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“And | will also take of them for priests and for ¢vites, says the Lord.”
Isaiah 66:21.

THIS chapter is surrounded with critical diffice@s, and yet it is full of spiritual instruction. &h
verse before us is by some referred to Gentiled,saqpposed to mean that the Lord promises that He
will take out of the heathen nations a people whtenwill make into priests and Levites. Others would
say it points to the Jews, rejected for their uibelnd dispersed in judgment among all nationselVh
their own Messiah came, it was not with a devoiihfdut with a profane imprecation, they said, $Hi
blood be on us, and on our children.” The cursg theoked did come upon them. The retribution they
challenged has been meted out to them in full nrea3 the letter it was verified. Have you eveade
how, when Titus was besieging Jerusalem, 500 Jeaws sometimes crucified in a day? Do you not re-
member that Josephus, speaking as an eyewitneks;T$eere lacked room for crosses, and crosses for
bodies”? To this day their children are scattered in alds and have found no rest for the soles of their
feet. But they are to be restored; they are torbedht back to their own land and to worship God on
His holy mountain; and in the latter days, wherythee restored, then will God take of them for gtise
and Levites. To me it appears of very small coneege to which this verse refers, for in Christ 3esu
there is neither Gentile nor Jew, circumcision macircumcision; and this promise seems to me tudsta
good to the whole human race considered in iterdadtate. “I will take othemfor priests and for Le-
vites, says the Lord.” Under the gospel dispenesaBod will select both out of Jews and Gentileb@:c
sen people, who shall stand before Hipiritually as the priests and the Levites stood before Hpn ty
cally.

Think for a minute of the compass of this greatnise. Evidently a high honor is here conferred;
the context leads us to see that not only a greahige, but likewise a great privilege is implidhat
is this privilege? It is thatve shall be priests and Levites. Now the priests @rites were persons set
apart to be God’s peculiar property; when the 4ixstn were spared in Egypt, God claimed the first-
born to be His own, and He took the tribe of Levir¢present the first-born. They were to be thellspr
though all Israel belonged to God, yet the trib&é@fi was especially selected, and particularlycapip
ed to do the service of the tabernacle of the aayagion. And of this tribe of Levi, chief among tine
was the house of Aaron to minister in the sanctaarpriests. So now, glory be to God, He takebut
all nations a people that are to be peculiarly é¥is; His own by election, as He chose them; His own
by redemption, as He bought them; His own by endeminthrough the regenerating and sanctifying
operations of the Holy Spirit. “They shall be Misays the Lord of hosts, in that day when | make up
My jewels.” His own, therefore, before time, anteaftime shall close; “I will take of them for psits
and for Levites, says the Lord”; being thus setapa the Lord’s property, the priests and Leviiesd
only for divine service. While others were engagaith their trade or upon their farm, the Levitesrave
attending to the tabernacle or temple, and thestsrign their courts were slaughtering bullocks and
lambs, and offering them to God; or they had othdres of a kindred order, by reason of the charge
given them of all the hallowed things of the cheldrof Israel. Anyway, it was in sacred things tinety
were occupied. So now it is the dutyederymanto serve the Lord, but, alas, man will not! Anere
fore God takes unto Himself a people out of alloret, and kindreds, and tongues, and He ordaims the
to stand before Him continually, to wait on His goands, and to do His bidding; thus He puts upon
their shoulders His easy yoke, and weights therh Wi light burden, and they become His willing
servants—that their life may be for His glory, ahdt their desire, as well as their duty, may bsetive
Him with heart and strength as long as they hayeb&mg. In this sense, then, happy is the maniwho
set apart to the divine service, a priest and atéento God.
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Further than this, the priests and the Levitesyagahe privilege of drawing near to God—nearer
than the rest of the people in that typical dispéina. While the people stood outside, the Lewtese
busy inside; one of them, the chief of the tribed ¢he High Priest before the Lord for all the ésbwas
permitted and commanded to go into the most hagebithin the veil. And you know that the holy
places made with hands are figures of the truey e¥deaven itself; in like manner there are peaple
be found on earth at this day whom God has chaselnatw near unto Him. In Christ Jesus they who
sometimes were afar off are made near by the dd&hrist; the same precious blood that is appited
their conscience is sprinkled on the mercy seat,tharefore they have access to the Father. Olpyhap
are they, who, like the priests and Levites, lowelting in the Lord’s house, and praising Him, wtan
say—

“Here, Lord, | find settled rest

While others go and come.

