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“There is forgiveness with You, that You may be ffled.”
Psalm 130:4.

THIS is good news; indeed, the best of news; aay will prize it most who are like the psalmist was
when he wrote these words. And who are they?

First, they are those who are in soul-trouble: “Giuthe depths have I cried unto You, O Lord.” Some
of you may, perhaps, think this subject is a vasnmonplace one, but the soul that is in deep ggirit
trouble will not think so. Bread is a very commaag® thing, but it is very precious to starving men.
Liberty is an everyday enjoyment to us, but it wbbe a great gift to those who are in slavery. @, yo
who are in the depths of soul-trouble, like shipskesl mariners who seem to be sinking in the traafgh
the sea, or being dragged down by a whirlpool, tixs$ will bring sweet music to your ears! “Thege |
forgiveness;” there is forgiveness with God.

This good news will also have a peculiar sweette#sose who have begun to pray. Read the second
verse: “Lord, hear my voice: let Your ears be dttento the voice of my supplications.” Prayer make
men value spiritual blessings. They are askingifem; they are sincerely seeking them; they arelkng
loudly at mercy’s gate in order to obtain them; #mel who are in earnest in their prayers provettiey
value the blessing they are seeking, and theydightled to hear that they are likely to secur®H, that
it might be said, for the first time, of someoneehéBehold, he prays.” | am sure that such a oilieoe
right glad to listen to even the simplest langutg tells out these glad tidings: “There is foegiess
with God.”

And if, to soul-trouble and earnest prayer, théreusd be added a very deep sense of sin, amounting
even to utter self-condemnation, then | am quiteagethat there is no carol that will have sweeteisic
in it than my text has. Read the third verse, aalikyou can truly repeat it: “If You, Lord, shduinark
iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?” Do you feleht your iniquities condemn you? Are you compelled
to plead guilty before God? Well, then, though gauanot claim acquittal on the ground that you hawve
sins, yet here is the blessed information thatetleforgiveness for sinners. Stand in the doclerelthe
guilty ought to stand; and let the Judge condemn Mo, spare Him the trouble, condemn yourself; and
when you have done so, and have also trusted &a¢ gtonement made by His dear Son, He will say to
you, “There is forgiveness; be of good cheer: y@os, which are many, are all forgiven you.” | dut n
expect to say anything to delight deaf ears; lalat believe that the simple tidings | have to tell have
great weight with those who are in soul-troublethwhose who have begun to pray, and those who are
self-condemned on account of sin.

| am going to take the text thus. First, hera imost cheering announcemefithere is forgiveness
with You.” Secondly, here ia most admirable desigfiThat You may be feared.”

|. First, here is A MOST CHEERING ANNOUNCEMENT: “Theieforgiveness with You.”

This announcement has great force and value, bedalssmost certainly trueWhen a man hears
some news which pleases him, he loses that pledhadas reason to suspect that it is not trbhe. first
guestions you ask, when someone tells you of saod fprtune that concerns you, are of this sortg“A
you quite sure it is so? Can you give me good aiiyhior your assertion?”

Well, this news is certainly true, fdris consistent with God’s very natuitde is a gracious God. “He
delights in mercy.” Mercy was the last of His ditries that He was able to reveal. He could be guret
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good when the world was made, but He could not &eiful until sin had marred His perfect handiwork.
There must be an offense committed before therdbeamercy displayed towards the offender. Mercy,
then, | may say, is God’s Benjamin—His last-boris fhvored one, the son of His right hand. | never
read that He delights in power, or that He delightgistice, but | do read, “He delights in mercit.is

the attribute that is sweetest to Himself to exs@ciWhen He goes forth to punish, as He must, et f
are, as it were, shod with iron; but when He cotoaranifest His mercy, He rides, as David sayspfup
the wings of the wind.” He delights to be graciarerefore, | feel sure that there is forgivenegh Wim.

