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“The just shall live by his faith.” “Tle just shall live by faith.”
Habakkuk 2:4. Romans 1:17.
“The just shall live by faith” “Nw the just shall live by faith.”
Galatians 3:11. Hebrews 10:38.

THE fact that these words are so frequently foumthe Word of God is a sufficient justification for
often preaching from them. There seems to be, aroertgin preachers and hearers, some sort of questi
about preaching more than once from the sameyekit would appear that this is by no means a gwron
practice, but a most proper one. Indeed, our Lestig Christ may be thought to have preached the sam
sermon more than once, for the Sermon on the Moamtains many passages similar to those uttered by
Him on other occasions. The apostle Paul imitated/laster’'s example when he wrote to the Philipgjan
“To write the same things to you, to me indeedgagrievous, but for you it is safe.” We need inesitate
to follow such leaders as these

As the truth contained in our texts is so oftenuigta before us in the Scriptures—and is revealed at
least four times in almost the same words—we otggtegard it as of the greatest imaginable impagan
as indeed it is. A mistake upon this subject wdodc mistake concerning life—for we are told, agaid
again, “The just shall live by faith"—and a mistad@ncerning life is a vital mistake, and will béasal
mistake to those who make it unless it is correaratirectified by a power higher than their ownefga
fore, we ought to give most earnest heed to thatiwles near to the very heart of true religionda
which is, indeed, its very life. To the believaith is of the utmost importance. He should endeaob
to lose any of his graces; he should seek, by theepof the blessed Spirit, neither to lose patemor
hope, nor love, nor any other grace or virtuel, gtie root of true religion is faith, so he muisstf of all
see to that. If we fail in faith, we shall fail eyerhere. | might almost say of faith, with regaod-¢ligion,
that it is like the heart, out of which are theuiss of life. If faith is weak, we are weak all oweor
service, for suffering, for everything; but whertlas strong, it imparts strength to all the mensbef
the spiritual body, and the whole spiritual manh@ofiill of vigor. So, my brother or sister, seauyfost
and foremost to your faith. May God the Holy Spipiaciously strengthen it, and may our considenatio
of these four texts tend to the same end!

First,in the great change from condemnation to justifaatthese words are true: “The just shall live
by faith;” and, secondly, using a very wide terntdke inall the rest of our daily life-in reference to
what we have been accustomed to call sanctificatibbese words are also true: “The just shall live by
faith.” It is the same life all the way through dathhe same method of living that life, namely, fajth.”

I. First, then, IN THE GREAT CHANGE FROM CONDEMNATIONO JUSTIFICATION, these
words are true: “The just shall live by faith.”

We all need to be delivered from the condemnatibickvis our due because of sin. When a man’s
conscience is awakened to see the fearful pendlitghvihe has incurred by his transgressions, he orié
for someone to rescue him from the death which bbefore him as the result of his condemnation. He
begins to seek a way of escape, and he triesrddl gbways, and runs in them with great persevaan
and earnestness, and self-denial; but he makestak®ias to every way of escape until he comdsdo t
way, “The just shall live by faith.”

This is the famous text which was the means otthancipation of the soul of Martin Luther. | have
stood at the bottom of the Santa Scala, or holycsise, at Rome, which is superstitiously belieieede
the very one down which the Savior came from Pgatall; | have never gone up those stairs, because
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no one may go up them except upon his knees, amdild not do that; but | have walked up and down
the steps by the side of them. There are certdeslout in the wooden floor which encases the rearbl
staircase, and that wooden floor has been worn aveany times by the pilgrims’ knees. There are [dace
cut—where the priests say that the blood of Jedl+s-in order to enable the poor votaries of supost

to kiss the spot where the blood drops fell. | hegen scores of men and women going up that stairca
on their bended knees, for they are told that tlaeeegreat indulgences to be obtained by crawlmg u
those stairs. Luther was doing this, for he hadegorRome determined to get rid of his sins, ifiole;

