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“Nevertheless when the Son of man comes, will Hadfifaith on the earth?”
Luke 18:8.

IT is absolutely certain that God will hear theyaa of His people. From beneath the altar soyls cr
unto Him day and night to vindicate the cause afisththe cause of truth and righteousness, amddo
down His adversary; these shall be answered syeétéife on earth, scant though the supplication may
be, yet there is a remnant according to the eleaifograce, which cease not to implore the Almighty
God to make bare His arm, and display the majdstlissWord. Though for wise and gracious purposes
the answer to those prayers may be delayed, yetsolutely certain. Shall not God avenge His own
elect, which cry day and night unto Him, though kéeps their case long in hand? Assuredly He will,
for those prayers are inspired by the Spirit, whows the mind of God; they are for the glory of God
and of His Christ, and they are presented by oceatgrigh Priest. Long-suffering keeps back the atlve
and the judgment for a while, for the Lord is nalling that any should perish, but that all shoatime
to repentance, but He will not forever delay theglexpected end. The Lord Jesus Himself givesigs th
personal assurance, “I tell you that He will avetigem speedily.” No doubt remains when Jesus says,
“I tell you.” The Lord will come, and according téis own reckoning, He will comeuickly. His reck-
oning is according to the chronology of heaven, gl the heirs of heaven ought gladly to acciefis;
fit that we keep celestial time even now.

Brethren, let not your hearts fail you as to thiemate issue of the present conflict. “The Lordlsha
reign forever and ever. Hallelujah.” The idols Hel$ utterly abolish. Antichrist shall be overthnow
like a millstone cast into the sea, it shall faldabe no more. The heathen shall be our Lord’srinhe
itance, and the uttermost parts of the earth $lgallis possession. He must reign until all enersinedl
be put under His feet. If the present contest shbalcontinued century after century, be not welaig.
only long to your impatience; it is a short work@od. So grand a volume of the book as this, which
contains the history of redemption, may well regurlong time for its unrolling, and to such poeaa-
ers as we are the spelling of it out word by wormyraeem an endless task, but we shall yet conts to i
close, and then we shall find that, like the BobPsalms, it ends in hallelujahs.

The matter to be questioned is not what God will lslat what men will do. Faithfulness is estab-
lished in the very heavens, but what of faithfulhapon the earth? The part that God allots to tisais
we believe His word, for so shall we be establistied the child’s part to trust his father; ittlse disci-
ple’s part to accept the teaching of his MasteasAHow little there is of it at this moment! Knowi
the feebleness of the faith of those around Hind, faneseeing that future generations would partgke
the same folly, the Savior gave utterance to thésnarable question, “When the Son of man comes,
shall He find faith on the earth?” God is faithfolt are men faithful? God is true, but do we halie
Him? This is the point, and it is upon this thahhll speak this morning as the Holy Spirit shalphme.

l. 1 notice with regard to our text, first, that IT FEMARKABLE IF WE CONSIDER THE PER-
SON MENTIONED AS SEARCHING FOR FAITH, “When the Soh man comes, shall He find faith
on the earth?”

When Jesus comes He will look for precious faith has more regard for faith than for all elsa th
earth can yield Him. Our returning Lord will carething for the treasures of the rich or the horairs
the great. He will not look for the abilities weveamanifested, or the influence we have acquired, b
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He will look for our faith. It is His glory that Hes “believed on in the world,” and to that He whihve
respect. This is the jewel for which He is searghihhis heavenly merchantman counts faith to be the
pearl of great price—faith is precious to Jesugz@tas to us. The last day will be occupied withiraat
scrutiny, and that scrutiny will be made upon tlssemtial point—where is there faith, and where is
there no faith? He that believes is saved; he libhéves not is condemned. A search warrant will be
issued for our houses and our hearts, and theringili be: Where is your faith? Did you honor Cétri

by trusting His word and His blood, or did you nétiel you glorify God by believing His revelationdn
depending upon His promise, or did you not? The taat our Lord, at His coming, will seek for faith
should cause us to think very highly of faith.dtno mere act of the intellect, it is a grace ef Holy
Spirit which brings glory to God and produces okede in the heart. Jesus looks for it because He is
the proper object of it, and it is by means ohdttHis great end in His first advent is carried. @ear
hearers, conceive for a minute that our Savioe&ahing for faith now. “His eyes behold, His egsli
try, the children of men.” This is the gold He seelfter amid the quartz of our humanity. This is th
objective of His royal quest—“Do you believe in therd Jesus Christ?”

