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“Jesus, when He had cried again with a loud voiggelded up the ghost. And, behold,
the vell of the temple was rent in two from theptto the bottom.”
Matthew 27:50-51.

“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter intbe holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new arnthty way,
which He has consecrated for us, through the véilat is to say, His flesh.”
Hebrews 10:19-20.

THE death of our Lord Jesus Christ was fitly sunded by miracles, yet it is itself so much greater
a wonder than all besides, that it as far exceeels tas the sun outshines the planets which surnbund
It seems natural enough that the earth should qula&etombs should be opened, and that the véfieof
temple should be rent, when He who only has imnlityrtgives up the ghost. The more you think of the
death of the Son of God, the more will you be ardasat. As much as a miracle excels a common fact,
so does this wonder of wonders rise above all r@saof power. That the divine Lord, even though
veiled in mortal flesh, should condescend to bgesuilto the power of death, so as to bow His head o
the cross, and submit to be laid in the tomb, is@gnmysteries the greatest. The death of Jeshe s t
marvel of time and eternity, which, as Aaron’s swhllowed up all the rest, takes up into itselfiedis-
er marvels.

Yet the rending of the veil of the temple is nahaacle to be lightly passed over. It was made of
“fine twined linen, with cherubims of cunning wotK.his gives the idea of a substantial fabric, ecpi
of lasting tapestry, which would have endured #wegest strain. No human hands could have torn that
sacred covering, and it could not have been dividatle midst by any accidental cause, yet, strdoge
say, on the instant when the holy person of Jesssrent by death, the great veil which concealed th
holiest of all was “rent in two from the top to thettom.” What did it mean? It meant much more than
can tell you now.

It is not fanciful to regard it as a solemn actradurning on the part of the house of the Lord hia t
East, men express their sorrow by rending theimgats, and the temple, when it beheld its Maser di
seemed struck with horror, and rent its veil. Sleackt the sin of man, indignant at the murder of it
Lord, in its sympathy with Him who is the true tempf God, the outward symbol tore its holy vest-
ment from the top to the bottom. Did not the mieaglso mean that from that hour the whole system of
types, and shadows, and ceremonies had come tod@nTée ordinances of an earthly priesthood were
rent with that veil. In token of the death of thereamonial law, the soul of it quit its sacred sayiand
left its bodily tabernacle as a dead thing. Thalelispensation is over. The rent of the veil sekitoe
say—"“Henceforth God dwells no longer in the thickldhess of the Holy of Holies, and shines forth no
longer from between the cherubim. The special el is broken up, and there is no inner sanctuary
for the earthly high priest to enter; typical atorents and sacrifices are at an end.”

According to the explanation given in our second,tthe rending of the veil chiefly meant that the
way into the holiest, which was not before made ifeatjy was now laid open to all believers. Once in
the year the high priest solemnly lifted a cornkethis veil with fear and trembling, and with bloadd
holy incense he passed into the immediate presendehovah, but the tearing of the veil laid opes t
secret place. The rent from top to bottom giveslanspace for all to enter who are called of God’s
grace, to approach the throne, and to commune tivéhEternal One. Upon that subject | shall try to
speak this morning, praying in my inmost soul thad and |, with all other believers, may have bold-
ness actually to enter into that which is withie treil at this time of our assembling for worsHih,
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that the Spirit of God would lead us into the neafellowship which mortal men can have with the In
finite Jehovah!

First, this morning, | shall ask you to consigédrat has been don&he veil has been rent. Secondly,
we will remembemvhat we therefore havaye have “boldness to enter into the holiest bylloed of
Jesus.” Then, thirdly, we will consideow we exercise this gracee “enter by the blood of Jesus, by a
new and living way, which He has consecrated fotlusugh the vell, that is to say, His flesh.”