and while he was in the middle of that slavish, tedleking to gain everlasting life by his penantss,
text came into his mind—he had read it in the Biblehe monastery—“The just shall live by faithyidy

to the astonishment of those who looked on, he frose his knees, never to go up the Santa Scala any
more in that fashion, for he had discovered thatkvhe was looking for, the true way of living; ayaou
know that it was not long before he needed toatdlérs of the life and peace that he had discovéned
old monk, who knew something about these truthswine did not want to have any noise made concern-
ing them, said to him, “Go back to your cell, ane Inear to God, and do not make a stir.” But Gmd d
not mean him to go back to his cell, and he begapéak, and very soon the world knew that a mighty
change had been worked, but it all came, instruatignthrough Luther learning this great truth, €h
just shall live by faith.”

If | am addressing any who arnging to procure eternal life by their own worksf you have mended
your ways a good deal, it was time you did so—iil y@ave obtained a great many virtues to which you
were strangers before, | am very glad to heaoitjtfwas your duty to do so—but, if you are hopiby
any such means, to put away your sin, oh that smioe, more potent than mine, would speak not only
to your ear, but to your heart, and say, “The ginstll live by faith!” It is well that you have faken the
ale-bench, it is right that you have abstained fppofane language, it is good that you are honeist,
most commendable that you are seeking to be a coifgour friends at home, and to observe all the
laws of domestic and social life; but if you arelgag, in this way, to obtain eternal life, you Mitiss
the object of your search. It is not so that youo lsa made just in the sight of God, or that you secure
true spiritual life, for “the just shall live byith,” that is, by faith in Jesus Christ. You knothé old, old
story,” but | will tell it to you once again. To tn life, you must believe in that dear Son of Gdib
came to earth, took our nature, and took our sid,veas made a curse for us that we might be no more
curse, and died, “the Just for the unjust, thatright bring us to God.” Your faith must be fixed what
He did, not on what you can do; and on what Heesedf, not on what you can suffer by way of repergan
despondency, and distress of soul. You must Iagit away from anything there is within or about you
or anything you can possibly perform or achievethim ransom price paid by Christ upon the cross of
Calvary, for you must live—you can live only—bytfain Jesus Christ, for “by the deeds of the lagre¢h
shall no flesh be justified in His sight.”

Some, however, place a great deal of reliancearious forms of religious observances, Luther
himself did until his eyes were opened by the Hapyrit. If that is your case, my dear friend, let sBY
that it is well that you should attend the hous&ofl, and | am glad that you do; but if you getitlea
that you are to be saved because you go so maeg Enweek to the assembly of the saints, you are
making a fatal mistake. It is well to search thei@ares; but if you imagine that the searchingham
will save you—if you think that in them there i®etal life—you will find that there is somethingelto
be done before you can get that great blessingelyaroming to Christ that you may have eterna, lif
for you will search the Scriptures in vain if yoegard that exercise as one which merits salvalios.
well that you have begun to pray; but all the pngyin the world, if it is relied on as a groundsafvation,
is like a sandy foundation for a man to build omuYmay weep over your sinful state, your tears may
flow until, like Niobe, you are transformed intgparpetual fountain; but salvation comes not soe“jlst
shall live by faith.” All the devotional exerciseswhich you can possibly engage, in public oriivate,
with all the so called “sacraments” thrown in, aldthe priestly efficacy of which men dream—evén i
there were such a thing in reality—all this coutit save you. “The just shall live by faith.” This the
only way of living that God has ordained for sirmdead in trespasses and sins.