No more a stranger or a guest,

But like a child at home.”
Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all gatiens; we are a people near unto You; made nearby
affinity with the Son of God; we are brought negrthe blood, led near by the Spirit of God, kepame
and rejoicing to be near, for here is our honor emehfort, to be near unto God. We are made priests
and Levites because we are claimed as God’s pogrepared for God’s service, and admitted to & nea
familiarity with Him. There are some such to berfdun this place today, whom God has taken from
among the Gentiles to be priests and Levites umo. NMlow priests and Levites had two works to do:
something to do towards Gdéar men and something to do towards nfen God They were engaged to
do something towards God for men, and so they edféine sacrifices that were brought to the door of
the tabernacle, whether according to the genedahances, or to any special vows. Spiritually mohde
they were much engaged in intercession for theaktrael, and so there is a people to be foursl th
day who offer unto God acceptable prayer and praise in answer to their prayer, unnumbered bless-
ings come down upon the sons of men. | trust taegesome here who have power with God in prayer;
you are the king’'s remembrancers; you make memtfddis name and keep not silent; you cry to God
for Sodom, and yet more hopefully you cry to God Jerusalem; your prayer ceases not, and God’s
grace and favor always follow it. In this sense @odonstantly taking out, even from among thestile
of the vile, a people whom He makes to be priastslavites for men towards Himself. Another part of
their office consisted in speaking for God to tle®ple—“For the priest’s lips should keep knowletige.
As for the Levites, they were as ushers in the alsh@nd tutors in the families of Israel. Among th
Levites were found those scribes who became theusters of the people, the copyists of the lawd an
the expounders of its statutes and ordinances;wleeg ministers who opened up to the people, aa Ezr
did, the knotty points of the old covenant, andaxpled the word of God; so not all of us in the sam
degree, but all of us in a measure, are to be éeaaf God’'s revealed truth, even as He has taught
And He has, in this place, and throughout the wddken out a certain company whom He has made to
speak as His mouth to the sons of men—men of His dwosing, and His own sending who are as
priests and Levites for His name. They claim negty office as though they could absolve the sinne
they leave that with Christ, the first-born of Hiather’s house, and the chief Rabbi of the entoells
chosen seed—Dbut as teachers and instructors. Thag the midst of the world the priests and Levite
of God.

| have thus shown what the promise means; Godtakk out of the Jews and Gentiles a people
whom He will bring very near to Himself, and malgewf for His own sacred purposes. The great point
is this—it seems to be mentioned here as a maittaurprise that God should takay of them; of the
persons here mentioned; of the sinful, backslidirgnsgressing Jews, or of the blind, dark, heathen
Gentiles; that He should takkem and make them to be priests and Levites befone! Niow that is
parallel to the fact that God does take some ofntbst unlikely persons who seem to be the most un-
suitable of all, and make these to be His faithfull honored servants among the sons of men.

Now, | shall first noticehat fact;then,the reason for itand thenthe lessons from.it