When our Lord comes and looks for faikhe will do so in His most sympathetic characteur text
asks not, “When the Son @od comes,” but “Wherthe Son of marcomes, will He find faith on the
earth?” It is peculiarly as the Son of man thaudesill sit as a refiner to discover whether wedawue
faith or not. He also as the Son of man displaeith in God. In the Epistle to the Hebrews it ismme
tioned as one of the points in which He is made likto His brethren, that He said, “I will put Myt
in Him.” The life of Jesus was a life of faith—flaitwhich cried, “My God, My God,” even when He was
forsaken. His was, on a grander scale than oueshdktle of faith in the great Father, waged agaifis
the rebellions influences which were in array agahkim. He knows what fierce temptations men expe-
rience, for He has felt the same. He knows how w@es the faithful, and what faith is needed to be
able to say, “Man shall not live by bread alond, lpuevery word that proceeds out of the mouth ofl G
shall man live.” He knows how elevation tests tbelsfor He once stood on the pinnacle of the templ
and heard the infernal whisper, “Cast Yourself dofen He shall give His angels charge over You.” He
knows what faith means in contradistinction to ladaconfidence which misreads the promise, and for-
gets the precept altogether. He will not err ingjoneéént, and accept brass for gold. He knows whattd
be tempted with the proffer of honor and gain, “thiése things will | give You,” said the fiend, "Yfou
will fall down and worship me.” He knows how faiguts all the glory of the world away with its one
brave and prompt utterance, “Get you hence, Sébant is written, You shall worship the Lord your
God, and Him only shall you serve.” Beloved, whesuk comes as the Son of man He will recognize
our weaknesses, He will remember our trials, Hé kvibw the struggle of our hearts, and the sorrow
which an honest faith has cost us. He is best fip@lio put the true price upon tried faith, sedfrging
faith, and long-enduring faith. He will discern Wween the men who presume and the men who believe;
the men who dote upon vain delusions, and thosefaltov the plain path of God’s own word.

Further, 1 would have you note well thae Son of man is the most likely person to digciah if
it is to be foundNot a grain of faith exists in all the world eptehat which He has Himself created. If
you have faith, my brother, the Lord has dealt wibh; this is the mark of His hand upon you. ByHai
He has brought you out of your death in sin, arerthtural darkness of your mind. “Your faith has
saved you,” for it is the candlestick which holte tandle by which the chamber of your heart is en-
lightened. Your God and Savior has put this faittyou. Now, if faith in every instance is our Lasd’
gift, He knows where He has given it. If it is twerk of God, He knows where He has produced it, for
He never forsakes the work of His own hands. If fadh is only as a grain of mustard seed, antigf
hidden away in the most obscure corner of the egeththe loving Jesus spies it out, for He hamtn
mate concern in it, since He is its author andshar. Our Lord is also the sustainer of faith,féoth is
never independent of Him upon whom it relies. Theatest believer would not believe for another mo-
ment unless grace was constantly given him to kleedlame of faith burning. Beloved friend, if you
have had any experience of the inner life at @l know that He that first made you live, must keep
you alive, or else you will go back to your natwlahkth. Since faith from day to day feeds at thietaf
Jesus, therle knows where it is. It is well for us that we haveedooking for faith that, on account of
His having created and sustained it, will be atass to discern it.

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 33




Sermon #1963 The Search for Faith 3

Besidesfaith always looks to ChrisiThere is no faith in the world worth having, bhat looks to
Him, and through Him to God, for everything. On titeer hand, Christ always looks to faith, theres wa
never yet an eye of faith but what it met the efy€larist. He delights in faith, it is His joy to leusted;
it is a great part of the reward of His death thatsons of men should come and shelter in Hirfaitlh
looks to Christ, and Christ looks to faith, He isesto find it out when He comes, and that makes th
text so very striking, “When the Son of man consdsllHe find faith on the earth?”