There is a notion more common, perhaps, than etthétrese two, of salvation by works or ceremo-
nies, and that is the idea afcertain amount of terror of conscienaehich is often confused with true
conviction of sin. According to the ideas of soneeple, this state must be passed through beforeamu
be saved. You must dream about dreadful thingsght,nand wake in the morning full of horror and
confusion, and go about your business in the utmmsteivable despair. So some say, and it is laie t
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there are many who come to God in that way. | dodoubt that there are thousands who reach the
Celestial City by way of the Slough of Despond; how can | doubt it, when | went that way myself?
Yet that is not the best way; it is our wanderimgl &lundering that leads us to go that way, forjtis¢
shall not live by despondency, but by faith. Th& ghall not find eternal life through terror aresgair;
but they shall find it through believing in the dadesus Christ. The prophets of Baal were undeossg
delusion when “they cried aloud, and cut themse&fesr their manner with knives and lancets, hi# t
blood gushed out upon them;” but they are equalyakd who think that, by lacerating their consceen
and by endeavoring to make themselves miseraldg siall thereby obtain the favor of God. Thatas n
true, you may even be put into the mortar of caim; and brayed there with the pestle of the lal u
you are ground to atoms, and there is no hopenefou; but that is not the way of salvation. “Eeie
and live” is the gospel precept. “God so loveduleeld that He gave His only begotten Son, that whos
ever believes in Him should not perish, but haverlagting life.” “The just shall live by faith.” Daot,
therefore, try and set up another mode of salvationother foundation can no man lay than thdaid,
which is Jesus Christ;” and salvation comes bydmg upon that foundation, resting and relying only
upon Him.

There are, no doubt, others who are looking inotezridirections for salvation, but we may say tarthe
all that it is of no use which way they look—thiayvor that, up, down, to the right, or to the lettntil
they look by faith to Jesus Christ; but, oh, wiiat ¢omes streaming into the soul as soon as teasey
fixed upon Jesus! In the case of some of us, thi tthat went through our heart, directly we look®
Jesus, was like a little heaven. It seemed to ukves were suddenly brought into a new world. Te,m
believing in Jesus brought such a change in mane, that | can only compare it to the experiesfce
blind man, who, having never seen a ray of lighgwd be suddenly taken out in the night, set utiter
sky studded with stars, and then should have danteneous operation performed upon his eyes $o tha
in a moment he could see clearly. Oh, how ravidiedould be, how astonished, how delighted! How
every little star would seem to twinkle for him! Wavery beam of light would seem to make him glad!
He would clap his hands; he would leap for joyhe hew sense of sight, and the newly discovered
pleasure which it had brought into his life. Traghe kind of bliss that comes through believingesus.

It is like the discovery of buried treasure; theoenes such a flood of delight upon the soul as rbest
experienced to be understood, for it cannot berdest It does not come to all so suddenly, for som
eyes are opened gradually; first they see mengas,twalking; and, by and by, they see more fiily;
however it is manifested, the change that faithkean the soul is truly marvelous. Beloved, he that
believes in Jesus is “justified from all thinggyrfr which he could not be justified by the Law of $és.”

He relies upon a perfect atonement that puts atvayvhole sin of the man’s earthly existence, and
he rejoices with joy unspeakable and full of gldvian, you will die; the sentence already passediupo
you will be executed before long unless you beligvdesus, for “he that believes not is condemned
already, because he has not believed in the narntteeadnly-begotten Son of God.” But, man, if you
believe in Jesus, you can never be executed far siau For you, there is no hell; for you, therents
undying worm, no Tophet, no Gehenna; there canaairty of these things, for you have no sin now.
“Your sins, which are many, are all forgiven yotiThere is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after tesH, but after the Spirit.” “Therefore being jdistil by
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord d&3lrist: by whom also we have access by faith into
this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hopth@fglory of God.” Faith brings life, and libertgnd
love, and everlasting joy into the heart; but noghelse will do this.

This, then, is the first sense of the expressidime”just shall live by faith;” and many of us have
realized it, and bless God that we have. | wish #flain this place did not only know about faitiyt
really had faith. Oh, that some might have it namd that, before this congregation shall breakeaph
of them might be able to say, “I believe in Jesuspose myself upon Him. Sink or swim, | fall irttis
arms. Come what may, Christ shall be to me, frasttme forward, all my salvation and all my de&ire
O blessed Spirit, work this faith in every heantehpresent now, for Jesus’ sake! Amen.

