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“Out of weakness were made strong.”
Hebrews 11:34.

SOME kinds of weakness are of God’s appointmentregaessarily incident to manhood; they are
not sinful, and therefore we may continue to bejexibto them without regret. In reference to such
weaknesses it may be that after beseeching thedwad thrice to remove them, it may be for our good
that they should remain, for then will our gracidgeied give us in place of removing the weakness, thi
reply “My grace shall be sufficient for you.” Thisa case of our weakness being made strong, anel th
are many of God’s saints who daily experience ssd#d a privilege; they are weak, and continue weak
they have infirmities which they once wished to @aa@moved, but which now they are content to bear,
for now they are of the same mind with the apostleey glory in their infirmity because when they are
weak they are strong. But, dear friends, therenitheer kind of weakness whigh sinful; a weakness
which springs not from nature, but frofallen nature; not from God’s appointment, but from our
sinfulness, and out of this we should desire todbkvered. We cannot pray for strength in sinful
weakness, but must earnestly plead for strengtfonee out of it and to be made strong. This seems to
me to be the particular blessing which faith isidai have obtained in the text “out of weaknessewer
made strong.” It is the inestimable privilege ofnypaa Christian to be strong in weakness when the
weakness is only one of infirmity, but it is an atiy precious gift to be made strong out of weaknes
when that weakness is of a sinful kind. Lookingmthe church at large, with as impartial an eyeas
can summon, we are afraid that for the most pastnbwadays comparable to a huge infirmary rather
than a camp filled with brave soldiers.

Both ministers and private members of the churehvary generally weak in one way or other. They
are living, but they are sickly; they are working {God, but they are working in a feeble, ineffitie
manner. If | look upon the camps of the Lord’'s emmmnwhether Puseyite or Broad church, | see
intelligence and vigor so apparent that | am aghbok that never was error more earnest, moreecti
and more intense than just now. There is a realiyut the efforts of our opponents which may well
alarm us, and when | look to the camp of the Lasud Christ | lament a predominant lukewarmness, a
want of enthusiasm and deficiency in force, whitlt,does not betoken a departure from God in hear
certainly indicates very great feebleness in thal ygarts—producing comparative weakness in all the
parts. | desire this morning to speak to those afgoweak; weak where they ought not to be, and who
feel a growing tendency to rest content in thatkmeas. | would stir up those who are beginning to
imagine that weakness is the normal and propes sfad Christian, that to be unbelieving, despogdin
nervous, timid, cowardly, inactive, heartless,tisvarst a very excusable thing. | want, if God wilto
show to the sinfully weak ones that their conditi®mot proper at all; | want to show that it isvark of
faith to lift us out of it; not to help us in ouvieweakness, but to deliver us out of it and tokenas
strong, reversing our present condition by enabliago be mighty in the work of God. Since the text
teaches that faith is the grand cure for spirifaableness, | shall, firstjte a few cases of cure; in the
second place shall analyze the remedy; in the third placd shall endeavor to administer it, and in the
fourth place shall say a word of praise to the Physician who prescribesit.
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|. At the outset we have said that faith is the corespiritual weakness, and | have to MENTION
CASES OF CURE.

I shall not now cite cases from the Old Testanwérdodily cures which have been worked by faith,
though | might mention Hezekiah, who being sickout¢ath was by faith in God’s promise, restored to
life and his period of existence lengthened 15 gelarthe apostolic times it was through faith tmainy
sicknesses were made to fly before the healingtofithe apostles. That power of healing has prighab
become extinct, or is lying dormant in the churglt there are still indications that faith has some
power in that direction. | cannot but think thatemhhonest Johwickliffe, raising himself up in the bed
of sickness, said to the monks who surrounded éxpecting him to die and tempting him to recant, “I
shall not die, but live to declare the wicked deefithe monks”—I cannot but think that his faithdha
much to do with his cure; had he been a man aharbus, wavering frame of mind, his sickbed might
have been his deathbed, but the vital forces wietkrawn into energetic action by the mental eryes§
his faith, and the crisis was safely passed. |@dknow how far faith may still operate upon thealip
frame, for there is certainly an intimate conneatthetween the soul and the body. Those wondrous
cases recorded in the life of Dorothea Trudel ofi@uindicate the singular power of faith to assnst
the cure of the body by its calming influence oe thind. That admirable woman, who has but just
departed this life, became the founder of a hospitarhich cures were worked mainly by the means of
prayer and faith—cures which have been substadtisiehe best possible manner, namely, by her
enemies having dragged her before the law courBio€h for practicing medicine without a diploma,
when she proved that the only medicine used wasctilig the mind to Christ, and proclaiming the
gospel, by which a holy calm spread over the mimd the body derived manifest benefit. Such cases,
and others which we have noticed, go to show thatei had more faith in the living God it might
sometimes be possible for the soul to so overmaiseebody that out of weakness we might still, in
Hezekiah’s fashion, be made strong. These hintsxarehowever, to the point, and relate rather to a
theory than to the revealed truth of God.

