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“Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the ldvejng made a curse for us:
for it is written, cursed is everyone that hangs ariree.”
Galatians 3:13.

THE apostle had been showing to the Galatianssdlaation is in no degree by works. He proved
this all-important truth of God in the verses whpniecede the text, by a very conclusive form ofldeu
reasoning. He showed, first, that the law couldgieé the blessing of salvation, for, since all toad-
ken it, all that the law could do was to curse.dtetes the substance of thé"Zhapter of Deuterono-
my, “cursed is everyone who continues not in ahgk which are written in the book of the law to do
them.” And as no man can claim that he has contimuall things that are in the law, he pointed gt
clear inference that all men under the law hadnmclthe curse. He then reminds the Galatiand)an t
second place, that if any had ever been blesstgteinlden times, the blessing came not by the law,
by their faith, and to prove this, he quotes a pgedrom Habakkuk 2:4 in which it is distinctly t&d
that the just shall live by faith, so that thoseowtrere just and righteous did not live before Gadle
footing of their obedience to the law, but they evgrstified and made to live on the ground of thoeir
ing believers. See, then, that if the law ineviyatlirses us all, and if the only people who ard $ai
have been preserved in gracious life were justifiedby works, but byaith, then it is certain beyond a
doubt that the salvation and justification of angncannot be by the works of the law, but altogetly
the grace of God through faith which is in Chrigsus. But the apostle, no dodéling that now that
he was declaring that doctrine, he had better dethee foundation and root of it, unveils in thettee-
fore us a reason why men are not saved by thesopat righteousness, but saved by their faith.dHs t
us that the reason is this—that men are not sayehy personal merit, but their salvation lies moth-
er—lies, in fact, in Christ Jesus, the represevgatlan who alone can deliver us from the curse whic
the law brought upon us; and since works do nonheonus with Christ, but faith is the uniting bond,
faith becomes the way of salvation; since faitlthis hand that lays hold upon the finished work of
Christ, which worksould not andwould not do, for works lead us to boast, and to forget §theifaith
becomes the true and only way of obtaining justfan and everlasting life. In order that suchHhait
may be nurtured in us, may God the Holy Spirit therning lead us into the depths of the great vadrk
Christ! May we understand more clearly the natdrelie substitution, and of the suffering which it-e
tailed upon Him. Let us see, indeed, the trutthefdtanzas whose music has just died away—

“He bore that we might never bear
His Father’s righteous ire.”

[. Our first contemplation this morning will be updng question, WHAT IS THE CURSE OF THE
LAW HERE INTENDED?

It is the curse of God. God who made the law Imgpeaded certain penal consequences to the break-
ing of it, and the man who violates the law becomtesnce the subject of the wrath of the LawgiVer.
is not the curse of the mere law of itself—it iswase from the great lawgiver whose arm is strang t
defend His statutes. Therefore, at the very outseur reflections, let us be assured that theecafghe
law must be supremely just, and morally unavoidalles not possible that our God, who delights to
bless us, should inflict an atom of curse upon @mg of His creatures unless the highest right shall
quire it; and if there is any method by which hebs and purity can be maintained without a cuest, r
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assured the God of Love will not imprecate sorrg@@ruHis creatures! The curse, then, if it falls,stmu
be a necessary one—in its veagsencenecessary for the preservation of order in the@arse, and for
the manifestation of the holiness of the unive&alereign. Be assured, too, that when God curtsiss, i
a curse of the most weighty kind; the causelessecsinall not come, but God’s curses are never cause
less, and they come home to offenders with ovemvimgl power; sin must be punished, and when by
long continuance aninpenitence in evil, God is provoked to speak treedliction, | know that he
whom He curses is cursed, indeed! There is songeturterrible in the very idea of the omnipotentdGo
pronouncing a curse upon a transgressor, that ogdbdurdles at it, and | cannot express myself very
clearly or even coherently. A father’s curse, hewible! But what is that to the malediction of teat
Father of Spirits? To be cursed of men is no med@nkait to be accursed of God is terror and disiay
Sorrow and anguish lie in that curse; death islveain it, and that second death which John favasa
Patmos, and described as being cast into a lakeeofRev 20:14). Hear the word of the Lord by His
servant Nahum, and consider what His curse must‘G®d-is jealous, and the Lord revenges; the Lord
revenges, and is furious. The Lord will take vemgeaon His adversaries, and He reserves wrath for
His enemies...The mountains quake at Him, and illeerhelt and the earth is burned at His presence,
yes, the world and all that dwell herein. Who ctand before His indignation? And who can abide in
the fierceness of His anger? His fury is pouredliket fire, and the rocks are thrown down by Him.”
Remember, also, the prophecy of Malachi: “For behtile day comes that shall burn as an oven; and
all the proud, yes, and all that do wickedly slalstubble. And the day that comes shall burn thpm
says the Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave therthee root nor branch.” Let such words, and theee a
many like they, sink into your hearts that you mfegr and tremble before this just and holy Lord!