Il. Now comes the second part of the subject, namielt, THE WHOLE AFTER-LIFE OF THE
CHRISTIAN, AFTER HE IS MADE TO LIVE, IS STILL BY FATH.

Note, first, thatthe believer, after his conversion, lives in noeotlvay but by faithNo Christian
remains a Christian except by still believing. Where began, there we continue; we looked unto Jesus
at the first, and we are still looking unto Jedt'e came to Him at the first, and we are still cognimto
Him “as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed a&frmbut chosen of God, and precious.” We know of no
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future ground of hope that can be any strongeetiebthan this, no, we know of no other than vatig
in Jesus Christ. | beg you, beloved Christian pedpy to avoid all attempts to live in any otheayw

There are some professing Christians who live upeimm devotions. Now, no Christian can live with-
out prayer—without praise—without feeding upon Wierd of God. Nobody ought to attempt to do that;
but if any man should begin to say, “Now | can dtheut faith in Jesus, because | read so many erapt
each morning, and | spend so much time in prayet,lalso attend so many public services;"—ah! My
brother, you have wandered out of the right traaW,nfor you are not living by faith. But if you pran
faith, and praise in faith, and read the Word otil@ofaith, then all these things shall become tutlip
your spiritual life; but if faith is left out, athese things shall be but as mere husks which icomtawheat
in them whatsoever. | fear that there are someepsoirs of religion who feel perfectly satisfiedhéy
have gone through the regular routine of the dagnhire habits of devotion; they should be mairgdjn
but if the mere habit is mistaken for living powand if it takes the place of coming continuallyd&sus
by living personal faith, you will soon find youtges in a very strange case. “The just shall liyddith,”
and not by these things apart from faith. Faittsgpdwer into them, but they have no living forcarap
from faith.

There are some other Christians who try to livahsir works. They are believers in Jesus, but they
have got into such a state of heart that they appy, and restful, and comfortable, only when tbay
have a certain amount of activity in the servic&ofl. But if, through illness, or any other caukey are
hindered from active service, they are full of disyland begin to think that they are not savedgclwhi
proves that they were at least somewhat resting thgar activities. Now by all means, let us bewain
the service of our Savior; let us be zealous indgoorks, for to this end were we called, and thifor
the glory of God. But, beloved, if | were to begondraw comfort as to my soul’s salvation from thet
of my diligence in preaching the gospel, | wouldrbaking a great mistake; or if you began to draw
comfort from your earnestness in the Sabbath sotlaes, or if you should rest upon your devotion to
various benevolent societies, or upon anythingybatdo, you would be upon the wrong track altogeth
You would be feeding where God would not have yeedf Do all you can do, but live by faith. Serve
God with all your might, but never make your seevigto a prop or pillow of confidence; for, evenemh
we have done all that we ought to do, we arewstifirofitable servants; and we must bring our besks;
and ask forgiveness for their imperfections, evethare was a sacrifice appointed for the sinsraiel’'s
holy things. What sin there is even in our holygs, so that they might sooner damn us than sdvestis
us put no confidence in them, nor try to live bgrthas some do.

There are other Christians who live by feeling.ded, | have heard some advocate that we ought to
live by feeling. Now, a true Christian cannot behout feeling. God forbid that he should! Feelimgs
sorrow, feelings of joy, feelings of spiritual depsion, and feelings of holy elation—these areedes-
sary in their time and place; but to live by fegliand to gauge our security by our state of fgekvould
be truly dreadful work, because our feelings areeniickle than the weather. It is fine just nowt lou
another half-hour, it may rain. In such a variatiimate as ours, we can never reckon for long ugon
sort of weather; and as to our hearts, and oumnfgelso dependent upon our bodily health, or upen
kindness or the unkindness of our friends—so degatnabon a thousand little things almost too minute
to be observed—if we begin estimating our safetplyups and downs, we shall feel lost and theh fee
saved a hundred times a day. That plan will not'@ioe just shall live by faith.” | like to believiea Jesus
when | have the worst feelings, just as firmly dgew | have the best of them, and to trust in Gettjue
same when my full assurance in Him brims with ddligs | did when my soul was emptied by sorrow.
Do you think | put that sentence the wrong waylirbt, for it is easier, | believe, to trust Chiiis the
depths of sorrow than it is when you are high ugadar stirrups, and feel yourself to be somebody; f
then, almost insensibly, you get away from the smledation of your standing by faith in the Loekds
Christ.

