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“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, aréver.”
Hebrews 13:8.

LET me read to you the verse that comes befordextr It is a good habit always to look at texts in
their connection. It is wrong, | think, to lay habd small portions of God’s Word, and take them ofut
their connection as you might pluck feathers frotird; it is an injury to the Word; and, sometimas,
passage of Scripture loses much of its beautytruts teaching, and its real meaning, by being taken
from the context. Nobody would think of mutilatibjlton’s poems so, taking a few lines out Fedira-
dise Lost, and then imagining that he could really get athtbart of the poet’'s power. So, always look at
texts in the connection in which they stand. Theseeéefore our text is this, “Remember them which
have the rule over you, who have spoken unto yewmtbrd of God: whose faith follow, considering the
end of their conversation: Jesus Christ, the sagsteyday, and today, and forever.”

Observe, then, that God’s people are a though#aple. If they are what they ought to be, theydo
great deal of remembering and considering; th#tasgist of this verse. If they are to remember tand
consider their earthly leaders, much more are tbagcollect that great Leader, the Lord Jesus,aind
those matchless truths which fell from His bleskesl | wish, in these days, that professing Clarst
did remember and did consider a great deal moteyéuive in such a flurry, and hurry, and worryat
we do not give time for thought. Our noble fore@thof the Puritan sort were men with backbone, men
of solid tread, independent and self-contained m#m, could hold their own in the day of conflictich
the reason was because they took time to meditate,to keep a diary of their daily experiencesei
to commune with God in secret. Take the hint, agdand do a little more thinking; in this busy Lon-
don, and in these trying days, remember and conside

My next remark is that God’s people are an imiafeople, for we are told here that they are o re
member them who are their leaders, those who haolkes to them the Word of God, “whose faith fol-
low, considering the end of their conversation.efiehis an itching, nowadays, after originalityikstig
out a path for yourself. When sheep do that, threybad sheep. Sheep follow the shepherd; and, in a
measure, they follow one another when they aréoghther following the shepherd. Our Great Master
never aimed at originality; He said that He did ea¢n speak His own words, but the words that He ha
heard of His Father. He was docile and teachalsleh@ Son of God, and the servant of God, His ears
were open to hear the instructions of the Fathet,tée could say, “I do always those things thaagde
Him.” Now, that is the true path for a Christiantéde, to follow Jesus, and, in consequence, toviol
all such true saints as may be worthy of beingfe#id, imitating the godly so far as they imitateri€th
The apostle puts it, “whose faith follow.” Many yog Christians, if they were to pretend to striké au
path for themselves, must infallibly fall into masgrrows, whereas by taking some note of the way in
which more experienced and more instructed Chnistizave gone, they will keep by the way of the
footsteps of the flock, and they will also followet footprints of the Shepherd. God’s people are a
thoughtful people, and they are an imitative anohbike people, willing to be instructed, and willit
follow holy and godly examples.

One good reason, however, for imitating saintgiven in our text; it is because our Lord and His
faith are always the same: “Jesus Christ the saserday, and today, and forever.” You see, ifatlde
foundation shifted, if our faith was always chamgithen we could not follow any of the saints who
have gone before us. If we have a religion espggda the nineteenth century, it is ridiculous fas to
imitate the men of the first century, and Paul #r&apostles are just old fogies who are left balin
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the far distant ages. If we are to go on improvinagn century to century, | cannot point you to afy
the reformers, or the confessors, or the saintisarbrave days of old, and say to you, “Learn ftoeir
example,” because, if religion has altogether ckdrand improved, it is a curious thing to say, wat
ought to set an example to our ancestors. Of cpthieg cannot follow it because they have gone from
the earth; but as we know so much better than athnefs, we cannot think of learning anything from
them. As we have left the apostles all behind, gorike in for something quite new, it is a pity tist
should not forget what they did, what they sufferadd think that they were just a set of simpletons
who acted up to their own light, but then they Imad the light we have in this wonderful nineteenth
century! O beloved, it almost makes my lips bligiertalk after the present evil fashion, for grasse
falsehood never could be uttered than the insionahat we have shifted the everlasting foundatafns
our faith. Verily, if these foundations were remdyeve might ask in many senses, “What shall the
righteous do? Whom shall they copy? Whom shall fiedlgw? The landmarks having gone, what re-
mains to us of the holy treasury of example withallthe Lord enriches those who follow Christ?”

