Sermon #2377 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

LOVE STRONGER THAN DEATH
NO. 2377

A SERMON
INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S DAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1894.
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON THURSDAY EVENING, JULY 5, 1888.

“When Jesus knew that His hour was come that He slibdepart out of this world
unto the Father, having loved His own which were ihe world, He loved them unto the end.”
John 13:1.

THIS is a kind of preface to the story of the fexdshing, and a very wonderful preface it is, when
coupled with the third and fourth verses, upon WwHicommented. “Jesus knowing that the Father had
given all things into His hands, and that He wanedrom God, and went to God, He rose from supper,
and laid aside His garments; and took a towel,grded Himself.” This is the frame of the picturat
is here presented to us. To what shall | comp@&ré i like unto a gate of the golden city; eaelegs
one distinct pearl, and surely this verse is a jefénestimable price. The foot-washing pictureset
within this precious frame.

This memorable and symbolical act took place atetid of our Lord’s sojourn here below. The Pas-
sion was the end of His life, and we may consitlat the Passion was about to begin. That same night
He would go to Gethsemane, and in less than twientiyhours, the dear hands that washed the disci-
ples’ feet would be nailed to the accursed wood, lda who spoke so tenderly to His little band df fo
lowers would be in His death agonies.

It is an important thing to know how a man feelsew he comes to the real crisis of his life. He has
cultivated a great variety of feelings during h&seer; but what has been his ruling passion? Ydiu wi
see it now. It has passed into a proverb that, ‘fTitieg passion is strong in death,” and therereag
truth in the saying. In the light of the man’s depee, we shall see what power really ruled hinwdis
precisely so with our Divine Master. He had almresiched the end of His earthly life; He had come to
a season of awful agony; He was about to endurgriébeet and terrible death of the cross, by which He
was to purchase eternal redemption for all His fedfwhat will be uppermost in His mind now? What
will He think of His disciples now that He has samy other things to think of, now that the thought
His approaching death comes over Him, now thatatlpeny and bloody sweat of Gethsemane are so
near? What will Jesus think of His disciples athsactime as this, and under such circumstances as
these? Our text is the answer to that question:éW\desus knew that His hour was come that He should
depart out of this world unto the Father, havingeld His own which were in the world, He loved them
unto the end.” His love was burning as brightlyret Paschal Supper as ever it burned before. Yies, a
it seemed as if, in that wondrous prayer that comded in the seventeenth chapter of John, andein t
wonderful discourse which accompanied it, the loi/desus had never before flamed out so clearly be-
fore! Then were the great beacon fires lit, andfignee winds that blew around the Savior fanneirth
to their full force of flame. Now can you say okuds, “Behold how He loved His disciples!” for evan
the end of His life He still loved those whom Helhaved before.

With that thought in your minds, will you follow enwhile | take the text to pieces, and dwell upon
almost every word of it?

|. First, then, concerning our blessed Master, letamsider WITH WHOM HE ASSOCIATED, and
of whom this verse now speaks. They are calleds ‘4vn.” It is a brief description, but it is wonflds
ly full: “Having loved His own which were in the wd, He loved them unto the end.”

“His own.” There was a circle—sometimes a widelei—round the Savior, made up of publicans
and sinners, and He had a measure of love to dHesh, a benevolent desire to bless them; but there
was an inner circle, containing the twelve apostied some godly women, who had joined themselves
unto Him. These were “His own.” To them He oftepexnded the hidden meaning of a parable which
He left unexplained to the crowd. To them He ofteought many a dainty dish which was especially
reserved for their table, and not intended forrthdtitude. Bread and fish would do for the crowdf b
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Jesus had choicer fare for “His own.” They werepacsal people; many knew them, many despised
them, but Jesus loved them, and this was the rhaig tvhich made them “His own.”

You know how they came to be “His owrHe chose them before the earth wasnan may surely
choose his own wife, and Christ chose His own spode chose His own Church; and while the Scrip-
ture stands, that doctrine can never be eradidedetit. Before the day-star knew its place, omels
ran their rounds, Christ had made His choice; aading made it, He stood to it. He chose them fisr H
love; and He loved them for His choice.

