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“But now thus says the Lord that created you, O &&¢ and He that formed you, O Israel, fear not: fbhave
redeemed you, | have called you by your name; yoeildline. When you pass through the waters, | will
be with you; and through the rivers, they shall noverflow you: when you walk through the fire,
you shall not be burned; neither shall the flamenkdle upon you. For | am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior: | gave Egypirfyour ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for you. Sinceuwwere
precious in My sight, you have been honorable, drftve loved you: therefore will | give men for ypand
people for your life. But you have not called updte, O Jacob; but you have been weary of Me, O I$r@u
have not brought Me the small cattle of your buroftferings; neither have you honored Me with your
sacrifices. | have not caused you to serve withadfering, nor wearied you with incense. You haveught
Me no sweet cane with money, neither have you dilde with the fat of your sacrifices: but you have
made Me to serve with your sins, you have weariegl Wth your iniquities. I, even |, am He that
blots out your transgressions for My own sake, anil not remember your sins.”
Isaiah 43:1-4; 22-25.

Beloved friends, there are many lights in whichaae see sin. And our perception of sin very much
depends upon the light in which we look at it. Biwery terrible by the blaze of Sinai, when theumo
tain of law and terrors is altogether on a smokés & dreadful thing to look at sin when God spseiak
thunder, and all the earth trembles before Hins #n awful thing to see sin by the light of yoyrrd
day. More terrible still will it be to see it byaHight of the Judgment Day. When Abraham roseaufye
in the morning, and looked towards Sodom, it wagid light that met his gaze as he saw the guwity
ies blazing and smoking up towards heaven likesa fuanace. To see sin in that light is a solenmngh
But of all the lights that ever fall upon sin, thvalhich makes it, “like itself appear,” is that whicalls
upon it when it is set in the light of God’s coum@ce. To see sin by the light of God’s love, tadrés
awful character by the light of the cross—behold@iyist bleeding and dying—is the way to see sin.
Nothing makes us feel sin to be so vile and gultthing as when we realize that it was perpetrated
against the God of infinite love.

| am going to speak at this time mainly concerrda’s own people. They are to be the direct ob-
ject of my talk, and | want to set their sins ie fight of God’s love to them. | mean, beloved, iysuns
and my own. Let us set our sin in the light of Godternal love, and if the sight should break usrdo
so much the better. If it should send us away hethBhd ashamed, so much the better. And if it shoul
make us praise eternal love beyond anything we bage done before, so much the better! My one ob-
jective will be to set before you the contrast lesgw God’s action towards His people, and His pésple
usual action towards Him. He is all love, but Irféeat some of us who love Him from the bottom of o
hearts do not always show it in our lives—and we gnhuch cause for Him to set our conduct in direct
contrast to His own.

| pray, dear brothers and sisters that your censeis may be wide awake while | am preaching, and
that you will not so much listen to me as make tfasaarching inquisition into your own spiritual teta
and your own behavior towards your God. | do nohtwsd much to preach to you, as just to help you
while you take the candle and the broom, and s\leeouse. There may be some piece of silver that
you have lost which you will find very speedily that process. It may be that you will learn to |the
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Savior better after you have thoroughly searchadsgif, and seen the contrast between His action to
wards you, and yours towards Him.

|. The first contrast lies in THE CALL. Please operuly®ibles at the first verse, and read with
me—*| have redeemed you, | have called you by ymame.” Now read in the 22verse—“But you
have not called upon Me, O Jacob.”

We will begin by speaking of God'’s call to us. Guas had much converse with those of us who are
His people. We are not strangers to the sound ®¥biice, and that method of communication from God
came forth toward us even before we knew anythbryit, for firstGod called us out of nothinGee
how He begins this chapter—“Thus says the Lord theated you, O Jacob.” Our creation is entirely
due to God. An ungodly man can hardly bless Godh&ming made him, for his end may be terrible. But
you and | can bless the day of our birth, and prthe Lord that we were created to be His sond-asid
daughters, and to enjoy so much, as we alreadgfddis infinite love and mercy! Blessed be God for
our being, because it is followed by our well-beiBtessed be God for our first birth, because weeha
also experienced a second birth! We praise the tt@tit pleased Him to make us to be His people!