l. First, think of WHAT HAS BEEN DONE. In actual histoal fact the glorious veil of the temple
has been rent in two from the top to the bottormg asatter of spiritual fact, which is far more innamt
to us the separating legal ordinance is abolish&tiere was under the law this ordinance—that no ma
should ever go into the holiest of all, with theecgxception of the high priest, and he but oncthén
year, and not without blood. If any man had attesdpb enter there he must have died, as guilty of
great presumption and of profane intrusion intogberet place of the Most High. Who could stand in
the presence of Him who is a consuming fire? Thinance of distance runs all through the law, for
even the holy place, which was the vestibule ofHlbéy of Holies, was for the priests alone. Thecpla
of the people was one of distance. At the very firstitution of the law when God descended upen Si
nai, the ordinance was, “You shall set bounds timopeople round about.” There was no invitation to
draw near. Not that they desired to do so, formimeintain was together on a smoke, and “even Moses
said, | exceedingly fear and quake.” “The Lord samtio Moses, Go down, charge the people, lest they
break through unto the Lord to gaze, and many eftiperish.” If so much as a beast touch the moun-
tain it must be stoned, or thrust through with g.dBhe spirit of the old law was reverent distande-
ses, and here and there a man chosen by God, ougte near to Jehovah, but as for the bulk of the
people, the command was, “Draw not near here.” WherLord revealed His glory at the giving of the
law, we read—"When the people saw it, they remowed stood afar off.” All this is ended. The pre-
cept to keep back is abrogated, and the invitaspfiCome unto Me, all you that labor and are heavy
laden.” “Let us draw near” is now the filial spiat the gospel. How thankful | am for this! Whabog it
is to my soul' Some of God’s people have not yatized this gracious fact, for still they worshifaa
off. Very much of prayer is to be highly commendedits reverence, but it has in it a lack of chikd
confidence. | can admire the solemn and statelgdage of worship which recognizes the greatness of
God, but it will not warm my heart nor express mwlsuntil it has also blended with the joyful neasa
of that perfect love which casts out fear, and wess to speak with our Father in heaven as a child
speaks with its father on earth. My brother, nd renains. Why do you stand afar off, and tremiie |
a slave? Draw near with full assurance of faithe Vil is rent; access is free. Come boldly totbiene
of grace. Jesus has made you near, as near toGoeta He Himself is. Though we speak of the hblies
of all, even the secret place of the Most High, et of this place of awe, even of this sanctuaifrye-
hovah, that the veil is rent; therefore, let noghimnder your entrance. Assuredly no law forbide,yaut
infinite love invites you to draw near to God.

This rending of the veil signified, alsthe removal of the separating siin is, after all, the great
divider between God and man. That veil of blue pagple and fine twined linen could not really sepa-
rate man from God; for He is, as to His omnipresenot far from any of us. Sin is a far more efiett
wall of separation; it opens an abyss betweenitiresand his Judge. Sin shuts out prayer, andgeyrai
and every form of religious exercise. Sin makes @atk contrary to us, because we walk contrary to
Him. Sin, by separating the soul from God, caupe#gal death, which is both the effect and theale
ty of transgression. How can two walk together gxdkey be agreed? How can a holy God have fel-
lowship with unholy creatures? Shall justice dweith injustice? Shall perfect purity abide with the
abominations of evil? No, it cannot be. Our LordukeChrist put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself
He takes away the sin of the world, and so theigaint. By the shedding of His most precious 8loo
we are cleansed from all sin, and that most gracmomise of the new covenant is fulfilled—*Their
sins and their iniquities will | remember no mor&/hen sin is gone, the barrier is broken down ute
fathomable gulf is filled. Pardon, which removes, sand justification, which brings righteousness,
makes up a deed of clearance so real and so cantpbldtnothing now divides the sinner from his rec-
onciled God. The Judge is now the Father; He, wioeanust necessarily have condemned, is found
justly absolving and accepting. In this double setle veil is rent; the separating ordinance i®gdir
ed, and the separating sin is forgiven.
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Next, be it remembered thtite separating sinfulness is also taken away thinooigr Lord Jesuslt
is not only what we havdone,but what weare that keeps us apart from God. We have sin engramed
us; even those who have grace dwelling in them btawemplain, “When | would do good, evil is pre-
sent with me.” How can we commune with God with eyes blinded, our ears stopped, our hearts
hardened, and our senses deadened by sin? Our matate is tainted, poisoned, perverted by evily ho
can we know the Lord? Beloved, through the deatbusfLord Jesus the covenant of grace is estab-
lished with us, and its gracious provisions ardlos wise, “This is the covenant that | will makéttw
them after those days, says the Lord; | will put lslys into their mind, and write them in their hedr
When this is the case, when the will of God is i on the heart, and the nature is entirely ghdn
then is the dividing veil which hides us from Gadken away, “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they
shall see God.” Blessed are all they that lovetegusness and follow after it, for they are in g \va
which the Righteous One can walk in fellowship witlem. Spirits that are like God are not divided
from God. Difference of nature hangs up a veil, thet new birth, and the sanctification which folkow
upon it, through the precious death of Jesus, rentibat veil. He that hates sin, strives after less)
and labors to perfect it in the fear of God, idalowship with God. It is a blessed thing when laee
what God loves, when we seek what God seeks, wiearw/ in sympathy with divine aims, and are
obedient to divine commands, for with such perseitighe Lord dwell. When grace makes us partakers
of the divine nature, then are we at one with thedl.and the veil is taken away.