The Son of man will give a wise and generous judgimehe matterSome brethren judge so harsh-
ly that they would tread out the sparks of faitbt lb is never so with our gracious Lord, He doe$ n
guench the smoking flax, nor despise the most thaglaith. The question becomes most emphatic
when it is put thus. The tender and gentle Savitig never judges too severely, when He comes, shall
even He find faith on the earth? What a sad andofingnquestion it is! He who is no morose critict bu
a kind interpreter of character, He who makes galatvances for feebleness, He that carries thésam
of faith in His bosom and gently leads the weakserethen even He shall come to make a kindly
search, will He be able to find faith on the eaithibelief is rampant indeed, when He who is omnisci
ent can scarcely find a grain of faith amid the snafsdoubt and denial! Ah me! That ever | shouldéha
to explain the question, “When the Son of man coshedl He find faith on the earth?”

Once more, | want to put this question into a stgKight by dwelling onthe time of the scrutiny
“When the Son of man comes, shall He find faithttos earth?” Look, brethren, the ages are accumulat-
ing proofs of the truth of Christianity, and theasgh takes place when this process has reachetktits
max. Whatever may be said about the present toofeddubt, which no doubt is exceedingly strond, ye
the reason for doubt grows weaker and weaker exaay Every mound of earth in the East contributes
a fresh testimony to the accuracy of the Word ofl Getones are crying out against the incredulity of
skeptics. Moreover, all the experiences of allghmts, year after year, are swelling the streamesif-
mony to the faithfulness of God. You that are grayvgrey in His service know how every year con-
firms your confidence in the eternal verities otiy&od and Savior. | know not how long this disgens
tion of long-suffering will last, but certainly tHenger it continues the more wantonly wicked does
belief become. The more God reveals Himself to mmaways of providence, the more base is it on
man’s part to belie His solemn witness. But yet,brgthren, at the winding up of all things, whewvere
lation shall have received its utmost confirmatieven then faith will be such a rarity on the edint it
is a question if the Lord Himself will find it. Yoliave, perhaps, a notion that faith will go on @asing
in the world, that the church will grow purer andghter, and that there will be a wonderful degoée
faith among men in the day of our Lord’s appeari@gr Savior does not tell us so, but He puts the
guestion of our text about it. Even concerning dag/n of the golden age He asks, “When the Son of
man comes, shall He find faith on the earth?”

| want you to noticehe breadth othe region of searchHe does not say; shall He find faith among
philosophers. When had they any? He does not aifia scrutiny to an ordained ministry or a visible
church, but He takes a wider sweep—-Shall He fiaithfon the earth?”As if He would search from
throne to cottage, among the learned and amongtiogant, among public men and obscure individu-
als, and after all, it would be a question whetmapng them all, from the pole to the equator, ayaira
from the equator to the other pole, He would fiadH at all. Alas, poor earth, to be so void otHais
there none in her vast continents, or on the Istets of the sea? May it not be found in some ef th
countless ships upon the deep? What! Not uponatia’eNot with Jesus Himself to look for it?

| have tried to set forth the question as distinets | can, that it may have due effect upon your
minds. It sounds through the chambers of my s&elthe knell of many a merry hope and pleasant im-
agination. Lord, what is man, that centuries ofegaran scarcely produce a single fruit of faith aga
whole world of the sons of Adam? When thousandsuaimers and autumns have come and gone, shall
there be no harvest of faith upon the earth, exadptv ears of corn, thin and withered by the east?

Il. Let us somewhat change the run of our thoughtsingaatroduced the question as a remarkable
one, we will next notice that IT IS EXCEEDINGLY INRUCTIVE IN CONNECTION WITH THE
PARABLE OF WHICH IT IS PART. It is wrong to use tHgible as if it were a box full of separate
links, and not a chain of connected truth. Somé& pentences out of it as a crow picks worms o of
plowed field. If you tear words from their connectj they may not express the mind of the Spirdliat
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No book, whether written by God or man, will bearbe torn limb from limb without being horribly
mutilated. Public speakers know the unfairnesshisf to themselves, and Holy Scripture suffers even
more. The connection settles the drift and direst$o the true meaning—a meaning which may be very
different from that which it seems to bear whemtiwom its surroundings. Let us carefully note ttas
passage occurs in connection with the parableeointiportunate widow pleading with the unjust judge,
for it is to be interpreted in connection with it.