|. First, | notice that God does, to the astonishneénnen, TAKE SOME WHOM HE MAKES
PRIESTS AND LEVITES TO HIMSELF. This is a fact. Nowhereare priests and Levites who God
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never took; there have been such in all ages; there those in the days of Aaron who said—"You take
too much upon you, you sons of Levi,” and when te®od before the Lord with their censers, “The
earth opened her mouth and swallowed them up.”éltvere those in the days of Elijah. When he stood
by the altar of the Lord, the priests of Baal, nreaj numbers, stood by their altar, offering prager
Baal. You know how God had no regard to their $@eri they were the church established by law; but,
for all that, Elijah the Nonconformist put themttee rout, and maintained the worship of the invesib
God of Israel firm and faithful to the end! So iardavior’'s days there were priests and Levites—men
taught and instructed in the law of God and theseewthe very men who conspired together against
Him. They took counsel how they might put Him taatke they stirred up the people to say, “Not this
man, but Barabbas.” And on down to this presenttaye are those legitimate priests and Levites, at
least, those who call themselves so, whom God &éesrriaken, upon whom He has never laid His hand,
upon whom His Holy Spirit has never descended! T8pmak, but He speaks not by them; they adminis-
ter ordinances, but He gives not divine grace todfrdinances by their hands; and such there always
will be, doubtless, till Christ comes—biliteyare not spoken of in the text! The text s&yswill take,”

and it is only those whom God Himself takes andoses among men who are tieal priests and Le-
vites who serve Him!

Observe, according to the tertenhavenothingto do with the selection, for here it is saidwill
alsotakeof them.” Not, “their parents shall bring them wpitt’; not, “Those who shall be looked out as
the most fit and proper men on account of someralhent and bias, or gift and talent,” btitwill
take.” God’s priesthood in the world is a priesthiad His own choosing, of His own setting apart, of
His own anointing! “He has made us kings and psiesito God.” The church is a royal priesthood, not
of man, neitheby man, nor of thavill of man, nor oblood nor ofbirth—it is all of God’s choosing!
This sacred and consecrated band of priests anitekgand all who serve God effectually and accepta
bly, are men whom He has Himself chosen to the wdekHimself has done it, and only His own will
has been consulted in the matter. In their casgpears from the text, that whatever was unftheir
character has been overcome by divine grace. tlalsb take of them for priests and for Levitegjssa
the Lord.” If God takes them for Levites, Heakesthem Levites; if He chooses them for priests, He
makesthem priests. So, glory be to His name, when Hiselyou to be His priests and His Levites, my
dear brother; when He chose you, my dear sistdretdis servants, He gave you the grace you needed
to serve Him! He found in you no natural fithess, suitability, but fithess for sin, a suitabilitg go
astray, and to become a brand for the burningifaihere is a fitness in you to serve Him on eatial
in heaven, it is His grace that has done it! Idis grace speaking in all its wondrous majesty—iill w
take of them for priests and for Levites"—which ledfected in you the great transformation, makimg i
you all things new, and thus qualifying you to beeothe servants of the Most High. In some persons
this naturalinaptitude andunfitnessfor the Lord’s work has been more apparent thaathers. They
have been men of rough exterior, unhallowed liiejrteducation neglected their passions wild and la
less, their tastes low and groveling; yet, fortladlt God has taken from among such men some who in
special manner, even beyond the rest of God’s s&gyvhave become as priests and Levites unto Him!
He has sometimes selected women, in whom thereesk@mbe no suitability for His grace, to make
them matrons in the church; and men, who seeméxe tongleaders in the service of Satan, to make
them very captains of the Lord’s hosts! They hadnoed faculty, no natural genius that qualifigdrh
to become the instruments of righteousness—asd bawl before, it was threverseof this; their career
was not foreshadowed by any instinct with whichytix@re born; nor was it aided by any training they
received in childhood. The God who chose them dghgeggrace they required at their second birth, and
subdued all the evil that was in them by the riidtigline of His spiritual operations in order toalify
them for efficient service.

