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“Lo this, we have searched it, so it is; hear inéknow you it for your good.”
Job 5:27.

THUS closed a forcible speech by Eliphaz the Teteani may be called his “summing up.” He
virtually says, “What | have testified in the namwfemy friends is no dream of theirs. Upon this matt
we are specialists and bear witness to truth wivethave made the subject of research and experience
Lo this, we have searched it, so it is; hear it] kmow you it for your good.” By this declaratioe kets
forth his teaching with authority and presses ikoHe persuades Job to consider what he hadfsaid,
it was no hasty opinion, but the ripe fruitetperienceWhen we speak what we know we expect to be
heard.

| shall not follow Eliphaz—I am only going to bow his closing words and use them in reference to
gospel testimony which is to us a thing known aedrshed out. | shall use it in the following way.
First, our text sets fortthe qualification of the teacheHe must be a man who can say, “Lo this, we
have searched it, so it is.” Secondly, we hdneeargument with the hearers'We have searched it, so
it is; hear it, and know you it for your good.” Ataistly, we have herhe exhortation for every inquirer
who wants to know the truth concerning spirituatl @ternal things: “hear it, and know you it for you
good.”

|. To begin with, | judge that these words may welsaide THE QUALIFICATION OF THE
TEACHER. He will be poorly furnished if he cannatrin the line which Eliphaz draws in the words of
our text.

He should have, first, an intimate knowledge af $ubject How can he teach what he does not
know? When we come to talk about God and the smual,sin and the precious blood of Jesus, and the
new birth, and holiness and eternal life, the speako knows nothing about these things personally
must be a poor driveller. Let him be quiet till keows what he is to speak upon! Let him sweep
chimneys, or cobble shoes, or break stones, awiadiny other honorable calling—it will not be hones
for him to profess to be a preacher of the gospétss he is acquainted with these sacred subjects.

I know well the place of the ministry of one whaswordained to be a preacher and drew the hire of
which every true laborer is worthy. He deliverediscourse which greatly troubled the mind of arfde
named Jonathan whom | knew and esteemed. The aadkenng man went to him on the Monday and
said, “Oh, sir, your sermon last Lord’s-Day hashed me of my sleep and made me very anxious.” The
preacher answered, “I am very sorry for it, JonatHawill never preach that sermon any more. If it
troubles people, | will have no more of it, for &fe something better to do than to make people
miserable.” “But, sir,” said the young man, “yotepched about the new birth and you said we must be
born-again. In fact youtext said so. What does it mean?” He answered, “Jonathdo not know
anything about it and you are such a good felloat tram quite sure you need not be afraid. If there
anything in being born-again you had it when youemehristened. In your Baptism you were made a
child of God and an inheritor of the kingdom of Wea. That is all | know about itlt is necessary that
we say to some preachers, first of all: You musbben-again, for, if not, you cannot interpret tieaw
birth to the people. Without personal experience waill speak riddles of which you do not know the
answers! The blind will lead the blind and bothIvall into the ditch. There is a German story of a
minister who had delivered himself very earnesgigrua vital theme and after the service he wasedait
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upon by one in great distress of heart who wasl@&dn his use of language. He generally said, ;yWe
when he should have said, “I.” And so he said ortfinister, “Sir, if what you have been sayingiset
what shall we do?’He did not mean to bring the minister into it, ke use of the word, “we,”
implicated the pastor so much that he began te@lpand searching he found that he had no padtor |
in the matter, and that he had been preaching énatmself had never felt!