That faith strengthens Christians has been prafezh in the history of the church of God. The
church’s weakness springs mainly and mostly frotack of faith in her God, and in the revelation
which God has entrusted to her. When men belietensely they act vigorously, and when their
principles penetrate their very souls, and becoreeiqus to them as life itself, then no sufferiegao
severe, no undertaking is too laborious, and ndlicotoo heroic. They will enter upon impossilgs,
laugh at them, and overcome them, when once thew laf a surety that the principles which move
them are most certainly from God. This seems taanae the great work which Luther did in his day
under God the Holy Spirit's power. He brought bdéilck church to the strength of faith, and then her
whole force returned. The man knew very littletod truth of God, but upon the doctrine of justifioa
by faith he was clear as the sun at noonday, bwdsehalf a Romanist in most other respects. Bat th
one all-important thing he did for the church—hedader believe in God and in God’s truth with a
vigorous decision which had almost ceased from gnmoan.

Though he knew not all the weapons of the divimeaay, yet the one he did know he wielded with
such bravery of faith, and such tremendous dogmatisat his resolute soul shamed others into
steadfastness. See the man as he goes into Wafyisigda host of devils, though they were as many a
the tiles on the roofs of the houses. See him stgng in the Diet of Worms and alleging that heldo
not retract, so help him God! See him in his eadeeys, nailing up his theses upon the church dasrs
sailors nail their colors to the mast, or tearihg Pope’s bull in pieces, and casting it into the! fAs
men resolved on conquest break down the bridgesdbétem, and render retreat impossible, it was the
man’s faith in God that helped him to do great eitp) and the church learned from him to beliewa th
“God everywhere has sway, and all things serve right.” When the church once more believed
firmly, her spirit returned to her, and like a diaefreshed with new wine, she recommenced her race

In the modern revival under Whitefield and Wedlleg restoration of faith was the source of restored
strength. Those brothers, differing in doctringtsesy did, had this point in common, namely, thatyth
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were intense believers in the indwelling power anesence of the Holy Spirit in the church. Men had
been disputing and trying to prove or disprove g@ng. Sermons were frequent upon such topics as
whether there was a God or not. Now you never Yditefield or Wesley wasting time over such
matters; they were so full of God’s Spirit, and Icbsee Him so clearly everywhere at work, that they
felt no need of proving it. While men were discagsas to whether the Scriptures were inspired, and
men were writing books upon the evidences, these pneached the gospel and infidelity fled before
them. An age destitute of spiritual life generadiynuses itself by trying to prove what is not worth
proving, or wasting its energy upon external thit@gshe neglect of the inward; an age spirituallyea
takes itself to the Lord’s work, and treats all bbas folly and sin. The followers of Whitefielddan
Wesley, instead of proving with diffidence and aygiting for the gospel with half-heartedness, came
forth with, “Thus and thus said the Lord.” They méed their pulpits as monarchs mount their thrones,
and they proclaimed the truth of God, and men aekeaiged its power till from one end of the land to
the other the drjpones arose to life and stood as an exceedingbt @reny. Brothers and sisters, our
churches must come back to the old faith, andftorabelief in it! If you do not believe the artes$ of
your faith, reject them and do not be sham bel@wéthe doctrines which you profess are indead,tr
grip them, hold them fast, get them engraved upmur gouls, and burnt into your consciences. Have
faith in God and the truth—that the truth of Godhrat be destroyed nor God defeated. Vitality and
power in your faith will soon send force and lifea all the other parts of your spiritual manhood.