| thank God, | remember in my soul some dear brstiado have been made eminent ministers of
the gospel, of whom, if anyone had said they waudr have preached the gospel, none would have
believed it! Not to mention the living, the mentotlay, let’s go back to the early days of John Newt
an earnest preacher, a famous evangelist, notdtoaasiveet poet. Almost a model for the ministrgwa
John Newton, but he was once a blasphemer andangirTurn farther back, to John Bunyan, on the
village green, with his tip-cat on the Sunday, watha drunkard’s vices and sins, and foul-mouthmed
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his profanity—yet John Bunyan becomes an emineatlaimer of the gospel, and the author of a
matchless allegory which has served to guide mapjgam to heaven! Turn farther back, to Luther,
most earnest as a Romanist for all the letter efl#hw, diligent in every ceremony, superstitiousato
high degree, yet afterwards the bold proclaimahefgospel of the grace of God! Turn to Augustine,
youth of corrupt and vicious propensities, accaydio his own confession, to the grief of his mother
Monica, yet called by sovereign grace to be ontheffathers of the church, and a notable exponent o
sound doctrine! Look yet farther back to the amoBthul breathing out threats and slaughter agtiast
disciples of the Lord; like a huge wild beast, nmagkhavoc of the church, but suddenly struck dowd, a
almost as suddenly raised up a new man, and odléné¢ of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ,
and God the Father) to be a chosen vessel untstCtaibear His name unto the Gentiles! “I willals
take of them,” the most unlikely and unfit, accaiglito human judgment. “I will also take of them for
priests and for Levites unto Me.” And where thevemr has not taken the form of preaching, we can
remember some whom God has made eminent in prageer account prayer second to preaching; no
doubt prayer in the Christian church is as precisishe utterance of the gospel. To speak to God fo
men is a part of the Christian priesthood that &khaaver be despised. Surely | have heard somegray
of those whom none would ever have expected to, gptagh as | have not heard from those who from
their youth up, have been accustomed to the largohgevotion, moved with energy, and full of fer-
vor, like Elijah. Or, shall | say it, they have bete in spiritual force nerved as Samson was witlsiph
cal strength; in their prayers they have seemedk® hold of the pillars of the temple of Satard pnll
them down upon their enemies; they have been shtynag to wrestle with God and prevail! God has
taken of them, that is even of the prayerless,thadccareless, and the blaspheming—and He has made
these to be priests and Levites unto Him. And lirotider holy service | think | can remember eminent
men who out of weakness were made strong; fromlstons they were changed into sages; or rescued
from the dregs of infamy they became paragons rtdiei In their unregenerate state as bitter fapt,
ples of Sodom that crumbled into dust, and turmeashes, yet so transformed by the renewing of thei
minds that they bore the richest clusters of chsbifmiit to the praise and glory of the Great Husba
man! “I will also take of them for priests and 1ogvites, says the Lord.” There is the fact; youcheet
that | enlarge upon it; while a false priesthoalll Istes (and always will), God has His elect pémho

are His royal priesthood among the sons of mery, éine discharging regal functions, and sacred esfic
among the sons of men in His name, and before &tis; fand these He oftentimes takes out from the
least likely of mankind.

II. And now, secondly, as to THE REASON OF THE FACT.eBdle not do this to display His
mercy—His great and infinite mercy? That those whwe provoked Him to wrath should become the
men in whom He should show forth His loving-kindsteamen to be pardoned, men to be washed, to be
sanctified—and then men to be put in trust of thepgl of Jesus Christ? Does not this reveal ang-ill
trate the high prerogative of sovereign grace? tume,” says the apostle, “who is less than the lefas
all saints, is this grace given, that | should preamong the Gentiles the unsearchable riches $tCh
It is a great grace to be permitted to preach tspel; | have sometimes said to you that when tbod-p
igal came back to his father and was received higdfather’'s house, no earthly parent though he had
quite forgiven him all the wildness of his son’svadture, could wholly forget the waywardness of his
disposition; he might condone the past without whnd) in him for the future. If it were necessaoy t
send one of the sons to market with a bag of maheygood old father would, in all probability, say
himself, “I will send the elder son with it; hebgtter to be trusted. | would hardly like to putisa re-
sponsibility upon the young lad who has so lategrbreclaimed.” | can fancy, without uttering a @vor
to his younger son, he would, discreetly (as youwld@ay), trust the other with any weighty concerns
But our heavenly Father—oh, how He forgives us!léses no back reckonings, even though we used
to be such sinners, some of us, and so injuridtest, Ble forgave us, He committed to our charge not
merely silver and gold, the perishable resourcesmed, but the priceless treasure of the gospdkestis
Christ! He allowed us to go and tell others, “thesearchable riches of Christ.” See you not the m@pu
giving lessons on chastity, the intemperate tearbirastity? And mark you not how he who persecuted
the disciples in times past, now preaches the fatlonce destroyed? Oh, what deep mercy there is in
Jesus! What wonderful grace there is in giving Efisnmissions, that those who cursed Him, them-
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selves, should intercede with Him for others; thase who despised Him should be permitted to honor
Him; that those who broke His Sabbaths, should mieskess, be helpful to His people in hallowing the
Lord’s Day; that those who despised His word, anditpbehind their backs, should be the men to open
it, and display the sweetness of it to their fellm@n! Is not this grace? | think every time Paegohed
Jesus Christ, he would say to himself—*“l used 1blden the Nazarene; | abhorred Him and used terri-
ble language; here is great mercy, boundless nikatyHe should takmeto be His servant, pernmte