Have | anybody here who is doing this every Sditha& blind man who is teaching others about
color and vision? A preacher of an unknown God?Adiman sent with messages of life? You are in a
strange position, dear friend. The Lord save yowish that it might happen to you as it did to nead
friend, Mr. Haslam, whom God has blessed to thevemion of so many. He was preaching a sermon
which he did not understand and while he preachkd converted himself! By God’s grace he began to
feel the power of the Holy Spirit and the forcediine truth. He so spoke that a Methodist in the
congregation presently cried out, “The parson isveated!” And so the parson was. He admitted it} an
praised God for it; and all the people sang—

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.”
His own utterances concerning Christ crucified baén to him the power of God unto salvation! O
beloved, no man has any right to teach in the Susdhool, or preach, or pretend in any other way to
be sent of God unless he has been so taught eéfdlyeSpirit that he has an intimate acquaintanc wi
the gospel!

| must add thahe should have a personal experience oat that he can say, “Lo this, we have
searched it, so itis.” It is unseemly that an igmd man should keep a school. It is not meetdtthimb
man should teach singing. Shall an impenitent maaghrepentanc@ Shall an unbelieving man preach
faith? Shall an unholy man preach obedience to the dwmali@ Shall one that is living in sin preach of
freedom from sin? Surely any person will be an uable herald of the glad tidings of divine grackov
speaks what he has never tried and verified. Bgfouepreach again, brother, pray God to enabletgou
know in your own soul the truth of that which yoecthare. Oh, that we may be born-again and so preach
regeneration! Oh, that we may exercise faith amgh goreach it! Surely it must be so! He who would
learn to plow must not be apprenticed to one whenwarned a furrow. We must know the Lord or we
cannot teach His way.

It strikes me, next, thawvhat is needed in a successful teacher is a firnviction of the truth of
these things growing out of his having tested tf@nhimself He must say, with emphasis, “So it is.”
When | had found Christ and joined the church,ddreto teach in the Sunday school, but my litiéssl|
of boys taught me more than | taught them! | waesakmg to them, one day, about “He that believes
and is baptized shall be saved,” and one of thes Isayd to me, “Teacher, have you believed?” |
answered, “Yes.” “And have you been baptized?” “Yé$hen,” said he, “teacher, you are saved.” |
said, “l hope so0.” Years ago it was a kind of fashio say, “I hope so,” and | followed my senians i
this modest talk. The boy looked me straight in fidbee, and said, “And don’t you know, teacher?”
Well, | felt that | did know and that | ought nat lhave said, “I hope so.” So | replied, “Yes, |kdww
it.” “Of course,” said the boy, “the text says $bit ain’t true, well, of course, it ain’t true. @ if it is
true; well, it is true, and nobody nebdpeabout it.” So it was. The boy used good logic. Bueipture
says, “He that believes and is baptized shall bheda Therefore, he that believes and is baptized i
saved. That is clear enough and let not the belieag that “he hopes so,” but let him boldly asteat,

“It is so!” You promise a man to pay him five pownsbme day this week. Suppose you asked him, “Do
you expect that | shall pay you that five poundg?ie should answer, “I hope so,” you would know
what he thought of you. And it is very much the sawhen we thus speak of the Lord—we dishonor
Him when we say, “I hope so,” after He has saids‘#0.” The Lord’s Word is true. Why do you “hope”
about it? Believe it and enjoy it! But people vgth hoping and hoping, and hopping dintbing—as if

to be lame were the proper thing. They had betiebpth feet to the ground and cry, “God has d4id i
believe it! Glory be to His name, He shall haveth# praise!” “Then shall the lame man leap as an
hart.” When we teach others, we ought to havem &ionviction that what we teach is true beyond all
guestion! You cannot use a lever if you have neditulcrum. You must have a point to work upon or
you cannot lift an ounce. So, in trying to teaclotaer man, you must know that something or other is
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true. Infallibility used to be claimed for the pogmut Luther upset that nonsense. The Protesthats t
asserted that infallibility lay in the Bible andighbecame their fulcrum. It seems to me that nois it
commonly thought that infallibility lies nowhere—af there is any such thing, it is to be found amo
young green horns, fresh from college, who do mawvkA from B in theology and yet criticize the Bible
and cut it about as they choose. They are infallitdnd we must all bow down before their idol of
advanced thought! I prefer my infallible Bible, ahdhall stick to it, God helping me, knowing that
has never led me astray and believing that it new#rO dear teachers, know for a certainty whatiy
teach and, if you do not know it to be true, hotairytongues about it! If you are not sure that your
doctrine is true, be quiet till you are sure! A atry of hesitation must be ruinous to souls. WHafine
truth is held fast, then let it be held forth amd tll then.