What has been proved upon the largest scale é&s foue in all other instances. For instarbe,
weakness of depraved human nature always gives way before the energy of that faithiclv the Spirit
works in us. The sinner, aroused in his weaknegiss slolefully—

“l would but cannot sing,

| would but cannot pray.

| would but cannot

Break the bonds of sin,

| would but cannot melt my heart

And soften it in penitence.”
When the sinner is pointed to the cross, and camesust himself with Jesus, viewing the blood
sprinkled and the righteousness worked out, themthn can pray, can sing, can melt in penitence, or
can rise up in flames of love. The inability of hamnature is instrumentally removed by the enefgy o
faith; it was through believing that you becamemsty;, if you had continued to live by work, or by
feeling, you would have been still as weak as dwatr when you looked out of self to Christ and teds
Him, it was then your strength came to you.

The same is true afubsequent spiritual weakness. Christians who are alive unto God, and are
endowed with some divine strength, are attackedrats with a spiritual, universal decline. Justgs
sometimes see a strong and healthy person growaig) gnd wan, losing appetite and falling into
sickness, until he becomes a mere skeleton becaugeneral sapping and undermining of the
constitution has come upon him—so have | seentit @hristians; they do not lose life, but they ded
all their energy, and become as listless and &§febes some of you probably now are in body thrabgh
heat of the air. Then they can scarcely walk, mash run, and mounting with wings as eagles isequit
out of the question. Such persons will bear witrtess the only way of recruiting their strengthbig
faith. They must come again to the first principleasd trust their souls anew with Jesus—believivey o
again with a novelty of energy the old doctrinesha gospel. They must go to God as to a real God i
believingprayer, and then they will not long remain weakt Ouweakness faith is sure to make us
strong, and the change effected in us is equahdb which we see in a man who having been long
confined to his couch, at last returns to his laf@mwing no tokens whatever of disease.

| have still been dealing with the great principfehe text on a large scale; we will now partaride
a little more. Take a few forms of weakness. Maslievers who are vigorous in many respects are
troubled with a hesitancy in their testimony—theyot speak up for Jesus. Whenever they try t@asay
good word, nervousness, or something akin tostyaes them. They say with Moses, “Lord, | am slow
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of speech.” They hesitate, or are still. Thereascuare for hesitancy in the confession of Christa¢do
faith; observe Moses, he is so hesitating that Giwes him Aaron to be his spokesman, but read
through the history, and Moses is the better oratdine two. Aaron has a golden mouth, but by degre
the confidence that Moses feels in his commissimabkes him to rebuke Aaron; and when Aaron goes
up to Mount Hor to sleep in the arms of God, Mast@sids up, and in that last sermon he deliveretl, an
that psalm he sung before the assembled multigalecannot detect the slightest trace of slownéss o
speech. The man overcome his weakness by faith-haf@ith gave him a holy courage—and the
tongue once bound became unloosed. | advise soymudb try it. A strong dose of the essentialdfil
believing taken every morning and evening wouldbé&naou to tell sinners all around what a dear
Savior you have found.

Another common weakness among Christians is ttgnitModesty is beautiful, but it may degenerate
to cowardice. It is well to be humble, it is nevezll to be weakly fearful. Some are always afraiky
dare not try this, and dare not try that; and éitihnappen to be placed in office where they cdnenice
others by their counsels, they are shockingly bfiders because they are always keeping the church
back from victory from a fear of defeat. What iswe cure for timidity? Faith, belief in the trush
God, in the right, in God, in invisible energy, helps which we cannot see, and aids which we should
not have dreamed of. This shakes off timidity. Takea specimen Barak. Barak is slow to go up agains
the enemies of God till Deborah, the mother ofdgraays she will go with him. Women sometimes
lend superior courage to men, and the weaker smsepritself the stronger. Look at Barak; after he h
once believed in the power of God, he marchesdditiht and wins the victory, and commemorated in
soul-stirring words by the poetess, “Awake, awdBeborah; awakeawake, utter a song; arise, Barak,
and lead your captivity captive, you son of AbinoaMighty to conquer was the man who was timid to
fight—when faith gave him courage, it made himriyph. Carry a vial of strong faith along with you,
and a good draught thereof will drive off faintifits. This is the true strong water, the genuingirel
the famous cordial, the heavenly Aqua Vitae.