to labor for His people, and suffer for His sake.”

Next to this, do you not think that the Lord lowedisplay His power? Men who are tamers of wild
beasts will frequently, when they have subduedm, liake delight in showing to the people how obedi
ent that lion will be to them, and how every wondttthe lion-tamer chooses to say, the lion wijarel
and pay attention to. Thus when the Lord takeseatgsinner—after He has tamed him, removed his
heart of stone, and given him a heart of flesh,ddsires to show how, without the use of the whip,
without a threatening look or an angry word, HesemuHis enemy to become His diligent servant, His
earnest friend! O brothers and sisters, it showgditine power of love on a man when he is so broke
down that the things he sneered at, he now preagitiesall his might! Surely it showed the power of
divine grace when Paul avowed Christ openly anceredntly preached, exposing himself to persecu-
tion and death, that same gospel which his soulpgnadiously nauseated! Yes, which his zeal, full of
bitterness, had kindled to exterminate! God takeatgsinners, and then appoints and qualifies tteem
be priests and Levites in order that He might shimsvexceeding greatness of His power to us who be-
lieve.

Again, does not God do this to show His sovereigr@an we ever forget that attribute of the Al-
mighty? Divine grace, while it comes freely to isdispensed freely by God, according to the good
pleasure of His will. 1 should like to hear thaktteghundered throughout Christendom—"I will have
mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | will havengeassion on whom | will have compassion.” No
man has any right to the mercy of God! We haveiathed ourselves into rebellion—the only rights we
have are the right to be condemned, and the r@betcast into hell; all the rights of man thatdaa
appeal to God for in equity, are merged in the wyeofor which he is responsible. If the Lord haseyer
it is His own will to do it—He can withhold it it ipleases Him. So He selects the most degraded-e-thos
who have gone farthest from Him, and takes them lifis church; no, more—He advances them into
eminent positions of service in His church, thatas people may know that the Most High ruleshe t
armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants ofeiduith, and none can stay His hand, or say to Him,
“What are You doing?” He lifts up the poor from tthenghill, and sets him among princes, even among
the princes of His people. His mercy, power, angesgignty are displayed when He takes of them to be
priests and Levites.