There are some, too, who live very much, evenligioeis matters, upon their outward circumstances.
There are some who, if they become poor, almos gjv all profession of religion. They say that they
have not proper clothes in which to come to God'sse, and that they do not like to be seen by peopl
who knew them when they were in better circumstaygethat religion depends upon how many shillings
a week they can earn, and that is a very poor conéait, if we have learned to live by faith, weah
follow the Lord in rags if He gives us nothing leetto wear; and if we have not shoes for our feet,
shall go after Him all the same. Let us be in whateondition we may, we shall never be worse fudht
He was; so, come poverty, or come wealth; coméothest possible ebb of outward fortunes; yet,,sfill
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we live by faith, we shall keep close to the hexélghe Crucified. God grant us grace to live aboue
outward circumstances! Remember that inspired ngessilan shall not live by bread alone, but by gver
word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.” Ty see that the Christian lives in no other manner
than by faith.

And, beloved friendhe lives in all forms of his life by faith can only speak, for a minute or two,
upon this thought. In one form of his life, the Ghan is a child at home with his Father. Wellaashild,
he lives by faith, for “as many as received Himiitem gave He power to become the sons of God, even
to them that believe on His name.” Our sonship @haption remain to us matters of faith, and we con-
tinually look up to God our Father by faith. As Hisildren, we receive teaching, supplies, foodthita,
and everything, and we receive all by faith. To ¢hédd of God, faith is the hand that takes evangh
from God. | am His child, and | know that He willgply my every need; but faith prompts me to tethH
my need—yes, makes me feel that He knows whatd beéore | ask Him, and so | take from Him what
He freely gives by believing in Him.

The Christian is, next, described in the Word oti@s a pilgrim. He is journeying to “a city thatsha
foundations;” but, all the way there, he goes hthfaHe never takes a step heavenward except by fai
An unbelieving step is not a step towards heavdlrthA progress that is made by any child of Godlie
to faith.

The Christian is also described as a warrior; &wedetis no fighting except by faith, and no weapon
of defense like the great shield of faith. No vigtes won by doubting; no devil is ever overthrow
desponding. Mistrust of God never yet put to flighe armies of the aliens; unbelief never stopped t
mouths of lions, or quenched the violence of finedivided the sea, or conquered the land. Poithé¢o
wonders worked by unbelief if you can. All it camosv is ruin and desolation; for unbelief is powssle
except for mischief. The just, when he fights, nfigdt by faith, and faith is the victory that oeemes
the world.

The Christian is also continually described in\Werd of God as a servant. Now, all service done for
God must be done by faith. One of the first obyexgiof our service must be to please God, but ‘auth
faith it is impossible to please Him.” O brotherglssisters, if we always go to our work, as Chaissi
saying, “| am going to do it by faith,” how differly we would act from what we do now! We sit down,
and think of our many infirmities, and we say, “\&8feall never accomplish that task.” But, sirs, have
forgotten the everlasting arms and the omnipotaghtrof Jehovah? We observe how difficult the duty
is, and how strong the opposition, and so we geaid very mistrustfully; but if, instead thereofewere
to say, “Who are you, O great mountain? Before Eealel you shall become a plain,” we would be sure
to conquer. Service rendered in unbelief is likeessel marred on the potter's wheel; but as longids
can turn it round upon the wheel, and fashiort iyill come to something that the Master can usau Y
must believe, for so will you be able to serve.uStrin the Lord, and do good;” but be sure to dofitst
thing. The trusting must come before the doing, l@mdingled with all the doing, or else it will berery
poor piece of doing indeed.