Having loved them, and chosen thdrg espoused them unto Himsélfhey shall be Mine,” He
said; “I will be married to them, | will be bone tifeir bone, and flesh of their flesh.” Consequgnti
the fullness of time, He came here, made one witrhamanity, that He might be seen to be a true Hus
band to “His own"—*His own” by choice, “His own” bgspousal.

They were “His own” alsofor His Father gave them to HinThe Father committed them into His
hands. “Yours they were,” said Jesus, “and You gheen to Me.” The Father loved the Son, and com-
mitted all things into His hand; but He made a sgdemommittal of His own chosen people. He gave
them to Him, and entered with Him into surety eregagnts on their behalf, that as they were His sheep
committed to His charge, He would deliver them anpd not one of them should be torn by the wolf, or
die by the frost or the heat, but that all shouddgagain under the rod of Him that counts thenat Th
great Shepherd of the sheep will take care of thelevflock that was entrusted to His care; He wt
lose one of His sheep or lambs. At the last, Jedglisay, “Here am |, Father, and the children tiau
have given Me; of all that You gave Me, | have loshe.” Thus, they are “His own” by His own choice,
“His own” by espousal, and “His own” by His Fatleegift.

But those whom He called “His own” were soon ta-heby a wondrous purchasele looked upon
their redemption as being already accomplishednfétis prayer He said to His Father, “I have fired
the work which You gave Me to do.” Beloved frientlaye you ever thought how dearly we are Christ’s
by His redemption of us? “You are not your own; ye bought with a price.” Have you ever realized
the price that was paid for you? | sometimes thinét, if | could have been there, | would have s&il
You great and glorious Lord, | beseech You notag guch a price for me; it is too great a sacrific
You should be made sin for me, that | might be maderighteousness of God in You!” But He would
do it. He loved us better than He loved Himself.wimild do it; and He has paid the purchase price fo
us, and we are His; and we will not run back fréma glad confession. Well may He call us “His own”
when it cost Him so much to redeem us.

But we have become “His owisy His conquest of usle had called His disciples by His grace; He
had drawn each one of them by cords of love, aad fiad run after Him: and it is just so with youdan
me. You remember when He drew you; do you not? yoanever forget when, at last, you yielded to
the power of those bands of love, those cordsméa? Often since then have you sung—

“Oh, happy day, that fixed my choice
On You, my Savior, and my God;

Well may this glowing heart rejoice,
And tell its raptures all abroad!

'Tis done! The great transaction’s done;
| am my Lord’s, and He is mine:

He drew me, and | followed on,
Charmed to confess the voice divine.”

Beloved, you are “His own” now becaugeu have yielded yourselves to Hixfou delight to think
that you are His. There is no greater joy to yantto feel that you belong to Christ. The fact Yt
are truly Christ’s is the fountain of innumerablegsures and blessings to your heart. Jesus cdli8isi
own"—His own sheep, His own disciples, His owntiids, His own brethren, the members of His body.
What a title for us to wear, “His own”! | have hdasf some who have felt it an honor to be call&the
Devil's Own.” | trust that you have escaped frontlsa title as that; and now you are Christ’'s own.
How many regiments have felt pleasure in beingedathe King’s Own, the Queen’s Own, the Prince’s
Own! Oh, but we are HIS OWN! He owns us; He cafis'dis own.” Thus He distinguishes us from the
rest of mankind, and sets us apart unto Himselfy fMme shall be named on them,” He says. We are
“His own.” Surely, this is the highest honor thaincbe put upon us even in the last great day. “They
shall be Mine, says the Lord of hosts, in that d&gn | make up My jewels.”