“Yes,” says one, “I see now how the veil is takevaw in three different fashions, but still God is
God, and we are but poor puny men; between Godramdthere must of necessity be a separating veil,
caused by the great disparity between the Creatittze creature. How can the finite and the indinit
commune? God is all in all, and more than all; we @othing, and less than nothing, how can we
meet?” When the Lord does come near to His favoress, they own how incapable they are of endur-
ing the excessive glory. Even the beloved John S&itien | saw Him, | fell at His feet as dead.” Whe
we have been especially conscious of the presemdenvarking of our Lord, we have felt our flesh
creep, and our blood chill, and then we have utdedswhat Jacob meant when he said, “How dreadful
is this place! This is none other but the hous&od, and this is the gate of heaven.” All thisriget for
the Lord says, “You cannot see My face and livdthdugh this is a much thinner veil than thosevéa
already mentioned, yet it is a veil, and it is hfodman to be at home with God. Bile Lord Jesus
bridges the separating distandg@ehold, the blessed Son of God has come into treywand taken up-
on Himself our nature! “Forasmuch then as the chiidare partakers of the flesh and blood, He also
Himself likewise took part of the same.” Though ideGod as God is God, yet is He as surely man as
man is man. Mark well how in the person of the Ldedus we see God and man in the closest conceiv-
able alliance, for they are united in one persaever. The gulf is completely filled by the facathle-
sus has gone through with us even to the bittey tendeath, even to the death of the cross. Hddtas
lowed out the career of manhood even to the tomd,thus we see that the veil, which hung between
the nature of God and the nature of man, is rettterperson of our Lord Jesus Christ. We entertimto
holiest of all through His flesh, which links mamubto Godhead.

Now you see what it is to have the veil taken avBoglemnly note, that, this avails only for believ-
ers; those who refuse Jesus refuse the only wagcodss to God. God is not approachable, except
through the rending of the veil by the death oti3e3here was one typical way to the mercy seatdf
and that was through the turning aside of the Wedre was no other. And there is now no other feay
any of you to come into fellowship with God, exceptough the rent veil, even the death of Jesus
Christ, whom God has set forth to be the propdarafior sin. Come this way, and you may come freely.
Refuse to come this way, and there hangs betweemyd God an impassable veil. Without Christ you
are without God, and without hope. Jesus Himsealtigs you, “If you believe not that | am He, you
shall die in your sins.” God grant that this may happen to any of you!

For believers the veil is not rolled up, but refe veil was not unhooked, and carefully folded up,
and put away, so that it might be put in its plateome future time. Oh, no! But the divine hanukti
and rent it from top to bottom. It can never bedwup again; that is impossible. Between those wko a
in Christ Jesus and the great God, there will né&eeanother separation. “Who shall separate us from
the love of God?” Only one veil was made, and as igrent, the one and only separator is destrdyed
delight to think of this. The devil himself can meewdivide me from God now. He may and will attempt
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to shut me out from God, but the worst he couldwiould be to hang up a rent veillhat would that
avail but to exhibit his impotence? God has rert\hil, and the devil cannot mend it. There is asdze-
tween a believer and his God, and there must be fsee access forever, since the veil is not rallpdand
put on one side to be hung up again in days to cbuotet is rent, and rendered useless.

