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“To give knowledge of salvation unto His people the remission of their sins, through the tender
mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on higas visited us, to give light to them that sitdarkness
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet inb® way of peace.”

Luke 1:77-79.

OBSERVE how Zacharias, in this his joyful song,oled the remission of sins, as one of the most
extraordinary proofs of the tender mercy of our Gdd had been mute for a season, as a chastisement
for his unbelief, and therefore he used his recayapeech to sing of pardoning mercy. No salvason
possible without forgiveness, and so Zacharias, sdysgive knowledge of salvation unto His people
by the remission of their sins.” The Lord could fargive them on the ground of justice, and themfo
He did so because of His tender mercy—the tendecynté our God, who has made Himself “our God”
by the covenant of grace. He passes by the trassgreof His people because He delights in merty. A
the very outset | want any soul here that is buedesith sin to believe in the forgiveness of sansd to
believe in it because God is love, and has a geaaerness towards the work of His hands. He fslso
of pity that He loves to not condemn the guiltyddooks with anxious care upon them to see how He
can turn away His wrath and restore them to fakor.this reason alone there is remission of sins. F
giveness comes not to us through any merit of quessent or foreseen, but only through the tender
mercy of our God, and the marvelous visit of loyack came of it. If He is gracious enough to foggiv
our sins, it can be done, for every arrangemeatresady made to accomplish it. The Lord is gracious
enough for this—for anything. Behold Him in Chrigsus, and there we see Him as full of compassion.
We sang just now and sang most truly—

“His heart is made of tenderness,
His bowels melt with love.”

The main point of this morning’s sermon will belidng into prominence those few word#e
tender mercy of our God.To me they gleam with kindly light, | see in thensoft radiance, as of those
matchless pearls whereof the gates of heaven aile.riaere is an exceeding melody to my ear as well
as to my heart in that word “tender.” “Mercy” is Big, and “tender mercy” is the most exquisite fainm
it, especially to a broken heart. To one who igpdeslent and despairing, this word is life from dead.

A great sinner, much bruised by the lashes of @aense, will bend his ear this way, and cry, “Let me
hear again the dulcet sound of these wotdader mercy.” If you think of this tenderness in connec-
tion with God, it will strike you with wonder, fan instant, that one so great should be so tefatese
are apt to impute to Omnipotence a crushing enevbich can scarcely take account of little, and fee
ble, and suffering things. Yet if we think againe tsurprise will disappear, and we shall see, witlew
wonder of admiration, that it must be so. He tkatuly great among men is tender because He & gre
in heart as well as in brain and hand. The truBagspirit is always gentle, and because God iafso
nitely great, He is, therefore, tender. We rea#flisfgentleness and of His tenderness towards tite ch
dren of men, and we see them displayed to thdiirfuhe gospel of our salvation. Very conspicuais
this “tender mercy of our God.”

Now, the original word is, “The mercy of the heaftour God.” The evangelists, though they wrote
in Greek, carried with them into that languageithems of the Hebrew tongue, so that they do net us
an adjective, as it would seem from our translatidtender mercy,” but they say, mercy of the bowels,
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or of the inwards, or of the heart of God. “The ayeof the heart of God” is to be seen in the reroiss
of sin and in the visitation of His love when Harees to us as “the dayspring from on high.” Great is
the tenderness of divine mercy.

But I call your attention to the original readibgcause it seems to me not only to mean tenderness,
but much more. The mercy of the heart of God is;anfrse, the mercy of His great tenderness, the mer
cy of His infinite gentleness and consideratiort, dher thoughts also come forth from the expresgsio
like bees from a hive. It means the mercy of Ga@'s/ soul. The heart is the seat and center oflig
mercy is to God as His own life. “I have no pleasur the death of him that dies, says the Lord God.
God is love; not only is He loving, but He is lowself. Mercy is of the divine essence; there iSGual
apart from His heart, and mercy lies in the heb@ad. He has bound up His mercy with His existence
as surely as God lives, He will grant remissiosiot to those who turn unto Him.

Nor is this all—the mercy of God’s heart means kBarty mercy, His cordial delight in mercy. Re-
mission of sins is a business into which the Lowdws His heart. He forgives with an intensity ofiw
and readiness of soul. God made heaven and edhhs fingers, but He gave His Son with His heart
in order that He might save sinners. The Eternal Gas thrown His whole soul into the business of re
deeming men. If you desire to see God most Godiike,in the pardon of sin, and the saving of mén.
you desire to read the character of God writtenimegtpital letters, you must study the visitatafrHis
love in the person of His dear Son, and all thedeoful works of infinite grace which spring thefn.