Hence it means, first of all: When the Son of mames, shall He find upon the eatttie faith which
prays importunatelyas this widow did? Now the meaning is dawning upsnWe have many upon the
earth that pray, but where are those whose contpraging is sure to prevail? | thank God that the
prayer meetings of this church are well sustaing@raying men and women, but where are the Jacob-
like wrestlers? | am afraid it cannot even be sdichany churches that their prayer meetings awdl at
what they should be, for among many the gatheramgpfayer is despised and men say, “It is only a
prayer meeting!” As if that were not the very croamd queen of all the assemblies of the churchy wit
the sole exception of that for the breaking of drdarethren, | will not judge with severity, but esde
are those who offer effectual, fervent, much-prigvgiprayer? |1 know that there are many here who do
not neglect private and family devotion, and whayptonstantly for the prosperity of the Church ef J
sus Christ, and for the salvation of souls. Butneteeyou | put the question: If the Son of man weoe/
to come, how many would He find among us that pvdly a distinct, vehement, irresistible importunity
of faith? In the olden days, there was a John Kmdgse prayers were more terrible to the adversary
than whole armies, because he pleaded in faithwhate shall we find a Knox at this hour? Every age
of revival has had its men mighty in prayer—where aurs? Where is the Elijah on the top of Carmel
who will bring down the rain upon these parchetb&& Where is the church that will pray down a Pen-
tecost? | will not decry my brethren in the minystnor speak little of deacons and elders, andratise
tinguished servants of my Lord, but still, my breth and sisters, taking us all round, how few of us
know what it is to pray the heaven-overcoming prayieich is needful for this crisis! How few of us g
again, and again, and again to God, with tears,caed, and heartbreak, pleading as for our owesliv
for the increase of Zion, and the saving of theadlg If the Son of man comes, will He find much of
such praying faith among our own churches? Ah niglt T should have to ask such a question, but | do
ask it, hanging my head for shame.

The importunate widow waited with strong resolved amever ceased through sullen doubtthe
judge had not yet heard her, she was sure he raastler, for she had made up her mind that shedwoul
plead until he did. A waiting faith is rare. Mennchelieve for a time, but to hold out through tbad
darkness is another matter. Some soldiers are gbadush, but they cannot form a square, and stand
fast hour after hour. When the Son of man comesHgifind many who can believe in a delaying God,
and plead a long-dated promise—waiting, but nevearying? When we have a revival, and everybody
is crying “Hosanna!” certain eager folk are surd#oin the front, but when the popular voice groaus
its “Crucify Him!” where are they? Where are evegid?, and John, and the rest of the disciples? Go,
learn to plead on when no answer comes, and ta presvhen repulsed; this is the test of faiths It
easy to be a believer when everybody believestdobie a believer when nobody believes, and to be
none the less a firm believer because nobody tedieith you, this is the mark of the man valiant fo
the truth, and loyal to Jesus. Brethren, is igradill, a matter of counting heads? Can you na ttabe
in the right with two or three? Can you not be libeks which defy the raging waves? Can you not let
the billows of popular misbelief wash over you, @rdak and crash, and break and crash in vain? If
these things move you, where is your faith? When3bn of man comes, how many will He find on the
earth whose faith stands not in men, but in theegs of God?