I. Coming to our text, “Jesus Christ the same yeatgrdnd today, and forever,” my first observa-
tion is that JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF IS ALWAYS THE SAMHe is, was, and will be always the
same.

Changes of position and of circumstances there baen in our Lord, but He is always the same
His great love to His people, whom He loved before the earth was. Before tls $tar was kindled, be-
fore the first living creature began to sing thaipe of its Creator, He loved His Church with aerev
lasting love. He spied her in the glass of predasitin, pictured her by His divine foreknowledgeda
loved her with all His heart; and it was for theuse that He left His Father, and became one with h
that He might redeem her. It was for this cause lHeawent with her through all this vale of teatts-
charged her debts, and bore her sins in His owry badhe tree. For her sake He slept in the tomd, a
with the same love that brought Him down He hasegapm again, and with the same heart beating true
to the same blessed betrothal He has gone intg,gl@iting for the marriage day when He shall come
again, to receive His perfected spouse, who stale hmade herself ready by His grace. Never for a
moment, whether as God over all, blessed forewveasdsod and man in one divine person, or as dead
and buried, or as risen and ascended, never hahatged in the love He bears to His chosen. He is
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, aaddn”

Therefore, Beloved brethren, He has never chamgeadis divine purpose towards His beloved
Church. He resolved in eternity to become one with Heat she might become one with Him; and, hav-
ing determined upon this, when the fullness of tmad come, He was born of a woman, made under the
law, He took upon Him the likeness of sinful flesand being found in fashion as a man, He humbled
Himself, and became obedient unto death, even ¢a¢ghdf the cross.” Yet He never abandoned His
purpose, He set His face like a flint to go up@audalem; even when the bitter cup was put to igss |
and He seemed to stagger for a moment, He retdoniéavith a strong resolve, saying to His Fatlidr,
it is possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevdebe not as | will, but as You will.” That purpose
strong upon Him now; for Zion’s sake He will notlthdHis peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake He will not
rest, until her righteousness goes forth as breggnand her salvation as a lamp that burns. Jesti
pressing on with His great work, and He will nat feor be discouraged in it. He will never be caonite
till all whom He has bought with blood shall becoaiso glorified by His power. He will gather all $Hi
sheep in the heavenly fold, and they shall passmagaler the hand of Him that tells them, every ohe
them being brought there by the great Shepherd laidodown His life for them. Beloved, He cannot
turn from His purpose; it is not according to Hature that He should, for He is “Jesus Christ Hraes
yesterday, and today, and forever.”

He is also “the same yesterday, and today, areVéo)’in the holding of His offices for the carrying
out of His purpose, and giving effect to His lot#e is a Prophet still. Men try to set Him on ongesi
Science, falsely so-called, comes forward, and Hids hold His tongue; but “the sheep follow Himr fo
they know His voice; and a stranger will they natdw, but will flee from him: for they know not ¢h
voice of strangers.” The teachings of the New Trasta are as sound and true today as they were eight
een hundred years ago; they have lost none of Viakie, none of their absolute certainty; they dtan
fast like the everlasting hills. Jesus Christ wad&@phet, and He is “the same yesterday, and tadady,
forever.”