The rent is not in one corner, but in the midstlLake tells us. It is not a slight rent through aliniwe
may see a little, but it is rent from the top te iottom. There is an entrance made for the gresitesers. If
there had only been a small hole cut through & |éisser offenders might have crept through, buatt\ah act
of abounding mercy is this, that the veil is ranthe midst, and rent from top to bottom, so thatc¢hief of
sinners may find ample passage! This also showvisfahdelievers there is no hindrance to the fulkasd
freest access to God. Oh, for much boldness, tloisiimg, to come where God has not only set open the
door, but has lifted the door from its hinges; yespoved it, post and bar, and all!

| want you to notice that this veil, when it wasitrewvas rent by God, not by man. It was not the act
of an irreverent mob, it was not the midnight ogéaf a set of profane priests; it was the act ol G
alone. Nobody stood within the veil, and on thesowide of it stood the priests only fulfilling ther-
dinary vocation of offering sacrifice. It must haastounded them when they saw that holy place laid
bare in a moment. How they fled, as they saw thegsive veil divided without human hand in a second
of time! Who rent it? Who but God Himself? If anetthad done it, there might have been a mistake
about it, and the mistake might need to be remeolyeeplacing the curtain, but if the Lord has ddne
it is done rightly, it is done finally, it is dongreversibly. It is God Himself who has laid sin Qfrist
and in Christ has put that sin away. God Himse#f t)gened the gate of heaven to believers, andipast
a highway along which the souls of men may trasdfiimself. God Himself has set the ladder between
earth and heaven. Come to Him now, you humble d@®&sold, He sets before you an open door!

II. And now | ask you to follow me, dear friends, i thecond place, to an experiential realization
of my subject. We now notice, WHAT WE HAVE, “Havirtberefore, brethren, boldness to enter into
the holiest.” Observe the threefold “having” in th@agraph now before us, and be not content withou
the whole threeWe have “boldness to enter inThere are degrees in boldness, but this is ortheof
highest. When the veil was rent it required somldress tdook within. | wonder whether the priests at
the altar did have the courage to gaze upon theyrsrat. | suspect that they were so struck with
amazement that they fled from the altar, fearinddem death. It requires a measure of boldnessilstead
to look upon the mystery of God, “Which things #egels desire to look into.” It is well not to look
with a merely curious eye into the deep things olA question whether any man is able to pry thto
mystery of the Trinity without great risk. Someintking to look there with the eyes of their natural
tellect, have been blinded by the light of that,samd have henceforth wandered in darkness. Itsneed
boldness to look into the splendors of redeemirdyedeacting love. If any did look into the holieshan
the veil was rent, they were among the boldest eh,nfior others must have feared lest the fate ®f th
men of Bethshemesh would be theirs. Beloved, thig Bpirit invites you to look into the holy place,
and view it all with reverent eye, for it is fulf teaching to you. Understand the mystery of thecyme
seat, and of the Ark of the Covenant overlaid vgtidd, and of the pot of manna, and of the tables of
stone, and of Aaron’s rod that budded. Look, looldly through Jesus Christ, but do not content your
self with looking! Hear what the text says, “Havibgldness tceenter in.” Blessed be God if He has
taught us this sweet way of no longer looking frafar, but of entering into the inmost shrine witime
fidence! “Boldness to enter in” is what we oughhtwve.

