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“And | will put My Spirit within you.”
Ezekiel 36:27.

THE Holy Spirit is the third Person in the covenaie have considered “God in the Covenant” and
“Christ in the Covenant[See Sermons #93 and 103, Volume 2—GOD IN THE COXEN and CHRIST IN
THE COVENANT—Read/download the entire sermon, fofecharge, at http://www.spurgeongems.orgtjd
now, this morning, we have to consider the HolyriEm the covenant. For, remember, it is necessary
that the Triune God should work out the salvatibthe Lord’s people if they are to be saved at/Aatid
it was absolutely requisite that when the covemaad made, all that was necessary should be puitinto
and, among the rest, the Holy Spirit, without whalirthings done even by the Father and by JesustChr
would be ineffectual, for He is needed as mucthasSavior of men, or the Father of spirits. In e,
when the Holy Spirit is too much forgotten, and litiie honor is accorded to His sacred Persoegl f
that there is a deep responsibility upon me to amgleto magnify His great and holy name. | almost
tremble, this morning, in entering on so profounsuject, for which | feel myself so insufficielut,
nevertheless, relying on the aid, the guidancetlaadvitness of the Holy Spirit, Himself, | venturpon
an exposition of this text, “I will put My Spirit ihin you.”

The Holy Spirit is given, in the covenant, totak children of God and received by each in duessu
And yet upon our Lord Jesus Christ did the Spirgttfdescend and alighted upon Him as our covenant
Head, “like the precious ointment upon the head rdwa down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard; that
went down to the skirts of his garments.” The Faties given the Holy Spirit without measure unts Hi
Son—and from Him, in measure, though still in altamzk, do all “the brethren who dwell together in
unity” (or union with Christ) partake of the Spirfthis holy anointing flows down from Jesus, theiated
One, to every part of His mystical body, to everdividual member of His Church. The Lord’s declemat
concerning Christ was, “I have put My Spirit upofiM’ And He said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
ME, because He has anointed Me to preach the guspleé poor; He has sent Me to heal the broken-
hearted.” The Spirit was first poured upon Christl #om Him descends to all those who are in union
with His adorable person. Let us bless the nant@hwist if we are united to Him—and let us look op t
our covenant Head, expecting that from Him willWldown the heavenly unction which shall anoint our
souls!

My text is one of the unconditional promises ofifcire. There are many conditional promises in the
Word of God given to certain characters, althouggnethese promises are in some sense unconditional,
since the very condition of the promise is by satieer promise secured as a gift—but this one has no
condition whatever. It does not say, “I will put Nppirit within them if they ask for Him.” It saydaginly,
without any reservation or stipulation, “I will pMty Spirit within them.” The reason is obvious. Uthe
Spirit is put within us we cannot feel our needttté Savior, neither can we ask for or seek Him and,
therefore, it is necessary that there should babsolutely unconditional promise made to all trecel
children of God—that they should have given to titemwaiting grace, the desiring grace, the seeking
grace, the believing grace which shall make them @ad hunger and thirst after Jesus! To everydme w
is like Christ—“chosen of God and precious”—to gverdeemed soul, however sunken in sin, however
lost and ruined by the fall, however much he matg itzod and despise his Redeemer, this promise still
holds good, “I will put My Spirit within you” andn due course, every one of them shall have thaitSp
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who shall quicken them from the dead, lead thesetk pardon, induce them to trust in Christ angbado
them into the living family of God!

The promise is also concerning an internal bles&irbe bestowed—"I will put My Spintithin you.”
Remember, we have the Spirit of God in His writt#ard and with every faithful minister of the gospel
the Spirit is likewise vouchsafed to us in the pattices of Christ’'s Church. God is perpetually givime
Spirit to us by these means. But it is in vainderto hear of the Spirit, to talk of Him, or toieek in Him
unless we have a realization of His powethin us! Here, therefore, is the promise of such a@rmat
blessing—"I will put My Spirit within you.”