Once more—a necessary qualification for a teacher of the L@earnestness, and good will to the
hearer We must implore each one of our hearers to gareest heed. We must cry to him with our
whole heart, “Hear it, and know you it for your globWithout love there can be no real eloquence. We
must have a burning love for the souls of men ifweaild win them for Jesus. Unless our hearts desire
their good, we may preach our tongues out, buthvedl sever bring our hearers to salvation by Christ
The best birdlime for these wild fowl is a longidgsire for their present and eternal good! Thetgrea
Savior’s heart is love, and those who are to besa¥or Him must be of a loving spirit. True lowall
do the work when everything else has failed. A@alsaés held the hearer by his heart long aftehéal
has struggled away. A preacher had managed, soméh@ffend one of his hearers and the angry man
kept away from the place of worship for many a daye preacher was not in the least aware that tie ha
given offense, but when the matter came out, het weonce to set it right. The offended person had
become settled in unbelief. The preacher went ito dnnd said that he had been sorry to miss him and
that he had been made ill by learning that he leabime an unbeliever. Tears were in his eyes and his
voice was half choked as he said, “Do you knowenfdi David, | cannot sleep at nights for thinking
about you? | am so concerned about your soul tbahmot rest unless you are converted.” The man had
grown into the habit of blasphemy, and if he hadrbaddressed in any other way he would have cursed
the minister, and told him to go about his busindsg that touch of real affection did it. “You,
concerned abouy soul? Then it is time that | became concerned taiboiwo’—that was the reasoning
which passed through David’s mind. Oh, do let welour hearers! Let us love them to Jesus! These ar
the bands that draw men to Jesus—the bands of lave!these are the cords thaild them to the
Savior—the cords of a man! We must wish our peéplbear the truth of God, not because we have
prepared discourses which we cannot afford to wagten an empty chapel, but because we feel sure
that if they will hear the gospel it will do theno@d and save their souls! We must sigh and cryher
souls of our hearers! We must preach with intent that intent must not fall short of their eternal
salvation! We must go as with a sword in our bdribae see our hearers yield their hearts to Jesus

Knowledge of our subject avails not without loweour hearers! There are three ways of knowing,
but only one sort is truly worth having. Many laltorknow merely that they may knolhese are like
misers who gather gold that they may count it adlé it away in holes and corners. This is the a@eari
of knowledge—in some respects less mean than gréepbld and yet of the same order of vices.
Selfishness makes men anxious to know. Mentalségléiss urges them to toils most wearisome. Yet
there may be much of this hoarded knowledge wheseetis no wisdom. Poor is the ambition to know;
to know more than others, to know more today thankwew yesterday; to know what no one else
knows. What of all this? To know, to know—this fetone thing with those who, like the horseleech
live only to suck and to be swollen. To what pug@s knowledge buried in the brain like a crock of
gold buried in a ditch? Such knowledge turns stagnike water shut up in a close pond—above
mantled with rank weeds, and below putrid, or @flloathsome life. A second class aspi@&now that
others may know that they knoWwo be reputed wise is the heaven of most morfalsvin a degree and
wear half-a-dozen letters of the alphabet at tleafryour name is the glory and immortality of many
To me the fashion seems cumbersome and vexatiatuthdgrand use of these appended letters i to le
the world know that this is a man who knows mormntithe average of his fellows. After all, it is no
very great thing to make your neighbors aware Vioat are somebody in scientific circles. It is more
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magnanimous to do without the certificates andfd¢ks find out for themselves that you possess
unusual information. One does not eat merely thiadrs may know that you have had your dinner and
one should not know merely to have it known that kaow. Why not wear letters after your name to
signify that you own half a million of money, orrfia a thousand acres of land, or fatten a hundrgd™ho
This is the grand end of wearisome days and nigids$;the knowing ones may know that you know!