Let us follow the example of the high priest, anaying enteredet us perform the functions of one
who enters inBoldness to enter in” suggests that we act as mien are in their proper places. To
stand within the veil filled the servant of God kvdn overpoweringense of the divine presentfeever
in his life he was near to God, he was certainlgrne God then, when quite alone, shut in, andugicl
ed from all the world, he had no one with him, gtdbe glorious Jehovah. O my beloved, may we this
morning enter into the holiest in this sense! Shtfrom the world, both wicked and Christian, tist
know that the Lord is here, most near and manifebtthat we may now cry out with Hagar, “Have |
also here looked after Him that sees m@®, how sweet to realize by personal enjoymenptieeence of
Jehovah! How cheering to feel that the Lord of &astwith us! We know our God to be a very preseip
in trouble. It is one of the greatest joys out elben to be able to sing—Jehovah Shammah—the kord i
here. At first we tremble in the divine presenadt, &s we feel more of the spirit of adoption wewdreear
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with sacred delight, and feel so fully at home watlr God that we sing with Moses, “Lord, You haezb
our dwelling place in all generations.” Do not lige if God were as far off from you as the ea#tois1 the
west. Live not far below on the earth, but livetagh, as if you were in heaven. In heaven you bellwith
God, but on earth He will be with you; is there mmulifference? He has raised us up together, aneé msd
sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesugislaas made us near by His precious blood. Trpdalay
to live in as great nearness to God, as the higstpielt when he stood for awhile within the séakeJeho-
vah's tabernacle.

The high priest had sense of communion with Gdte was not only near, but he spoke with God.  can
not tell what he said, but I should think that ba special day the high priest unburdened hims$etieoload
of Israel’'s sin and sorrow, and made known his estpiunto the Lord. Aaron, standing there alonestmu
have been filled with memories of his own faultsieand of the idolatries and backslidings of thepbe
God shone upon him, and he bowed before God. Hehanag heard things, which it was not lawful for him
to utter, and other things which he could not hattered if they had been lawful. Beloved, do yowwkn
what it is to commune with God? Words are poor &elsifor this fellowship, but what a blessed thinig!
Proofs of the existence of God are altogether Beperfluous to those of us who are in the habaooivers-
ing with the Eternal One. If anybody were to wide essay to prove the existence of my wife, or ory §
certainly should not read it, except for the amusenof the thing, and proofs of the existence ofl Gothe
man who communes with God are much the same. Maypguwwalk with God; what bliss! Fellowship with
the Most High is elevating, purifying, strengthemirenter into it boldly. Enter into His revealedtights,
even as He graciously enters into yours; rise ®ptns, as He condescends to yours; ask to bigedptio
Him, even as He deigns to dwell with you.

This is what the rent of the veil brings us whenhaee boldness to enter in, but, mark you; the veiit
brings us nothing until we have boldness to enteMhy do we stand without? Jesus brings us near, a
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and withstson Jesus Christ. Let us not be slow to takeungree-
dom, and come boldly to the throne. The high predered within the veil of blue, and purple, andrket,
and fine twined linen, with blood, and with incendeat he mighpray for Israel,and there he stood before
the Most High, pleading with Him to bless the peo@ beloved, prayer is a divine institution, ahte-
longs to us. But there are many sorts of prayensrd is the prayer of one who seems shut out froaehi<G
holy temple; there is the prayer of another whadsan the court of the Gentiles afar off, lookitogvards
the Temple; there is the prayer of one who getsrevksrael stands and pleads with the God of theemo
there is the prayer in the court of the priestsgmvthe sanctified man of God makes intercessiontheubest
prayer of all is offered in the holiest of all. TTeas no fear about prayer being heard when iffesed in the
holiest. The very position of the man proves thatid accepted with God. He is standing on the sures
ground of acceptance, and he is so near to Goditha&very desire is heard. There the man is deendh
and through, for he is very near to God. His thasigite read, his tears are seen, his sighs ard,HHeahe
has boldness to enter in. He may ask what he awitl, it shall be done unto him. As the altar saiestithe
gift, so the most holy place, entered by the blobdesus, secures a certain answer to the pragerstiof-
fered therein. God give us such power in prayeid & wonderful thing that the Lord should hearkethe
voice of a man., yet are there such men? Lutheeaauhof his closet, and cried, Vici—"l have concpee”
He had not yet met his adversaries, but as he r@aaited with God for men, he felt that he shoulevail
with men for God.