We come now to consider this promise in all itsnpoehensiveness. May the Holy Spirit Himself
assist us in so doing! We shall take the variousks/of the Holy Spirit, one by one, and shall rerbem
that in all the works which He performs, the Spsgiput in the covenant to be possessed by evéigvbe

l. In the first place we are told by Christ, “IT IS EFSPIRIT THAT QUICKENS.”

Until He is pleased to breathe upon the soul, it is dead to any spiritual life. It is not until the Spirit,
like some heavenly wind, breathes upon the dry §ane puts life into them, that they can ever lKeu
may take a corpse and dress it in all the garnarégternal decency. You may wash it with the waler
morality—yes, you may bedeck it with the crown obfession and put upon its brow a tiara of beauty.
You may paint its cheeks until you make it likeslitself. But remember, unless the Spirit is there,
corruption will, before long, seize on the body, Beloved, it is the Spirit who is the Quickener—ayo
would have been as “dead in trespasses and simg’asa@ver you were if it had not been for the Holy
Spirit who made you alive! You were lying, not simfcast out in the open field,” but worse thanttha
you were the very prey of mortality! Corruption wgsur father, the worm was your mother and your
sister—you were noxious in the nostrils of the Ajity. It was thus that the Savior beheld you iryaiir
loathsomeness and said to you, “Live.” In that mom@u were “begotten again unto a lively hope by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead€ &ntered into you at His bidding—then it was tifnat
Spirit quickened you! The words of Jesus, so He Hik disciples, “They are Spirit, and they are.lif
You were made alive entirely through the mighthef uickening Spirit—

“The Spirit, like some heavenly wind
Blows on the sons of flesh—

Creates a new—a heavenly mind
And forms the man afresh.”

If, then, you feel at any time death working in yaa doubtless you will, withering the bloom of you
piety, chilling the fervor of your devotions andemehing the ardor of your faith, remember tHatwho
first quickened you must keep you alive. The Spirit of God is the sap that flowed into ypoor, dry branch
because you were grafted into Christ. And as byydhp you were first made green with life, so ibys
that sap, alone, you can ever bring forth fruibu@bd. By the Spirit you drew your first breath wh@u
cried out for mercy—and from the same Spirit youstdraw the breath to praise that mercy in hymns
and anthems of joy! Having begun in the Spirit, youst be made perfect in the Spirit. “The flesHfigo
nothing.” The works of the law will not help youhd thoughts and devices of your own hearts ar® of n
avail. You would be cut off from Christ, you woultk more depraved than you were before your
conversion, you would be more corrupt than you vpgexious to your being regenerated—"twice dead,
plucked up by the roots"—if God the Holy Spirit veetio withdraw from you! You must live in His life,
trust in His power to sustain you and seek of Hiesh supplies when the tide of your spiritual Ige
running low.

Il. WE NEED THE HOLY SPIRIT AS AN ASSISTANT SPIRIT INIA. THE DUTIES WE HAVE
TO PERFORM.

The most common Christian duty is thatpo@yer, for the meanest child of God must be a praying
child. Remember, then, that it is written, “The i@mlso helps our infirmities, for we know not wha
pray for as we ought.” The Spirit of God is in tt®venant as the Great Aid to us in all our petgitm
the throne of grace. Child of God, you know not itogporay—rely, then, on the Spirit as the Inspokr
prayer who will tell you how to pray! Sometimes ykwow not how to express what you desire—rely
upon the Spirit, then, as the One who can touch lopsiwith the “live coal from off the altar,” wieby
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you shall be able to pour out your fervent wishefoke the throne of God. Sometimes even when you
have life and power within you, you cannot exprgssr inward emotions—then rely upon that Spirit to
interpret your feelings, for He “makes intercessionus with groans which cannot be uttered.” When,
like Jacob, you are wrestling with the Angel and aearly thrown down, ask the Holy Spirit to nerve
your arms. The Holy Spirit is the chariot wheepodyer. Prayer may be the chariot, the desire may d

it forth, but the Spirit is the very wheel wherabynoves. He propels the desire and causes théthar

roll swiftly on and to bear to heaven the suppiaabf the saints when the desire of the heares6rding

to the will of God.”