Our Lord has done more than make us, for He hasadeld us. Héas continued the fashioning of
us. We are still like the unfinished vessel in the po#t hands—the wheel is yet revolving, and God'’s
fingers are still at work upon us, molding and shgps as He, Himself, would have us to be. “Thus
says the Lord that created you, O Jacob, and Hédimaed you, O Israel.” Israel is the “formed” dac
By God’s grace, Jacob grows into Israel. Let usktor a minute of all the sweet experiences of '&od
forming and fashioning touch that we have had. Sones it has been a rough stroke that was necessary
for the molding of our clay. Only by affliction clsbwe be made to assume the shape and pattern that
the Lord had determined for us. At other timesas been the touch of very soft fingers. Divine |ove
and kindness, and tenderness have molded us. Ad Baid to the Lord, in his Psalm of thanksgiving,
so can each true child of God say, “Your gentlerfess made me great.” “The Lord has done great
things for us, whereof we are glad.” He has haddeoiul dealings with us in creating us, and in form
ing us!

Think what wonderful dealings He has had, nextansoling usfor the Lord goes on to say, “Fear
not.” Oh, how often He has cheered us up when jpiat svas sinking! With the psalmist, we have been
able to say, “My flesh and my heart fails, but Gedhe strength of my heart, and my portion foréver
When it has been very dark with us, the Lord hgistéid our candle. When we have been quite alone,
then we have not been alone, for He has been withAuSyrian ready to perish,” was a true desooipti
of Israel going down into Egypt, but the Lord diok teave him to perish—and He has not left us t® pe
ish, and He never willl Friends have sometimesethtio cheer us, but our Best of friends has always
comforted us. There are many who call themselvesfaders, to whom we can truly say, “Miserable
comforters are you all.” But what a Comforter is thod of all comfort! He knows how to comfort those
that are cast down. He takes care that His coméoggiven to us just as we need them, and thgt the
always come to us in the best possible way. O leelpthe Lord has had strange dealings with some of
you which you could never tell' You could not evetount them to yourself in quiet soliloquy. You
have lost, one after another, those who were degow, and yet you have not been permitted to sink
down into despair. You have been brought into gstatts, yet you have not been deserted by your
God. You have been cast down, but not destroyed. have gone through fire and through water, yet
you have been brought out into a wealthy place,yemat soul has had to extol the Lord who has dealt
with you in lovingkindness and tender mercy!

So, you see, we have had from God the blessingseafion, formation, and consolation.

But that is not all, for the Lord has also callesj and conversed with us in the mattereafemption.
How sweetly it runs, “For | have redeemed you.” Yidessed be God, whether we are poor, or sick, or
obscure, we who believe in Jesus are bought wighprecious blood! | would give up my eyes rather
than give up that thought, “I am bought with thegous blood.” | would give my hands, arms, and-eve
ry sense | have, sooner than give up that inwaligrd&ul confidence, “He loved me, and gave Himself
for me. Upon the cross of Calvary, when He wasrmagiown His life-price, He gave Himself a ransom
for me, and | am a sharer in the effectual purcludddis redeeming blood.” Beloved, has not the Lord
also told you that sometimes, in His Word, and Iy $pirit? Has he not made it come home so blessed-
ly to you that you have cried out with joy, “It irue, it is verily true, the Lord says to me, ‘IVeare-
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deemed you™? This is a choice way in which God Bpsken to you, cheering and comforting your
heart by a sense of His redeeming love.

The Lord has done even more than that for eaddi®fchildren. He has given a specrmina-
tion—"“I have called you by your name.” You know what ymame was, once, but blessed be God, He
has given you a new name, and He has called yblimtself by name as much as Mary of Bethany was
called, when her sister Martha said to her, “Thestdiais come, and calls for you,” or when Mary Mag-
dalene turned herself and said, “Rabboni,” becdwgsebeloved Master had called her by her name,
“Mary.” The Lord delights to call His people by theame, just as mothers and fathers do, but eslpeci
ly as mothers do when they repeat the child’s petewhich they have given it—some fondling name
which is the mother's own particular register andrknupon the child. “I have called you by your
name.” Then comes this blessed appropriation, “si@Mine.” Dear child of God, your Heavenly Fa-
ther says to you, “You are Mine. You do not beldaghe world, now, much less to the devil. You do
not even belong to yourself. | have made you. lehimrmed you. | have consoled you. | have upheld
you. | have redeemed you. | have called you by ymame, you are Mine and | will never part with
you.”