But does He not thereby secure to Himself the nmshg service? | have sometimes thought (I
hope | am not censorious) as | have observed waiith fhe superficiality of a great deal of what édled
“ministry” in these days; that kind of superficigli | mean, in which little is said about the cation
and depravity of the heart; little about the exgece of the child of God when under the law; ljtthe
too little, about the glory of that grace that talseich worms of the dust to make them one withg@lHri
have often thought that this avoidance of, notatpthis aversion to deep plowing may be accourded f
by the fact that the preachers probably had nat lalewed to go very far into outward sin; they eev
had any very deep law-work upon their souls, néaer much awakening of conscience, nor felt much
of the powers of the world to come. They got thelrgion very easily; and so knowing little of seul
humbling sensations, they could not go very degftythe experience of the children of God. When th
Lord calls a grievous sinner to make a graciousmta of him, it is just the reverse; the man whe ha
done business in deep waters knows what sin méanigred with a sense of his own crimes, he has
been like those wretched culprits who surrendemtedves to justice, because their conscience makes
liberty vex them. H&knowswhat pardon means, for he has found peace aftat ditterness, and got
remission after the gnawing of despair; he knowatvwhe conflicts of God’s people are, for he has ha
many fierce encounters with the lusts that besatwithin, and the temptations that assailed hinmfro
without; and now when he opens his mouth, thertesty he bears is frorexperience-he speaks of
things which he has tasted and handled of the gawd of God. John Newton, to whom | referred just
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now, could not do otherwise than livingly and layliy preach the word of God; you could not have
squeezed from him a dainty essay or a flowery serecause nothing else would have consorted and
accorded with his experience, but a faithful tefiéhe way the Lord had led him, and a forcible esipo
tion of what the Lord had taught him; he had baghs sinner that imustbe grace which saved him,
and he would have belied all his inward feelingsathad not proclaimed the grace of God! And s wit
Bunyan—if he had not tearfully wept over sinnergj areached Jesus Christ in His fullness, as thie Sa
ior of Jerusalem sinners, he would have been opgaai that animated his own breast, and all that
burned and glowed for utterance. God, therefokesgdome of these men who have gone far astray, tha
He might have warm-hearted, intensely earnest mvbo, must proclaim the gospel because they have
felt its power! They love much because they hawerach forgiven; they preach of grace because they
need much grace; and they lift up high the brorepent among the sin-bitten hosts of men because
they have been sin-bitten themselves, and remeithiddrey have looked and been cured, and they still
remember the cure, and rejoice in it.

Another reason why the Lord takes the vilest of neemake them the saintliest is that He might
openly triumph over Satan. How the devil must fibefieated when such a man as Saul is taken straight
away from persecuting to preaching! Surely it maRatan bite his chains, and gnash his teeth when he
loses his servants so. Just when he has traineddpeand got them into fine condition for doingsmi
chief, in comes the officer of divine grace, arse$tem, and changes their hearts! You know none eve
do the devil so much mischief as those who oncénntidservice; they know the ins and outs of his cas
tle; where to attack it; they understand so muchi®idevices and tactics, that they become althibee
powerful adversaries when they are converted. Afivien rings with rapture when a great sinner is
saved; and all hell howls with dismay when onehefarch host bows down to kiss the feet of Chnidt a
receive the mercy of God! Glory be to God when &lees those who would have been deepest damned,
and sets them highest among the saved on earthpddsts and Levites unto Him! By these means also
He secures another end—He encourages poor penifentghen a sinner, under a sense of sin, meets
with a brother in Christ who was once like himseliif is now living near to God, and serving Him ac-
ceptably, he is much encouraged. “Why,” he thirk&imself, “is this how God receives sinners when
they turn to Him? Perhaps He will receive me.” Ahlde gets into conversation with one of those whom
God has made priests and Levites, he says, “Tellhet the Lord has done for your soul.” And the
minister, being a man of like passions, and hawag like experiences, delights to describe the work
and ways of God with hardened sinners and old d#es) and then the man who is seeking finds in the
other a guide who is touched with the feeling & infirmity, is very helpful to him, and much bless
of God to enter into the secrets of his heart, l@aad him to the cross! If there is here some grela¢|
against God, I think he ought to take encouragernoeturn unto the Lord and live, for surely, wheads
so treats His most defiant enemies as to make thisnmost honored ministers, there should be some
comfort for the great sinner to seek the Lord wiidéeHe waits to be gracious!