It is a grand sight to behold God in earnest whershlys, “Now will | arise.” With awe we watch Him
as He lays bare His arm, but this full energy oiveois best seen when His work is grace. When He
stirs up His strength to come and save us, angbtime essence of His being into intense actidnetss

us, we are favored indeed. It is this watchingdaid good, this eagerness to bless us, which isthga
the mercy of His heart. It is not only tenderndsg,intensity, heartiness, eagerness, delightcanden-
tration of power. All this is to be seen in the ldep of God with guilty men when He visits them to
grant them the remission of their sins.

Just as the leader of our psalmody sometimes solisdtuning-fork at the commencement of our
song, so have | done in these opening remarks.d@remercy” is the keynote of my discourse; | want
you to keep it still in your ears. Whatever elsen#lody there may come from the text, yet thi®ibé
the chief note; the tender, hearty, intense mef&yanl, which He has shown us.

l. In the first place, | invite you to observe that st@ws this tender mercy in that HE DEIGNS TO
VISIT US. “Through the tender mercy of our God; weiey the dayspring from on hidtas visited us.”

Observe that God has not merely pitied us fronistadce, and sent us relief by way of the ladder
which Jacob saw, but He has HimséHited us It needs no studied language to preach fromtéxs
the expressions themselves are full of holy thoughtisit from God, what must it be! “Lord, what is
man, that You are mindful of him? And the son ofnmiat You visit him?” A visit from the Queen
would be remembered by most of you all your liwes) would feel yourselves half ennobled. But a vis-
it from God, what shall | say of it?—that He shouslop to leave His high abode, and the majesty
wherein He reigns, to visit insignificant beingeeliourselves? This Bible is a letter from Him, avel
prize it beyond the finest gold, but an actualtiim God Himself, what shall we say of such aoi&v

In what ways has the Lord shown His tender manayeigning to visit us?

| answer; first, God’s great visit to ustigincarnation of our blessed Lord and Savior Jesussth
Many visits of God to men had been paid before-thatd your Bibles, and see, but the most wonderful
visit of all was when He came to tarry here, sohieyt years and more, to work out our salvation.atvh
but “tender mercy,” hearty mercy, intense mercylddring the great God to visit us so closely tHat
actually assumed our nature? Kings may visit teebjects, but they do not think of taking upon them
selves their poverty, sickness, or sorrow; theyldowot if they would, and would not if they coulithis
were more than we could expect from them. But awind Lord, when He came here, came in our flesh.
He veiled His Godhead in a robe of our inferiorycla

O children! The Lord so visited you as to beconimhby, and then a child, who dwelt with His par-
ents, and was subject to them, and grew in staagrgpu must do. O working men! The Lord so visited
you as to become the carpenter’s son, and to kilcabaut your toil, and your weariness, yes, ewen t
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hunger and faintness. O sons of men! Jesus Classvigited you so as to be tempted in all poirks li
you are, though without sin. He really assumednature, and thus paid to us a very close visittdé&
our sickness, and bore our infirmities. This wasna of visit such as none could have thought aihdyr
ing save the infinitely tender and merciful GodeThan is our next kinsman, a brother born for aglver
ty; in all our affliction He is afflicted; He is nelerness itself.

Remember that He not only took our nature, butlttelt among us in this world of sin and sorrow.
This great Prince entered our abode—what if | itahis hut and hovel?—wherein our poor humanity
finds its home for a season. This little planebofs was made to burn with a superior light amasg i
sister stars while the Creator sojourned here mdrwform. He trod the acres of Samaria, and traders
the hills of Judea. “He went about doing good.” rHimgled among men with scarcely any reservation,
being, through His purity, separate from sinnersoaldis character, yet He was the visitor of allnme
He was found eating bread with a Pharisee, whichgps is a more wonderful thing than when He re-
ceived sinners, and ate with them. A fallen womas wot too far gone for Him to sit on the edgehef t
well, and talk to her; nor was any of the poor ambrant too lowly for Him to care for them. He was
bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, and Hsst ¥0 us was therefore of the most intimate kidd.
disdained no man'’s lowliness; He turned aside frenman’s sin.