Now | trust we can say that we desire to servasChr our vocation. | feel happy to be among the
favored few whose vocation it is to serve Christse who are permitted to spend all their time, @ahd
their strength, in that dear service. We are “His; g but so are you “His own” if you believe in Him
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you also are Christ’'s own, up in an attic; Chrigtvgn, at the washtub; Christ’'s own, in the fieldshee
plow; Christ’'s own, making the hay. | am not wandgifrom my subject when | say this, for Christ has
“His own” among all these classes. “His own” weighérmen, “His own” cast the net into the Sea of
Galilee, “His own” drew it to shore, “His own” wetbke poor of this world. His own, His very own, His
choicest and His best friends and followers, wast guch. They were unlearned and ignorant men, yet
they were “His own.” So the apostle says, “God ¢fassen the foolish things of the world to confuse t
wise; and God has chosen the weak things of thédworconfound the things which are mighty; and
base things of the world, and things which are gdes) has God chosen, yes, and things which are not
to bring to nothing things that are: that no fleslould glory in His presence.” Oh, the wondrousesov
eignty of divine love! | trust that there are sohege tonight whom Christ calls “His own” althougtey

do not yet know that it is so. Bought with His bdband they are not aware of it? Chosen before the
foundation of the world, and yet they have not oN&red it? May the Lord reveal to you His everlagti
love, and help you to make your calling and electare from this time forth!

| have said as much as time will permit me to abgut our Lord’s dear associates, the disciples,
whom He calls “His own.”

Il. Now, in the second place, you have a full desaiptfhow Jesus had felt towards them to
that moment: “Having loved His own.”

How much can be done with one stroke of a perdMehsometimes marveled to see how much a
great artist can do by a single touch; His work $emmed unfinished, but he has come with a brush, a
just thrown in a few strokes, and the canvas tlest lead has seemed to live before you. Now, Jadn is
great master of the art of word-painting, and hegjiyou the whole history of Christ’s dealings wtis
disciples in these few words, “Having loved His own

For, rememberthat is how He began with theffhey were poor and inconsiderable, but He loved
them, and He showed His love to them by callingritie be His disciples. That love worked upon their
hearts, and made them obedient to His call. Herbbgdoving them. David says, “You have loved my
soul out of the pit.” | do not know a more beadtdiescription of conversion and salvation. The lofe
God loves us up out of the pit, and loves us tasthfhus Christ loved His people from the begignin
and proved His love by drawing them to Himself, #mel cords He used to draw them were the bands of
His love.

Having begun by loving thene went on teaching thenbut all His teaching was love, for they
were such dull scholars, quick to forget, yet stowemember, that He had to keep on loving them, or
He would have been tired of trying to train theidaVe | been so long time with you, and yet have you
not known Me, Philip?” There is a mass of love hattquestion. So was it when He was dealing with
Thomas; in His tenderness He submitted without tiuego the doubting disciple’s test. He said to
Him, “Reach here your finger, and behold My harats] reach here your hand, and thrust it into My
side: and be not faithless, but believing.” All Hesaching was uttered with lips of love, and al$ k-
struction consisted of lessons of love.

The Lord kept on loving His disciples, althoutteir natures were wonderfully imperfeetl of
them. There was not one among them who had whatvonél call an all-round nature, unless it was
John, and even he was hasty in temper, and wouwiel telled down fire from heaven upon certain Sa-
maritans. Yet the Master kept on loving them. Hd haade up His mind to love them, and He never
ceased to love them as long as He was with thethHaenhas gone on loving them ever since. At the
time when He was about to depart out of the woritbuhe Father, they still needed to have their fee
washed, and He loved them enough to render everatly service for them. All the infirmities, the
imperfections, the carnality, the dullness, and sleevness of their nature, which He saw much more
clearly than they saw it, did not make Him ceastte them: “Having loved His own which were in
the world, He loved them unto the end.”

Strangest of all, when He opened His eyes, arkklbanto the future, and saw ththey would soon
be cowardly and faithlesgje loved them all the same. He said, “All you sbal offended because of
Me this night,” and so it came to pass, for “thdyf@sook Him, and fled.” He told Peter that he wla
deny Him three times, and so it was, yet it was tll the while, “Having loved His own which were i
the world, He loved them unto the end.” That sunadliup. There was never a touch of hate, there wa
never any anger, there was never any weariness, \Was never any lukewarmness in Jesus towards His
disciples; but it was always just this, “Having éavHis own which were in the world, He loved them
unto the end.” That is the love of Christ to Hi®sén, and that is the love of Christ to me. | dbthmk
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that those gentlemen who have written a “Life ofi€th could write this part of it. This is a porhicof
the life of Christ that needs not so much to betemias to be known in the heart, and in the soul.