Well, then, in any capacity in which a Christiarflasand, he must always be believing. If you have to
go home, and go to bed, and lie there for a momthsaffer, go upstairs believing that the Lord \mihke
your bed in all your sickness. If you have to gokoto a business where everything seems to be going
wrong with you, go in faith, and know that He hagls“Bread shall be given you, your waters shell b
sure.” Or if you are going, next Sunday, to teadhass in the Sunday school, or going round withryo
tracts in a district where you have to call upomeaugly-minded people, go in faith. Has not thed_or
said, “Certainly | will be with you. | will blessou, and help you™? Then, go in faith. It will chantihe
whole color and tenor of your life if you rememltleat “the just shall live by faith,” whatever forhis
life takes.

Very rapidly, let me also say to you thhts is the way the just are to live in every casd every
condition The prophet Habakkuk is the one who first utteireegse words: “The just shall live by his
faith.” | wonder whether he fully understood theimgelf. It is always pleasant to see whether aatoct
takes his own medicine, and whether a preachetipeadis own precepts. | think this is how Habakku
understood these words; here is his practical etipoof them, in the last verses of his prophe@t-
hough the fig tree shall not blossom, neither dhaill be on the vines; the labor of the olive $ffeil, and
the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall g off from the fold, and there shall be no herdhe
stalls: yet | will rejoice in the Lord; | will joyn the God of my salvation. The Lord God is my sy,
and He will make my feet like hinds’ feet, and Hé make me to walk upon my high places. To thesthi
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singer on my stringed instruments.” Why, it is artny is it not?—the hymn of a man who saw the bread
going, and the meat going, and the oil going, arety¢hing going, and yet he rejoiced in the LordisT

is what he meant by living by faith—faith, you sabput fruit—faith about flocks—faith about cattle—
faith about fig trees—faith about everything—yeda#h that does without anything—a faith that can
take nothing, and be content with it because ddiaverything in God—faith under the worst conceliga
conditions. This is how the just are to live.

And as they are to live thus at their worst, scuththey live at their best—still by faith. | wasld of
a friend, who walked with that blessed man of Qdd, George Muller, of Bristol, and who made the
remark to him that he thought he had £5,000 balaneeyear. “Yes,” said Mr. Muller, “God had been
very gracious, and we had a large balance.” “Artlink,” said the friend, “for some years you have
always had a large balance.” “Yes,” he replied, ‘ave.” “Well,” asked the other, “do you now, my
brother, trust in God just as simply as you did wieu had to call the children together to prayduse
there was no bread to give them for dinner, and @adiously sent you the dinner just at the righe®
Is your faith just as simple? Do you walk by fagth you did then?” And that good man said, “Yes, my
dear brother, | live by faith now as | did then)yoa great deal more so, for | find | have morecheé
faith now to prevent me beginning to trust in whhaave in store.” It is just so; if you are gettiag in
life, you need more faith to keep you from makingoa of what you have, and trusting in it. Instead
less faith in time of prosperity, you will need evenore. There are some people, you know, who lean
upon God because they have no one else to lean Tipew are like that famous rider of whom Cowper
sang, who was—

“Stooping down as needs he must
Who cannot sit upright.”

That is how it is with the faith of these peopladarery good faith it is, too; but that faith iseev
nobler that has some apparent means of sittinglprihat seems to have something to confide in, ye
will not do it because it disdains to have evendhivisible, of the best and most powerful kindretst
upon, but will rest on nothing but God. Why, yowms and buttresses, if | trust you today, | maydnee
you tomorrow, and where shall | be then? No; assAm said to the king of Sodom, “I will not takerfr
a thread even to a shoe lace, | will not take angtlthat is yours, lest you should say, | have made
Abraham rich,” so often have we to cast aside whaffered to us, and say, “I cannot and will navé
it, lest my heart should, at any time, rely upoosth gifts rather than upon my God.” You know how th
devil spoke to God concerning Job, “Have You notlena hedge about him, and about his house, and
about all that he has on every side? You havedidetse work of his hands, and his substance is&sed
in the land. But put forth Your hand now, and toadlithat he has, and he will curse You to Yourefac
That is what the devil said, but it was not truet, yn some cases, there is a danger of it getihifog true.
We are getting on so well, and the hedge is allradais. Ah! But we must not get to love the hedge,
will be taken from us. If you love the fields, atiee gold, and the silver, and begin to confidehien,
you will lose them. “The just shall live by faith™faith as much in the summer weather as in the winte
cold; see to that matter, O you who are the childrieGod!