Another duty to which some of the children of God called is that gireaching. And here, too, we
must have the Holy Spirit to enable us. Those wksnd calls to preach the gospel are assisted wightmi
from on high. He has said, “Lo, | am with you alwagven unto the end of the world.” It is a solemn
thing to enter upon the work of the ministry. | st make an observation here for in this pldeee
are young men who are striving to enter into theistiy before they scarcely know the alphabet ef th
gospel. They set themselves up as preachers oE®dord when the first thing they ought to do igdio
the infant class in a school and learn to read gnigpl know there are some to whom God has giten t
desire to seek the glory of His name and the welédisouls and who humbly wait till He has opertes t
way. God bless them and speed them! But—would yalieve it?—a young man was baptized and
received into the Church one Sunday—and he pobjtivent off to a College on the Monday or Tuesday
to ask if they would receive him! | asked him wresthe had ever preached before, or addressed-half-a
dozen Sunday scholars. He said, “No.” But what ssep me most was that he said he was called to the
work before he was converted! It was a call from devil, | verily believe—not a call from God ineth
least degree! Take heed that you touch not Goksmth unholy fingers! You may all preach if yourga
but take care that you do not set yourselves tipamministry without having a solemn convictiontttiee
Spirit from on high has set you apart—for if you tfte blood of souls will be found on your skirfsdo
many have rushed into the Holy Place uncalled ad ®ho, if they could have rushed out of it on their
dying beds would have had eternal cause for gdaitBut they ran presumptuously, then preachedninse
and, therefore, unblessed! And when dying, thetydegjreater condemnation from the fact that thed/ ha
taken on themselves an office to which God had nappointed them! Beware of doing that! But if God
has called you, however little talent you may hdear not anyone’s frown or rebuke. If you have a
solemn conviction in your souls that God has reathjained you to the work of the ministry and iuyo
have obtained a seal to your commission in the esnn of even one soul, let not death or hell stop
you—qgo straight on and never think you must haveagceendowments to make a successful preacher!
The only endowment necessary for success in thestmims the endowment of the Holy Spirit.

When preaching in the presence of a number ofsteirs last Friday, | told the brothers, when one of
them asked how it was God had been pleased tomles® much in this place, “There is not one of you
whom God could not bless ten times as much if yaliten times as much of the Spirit.” For it is any
ability of theman—it is not any human qualification—it is simply tih@fluence of God’s Spirit that is
necessary! And | have been delighted to find mysdlfised as ignorant, unlearned and void of
eloquence—all which | knew long before, but so mtiehbetter—for then all the glory belongs to God!
Let men say what they please, | will always contesthe truth of it. am a fool! “I have become a fool
in glorying,” if you please. | will take any oppnabus title that worldlings like to put upon me,tlthey
cannot deny the fact that God blesses my minigitigt, harlots have been saved, that drunks have been
reclaimed, that some of the most abandoned chasdwge been changed and that God has worked such
a work in their midst as they never saw beforehmirtlives! Therefore, give all the glory to Hislyo
name! Cast as much reproach as you like on meywmwldlings—the more honor shall there be to God
who works as He pleases, and with what instrumentiboses, irrespective of man!