This is the way that God talks to us! You recognikat divine language, do you not? You have
heard it many a time. You are, perhaps, hearingw. Then turn with me to the other side of thesgue
tion—the neglected call on our part. Listen agaithis sad sentence from the"®@erse. “But you have
not called upon Me, O Jacob.” That may not meahttiere has been literally no calling upon God on
your side, but it does mean that there has beehttieoof it. Come, brothers and sisters, let ws {his
matter to the test. What aboutr prayers?l have no wish to judge anybody, but | know there are
some who, | trust, do love the Lord, who have #telof the spirit of prayer that broadly speakittys
accusation is true, “You have not called upon Mela@ob.” Are there not some of you who spend only
a very little time in secret prayer with God? Jasew hurried words in the morning, just a few mate
night, when you are tired out, and half asleep, fowt, if any prayers all day long? Now, | consider
brief, pious prayer to be the very best form ofypral do not think that length in prayer often maters
to strength in prayer, but those breathings ofsthd's desire during the day—

“The upward glancing of an eye,

When none but God is near.”
That sigh, that “Ah!” “Oh!” “Would that!” “O God!"—that is the style of supplication which reaches the
throne of God! Yet are there not some of you whgdbto present these brief prayers? Thus there is
much less prayer than there ought to be, and tihe has to say, “You have not called upon Me, O Ja-
cob.” Some who do, I trust, love the Lord, are viry about prayer with their brothers and sisteérs.
think that next to united praise, united prayehie most delightful thing that can ever occupyhbenan
mind. | believe that our Monday evening gatheringisgd our other prayer-meetings are among the
sweetest enjoyments that Christians can have itteso$ heaven! Yet there are some who never come to
them at all—and to them the Lord seems to addrestahguage of the text, “You have not called upon
Me, O Jacob.”

True as this is of our prayers, | am sure thet gtill truer ofour praise.How little praise, my broth-
ers and sisters, does the Lord get from us! Oualfps and hymns and spiritual songs,” we sing here,
but how little of singing is there usually in ouwvie houses! | will not blame you if you cannot sy
cally, but how little is there of that heart-musitich is the very heart of music, that praisinghniite
soul without any words, when we sit still and bldss Lord, and all that is within us magnifies Higly
name! Is there not too little of this heart-musid® revenue of praise paid into the divine exchege
so sadly little that | am sure that the Masteoisbed. We do not send in a fair estimate of ounnme of
mercy, and we do not pay unto the Lord that porbbmpraise that is due to Him, and therefore He is
obliged to say to us, “You have not called upon MeJacob.”