The widow staked her all upon the result of heagieg with the judgeShe had not two strings to
her bow, she had but one resort in her troublejutige must hear her. She would lose her littlgopro
ty, and her children would die of starvation, ifdid not hear her. He must hear her, about thahale
no two opinions. What we need at the present momnsetite man that believes God, and believes the
gospel, and believes Christ, and does not carepin® about anything else. We need those who will
stake reputation, hope, and life itself upon theagy of God and the certainty of the everlastijug-
pel. To such the revelation of God is not one ammagy truths; it is the one and only saving truth.
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Alas! We have nowadays to deal with foxes with Bdterun to in case they are too closely hunted. Oh
to have done with all glory but glorying in the ssb For my part, | am content to be a fool if thé o
gospel is folly. What is more, | am content to bst lif faith in the atoning sacrifice will not bgrsalva-
tion. | am so sure about the whole matter, thatére left alone in the world as the last believethe
doctrines of grace, | would not think of abandonihgm, or even toning them down to win a convert.
My all is staked on the veracity of God, “Let Goeltbue, but every man a liar.”

“When the Son of man comes, shall He find faithtlos earth,” such as He deserves at our hands?
Do we believe in Jesus practically, in matter-aftfstyle? Is our faith fact, and not fiction? If \wave
the truth of faith, have we the degree of faith ebhive might have? Just think of this, “If you hdsgh
as a grain of mustard seed, you shall say untanbisntain, Remove hence to yonder place, and it sha
remove.” What does this mean? Brethren, are weffidhe rails? Do we even know what faith means?
| begin sometimes to question whether we believallaMWhat signs follow our believing? When we
think what wonders faith could have done, when wesaer what marvels our Lord might have worked
among us if it had not been for our unbelief, asenst humiliated? Have we ever cut ourselves aéar
the hamper of self-trustfulness? Have we ever laedout into the deep in clear reliance upon tee et
nal God? Have we ever quit the visible for the siblie? Have we clung to the naked promise of God
and rested upon the bare arm of omnipotence, whicmnd of itself, is more than sufficient for the-
fillment of every promise? O Lord, where are we?@af¢hshall we find an oasis of faith amid this wil-
derness of doubt? Where shall we find an Abrahanidt the question an instructive one when set in
connection with the parable which teaches us theepof importunate prayer?

lIl. In the next place, our text seems to me to be SUSKHEE IN VIEW OF ITS VERY FORM. It
IS put as a question, “When the Son of man comal e find faith on the earth?” | think it warns u
not to dogmatize about what the latter days will Jesus puts it as a question. Shall He find faitlhe
earth? If you say, “No,” my dear friend, | shall\aery much inclined to take the other side, andmbar
plead the affirmative. | remember how Elijah sdidtthe only was left, and yet the Lord had reserved
unto Himself seven thousand men that had not batvedknee to Baal. Nations that know not Christ
shall run to Him, and the kings of Sheba and Séldll effer gifts. | venture to hope that when thenS
of man comes He will find faith on the earth, buyou vehemently assert that it will be so, | shzl
driven to advance the negative side with much dppreion that it may prove true. When our Lord was
here before, He found little enough of faith, anel s distinctly told us that when He shall comee th
second time, men will be as they were in the ddyslaah, “they did eat, they drank, they married
wives, they were given in marriage, until the dagttNoah entered into the ark.” | am inclined tketa
neither side. Let it remain a question, as our Llad put it.

This question leads us to much holy fear as tonthéer of faith If our gracious Lord raises the
guestion, the question ought to be raised. Theytstysome of us are old fogies, because we a@iga
for the Lord of hosts. They say that we are nenand fidgety, and that our fears are the resuidbf
vancing age. Yes, at fifty three | am supposedeaadémi-imbecile with years. If | were of their waly
thinking, | do not suppose that this would occutthem. We fall into pessimism—I think that is the
word they use; | do not know much about such teBuasely the Savior was not nervous. None will dare
to accuse Him of foolish anxiety, but yet He paitsWhen the Son of man comes, shall He find faith
the earth?” As far as my observation goes, itgsi@stion which might suggest itself to the mostdiob
persons at this time, fonany processes are in vigorous action with tendestroy faith The Scriptures
are being criticized with a familiarity which shackll reverence, and their very foundation is beiag
sailed by persons who call themselves Christianshiling criticism has taken the place of a warm,
childlike, loving confidence. As one has truly sdid/e have now a temple without a sanctuary.” Mys-
tery is discarded that reason may reign. Men hateneof the fruit of the tree of knowledge of gaoul
evil till they think themselves gods. Revealedtirig not now a doctrine to be believed, but a psepo
tion to be discussed. The loving woman at Jesiwef’ ifecast out to make room for the traitor kissing
Christ’'s cheek. Like Belshazzar, our men of modbought are drinking out of the vessels of Jehavah’
sanctuary in honor of their own deities. The idé&lold-like faith is disdained, and he is regarded
the most honest man that can doubt the most, andrpost contempt upon the authority of the divine
word. If this continues we may well say, “When 8@n of man comes shall He find faith on the earth?”
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In some places the greatest fountain of infideitthe Christian pulpit. If this is the case—arain sure
it is so—what must become of the churches and whest come to the outlying world? Will Jesus find
faith in the earth when He comes?