But the high priest, if you recollect, after he l@unmuned and prayed with Garime out and blessed
the peopleHe put on his garments of glory and beauty, whieth&ad laid aside when be went into the holy
place, for there he stood in simple white, and imgtlelse, and now he came out wearing the breast-phd
all his precious ornaments, and he blessed thelgaebpat is what you will do if you have the boldsdo
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus; ydubless the people that surround you. The Lord bi@ssed
you, and He will make you a blessing. Your ordineoynduct and conversation will be a blessed example
the words you speak for Jesus will be like a demmfthe Lord; the sick will be comforted by your wer
the despondent will he encouraged by your faith;ltlkewarm will be recovered by your love. You wvii#,
practically, saying to each one who knows you, “Tbed bless you, and keep you; the Lord make Hig fa
shine upon you, and give you peace.” You will beeanchannel of blessing, “Out of your belly shhdinf
rivers of living water.” May we each one, have lmads to enter in, that we may come forth laden ath-
edictions!

If you will kindly look at the text, you will notie, what | shall merely hint at, thttis boldness is
well grounded! always like to see the apostle using a “theegfdiHaving thereforeboldness.” Paul is
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often a true poet, but he is always a correct lagiche is as logical as if he were dealing withhea
matics rather than theology. Here he writes ongioftherefores.”

Why is it that we have boldness? Is it not becaafseur relationship to Christ which makes us
“brethren™? “Having thereforegrethren,boldness.” The feeblest believer has as much t@knter into
the holy place as Paul had, because he is oneedirttherhood. | remember a rhyme by John Ryland,
in which he says of heaven—

“They shall all be there, the great and the small;

Poor | shall shake hands with the blessed St. Paul.
| have no doubt we shall have such a position,sareth fellowship. Meanwhile, we do shake hands with
him this morning as he calls us brethren. We ae¢hben to one another, because we are brethres to J
sus. Where we see the apostle go, we will go; rsher, where we see the Great Apostle and High
Priest of our profession enter, we will follow. “iAag therefore, boldness.”

Beloved, we have now no fear of death in the mobt place. The high priest, whoever he might be,
must always have dreaded that solemn day of atamemben he had to pass into the silent and seclud-
ed place. | cannot tell whether it is true, bualé read that there is a tradition among the Jthas,a
rope was fastened to the high priest’s foot thay tmight draw out his corpse in case he died bdfoe
Lord. | should not wonder if their superstition @¢®d such a thing, for it is an awful position foman
to enter into the secret dwelling of Jehovah. Baetaannot die in the holy place now, since Jesus has
died for us. The death of Jesus is the guaranteékeoéternal life of all for whom He died. We have
boldness to enter, for we shall not perish.

Our boldness arises from the perfection of Hisifaer Read the fourteenth verse, “He has perfect-
ed forever them that are sanctified.” We rely uploa sacrifice of Christ, believing that He was sach
perfect substitute for us, that it is not possibleus to die after our substitute has died, andwst be
accepted, because He is accepted. We believehthateécious blood has so effectually and etermmalty
away sin from us, that we are no longer obnoxiouh¢ wrath of God. We may safely stand where sin
must be smitten, if there is any sin upon us, ferare so washed, so cleansed, and so fully jusbtifiat
we are accepted in the Beloved. Sin is so compléifedd from us by the vicarious sacrifice of Gdtyi
that we have boldness to enter where Jehovah Hichsells.

Moreover, we have this for certain, that as a prresl a right to dwell near to God, we have that
privilege, for Jesus has made us kings and prigdts God, and all the privileges of the office cotne
us with the office itself. We have a mission wittie holy place; we are called to enter there Upmn
business, and so we have no fear of being intrudebgirglar may enter a house, but he does not ente
with boldness; he is always afraid lest he shoeldlrprised. You might enter a stranger’s houst-wi
out an invitation, but you would feel no boldnelsre. We do not enter the holiest as housebreakers,
nor as strangers; we come in obedience to a odilffill our office. When once we accept the stce
of Christ, we are at home with God. Where shoulthiégd be bold but in his father's house? Where
should a priest stand but in the temple of his Godwhose service he is set apart? Where should a
blood-washed sinner live but with his God, to whioenis reconciled?