The third kind of knowledge is the one worth havibearn to know that you may make other people
know This is not the avarice but trmmmerceof knowledge. Acquire knowledge that you may
distribute it! Light the candle, but put it not werch bushel. Some are much buried under that hudlyel
friend was half inclined to say a word or two fos lord but he did not, for he remembered the big
bushel marked, “TIMIDITY & Co.,” and so he kept hight out of the way. Destroy that bushel, sirice i
destroys your usefulness! If God has given youraliea let it burn and shine, for light is giventleges
may see it. If God has lighted you from on high,rad deny your light to any far or near. Know that
others may know! Be taught that you may teach! Tiaiding is gainful to all who engage in it.

Thus much upon the first point—the qualificatioh a teacher is intimate knowledge, personal
experience, confidence, earnestness, and good will.

Il. Secondly, THE ARGUMENT FOR THE HEARER—"Lo this, ave searched it, so it is.”

The argument directed to the hearer is the expegi®f many, confirming the statement of one—
“We have searched it, so it is.” Bacon has taughfram a mass of agreeing testimonies to infer a
general truth. We are not, now, so foolish as taipea theory and then hunt for facts to suppoitd,
but we gather the facts, first, and then deducehbery from them. So here the three friends haadem
ample research and have arrived at certain cowcisisiand they urge this reasoning upon Job.
Unrenewed men cannot know much about Christ and#&lisation unless it is through the testimonies of
their friends who have felt the power of divine agalt is ours, therefore, to be witnesses for €ta
them, that they also may believe the truth of Gdattv can save their souls.

Without further preface | should like to bear nwropersonal witness to a few things about which |
am fully persuaded. | am not afraid of dogmatisot, llshall speak very positively, since | can sy
this, we have searched it, so it is.”

And my first witness is thatin is an evil and a bitter thind think, my dear brothers and Sisters in
Christ, | may speak for you and say, “We have $eatdhis out, and we know that it is so.” We have
seen sin prove injurious to our fellow men. “Whas hvaoe, who has redness of eyes? They that tarry
long at the wine; men of strength to mingle strdnigk”; from where comes much of beggary but from
dissipation; from where comes much of deadly disdag from uncleanness of life? Is not half the
misery in the world the direct and distinct resafitvice? | will not harrow up your feelings by tely
you of young men and young women who set out ftteebéhings, but who turned aside to vice and thus
brought evil diseases into their bones. We coulshwo forget their cries and moans with which they
appalled us when they found that wild oats hadetodaped and that each ear of those sheaves was as
flake of fire. By-and-by the guilty soul has to mé&s God—and what will be its terror! We know of
ourselves, and in ourselves, that sin is a senpbhose tooth infuses poison into the wound it makas.
brought some of us very low and nothing but alnygirace restored us. It made some of us sit between
the jaws of despair and question whether it wowtile better to put an end to our lives than cometin
to exist in such horrible gloom. Sin is that indggig® which deals in racks and fires and all manofer
infernal tortures. No misery can for a moment bmpared with the torment which follows upon sin!
We get neither pleasure nor profit by sin, thoughay dupe us with the name of both. Sin is “ewmily
evil and that continually.” This we have searchau so it is. We wish that others who are beginning
life would accept our testimony and withhold thiset from the paths of the destroyer. It cannot be
necessary that everybody should taste the poispra-ouay not our mournful experience of sin’s evil
effects suffice for you? Sirs, you may search tbegmborhood of sin from end to end, but you will
never find a living joy therein. Therefore, fleern it, by God’s grace.