He is the same, too, as a Priest. Some now sheks precious blood; alas, that it should be sot, B
to His elect, His blood is still their purchasecgriby this they overcome, through the blood ofiLttab
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they win the victory; and they know that they shathise it in heaven, when they have washed their
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lahhey never turn away from this great Priest of
theirs, and His wondrous sacrifice, once offeradtti@ sins of men, and perpetually efficaciousdibr
the blood-bought race; they glory in His everlagtomiesthood before the Father’s throne. In thisreve
joice, yes, and will rejoice, that Jesus Chrisius Priest, “the same yesterday, and today, areVvéor’

And as King He is ever the same. He is suprentkarChurch. Before You, O Jesus, all Your loyal
subjects bow! All the sheaves make obeisance ta ¥beaf; the sun and moon and all the stars obey
and serve You, You King of kings, and Lord of |drd#®u are Head over all things to Your Church,
which is Your body. Beloved, if there is any otloéfice which our Lord has assumed for the accom-
plishment of His divine purposes, we may say of Hiancerning every position, that, He is “the same
yesterday, and today, and forever.”

So also, once more, He is the samelis relationship to all His people. | like to think that, as Jesus
was the Husband of His Church ages ago, He is hsb#&hd still, for He hates divorce. As He was the
Brother born for adversity to His first discipld$e is our faithful Brother still. As He was a Friethat
sticks closer than a brother to those who werelstried in the medieval times, He is equally aeihd
to us upon whom the ends of the earth have conereTib no difference whatever in the relationsHip o
the Lord Jesus Christ to His people at any timeisHast as ready to comfort us tonight as He was t
comfort those with whom He dwelt when here belovwste® Mary, He is as willing to come down to
your Bethany, and help you in your sorrow aboutdrag, as He was when He came to Martha and
Mary whom He loved. Jesus Christ is just as readwdsh your feet, my brother, after another day’s
weary travel through the foul ways of this worlce 4 as willing to take the basin, and the ewed, the
towel, and to give us a loving cleansing, as He whsn He washed His disciples’ feet. Just what He
was to them He is to us. Happy is it if you anch ¢ruly say, “What He was to Peter, what He was to
John, what He was to the Magdalene, that is Jebtist@o me, ‘the same yesterday, and today, and fo
ever.”

Beloved, | have seen men change; oh, how theygehah little frost turns the green forest to
bronze, and every leaf forsakes its hold, and gi&ddt’'s winter’s blast. So fade our friends ahd tost
attached adherents drop away from us in the tinteadf but Jesus is to us what He always was. When
we get old and grey-headed, and others shut theaomen who have lost their former strength, and
can serve their turn no longer, then will He sd&yén to hoar hairs will | carry you: | have maded a
will bear; even | will carry, and will deliver youtor He is “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday,tadéy,
and forever.” Thus much, beloved, with regard teudeHimself; He is always the same.

Il. Now let us go a step farther. JESUS CHRIST IS ALWAYHE SAME IN HIS DOCTRINE.

This text must refer to the doctrine of Chrishca it is connected with imitating the saints’ iait
“Whose faith follow, considering the end of theemwersation: Jesus Christ the same yesterday,oand t
day, and forever. Be not carried about with diveand strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that
heart is established with grace.” From the conpadii is evident that our text refers to the teaghof
Christ, who is “the same yesterday, and today,fareler.” This is not according to the “developnient
folly. Theology, like every other science, is togr watered by the splendid wisdom of this enliget:
age, fostered by the superlative ability of thetigenen of light, and leading of the present time, s
much superior to all who came before them!

We think not so, brethren, foine Lord Jesus Christ was the perfect revelation of God. He was the
express image of the Father’s person, and thetbiegh of His glory. In previous ages, God had spoke
to us by His prophets, but in these last days Hespbaken to us by His Son. Now as to that whichavas
complete revelation, it is blasphemous to suppbae there can be any more revealed than has been
made known in the person and work of Jesus ClimessSbn of God. He is Godisgtimatum; last of all,

He sends His Son. If you can conceive a brightgpldy of God than is to be seen in the Only-begotte
| thank God that | am unable to follow you in amcls imagination. To me, He is the last, the highest
the grandest revelation of God; and as He shutheiBook that contains the written revelation, htsb
you never dare to take from it, lest He should taier name out of the Book of life, and never dare
add to it, lest He should add unto you the plaghasare written in this Book.

