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“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after rigtdusness: for they shall be filled.”
Matthew 5:6.

[In the year 1873, Mr. Spurgeon delivered what &lked “a series of sententious homilies” on thetBeades.
After an introductory discourse upon the SermomhenMount and the Beatitudes as a whole, he intktale
preach upon each one separately, but either illmessme other special reason prevented him fréimdarrying
out this purpose. There are, however, six Sermpoa the Beatitudes, five of which have already aemn
lished—See Sermons #422, Volume 7—THE PEACEMAKER;(38, Volume 35—THE HUNGER AND
THIRST WHICH ARE BLESSED; #3155, Volume 55—THE BEARTUDES;#3156, Volume 55—THE FIRST
BEATITUDE ; #3065, Volume 53—THE THIRD BEATITUDE—aithis one—
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| REMARKED, on a former occasion, that each of segen Beatitudes rises above the one which
precedes it, and rises out of it. It is a highenghto hunger and thirst after righteousness tlabet
meek, or to mourn, or to be poor in spirit. Butman ever becomes hungry and thirsty after righteous
ness unless he has first passed through the thedienipary stages—has been convinced of his soul
poverty, has been made to mourn for sin and has t@lered humble in the sight of God. | have al-
ready shown that the meek man is one who is cadenith what God has given him in this world, that
he is one whose ambition is at an end and whoseatieps are not for things beneath the moon. Very
well then, having ceased to hunger and thirst a@ffisrworld, he is the man to hunger and thirstradin-
other and a better one! Having said farewell ts¢hgross and perishing things, he is the man twthr
the whole intensity of his nature into the pursafithat which is heavenly and eternal—which is here
described as “righteousness.” Man must first ofballcured of his ardor for earthly pursuits befoee
can feel fervor for heavenly ones. “No man can edwo masters.” And until the old selfish principle
has been driven out and the man has become humtlenaek, he will not begin to hunger and thirst
after righteousness.

|. Proceeding at once to consider our text, we ndtere, first, THE OBJECTIVE WHICH THE
BLESSED MAN DESIRES. He hungers and thirsts afigdnteousness.

As soon as the Spirit of God quickens him andlyeabkes him a blessed marg begins to long
after righteousness before Gdde knows that he is a sinner and that as a simmés unrighteous and,
therefore, is condemned at the bar of the Most High he wants to be righteous. He desires to have
iniquity removed and the defilement of the pastteld out. How can this be done? The question which
he asks again and again is, “How can | be madé¢edgis in the sight of God?” And he is never sadsfi
until he is told that Jesus Christ is made of Gntbws “wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifinati
and redemption.” Then when he sees that Christidi¢gke sinner’s place, he understands how the sin-
ner’s sins are put away—and when he comprehenttivést has worked out a perfect righteousness,
not for Himself, but for the unrighteous—he commedis how, by imputation, he is made righteous in
the sight of God through the righteousness of J&usst! But until he knows that, he hungers and
thirsts after righteousness—and he is blessedum ltingering and thirsting.

After he has found Christ to be his righteousras$ar as justification is concerned, this man then
longs to have a righteous naturélas,” he says, “it is not enough for me to kntvat my sin is forgiv-
en. | have a fountain of sin within my heart andepiwaters continually flow from it. Oh, that nma-
ture could be changed so that I, the lover of sin, dda¢ made a lover of that which is good! That |,
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now full of evil, could become full of holiness!”éHbegins to cry out for this and he is blessedche t
crying—but he never rests until the Spirit of Godk®s him a new creature in Christ Jesus. Then is he
renewed in the spirit of his mind and God has giken, at least in measure, that which he hungeds an
thirsts after, namely, righteousness of natureh&tepassed from death unto life, from darknessghd! |
The things he formerly loved, he now hates, andhimgs he then hated he now loves!