I will tell you what | think this sentence furthereans, and that is that there are many with whom
God has dealt well, who do not venture to call uptim for special help in His servic&hey keep
plodding along the old roads, and mostly in the roi$, but they do not dare to invoke the aid & th
Lord for some novel form of service, some freshegmise upon which they can strike out for God! It
has been my lot, in years past, to call upon Gdtetp me in what men judged to be rash and impruden
enterprises, but oh, how grandly the Lord alwaysaaams to the holy courage of His people if theyt wil
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but do and dare for Him! Yet, too often, He hasag, “You have not called upon Me, O Jacob.” | wish
we would put God to the test, and see what Hetis &ble and willing to do for us, and by us. Thare
the promises, but they are often like locked-updsox hey lie like that mass of coin which the Garma
Emperor is said to be storing up in a fortress—kegfi all idle and useless—to come in handy, I-sup
pose, one day, for blood and iron. But, meanwtfiiles doing no service to anybody. Let us not keep
God’s mercies locked up after that fashion, butitettilize them wherever we can!
| am also afraid that sometimeas,our trouble,we do not call upon God as we should. | may be ad-
dressing a Christian here who is in deep troulsid,v@ho has, in vain, tried 50 ways of getting oluit,0
but he has not yet tried what calling upon God wald! They have in Jersey, as you may know, the
habit, when they think they are being wronged,aifirng, “Ha! Ro! Ha! Ro! Ha! Ro!” and straightway,
having called upon the prince, according to theléwustom, to come to their defense, all actiorstmu
be stopped, for the prince is supposed to intertemake up the quarrel of his subjects. And d@lisays
a wise thing, when you are getting into the deefergaof trouble, not to battle, worry, and fretf pust
to say, “O God, my God, | do invoke You! | put tltgse into Your hands! This man has slandered me,
but I will never answer him. You shall answer foe,n® God! | am being wronged, but | shall not go to
the law. | will bear this burden, O God, until Youho are the Judge of the oppressed, shall seée fit
right me!” Whenever Christian men can act like timgime of trouble, or in time of service, thereyh
do well. But the Lord still has to say to many akkeople, “| have been speaking to you in lovel an
mercy, and tenderness, but you have not called MmhIf this accusation touches the heart of aay b
liever, here, let him pray for forgiveness, andibdgm this time on, to call upon the name of Lioed.
Il. Now, secondly, and more briefly, let us considesthar contrast which is equally striking—upon
the matter of THE CONVERSATION between the Lord &hsl people.
Notice, first, God’s side of,igs it is given in the second verse—“When you passigh the waters,
| will be with you; and through the rivers, theyaimot overflow you: when you walk through theefir
you shall not be burned; neither shall the flammel@ upon you, for | am the Lord your God, the Holy
One of Israel, your Savior.” Now read the otheresith the 22 verse—“But you have been weary of
Me, O Israel.” Notice how God is with His peoptestrange placesWherever they are, He will not
leave them. He will go right through the watershwtiem. God also keeps close to His peapldan-
gerous placesfatal places as they seem—“When you walk throughfite, you shall not be burned;
neither shall the flame kindle upon you.” Therésigd keeping pace with His people through fire, and
through water, never leaving them, but always n@kins cheering message to be the comfort of each
one of them, “I am with you! | am with you! I amtwiyou!” Our faithful God always keeps close to His
people. Is it not perfectly wonderful how close Bhihas kept to His Church? Even when she had
sinned, He would not leave her. When she had faled was ready to perish, He would not desert
her—
“Yes,” says the Lord, ‘with her I'll go
Through all the depths of sin and woe!
And on the cross will even dare
The bitter pangs of death to share.”
He cannot be separated from His people—to everyobribem He has given the personal promise, “I
will never leave you, nor forsake you.”
Now listen to your side of this matter of conveimawith God—"But you have been weary of Me,
O Israel.” Has it not been so with regardotovate prayer?A very little of that is quite enough for you,
for you soon get tired of it! You actually wentdleep the other night in the middle of your pray&vas
it not so? Well, | am not going to blame you tooamubut it is truly sad if this is the case withuyo
Is it not the same, often, with yotgading of the Scriptures®@hen you have taken your Bible to
read a portion, have you not had to school youtsdtio it? It has been quite a task for you. Did go-
er hear how Hone, the authorTieEvery Day Bookwho had been an infidel, was brought to the Sav-
ior's feet? He was in Wales, one day. He never teadible, or thought of God, but he saw a git}, s
ting at a cottage door, reading her Bible. He sdith, the Bible?” “Yes, sir,” she answered, “ittise
Bible.” He said, “I suppose you are getting yowskia “Task?” she inquired. “Task?” “Yes, my dear, |
suppose your mother has set you so much to rektbther set me so much to read?” “Yes,” he replied,
“l suppose you would not read the Bible, otherwisés a task, is it not?” “Task?” she said, “Olo! rh
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only wish | could read it all day long. It is myyj@and my delight, when my work is done, to getw fe

minutes to read this precious Book.” That simptiteony was the means of converting the infide an
of bringing him to trust the Savior for himselfaim afraid that there are many who could not haig sa
what that girl did, for they have been weary of Gdford, and weary of God, Himself!

When they have come up to God’s house, they haee tveary ohearing the WordLook at many,
many, many professors. | trust that they are Goliklren—but, oh, they like very short sermons—and
if they do attend to what the preacher says, hadbe very careful to put in plenty of illustratgy and
striking sayingsThenthey will listen, but if he does not preach sa@gplease them, they say, “Well,
you know, it was very warm, and | could not helptjdropping off into a doze.” Yes, | know. | know.
“He that keeps Israel shall neither slumber noelebut poor Israel himself often sleeps, to higo
serious loss! And the Lord has to say to him, “Yave been weary of Me, O Israel.”