At this time,the salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ isthe same as it wasin all ages. Jesus Christ still
saves sinners from the guilt, the power, the pumesit, and the defilement of sin. Still, “there mne
other name under heaven given among men wherebyuwet be saved.” Jesus Christ still makes all
things new; He creates new hearts and right spiritte sons of men, and engraves His law upon the
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tablets which once were stone, but which He hasetlinto flesh. There is no new salvation; some may
talk as if there were, but there is not. Salvatiseans to you today just what it meant to Saul oélia
on the way to Damascus; if you think it has anotheaning, you have missed it altogether.

And, againsalvation by Jesus Christ comes to men in the same way as it always did. They have to
receive it now by faith; in Paul's day, men wergeshby faith, and they are not now saved by works.
They began in the Spirit in the apostolic age, wedare not now to begin in the flesh. There isnh-i
cation in the Book, and there is no indicationha experience of God’s children, that there is ¢vdre
any alteration as to the way in which we receiveisthand live by Him. “By grace are you saved,
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is thift of God,” the gift of God today as much ag\er
was, for Jesus Christ “is the same yesterday, @ohalyt and forever.”

Once morethis salvation is just the same as to the persons to whom it is sent. It is to be preached
now, as always, to every creature under heavenit lppeals with a peculiar power to those who are
guilty, and who confess their guilt, to hearts thia broken, to men who are weary and heavy ldtlen.
to these that the gospel comes with great sweethbase quoted to you before those strange wofds 0
Joseph Hart—

“A sinner is a sacred thing,

The Holy Spirit has made him so.”
He is; the Savior is only for sinners. He did noine to save the righteous, He came to seek araléo s
the lost, and still “to you is the word of thisaatlion sent,” and this declaration still standtrtrhis
man receives sinners, and eats with them.” Thene ishange in this statement, “the poor have tlse go
pel preached to them,” and it comes to those whdathest off from God and hope, and inspires them
with divine power and energy.

Beloved, | can bear witness thihe gospel is the same in its effects upon the hearts of men. Still it
breaks, and still it makes whole; still it woundsd still it heals; still it kills and still it qakens; still it
seems to hurl men down to hell in their terribl@@rxence of the evil of sin, but still it lifts threup into
an ecstatic joy, till they are exalted almost taven when they lay hold upon it, and feel its power
their souls. The gospel that was a gospel of batit deaths, of killing and making alive, in thegslaf
John Bunyan, has just the same effect upon outsh&athis day, when it comes with the power that
God has put into it by His Spirit. It produces Hame results, and has the same sanctifying infeuaac
it ever had.

Looking beyond the narrow stream of death, wesagnthathe eternal results produced by the gos-
pel of the Lord Jesus Christ are the same as they always were. The promise is this day fulfilled to those
who receive Him as much as to any who went beldeegternal is their inheritance, they shall sithw
Him upon His throne; and, on the other hand, theathis equally sure of fulfilment; “These shatl g
away into everlasting punishment.” “He that belev®t shall be damned.” Christ has made no change
in His words of promise or of threat, nor will Hllowers dare to do so, for His doctrine is “thearse
yesterday, and today, and forever.”