After he is regenerated and justified, he stilgsaafter righteousness in another sense-wants to
be sanctifiedThe new birth is the commencement of sanctificaind sanctification is the carrying on
of the work commenced in regeneration—so the btessan cries, “Lord, help me to be righteous in my
character. You desire truth in the inward parts—pkes whole nature pure. Let no temptation get the
mastery over me. Subdue my pride. Correct my jusigméep my will in check. Make me to be a holy
man in the innermost temple of my being and thémlg conduct toward my fellow men be in all re-
spects all that it should be. Let me speak sottiet can always believe my word. Let me act so that
none can truly charge me with injustice. Let mg life a transparent one—let it be, as far as ishpess
the life of Christ written over again.” Thus, yoees the truly blessed man hungers and thirstusdifi}
cation, for regeneration, and for sanctification!

When he has all of theslke longs for perseverance in gradée thirsts to bé&eptright. If he has
overcome one bad habit, he thirsts to put dowotakrs. If he has acquired one virtue, he thikstsct
quire more. If God has given him much grace, hesthifor more. And if he is, in some respects, hise
Master, he perceives his defects and mourns oeen-thand goes on to thirst to be still more like 3esu
He is always hungering and thirsting to be madktramnd to be kept right. So he prays for final pers
verance and for perfection. He feels that he hak authunger and thirst after righteousness thatithe
never be satisfied until he wakes up in the imageiLord that he will never be content until tast
sin within him is subdued and he shall have no npoopensities to evil, but be out of gunshot of pem
tation!

And such a man, beloveldonestly desires to see righteousness promotedgimmsrfellow menHe
wishes that all men would do as they would be doneand he tries, by his own example, to teach them
to do so. He wishes that there were no fraud, Ise faitness, no perjury, no theft, no lasciviousnéte
wishes that right ruled in the whole world. He wibalccount it a happy day if every person could be
blessed and if there were no need of punishmenffenses because they had ceased. He longs to hear
that oppression has come to an end. He wants taglgegovernment in every land. He longs for wars
to cease and that the rules and principles of righdl not force and the sharp edge of the sworg, ma
govern all mankind. His daily prayer is, “Lord, Mour kingdom come, for Your kingdom is righteous-
ness and peace.” When he sees any wrong doneighegjover it. If he cannot alter it, he grievdsla
more! And he labors as much as lies in him to lbganotest against wrong of every sort. He hungeds a
thirsts after righteousness. He does not hungettarsl that his own political party may get intovger,
but he does hunger and thirst that righteousnegsbhmalone in the land. He does not hunger andt thirs
that his own opinions may come to the front, arat this own sect or denomination may increase in
numbers and influence, but he does desire thateagisness may come to the fore. He does not crave
for himself that he may be able to sway his fellmen according to his own desires, but he does wish
that he could influence his fellow men for that ethis right and true, for his soul is all on fir@hwthis
one desire—righteousness—righteousness for himggiteousness before God, righteousness between
man and man! This he longs to see and for thisumgérs and thirsts—and therein Jesus says that he i
blessed.

Il. Now NOTICE THE DESIRE ITSELF.

It is said that he hungers and thirsts after aghtness—a double description of his ardent disire
it. Surely it would have been enough for the mahuoger for it, but he thirsts as well. All the apfes,
desires and cravings of his spiritual nature gotowards what he wants above everything else, namel
righteousness. He feels that he has not attaingchtmself, and therefore he hungers and thirstgtf
And he also laments that others have not attainédand, therefore, he hungers and thirsts fomthe
that they, too, may have it.