If we would look further into the meaning of therse that arises from the breach of the law, we
must remember that a curse is, first of all, a eifjdispleasure. Now, we learn from Scripture tGatl
is angry with the wicked every day. Though towatinis persons of sinners God exhibits great long-
suffering, yet sin exceedingly provokes His holydisin is a thing so utterly loathsome and debdsta
to the purity of the Most High, that riboughtof evil, or an ill word, or an unjust action idd¢mated by
Him. He observes every sin, and His holy souliisext thereby; He is of purer eyes than to behoig-i
uity; He cannot endure it; He is a God that willitamly execute vengeance upon every evil work. A
curse implies something more than mere angersitggiested by burning indignation, and truly oudGo
is not onlysomewhatangry with sinners, but His wrath is great towasts Wherever sin exists, there
the fullness of the power of the divine indignatisrdirected. And though the effect of that wrathym
be for a while, restrained through abundant lornffesng, yet God is greatlindignant with the iniqui-
ties of men. We wink at sin, yes, and even harderhearts till wdaugh at it, and takeleasurein it,
but oh, let us not think th&odis such as we are! Let us not suppose that silbhedeheld by Him, and
yet no indignation be felt! Ah, no, the most holpdshas written warnings in His word which plainly
inform us how terribly He is provoked by iniquitgts, for instance, when he says, “Beware, you that
forget God, lest | tear you in pieces, and theradoge to deliver.” “Therefore, says the Lord, treed of
hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, | will ease MeMy adversaries, and avenge Me of My enemies.”
“For we know Him who has said, vengeance belongsl¢o | will recompense, says the Lord.” And
again, the Lord shall judge His people. “It is arfal thing to fall into the hands of the living &6
Moreover, a curse imprecates evil and is, as itefrom God, of the nature otlareat It is as though
God should say, “By-and-by | will visit you for thoffense; you have broken My law which is just and
holy, and the inevitable penalty shall certainlyneoupon you.” Now, God has, throughout His word,
given many such curses as these—He has threatezredver and over again. “If he turns not, He will
whet his sword; He has bent His bow and made dy-é&ometimes the threat is wrapped up in a plain-
tive lamentation. “Turn you, turn you from your kwiays, for why will you die, O house of Israel?UB
still it is plain and clear that God will not allogin to go unpunished—and when the fullness of time
shall come, and the measure shall be filled tdtima, and the weight of iniquity shall be fully «eed,
and the harvest shall be ripe, and the cry of wlaokss shall come up mightily into the ears of tbedL
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God of Sabaoth—then will He come forth in robesvehgeance and overwhelm His adversaries!