A frequent form of weakness is despondency whicko common in English churches as to be as
much a national disorder as consumption. It isasotommon among you as it was, but still more so
than | could wish; we are not so joyful and frivedoas our Galician neighbors, and we are not goite
go-ahead as our trans-Atlantic friends. | am afemdEnglishmen we have a natural tendency to become
despondent; | know | feel it myself, and in theclarwhere | move it is not at all uncommon. Brogher
and sisters, despondency is not a virtue, | believe a vice—I am heartily ashamed of myself for
falling into it—and | am sure there is no remedyitdike a holy faith in God. Asaph, of old, wasry
subject to this weakness, and he said to hims@fhy are you cast down, O my soul, why are you
disquieted within me?” But what was the medicingduk? “Hope in God, for | shall yet praise Him for
the help of His countenance.” That was the remadg, David prescribes it too, when he says, “Tnust i
Him at all times, you people; pour out your hedrtfore Him.” Despondency hamstrings a man, it
makes him weak in the arena of conflict when hehbvag be like a well-trained athlete struggling twit
his foe, and contending for the mastery. Christimseech your Lord to increase your faith in Hioyry
trust in the unseen, your reliance upon His proraise fidelity, for when you get more faith, you lwil
rise superior to that weakness, and out of the mesgyou will be made strong.

Impatience too, impatient murmuring, is another form of Christian weakness in which muast not
expect to be made strong in divine grace, but mplestd for grace to get out of it. It strikes met thab
may naturally have been an impatient man. He uttexsy very tart and snappish things to his friends,
not one whit sharper than they deserved, but heefast to his integrity as if he had been a vergrilee
at first. But notice how strong he was and how rct#fahis weakness, when by divine grace, he could
say, “Though He slay me, yet will | trust in HimThere was the medicine, you see, trusting in God.
Job, full of faith, sitting on a dunghill, is a farore splendid sight than the Great Mogul uportliisne.
| do not believe heaven and earth ever saw a majestic spectacle than tpatriarch on the dunghill
covered with boils, scraping himself with a potsheand yet saying, “Shall | receive good from the
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hands of the Lord, and not receive evil?” Pringestentates and kings, your power never reached to
this, and even Solomon in all his glory was noaged so gloriously as poor Job. Brothers and sisifer
we had more faith in God that He makes all thingskwtogether for good to them who love Him, we
would not grow so impatient; we would bear the p#me cross, and the loss with greater equanimity,
feeling, “My Father sent it; my Father overrulesggibod will come of it.”

Perhaps you are weary of this list of weakneskes,| must add one more, namely, weakness in
overcomingbesetting sins. | hope we are not among those who make lightraf Aigenuine Christian
dreads sin; he will not say, “Is it not a littleeiti for he knows that a little sin is like a sm@dise of a
very potent poison—it is sufficient to destroy qeace and comfort. There are some sins which really
seem as if we could not get the mastery over thewil name one—apassionate disposition. A person
who is of quick temper may get into the conditidribonking, “Well, | was born so, and cannot helpl i
always shall be of a quick temper.” You always W#l if you think that, but it strikes me that thaap
of God must have power to overcome evil temperd,that your hope will be in believing that yours
can be overcome, and in struggling to mortify thrmong the other affections of the flesh. | know
personally men who were once very passionate,ieut@v gentle; they were once likely to take fise a
readily as tinder to a spark, but now they wouahdtfire right well; and if | had to select patienén, |
would select those very men who were notoriougheir fearful tempers in years gone by. “Well, my
dear friend,” you will say, “I cannot do it, sirNo, | know you cannot, but there is one who cae, th
eternal God who is your helper can surely help akenyou a reasonable being, and rid you of this
madness, for anger is temporary insanity. Surelgt G, make you morally sane, and bring you back to
a calm state of mind; only believe in His powerd @eek to be wholly sanctified by His grace—spirit,
soul, and body—and you will see that as He casg@mih of devils out of a man in days gone by, He ca
now cast this devil out of you so that you will et pestered with it any longer. You may have ttctva
it as a householder watches a thief, but you vatligout of doors and keep it at arm’s length. f&h
divine grace to get our temper under foot, and keépere, that though it may have a tendencyde ri
we may keep it down. Anyway, whatever may be lmesetting sin, and we all have something against
which we ought to strive, there have been casesioh such weaknesses have been cured by faith. We
have not time to stop to mention any modern ingsnbut we know many. | trust some of us could cite
our own history as an instance of what faith in @ad do. “Out of weakness they were made strong.”