In addition to many processes which are in actmrexterminate faithare there not influences
which dwarf and stunt itWhere do you find great faith? Where is the preaghur the teaching that is
done in full faith in what is preached and taughi8 no use flogging other people; let us come aédm
ourselves. My brothers and sisters, where is our taith? It seemed almost a novelty in the church
when it was stated long ago that Mr. George Muellatked by faith in regard to temporal things. To
feed children by faith in God was looked upon gsoais freak. We have come to a pretty pass, have we
not, when God is not to be trusted about commamg# Abraham walked with God about daily life,
but nowadays, if you meet with a man who walks v@bd as to his business, trusts God as to every
item and detail of his domestic affairs, persorsklat him with a degree of suspicious wonder. They
think he has grace in his heart, but they alsoetighat he has a bee in his bonnet, or he wouléeto
in that sort of way. Oh yes, we have a fanciechfdut when it comes to the stern realities of \Wieere
is our faith?

My brethren, why are you so full of worldly carehWare you so anxious, if you have faith in God?
Why do you display in worldly things almost as mudiktrust as worldly men? From what comes this
fear? This murmuring? This worry? O my Savior, duwwere to come, we could not defend ourselves
for our wretched mistrust, our foolish apprehensimur lack of loving reliance upon You. We do not
trust You as You ought to be trusted, and if teishe case among those who are such great debtors t
Your loving faithfulness, where will You find faithn earth? Where is that unstaggering faith whieh b
takes itself to prevailing prayer, and so risesvabthe petty miseries of the hour, and the feara of
threatening future?

Do you not think that this, put in a question assjtinvites us to intense watchfulness over our-
selvesDo you not think it should set us scrutinizing @lves as our Lord will scrutinize us when He
comes? You have been looking for a great many shingyourself, my brother; let me entreat you to
look to your faith. What if love grows cold! | anorsy for it, but after all, the frost must have begn
your faith. You are not as active as you used tdha is to be greatly regretted, but the streamdow
because the wellhead is not as full as it was knimnoe; your faith is failing. Oh that your soul neded
upon divine realities! Oh that you had a vivid conssness of the certainty of God’s presence and
power! When faith is strong, all the other gracesvagorous. The branches flourish when the rooksu
up abundant nutriment, and when faith is in a hgaltate, all the rest of the spiritual man will\ngor-
ous also. Brethren, guard well your faith. My feathat when Christ comes, if He delays much longer
He will find many of us faint because of our longiting, and because of the disappointments which
arise out of the slow spread of the gospel. Thnsatcontinue in unbelief. O Lord, how long! Becaus
we have not accomplished all that we hoped to ldave, we are apt to grow weary. Or perhaps when
He comes He will find us sleeping for sorrow, litkee disciples in the garden when He came to them
three times and found them very heavy. We may@étdl so sad that the gospel does not conquer all
mankind, that we may fall into a swoon of sadnespor of despair, and so be asleep when the Bride-
groom comes. | fear most of all, that when JesusesoHe may find that the love of many has waxed
cold because iniquity abounds. Warm-hearted sae®p each other warm, but cold also is contagious.
When sin abounds saints may be able to stand agfaiasd yet it has a sad tendency to chill theith.

If the Master comes and finds us lukewarm, it Wwél a calamity indeed. The question stirs a bitter a
guish in my soul. | trust it moves you also.