If you were to try to think over this matter, aingagine for a minute that the gospel really didtshi
and change with the times, it would be very exdlawry. See, here is the gospel for the first agntu
make a mark, and note how far it goes. Then them@ gospel for the second century; make another
mark, but then remember that you must change tloe ttbanother shade. Either these people must have
altered, or else a very different effect must hagen produced in the same kind of minds. In etgrnit
when they all get to heaven by these nineteen ¢gmspethe nineteenenturies, there will be nineteen
sets of people, and they will sing nineteen différeongs, depend upon it, and their music will not
blend. Some will sing of “free grace and dying Igwehile others will sing of “evolution.” What a sh
cord it would be, and what a heaven it would be! tshould decline to be a candidate for suchaael
No, let me go where they praise Jesus Christ amd &one, singing, “Unto Him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in His own blood, to Himgbaery and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”
That is what the first century saints sing; yesl #&ms what the saints of every century will simgthout
any exception; and there will be no change in flusg forever. The same results will flow from the
same gospel till heaven and earth shall pass awayesus Christ is “the same yesterday, and today,
and forever.”

lll. We may sound the same note again, for a momerdaubecJESUS CHRIST IS THE SAME AS
TO HIS MODES OF WORKING: “Jesus Christ the sameemeay, and today, and forever.”

4 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 40




Sermon #2358 The Unchangeable Christ 5

How did Jesus Christ save souls in olden timespl&lased God bthe foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe;” and if you will look dowmwough church history, you will find that, whereve
there has been a great revival of religion, it besn linked with the preaching of the gospel. Witien
Methodists began to do so much good, what did talythe men who made such a stir? “Methodist
preachers,” did they not say? That was always #men “Here comes a Methodist preacher.” Ah, my
dear friends, the world will never be saved by Melikt doctors, or by Baptist doctors, or anythifig o
the sort; but multitudes will be saved, by God'aag, through preachers. It is the preacher to whom
God has entrusted this great work. Jesus saidatRrihe gospel to every creature.” But men arengett
tired of the divine plan; they are going to be shlig the priest, going to be saved by the musimgyto
be saved by theatricals, and nobody knows whatl,Whedy may try these things as long as they like,
but nothing can ever come of the whole thing bteruisappointment and confusion, God dishonored,
the gospel travestied, hypocrites manufacturechbydands, and the church dragged down to the level
of the world. Stand to your guns, brethren, andggreaching and teaching nothing but the Word of
God, for it pleases God still, by the foolishnegpreaching, to save them that believe; and thasggll
stands true, “Jesus Christ the same yesterdaytpdag, and forever.”

But remember that there must alwaysthprayers of the saints with the preaching of the gospel.
You must have often noticed that passage in the éancerning the new converts on the day of Pente-
cost, “They continued steadfastly in the apostiEsitrine”; they thought a great deal about doctime
those days. “And fellowship”; they thought a gocehldof being in church fellowship in those days.
“And in breaking of bread”; they did not neglecethlessed ordinance of the Lord’s Supper in those
days; “In breaking of bread.” And then what foll@/#nd in prayers.” Some say, nowadays, that pray-
er meetings are religious expedients pretty welinaaut. Ah, dear me! What a religious expedient tha
was that brought about Pentecost, when they weesstémbled with one accord in one place, and when
the whole church prayed, and suddenly the placesiaken, and they heard the sound as of a rushing
mighty wind that betokened the presence of the FBpyit! Well, you may try to do without prayer
meetings if you like, but my solemn conviction &at, as these decline, the Spirit of God will dépar
from you, and the preaching of the gospel will hesmall account. The Lord will have the prayers of
His people to go with the proclamation of His gdspé is to be the power of God unto salvatiomda
there is no change in this matter since Paul’'s dagus Christ is “the same yesterday, and todal, an
forever.” God is still to be inquired of by the tsguof Israel to do it for them, and He still grabksss-
ings in answer to believing prayer.

Remember, too, that the Lord Jesus Christ hasyallvaen inclined to work biye spiritual power
of His servants. Nothing comes out of a man that is not first in hiviou will not find God’s servants
doing great things for Him, unless God works milghih them, as well as by them. You must first your
self be endued with power from on high, or elsepgbeer will not manifest itself in what you do. Be-
loved, we want our church members to be better amehbetter women; we want baby-Christians to be-
come grownup-Christians; and we want the grownups@iins among us to be “strong in the Lord, and
in the power of His might.” God will work by His ments when they are adapted to His service, and He
will make His instruments fit for His work. It isoh in themselves that they have any strength; their
weakness becomes the reason why His strength nsisgbem. Still, there is an adaptation, thera is
fitness for His service, there is a cleanness@uat puts upon His instruments before He works nyight
things by them, and Jesus Christ is “the same gesteand today, and forever,” in this matter, too.