We may say of this passion, firfitat, it is real Hungering and thirsting are matters of fact, faot
cy. Suppose that you meet a man who tells youhtas so hungry that he is almost starving, and you
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say to him, “Nonsense, my dear fellow, just forgktabout it! It is a mere whim of yours, for yoarc

live very well without food if you like”? Why, hertows that you are mocking him! And if you could
surprise some poor wretch who had been floating looat cast away at sea, and had not been able for
days to moisten his mouth except with the brinyavathich had only increased his thirst—and if you
were to say to him, “Thirst? It is only your fangygu are nervous, that is all, and you need ndktiin

the man would soon tell you that he knows bettantthat, for he must drink or die! There is nothimg

this world that is more real than hunger and thi#ahd the truly blessed man has such a real passion,
desire and craving after righteousness that itazdy be likened to hunger and thirst. Heisthave his

sins pardoned, hmustbe clothed in the righteousness of Christ, anthbstbe sanctified! And he feels
that it will break his heart if he cannot get ridsin. He pines, he longs, and he prays to be rmatg

He cannot be satisfied without this righteousnesse-ais hungering and thirsting for it is a verylrea
thing.

And not only is it realit is also most naturallt is natural to men who need bread to hungeu o
not have to tell them when to hunger or when tosthlif they have not bread and water, they huager
thirst naturally. So, when the Spirit of God hasmiped our nature, that new nature hungers andsthirs
after righteousness. The old nature never did, nemeld, and never would—it hungers after the husks
that the swine eat—but the new nature hungers affeteousness. It must do so, it cannot helpfitsel
You do not need to say to the quickened man, “Bdsitiness.” Why, he would give his eyes to possess
it! You need not say to a man who is under conercf sin, “Desire the righteousness of Christ.” He
would be willing to lay down his life if he couldibobtain it! He hungers and thirsts after rightaoess
from the very necessities of his nature.

And this desire is described in such terms thapeeive thatt is intense What is more intense
than hunger? When a man cannot find any nourishrhenhunger seems to eat him up—his yearnings
after bread are terrible. | have heard it said thahe bread riots, the cry of the men and wonn f
bread was something far more terrible to hear tharcry of, “Fire!” when some great city has been o
a blaze. “Bread! Bread!” He that has it not feélatthe must have it—but the cravings of thirstearen
more intense. It is said that you may palliateghags of hunger, but that thirst makes life, itsglbur-
den—the man must drink or die. Well now, such i iffitense longing after righteousness of a man
whom God has blessed! He wants it so urgently easays in the anguish of his heart that he cannot
live without it. The psalmist, says, “My soul waftg the Lord more than they that watch for the mor
ing: | say, more than they that watch for the mmgtii

There is no other desire that is quite like theirgeof a quickened man after righteousness and,
thereforethis desire often becomes very painfdlinger and thirst endured up to a certain painglve
the very keenest of pangs, and a man who is se¢hengghteousness of Christ is full of unutterable
woe until he finds it. And the Christian warringaast his corruptions is led to cry, “O wretchedmma
that | am!” until he learns that Christ has won taory for him. And the servant of Christ desgito
reclaim the nations, and to bring his fellow meridibow that which is right and good, is often theb-
ject of unutterable pangs. He bears the burdeheot.ord and goes about his work like a man who has
too heavy a burden to carry! Painful, indeed, i® ithe soul to be made to hunger and thirst aiftyt-
eousness.

The expressions in our text also indicate th&t is a most energetic desird/hat will not a man
who is hungry be driven to do? We have an old piovieat “hunger breaks through stone walls” and,
certainly, a man hungry and thirsty after rightewss will break through anything to get it! Have we
not known the sincere penitent traveling many mihegrder to get where he could hear the gospef? Ha
he not often lost his night's rest and brought lalhalmost to death’s door by his determination in
pleading with God for pardon? And as to the man wshgaved and who desires to see others saved, how
often, in his desire to lead them in the right wajl] he surrender home comforts to go to a distant
land? How often will he bring upon himself the st@nd contempt of the ungodly because zeal for
righteousness works mightily within his spirit? dbwd like to see many of these hungry and thirsigso
as members of our churches, preaching in our ylpiling in our Sunday schools and mission sta-
tions—men and women who feel that thaystsee Christ’'s kingdom come or they will hardly béeab
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to live! This holy craving after righteousness, @hhthe Holy Spirit implants in a Christian’s sobg-
comes domineering—it is not merely energetic, butominates his entire being! For this he puts all
other wishes and desires aside. He can be a lmsehe must be righteous! He can be ridiculed,haut
must hold fast his integrity! He can endure scout,he must declare the truth of God! “Righteoushes
he must have! His spirit demands it by an app#tié lords it over all other passions and propesit
And truly “blessed” is the man in whom this is ttese.