How have you found Christ, my brother? If you h&wewn Him, what has been His conduct to-
wards you? You answer, “Love.” As for me, | nevaeWw, | never heard of such a lover as He is; | neve
dreamed that He could be such as He has been t@mdiow | must have vexed and grieved His gra-
cious heart, and caused Him pain; but, never, neaser once have | had anything from Him but love!
“Having loved His own.” That expression sums up Wiele of Christ’'s conduct towards His chosen
people. It is like a miniature painting; it has gvéeature of His character. There it is, all oMbu may
apply a microscope, and look as long as you like ybu will find that it is all there. “Having loweHis
own.”

So then, you have seen your Lord associated wishdi$ciples up to this point, and you have
learned that He has manifested nothing else towtaeis but love.

lll. But now, thirdly, WHAT A CHANGE WAS COMING OVER HIM“Jesus knew that His hour
was come that He should depart out of this worli tine Father.”

Dear friends, it was a wonderful change that waming over Him, for, in the first place, thoughsit
so tenderly described here, yé¢ knew that He had to di®ou do not wish me, | am sure, to tell you of
all the surroundings of the cross, of all the bitess and woe that culminated in that cup of muhgle
wormwood and gall. Your heart can never fail to eember the wounds He endured when suffering for
you. Well, now, if you and | had to bear all thdir{St had to suffer, it would engross our thougits,
should not be able to think of anything else bat;tbut it did not engross our Lord’s thoughts. dtié
thought of “His own.” He loved “His own” unto the@. He went on with that same calm, solid, resolute
love which He had shown towards them before. HeHs®tface like a flint to go up to Jerusalem, but
there was no flint in His heart, it had all gon®iklis face. He had undertaken the work of His peep
redemption, and He must go through with it. De&hblf could not change His love. You know the love
of which Solomon sings at the end of the Canticldsgany waters cannot quench love, neither can the
floods drown it;” and he says, “Love is strong &satth.” Truly, in our Lord’s case, love was stronger
than that death of deaths which He deigned toldie e might make us live. Now is His great “hour”
of trial; but He is true to “His own” even in thisead hour. He is about to die, but He still loVids
own.”

Dear brethren, that is not all. Jesus was abodépart out of this worldp go away from His disci-
ples After a while, He would see them no more with biaglily eyes; neither would they hear His voice
leading them and teaching them. It may be true‘thlbsence makes the heart grow fonder,” but, alas,
we have met with many instances in which mortal im&ve quite forgotten those whom they professed
to love when once the sea has rolled between thtmy hearts are dependent upon eyesight. It isya pi
that it should be so, but it was not so with Cheidl the distance between earth and heaven was &00
intervene between our Lord and His disciples, lilltle loved them, and He loves them still. No-dis
tance makes any difference between Jesus and Wiis:0‘Having loved His own which were in the
world, He loved them unto the end.”

Yet, remember, that the Savior was about to uredargery wonderful change in another respdet,
was going to the FatheHave any of us the slightest idea of what Heow with the Father? | will not
attempt to describe the supernal splendors offHante, the glories which His redeemed delight yoela
His feet, the songs which angels and cherubim anabkim continually present before Him; but this
verse we love, and we can truly sing—

“Now though He reigns exalted high,

His love is still as great;

Well He remembers Calvary,

Nor lets His saints forget.”
| cannot describe these wonderful changes of oud,Livom life to death, from death to resurrection,
from resurrection to ascension, from ascensiorhéodlories of His Father’s throne. Would all these
changes make any alteration in Him? No, none omth#daving loved His own which were in the
world, He loved them unto the end.”