| wish, next, to testify to the fact thegpentance of sin and faith in the Lord Jesus Ghrighg a
wonderful rest to the heart and work a marvelouange in the whole life and charactdrhere is such
a thing as the new birth, for we have been bornragend this not a mere fancy or sentiment; b is
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plain matter of fact. We know what it is to havesgad from death unto life as surely as we know the
difference between night and morning. Young manghgu any doubt about this? Will my testimony
be of any use to you? Do you think | would stantehknowingly, and tell you what is false? | homaiy

do me justice and admit that | aim at speakingtth#! There is such a thing as having the taslles a
altered, the desires all changed, the fears remdtedhopes elevated, the passions subdued, the wil
conquered, the affections purified and the minccsted. There is such a thing as having perfest re
about all the past because sin is forgiven; perestt about the future, because we have commitied o
all to the hands of Christ who is able to keepans] peace as to the present, because we beloagus. J

| speak for thousands in this place tonight wheayl that repentance towards God and faith in owud Lo
Jesus Christ bestow on men a wonderful delightteargsform their characters by the Holy Spirit! That
is worth knowing, is it not? Believe for yourselvasd realize personally the power of faith. “We dnav
searched it, so it is; hear it, and know you ityfour good.”

Next, we beg to bear our witness to the fact pinayer is heard of Gadf it were possible for me to
tell you the many instances in which God has heargrayers, you would, in your kindness, follow me
a considerable way. But | should have to draw sgelg upon your faith that before | came to the,end
you would feel compelled to doubt. Nor should Irb&ayou. Truth is stranger than fiction and if yoa a
not familiar with prayer, you will think me a madratic! In matters in reference to the Stockwell
Orphanage | have seen the Lord’s hand very conspsty in times of need. When money has run short
and there have been hundreds of children to befét, and prayer have filled our coffers! Wellyssi
men of the world may say it is all fancy and lawght as a spiritual dream; but fancies do not load
tables and feed children and supply thousands wifigsl Will one of you make the attempt? Will you
provide for our five hundred orphans for a monthdbgams and fancies? We have known times of close
pinching and have waited upon God; and in a shoe He has sent us abundant relief and there are
brethren on this platform who would willingly beaitness. If there is no prayer-hearing God, we have
played the fool! And yet no other sort of foolergshever produced such surprising results! Rivew
that God hears prayer! We are personally sure béaause we have tried it for ourselves. | wish tha
anybody here who is in doubt about it would try plogver of prayer. Go to God in prayer; yes, evem yo
that are unconverted, and see whether the Lord neill hear you! Somebody says, “Surely that is
unsound advice! How can the unconvenpealy?” Let me tell you a story. | was preaching, years, &g
the Sunday school children of a certain countryntavihere the people were Calvinistic, and a point or
two more. They received 16 ounces to the pountdefjpspel and they liked an ounce or two above full
weight. | made the observation to the children tiefbre | had been renewed by divine grace, |, as a
child, was in trouble, and | went to God in supation, and He helped me. | need not repeat the
circumstances, but it seemed to me that the Loatcheny childish pleading and helped me. This
experience led me to feel that there was a reialiprayer, for God had heard me.

When | came out from the chapel where | had maetiothis circumstance, a number of grave
persons who were both sound and sour in the fagbet me round about like bees. They began asking,
“How can a natural man pray a spiritual prayer? Han God accept a prayer which is merely natural,
since He is a Spirit? If prayer is not worked bg tholy Spirit, it is an idle form,” and so on, asd on.