For, mark youto hunger after righteousness is a sign of spitilifa. Nobody who was spiritually
dead ever did this. In all the catacombs thereneagr yet been found a dead man hungering or thirst
ing—and there never will be. If you hunger andghafter righteousness, you are spiritually aliad
it is also a proof of spiritual healtiPhysicians will tell you that they regard a g@ampbetite as being one
of the signs that a man’s body is in a healthyestadind it is the same with the soul. Oh, to havava r
enous appetite after Christ! Oh, to be greedy dfterbest things! Oh, to be covetous after holiraas
fact, to hunger and thirst after everything thatight, good, pure, lovely and of good repute. Miag
Lord send us more of this intense hunger and tHirgt the very opposite condition to that of thelf-
satisfied and the self-righteous. Pharisees newegdr and thirst after righteousness—they havthall
righteousness they need and they even think tlegt thve some to spare for that poor publican over
yonder who cries, “God be merciful to me a sinndéfrd man thinks that he is perfect, what can havkn
about hungering and thirsting? He is already filléth all that he needs and he, too, thinks thatdwed
give of his redundant riches to his poor brotheovughsighing over his imperfections! For my pargnh
quite content to still have the blessing of hunggrand thirsting, for that blessing stands sidesiolg
with another experience, namely, that of beingdi-and when one is in one sense filled, yet infarot
sense one still hungers for more—this makes ugodheplete Beatitude! “Blessed are they who hunger
and thirst after righteousness: for they shallilbedf”

lll. Having thus described the objective and the deditke truly blessed man, | must now proceed,
in the third place, to speak of THE BLESSING ITSEllke benediction which Christ pronounces over
those who hunger and thirst after righteousnedseyKhall be filled.”

Thisis a unique blessindNo one else ever gets “filled.” A man desires mdae eats it and is filled
for a little while—but he is soon hungry again. Aamdesires drink. And he has it, but he is soastthi
again. But a man who hungers and thirsts aftertemsness shall be so “filled” that he shall never
again thirst as he thirsted before! Many hunger thindt after gold, but nobody ever yet filled lsisul
with gold—it cannot be done. The richest man wherdiwed was never quite as rich as he would have
liked to be. Men have tried to fill their souls twvitvorldly possessions. They have added field tll fie
farm to farm, and street to street and town to toNmnt seemed as if they would be left alone het
land—but no man ever yet could fill his soul with estate, however vast it might be! A few more sicre
were needed to round off that corner or to joirt faem to the main body of his territory—or if heudd
only have had a little more upland he might havenbgatisfied—but he did not get it, so he was still
discontented. Alexander conquered the world, bwioild not fill his soul—he wanted more worlds to
conquer! And if you and | could own a dozen worldsye we possessors of all the stars and if wedcoul
call all space our own, we would not find enoughiltaur immortal spirits. We would only be magnif
icently poor, a company of imperial paupers! God sa made man’s heart that nothing can ever fill it
but God, Himself. There is such a hungering ansting put into the quickened man that he discerns
his necessity and he knows that only Christ camplyupat necessity. When a man is saved, he has ob-
tained all that he needs. When he gets Christssatisfied. | recollect a foolish woman asking me,
some years ago, to let her tell my fortune. | $aitier, “I can tell you yours, but | don’'t want kaow
mine—mine is already made, for | have everythirgt thneed.” “But,” she said, “can’t | promise you
something for years to come?” “No,” | answeredi6h’'t need anything. | have everything that | need—
| am perfectly satisfied and perfectly contentedlid | can say the same tonight! 1 do not know any-
thing that anybody could offer to me that wouldrease my satisfaction. If God will but bless thalso
of men and save them, and get to Himself gloryniféled with contentment—I need nothing more. |
do not believe that any man can honestly say ashraadhat unless he has found Christ. If he has by
faith laid hold upon the Savior, then he has grdgpat which always brings the blessing with it.e“H
shall be filled.” It is a unique blessing!
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And the blessing is most appropriaés well as unique. A man is hungry and thirsty. H@am you
take away his hunger without filling him with foodhd how can you remove his thirst without filling
him with drink, at least in sufficient quantity gatisfy him? So Christ’'s promise concerning the man
who hungers and thirsts after righteousness is, sSkil be filled.” He wants righteousness—he shall
have righteousness! He wants God—he shall have Bediants a new heart—he shall have a new
heart. He wants to be kept from sin—he shall bd k®m sin. He wants to be made perfect—he shall
be made perfect. He wants to live where there ane that sin—he shall be taken away to dwell where
there shall be no sinners forever and ever!