It is a question. | cannot answer it, but | opedeMihe doors of my heart to let it enter and try the
acts like a fan in the Lord’s hand to purge thefldt sweeps away my self-confidence and leadsane
watch and pray that | enter not into the temptatibgiving up my faith. | pray that we may standtfa
when others slide, so that when the Lord comes aglme found accepted of Him.

IV. I will close with this remark; my text is very IMESSIVE IN RESPECT TO PERSONAL
DUTY. “When the Son of man comes, shall He findHfaon the earth?” Let faith have a homeour
hearts, if it is denied a lodging everywhere els@ve do not trust our Lord, and trust Him much more
than we have ever done, we shall deserve His graisgdeasure. It will be a superfluity of naugletss
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for us to doubt, for to some of us conversion watear, sharp, and distinct fact. The change made i
our characters was so manifest that the devil Hirasald not make us doubt it. We know that the-mis
ery we suffered under a sense of sin was no ficaad that the peace we received through faitlesug
was no dream. Why do we doubt? Since conversioresiras have been led in a strange way, and eve-
ry step of it has shown us that the Lord is good tane, and ought to be trusted without stint. Vileeh
been sorely sick, and full of pain, and anguistd dapression of spirit, and yet we have been upheld
and sustained, and brought through. In great lalvereave been strengthened, in great undertakiegs w
have been supported. Some of you have been very @ogour business has been declining, and emer-
gencies have been frequent, and yet all these praved the truth of God. Do not these things make i
the more incumbent upon you to trust Him? Otherymf have suffered sad bereavements, you have
lost, one after another, the props of your comfout, when you have gone to God He has heard your
prayers, and been better to you than father, hashanfriend. It is down in your diary in black and
white that His mercy endures forever, and you heaid to yourself many times, “I shall never doubt
again after this.” Brethren, to us it ought to bgossible to mistrust, and natural to confide, geidl
fear it is not so. If after all this watering weogr so little faith, we may not wonder that our Laaid,
“When the Son of man comes, shall He find faithtenearth?”

Some of us have been so familiar with dying beds have seen so many pass away in holy calm,
and even with transporting triumph, that for usltmbt is disrespect to the memories of the sakus.
us to doubt would be treachery to the Lord who faaered ourselves also with visits of His love. We
may doubt the dearest ones we have, and that veulduel, but we had better do that than cast any
suspicion upon Him who has manifested Himself t@asi$le does not to the world. | speak not to you
all, but | speak to those whom the Lord has splgdialored, to whom He has revealed His secretd, an
made known His covenant, for these to questionfaiibfulness is wickedness. What shall | say of His
own elect, if they do not believe Him? If it weregsible for you to quit your faith, you would criyci
your Lord afresh. He must not be thus wounded enhtbuse of His friends. No, go where you will, O
unbelief, you shall not find willing lodgment in niyeart. From my spirit you shall be banished as-a d
tested traitor, for my Beloved is true, and | ugélan upon Him.