We are even surer that it is so when we remembéGibd has given us the best pledge of forgiveness
by giving us His dear Sohle could not be merciful at the expense of Hisigestfor His throne is estab-
lished in righteousness; and that righteousnessres=nthat He should by no means spare the gityy,
then, could He display His grace and mercy, andogethe just God? He did it thus. The offended One
took the nature and the place of the offenders;heand, on this earth, Jesus of Nazareth, who waig/“v
God of very God,” suffered all that we had broughon ourselves, that the law might be honored by
executing its full penalty, and yet that the freaog and mighty mercy of God might be equally nestif
If any of you doubt whether there is forgivenesthwv@od, | pray you to stand on Calvary, in imagiomt
and to look into the wounds of Jesus, gaze upomaéllspierced hands and feet, His thorn-crownedavro
and look right into His heart, where the soldiespear was thrust, and blood and water flowed outhie
double cleansing of all who trust Him. O ChristGdd, it could not be that You should die, and et t
sinners cannot be forgiven! It would be a monstitbusy that You should have bled to death andhyatt t
no sinner should be saved by that death. It cadmeidhere must be forgiveness, there is forgiversasse
Jesus died, “the Just for the unjust, that He ntgimg us to God.”

Moreover,we have God’s promise of forgivenegs well as the gift of His Son. His Word says,t‘Le
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous msuthoughts; and let him return unto the Lordj an
He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for Wi abundantly pardon.” It is declared, by the
apostle John, under the inspiration of the HolyiSthat the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, tées
from all sin. Many other passages in the Bible hethe same glorious truth: “Come now, and let asoa
together, says the Lord: though your sins be asetcthey shall be as white as snow; though theeyell
like crimson, they shall be as wool.” “I, evenm &le that blots out your transgressions for My @ake,
and will not remember your sins.” “| have blottedt,oas a thick cloud, your transgressions, andy as
cloud, your sins: return unto Me, for | have rededngou.” Time would fail me to mention all the Légd
promises of forgiveness—they are so many. And relpeerthat it is the God, who cannot lie, who has
given the promises, so you may be sure that theglatrue, and that there is forgiveness with Him.

We are certain, also, that there is forgivenbssause there is a gospel, and the very essertbe of
gospel lies in the proclamation of the pardon of $ihe Lord Jesus said to His disciples, “Go yoo it
the world, and preach the gospel to every creatdeethat believes and is baptized shall be savaat;,”
no one can be saved without sin being pardonedeftire, there is pardon for the sin of everyone who
believes and is baptized according to the gospmhtand. Christ's ministers may all go home, for ithei
office is useless, if there is no forgiveness aksWe may shut up all our houses of prayer, f@s &
mockery to God and man to keep them open if treem@iforgiveness of sins. We may abolish the mercy
seat itself, and burn this blessed Bible, if therao forgiveness of sins. What value can therenlibe
means of grace—what can be the use or significati@my gospel at all—if sin is not pardonable? But
can be pardoned; there is forgiveness. If you eamtence in confirmation of that declaration, thare
hundreds of us who are prepared to prove that we Ih@en forgiven, and there are hundreds of thaissan
now alive, who know that their sins have been paedp and that they have been absolved from all thei
guilt for Christ’s sake; and there are millionsyded all count, before yon burning throne of Godowh
continually praise Him who loved them, and washesht from their sins in His own blood. | bear my
own personal testimony that | know there is forgegs, for | have been forgiven. If it were the @mop
time to do so, | would ask all here, who know ttinelir sins have been forgiven, to stand up. Ifdl s,
some of you would be astonished to see how greatray of men and women, in this Tabernacle, would
declare that they also have been saved by gradethahthey have washed their robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb. Unless we are atelved—and we are not, for we have the witness of
the Spirit of God within us that we are not—andasslall, who have fallen asleep in Christ, havesped,
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there is forgiveness with God. This fact should enak very joyous, because it is so certain. Tren®i
need to dispute it; | hope none of you will do B@ny of you doubt it, | beg you to come and tesind
try it for yourselves, and, with the blessing ofdzgou will say with the psalmist, “There is forgivess.”