“The just shall live by faith” in every conditiovhen he comes to die, he shall live by faith. biesct
what a Negro said about his master who was a @Gliristhe minister said to the Negro, “Sam, is your
master dying?” “Yes, sir,” he said, “he be dyin{&hd how is he dying, Sam?” “Sir,” said the Negro,
“he be dying full of life.” That is how a Christiashould die, “full of life.” The life of God is witin him
even to the last. Till he gets into glory, “thetjakall live by faith.” Yes, and before he getsréhée shall
taste some of the joys of heaven, for living bytifaneans living in the heavenly; it means getting t
anticipate the glory that is yet to be revealedirig by faith makes us live the life of God; andthat
lives the life of God must, in some degree, live life of heaven. Oh, to have it so developedngfie
ened, and full-grown that, from this time forth, way live by faith even to the end!

The Lord bless you, for Christ’'s sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
MATTHEW 22:1-14.
Verses 1-3And Jesus answered and spoke unto them again laplear and said, The kingdom of
heaven is like unto a certain king, which made ariage for his son, and sent forth his servantsadi
them that were bidden to the wedding: and they evoot come.
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Observe, that it was a king who made this weddeast;, therefore, to refuse to come to it when the
command implied great honor to those who were mddas as distinct an insult as could very well be
perpetrated against both the king and his son.yTeld not come.” Had the one who invited themrbee
only an ordinary person, it might not have beeir thaty to come, and they might even have beeifigdt
in their refusal. But this was a king, who sent $esvants to summon the guests to the marriagésof h
son; and | bid you to take notice that the gospairiage feast, to which you are invited, is thesteaot
only of a king, but of the King of kings, your Cteg and your God; and in refusing to come, in obece
to His command, you commit an overt act of rebalbgainst His Divine Majesty.

The king “sent forth his servants to call them tvate bidden to the wedding: and they would not
come.” They were bidden, yet they would not comamfwhich | gather that those who think the invita-
tions of the gospel are to be restricted to certharacters, because they say it is useless tie iothers,

“do err, not knowing the Scriptures.” What have t@alo with the apparent uselessness of what we are
commanded to do? It is our duty to give the inwtataccording as our King directs us; but it is aot
business to decide whether that invitation willdoeepted or rejected. In this case, we know what ha
pened: “They would not come.”

4. Again he sent forth other servants—

Perhaps, in the kindness of his heart, he tholnglttthe first servants, whom he sent, were somewhat
offensive in their manner; and that, therefore,ghests would not come; just as it may be that soime
you will never receive the gospel from one minister you have a prejudice against his way of pagtti
it; so the Lord may, in the greatness of His meseyd you His Word by the mouth of another. | antequ
sure that any of us, who are the King's servantjlavbe very glad for somebody else to take oucepla
if he could succeed better with you than we cams Kimg, in his wisdom and kindness, “sent forthest
servants,”—

4-6.Saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, | harepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings
are killed, and all things are ready: come unto tharriage. But they made light of it, and went thei
ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandaset the remnant took his servants, and treated them
spitefully, and slew them.