And do you not think this is done very much for grecouragement of the church of God? | know,
as myself one of its humble members, | often nedaktsolaced by seeing what God’s hand can do; we
ought to walk by faith, and so | trust we do, buten weseesinners converted, it gives zest to our fel-
lowship and zeal to our enterprise; we all of usl the happier for it! | hardly expect to see anyna
converts in the tabernacle as there used to bdiawe had so very many brought to God, that those of
you who are left, | almost fear, have resistedraah the wooing and warnings of divine love; indeed
there are so few comparatively left that we havietin® opportunities we once had when the masseof th
congregation was not converted. Perhaps thereear@ff you whom God has not blessed, and | do long
to see a fresh ingathering of converts; it woulkeneny heart glad, and it would make all the church
glad if we heard of some great sinners being saved.

| pray God sometimes that He would save a greatitodé of the priests of the Church of Rome,
and the Church of England. He did in olden timeadba great multitude of the priests to believe the
gospel, and why should He not again? If He willeadl to Himself some of the lowest of the low, and
the vilest of the vile, and make them wonders o$ grace, His omnipotent fiat shall be instantly
obeyed! Why should He not? Why should He not? Hedane so—why should He not again? He has
done so, | say, and the text sa{swill take of them for priests and for Levites.” Why shibhdle not
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still go on to take from strange quarters a pe@gie shall serve Him? Does He not saywill’? Sup-
pose it should ever come to this, as some sayllitivait the churches, many of them, will desert dfck
truths of God? They say the ministers will becorambd dogs that cannot bark, and one by one their tes
timony will be silent; they predict every candle&twill be taken out of its place, and the wholadhe
will be sick, and the whole heart faint, and Zioitl ve under a cloud, and there will be none tphwedr,
they say, and none to lift up the banner for toéhtof God. What then? Why, then God would arisg an
take again from the fishermen in their boats, npostes; and from the lowest dens of iniquity, émel
worst haunts of vice; from the saloons of frivolere the rich resort, and from the chambers of-co
merce, and the palaces of merchandise where bayersellers make their contracts, He would take a
fresh staff of men! Out of the roughest materialdda make the finest fabric! Out of the newestugsr

He can raise a noble regiment to show forth Hissprao do His work, and to secure victory for His
cause! If some were unworthy holders of His vindyand brought Him no revenue, He would put
aside those wicked men, and send forth fresh labosed give His vineyard unto others, for He gél
glory unto His name! He “will take of them for psis and for Levites.” Never say it is a dark dagyer

say God has forgotten His church; never give wagespairing fits and dream of horrible times coming
that are not to come! Verily, “all flesh shall dbe salvation of God,” and the glory of God shalrke-
vealed, and all flesh shall see it, for the moutthe Lord has spoken it. He shall arise and haeecyn
upon Zion; He will build up her walls, heal all hereaches, and once again shall she be the jdyeof t
whole earth! Take heart and comfort! God can finsl $&€rvants anywhere; omnipotence has instruments
where we see them not! He “will take of them faepts and for Levites.”

lll. Lastly, WHAT IS THE LESSON FROM THIS? | address miyso those of you especially, my
dear brothers, whom the grace of God has takenat@mriests and Levites unto God. You are near to
Him—you serve Him. What effect should this have mgou? First, remember what state you were in
before God’s grace took you in hand; then consid®at you are called to be. You are made priests and
Levites; then ask yourself what you would soon beedf His grace were to depart from you? Why, as
you were before—only with this difference, that #wal spirit in you would take unto himself seven
other spirits more wicked than the first, and emeand dwell there, and your last state would loeser
than the first! Watch then, watch! Watch! God, Hiace enabling you to watch, will preserve you® t
end. Am | a priest and Levite—a holy vessel settdpefore God—serving at His altar, bringing prayer
and praises to Him? Ah, yes, | may be a priestahdvite, but | should be a devil if His grace diot
prevent! O watch, watch, watch! “What | say untaysay unto all, Watch.”

And oh,what humilitythis vocation of God should produce! However high nvay be raised, we
must remember from where the honor comes, forgrosnotion comes neither from the east nor from
the west—it is God’s gift! You, a blasphemer anpiiious! You, a careless, godless, Christless man,
now raised to be a servant of God, to wait in Hisrts, and honor His name! Be thankful that you are
lifted so high, but wonder, and fear, and trembledil the goodness that God has made to passebefor
you. What am |, and what is my father’s house, ¥at have brought me up to now; to pray and my
prayer to be heard, yet not worthy to lift my eyeshe place where Your Honor dwells; to have Your
Holy Spirit dwelling in me, and yet not worthy thébu should come under my roof? Be humble, broth-
er—it will help you to watch. Watching is done besa lowly manner.