But remember that He visited us not merely to lapkn us, and to talk with us, and to teach us, and
set us a high and divine example, which, as | Isa@, were incomparably gracious, if it went no-fur
ther, but He so visited us that He went down into@ndemnation, that He might deliver us froniHit.
was made a curse for us, as it is written, “Cuiisegiveryone that hangs on a tree.” He took oursdebt
upon Him that He might pay them, minting His owmatido create the coinage. He gave Himself for us,
which is more than if | said, “He gave His bloodldtis life,” He gave Himself. So He did visit usath
He took away with Him our ill and left all good bet. He did not come into our nature, and yet keep
Himself reserved from all the consequences of oyrm®or come into our world, and yet maintain a sta
tus superior to the usual denizens of it, but Hee#o be a man among men, and to bear all that afai
woes which had fallen upon human nature throughkefsarture from the ways of God. Surely He has
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows, bec#uséord has laid upon Him the iniquity of us &lur
Lord so visited us as to become our surety andansom. This was a wonderful piece of tender mercy
indeed. | feel at this moment as if | could noktabout it, for it excels all conception and spede¥en
if I were not full of pain, the subject would mastee. If for the first time you had heard of thsivof
the Incarnate God to this world, you would be dtrugth a wonder which would last throughout all
eternity that God Himself should really condescemduch a deed as this. This is the heart of tlse go
pel—the incomparable fact of the incarnation of §w of God, His dwelling upon the earth, and His
presentation of Himself as a sacrifice unto Godu Yeeed no flourish of words, do but hear the bare
statement of the fact and leap for joy becausé &ince God has visited us, not in form of vengean
nor as a cherub with a flaming sword, but in thatigeperson of that lowliest of the lowly, who said
“Suffer little children to come to Me,” we are harenade to see the tender mercy of our God. Nothing
could be tenderer than the divine appearance d¥itreof Sorrows.

But | do not think we ought to insist upon thistlas only visit of God’s tender mercy, since thet te
is in the Revised Version rendered in the futufiehe tender mercy of our God, whereby the dayspring
from on high shall visit us.” To this day we arsited of God in other respects, but with equal merc
The proclamation of the gospiel a nation, or to any individual, is a visit ob&s mercy. Whenever
you come and hear the gospel, you can be suresyfwthether you receive it or not, the kingdom of
God has come near to you. Even if you stop yows, eard will have none of it, yet God has visited yo
in tender mercy, in that by the gospel He tells tfmat there is a way of salvation, that there jdaan for
the remission of sin. It is a monstrosity—what gdy a miracle—of iniquity, that men having sinned,
and God having done so much to work out a way mission of those sins, men should refuse to accept
God’s pardoning love. Oh, my hearers, why are ywtoslish? Why do you hate your own souls? Sure-
ly, the devils themselves would at the first havarsely believed it; that there could exist a raterea-
tures so hardened as to refuse the love whiclswiseim in grace. This is what devils never did. Men
not only against God, but against their own intgrefien they turn aside from the wooing of selfless
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goodness, and refuse salvation through Him whodaxgeeven to the death. That which God has so ten-
derly and heartily worked out in the gift of HisateSon to die for us ought to be received with eage
ness. Will notyou receive it? My dear hearers, you shall not godfuthis place this morning without
knowing that God in great tender mercy has visyted by the blessed fact of your having heard the
good tidings of free grace. Jesus seeks you, wilyot seek Him?

But, blessed be His name, He has visited somes @f @ more remarkable manner still, by the
Holy Spirit He has entered into our hear&s)d changed the current of our lives. He has tume af-
fections towards that which is right by enlightemiour judgments. He has led us to the confession of
sin, He has brought us to the acceptance of Higyrérough the atoning blood, and so He has truly
saved us. What a visit is this! This visit of thelyiSpirit, when He comes to dwell in us, is sugdagly
condescending. | have often said that | never kmibneh to admire most, the incarnation of the Son of
God, or the indwelling of the Spirit of God. Thast is a wonderful condescension, for the HolyiSpir
does not take a pure body of His own, but He makedodies to be His temples, He dwells not only in
one of these, but in tens of thousands, and thiabmlyg by the space of thirty years, but throughitet
whole life of the believer. He dwells in us notvatanding all our provocations and rebellions. Miuek
word, not only with us, buh us, and that evermore. Oh, this tender mercy! W4rodescribe it? Sweet
Spirit, gentle Spirit, how can You abide with me7he@avenly Dove, how can You find rest in such a
soul as mine? Yet without You, we are undone, &edefore we adore the tender mercy which makes
You bear with us so long, and work in us so grasitill You have conformed us to the image of the
First-born. We are melted by the love of the Spitihe communion of the Holy Spirit, by which the
Lord has visited us.