Are there not some, also, whom God loves, whoaggetry of their work?They used to be Sunday
school teachers, but, you see, they now live otitencountry, and they need the Sabbath day’'s,goet
they cannot teach any longer. They used to pregitteaorner of the street, or in a room somewlare,
do anything that they could for Christ, but theg getting old, they say, and so they must just il
less. They used to give generously to the cau§odf but their means are reduced, and they argeabli
to draw in—so they draw in first in the matter ofigg to God! They begin to pinch God’s cause befor
they pinch themselves! So the Lord has again tp“¥@u have been weary of Me, O Israel.” Possibly,
there are some things in which each one of us dibifto take that delight in God which we ought to
have taken. We have not been half as delighted @aith as He has been with us. And we have not been
so willing to converse with Him as He has beeniagllto go with us through the floods and through th
flames.

lIl. Now, next, and very briefly, indeed, | want youniatice the contrast in THE SACRIFICE. Turn
to the third verse—*| gave Egypt for your ransonthigpia and Seba for you.” Now read in the923
verse—*“You have not brought Me the small cattlgair burnt offerings; neither have you honored Me
with your sacrifices. You have bought Me no sweetecwith money, neither have you filled Me with
the fat of your sacrifices: but you have made Msdrve with your sins, you have wearied Me withryou
iniquities.”

Here is God giving up everybody else for the sakelis people! Egypt, Ethiopia, and Seba were
great nations, butod did not choose the greatelst.it not an extraordinary thing that the Lord sliou
ever have loved some of us? We are nothing inquéati, and there are mighty men, learned men, men
of rank and station, yet He has passed them byt finimy wise men after the flesh, not many mighty,
not many noble are called: but God has choseratbiesh things of the world to confound the wise;dGo
has chosen the weak things of the world to confabedhings which are mighty; and base things ef th
world, and things which are despised, has God ¢hagss, and things which are not, to bring to najhi
things that are: that no flesh should glory in ldresence.” That is a very wonderful declaration on
God’s part—"I gave Egypt for your ransom, Ethiopiad Seba for you.” That is to say, “| passed others
by, and chose you.”

We may see another meaning in these wordsGomt has given us His choicest githrist is infi-
nitely more precious than Egypt, Ethiopia, and S¢baugh they were lands of great abundance of
wealth. God had but one Son, yet He gave Him upHleamight die for us, and that through His death
we might live! There can be no gift equal to th@, that Son of God was God’s own self—and in the
death of Christ, it was God Himself who came tdleéor our redemption! Will you just try, dear athil
of God, to think over that great fact, for you knthat it is true!

Now look at the other side. Will any of you to whdhis applies, remember the charge God here
makes? “You have not brought Me the small cattlgafr burnt offerings.” | wonder how little some
people really give to God! | believe, in some cases as much as it costs them for the blackintheir
boots. If you were to set it all down, there arene@rofessors whose sacrifice to God might be put—I
was about to say, in their eyes—»but certainly twewld not feel it if it were put in their mouthsrfit is
so little. “I gave Egypt for your ransom, Ethiomad Seba for you; yet you have not brought Me the
small cattle of your burnt offerings.”

Then the Lord adds, “You have bought Me no swaatavith money.” Not even the smallest offer-
ing has been given to the Most High by some whdessoto have been redeemed by the precious blood
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of Christ! How little is given by the most generoafsus! How little even by those who live nearest t
God! As if His Words ought to touch our consciendbs Lord says, “I have not caused you to serve
with an offering, nor wearied you with incense”—asich as to say, “I have left it entirely up to you
what you would bring. | have not demandadything; | have not fixed any rate, | have not taxed you.
And this voluntary principle—has it failed? | hamet put you under the law, and said that you shall
give just so much—I have left it wholly to your BV | read somewhere that in the Roman Catholic
times, men were very generous because they thdhghthey could purchase salvation by their alms
and their gifts to the church. And it is said ttie# doctrine of free grace makes people stingyd hdt
believe that it is so—I believe that the naturd¢etf of grace upon any true heart is to make the feeal
that if God has done so much for him, it is his, jagd his delight to do all that lies in his povi@r God
and His cause! At any rate, dear friends, let usure to make it so in our case. | am not goingress
this matter upon you, but | want you to take it leoto yourselves, as | take it home to myself. Ladt n
the Lord have to say to any one of us, “I gave Edgpyour ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for you...but
you have bought Me no sweet cane with money.”