This fact gathers additional sweetness from anatberce, namely, th#te declaration is in the pre-
sent tense'Thereis forgiveness.” When? Now—at this moment—thisrorgiveness. Possibly, you are
eighty years of age; but there is forgiveness. @r may be very young—a little boy or girl, but thes
forgiveness for the young as well as for the olduYell me that you have already rejected manytaAvi
tions; yes, but there is forgiveness. It is to bd how, blessed be God, for “behold, now is thepied
time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” Beliewaw in Jesus Christ, God’'s Son, and you have for-
giveness now—in a moment. It takes no appreciabteg of time for God to forgive sin. Swifter than
the lightning flash is the glance from the eye ofdGhat conveys peace and pardon to the soulrisist
in Jesus. You would need time to get a pardon digimel sealed by an earthly monarch; but time is out
of the question with the God of everlasting lovesigh, a groan, a genuine confession of sin, &l
glance of the eye to Christ on Calvary—and allasel your sin has passed away, there is forgiveness
and you have received it. Therefore, go and rejmice

You must not forget to notice, however, thiais is a fact which refers to God HimséfThere is
forgivenesswith You™—and with nobody else. | charge you to spurn, withutmost indignation, the so-
called “absolution” by a so-called “priest,” wheth@ the Church of England or the Church of Rome.
Such absolution as that is not worth the foul brelsat utters it. | marvel, sometimes, how any roam
ever, apparently, delude himself, and try to dexéig sinful fellow creature by daring to say, drdive
you your sins.” | suppose it is use and habit thakes men do strange things, at which an unsogphist
conscience shudders; but, to me, the blasphemeaise oath, that makes my blood curdle as | go down
the street, has not half the iniquity in it of tin@an, who deliberately puts on certain specifiedniests,
claims to be a priest of the Most High God, anahtbays to a sinner like himself, “| absolve youthihk
the time has come when all Christians ought, imewvey they can, to shake themselves from these
abominable priestcraft and sacerdotalism altogefftes very dress we wear, the very position we pgcu
in the congregation, should be a protest againsititkedness in the sight of God—for wickedness, it
of the most extreme kind, though | believe the pegiors of it do not always know what they dowso
may pray, “Father, forgive them, and open theindkeyes.” Go you, sinner, straight to God for pardo
through Jesus Christ; but never, never, go to Aarto confessing your sins to a man—pouring theydir
sewage of your filthy nature into another man’s, @d making that ear the common cesspool of the
parish—oh, that is intolerable even to ordinaryahey—and much more to the purity which the grace of
God suggests. Go to Jesus, the one Mediator bet@edrand men; go you, and kiss His pierced hands
and feet, and confess your sin to Him who madetbpitiation for it; but go nowhere else, | chaygel,
at your soul’s peril—lest, like Judas, who firstwend confessed to a priest, and afterwards want o
and hanged himself, you should be driven to despanl a similar awful suicide. O God, as “there is
forgiveness with You,” deliver Your poor fallen aetares from the further dreadful degradation of ingw
themselves down before sinners like themselvedessimg their sins, and seeking pardon where itatn
be found. There is forgiveness, but that forgivengs®nly to be obtained from God, through JesussCh
His Son.

Notice, next, in the texthe unlimited character of this forgivene&ghere is forgiveness with You.”
You see, there is no word to limit it; it does saly that there is forgiveness only for a certaimber;
there is no such restriction as that. Nor doeaytthat there is forgiveness only for a certairt sbsin;
there is no such limit as that. Nor is it said, &fé is forgiveness up to a certain point, or faggiess up
to a certain date.” No, but the declaration, “thisréorgiveness with You,” stands out in all it®gbus
fullness and simplicity, with no abridging or qugiing words whatsoever. Do not you, poor sinnet,gu
limit where God puts none; but build your hope afgon and salvation on this declaration, and gotgou
God, through Jesus Christ, and you shall find tinarte is forgiveness for you—even for you, at tlasy
hour. | pray that you may prove it to be so.

Let me also add th#éte forgiveness which God gives to a sinner is ¢ermgHe blots out all sin. It is
alsosincere;He really does forgive when He says that He dibéslasting,too. God does not forgive us
today, and accuse us again tomorrow. No, let me gbu a better word than lasting; God’s forgiveness

Volume 50 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 3




4 Forgiveness and Fear Sermon #2882

is everlasting He, who is once forgiven, is forgiven to all eigy. Forgiveness is one of the gifts of God
that are without repentance; He never gives it, thed repents that He has done so. If you do get fo
giveness from God, you have the first link in adless chain of mercies. You shall become God'slehil
His beloved. He will teach you, care for you, keep, sanctify you, bless you, perfect you, andjue
time, bring you to heaven. Oh, the heap of blessesimvhich lie in this one gracious gift of God—the
forgiveness of sins! | wish that, by any power ahe) | could induce all of you to seek this forgiess.
No, | retract that expression; | do not wish thay @ower of mine should do it, lest | should hake t
honor of it; but | do pray that God’s power mayitfor all of you—that you may be made conscious of
sin, believe in Jesus Christ, and so find thatgebardon which God is waiting and willing to gieeall
who trust His Son.