| shall try to speak of that presently, and thdllve my last point; but before we come to thartte,
we must see what would be the condition of “His dwrhave shown you what would be Christ’s con-
dition, and the change that would take place in Him

IV. Now, fourthly, WHAT WOULD BE THEIR CONDITION?

Why, they would remain where they were: “His owhiehh were in the world.” To me, there seems
to be a great abyss of meaning in that expresSiorithe world.” Some of you know more about what
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this means than others of us do. The Church ofi@adndon is nothing but a camp in the midst of-hea
thendom. The sooner we believe that terrible tthtéhbetter, because it is really so; and the Chafch
God in the world is nothing but a traveling tentte midst of a world that lies in the wicked oki¢e

are “in the world.” Now, some of you know whatstto be “in the world.” When you get home tonight,
there will be little but oaths and cursing. Somésaold’s dear people, whom He loves with all His hear
are still in the world, seeing that which vexesnth&s much as Lot was vexed by the filthy conversati
of the men of Sodom. “In the world!” Now, those whd&hrist was about to leave in the world would be
left in the midst of all the abounding wickedneasd idolatry, and blasphemy, in about as ungodly an
age as man could live in; yet He left them “in tharld.”

Being in the world, you see, they began topkesecutedThey were stoned; they were shut up in
prison; they were dragged into the amphitheatreetdorn apart by lions; but “He loved them unto the
end.” You know how that blessed eighth chapterhef Epistle to the Romans concludes. “Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribafgtor distress, or persecution, or famine, oreshk
ness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For ysake we are killed all the day long; we are aoted
as sheep for the slaughter. No, in all these thimgsre more than conquerors through Him that loved
us. For | am persuaded, that neither death, nariiér angels, nor principalities, nor powers, thamgs
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depbin,any other creature, shall be able to sepaste
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus bard.”

In addition to being persecuted, they were lidblbe severelyempted All kinds of bribes were put
in their way, and all sorts of pleasures and lustse presented to them; they were men of like passi
with ourselves, so those temptations were very teegdhem. They were “in the world,” and Jesus was
gone to heaven. They were “in the world” alsaffliction. Ah, dear friends, we find that we, too, are, in
this sense, “in the world.” However closely we litee God, we have pains of body, and we have to
grieve as we see our dear relatives suffering. e thosses and crosses because we are “in the.Wworld
God’s curse still rests upon the earth: “Thorn® a@sd thistles shall it bring forth to you.” You yndo
what you like with it, but you cannot make it stopnging forth thorns and thistles. They will canie
to spring up as surely as the dust will returrh®dust from whence it was taken.

In the world, of course, they weregneat labor,for they were left in the world to seek to convért
or, at least, to call out the redeemed of Chrisinfamong men by preaching the gospel to every crea-
ture. And, being “in the world,” they were surroeddoymuch weaknessyeakness of body and weak-
ness of mind, always needing to call to their Limdhelp. He was up there upon the throne, and they
were down in the dungeon. He was up there, cloti¢d all power, and they were down here in all
weakness.

V. NOW, HOW WILL JESUS BEHAVE TOWARDS THEM? That is olast question. We began
with it, and we will finish with it. Well, here ithe answer. “Having loved His own which were in the
world, He loved them unto the end;” and we may sesé that He always will love them, and that He
will never change from the tenderness of His hawtards them. “He loved them unto the end.” What
does that sentence mean?

| think it means, first, thatle loved them right anThe Hebrew, “His mercy endures forever,” might
be rendered, “His mercy endures to the end.” Thatoi the end which has no end, for there nevdr wil
be an end to His mercy; and His love is continaaérlasting love, it will never come to an end. i€hr
Himself, in His Passion, may be said to have camemtend, and He loved His disciples until His deat
but it means that He loves them without any encevier and ever. Having loved them while He was in
the world with them, He loves them right straight and always will love them when time shall be no
more.

| am sure, dear friends, you believe in the egérlg love of God towards His people. If any of you
do not, you are robbing yourselves of one of theatgst comforts that are to be found in the Saegtu
If the Lord can change, where are we? Everythirggdame when His everlasting love is gone. | delight
to believe that the mountains shall depart, andhtlie be removed; but His kindness shall not depar
from us, neither shall the covenant of His peacesb®ved; it stands fast forever and ever.