But God’s curse is something more than a threat,cbimes at length to blows; He uses warning
words at first, but sooner or later He bares HisrsMfor execution. The curse of God, as to its @ctu
infliction, may be guessed at by some occasiongevitdias been seen on earth. Look at Cain, a wan-
derer and a vagabond upon the face of the eaudM;thee curse that Jeremiah pronounced by the com-
mand of God upon Pashur—"Behold, | will make yoteaor to yourself and to all your friends, and
they shall fall by the sword of their enemies, godr eyes shall behold it.” Or, if you would behdka
curse upon a larger scale, remember the day wheehuge floodgates of earth’s deepest fountains were
unloosed, and the waters leaped up from their &tdoits like lions eager for their prey! Remember th
day of vengeance when the windows of heaven wpemed, and the great deep above the firmament
was confused with the deep that is beneath theafiremt, and all flesh were swept away—except only
the few who were hidden in the ark which God’s e mercy had prepared. Consider that dreadful
day when sea-monsters whelped and stabled in thegsaof ancient kings; when millions of sinners
sank to rise no more; when universal ruin flew wilkien wings over a shoreless sea vomited from the
mouth of death! Then was the curse of God pourédipon the earth! Look yet again, further down in
time. Stand with Abraham at his tent door, andteemrds the east the sky all red at early morniitg w
a glare that came not from the sun; sheets of #awent up to heaven, which were met by showers of
yet more vivid fire, which descended from the sklesdom and Gomorrah, having given themselves up
to strange flesh, received the curse of God, afidMas rained upon them out of heaven until theyewve
utterly consumed! If you would see another fornth@ curse of God, remember that bright spirit who
once stood as servitor in heaven—the son of theimgrone of the chief of the angels of God! Think
how he lost his lofty principality when sin enterietb him! See how an archangel became an archfiend
and Satan, who is called Apollyon, fell from hidtyothrone, banished forever from peace and happi-
ness, to wander through dry places, seeking redtfiading none, to be reserved in chains of deskne
unto the judgment of the Last Great Day. Such Wwascurse that it withered an angel into a devil! It
burned up the cities of the plain! It swept awag flopulation of a globe! Nor have you yet the idda.
There is a place of woe and horror; a land of deskras darkness itself, and of the shadow of death,
without any order, and where the light is darkn@$sere those miserable spirits who have refused re-
pentance, and have hardened themselves againktasteHigh, are forever banished from their God,
and from all hope of peace or restoration. If year could be applied to the gratings of their ¢céligou
could walk the gloomy corridors wherein damned igpiare confined, you would then, with chilled
blood, and hair erect, learn what the curse ofidlemust be—that dread malediction which comes on
the disobedient from the hand of the just and eghs God!

The curse of God is to lose God’s favor, and cquestly to lose the blessings which come upon
that blessing—to lose peace of mind, to lose hajenately to lose life itself—for “the soul thains, it
shall die.” And that loss of life, and being ca#bi eternal death is the most terrible of all, ¢stirsy as
it does in everlasting separation from God, andykiang that makes existence truly life. It is asttac-
tion lastingforever. According to the Scriptural description of itistthe fruit of the curse of the law.
Oh, heavy tidings have | to deliver this day to samhyou! Hard is my task to have to testify to yha
terrible justice of the law! But you would not umsiand or prize the exceeding love of Christ if you
heard not the curse from which He delivers His pmegherefore hear me patiently! O unhappy men,
unhappy men who are under God’s curse today; youdress yourselves in scarlet and fine linen; you
may go to your feasts, and drain your full bowlsmafie; you may lift high the sparkling cup, and whi
in the joyous dance, but if God’s curse is on ywhat madness possesses you! O sirs, if you could bu
see it, and understand it, this curse would dagiethe windows of your mirth! O that you could hea
for once, the voice which speaks against you frdral Ewith doleful repetition—"cursed shall you lve i
the city, and cursed shall you be in the field;sedr shall be your basket and your store; cursdtlsha
the fruit of your body, and the fruit of your lanthe increase of your cattle, and the flocks ofryou
sheep; cursed shall you be when you come in, arstdishall you be when you go out.” How is it that
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you can rest while such sentences pursue you? iidlappiest of men are those who pass out of tlas lif
still accursed! One might weep tears of blood ioktof them! Let our thoughts fly to them for a mo-
ment, but O, let us not continue in sin, lest quirits be condemned to hold perpetual companionship
their grief! Let us fly to the dear cross of Chrishere the curse was put away, that we may nexeec
to know, in the fullness of its horror, what theseimay mean!