In addition to being unique and appropridtes blessing is very large and abunda@hrist said,
“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after eghsness: for they shall’—have a sup by the way?
Oh, no! “For they shall’—have a little comfort eyerow and then? Oh, no! “For they shall be filled"—
filled. And the Greek word might even better be rendéetbedy shall be satiated.” “They shall have all
they need, enough and to spare! They who hungethénsd after righteousness shall be filled—filled
the brim. How true this is! Here is a man who sdysm condemned in the sight of God. | feel and
know that no actions of mine can ever make me el before Him. | have given up all hope of self-
justification.” Listen, O man, will you believe resus Christ, the Son of God and take Him to dtend
fore God as your substitute and representative@lll he says, “I do trust in Him, and in Him alerf
Well, then, O man, know that you have received fi@Ghrist a righteousness which may well satisfy
you! All that God could rightly ask of you was tperfect righteousness of a man, for being a main tha
is all the righteousness that you could be expetttguesent to God. But in the righteousness ofsthr
you have perfect righteousness of a man and marettitat—you also have the righteousness of God!
Think of that! Father Adam, in his perfection, wdhe righteousness of man and it was lovely to look
upon as long as it lasted. But if you trust in 3es@u are wearing the righteousness of God, farsCh
was God as well as man. Now, when a man attaitisateexperience, and knows that having believed in
Jesus, God looks upon him as if the righteousnkedssus were his own righteousness—and in fact im-
putes to him the divine righteousness which is €lsr—that man is filled! Yes, he is more than filje
he is satiated! All that his soul could possiblgide, he already possesses in Christ Jesus!

| told you that the man also wanted a new natdeesaid, “O God, | long to get rid of these evil
propensities. | need to have this defiled body afarmade to be a temple meet for You. | want to be
made like my Lord and Savior, so that | may be abMalk with Him in heaven forever and ever.” Lis-
ten, O man! If you believe in Jesus Christ, thisvigat has been done to you! You have received into
your nature, by the Word of God, an incorruptibded, “which lives and abides forever.” That is al-
ready in you if you are a believer in Jesus arwdit no more die than God, Himself, can die, fos &
divine nature. “The grass withers, and the flowmreof falls away; but the word of the Lord’—that
word which you have received if you have believedlesus—“endures forever.” The water which
Christ has given you shall be in you a well of watgringing up into everlasting life! In the momexft
our regeneration, a new nature is imparted tofushach the apostle Peter says, “The God and Father
our Lord Jesus Christ, according to His abundantyéas begotten us again unto a lively hope by th
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, tanleritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and tlaakes
not away.” And the same apostle also says tha¢\ms are “partakers of the divine nature, havisg e
caped the corruption that is in the world throught.I' Is not that a blessed beginning for those who
hunger and thirst after righteousness?