But the sentence may be renderéde loved them to perfectioh“Having loved His own which
were in the world, He loved them to perfection.” ¢taild not love them any better; that was impossibl
He could not love them more wisely; that would e of the question. He could not love them more
intensely; that is not supposable. Whatever théepgon of love may be, that Jesus Christ bestopau
His people. There is no such love in all the wartdthe love of Christ to His people; and if you evey
gather up all the loves that ever were, of men wandhen, of mothers and children, of friends and
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friends, and heap up all these loves, the loveesilg is of superior quality to them all, for nofi¢hmse
loves are absolutely perfect, but Jesus Christsléogerfection.

Those of you who have the Revised Version wiltlfin the margin the following word%o the ut-
termost.” “Having loved His own which were in the world, Heved them to the uttermost,” to that
which is uttermost, farthest, and most distantjfdrturn the word in another way, “He loved therm
terly,” unutterably, in such a way that you cantedk, or conceive, or describe, or imagine, how muc
He loved His people. He loved His people to theadihstretch of love. So is it, there is no love Iiis,
and, as | said just now, all the loves in the woddmpressed into one, would not equal it. “Having
loved His own which were in the world, He lovedrtheo the uttermost.”

Now, it does seem to me that this truth oughetogdt some poor soul to wish to enjoy Christ’s love.
“Oh!” says one, “if | did but get that love, | walihever lose it. He would love me to the utterm@ut,
if 1 could but creep in among His people!” The waydiscover Christ’s love to you is that you should
begin by trusting Him; and surely He will help ytmudo this. He is so true, so good, so able to save
the uttermost, that if you will come and trust Hitryst Him wholly, trust Him now, trust Him just as
you are, He will save you to the uttermost, andwsliis love to you to the uttermost. | have been
preaching what | trust will comfort God’s peopleitth wish that some poor soul would come to Christ
through it. | believe that is the right way to preahe gospel. Have you not noticed, in the stdrthe
Prodigal Son, that the father said, “Bring fortle thest robe, and put it on him; and put a ring isn h
hand, and shoes on his feet,” and so on, but heatigo on to say, “Feed him,” do you notice what h
said? It was, “Letiseat, and be merry.” “Well, but | thought he wasking about his son.” Yes, and
he says, “Letiseat.” So, dear brothers and sisters in Chrisydetat, and then sinners will begin to feel
their mouths watering, and they also will want &, @nd to have a share of the feast. This is iy 0
way to make them eat; you can bring a horse tavdter, but you cannot make him drink; but you are
very likely to do so if you set another horse aikling. So, if you and | enjoy the sweetness ofltive
of Christ, there may be some in the gallery, andesdownstairs who will say, “We wish that we knew
it, too,” and they will be wanting it; that is theay to make them eat. | pray the Lord, by His $pia
lead them to put their trust in this loving Saviand each one to say—

“Jesus, lover of my soul,
Let me to Your bosom fly.”
He will let you fly to His bosom; therefore—
“Come, and welcome; sinner, come.”

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
John 13:1-19

Verse 1.Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jess #rat His hour was come that He
should depart out of this world unto the Fatherying loved His own which were in the world, He
loved them unto the end.

Our Lord Jesus Christ had a clear foresight oHallhad to endure. Future things are happily hidden
from our eyes. We do not even know the moment wireshall die, or how it will be. It is well thatig
so; but our Lord was able to anticipate His suffgsi, by knowing all about them: “Jesus knew that Hi
hour was come.” It was all appointed; and nothiaggens to any of us by accident, chance is banished
from the believer's creed. There is an appointeaufhfor each one of us, and it will come in duase
son.

“Jesus knew that His hour was come, that He shaepért out of the world unto the Father.” What
a beautiful way of describing death! Christ’'s deats certainly a more trying one than ours will e,
that this description may apply to ours as welicaldlis.