Il. A second inquiry of great importance to us this mmg is this—WHO ARE UNDER THIS
CURSE?

Listen with solemn awe, O sons of men! First, esdly, and foremost, the Jewish nation lies under
the curse, for such I gather from the connectianthiem the law of God was very peculiarly given be-
yond all others; they heard it from Sinai, and @&swo them surrounded with a golden setting ofraere
nial symbols, and enforced by solemn national cameénMoreover, there was a word in the com-
mencement of that law which showed that in a aersainse it peculiarly belonged to Israel. “I am the
Lord your God, which brought you out of the landEgfypt, from the house of bondage.” Paul tells us
that those who have sinned without law shall beighed without law, but the Jewish nation, having re
ceived the law, if they broke it, would become pexly liable to the curse which was threatened for
such breach. Yet further, all nations that dwebmughe face of the earth are also subject to tmsecfor
this reason—that if the law were not givienall from Sinai, it has been written by the fingd God,
more or less legibly, upon the conscience of alhkivad. It needs no prophet to tell an Indian, a-Lap
lander, a South Sea Islander, that he must notstes own judgment so instructs him; there is that
within every man which ought to convince him thddlatry is folly, that adultery and unchastity are
lainies, that theft and murder, and covetousnessakevil. Now, inasmuch as all men in some degree
have the law within, to that degree they are unblerlaw and the curse of the law for transgression
comes upon them. Moreover, there are some in thiséithis morning who are peculiarly under the
curse. The apostle says, “As many as are of th&snafrthe law are under the curse.” Now, there are
some of you who choose to be under the law—yolbédrdiely choose to be judged by it. How so?
Why, you are trying to reach a place in heaven duyrywn good works; you are clinging to the idea
that something you caio can save you; you have therefore elected to beruthed law, and by so doing
you have chosen the curse, for all that the lawarks can do for you is to leave you still accurdset
cause you have not fulfilled all its commands.

O sirs, repent of so foolish a choice, and dediam® now on that you are willing to be saved by di
vine grace, and not at all by the works of the I3\Wvére is a little band here who feel the weighthef
law, to whom | turn with brightest hope, thoughythkemselves are in despair. They feel in their-con
sciences today, that they deserve from God thersstvpunishment; this sense of His wrath weighs
them to the dust. | am glad of this, for it is omijren we come consciously and penitently under the
curse that we accept the way of escape from it. ¥ounot know what it is to be redeemed from the
curse till you have first felt the slavery of itp man will ever rejoice in the liberty which Chrigives
him till he has first felt the iron of bondage eimg into his soul. | know there are some here wayp,
“Let God say what He will against me, or do whatwik to me, | deserve it all! If He drives me forer
from His presence, and | hear the Judge pronourateaivful sentence, ‘Depart, accursed one,’ | can
only admit that such has been my heart, and suclifejythat | could expect no other doom.” O you
dear heart, if you are thus brought down, you lgten gladly to me while | now come to a far biigh
theme than all this! You are under the curse asngw are, but | rejoice to tell you that the cunses
been removed through Jesus Christ our Lord! O rhaylLbrd lead you to see the plan of substitution,
and to rejoice in it!

[II. Our third and main point this morning, is to answer question, HOW WAS CHRIST MADE
A CURSE FOR US?