But listen further. God the Holy Spirit, the thipgrson of the blessed Trinity, condescends to come
and dwell in all believers! Paul writes to the attunof God at Corinth, “Know you not that your bady
the temple of the Holy Spirit?” God dwells in yauy brother or sister in Christ! Does not this truth
astonish you? Sin dwells in you, but the Holy Sgas also come to dwell in you and to drive sihaju
you. The devil assails you and tries to capturer wpirit and to make it like those in his own infal
den—>but lo, the eternal has Himself come down arghened Himself within you! The Holy Spirit is
dwelling within your heart if you are a believerdasus! Christ Himself is “in you the hope of glény
you really want righteousness, dear soul, surelylyave ithere—the nature changed and made like the
nature of God. The ruling principle altered, sinhdened and the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
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dwelling within you as your Lord and Master! Whythink that however much you may hunger and
thirst after righteousness, you must count younself filled since you have these immeasurabledles
ings!

And listen yet again, my brother or sister in Ghri¥ou shall be kept and preserved even to thé end
He who has begun to cleanse you will never leagevibrk until He has made you without spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing. He never begins a watkch He cannot or will not complete! He never
failed in anything that He has undertaken and Hesnwiill fail! Your corruptions have their heads al
ready broken and though your sins still rebels but a struggling gasp for life. The weapons ofori-
ous grace shall slay them all and end the strifevier. The sins that trouble you today shall be those
Egyptians that pursued the children of Israel ithi® Red Sea—you shall see them no more forever.
“The God of peace shall bruise Satan under yourdiertly.” And as surely as you have believed in
Christ, poor imperfect worm of the dust as you goej shall walk with Him in white on yonder golden
streets in that city within whose gates there shaller enter anything that defiles, “but they whack
written in the Lamb’s book of life.” Yes, believeyou shall be near and like your God! Do you hear
this? You hunger and thirsts after righteousness+sjwll have it without stint, for you shall be arfe
the “partakers of the inheritance of the saintght.” You shall be able to gaze upon God in Hisft
fable glory and to dwell with the devouring firedathe everlasting burnings of His unsullied purity!
You shall be able to see the God who is a consufire@nd yet not be afraid, for there shall behirtg
in you to be consumed! You shall be spotless, iangqure, and immortal as your God Himself—wiill
not this satisfy you?

“Ah,” you say, “it satisfies me for myself, butlould like to see my children righteous too.” Then
commend them to that God who loves their fatherthed mother and ask Him to bless your children
as He blessed Isaac for Abraham’s sake, and bldssedb for Isaac’s sake. “Oh,” you say, “but | also
want to see my neighbors saved.” Then hunger #fégr souls! Thirst after their souls as you haua-h
gered and thirsted after your own! And God willdleaou how to talk to them and probably, as you are
hungering and thirsting for their souls, He will keayou the means of their conversion!

There is also this truth of God to solace you—eheill be righteousness all over this world one.day
Millions still reject Christ, but He has a peopléawvill not reject Him. The masses of mankind a-pr
sent fly from Him, but “the Lord knows them thaeaflis.” As many as the Father gave to Christ shall
surely come to Him; Christ shall not be disappalntdis cross shall not have been set up in vain. “He
shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days,taagleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His haiel.
shall see of the travail of His soul, and shalkhésfied.” Well may you groan because of the idb&t
do not fall, the oppressions that do not come teraah, the wailing of the widows, the weeping of the
orphans and the sighing of those that sit in dasgnand see no light. But there will be an endldhss.
Brighter days than these are coming—either the gJospl cover the earth, or else Christ Himself lwil
personally come. Whichever it is, it is not for meedecide, but somehow or other, the day shall come
when God shall reign without a rival over all therth, you can be sure of that! The hour shall come
when the great multitude, as the voice of many kgatnd as the voice of mighty thundering, shall sa
“Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigns!”