Again, dearly-beloved, whatever is your wonkjatever God has ordained you to do in this world,
you are equally certain to have the assistance of the Holy Spiritiniit. If it is the teaching of an infant class
in the Sunday school, do not think you cannot ltaeeHoly Spirit! His succor shall be granted azliye
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to you as to the man who addresses a large assefmblyou sitting down by the side of some poomndyi
woman? Believe that the Holy Spirit will come touythere as much as if you were administering the
sacred elements of the Lord’s Supper. Let youngttefor the lowliest work as much as for the lesti

be sought from God! Spiritual plowman, sharpen ydawshare with the Spirit! Spiritual sower, dipuo
seed in the Spirit so it shall germinate—and agkSpirit to give you grace to scatter it that itynfall

into the right furrows! Spiritual warrior, whet yoaword with the Spirit and ask the Spirit, whoserd/

is a two-edged sword, to strengthen your arm tadwie

lll. The next point we refer to shall be that THE HOLRIBIT IS GIVEN TO THE CHILDREN OF
GOD AS A SPIRIT OF REVELATION AND OF INSTRUCTION.

He brings us “out of darkness into marvelous ligBy nature we are ignorant, extremely so, but the
Holy Spirit teaches the family of God and makesrtiveise. “You have an unction from the Holy One,”
said the apostle John, “and you know all thingsud®nt in the School of Christ, would you be wigesR
not the theologian to expound to you his systemtifity, but, sitting down meekly at the feet @siis,
ask that His Spirit may instruct you. For | tellistudent, though you should read the Bible maysea
and continually turn over its pages, you wouldleatn anything of its hidden mysteries without Spérit.

But perhaps, in a solitary moment of your studyewBuddenly enlightened by the Spirit, you mayrear
a truth of God as swiftly as you see the lightrflagh. Young people, are you laboring to understaed
doctrine of election? It is the Holy Spirit alond@evcan reveal it to your heart and make you congméh
it. Are you tugging and toiling at the doctrineldfiman Depravity? The Holy Spirit must reveal to you
the depth of wickedness of the human heart. Arewanting to know the secret of the life of the beér

as he lives by the faith of the Son of God andnttysterious fellowship with the Lord he enjoys? Itiw
always be a mystery to you unless the Holy Spirdllsunfold it to your heart. Whenever you read the
Bible, cry to the Spirit, “Open my eyes that | maghold wondrous things out of Your law.” The Spirit
gives eye-salve to the blind and if your eyes atenow open, seek the eye-salve and so you sheal-se
yes, and see so clearly that he who has only ldamenan’s school, shall ask, “How knows this man
letters, having never learned?”

Those who are taught of the Spirit often surpasse who are taught of man. | have met with an
entirely uninstructed clod-hopper in the countryowtever went to school for one hour in his life—who
yet knew more about the Holy Scriptures than maoleegyman trained at the University! | have been
told that it is a common practice for men in Wal&hjle they are at work breaking stones on the rtad
discuss difficult points in theology which manyigide cannot master! How? Because they humbly read
the Scriptures, trusting only to the guidance e&f idoly Spirit, believing that He will lead them anall
truth—and He is pleased so to do. All other ingtaurcis very well. Solomon says “that the soul bghaut
knowledge, it is not good.” We should all seek tmWw as much as can be known, but let us remember
that in the work of salvation real knowledge mustdbtained by the teaching of the Holy Spirit. Ahd
we would learn in the heart and not merely in tead) we must be taught entirely by the Holy Spirit.
What you learn from man, you can unlearn—but winat kearn of the Spirit is fixed indelibly in your
heart and conscience—and not even Satan himse#teahit from you. Go, you ignorant ones, who ofte
stagger at the truths of Revelation—go and asksthet, for He is the Guide of benighted souls! Yasd
the Guide of His own enlightened people, too, fatheut His aid, even when they have been “once
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gifey would not understand all truths of God unldes
led them into it.

I\V. | desire further to mention that GOD WILL GIVE TH&PIRIT TO US AS A SPIRIT OF
APPLICATION.