Il. Now | pass on to the second part of our subjecicinis A MOST ADMIRABLE DESIGN: “There
is forgiveness with You, that You may be feareddWHdoes forgiveness cause men to fear God?

First, it is clear that God’s design in proclaiming forgivess is the opposite of what some men have
said and thoughtwWe have known many, who have said, “There isif@rmess, so let us keep on sinning.”
Others, not quite so base, have said, “There ggfeness, so we can have it whenever we pleasddirdp
this idea, they have trifled with sin, and they édelayed to seek forgiveness, drawing—oh, | ararashl
to say it of my fellow men!—drawing the infamouddrence that, as God is merciful, they may live in
sin as long as they like, and then find mercy atl#st. | would like any man, who has adopted that
strangely cruel and wicked way of dealing with Gourliercy, to look straight at it for a minute. ltank
that, if 1 had a friend whom | had grieved, andnkelv that he was ready to forgive me, | should not,
therefore, put off the reconciliation, and so geidnrm still more; | should be very base indeedatted
like that. Or if | were a child, and | had vexed father, but he was very gentle and forgiving,imkithat,
if | were to say, “It does not matter much; fatkall forgive me whenever | ask him, so | shall rask
him for months, or perhaps years;—if | did talk gavould be very base on my part. | ask you, lheos
and sisters, not to talk so, and not to act se. bt fair and just treatment of our gracious Gods not
worthy even of man. Why, if even a beast is tre&dedly, it will scarcely return a kick for kindnges
Some perverse animals will do that, but most waherally at length yield to kindness; and the long-
suffering of God ought much more to lead you tergpnce, and not induce you to continue in yous.sin

This design of God is quite contrary to what sortteomen have said would naturally arise out of
the doctrine of free and full forgiveness. So-ahlieriests” have said, “If men can have pardonibygy
believing in Jesus, they will cast off all resttaiso, let us keep them under our thumb—tell thbat t
there are certain ‘sacraments’ that they must ditand that they must look up to us, and then vieyet
them into purgatory; and then, when sufficient moisepaid to us, we will get them out.” But pardon—
free pardon, perfect pardon, pardon given on tloé tepsimple faith—they tell us that this would deto
demoralize people. Well, that is a subject on whiay can speak; for nobody has demoralized people
more than so-called “priests” have done; but éviglent that God does not agree with them. It istevr
here, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, “Thaseforgiveness with Youhat You may be fearedso
that, instead of destroying any man'’s fear, or rewee, or religion, the gift of a free pardon idb®the
very means of producing such a condition of headitlde. Let us look at this point for a minutetao.

In the first placeif there were no pardon, it is quite certain thabody would fear God at alllhere
is no forgiveness for the devil and all his legicasd there is not a devil that has any reverenéave or
adoration for God. No, they abide in sullen despiiey know that there is no hope for them; anthde
shut up to despair, because their sin is unpardentitey rage and rave against the God of heaveun. Y
never read of a devil on his knees in prayer. Whoéeard of a devil saying, “Out of the depths hiave
cried unto You, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice: leti¥@ars be attentive to the voice of my suppliceti®
And why do the devils not pray like that? Why, bess® among other reasons, there is no forgiveoess f
devils; and, therefore, none of the right kindexifof God. They tremble, | grant you. They hacerdain
sort of dread; and, without pardon, there may desad and horror of God; but that is not what euit t
means, for the fear of God, in Scripture, doessigntify dread; it signifies true religion, holy enence
and awe: “The fear of the Lord is the beginningveddom;” and, unless there is pardon of sin, dléar
that its absence drives the sinners to despairpesnts them from worshipping God.
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Again, if there were no pardon, there would be nobody#r God;for, brethren, if God had not had
mercy upon us, He would long ago have swept us allvesymercy—even if it is not pardoning mercy, it
is mercy—which permits us still to live. If God had pardon for any of the whole human race, there
would be no necessity for reprieving men at a#; tilee of humanity would long since have been ocutrd
as a cumberer of the ground.