IV. I close with one more contrast, which refers to THENOR givenby God and the honor given
to God.

Read with me in verse four—"Since you were presimuMy sight, you have been honorable, and |
have loved you.” Then here is the contrast, in2B verse—“neither have you honored Me with your
sacrifices.” The words seem to answer to each athiéére declaration of God’s love to His peopled an
in His lamentation for the lack of their love torkli “Since you were precious in My sight, you have
been honorable.” This is a very wonderful passagd,it is blessedly true th&od gives great honor to
those whom He savdshave known persons who before their conversiarewnclean in their lives—
men who had been everything that was despicabteyvamen who had lost all honor—and when they
have been converted, they have joined a Christtaured, and in the society of God’s people they have
become honorable! They have been taken into th@afehip of the saints just as if there had nevemnbe
a fault in their lives! Nobody has mentioned thetp® them—it has been forgotten! If ever any pro-
fessed Christian has spoken of it, it has beesgrate to him to do so, but in the Church of Gogen-
eral, we take in those who have been the vileshefvile. And if they have but new hearts and right
spirits, they are our brothers and sisters in €hausd they are honorable among us, and the Losltsa
each one of them, “Since you were precious in Mitsiyou have been honorable.” All God’s people
are honorable people, they are the true “right hainles,” for God has made them so! They are honora-
ble as to their new nature, for that is holy, dmeltseek after holiness. They are honorable asoth® of
God, for they are of the blood royal of heaven.yraee honorable as wedded to Christ, for He becomes
their Husband. They are honorable because of ithteritance, for they can sing—

“This world is ours, and worlds to come!

Earth is our lodge and heaven our home.”
They are honorable as to their station throughternay, for they shall dwell forever at the righand
of God. Even those who were once so dishonorallievie could not have associated with them then,
are brought near by the blood of Christ, and Golas@ahem honorable!

| think that if you and |, poor creatures that are, are made honorable by God, the very leag thin
we can do is to honor Him in return. This is thghgist honor that God can put upon us, that He fixes
His love upon us—"You have been honorable, andveHaved you.” Drink in that nectar if you can! |
cannot preach about it. | always feel as if wheetl to that theme, | must just sit down and thimkro
this great wonder, that God loves me! “I have loyed—I, the great, the infinite Jehovah, have loved
you!” Well, then, the very least thing we can daashonor with our whole heart and soul Him who has
so greatly honored us!

Now, beloved, have you honored God? He says inestly “Neither have you honored Me with your
sacrifices.” Have you honored God by your livesarderothers and sisters? Have you honored God by
your confidence in Him? Have you honored God byrymatience? Have you honored God by defend-
ing His truth when it has been assailed? Have ymoted God by speaking to poor sinners about Him?
Are you trying every day to honor Him? Surely ithe very least thing we can do who have been—

“Chosen of Him before time began,”
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and then redeemed with the heart’'s blood of the &ahe Highest. It is the least we can do to make
every faculty we possess subordinate to this endoabring and glorifying God! It is for this He has
created us, for this He has called us, for thihberedeemed us, for this He has sanctified usietdre

let us set about it at once, and think and plahiwibur hearts what we can do for the glory andonarf
Him who has redeemed us unto Himself!l The Lord $libés message to all here present, for Jesus
sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
ISAIAH 43:1-7; 21-28; 44:1-5.

Isaiah 43:1.But now thus says the Lord that created you, O Baand He that formed you, O Isra-
el, fear not: for | have redeemed you, | have chlleu by your name; you are Mine.

“Fear not” is a command of God, and is a command which britsgewn power of performance
with it. God, who created and formed us, says {Gkear not,” and a secret whisper is heard inhibart
by which that heart is so comforted that fear igedr away. “Fear not: for | have redeemed you.”tTika
a good reason why we should never fear again! Rptiemis a well of consolation, and the redeemed
of the Lord have nothing whatever to fear.

2. When you pass through the waters, | will be with.yo

The godly have the best company in the worst placesich their lot is cast.

2. And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you

The godly have special help in their times of degpreuble.

2. When you walk through the fire, you shall not bebd.

The godly are the subjects of miracles of mercggasons of greatest distress.