It is difficult to conceive how many quibbles caa imade upon one point. | was about 20 years of age,
but | did my best to defend myself, for | had sfiadefact, and a fact is a stubborn thing. At artg,rb
held my own, but | do not know that | should havenvthe victory if | had been left alone. A grand ol
woman in a red cloak pressed forward into the neidofl the ring, and addressed the doubly-sound
brethren whom she knew better than | did. With lamoat prophetic air she looked on them and said, “O
fools, and slow of heart to come here and quibbth this young servant of the Lord! Listen to mealan
be convinced, and go home in silence. Does nottiné hear the young ravens when they cry? Do they
pray spiritual prayers? Does the Holy Spirit work prayer in thelihn@od hears the natural prayers of
crying ravens, will He not hear the cries of chelal?” This was fine. The adversaries vanished ouotyf
sight. There was no overcoming a statement so t8caip God does hear prayer! We bear our witness to
that fact with all our strength and therefore wg ahout it—"Lo this, we have searched it, so ithear

it, and know you it for your good.”
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Another testimony we would like to bear, namehgtbbedience to the Lord, though it may involve
present loss, is sure to be the most profitables®ior the believing man to takié you will serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, you will not find your road sthooth, but you will find it more pleasant thanvaeg
the devil. Satan said of Job, “Does Job fear Geochéithing? Have not You made an hedge about him
and about all that he has?” It was most true, batliord God might have answered the devil, “Would
you have My servants unrewarded? It is from yout $kavice meets no reward but death. Do you think |
would have you able to say, ‘God’s servants serira fér nothing. Even Job gets no return for his
faithful obedience’?” Beloved, we may not expecirigdiate success in business because we walk in the
path of integrity. We may, for a time, be losers liBing honest and may miss many a chance by
abhorring deception. But we do not measure thingthe inch and by the ounce when we come to deal
with eternal matters. Brothers and sisters, herdearee the clock and its ticking and speak of tloeyg
and Immortality which belong to the infinite andetleternal! Coming into those larger regions, we
declare that nothing can be obtained worth getiyng lie, or by a trick, or by falling into sin. @most
profitable course in life that any man can takéoislo the right in every case. If it should involess,
do right and suffer the consequences; for ther@trer compensating consequences which will make a
man a gainer by uprightness—even if he should tlheelothes from his back. To have done right is to
have a well-spring of joy within the heart. Someusfhave tried this and are sure about it. Theze ar
aged persons here who can tell you that they owgything in life to having been enabled, by thecgra
of God, to act uprightly in their youth. | know omdo is at this moment in a fine position, whose lin
life dates from the moment when his employer badeday that he was not at home and he answered,
“Sir, | could not sayhat | cannot tell a lie.” From that day his promotionthe office was constant and
rapid. Another felt himself unable to cast up titen’s accounts on Sunday but before long was so
prized that nobody would have suggested such @ tioirhim. A straightforward course is the nearest
way to success. We bear our testimony that riglsteess is the best course. B&anotsay, “Honesty is
the best policy; we have tried both that and tmgw-and honesty pays best.” But, for all that, itiyo
consider the law of the Lord you will be considgriour own interests. Take notice of this testimeny
righteousness is wisdom. A straight line is thertdsd way between any two places. “Lo this, we have
searched it, so it is; hear it, and know you ityfour good.”

| have many things to say, but our hours fly like cherubim—each one has six wings. We beg to
say thatthe old-fashioned gospel is able to save men araimken enthusiasm in their sauléere—
here is the best proof! Look around upon this \wsstembly! Have we any music, any candles, any
millinery? Have we anything here to attract pedplié simply the preaching of the old, old gospel? Ou
service is so severely simple as to be cdime Have | varied from the old way and the old faitpes,
by even an eighth part of a hair's breadth? Hawetl kept to the gospel and set it forth in simple
language? Lo, here | come to the end of 37 yeatdafore me are the same multitudes of people as at
the first! Young preacher, you will not need angthbut Christ Jesus should you be spared to prasch
long as | have done. When everybody seems to sdyotthodoxy is spun out, God will send us a
revival and the despised doctrines of grace wiltdoéhe front again and Christ shall make them His
chariot in which He will ride forth conquering atal conquer! Behold, even at this day a company of
the poorest of the people proclaim the gospekimatighest form and preach it in our streets amelsia-
and the crowd is stirred as it never is by any otheme! Notwithstanding all the infidelity of thienes,
faith is still lifting the standard! Hold to theifia and to the cross! Preach sin down—preach Chpst
Preach the atoning sacrifice! Preach in the powéneHoly Spirit! Such preaching is sufficient fibre
purposes of salvation! “Lo this, we have searchesbiit is; hear it, and know you it for your gobd