All the good that is ever done in the world is et bythe Holy Spirit and as the Holy Spirit honors
Jesus Christ, so He puts great honor upon the Siyt. If you and | try, either as a church oriadi-
viduals, to do without the Holy Spirit, God will @0 do without us. Unless we reverently worship Him,
and believingly trust in Him, we shall find that wbkall be like Samson when his locks were shorn. He
shook himself as he had done before, but when hlestihes were upon him, he could do nothing
against them. Our prayer must always be, “Holy i§miwell with me! Holy Spirit, dwell with Your
servants!” We know that we are utterly dependeianuidim. Such is the teaching of our Master and Je-
sus Christ is “the same yesterday, and today, ameyér.”

I\V. I do not want to weary you, my dear brethren, bayrhbe helped, just for a few moments, to
speak on a fourth point! JESUS CHRIST HAS ALWAYS HKSAME RESOURCES, for He is “the
same yesterday, and today, and forever.”

I will repeat what | said, Jesus Christ has alwtigssame resources. We sit down, sometimes, very
sorrowful, and we say, “The times are very darkdblnot think that we can very well exaggeraterthei
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darkness, and they are full of threatening omend,lalo not think that any of us can really exagtger
those omens, they are so terrible. But still tsue, “The Lord lives, and blessed be my rock.”

Does the Church feel her needfaithful men? The Lord can send us as many as ever. When the
Pope ruled everywhere, nobody thought, | shouldging that the first man to speak out for the old
faith would be a monk; they thought they had takeck of all the men that God had at His command,
and they certainly did not think that He had one¢haf leaders of the Reformation in a monastery; but
there was Martin Luther, “the monk that shook theld;” and though men dreamed not what he would
do, God knew all about him. There was Calvin, alaiting that famous book of his Institutes. He veas
man full of disease, | think he had sixty diseasesnce in his body, and he suffered greatly. Labkis
portrait, pale and wan; and as a young man he wastimid. He went to Geneva, and he thought he
was called to write books, but Farel said to hiivipu are called to lead us in preaching the gospes h
in Geneva.” “No,” said Calvin, for he shrank fromettask; but Farel said, “The blast of the Almighty
God will rest upon you unless you come out, ane tadur proper place.” Beneath the threat of that
brave old man, John Calvin took his place, pronmat sincere in the work of God, in life and in death
never faltering. Then there was Zwingli over that&urich, he had come out, too, and Oecolampadius,
and Melancthon, and their fellows—who ever expecthenn to do what they did? Nobody. “The Lord
gave the word; great was the company of them thilighed it.” And so, today, He has only to give th
word, and you shall see starting up all over theldvearnest preachers of the everlasting gospeKéo
has the same resources as ever. He is “Jesus,@ngisame yesterday, and today, and forever.”

He has also the same resourcegrate. The Holy Spirit is quite as able to convert menguicken,
enlighten, sanctify, and instruct. There is nothimgich He has done which He cannot do again; the
treasuries of God are as full and as running ower as they were in the beginning of the Christiga.a
If we do not see such great things, where lieges#&aining force? It is in our unbelief. “If yoeleve,
all things are possible to him that believes.” Befthis year has gone, God can make a wave ofakviv
break over England, Scotland, and Ireland, fromemg:to the other, yes, and He can deluge the whole
world with the gospel if we will but cry to Him fat, and He wills to do it, for He is “the same tg¥s
day, and today, and forever,” in the resourcesisfgrace.