The great majority of those who heard the invitationade light of it;” and still is this the halot
the bulk of mankind, and even of many whom | am ram@ressing. Any day will do for you to think
about Christ, so you seem to fancy. He may have lpawings; when it shall come to the last, youlkhi
that you can send for a minister to come and phily you, and that then all will be well. You makght
of it—you make light of present mercy, of immediadeonciliation to God, you make light of the love
and grace of God, and of the precious blood ofslekake heed what you are doing, for the great IKing
heaven regards this as high treason against Hinréeliooks upon it as a presumptuous attempt telow
His infinite majesty in the eyes of men. When agkas killed his oxen and fatlings for his son’sidieg
feast, and there is nobody to eat the provisiaem ik it a dishonor to him; and if it were possituethe
gospel provisions to be universally rejected, Gadil be dishonored.

There are some, however, who go further than menglking light of the invitation; “the remnant”
who would, if they could, maltreat and slay the seegjers of mercy; and, as they cannot, nowaddys, ki
their bodies, they try to slay their reputationsy/lander which they have heard, or any lie whiy
have invented, will do to tell in order to make thanister of Christ of less repute than he desetvdz.

7-10.But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth:@dent forth his armies, and destroyed those
murderers, and burned up their city. Then he saidis servants, The wedding is ready, but theyhvhic
were bidden were not worthy. Go you therefore thiohighways, and as many as you shall find, bid to
the marriage. So those servants went out into theways, and gathered together all as many as they
found, both bad and good: and the wedding was $ted with guests.

This is the glorious rule of the gospel still. Taosho were first bidden to the great wedding feast
were the Jews; they would not come, and therefi@misalem was destroyed. Now the gospel is preached
to all nations, and all sorts of people in all oa$; yet the same sinful rejection of the invitatie con-
stantly being repeated. You, who hear the gospet ffunday to Sunday, are bidden by it to comedo th
great supper; and, as some of you will not comel, @BoHis infinite mercy, is sending His gospethe
poorest and the vilest of mankind. Many of thentdme, and thus the Lord provokes you to jealousy by
a people who were not a people; and astonisheaygou find that many come from the East, and from
the West, and from the North, and from the Soutl, sit down in the kingdom of God, while you, who
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reckoned yourselves to be the children of the kimgdoecause you have long been privileged to Ihear t
gospel, shall be cast out.

The king’'s servants “gathered together all as namthey found, both bad and good.” The best gath-
ering into the visible church is sure to be a migtuhere will be some coming into it who should be
there.

11.And when the king came in to see the guests,

For whom he had provided sumptuous garments saitabthe wedding—for, as we provide what is
supposed to be appropriate array for mournerduatexal, so, in the East, they provide, on a machdr
scale, suitable apparel for wedding guests.

11.He saw there a man which had not on a wedding garme

He might have had one, for it was provided. Th¢ flaat he had not one was as great an insult to the
king as a refusal of his invitation would have hdada was not bound to provide himself with a weddin
garment; he could not have done it, for he was gdvipbone of those swept up out of the highways. But
there it hung, and he was requested to put it ahhb refused, and he had the impertinence theiet
without the indispensable wedding garment. If hel@dmot show his contempt for the king in one way,
he would do so in another; and he dared, in thestaitithe wedding feasters, to defy the authoritthe
king, and to refuse to do honor to the newly-marpence.

12. And he said unto him, Friend, how came you in metehaving a wedding garment? And he was
speechless.

He could give no reply; the king’s presence awex imto silence.

13.Then said the king to the servants, Bind him harifaot, and take him away, and cast him into
outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnasbirigeth.

You may manage to get into the church even thowghaye not converted; but if you are not trusting
in Christ, you are not saved, and your false psageswill only make your destruction the more telei
Woe unto us unless we are found wearing the rigisteess of Christ—unless our lives are made holy by
the gracious influence of His blessed Spirit! Thasethe wedding garments which we are to weavelf
have them not, our presence at the festival willavail us in the great testing time that is coming

14.For many are called, but few are chosen.

All who hear the gospel are called, but the calsinot come with equal power to every heart. And
with some, the power with which it comes is not thich saves; it only convinces the intellect tisat
an outward homage is paid to the Word, and therdwhedience of the soul is not rendered to thel.Lor
God grant that each of us may have on the weddingent when the King comes in to see the guests!

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—571, 519.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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