lll. 1 close, now, with our third point—we have HERE THEXHORTATION TO THE
INQUIRER. What do we say to him? This—"We have skad it, so it ishear it” | need hardly
address that exhortation to most of the presergnalsly. Hear it you do—with a delight which is
remarkable. But you know how matters tend in Lonolothese sad days. The masses of the people will
not come to hear of Jesus and His love. They qitess by a street preacher and have no curiosity to
know what it is which has brought him out into thy@en air. But oh, if you wish to be saved, hear the
gospel! Let nothing keep you away from God'’s saagtwhere the real gospel is proclaimed. Heaf it! |

6 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 36




Sermon #2175 “So It Is” 7

it is not preached exactly in the style which yoawd prefer, nevertheless, hear it! “Faith comes by
hearing.” Come out on Sunday morning, you workirenrthat are sitting at home in your shirt-sleeves.
Come out and hear! | cannot make out what somewofdp—you work hard all the week round—and
when the day of rest arrives, you have no hopeeaién and no hunger after salvation! life is a poor
thing if it ends here. Do you believe that all yoan possess is to be had on this side the gravealt
poor situation. Do you fancy that your life can bething better than an endless turning of the
grindstone? Were you born merely to toil for ddihgad? Is there nothing higher and better? If you s
that you will die like dogs, | dare not think soanéy of you as you think of yourselves. You havéyon
begun to exist! You have to live forever! You wakist in eternity as surely as God shall live, worl
without end! Shall it be an immortality of happieg®sr an eternal existence of woe? Do, | pray you,
think about this—and if there is a gospel, (and kpaw there is), then hear it, hear it, hear litbly the
hearing of it God sends you faith and faith gresgigation!

The next thing that we say ikrfowit.” Hear it andknowit—go on hearing it until you know it! If
you cannot quite attain to knowing it by hearingéad your Bibles and seek the Lord till you amdm
to know the sublime secret. Ask Christian men amdnen to explain difficulties to you so you may
know it. By getting a clear view of the plan of\vation, know what you must do to be saved. If you d
not know anything else, know this essential matt@nrist crucified is the most precious piece of
knowledge which you can ever come at. To know Clwsiife eternal! Look to Him till you see in Him
your life, your love, your God, your heaven, yollr Blessed is the man that finds this wisdom, lier
has found an endless blessedness.

Our text means-+know it in a particular way“Know you itfor your good’ The devil knows a great
deal. He knows more than the most intelligent gflug he knows nothing for his good. All that he
knows sours into evil within his rebellious natufidere is a way of knowing a great deal and yet of
getting no good out of it. Like Samson’s lion whikhd a mass of honey within it and yet had never
tasted the sweetness of it, for it wadeadlion. You may have all the knowledge of Solomonl et
you may know nothing for your good, but end youygwith the terrible wailing, “Vanity of vanities!
All is vanity!”

How is a man to know anything for his good? Tmewledge must first ba practical knowledge
Does the Word say, “Repent”? If you want to knowatvrepentance means, repent at once. You need
not go to the Catechism or to the Creed for a defm—repent, and you know what repentance means!
Be changed in mind, confess your sin and forsakeeitsorry for sin. See the wrong of it. Quit itoY
will know what repentance is when you have repenfegbu want to know what faith is, believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ and when you have believed, yitiikkmow what believing is. The best way to know
a virtue is to practice it! Somebody said, “Whathe best way to tell a sinner the way of salvation
The answer given was, “The best way to tell hirtoisell him.” So it is. The very best way to eatuyo
dinner is to eat it. We get confounding and comfgurselves with trivial distinctions, whereas hasl
better throw distinctions to the dogs and get td-sonning! You will never catch hares with drunmr
souls with controversies. Come to Jesus, Sinnerh&€to Jesus! Believe in Jesus, Sinner! Believe in
Jesus at once! “He that does His will shall know&f doctrine.” You will know the truth of God when
from the heart, you have obeyed it. God help yoaxercise this practical faith at once. “Know you i
for your good.”