Thus it was that Jesus said to His disciples, sHall glorify Me, for He shall receive of Mine, and
shall show it unto you.[See Sermons #465, Volume 8—THE HOLY SPIRIT GLORIN® CHRIST; #2213,
Volume 37—'HONEY IN THE MOUTH!I—Mr. Spurgeon’sast sermon to the Members and Associates of the
Pastors’ College Evangelical Association, on AgdY, 1891 and #2382, Volume 40—THE SPIRIT'S CHIEF
OFFICE——Read/download the entire sermons, freehafge, at http://www.spurgeongems.orbd make the
matter still more plain, our Lord added, “All thimghat the Father has are Mine: therefore saltht, e
shall take of Mine, and shall show it unto you.t lnee remind you how frequently Jesus impressed on
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His disciples the fact that He spoke to them thedewmf His Father—“My doctrine,” said He, “is not
Mine, but His that sent Me.” And again, “The wottat | speak unto you, | speak not of Myself: e t
Father that dwells in Me, He does the works.” Asigitthus made known the will of God the Father to
His people, so the Holy Spirit makes known to wswlords of Christ. | could almost affirm that Cltgs
words would be of no use to us unless they werdegpio us by the Holy Spirit! Beloved, we need the
application to assure our hearts that they areoounm, that they are intended for us and that we laave
interest in their blessedness! And we need theiamctf the Spirit to make them bedew our hearts and
refresh our souls.

Did you ever have a promise applied to your heRd3ou understand what is meantdpyplication
as the exclusive work of the Spirit? It is as Paayls the gospel came to the Thessalonians, “nebid
only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spiritdam much assurance.” Sometimes it comes all of a
sudden—your heart may have been the scene of aahduistracting thoughts, billow dashing against
billow till the tempest rose beyond your controltBoon some text of Scripture, like a mighty fraim
the lips of Jesus, has stilled your troubled breastimmediately there has been a great calm—and yo
have wondered from where it came. The sweet semteas rung like music in your ears. Like a wafer
made of honey it has moistened your tongue. Li&leaam it has quelled your anxieties while it hagliw
uppermost in your thoughts all day—reining in aly lawless passions and restless strivings. Pgsiihap
has continued in your mind for weeks! Wherever want, whatever you did, you could not dislodge it
nor did you wish to do so, so sweet, so savoryimasyour soul. Have you not thought of such & &ex
that as the best in the Bible, the most preciowdl ithe Scriptures? That was because it was soayrsly
applied to you!

Oh, how I love applied promises! | may read a #ama promises as they stand recorded on the pages
of this Sacred Volume and yet get nothing from thé&tg heart would not burn within me for all the
richness of the store—but one promise brought htomay soul by the Spirit's application has such
marrow and fatness in it that it would be food egtotor forty days for many of the Lord’s Elijahsbi#
sweet it is, in the times of deep affliction, tovhahis promise applied to the heart—"When you pass
through the waters, | will be with you; and througk rivers, they shall not overflow you: when yoalk
through the fire, you shall not be burned, neisteall the flame kindle upon you”! Perhaps you §ahat
is all enthusiasm.” Of course it appears so to fpas natural men you discern not the thinghefS$pirit!

But we are talking abowpiritual thingsto spiritual men and to them it is no mere enthusiasm—it is often
a matter of life or death. | have known numerousesavhere almost the only plank on which the poor
troubled saint was able to float was just one téxthich, somehow or other, he had got so tightees|gy
that nothing could take it away from him! Nor iily His Word which needs to be applied to us. “He
shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto yomay be referred, likewise, to our Savior’'s presiou
blood. We sometimes sing—

“There is a fountain filled with blood"—
and we talk of bathing in it. Now faith does nopbpthe blood to the soul—that is the work of theri.
True, | seek it by faith, but it is the Spirit wheashes me in “the fountain opened...for sin and for
uncleanness.” It is the Spirit who receives oftthiags of Christ and shows them to me. You wouldene
have a drop of blood sprinkled on your heart unitieass sprinkled by the hand of the Spirit. Sm, tine
robe of Christ’s righteousness is entirely fittenl ws by Him. We are not invited to appropriate the
obedience of Christ to ourselves—but the Spiribdsiallto us which Christ has mader us. Ask, then,
of the Spirit, that you may have the Word applibe, blood applied, pardon applied and grace apptied
and you shall not ask in vain—for Jehovah has sauill put My Spirit within you.”