The whole pith and marrow of the religion of Chagity lies in the doctrine of “substitution,” armd
hesitate not to affirm my conviction that a verygka proportion of Christians are not Christianslgt
for they do not understand the fundamental docwintae Christian creed, and alas, there are perach
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who do not preach, or evéelievethis cardinal truth of God. They speak of the ble@d Jesus in an in-
distinct kind of way, and comment upon the deatiCbfist in a hazy style of poetry—but they do not
strike this nail on the head, and lay it down thatway of salvation is by Christ's becoming a sitl®

for guilty man! This shall make me the more plaid @efinite! Sin is an accursed thing; God, from th
necessity of His holiness, must curse it; He musigh men for committing it; but the Lord’s Chrite
glorious Son of the everlasting Father, became @ amal suffered in His own proper person, the curse
which was due to the sons of men, so that, by ariaias offering, God, having been just in punishing
sin, could extend His bounteous mercy towards thdse believe in the substitute. Now for this point,
“But, you inquire, how was Jesus Christ@rse?” We beg you to observe the word “made.” “He was
madea curse.” Christ was no curse in Himself; in Hissoe He was spotlessly innocent, and nothing of
sin could belong personally to Him; in Him was mo. §God made Him to be sin for us.” And the apos-
tle expressly adds, “Who knew no sin.” There musten be supposed to be any degree of blameworthi-
ness or censure in the person or character of {IGisisle stands as an individual! He is in thateesp
without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing—the inoukate Lamb of God’s Passover.

Nor was Christ made a curse of necessity; theeeneanecessity in Himself that He should ever suf-
fer the curse—no necessity except that which His mwving suretyship created. His own intrinsic holi
ness kept Him from sin, and that same holiness Keptfrom the curse. He was made sin for us, not on
His own account, not with any view to Himself, btolly because He loved us, and chose to put Him-
self in the place which we ought to have occupiéel was made a curse for us, not again, | say, fout o
any personal need, or out of any personal necessitypecause He had voluntarily undertaken tdbe t
covenant head of His people, and to be their reptaive, and as their representative to bear dhsec
which was due to them. We must be very clear heoaulse very strong expressions have been used by
those who hold the great truth of God which | arde&voring to preach, which stroagpressions have
conveyed the truth they meant to convey, but algaeat deal more. Martin Luther’'s wonderful book on
Galatians, which he prized so much that he callddsi Catherine Bora (that was the name of his be-
loved wife, and he gave this book the name of #éerekt one he knew)—in that book he says plainly,
but be assured did not mean what he said tlitdrally understood, that Jesus Christ was the greatest
sinner that ever lived—that all the sins of meneveo laid upon Christ, that He became all the #sev
and murderers and adulterers that ever were, inNow, he meant that God treated Christ as ihdé
been a great sinneras if He had been all the sinners in the worldre—and such language teaches
that truth very plainly. But Luther, in his boisteisness, overshoots his mark, and leaves roonnéor t
censure that he has almost spoken blasphemy agjagnbtessed person of our Lord! Christ never was,
and never could be anser—and in His person, and in His character, in Himselisidered, He never
could be anything but the Well-Beloved of God, dessed forever, and well-pleasing in Jehovah'’s
sight! So that when we say that He was a cursemwst lay stress on those words, “He waazdea
curse.” He was constituted a curse, set as a cArsk.then, again, we must emphasize those other
words, ‘for us—not on His own account at all—but entirely out loffe to us, that we might be re-
deemed. He stood in the sinner’'s place, and wdsoned to be a sinner, and treated as a sinner, and
madea curse for us.