2. Neither shall the flame kindle upon you.

You shall come out of the furnace as the three kblidren did, with not so much as the smell of
fire upon you, for, where God is, all is safe. “Yshall not be burned; neither shall the flame lenajb-
on you.”

3. For | am the Lord your God.

This is the grandest possible reason for not fgaitall back upon this when you have nothing else
upon which to rely. If you have no goods, you hav@od. If your gourd is withered, your God is still
the same as He ever was—"For | am Jehovah, your'God

3, 4.The Holy One of Israel, your Savior: | gave Egyptyfour ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for you.
Since you were precious in My sight, you have tesrorable, and | have loved you: therefore will |
give men for you, and people for your life.

All that God has given, if it were not enough, Heuld still add to it. He has redeemed us, so there
is no need of more, but if there were, God wouldrgough with it even to the end.

5. Fear not: for | am with you.

This is the second time that the blessed wordsy ‘fiet,” ring out like the notes of the silver trpet
proclaiming the jubilee to poor trembling heartBear not, for | am with you.” The Lord seems to say
to each troubled believer, “My honor is pledgedéaure your safety; all My attributes are engaged o
your behalf right to the end. Yes, | am, Myselfftwyou. Therefore, fear not.”

5-7.1 will bring your seed from the east, and gatheu ymm the west. | will say to the north, Give
up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring My sfvam far, and My daughters from the ends of the
earth; even every one that is called by My name.

Whatever happens, God will be with His Church. blien chosen people shall all be gathered in.
There shall be no frustration of the divine purpdS®m east or west, north or south, all His sams a
daughters shall come unto Him, even every oneishalled by His name.

7. For | have created him for My glory, | have forntedh; yes, | have made him.

And God will be glorified in His people; the objeafttheir creation is the glory of their God andith
end shall somehow or other be answered in the Eagdbd time. Now | want you to notice the other
side of the question. God says, in th& 2érse—

21.This people have | formed for Myself; they shadivgtiorth My praise. But.

—A sorrowful, “but.” And the strain sinks from aumphant shout to a doleful lamentation. “But"—
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22.You have not called upon Me, O Jacob; but you teesn weary of Me, O Israel.

How sad it is that those who have been loved schmshould make such a shameful return for it all!

23.You have not brought Me the small cattle of younbafferings.

No kids of the goats, or lambs from the fold.

23. Neither have you honored Me with your sacrificelsaVe not caused you to serve with an offer-
ing, nor wearied you with incense.

“I have not been a cruel taskmaster, or tyrant,atetimg of you more than you could give.”

24.You have bought Me no sweet cane with money.

“No calamus has sent forth its perfume from Mylta

24. Neither have you filled Me with the fat of your s@es: but you have made Me to serve with
your sins, you have wearied Me with your iniquities

These are the people whom God had loved so longangell, those upon whom He had set His
unchanging affection! Yet they acted shamefully. atvvill follow upon such conduct as this? Their
swift destruction? No! Listen to the Lord’s gracsomessage.

25.1, even |, am He that blots out your transgressifamdMy own sake, and will not remember your
sins.

Here is a great wave of mercy washing away evargtthat could bear witness against the people of
God!

26-28.Put Me in remembrance: let us plead together: declsou, that you may be justified. Your
first father has sinned, and your teachers havaedgressed against Me. Therefore | have profaned the
princes of the sanctuary, and have given Jacobécatirse, and Israel to reproaches.

Isaiah 44:1-5.Yet now hear, O Jacob My servant; and Israel, whdrave chosen: thus says the
Lord that made you, and formed you from the wonfttichwwill help you; fear not, O Jacob, My serv-
ant; and you, Jeshurun, whom | have chosen. Faitl lpour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods
upon the dry ground: | will pour My spirit upon yoseed, and My blessing upon your offspring: and
they shall spring up as among the grass as willoywghe water courses. One shall say, | am the Isord’
and another shall call himself by the name of Jadald another shall subscribe with his hand unt® th
Lord, and surname himself by the name of Israel.

There are different ways of making the same pradassf attachment to the Lord. All do not
acknowledge in the same way their faith in God, luis a great blessing when our offspring
acknowledge it. Let us end our reading with thaéetblessing upon our children—“1 will pour My
spirit upon your seed, and My blessing upon yotspsing. May it come to pass in all our familiesy f
our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake! Amen.
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