V. But now we have to mark another very important pdWE MUST RECEIVE THE SPIRIT AS A
SANCTIFYING SPIRIT.

Perhaps this is one of the greatest works of thlg Bpirit—sanctifying the soul. It is a great wdik
purge the soul from sin. It is greater than if sheuld wash a leopard till all his spots were ebdited,
or an Ethiopian till his sable skin became white,dur sins are more than skin-deep—they have emter
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into our very nature! Should we be outwardly wasivade this morning, we would be black and polluted
before tomorrow! And if all the spots were takeragvtoday, they would grow again tomorrow, for we
are black all through! You may scrub the flesh, ibig black to the last—our sinfulness is a legrtsat

lies deep within. But the Holy Spirit sanctifiesetlsoul. He enters the heart, beginning the work of
sanctification by conversion. He keeps possesditimecheart and preserves sanctification by pegigtu
pouring in fresh oil of grace till at last He werfect sanctification by making us pure and sgsstlét to
dwell with the blest inhabitants of glory!

The way the Spirit sanctifies is this—first He @als to the soul the evil of sin and makes the lsatd
it. He shows it to be a deadly euvil, full of poiseand when the soul begins to hate it, the nexgtkine
Spirit does is to show it that the blood of Chtadtes all the guilt away and, from that very factlead it
to hate sin even more than it did when it first\niés blackness. The Spirit takes it to “the blaafd
sprinkling that speaks better things than that b&l&A And there He tolls the death-knell of sintés
points to the blood of Christ and says, “He sheslftbr you, that He might purchase you unto Himse|f
be one of His peculiar people, zealous of good wdrkfterwards, the Holy Spirit may, at times, allo
sin to break out in the heart of the child of Gbattit may be more strongly repressed by greater
watchfulness in the future. And when the heir aie indulges in sin, the Holy Spirit sends a séyiicg
chastisement upon the soul until the heart, berogdm with grief by the blueness of the wound, &vil
cleansed away and Conscience, feeling uneasy, seadeart to Christ who removes the chastisement
and takes away the guilt!

Again, remember believeall your holinessisthework of the Holy Spirit. You have not a grace which
the Spirit did not give you! You have not a soltairtue which He did not work in you. You have no
goodness which has not been given to you by thet Spierefore, never boast of your virtues or oty
graces. Have you now a sweet temper, whereas yoei\were passionate? Boast not of it—you will be
angry if the Spirit leaves you. Are you now purdiereas you were once unclean? Boast not of your
purity, the seed of which was brought from heavetmever grew within your heart by nature—it is God’
gift. Is unbelief prevailing against you? Do yousts, your evil passions and your corrupt desieesns
likely to master you? Then | will not say, “Up, aatl‘em!” but | will say—Cry mightily unto God that
you may be filled with the Holy Spirit—so shall yaonquer at last and become more than conqueror
over all your sins—seeing that the Lord has engaggait His Spirit “within you.”

VI. When | have spoken of two more points, | shall dethe. THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS PROMISED
TO THE HEIRS OF HEAVEN AS A DIRECTING SPIRIT to gie them in the path of providence.

If you are ever in a position in which you knowt méhat road to take, remember that your “strength
is to sit still,” and your wisdom is to wait fordhdirecting voice of the Spirit saying to you, “$hs the
way, walk you in it.” | trust | have proved this ssif and | am sure every child of God who has been
placed in difficulties must have felt, at timesg tieality and blessedness of this guidance. Ane lyau
never prayed to Him to direct you? If you have, ylidi ever find that you went wrong afterwards? | do
not mean the sort of prayers that they present agkocounsel, but not of the Lord—*who walk to go
down into Egypt...to strengthen themselves in thengfth of Pharaoh,” and then ask God to bless them
in a way that He never sanctioned. No, you must f&taly by renouncing every other trust. It islpthus
that you can make proof of His promise, “commit yaay unto the Lord; trust also in Him, and He &hal
bring it to pass.” Take with you, then, child of &@n open confession. Say, “Lord, | desire, lilsghaet
of water, to be moved by the breath of the Spitére | lie, ‘passive in Your hands.’ Gladly wouldiow
no will but Yours. Show me Your will, O Lord! Teache what to do and what to refrain from doing.”