It is a heavenly joy to feel this boldness! We haesv such a love for God, and such a delight in
Him, that it never crosses our minds that we aspassers when we draw near to Him. We never say,
“God, my dread,” but “God, my exceeding joy.” Hiame is the music to which our lives are set;
though God is a consuming fire we love Him as sfi@hHe will only consume our dross, and that we
desire to lose. Under no aspect is God now digtdsteus. We delight in Him, be He what He may. So
you see, beloved, we have good grounds for boldmbss we enter into the holiest by the blood of Je-
Sus.

| cannot leave this point until | have reminded ybatwe may have this boldness of entering in at
all times,because the veil is always rent, and is neveomestto its old place. “The Lord said unto Mo-
ses, Speak unto Aaron your brother, that he commatrall times into the holy place within the vié-
fore the mercy seat, which is upon the ark, thadibenot.” But the Lord says not so to us. Deafdcof
God, you may at all times have “boldness to entérTihe veil is rent both day and night. Yes, le¢ m
say it, even when your eye of faith is dim, stiiter in; when evidences are dark, still have “bekmto
enter in,” and even if you have unhappily sinnemmember that access is open to your penitent prayer
Come still through the rent veil, sinner as you &véat though you have backslidden, what though you
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are grieved with the sense of your wanderings, cemen now! “Today, if you will hear His voice,
harden not your hearts,” but enter at once, foviikeis not there to exclude you, though doubt and
belief may make you think it is so. The veil canbetthere, for it was rent in two from the top he t
bottom.

lll. My time has fled, and | shall not have space takmes | meant to do upon the last point—
HOW WE EXERCISE THIS GRACE. Let me give you theasbf what | would have said.

Let us at this hour enter into the holiest. Behblkel way! We comdy the way of atonemeritiav-
ing therefore, brethren, boldness to enter intchthleest by the blood of Jesus.” | have been maded
really ill through the fierce and blasphemous wotttlst have been used of late by gentlemen of the
modern school concerning the precious blood. | wit defile my lips by a repetition of the thrice-
accursed things which they have dared to utterentrdmpling on the blood of Jesus. Everywhere
throughout this divine Book you meet with the poers blood. How can he call himself a Christian who
speaks in flippant and profane language of the dloibatonement? My Brothers, there is no way into
the holiest, even though the veil is rent, withbldod. You might suppose that the high priest af ol
brought the blood because the veil was thereybuthave to bring it with you though the veil is gone.
The way is open, and you have boldness to enténdiwithout the blood of Jesus. It would be an un
holy boldness which would think of drawing nearGod without the blood of the great Sacrifice. We
have always to plead the atonement. As withoutdihgdof blood there is no remission of sin, so with
out that blood there is no access to God.

Next, the way by which we comeas unfailing way Please notice that word—‘byn@wway,” this
means by a way which is always fresh. The origi®i@ek suggests the idea of “newly slain.” Jesud die
long ago, but His death is the same now as at tment of its occurrence. We come to God, dear
friends, by a way which is always effectual withdsdt never, never loses one whit of its powerlires
ness—

“Dear dying lamb, Your precious blood

Shall never lose its power.”
The way is not worn away by long traffic; it is @ys new. If Jesus Christ had died yesterday, would
you not feel that you could plead His merit tod&4e?y well, you can plead that merit after theseenin
teen centuries with as much confidence as at teeHour. The way to God is always newly laid. th e
fect, the wounds of Jesus incessantly bleed outlagap. The cross is as glorious as though He were
still upon it. So far as the freshness, vigor, &mde of the atoning death is concerned, we coma by
new way. Let it be always new to our hearts. Letdoctrine of atonement never grow stale, buttlet i
have dew upon your souls.