To know a thing for our good is to knowfdr ourselves“Know you it for your good.” | find that
one rendering is, “Know it for yourself.” Anotheram's God is no God to me; He must be, “My Lord
and my God.” Another man’s Christ is no Christ jmu; He must reveal Himself to you personally.
Another man’s faith is no faith for you. God mustyour God. Christ must be your Christ and théhfait
that saves you must be your own faith. God graat thmay be so; then you will know the Lord
personally for your good.

| must add that we only know things for our goodew weknow them believinglyTo a sinner a
promise is as dark as a threat if he does notueelte Christ, to an unbelieving sinner, is simpljudge.
Christ’s very death becomes “a savor of death dettth” to the unbeliever and it cannot be “a safor
life unto life” to him unless it is mixed with f&it When you believe in Jesus, there is a vein ahdi
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grace for you in every doctrine of the Bible. Yawkv the promise of the Lord and you know it for you
good when you humbly believe that it is so, and biyntake it to yourself because you are resting in
Christ.

| would to God that many here would know thesadhifor their good! If they did, | should be
happy, indeed, and so would they!

Now | have done, but | should like to say thighiére is nothing in religion, why do you come ltere
If there is salvation in believing in Christ, whgeayou not saved? You say there is a hell. Whyyate
going there? You know that there is a heaven. Whyau not preparing for it? You know that there is
a Christ whose wounds bleed salvation; why arengidooking to Him? Is it all to be play, this rgilbn
of yours—going to meetings, sitting in your seaisq listening to the preacher? | would rather bnsi
than be fiddling to your dancing, or go through #esvice merely to spend a Sabbath in a decorous
manner. Sirs, if you are not saved what shall | W4t shall 1 do? If you are saved, we will meet in
heaven and we will praise God forever, each ongspaind our Lord shall have all the glory. Butafuy
are lost! If you are lost—I cannot come to you, nan you come to me; no matter what | do for you
before the great gulf divides us. What? What shally when | render in my account? Shall | tell the
Lord that you were not saved because | was afeaidlt you that there was a hell and | kept bacérev
threatening doctrine and tried to make things @etfr you, whether you were saved or not? | could
not make that profession even if it could save ygmuls, for it would not, in any measure, be true!

“l have not shunned to declare unto you the wicolensel of God” as far as | know it. God is my
witness and so are your consciences that | hawgetbfor your conversion! You that have heard me
these years, if you are lost, it will not be fockeof pleading with, nor for lack of instructionpmfrom
lack of entreaties! O souls, why will you die? Wil you keep on procrastinating and crying,
“Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow”? Why shouidalways be tomorrow? There will be no
tomorrow of hope for you when once you are loséek-lnow, to Christ! | pray you, by the living God
and by the heaven which He gives to those who \aelie Christ, hasten to Jesus! Trust yourselves to
Jesus now! By that dreadful doom which will suréyl on every man who dies rejecting Christ, |
beseech you, flee from the wrath to come! Lordngtiaat it may be so, for Jesus’ sake! Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Job 5.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—245, 23 (VERS. Ill), 757.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON:
[The following note from Mr. Spurgeon was readted Tabernacle last Lord’s-Day. The publishers $eeé that
sermon readers everywhere will pray for the speedgvery of the suffering preacher.]

DEAR FRIENDS—I have been in great pain day andtnadjithis week. | earnestly entreat your pray@s] am
brought very low.
Yours ever heartily,

C. H. SPURGEON.
Mentone, November 20, 1890.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574_Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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