2. And supper being ended,

| suppose that was the Paschal Supper.

2. The devil having now put into the heart of Judaai®t, Simon’s son, to betray Him;

What a horrible purpose for Satan to put into tharhof Judas even in the presence of Jesus! | hope
that the devil will not put any such purpose intiy hearts or into mine while we are in this hoake
prayer; but no place is sacred from his intrusfewill come in anywhere. Even where Christ Himself
is at the head of the table, Judas may be sittitiggh same table, and Satan may then and thelatput
his heart the horrible purpose of betraying his tdias
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3, 4.Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all thimgs His hands, and that He was come from
God, and went to God; He arose from supper, andl $side His garments; and took a towel, and gird-
ed Himself.

Notice those words, “Jesus knowing. . .He tookvweetpand girded Himself.” If He had not known
how great He was, there would not have been sucteszension in His action; but He knew who He
was, and what the Father had entrusted to Him: ‘Haker had given all things into His hands.” You
might suppose that He would rise up, in a very diggh manner, and put on a purple robe and a golden
girdle; but, instead of that, He rose from the srgdpble, laid aside His garments, and took a toared
girded Himself. He knew that He had come forth frGwd, and that He was going back to God, and He
performed this action on the way home to His Fat®edear brothers and sisters, if Christ thus stdpp
how humble ought we to be! No office should be ¢edrtoo lowly, no work for His servants should
seem to be too humiliating, since Jesus “took a&t@md girded Himself.”

5. After that, He poured water into a basin, and betmamwash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them
with the towel wherewith He was girded.

You see that Jesus does His work well. He omiterafnthe details of it. He puts Himself in the
place of a slave, and He performs a slave’s duty treroughly. | am afraid that, sometimes, we do o
work for Him in a slovenly way; but Jesus was rattsied with simply washing His disciples’ feeteH
must do the wiping, too. | do bless Him that He sliql for this is a picture of what He has doneui®r
He has washed our feet; and He often repeats Hugogs act. The feet that Jesus washes He will;wipe
He has not begun His task without intending tosfinit. | know that He will complete in my soul the
work which He has undertaken, for He fulfilled dre tfeet of His disciples the office He had undertak
en: “He began to wash the disciples’ feet, andifmewhem with the towel with which He was girded.”

6. Then came He to Simon Peter: and Peter said to Hord, do You wash my feet?

| do not wonder that he said that; would not youehbeen equally astonished had you been there?
Peter had some faint idea who Christ was; he hafessed Him in such a way that Jesus had said to
Him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-jona: for fleskl &rood has not revealed it unto you, but My Father
which is in heaven.” Knowing so much about Chrifter marveled at His action; he felt so astonished
that He asked, “Do You wash my feet?”

7. Jesus answered and said unto him, What | do yow kmwd now; but you shall know hereatfter.

| have heard this saying of our Lord applied tdi@fbn; and it is very true that what Jesus does w
do not at present understand, but we shall knoaralyby. | do not think, however, that this senteisce
very applicable that way, for there was no affbatiin having the feet washed. The fact is, brethren
though it is a very humbling thing to say, we do moderstand that which Jesus does, even His sstnple
actions are a mystery to us, we have never goonghetvery depths of them so as to comprehend them.
“What | do—even though | only wash your feet, plaimd simple operation as that is—you know not
now; but you shall know hereafter.” Our knowing &isnp dear friends, are to come. We need not be so
very anxious to know at present; this is the timhdowe. | would forego the filling of my head for a
while if | could have my heart full; but, alas, vaee generally so busy trying to attain merely head
knowledge! My most intense longing is for a growimegart, a heart that truly loves the Savior. That i
the way for the head to learn, for knowledge tlmahes by the way of the heart, and so enters the, hea
is the best of knowledge. Jesus said to Peter, tWa, you know not now; but you shall know hereaf
ter.”

8. Peter said to Him, You shall never wash my feet.

That is just like Peter; if John had not told usovitwas that said this, we would have known that i
was Peter. He was always in such a hurry, and bleesgo quickly, that he made many mistakes; yet he
was always so honest and so true that his Magstgave his faults, and helped him to correct them.