Then the apostle adds, it is‘laving way.” A wonderful word! The way by which the high priest
went into the holy place was of course a materay,vand so a dead way. We come by a spiritual way,
suitable to our spirits. The way could not help kingh priest, but our way helps us abundantly. desu
says, “I am the way, the trutand the life.” When we come to God by this way, the way itsedie
guides, bears, brings us near. This way givedeisvith which to come.

It is a dedicated way,which He has consecrated for us.” When a new isaxpened, it is set apart
and dedicated for the public use. Sometimes a @bbliding is opened by a king or a prince, andsso
dedicated to its purpose. Beloved, the way to Gwdugh Jesus Christ is dedicated by Christ, and or-
dained by Christ for the use of poor believing si# such as we are. He has consecrated the way to-
wards God, and dedicated it for us, that we maglyrase it. Surely, if there is a road set aparinfie, |
may use it without fear, and the way to God andréedhrough Jesus Christ is dedicated by the Savior
for sinners; it is the King’'s highway for wayfarimgen, who are bound for the City of God, therefore,
let us use it. “Consecrated for us!” Blessed word!

Lastly, it isa Christly way;for when we come to God, we still come through t#ish. There is no
coming to Jehovah, except by the incarnate God. i@ddiman flesh is our way to God; the substitu-
tionary death of the Word made flesh is also thg teathe Father. There is no coming to God, except
by representation. Jesus represents us beforeadddye come to God through Him who is our cove-
nant head, our representative and forerunner béferthrone of the Most High. Let us never try tayp
without Christ; never try to sing without Chrisiwver try to preach without Christ. Let us perform n
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holy function, nor attempt to have fellowship wiBod in any shape or way, except through that rent
which He has made in the veil by His flesh, saretifor us, and offered upon the cross on our liehal

Beloved, | have done when | have just remarked upemext two verses, which are necessary to
complete the sense, but which | was obliged to ¢t morning, since there would be no time to han-
dle them. We are called to take holy freedoms @itid. “Let us draw near,” at once, “with a true lhear
in full assurance of faith.” Let us do so boldlgy fve have a great high priest. The twenty-firstsee
reminds us of this. Jesus is the great Priestwandre the sub-priests under Him, and since He usds
come near to God, and Himself leads the way, Idollew Him into the inner sanctuary. Because He
lives, we shall live also. We shall not die in ti@y place, unless He dies. God will not smite nkess
He smites Him. So, “having a high priest over tbede of God, let us draw near with a true heattlin
assurance of faith.”

And then the apostle tells us that we may not eolye with boldness, because our high priest leads
the way, but because we ourselves are prepareshfance. Two things the high priest had to do teefo
he might enter; one was, to be sprinkled with bjaod this we have, for “our hearts are sprinklednf
an evil conscience.”

The other requisite for the priests was to have thedies washed with pure water.” This we have
received in symbol in our baptism, and in realitythe spiritual cleansing of regeneration. To us ha
been fulfilled the prayer—

“Let the water and the blood,

From Your riven side which flowed,

Be of sin the double cure,

Cleanse me from its guilt and power.”
We have known the washing of water by the Word, wedhave been sanctified by the Spirit of His
grace, therefore let us enter into the holiest. Whguld we stay away? Hearts sprinkled with blood,
bodies washed with pure water—these are the ordgureparations for acceptable entrance. Come near,
beloved! May the Holy Spirit be the spirit of aced¢s you now. Come to your God, and then abide with
Him! He is your Father, your all in all. Sit downdarejoice in Him, take your fill of love, and labt
your communion be broken between here and heavéry. 3Nould it be? Why not begin today that
sweet enjoyment of perfect reconciliation and delig God which shall go on increasing in intensity
until you behold the Lord in open vision, and gomore out? Heaven will bring a great change in con-
dition, but not in our standing, if even now wenstavithin the veil. It will be only such a change a
there is between the perfect day and the daybfealye have the same sun, and the same light fh@m t
sun, and the same privilege of walking in the lighintil the day break and the shadows flee away,
turn, My beloved, and be like a roe or a young bpdn the mountains of Division.” Amen, and Amen.
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