To some of you this may seem all fanaticism. Yelidve not that God the Holy Spirit ever guides
men in the way they should take. So you may supgos®i have never experienced His guidance. We
have heard that when one of our English travelefiica told the inhabitants of the intense cdiditt
sometimes prevailed in his country, by which wakstame so hard that people could skate and walk upo
it, the king threatened to put him to death if bld anymore lies, for he had never felt or seet $himgs.
And what one has never seen or felt is certaimlsubject for doubt and contradiction. But withaedyto
the Lord’s people who tell you that they are ledthy Spirit, | advise you to give heed to theirisgy
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and seek to make the trial for yourselves! It wodda good thing if you were just to go to Godaas
child, in all your distresses. Remember that asl@i®r whom you may safely consult, as a Guidead
directions you may safely follow, as a friend onosé protection you may safely rely, the Holy Spgit
personally present in the Church of Christ and walbh of the disciples of Jesus! And there is erade
pay but the fee of gratitude and praise, becauseadealirected you so well!

VII. Just once more—THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL BE GIVEN TO GG CHILDREN AS A
COMFORTING SPIRIT.

This is peculiarly His office. Have you ever fethmediately before a great and grievous troulbe, y
have had a most unaccountable season of joy? Yayaedg knew why you were so happy or so tranquil.
You seemed to be floating upon a very Sea of Etgsitihere was not a breath of wind to ruffle your
peaceful spirit, all was serene and calm. You werteagitated by the ordinary cares and anxietighef
world. Your whole mind was absorbed in sacred na¢idih. By-and-by, the trouble comes and you say,
“Now | understand it all. I could not, before, compend the meaning of that grateful lull, that guie
happiness, but | see now that it was designeddpgpe me for these trying circumstances. If | heehb
low and dispirited when this trouble burst upon m&ould have broken my heart. But now, thanks be
to God, | can perceive through Jesus Christ hosv'ligiht affliction, which is but for a moment,” wks
for me, ‘a far more exceeding and eternal weiglglofy.”” But, mark you, | believe that it is worttile
to have the troubles in order to get the comfothefHoly Spirit—it is worthwhile to endure the stoin
order to realize the joys!

Sometimes my heart has been shaken by disgrammesand contempt, for many a brother minister,
of whom | thought better things, has reviled me—amashy a Christian has turned on his heels away from
me because | had been misrepresented to him amakhHeated me without a cause. But it has so hagdpene
that at that very time, if the whole Church hadad its back on me and the whole world had hissed m
it would not have greatly moved me, for some brigiyt of spiritual sunshine lit up my heart and 3esu
whispered to me those sweet words, “I am My beltsjeghd My beloved is Mine.” At such times the
consolations of the Spirit have been neither fewsmeall with me! O Christian, if | were able, | widu
bring you yet further into the depths of this gbus passage but, as | cannot, | must leave it yath It
is full of honey—only put it to your lips and géiethoney from it. “I will put My Spirit within you.

In winding up, let me add a remark or tvdm you not see here the absol ute certainty of the salvation
of every believer? Or rather, is it not absolutely certain that everymber of the family of God'’s Israel
must be saved? For it is written, “l will put My i@pwithin you.” Do you think that when God putsHH
Spirit within men, they can possibly be damned? @anthink God puts His Spirit into them and yedyth
perish and are lost? You may think so if you ple&se but | will tell you what God thinks—*I1 wilput
My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in Miatutes; and you shall keep My judgments, and do
them.” Sinners are far from God by wicked works #mely will not come unto Him that they may have
life. But when God says, “I will put My Spirit with you,” He compels them to come to Him!