Often and often, since our first visitation by therd, | trustwe have had special visits from Him
bringing with them rapturous joys, singular delaeces, and countless blessings. “The love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit whglgiven unto us.” The Lord has visited us in the
night, He has drawn near unto our spirit, and schble preserved us. We have enjoyed near and dear
communion with the Father, and with His Son Jeduss€C Have we not? This has often happened when
we have been in great trouble. When we were degulaasspirit, when we were burdened with unusual
cares, or weeping over heart-breaking bereavemtatsnercy of our God has made the dayspring from
on high to visit us at just such times, and them@have seen His tenderness. Our life is briglih wi
these visits as the sky with stars. | cannot eelargon this charming theme, but | leave it to your
thoughts, O you whose experience will be the beshsn on the text! The visits of God to His own
children are proofs of the heartiness, the intgn#ie tenderness of His mercy. Talk of it, you Wwiave
had most enjoyment of such visits!

II. I call your attention now to a second point. Thisrso much sea room here that one scarcely
knows which way to steer. Secondly, He shows Hmlée mercy in that HE VISITS US AS THE
DAYSPRING FROM ON HIGH. This means the dawning e east, the rising of the sun at break of
day. He does not come to us in Christ, or by HisitSps a tempest, as when He came from Parah, wit
ten thousand of His holy ones, in all the pomp & fiery law, but He has visited us as smiling morn
which in gentle glory floods the world with joy.

While this gospel visitation is thus apparentlgsien splendor than that of the law, yet it is defi-
cient in efficacy or in true glory. God has notited us as a candle, which might suffice to chaer o
darkness, but could not change it into day. Dagjdiced, saying, “The Lord will light my candle,ub
in this we go far beyond him, we need no candletHe Lord has visited us with the dawn of day.

He has come, moreover, not as a blaze which adhglie down, but as a light which will last our
day, yes, last forever. After the long dark anddaaght of our misery, the Lord comes in the fittasd
most effectual manner, neither as lightning, nordé®, nor flaming meteor, but as the sun which megi
the day.

The visitation of the Lord to us is as the daysgribecausé suits our eyeObserve how the eye is
suited to the light, and the light to the eye,he £conomy of nature, and it is even so in thamrezl
grace. Day, when it first breaks in the east, ldghme blaze of burning noon about it, but it pefepth
as a gray light, which gradually increases to thget day. So did the Lord Jesus Christ come,\dasl
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it were, at first, at Bethlehem, but, by and by wi# appear in all the glory of the Father. So ddles
Spirit of God come to us in gradual progress. Thersweet suitableness in the grace of God to the
heart, and in the renewed heart to the grace of Bedas abounded towards us in all wisdom and pru-
dence. The revelation of God to each individuahede in form and manner tenderly agreeable to the
condition and capacity of the favored one. | somes think the gospel was made exactly to meet my
case. Do you not think the same of it yourselves€ morning light suits your eye as exactly as éir¢h
were no other creature to behold it, and so innd@itenderness the Lord has made His visits suitable
our sorrow, and even to our weakness. He showsstisg much of Himself as to delight us without ut-
terly overwhelming us with the excess of brightné#s might have come in the majesty of His grace to
us at the first, as He does to us afterwards, lmri tve would not be able to bear it, and so Heoierb
We are now more ready to sup with Him upon stroegtmnand so He puts us upon men’s fare, whereas
before He gave us milk, which is more convenientofmbes. All the visits of God to us are mercifult

in those of the dawn of grace we see tendernesglaas mercy.

The visits of God are like the dayspring, becabheg end our darknessThe dayspring banishes the
night. Without noise or effort, it removes the elimackness, and sows the earth with orient peaghtN
stretches her bat’s wings, and is gone, she flesre the arrows of the advancing sun, and the mgmi
of Jesus to us, when He does really come into eart$, takes away the darkness of ignorance, sprrow
carelessness, fear, and despair. Our night is eodeel and for all when we behold God visiting us in
Christ Jesus. Our day may cloud over, but nighttmat return. O, you that are in the blackest ntihi
if you can but get a view of Christ, morning withie come to you! There is no light for you elseweher
believe us in this, but if Jesus is seen by faithy shall need no candles of human confidence, nor
sparks of feelings and impressions, the beholdin@hoist shall be the ending of all night for you.
“They looked unto Him, and were lightened: andtifetes were not ashamed.”