If we are hungering and thirsting after rightecess) we are on the winning side! The battle may go
against us just now. Priestcraft may be pushingarsly and evils which our forefathers routed may
come back with superior strength and cunning aodaflittle while, the courage of the saints may be
dampened and their armies may waver—but the Lalidliges and as the Lord lives, righteousness
alone shall triumph—and all iniquity and every &isay must be trampled underfoot! Fight on, for you
must ultimately be victors. You cannot be beatelessithe eternal, Himself, should be overthrown—
and that can never be. Blessed is the man who ktltatshe cause that he has espoused is a righteous
one, for he may know that in the final chapterhad world’s history, its triumph must be recorded H
may be dead and gone. He may only sow the seedidwons shall reap the harvest and men shall
speak of him with grave respect as of a man whedlivefore his time and who deserves honor of those
that follow him! Stand up for the right! Hold fatst your principles, my brothers and sisters in &thri
Follow after holiness and righteousness in evegpshand form. Let no one bribe or turn you away
from this blessed Book and its immortal tenetsldwlafter that which is true, not that which is noat
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ized by the great. That which is just, not thatahhsits in the seat of human authority. And follafter
this with a hunger and a thirst that are insatialplé you shall yet be “filled.”

Would you like to be up there in the day whenRmmce of truth and right shall review His armies?
Would you like to be up there when the jubilantghshall rend the heavens, “The King of kings and
Lord of lords has conquered all His foes and thel @ad all his hosts are put to flight”? Would ybke
to be up there, | say, when all His trophies otang are displayed and the Lamb that was slainl steal
the reigning monarch of all the nations, gatheshgaves of scepters beneath His arms and treading o
the crowns of princes as worn out and worthless@ldvgou like to beherethen? Then baerenow—
herewhere the fight rages! Here where the King's stamhda unfurled—and say unto your God, “O
Lord, since | have found righteousness in Chrisf am myself saved, | am pledged to stand for the
right and for the truth so long as | live! So kewme faithful even unto death.”

As | close my discourse, | pronounce over all@fi yvho are trusting in Jesus the fourth benediction
spoken by Christ on the Mount of Beatitude, “Blessge they who hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness: for they shall be filled.” Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
MATTHEW 5:43-48; 6:1-4.

Matthew 5:43. You have heard that it has been said, You shad {@mur neighbor, and hate your
enemyln this case a command of Scripture had a humathasis fitted on to it by depraved minds—
and this human addition was mischievous. This mmon method—to append to the teaching of
Scripture, something which seems to grow out @i ito be a natural inference from it—which some-
thing may be false and wicked. This is a sad cragainst the word of the Lord. The Holy Spirit will
only father His own words. He owns the precepipu shall love your neighbgrbut He hates the para-
sitical growth of, hate your enemy This last sentence is destructive of that owivbfch it appears le-
gitimately to grow, since those who are here st@eemies are, in fact, neighbors! Love is now thie u
versal law of God and our King, who has commanded Himself the pattern of it. He will not see it
narrowed down and placed in a setting of hate. §tage prevent any of us from falling into this e¥ro

44, 45.But | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless thatcurse you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which despitefully use yamd persecute you; that you may be the children of
your Father which is in heaven: for He makes His gurise on the evil and on the good, and sends ra
on the just and on the unjugSee Sermon #1414, Volume 24—NO DIFFERENCE—Readtiuad the entire
sermon, free of charge, fttp://www.spurgeongems.atgOurs it is to persist in loving, even if men petrsis
in enmity. We are to render blessing for cursingyprs for persecutions. Even in the cases of @nel
emies, we are todbd good to them, and pray for thérdve are no longer enemies to any, but friends to
all. We do not merely cease to hate and then abidecold neutrality, but we love where hatred se¢m
inevitable. We bless where our old nature bidswse and we are active in doing good to those who
deserve to receive evil from us. Where this is fically carried out, men wonder, respect, and admir
the followers of Jesus! Thineory may be ridiculed, but thpracticeis reverenced and is counted so
surprising that men attribute it to some Godlikalgy in Christians, and admit that they dahe chil-
dren of the Father who is in heavdndeed, he is a child of God who can bless thteanmkful and the
evil, for in daily providence the Lord is doing $hon a great scale—and none but His children il i
tate Him. To do good for the sake of the good dane, not because of the character of the persas ben
fited, is a noble imitation of God. If the Lord grdent the fertilizing shower upon the land of sant-
ly, drought would deprive whole leagues of landabbthope of a harvest. We also must do good to the
evil, or we shall have a narrow sphere—our heailisgnow contracted and our sonship towards the
good God will be rendered doubtful.