Il. We will turn to our second head and ANALYZE THE MEINE.

The subject is so very wide that | must confinesatfyto one instance, and shall speak of the meelici
as it would be mixed and compounded for a man gting at very dreadful odds against a gigantic
system of evil. He is very weak, but through fdil becomes strong. One of the first ingredients of
faith’s medicine isa sense of right. Everybody admits that when a man is sure that fgln his side,
he finds strength in that belidgven if two men are going to court with one anattiee one who knows
that his case is founded upon justice enters thet @ath much more strength of mind than he who is
conscious of several flaws in his suit, and onlgts to the blessed uncertainty of the law. Theteuth
in the old saying that “a good conscience is thst Bemor.” It is not of very great use in a redtledor,
unfortunately, bullets have no respect for saindioner, but when in the way they are pretty sarkilt
anybody who stops them; but a good conscience tiseofitmost value in the battle of principle. A man
who cannot argue, yet knows he is right will sonvehar other stand his ground. He says, “My
opponent has more wit than | have; he understasgis better than I, but | know | am right.” And to
know you are right necessarily gives you strengtith is a belief in the rightness of that whichdGo
reveals, a trusting in its truth, and who doesumaterstand that a man who believes, therefore begsom
strong? A second ingredienthsavenly authority. Everybody knows that a man who is naturally weak
will often act very bravely when he has authoraybick him. Let the Christian combatant feel—as$ fee
he will when he has faith—that he is armed withirdevauthority, and you will not wonder if from a
dwarf he rises to a giant. “This,” he says, “is not quarrel; | believe it to be God’s war—the trath
God which | maintain at such hazards is no dognraybwn invention, it is God’s own offspring; God
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has sent me to fight for it—God puts the words imp mouth.” A man, thus conscious that he has a
mission from heaven, cannot be afraid; he must ighty; and when a man feels, in addition to that,
that God’s decree appoints him to accomplish aaceend, that God’s promise declares that he shall
succeed, and that from the eternal nature of ituthnnot sustain defeat—then surely he standsdike
rock in the midst of the billows, and lksannot waver, he casts all thought of fear to theds: Mixed
with this is a consciousness ludavenly companionship which makes the believer courageous. Many a
man who would have been afraid to go to battle @loas marched along very cheerily because of the
many thousands who are hurrying to the same battle.Christian feels that he has the companionship
of his God and Savior. Jesus’ name is “Emmanuet] With us.” The best of all is God is with us. léw
suffer, Jesus suffers in one of His members; ifaneeslandered and reproached for Jesus’ sakethi¢ is
cross of Christ which we are carrying, and Jesassbg with us. We hear the more than angel whjsper
“Fear not, | am with you.” Come then, let us sisgree march onward

“If on my face for Your dear name,

Shame and reproach shall be,

I'll hail reproach and welcome shame,

If You remember me.”

In addition to all this, faith haan expectation of supernatural help. Faith hears the wheels of
providence working on her behalf. Mohammed, in éaslier career, though his faith was but mere
fanaticism, yet gave great courage to his men eyd#ring things which he said and did; as he thhaw
handful of dust into the air, he believed thatfoess were blinded, and his soldiers won an easpmic
he declared that he heard the noise of angelsebas they came to the fight, and no sooner halluse
spoken than every man grew brave. Now the Christiahin imagination, but in spiritual fact, canahe
the wings of angels flying to the rescue of divingh. Here | see today the hand of a man, bué laégo
with it the wing of an angel. God works for His péy the evil He hinders and restricts, the good He
speeds and multiplies, and, therefore, strong uisiinle succors, we must not wonder that out of
weakness the believer is made strong. | must nat @me powerful ingredient in faith’s life-draught,
is theprospect of ultimate reward. Faith bows her head in the day of battle when thisgmed arrows fly
like hail. She whispers to herself, “I may fall,tdwshall rise again,” and she vows, by the ete(®adl,
that when she rises it shall be with the same bannger hand for which she fought. She knows that
the end she cannot, must not, fall—that she slwaltjger. When a man fears defeat he will probably
bring it upon himself, for his fear insures it; uben a man does not know how to be defeatedijttlee |
petty disasters of the way all contribute to hism#te victory. So, Christians, you who are warrfog
God and His truth, | hopgou will not despair because of the gloomy aspéthe present age. It may
appear as if infidelity and Puseyism together wadt out the very heart of God’s church, but coeyag
my brothers and sisters, courage. These foes atillie one another one of these days, or there riball
a man out of their own ranks who will be their ddall) we may yet live to thank God for the apparent
retrograde movements of today, for upon this theldlroay ride to a brighter ultimate triumph.