And since He has taken us for priests and for esyilet us do every offideeartily as unto the Lord.

If others in this world can serve God coldly, yaty brothers, you and | cannot afford to do so; vesen
such sinners that if we have been forgiven, we nmst Him! Those who had but little sin to be
cleansed may not have much love to lavish on fRedeemer; not so with me or you—

“l love most; I've more forgiven;

I'm a miracle of grace.”
Those who had some good principles instilled ihent by early training, or some sort of preparatmn
receive the gospel may not feel their deep indetgssito the wonderful working of the Spirit, butsh
of us who were steeped in sin, and hardened irt,hglaen we are saved we must magnify the power of
God; and moved by that feeling we must serve Himrtilg with our whole spirit, soul, and body! A
man who feels what grace has done for him canrdpttheowing his whole soul into it. | used to knaw
man whom | often heard swear—on the other sidé®fiver, in the town where | was, and when con-
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verted | remember his prayers; they used to rdtioeble us; they were doud. It was not everybody
that knew the reason why; he had been so accusttorsseear loud that he could not help praying loud,
and when a man has been very loud for the devitammot help being loud for Christ! Some of those
dear Methodist brethren who cry out, “Amen!” extedynloud, do it, | hope, because they feel the love
of God in Christ on account of what great thingsenheen done for them. Let those go the common
track of service that have gone the common trackirgfbut let those serve the Lord with all thezalt,

and mind, and strength that have been unusualrsinBeng your alabaster box, O great sinner; brieak
on His blessed head that pardoned you; wash Hisnigte your tears, and wipe them with the hairs of
your head, for where extraordinary love has begperiencedextraordinary love ought to be the out-
growth, and extraordinary service ought to be thresequence!

Once again, if the Lord has taken of us to be Hiigsgs and Levites, let us serve Him with great
thankfulness and joy. If any people should be gladn sure it is those people who feel the aboundin
of His mercy in forgiveness, having heard thosel dgidings, as it were, from the lips of Jesus Hilfpse
“Your sins which are many are all forgiven you:iggeace”; they always have something to stimulate
their gratitude, and flood them with sunshine. it &ery poor,” says one, “but, never mind; poor as |
am, | am no longer a drunkard or a swearer; it b&y feel weak and sickly in body; never mind that.
am free from the burden of sin upon my soul.” Qraf unknown, quite unknown | have nobody to
come and see me; never mind that, | am known ta Gaih poor and needy, yet the Lord thinks upon
me! My great wounds have been healed in Jesus’ predtmod.” Why, you have always cause to be
glad, my dear brothers and sisters, if you have ymad sins forgiven; you have a fountain opened in
your soul of love to Christ, and joy in God—qui surely as there is a fountain open for the ciegns
of your sins in the side of Jesus.

So let me close by saying surely we ought to s&wd with great confidence in Him. If He has
made us priests and Levites to Him, why, then, veg tnust Him to danything!“He who spared not
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, hdvak He not with Him also freely give us all thirgjs
He who has done so much for us, as to take usfabeaniry clay, and set our feet upon a rock, fais
His gospel into our hearts—He may be trusted ferrst. Suppose a man owed you 10,000 pounds, and
a trifing sum besides for a small promissory nogehad given you? If he paid you the 10,000 pounds,
you might trust him to meet the little bill whenféil due. And when the Lord has given us so msoh,
infinitely much, the little that remains, for it momparatively little ought to cause us no anxgete
doubts, no fears or misgivings! “Because You hagenbmy help, therefore in the shadow of Your
wings will | rejoice.” He who found me a sinner neathe apardonedsinner! He put me among His
children, and numbered me among His honored sexvhi@ has not done all this to desert me at last,
and put me to shame; He has not been at this expetis His poor servant to fling him away after all
No, glory be to His name, He will continue His wdik He has perfected it! He is the God who per-
forms all things for me, and in Him will | rest,&not be ashamed, world without end. Amen.
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