8. He answered him, If | wash you not, you have no wdah Me.

If Christ does not cleanse us, we do not belondino. If He does not, day by day, exercise a purify-
ing influence over us, we are not His.

9. Simon Peter said to Him, Lord, not my feet only,dds0 my hands and my head.

How that pendulum swings to and fro! It went thiaywust now: “You shall never wash my feet.”
Now it goes right away to the other extreme: “Landf my feet only, but also my hands and my head.”
Go more gently, Peter, be more quiet. Why do yos@éar in one direction, and then rush off soitfiar
another way? Your Master knows better than you kndwat is right for you.

10. Jesus said to him, He that is washed needs nottsavash his feet, but is clean every whit: and
you are clean, but not all.
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Dear friends, when we believe in Christ, we arehedsn the fountain filled with blood, and we are
clean; but this world is such a sinful place thateagnnot walk through it for even a day without searh
its mire and dust clinging to us. Besides, Godiediare so pure that they are hardly fit to blaarsuch
a defiling atmosphere. Oh, how we need that the slesuld wash the lily when the night comes on!
How greatly we need to have the foot-washing adstened to us every day! We need not repeat the
first great washing, the bath by which our sinsevgeansed; when that was done, it was done omce fo
all. Our sin was pardoned as before a Judge; butane it to be taken away as before our Fathenyvfor
are now under His loving discipline.

Christ further said to His disciples, “You areante but not all.” Does He say that to us at thie®
“You are clean, but not all.” Where sits the manthis house of prayer, who is not clean, the sinne
who has not yet been washed by Jesus Christ? Vgiterthe woman who is not clean? The Lord have
mercy upon you, dear friends! You know that, in théen days, they put a red cross on the dooreof th
house where the plague was. We cannot put a cpmss you; but | pray you to consider yourselves as
marked men and marked women in the sight of God, Igoray the Lord to take that mark away by
causing you to be washed, that you may be cleary evidt. How quickly He can wash the foulest sin-
ners! He that believes in Jesus is washed in teeiqus blood, and he is clean. God cleanse usmll f
His great name’s sake!

11-15.For He knew who should betray Him; therefore sail Mou are not all clean. So after He
had washed their feet, and had taken His garmemid,was set down again, He said unto them, know
you what | have done to you? You call me Masterland: and you say well; for so | am. If | thenuyo
Lord and Master, have washed your feet; you alsghoto wash one another’s feet. For | have given
you an example, that you should do as | have dogeu.

Christ’s actions are the pattern for us to imit&dé&!, that we followed them more closely!

16. Verily, verily, | say unto you, The servant is gogater than his lord; neither he that is sent
greater than he that sent him.

Sometimes we think that we are a deal too greatakh anybody’s feet; we would like to see a per-
son propose it to us, such big people as we amgé ifalk like that, there is great need that weukhbe
taken down. That would be the true way to risehim ltkeness of Jesus. Oh, that we were lowlierun h
mility! We should be higher in grace if we were.

17.1f you know these things, happy are you if youhdont

Peter wanted to know them; Jesus would have ubato.t

18.1 speak not of you all: | know whom | have chosen;

Christ has a chosen people, though some will nieg\eeit. Yet it is so, for He says, “I know whom
| have chosen.”

18, 19.But that the Scripture may be fulfilled, he thatsebread with Me has lifted up his heel
against Me. Now | tell you before it come, thatewlit has come to pass, you may believe that | am H

“That | am.” So, you see, even the great troublthefearly Church, the betrayal by Judas, was used
by Christ for the strengthening of His discipleaitii. He foretold that it would be as it came tg&5o0,
dear friends, in these latter days, many forsakegibspel, but Jesus told us that it would be so. He
taught His servants to write that there would lfallang away, and that in these last days thereldibe
scoffers; and as we read the prophecies, and centpam with the fulfilment, even the doleful fact
itself confirms our faith in our Lord.

God bless to us this brief reading of His own Wdkthen.
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