46. For if you love them which love you, what rewardidigou, do not even the publicans do the
same?Any common sort of man will love those who love hiven tax gatherers and the scum of the
earth can rise to this poor, starveling virtue.n&aicannot be content with such a groveling style o
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things. “Love for love is manlike,” but “love forate” is Christ like. Shall we not desire to acttapur
high calling?

47. And if you salute your brethren only, what do yaarenthan other2 [See Sermon #1029, Volume
18—A CALL TO HOLY LIVING—Read/download the entire esnon, free of charge, at
http://www.spurgeongems.atgDo not even the publicans do?s®n a journey, or in the streets, or in the
house, we are not to confine our friendly greetitagthose who are near and dear to us. Courtesydho
be wide and none the less sincere because geWsralhould speak kindly to all and treat every man a
a brother. Anyone will shake hands with an oldrfdebut we are to be cordially courteous towards ev
ry being in the form of man. If not, we shall reauh higher level than mere outcasts. Even a dolg wil
salute a dog.

48. Be you, therefore, perfect, even as your Fatheckis in heaven is perfedDr, “You shall be
perfect” We should reach after completeness in love—agdhof love to all around us. Love is the bond
of perfectness and if we have perfect love, it ¥alim in us a perfect character. Here is that wiieh
aim at—perfection like that of God. Here is the mamof obtaining it—namely, by abounding in love.
And this suggests the question of how far we haeegeded in this heavenly direction, and also the
reason why we should persevere in it even to tlhie—éecause as children we ought to resemble our
Father. Scriptural perfection is attainable; itsdiather in proportion than in degree. A man’s abtar
may be perfect and entire, lacking nothing—andsyeth a man will be the very first to admit that the
Grace which is in him is, at best, in its infancyrdahough perfect as a child in all its parts,as mot
yet attained to the perfection of full-grown mantowhat a mark is set before us by our perfect King
who, speaking from His mountain throne, saiBle‘you perfect, even as your Father which is inveaa
is perfect! Lord, give what You command—then both the grace the glory will be Yours alone.

Matthew 6:1. Take heed that you do not do your charitable déxdsre men, to be seen of them:
otherwise you have no reward from your Father whihn heaven:You cannot expect to be paid
twice. If, therefore, you take your reward in thpgpkuse of men, who give you a high character éor-g
erosity, you cannot expect to have any reward fdma.” We ought to have a single eye to God’s ac-
cepting what we give and to have little or no thougf what man may say concerning our charitable
gifts!

2. Therefore when you do your charitable deeds, dosoonhd a trumpet before you as the hypo-
crites do in the synagogues and in the streetq, tttey may have glory of men. Verily | say unto, you
They have their rewardAnd they will have no more! There is, in theiseano laying up of any store of
good works before God. Whatever they may have dieg, have taken full credit for it in the praide o
men.

3. But when you do charitable deeds, let not yourHafid know what your right hand doéBo it
so by stealth as scarcely to know it yourself—thsaklittle of it with regard to yourself that yohadl
scarcely know that you have done it. Do it unto Géet Him know it.”

4. That your charitable deeds may be in secret: andt y@ther which sees in secret, Himself, shall
reward you openlyThere is a blessed emphasis upon that word, “elfiffigor if God shall reward us,
what a reward it will be! Any praise from His lipsny reward from His hands will be of pricelessuedl
Oh, to live with an eye to that alone!

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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