V. So | close my sermon with this fifth head, on whichill be very short indeed, JESUS CHRIST
IS EVER THE SAME TO ME: “yesterday, and today, dacever.” | will not talk about myself except
to help you to think about yourselves. How longéagau known the Lord Jesus Christ? Perhaps, only a
short time; possibly, many years. Do you remembeerwyou first knew Him? Can you point out the
spot of ground where Jesus met you? Now, what veatHou at first? | will tell you what He was to
me.

Jesus was to me at finsiy only trust. | leaned on Him very hard then, for | had sudbaal to carry.
| laid myself and my load down at His feet; He vadlan all to me. | had not a shred of hope outsfle
Him, nor any trust beyond Himself, crucified ansen for me. Now, dear brothers and sisters, haue yo
got any further than that? | hope not; | know thaave not. | have not a shadow of a shade of €onfi
dence anywhere but in Christ’s blood and righteesasnl leaned on Him very hard at the first, deth
harder now. Sometimes, | faint away into His arinsave died into His life; | am lost in His fullngs
He is all my salvation and all my desire. | am $ueg for myself, but | think that | am speaking for
many of you, too, when | say that Jesus Chrisb ime “the same yesterday, and today, and forever.”
His cross, before my failing eyes, shall be my dyesomfort as it is my living strength.

What was Jesus Christ to me at the first? He Wwa®bject ofmy warmest love; was it not so with
you also? Was He not chief among ten thousandalindether lovely? What charms, what beauties,
were there in that dear face of His! And what alireess, what a novelty, what a delight, which Het a
our passions on fire! It was so in those early dalyen we went after Him into the wilderness. Though
all the world around was barren, He was all int@lis. Very well, what is He today? He is fairemut
now than ever He was. He is the one gem that weegssour other jewels have all turned out to lie bu
glass, and we have flung them from the chest, lutsHhe Kohinoor that our soul delights in; alF-pe
fections joined together to make one absolute peofe all the graces adorning Him, and overflowing
to us. Is not that what we say of Him? “Jesus Chinis same yesterday, and today, and forever.”

What was Jesus Christ to me at the first? Wellwdemy highest joy. In my young days, how my
heart did dance at the sound of His name! Wastisaavith many of you? We may be huskier in voice,
heavier in body, and slower in moving our limbst His name has as much charm for us as it ever had.
There was a trumpet that nobody could blow butwhe was the true heir, and there is nobody who can
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ever fetch the true music out of us but our Loravtiom we belong. When He sets me to His lips, you
would think that | was one of the trumpets of teee angels; but there is no one else who can make
me sound like that. | cannot produce such mustbatsby myself; and there is no theme that carshavi
my heart, there is no subject that can stir my,saniil | get to Him. | think it is with me as itag with
Rutherford, when the Duke of Argyle called out,h@sbegan to preach about Christ, “Now, man, you
are on the right string, keep to that.” The Lordu¥eChrist knows every key in our souls, and He can
wake up our whole being to harmonies of music wisicall set the world ringing with His praises. Yes,
He is our joy, our everything, “the same yesterdeng today, and forever.”

Let us go forward, then, to the unchanging SavimQugh the changing things of time and sense,
and we shall meet Him soon in glory, and He willlmehanged even there, as compassionate and lov-
ing to us when we shall get home to Him, and sewe idiHis splendor, as He was to His poor disciples
when He Himself had not where to lay His head, &ad a sufferer among them.

Oh, do you know Him? Do you know Him? Do you knélwn? If not, may He this night reveal
Himself to you, for His sweet mercy’s sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
HEBREWS 13.

Verse 1.Let brotherly love continue.

It is supposed to be there already; let it contima only love of a common kind, such as we are to
have to all men, but that special “brotherly lowefiich Christians bear to one another as members of
one family. “Let brotherly love continue.”

2. Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.