Let us go farther into this truth of Godow was Christ made a curse? In the first place, He wa
made a curse because all the sins of His people aatually laid on Him. Remember the words of the
apostle—it is no doctrine of mine, mark you, i@is inspired sentence, it @od’s doctrine—"He made
Him to be sin for us.” And let me note another pgesfrom the prophet Isaiah, “The Lord has laid on
Him the iniquity of us all”; and yet another frotmet same prophet, “He shall bear their iniquiti@he
sins of God'’s people were lifted from off them, angputed to Christ, and their sins were looked upon
as if Christ had committed them! He was regardeifl lde had been the sinner; He actually and in very
deed stood in the sinner’s place. Next to the i of sin came the curse of sin. The law, logkin
for sin to punish, with its quick eye detected Isildl upon Christ, and as it must curse sin wheréver
was found, it cursed the sin as it was laid on €hso Christ wasnade a curseAmazing and awful
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words, but as they are Scriptural words, we mustive them. Sin being on Christ, the curse came on
Christ, and in consequence our Lord felt an unaltter horror ofsoul; surely it was that horror which
made Him sweat great drops of blood when He sawfelhthat God was beginning to treat Him as if
He had been a sinner; the holy soul of Christ dhruith deepest agony from the slightest contach wit
sin, so pure and perfect was our Lord that nevexvarthought had crossed His mind, nor had Hid sou
been stained by the glances of evil. And yet Hedtin God’s sight, ainner,and therefore a solemn
horror fell upon His soul. The heart refused italttdul action, and a bloody sweat bedewed His;face
then He began to be made a curse for us, nor dickHge till He had suffered all the penalty whidsw
due on our account. We have been accustomed inityito divide the penalty into two parts, the pena
ty of loss, and the penalty of actual sufferingri§thendured both of these. It was due to sinneas t
they should lose God’s favor and presence, anefiver Jesus cried, “My God, My God, why have You
forsaken Me?” It was due to sinners that they ghéege all personal comfort; Christ was deprived of
every consolation, and even the last rag of clgthwas torn from Him, and He was left like Adam, na-
ked and forlorn. It was necessary that the soulilshlmse everything that could sustain it, and &b d
Christ lose every comfortable thing. He looked, #mete was no man to pity or help; He was made to
cry, “But | am a worm and no man; a reproach of naen despised of the people.”

As for the second part of the punishment, nanaetyactual infliction of suffering, our Lord endured
this, also, to the uttermost, as the evangelisiariyl show. You have read full often the story @ blod-
ily sufferings. Take care that you never deprediém; there was an amount of physical pain endured
by our Savior which His body never could have barnkess it had been sustained and strengthened by
union with His Godhead. Yet the sufferings of Hisllswere the soul of His sufferings. That soul o H
endured a torment equivalent to hell itself; thaiphment that was due to the wicked was that df hel
and though Christ suffered not hell, He sufferecegnivalent of it. And now, can your minds conceive
what that must have been? It was an anguish nevs theasured, an agony never to be comprehended.
It is to God, and God, alone, that His griefs wieityy known. Well does the Greek liturgy put it, Odr
unknown sufferings,” for they must forever remaegybnd guess of human imagination! See, brothers
and sisters, Christ has gone thus far—He has tdieesin, taken the curse, and suffered the en¢inalp
ty; the last penalty of sin was death, and theeetbe Redeemer died. Behold the mighty Conqueror
yields up His life upon the tree; His side is pesirthe blood and water flows forth, and His diksp
lay His body in the tomb. As He was first numberdgth the transgressors, He was afterwards num-
bered with the dead. See, beloved, here is Cheiatig the curse instead of His people; here He is,
coming under the load of their sin, and God dodsspare Him, but smites Him as He must have struck
us. He lays His full vengeance on Him. He laundlieblis thunderbolts against Him; He bids the curse
wreak itself upon Him, and Christ suffers all, sirss all.

I\V. And now let us conclude by considering WHAT ARE TBEESSED CONSEQUENCES OF
CHRIST'S HAVING THUS BEEN MADE A CURSE FOR US.