Faith is strong because she is sure of victorghRakes to herself this thought, that in the migtshe
shall share her reward. What will men not do farawvn? Even for an ivy crown the Grecian athlete
would strain every nerve; now they did it for araptible crown, but we for an incorruptible. Faith
makes the crown of eternal life glitter before bediever’s eyes; it waves before him the palm bihanc
Sense pictures the grave, loss, suffering, defleath, forgetfulness, but faith points to the resttron,
the pompous appearance of the Son of Man, thengalli the saints from every corner of the earth, th
clothing of them all in their triumphant array, atie entrance of the blood-washed conquerors h&o t
presence of God with eternal joy. Thus faith makesout of weakness, to become strong. Let me
remind you that the essential ingredients of faittomfort are just these—faith sees the invisiaiej
beholds the substance of that which is afar ofithHaelieves in God—a present, powerful God full of
love and wisdom effecting His decrees, accomplghiis purposes, fulfilling His promises, glorifying
His Son. Faith believes in the blood of Jesush@dffectual redemption on the bloody tree; itdeds
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in the power of the Holy Spirit, His might to softéhe stone, and to put life into the very ribsleéth.
Faith grasps the reality of this Book, she doedamwit upon it as a sepulcher with a stone laidtphuit
as temple in which Christ reigns, as an ivory palaat of which He comes riding in His chariot,
conquering and to conquer. Faith does not beliegagbspel to be a worn-out scroll, to be rollecand
put away; she believes that the gospel, insted&eiofy in its senility, is in its youth; she antiatps for it
a manhood of mighty struggles, and a grand matofitylessedness and triumph; faith does not shirk
the fight, she longs for it because she foresessitttory. | would compare faith to an emperor ¢fom
we have read that he summoned his counselors arataily judged as to whether he should go to war
by their opinion, but he did it in the following maer—if they warned him that it would be a very
fearful war, if they said that the enemy’s citiesuld never be taken, that the armies on the ofider s
were too numerous to be conquered, and the pravituze extensive to be held, he would reply, “We
will do it then, forif there is anything which you, gentlemen, think®easy, it is beneath the dignity of
the emperor and the troops whom he commands, lauifeckon it impossible there is a clear field fo
honor.” Was it not a man fit to be a soldier oflsacprince, who when told that the Persian arroemew
so numerous that they would obscure the light ef gbn, replied, “We shall fight splendidly in the
shade.” Surely he was akin to Alexander, who, wihey said that the Persians were as the sandson th
seashore, replied, “One butcher is not afraid whale flock of sheep.” So let it be with us; let fegl
that we are men of another mold than to be aftatdjs feel that believing in God we do not knowho
to spell “coward,” and as to fear of defeat or feman, we give that up for the craven dogs wintksl|
at their master’s heels, and wear their masterfeurc@nd eat the garbage which his bounty thraws t
them. We care not for the things that are seerhawve learned to live upon angels’ diets, and tdleat
bread which comes down from heaven. Our mottoGauftage! Courage!” And our belief is that the
day shall come-

“When the might with the right

And the right with the might

Forever more shall be,

And come what may

To stand in the way,

That day the world shall see.”