What a vain pretense it is to profess to honor God by a doctrine that makes salvation depend on the
will of man! If it were true, you might say to God, “We thankwd@® Lord, for what You have done—
You have given us a great many things and we ofter Your wages of praise, which are justly due to
Your name, but we think we deserve more, for thadileg point was in our free will.” beloved, do not
any of you swerve from the free grace of God, lierbabblings about man’s free agency are neithee mo
nor less than lies, right contrary to the truttCairist and the teachings of the Spirit.

How certain, then, is the salvation of every ekmil! It does not depend on the will of man—he is
“made willing” in the day of God’s powe[See Sermon #74, Volume 2—A WILLING PEOPLE AND AN
IMMUTABLE LEADER. This remarkable sermon wgssen by God to Mr. Spurgeon in hissleep, during the night
of Saturday, April 12, 1856, and preached by himrthxt morning'He shall be called at the set time and his
heart shall be effectually changed, that he maypimeca trophy of the Redeemer’s power. That he was
unwilling before is no hindrance, for God gives Hime will, so that he is then of a willing mind. Us
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every heir of heaven must be saved because thi¢ iISput within him and thereby his dispositiondan
affections are molded according to the will of God!

Once morehow uselessisit for any persons to suppose that they can be saved without the Holy Spirit!

Ah, dear friends, men sometimes go very near watah without being saved—Iike the poor man who
lay by the side of the pool of Bethesda, alwayselo the water, but never getting in. How manygea

in outward character there are which very muchméde conversion but, not having the Spirit in them,
they fail after all! Deathbed repentances are oft@ked upon as very sincere, although too frequent
we fear, they are btite first gnawing of the wormthat never dies. | have read, this week, an extraordinary
anecdote, told by Dr. Campbell, of a woman who, ynggars ago, was condemned to death for murdering
her child and was hung in the Grass Market at BEdigih She very diligently improved the six weeks
allowed her by the Scottish law, previous to hexoetion, and the ministers who were with her cargily
gave it as their opinion that she died in the suré certain hope of salvation. The appointed dayeca
She was hung, but it being very rainy, and no ag/hiaving been prepared, those who had the charge of
her execution were in a great hurry to completand get under shelter—so she was cut down befere th
legal time and, as the custom is, the body washgiyeto her friends to be buried. A coffin was pded

and she was moved in it to East Lothian where lisb&nd was going to bury her. They stopped at a
public-house on the road, to refresh themselvesnwto their great surprise and alarm, in rushbdya
and said he heard a noise in the coffin! They veentand found that the woman was alive! The vital
powers had been suspended, but the life was noicexind the jolting of the cart had restored her
circulation. After a few hours she became quitd \Wigley moved their residence and went to anothgr p

of the country. But the sad part of the tale i¢ tha woman was as bad a character afterwardseasvein
was before and, if anything, worse. She lived anbpin sin and despised and hated religion everemo
than she had previously done.

This is a most remarkable case. | believe that would see that the great majority of those who
profess to repent on their deathbeds, if they caslagain from their graves, would live a lifepasfane
and godless as ever. Rely on this—it is nothingtheitgrace of the Spirit of God that makes surekvadr
your souls. Unless He shall change you, you mashbeged, but it will not be a change that will eredu
Unless He shall put His hand to the work, the wwilkbe marred, the pitcher spoiled on the wheel C
unto Him, therefore, that He may give you the HS8lyirit, that you may have the evidence of a real
conversion and not a base counterfeit! Take heed, take heed! Natural fear, natural love, natural
feelings are not conversion! Conversion, in thstfinstance, and by all subsequent edification,trnas
the work of the Holy Spirit and of Him alone! Newvesst comfortable, then, until you have the Holy
Spirit’s operations most surely effected in youartg!

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .
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