Abraham did so, and Lot did so; they thought theyreventertaining ordinary strangers, and they
washed their feet, and prepared their food, buutrited out that they had entertained angels. Saue p
ple will never entertain angels unawares, for theyer entertain anybody. May we be given to hobkpita
ity, for that should be part of the character ohtsa

3. Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them;

Christian people who have got into trouble throbging Christians, persons who have been shut up
in prison for righteousness’ sake; there were margh in Paul’'s day. Sympathize with them, says the
apostle, “as bound with them.”

3. And them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body.

So that, if you are not now in adversity, you maybefore long. Therefore, have a fellow feeling for
those who are in trouble. If you are not yoursé&tréssed, you are not out of the reach of sudhing;t
therefore be tender towards your afflicted brethren

4, 5.Marriageis honorable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will
judge. Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as you have: for
He has said, | will never leave you, nor forsake you.

There is a fortune for you, that is a pension tbifack upon. You may very well be content to leave
your temporal concerns in the hands of God, fohBe said, “I will never leave you, nor forsake you.
Why, if you believe that one promise of God, Helw# better to you than ten thousand friends who
promise to provide for you! The Provider in heaverbetter than any provider on earth. A beautiful
motto is that of the old house of Chester, “God®vplence is my inheritance.”

6, 7.0 that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and | will not fear what man shall do unto
me. Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose
faith follow, considering the end of their conversation:

It seems that there were special persons, who lgaders in the Church of God, who were to be
remembered, and thought upon, and considered. Wiey set apart for this work: “them which have
the rule over you, who have spoken unto you thedvadrGod.” They were leaders among the saints,
and Paul would have the rank and file imitate thantheir confident trust in the Lord Jesus Christ:
“whose faith follow, considering the end of theimwersation:"—

8, 9.Jesus Chrigt, the same yesterday, and today, and forever. Be not carried about with divers and
strange doctrines.

Do not believe one thing today and another thinrgawow; be not carried about, like the thistle-
down in the wind. Have a faith of your own, knowatlyou believe, and stand to it firmly.
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9, 10.For it isa good thing that the heart is established with grace; not with meats, which have not
profited them that have been occupied therein. We have an altar,

Yes, true religion cannot exist without an altart what kind of altar is it? Is it a material alafar
from it; but “we have an altar"—

10. Whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.

They have nothing to do with it, for they are stifider the old ceremonial law; and those whose re-
ligion consists in outward rites and ceremoniesaver eat of the spiritual altar whereat spiritongin
eat, for they do not understand the Scripture,thag still serve the Mosaic tabernacle.

11-13.For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest
for sin, are burned outside the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His
own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto Him outside the camp, bearing His
reproach.

Outside the gate, was the place of Christ’s atodimth. “Outside the camp,” is the place where His
servants will find themselves most at home.

14.For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.

We cannot stop in the condemned city; we mustuiside its walls. Our Lord went out of the city to
die, and we must go outside the camp to live.

15, 16.By Himtherefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our
lips giving thanks to His name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices
God iswell pleased.

Christian people should be always doing good. Ad Saalways doing good, so we can never say
we have done all we ought to do, and will do noendéffo do good and to communicate,” that is, to
communicate of your substance, and of your chdetaélp, “forget not.”

17-19.0bey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls,
as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable
for you. Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly. But |
beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner.

The movements of God’s servants may be controlegdrayer. You cannot tell how much of bless-
ing will come to your own souls, through the mirystf you are in the habit of praying about it.elh
man, who comes up to God’s house, having prayedstmt to bless the preacher, is not likely to go
away unprofited.

20-25.Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd
of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do
Hiswill, working in you that which iswell pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory
forever and ever. Amen. And | beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of exhortation: for | have written a
letter unto you in few words. Know you that our brother Timothy is set at liberty; with whom, if he
comes shortly, | will see you. Salute all them that have the rule over you, and all the saints. They of Italy
salute you. Grace be with you all. Amen.

Does not that blessing seem to come across tharenas fresh as if we heard the apostle speak it
with his living lips? Oh, to feel it true tonigHiGrace be with you all. Amen.”

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—380, 336, 181.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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