The consequences are that He has redeesidm the curse of the law. As many as Christ died
for, are forever free from the curse of the law,iden the law comes to curse a man who believes in
Christ, he says, “What have | to do with you, O?avou say, ‘I will curse you,’ but I reply, ‘You ka
cursed Christ instead of me; can you curse twiceofee offense?”” Behold how the law is silenced!
God's law, having received all it can demand, iss@unrighteous as to demand anything more; atl th
God can demand of a believing sinner, Christ heesadly paid, and there is no voice in earth or heave
that can accuse a soul that believes in Jesus\Wére in debt, but a friend paid your debt! No vean
be served on you; it matters nothing that did not payit, it is paid, and you have the receipt. That is
sufficient in any court of equity. So with the eatpenalty that was due to us, Christ has borneis.
true | have not borne it—I have not been to helt auffered the full wrath of God—but Christ ha$ su
fered that wrath for me, and | am as clear ashid myself paid the debt to God, and had myseH suf
fered His wrath. Here is a glorious foundationdstrupon! Here is a rock upon which to lay the ftan
tion of eternal comfort! Let a man once get to;thny Lord outside the city’s gate bleeding and dyin
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for me as my surety on the cross; He dischargeddey, why, then, great God, Your thunders | no
longer fear! How can You strike me now? You havkhassted the quiver of Your wrath—every arrow
has been already shot forth against the personyofaerd, and | am in Him clear, and clean, and ab-
solved, and delivered—even as if | had never sihftéd has redeemed us,” says the text. How often |
have heard certain gentry of the modern schodh@blbgy sneer at the atonement, because they charge
us with the notion of its being a sort of businassaction, or what they choose to call, “the raetite
view of it.” | hesitate not to say that the mera@nmetaphor expresses rightly God’s view of redemp
tion, for we find it so in Scripture. The atonemé&naransom—that is to say, a price paid, and in the
present case, the original word is more than ugwalpressive—it is a payment for, a price insteld o
Jesus did, in His sufferings, perform what may dreibly and fitly described as the payment of aran
som, the giving to justice,@uid pro quofor what was due on our behalf for our sins. ChirsHis per-
son, suffered what we ought to have sufferedunpersons; the sins that were ours were made His; He
stood as a sinner in God’s sight, though not aesimm Himself; He was punished as a sinner, and die
as a sinner upon the tree of the curse. Then haxhgusted His imputed sinnership by bearing tHe fu
penalty, He made an end of sin, and He rose agamn the dead to bring in that everlasting righteous
ness which at this moment covers the persons éfislélect, so that they can exultingly cry, “Whab
lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It igl®do justifies; who is he who condemns? It is &tri
who died, yes, rather, who is risen again, whoseneat the right hand of God, who also makes ieterc
sion for us.”

Another blessing flows from this satisfactory ditbhon. It is this, that now the blessing of God,
which had been up to then arrested by the curseade most freely to flow. Read the verse thabtedl
the text—“That the blessing of Abraham might conmetbe Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we
might receive the promise of the Spirit throughtfdiThe blessing of Abraham was that in his sdéd a
nations of the earth should be blessed. Since owd lesus Christ has taken away the curse duae,ta si
great rock has been lifted out from the riverbedsofl’'s mercy, and the living stream comes rippling,
roiling, swelling on in crystal tides, sweeping ¢e&f it all human sin and sorrow, and making glaal th
thirsty who stoop down to drink there. O my brothand sisters, the blessings of God'’s grace ale ful
and free this morning! They are as full as youressties! Great sinners, there is great mercy dor y
They are as free as your poverty could desire tteebe, free as the air you breathe, or as the mgoli
stream that flows along the waterbrook. You havetdirust Christ and you shall live! Be you whauyo
may, orwhatyou may, owhereyou may—though at hell’'s dark door you lie dowrd&spair and die—
yet the message comes to you, “God has made @hist a propitiation for sin. He made Him to be sin
for us who knew no sin, that we might be made tfleteousness of God in Him.” Christ has delivered
us from the curse of the law, being made a curseioHe who believes, has no curse upon him; he
may have been an adulterer, a swearer, a drun&ardijrderer, but the moment he believes, God sees
none of those sins in him; He sees him as an inmiovan, and regards his sins as having been laid on
the Redeemer and punished in Jesus as He die@ areén | tell you, if you believe in Christ thiom-
ing, my hearer, though you are the most damnabVeretiches that ever polluted the earth, yet yoli sha
not have a sin remaining on you after believingd®all look at you as pure! Even Omniscience shall
not detect a sin in you, for your sin shall be @uitthe scapegoat, even Christ, and carried awayfont
getfulness so that if your transgression is searébtie it shall not be found! If you believe—thasethe
guestion—you are clean! If you will trust the incare God, you are delivered! He who believes i8-jus
fied from all things. “Believe on the Lord JesusriSh) and you shall be saved,” for, “he who bel®ve
and is baptized, shall be saved. And he that bediewt shall be damned.”