Now turn to the positive side of this subject. Wiiea gospel is faithfully preached, and attentively
heard, the very hearing of it, under the blessing@Holy Spirit,breeds faith in the soulor “faith comes
by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” Buéthren, suppose we had no pardon to preach, would
there be any faith then? Could there be any fagin? Have you ever heard of a man who believed in a
unpardoning god? Did anybody ever yet hear of maesibelieving in a god who manifests no mercy, and
bestows no forgiveness? Only the heathen trustdio gods, which are no gods. The very fact thatqar
is proclaimed, and carried to the heart by the pakéhe Holy Spirit, produces faith in the soulddfaith
is the root and foundation of all true fear of God.

After faith comegepentancepr, rather, repentance is faith’s twin brotherd @ born at the same
time. Nobody ever repented until he heard of pardeh a man be certain that he cannot be pardoned,
and you may be quite sure that he will not repdetmay feel remorse; he may regret and lamentimis s
because of the penalty which follows it; but thahe softening of the soul, which makes us hate si
because it is committed against such a good araogieGod, is not possible until, first of all, theart
has believed that there is forgiveness with Gocnigelical repentance is one of the fruits of thepgb
of forgiveness, and no other tree can produceoity@ see beloved that, because there is forgigenes
men exercise faith, and they also experience rapeat and these two graces are a very large pataif
is meant by the Scriptural term, “the fear of treed.”

It is also the good news of pardon that inclinestibart tgorayer. You would never have heard of a
man praying for mercy if there had been no merdyet@btained. If Jesus had never died, and thesfjosp
had never been sent into the world; if there hahlye proclamation of pardon, it would never hagerb
said of Saul of Tarsus, “Behold, he prays.” No;yeraarises in the soul as a result of the tellihthe
glad tidings that pardon is to be had; and prdie,faith and repentance, is a large part of ‘fibwer of
the Lord.” The man, who truly prays, is certainlyeonvho fears God.

When a man really receives the pardon of all ms,die is the man who fears the Lord. This is Glear
the case, for pardon breeldsein the soul; and the more a man is forgiven, theenie loves. Where
great sin has been blotted out, there comes todad [pve. Well, is not love the very core of theetfear
of God? If a man really loves God, has he not disced the very essence of true religion? But howdo
he love God if there was no pardon to be had?

Pardon also breeddbedienceA man says, “Have | been forgiven? Then | wikklséo avoid all sin in
the future. Out of love to God, | will labor to dwat which He bids me do.” And, surely, obedierxa i
very large part of the fear of God.

And, oftentimes, this forgiving love of God breedshe souldeep devotion and intense consecration
to Him. There have lived, and there are living now, med @women, who have given their whole selves
to Jesus, many of whom are laboring for Him eveyohd their strength; yes, and many such men and
women have died, for His sake, the most cruel deatithout shrinking back, or seeking to escapé tha
terrible cross. Whence came such a fear of Goda® ¥Why, it could never have come into their leart
if they had not received the forgiveness of theis gor Christ’'s sake; but, having been forgivdrey
came to love and fear—not with a servile fear, With a holy awe—the blessed One through whose
precious blood they have been cleansed. Thus fmgiss of sin is essential to true fear of God; and
wherever it is enjoyed, it is the main motive whitloves them to fear God, and brings them into that
blessed condition. Is not that clear to all of you?