[ll. The third point is to ADMINISTER THIS MEDICINE, buto time remains, and besides | cannot
do it; you must go to Him who compounded it, naméhe blessed Spirit of the living God, and take
with you this prayer, “Lord, | believe, help my wlief,” and this other one, “Lord, increase outhdi
But I will give you a few hints. Some of you areimg through a present personal difficulty; you are
embarrassed in money matters, or a child is sickhewife is dying, or some other providentiahlris
vexing you—you are saying, “l cannot bear it!” lIMnot pray with you that you may be comforted in
that sinful weakness, but | will, and do beseech yoask for faith in that Father's hand which gl
the rod that you may get out of the weakness, aayglmow be made strong to suffer with holy patience
what your loving Father’s wisdom appoints for y@ihers have a spiritual duty before you, but yau ar
shirking it because of its difficulty. You do naoke to “go through the ordeal’—that is what youl dal
You are disobediently timid. Now, | shall not askdxo comfort you in that weakness—you know your
Master’s will, and you do mot; may you be beaten with many stripes, and meaystripes be blessed to
you. | will ask that, knowing your duty, you maeiout of that weakness by believing that God will
help you to obey, and so out of weakness you maydie strong. Some of you are called, where you
live, to contend earnestly for God and for His hru¥ou have many adversaries, and your weakness
makes you withhold your testimony; you have beenrtring a good deal; you have been worshipping
that modern Diana called Charity, which is the tavithe form of an angel of light, and instead of
bringing out all the truth of God, you have givgmthe corners of it. | shall not ask that you mayé
any comfort in such weakness. May you be ashamédwhg been ashamed of Christ and of His cross;
but | do plead with God for you that believing thery sweepings of His truth to be precious, and the
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very cuttings of the diamond of the gospel to bertiwdighting for, you may escape from your
weakness, and be made strong in life and deatbltiytdeclare God’s truth.

Some or you always doubt your Father’s love, tthfulness of Christ, and your own interest in
Him. I will not comfort you in such a state; | willbt pray God to comfort you while you are in itit b
do ask you to pray that you flee from such weaknBssnot doubt your God till you have cause to
doubt Him. Oh, brothers and sisters, if you wilvee distrust the Lord Jesus till He gives you an
occasion for distrust, and till there is somethingHis character which should rationally excite you
suspicion, you will never disbelieve again! | pngyu seek more faith, and you will rise out of your
fears. You who are afraid of dying—and there amesguch here—shall | ask that you may be made
strong while in that weakness? No. | dare not. J€&rist did not come to give you comfort while you
are under the fear of death; He came to delivesetvaho, through fear of death, are their entietifiie
subject to bondage. The plea shall be, therefbat,yiou may have such faith in God, and such a view
the Canaan on the other side of the flood, that iyay look forward with delight, or at least with
resignation, to the time when you shall pass therrand be forever with the Lord. The text saysof
weakness, brothers and sisters, and oh, may God grant tme f you who have been lying spiritually
on a sickbed may through this sermon be made ®upkyour bed and walk; may all weakness be left
behind even as the child leaves the little garmehtke nursery behind him when he becomes a man.

IV. My last work was to PRAISE THE PHYSICIAN, and wisothis? Who is it that has taught us to
believe? It is our Father who is in heaven, who taaght us and bids us trust Him—blessed be His
name! Join with me—you need not sing with thoss-jpet your heart sing as you say, “Blessed be our
heavenly Father who has given us precious faitiHim. Source of all goodness, foundation of all
confidence, we adore You for teaching us the sveeetf trusting You!” Let us also, with equal
thankfulness, bless the Lord Jesus, for we hadrrigsen capable of faith in the invisible God ifrihe
had not been a Mediator by whom we might come to.HBlessed be those wounds and those agonies,
and that death which is the door of our faith ia Bather’'s love. Blessed, moreover, be that mysieri
person, the Holy Spirit, for faith is His gift, anidit is to be increased in us, He must incredaséQ
blessed Spirit, be You forever praised for putough a jewel as faith into our poor hearts; anddad
be Your power for keeping it there, for Satan wdoltg ago have stolen it; and blessed be Your Bnerg
which shall keep it till  am beyond the reachluoé foe.”

Brothers and sisters, do not let what | have Haglmorning merely pass your ears. | am persuaded
that though | have not put it as | could wish, ¢éhier a great deal of practical value in the trdh&od
which | have stated. You must be strong. This isaroage in which weak Christianity will do. It is
strong energetic religion that we need now, and gannot obtain it except by gaining strong faithd a
much of it. Plead for it, and then, when you shaWe obtained it, the world shall feel your poweod
shall be glorified, and Christ's name shall beelifthigh.

You who have no faith at all may learn somethiegeh It is only by faith that the impotence and
inability of human nature is overcome, so that sbel receives Christ unto salvation. May the Holy
Spirit work that faith in you to your eternal safea, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—HEBREWS 11.
Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, all free, visit:
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