| have preached to you the gospel—God knows withtva weight upon my soul, and yet with what
holy joy! This is no subject for gaudy eloquenaagl or high-flying attempts at oratory; this is atter
to be put to you plainly and simply. Sinners—yousineither be cursed of God, or else you must accept
Christ as bearing the curse instead of you. | dméeh you, as you love your souls, if you havesamy
ity left; accept this blessed and divinely-appaihteay of salvation! This is the truth of God whittte
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apostles preached, and suffered, and died to niginitas this for which the Reformers struggletis
this for which the martyrs burned at Smithfieldisithe grand basic doctrine of the Reformatiom, due
very truth of God. Down with your crosses and lgu®own with your pretensions to good works, and
your crouching at the feet of priests to ask aligmiufrom them! Away with your accursed and idola-
trous dependence upon yourself! Christ has finidadation-work; altogether finished it! Hold ngb u
your rags in competition with His fair white linerchrist has borne the curse—»bring not your pitiful
penances, and your tears all full of filth to mmglith the precious fountain flowing with His bldod
Lay down what is your own, and come and take whahrist’'s! Put away, now, everything that you
have thought of being or doing by way of winningeuatance with God! Humble yourselves, and take
Jesus Christ to be the Alpha and Omega, the FicstLast, the Beginning and End of your salvatién. |
you do this, not only shall yole saved, but yoare saved! Rest, you weary one, for your sins are for-
given! Rise, you lame man, lame through lack athfaior your transgression is covered; rise from th
dead, you corrupt one, rise like Lazarus from tmeld, for Jesus calls you! Believe and live! The agor
in themselves, by the Holy Spirit, are soul-quidkgn have done with your tears of repentance, and
your vows of good living until you have come to GhrThen take them up as you will. Your first les-
son should be none but Jesus, none but Jesushobdesus! O come to Him! See, He hangs upon the
cross; His arms are open wide, and He cannot these, for the nails hold them fast; He waits fouyo
His feet are fastened to the wood as though He nteaarry, still. O come to Him! His heart has noo
for you; it streams with blood and water—it wasrp&sl for you. That mingled stream-is
“Of sin the double cure,
To cleanse you from its guilt and power.”

An act of faith will bring you to Jesus. Say, “Loiddbelieve, help my unbelief.” And if you do scg h
cannot cast you out, for His word is, “Him who cane Me | will in no wise cast out.”

| have delivered to you the weightiest truth ofd@bat ever ears heard, or that lips spoke—putit n
from you! As we shall meet each other at the l@shéndous day, when heaven and earth are on g blaze
and the trumpet shall ring and raise the dead,eashall meet each other then, I challenge youamput
this from you! If you do, it is at your own perdnd your blood is on your own heads; | plead with y
to accept the gospel | have delivered to you; Jeisovah’s gospel; heaven itself speaks in the swod
hear today! Accept Jesus Christ as your substi@tgo it now, this moment, and God shall have glory
butyoushall have SALVATION! Amen.
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