| finish my discourse by asking and trying to anstiss question-As there is forgiveness to be had,
why should not YOU have it“may not be able to poifiyou” out, though, often, God does direct my
finger, or eye, or word, to the very person for whthere is forgiveness. So | ask again—As there is
forgiveness to be had, why should gotunot have it? Young man, under the gallery, why &hgau not
have it? Young woman, down in the area, why shaold/ou have it? Suppose you should never get it?
Suppose you should die without being forgiven? iBat would greatly aggravate all the ordinary pains
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of death! If you die unpardoned, your doom willthe more terrible because there is forgiveness with
God, yet it avails not for you. One of my predeoessDr. Rippon, had considerable influence with th
government of his day. Those were what some fog@edple call, “the good old days,” when they used
to hang people on a Monday morning, as a reguiag tland take little notice of it. It so happenéditt
one, who was related to a former member of thisahuvas condemned to die. It was believed that he
was innocent, so there was much intercession afffenehis behalf to the government, and a pardon was
granted and signed by King George Ill. Very prowidly, it happened that one of the members of the
church, going to the prison, said to the govertidrear that you have eight prisoners to hang toower’
He answered, “I have nine for tomorrow.” “No,” sdlte other, “there were nine, but one of them has
been pardoned.” “I know nothing about that,” sdid governor, “I have received no pardon; and, @nles
| do receive one, | shall hang him tomorrow morriinihe news came to Dr. Rippon, and he took the
post-chaise—in those times, that was the only wdsawelling—and rode down to Windsor. He went to
the castle, and, by dint of that modesty, whicalvgays becoming in a minister of the gospel, i§ihot
carried too far, he pushed himself in, and demandasée the king. He managed at last to get tanie
room, next to the one where His Majesty was slagpitearing a noise, the king asked, “What is that?”
His attendant answered, “Here is a Dr. Rippon, sdns he must see Your Majesty.” “Show him in, then,
he said; and Dr. Rippon saw the king in bed, amndi tsehim, “Your Majesty gave a pardon to such-and-
such a man.” “Yes, | know | did.” “But they havetrgmt it at the prison, and the man is going théeged
in the morning if | do not get back to London im#&.” So the king posted the good doctor back with
another pardon, and the man was saved. Supposalheebn hanged, what would his parents have said?
Well, they might have said, “There was forgivenges$ he was hanged.” | think that would have béen t
bitterest ingredient in their griefF—that they hdatained forgiveness for him, and yet, after algtthe
was hanged. Happily, it was not so; but, sirshaset is pardon to be had, if you will not ask teras
there is pardon to be had by confessing your sid,leelieving in Jesus, yet you will not seek it—why
then, when you are lost, you will say to yours&lih, what a fool | was! There was forgiveness, but
neglected to seek it. There was forgiveness, id hot realize that | needed it; so | have pedsgemy
own folly.” | charge you, men and women, to rementbat, if you are lost, your doom will be far more
terrible than that of those who have never heaedgttspel, because you have had the way of salvation
plainly set before you, and | have again exhoriaal ys best | can, to walk in it. Oh, how | wistould
exhort you with more earnestness, and in more psigelwords; but, perhaps, even then, there waaild b
an equal failure! | do implore you, do not put frgou eternal life; do not refuse the pardon thatltbrd
Jesus Christ presents to all who trust Him. Trust,H pray you, trust Him now; and the pardon shall
yours.

“But,” says someone, “I am afraid of what | mayiddhe future. If | were forgiven now, | am afraid
| should again act just as | have done before.”|\WWetn, take the text as a whole: “There is foegiess
with You, that You may be feared.” If you receive fforgiveness of God, you will have the fear otdGo
put into your heart at the same time, for this et of the ancient covenant: “I will put My feartheir
hearts, that they shall not depart from Me.” “A nlegart also will | give you, and a new spirit wilbut
within you.” Poor sinner, here is a wonder of grémeyou—the past forgiven, and the future guaradte
by a wondrous miracle of mercy worked within yoeaht, making you a new creature in Christ Jesus.

Blessed Spirit, apply this message to the Lord’$ 1 @vosen ones, and save many precious souls
through it, for the Redeemer’s sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
PSALMS 32; 130.

Psalm 32 Verse 1Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, abiosis covered.

No man knows the blessedness of pardoned sin euh#m who has felt the weight of guilt upon his
conscience. If you have ever been burdened antiedlusnder a load of sin, it will be a joy worth mor
than ten thousand worlds for you to get the bufifierd from your shoulders: “Blessed”—blessed beyon
description—"is he whose transgression is forgiwengse sin is covered.”

2.Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputesiaptify, and in whose spirit there is no guile.
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He has no need to dissemble now, for his sin given. David had tried to tamper with his conscesnc
after his great sin. He invented all sorts of ersuasnd schemes, to try to hide his guilt; but wia¢tast,
he was fully convinced of the awful sinfulness &f &in, and when God had put it away forever, then,
when the guilt was gone, the guile went, too.

3, 4.When | kept silence, my bones waxed old througioaring all the day long. For day and night
Your hand was heavy upon me: my moisture was tumedhe drought of summer. Selah.

As if he was parched and scorched with inward giliee agony of his soul kept him from sleeping,
prevented him from taking his necessary food, aadarhim seem like a prematurely old man.