| think | hear you say, “We are resolved upon i& ave called to have faith in our Lord, even if@on
else believe Him.” Then look to it that you do ait in these evil times. If you would keep youitlfg
settle it in your minds that the Holy Scriptureg aspired of the Holy Spirit, and so are our ilifée
rule of faith. If you give up that foundation yoarmot exhibit faith worthy of the name. It is asasl as
the sun in the heavens that a childlike faith ird@s He is revealed is not possible to the man who
doubts the revelation. You must accept the rewmiadis infallible, or you cannot unquestioningly be-
lieve in the God therein revealed. If you once gigeinspiration, the foundations are removed, dhd a
building is laborious trifling. How are the promsséhe support of faith if they are questionable®? Go
can only be known by His own light, and if we cantrast the light, where are we? Next, settle it in
your soul as to the Holy Spirit’s dealings with yseif. He has renewed you in the spirit of your dnin
At least, | ask the question—Has He or has He Noi? were converted by a divine agency from your
lost estate of sin, and brought by the same diamgency, into newness of life; were you or were you
not? Unless you are quite certain about this, itaspossible for you to rise to any height ofHaitou
must know that God has come into contact with ygmud, or else what have you to believe? Next tb tha
belief, you must know your full pardon and surdification through the blood and righteousnesseaf J
sus Christ your Lord. Believe in the precious bloatiatever else you doubt, believe in the merihef
great sacrifice of Calvary. Rejoice in your ownegmance through the sacrifice, seeing your whath fa
rests therein. O brothers, our eternal hopes cammdiuilt on speculation; we need the revelatioe. W
cannot fight the battles of life with probabilitiese need certainties for such a conflict. If Gas mot
revealed fixed truth, you may go and think and drehut if He has given us a clear revelation, ket u
believe it, and cease to imagine and invent. Q Big®u must speculate, risk your silver and ygold,
but | beseech you to lay aside all idea of speitigah reference to your souls. | want absoluteaier
ties and unquestionable verities to bear me up vdeath’s cold flood is rising up to my loins. Diein
truths, as they are written in the Book, and bradgime to the heart by the Holy Spirit, are suengt
ing ground for that faith which Jesus looks for. ldeks for it in vain when men no longer accept His
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work as undoubted fact. Again, if you would havwest) faith, never relax your confidence in the-effi
cacy of prayer. This is essential to my text, fog widow used no other weapon than prayer in her im
portunity with the judge. She would not have peesest as she did in her pleadings if she had nbt fel
morally certain that in the long run she would @ié\Brethren, believe that God hears your prayens,
that He will answer them. As for me, | do not neey argument to prove the influence of prayer with
God. I have tried it, and do try it, till it is fonger an experiment. The man that habitually bag¢gad
knows that he is nourished by it, the man thattoaby lives by prayer to God knows that God hears
him. It would be absurd to offer him evidence folagainst the statement. If a person were to angte
me that there was no sun in the heavens, | andafighould laugh outright. If anyone said that I d
not believe me to be alive, | do not know in whatyw could prove it to him. Would it be lawful tack
him, by way of argument? When a man says, “I doh&deve in prayer,” | answer, “What if you do
not? You are the only loser.” That God answersgmay a living certainty to me, and | can say naren
and no less. If you do not believe in prayer, asdlyrthe Lord will not find in you the faith of wth our
text speaks. If you regard it as a pious exerciselwrefreshes the devout but has no power whatever
with God—well then, if all are of your mind, the rsof man will find no faith on the earth. Do nolkta
about believing, you know nothing of the matter.

If you do believe, believe up to the hilt. Plungéoithis sea of holy confidence in God, and youlsha
find waters to swim in. He that believes what hbelves shall see what he shall see. No man was ever
yet found guilty of believing in God too much. Angthe high intelligences of heaven, no creature was
ever censured for being too credulous when dealitty the word of the Most High. Let us believe im-
plicitly and explicitly. Let us believe without m&are and without reserve. Let us hang our all upen
truth of God. Let us aspire also to walk with Gadthe heavenlies, and become the King's Remem-
brancers. Let us seek grace to become importueaelgrs of a sort that cannot be denied, since thei
faith overcomes heaven by prayer. Oh, that | migive in my church many a prevailing Israel! Some
here know what it is to be up early in the morniagesiege the throne of grace with all the power o
believing prayer. How much | owe to these dear peesnity alone will declare! Oh, that we had many
more intercessors, who would bear sinners on tresrts day and night, before the Lord, and likérthe
Savior, would never rest till the Lord built up Hikurch! Alas, for the rarity of such conqueringHal
guestion whether there are not Christian people dro have never heard a certain text which | am
about to quote, and | am sure there are otherswilhshudder when they hear it, “Thus says the Lord
concerning the work of My hands, command you M&irely that cannot be Scripture!” cries one. But
it is so. Turn to Isaiah 45:11 and read it bottlhe Authorized and the Revised Versions. Can a man
command the Lord? Yes, to believing men He putsddimat their call, He bids them command His
help, and use it as they will. Oh that we coul@ tis this! Is there such faith among us? If theraat,
may our Lord Jesus, by His Spirit, work it in us Itis own glory! Amen.
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HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—149, 12, 691.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org

8 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 33