5.1 acknowledged my sin unto You, and my iniquityeHanot hid. | said, | will confess my transgres-
sions unto the LORD; and You forgave the iniquityng sin. Selah.

O blessed termination of a terrible condition ohtieConfession pulled up the floodgates of hid,sou
and God caused the black stream to flow away asapgear. Friend, are you trying to conceal any sin,
or to excuse yourself in any wrong course? Them goul will fret and worry more and more. But make
a clean breast of it before God, in the humbledtranst honest language you can use, and then wtiu sh
receive the Lord’s full and free forgiveness.

6. For this shall every one that is godly pray untaYmma time when You may be found; surely in the
floods of great waters they shall not come neao Unin.

A man, who can pray, shall see even the oceanrdbaek, as Moses did. If you get near to God, and
keep near to Him, the floods of great waters sialer get near to you.

7. You are my hiding place; You shall preserve me fimuble; You shall compass me about with
songs of deliverance. Selah.

The world is full of music to the man to whom Gagktsaid, “I forgive you.” Do not rest, dear friend,
till you really know that you are forgiven; forybu do, you will rest short of all true happineBsit if
you have sought God’s mercy, and had your sin Vergiyou are already at the gates of heaven.

8. 1 will instruct you and teach you in the way whyahu shall go: | will guide you with My eye.

When God forgives, He also sanctifies. When Hellnrasght back the sheep that wandered off into
the wrong road, He afterwards leads it in the rigiatk. Notice how the Lord says, “I will guide yaiith
My eye.” A look from the Lord ought to be enoughguide us; we should not need a blow, nor even a
word, but be ready to be directed by the very gshtinonition of God’s gracious Spirit.

9. Be you not as the horse, or as the mule, which havenderstanding: whose mouth must be held
in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unta.yo

Do not be difficult to manage. Be not hard-moutHge ready to be guided by the eye of God. Be not
like stubborn beasts, that must be held in wittabd bridle, and that often need the whip, too.

10.Many sorrows shall be to the wicked:—

Wicked man, that is the portion that is to comgda; and it will surely come to you if you continue
in your present evil course. This is the title deégour future inheritance; do you like the prosipef
such a possession as that? “Many sorrows shadl tieetwicked:”

10, 11.But he that trusts in the LORD, mercy shall comgassabout. Be glad in the LORD, and
rejoice, you righteous: and shout for joy, all yibat are upright in heart.

Let your joy be demonstrative. Do not be ashamdettothers see how happy you are. The Lord has
done great things for you; therefore, “be gladhe Lord, and rejoice, you righteous: and shoujdgy
all you that are upright in heart.” Be so jubildinat others shall be compelled to glorify God wyjthu,
and to ask, “May not we also share this great iigssith you?”

Psalm 130 Verse 10ut of the depths have I cried unto You, O LORD.

“Sinking, sinking, sinking—drowning, dying—hope lliit gone, almost everything gone—yet | have
cried unto You—with much fear, and little hope, t@di the depths have I cried unto You, O Lord.”

2, 3.Lord, hear my voice: let Your ears be attentivéhi® voice of my supplications. If You, LORD,
should mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?

Judged by ourselves, on the ground of absolutegjstone of us can hope to stand before His judg-
ment seat without being condemned. | trust thaalvienow and feel that this is true.

4, 5.But there is forgiveness with You, that You mafjebeed. | wait for the LORD, my soul does
wait, and in His word do | hope.
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Never yet has any poor soul perished that couldsusé language as this. It may be a long while
before you get the full comfort of all the Lord’somises; but you are sure to have it sooner or,ldte
you can but hope “in His Word.” Well did good Jadawton sing—

“Rejoice, believer, in the Lord,

Who makes your cause His own;
The hope that’s built upon His Word
Can never be overthrown!”

6-8. My soul waits for the Lord more than they that vdir the morning: | say, more than they that
watch for the morning. Let Israel hope in the LOR&r: with the LORD there is mercy, and with Him is
plenteous redemption. And He shall redeem Israehfall his iniquities.

Children of God, plead that precious promise: “Hallsredeem Israel from all his iniquities;” and
never rest till you are fully freed from the bondaaf sin; for God will work a perfect work in yoand
then He will take you home to be with Himself foeemore.
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