I like to think of Christ as coming into the word the morning light, because He coméh such a
largeness of present blessifplessing immeasurable, unlimited. Some are alwWwaysneasuring out
Christ, they can never do without estimates of mowch, and how far. Truly our Lord comes to save
His elect, that | do verily believe, but hence agrtfriends would allot so many beams of light to s
many eyes, and limit the light by the number ofsthavho rejoice in it. Not so, beloved, Jesus is the
light of the world, He comes from on high to sh&ght over the whole universe, even as the sun goes
forth from one end of heaven to the other, andetienothing hid from the heat thereof. He appears
the light which lightens every man that comes ihi® world, there is no other light. Whosoever ifl-wi
ing to receive that light is free to do so, yes,dHaes on blind eyes. This light comes even teg¢hesho
hate it, and thus they are left without excusee ‘iight shines in darkness; and the darkness cempre
hended it not,” and “this is the condemnation, tigitt is come into the world, and men loved dadshe
rather than light because their deeds were evihEithe Lord comes to men, His blessings are tefini
You might as well take your three feet rule, andibéo measure the length and breadth of the ginlig
as measure the length and breadth of the tenderynoérour God in the revelation of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

When the Lord visits us, it is as the dayspringcauseHe brings us hope of greater glory yet to
come The first coming of Christ has not at once mastdd everything, the dayspring is not the noon,
but it is the sure guarantee of it, and so is tinst Rdvent, the pledge of the glory to be revealEde
sun never rises in error to set suddenly, he tse®mplete his course, as the strong man comesfout
his chamber to fulfill his race. When we receiv@sat from the Lord, it may be in the way of rebuke
of feeble hope, but let us be patient, for the datall grow with constant increase of light, aneréhis
no fear of its dying down into the old sinful daess. “Sacred, high, eternal noon” is the destingliof
those, whose eyes have beheld the Christ, soraftoe in His light.

Now all this seems to me to be a wonderful insgtamicthe tenderness of divine mercy. Do you not
think so? This coming of the Lord, and of His light gradually, and yet so lavishly; so fittingand
yet so effectually; does it not fill you with gratde? Every little bird rejoices in the rising dietsun;
God has made that great orb to rise so graciobslyrtot even a sparrow trembles at it, but chirfth w
confidence its happy praises. Not even a littlev#otrembles because the great sun is about td flo®
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heavens, but God has so made the sun to riseuveat gny cup of every flower that blooms opens to
drink in the golden light, and is refreshed thereblye coming of Christ is just such to us, everhi®
least and feeblest of us. It is not a stupendoessinlg, crushing us by its enormous weight, itasan
mysterious revelation, confounding us by its praiity) but it is simplicity itself, gentleness it§ehone
the less, but all the more grand and sublime becaus so simple and so tender. Let us bless Gisd t
morning, then, that He visits us, and that whervidies us, it is as the dayspring from on high.

lIl. Thirdly, there is another instance of great tendssnn this, in that THE LORD VISITS US IN
OUR VERY LOWEST ESTATE. Permit me to read the texyou—"“To give knowledge of salvation
unto His people by the remission of their sinsgnfirwhich it appears th&od comes to visit us when
we are in our sinslf the plan of salvation were that we were to @et of our sins, and then God would
come to us, it might be full of mercy, but it wouldt be tender mercy. Let it never be forgottert tha
“When we were yet without strength, in due time i€thdied for the ungodly.” “God commends His
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinn€Brist died for us.” | feel always at home wheget
upon this blessed topic of the visits of God toesw®tving, ill-deserving, hell-deserving sinnerss bhav-
ing visits spring from grace, pure grace, altogetimamixed with any merit or claim on our part. God
comes to us as the morning, which does not wainfam, nor tarry for the sons of men. | cannot blear
spirit which | see spreading among us in referanc@msgiving. It should not be indiscriminate, Ifut
should be bounteous. Many cry, “We shall give raify to the deserving.” If God were to adopt that
rule, where would you and | be? It has even beettemad in an undertone that, with regard to hogpita
no doubt they are used by persons who ought toiggder themselves, and so help to support strug-
gling medical men. It may be so, but | do not like hard and miserly spirit which suggests sudi cri
cisms. Talk not so, this is fit chatter for barlbas. Those who know the tender mercy of God wibke
lect that, when we ourselves had no good abouthsseever, His tender mercy visited us, even as the
sun arises upon the just and upon the unjust. #Hesgvith gladness to those who have no deserving of
any kind. He will not mar the magnificence of Hisoginess by asking our pitiful pence of merit as a
payment for it, but He gives freely, accordinghe tiches of His grace. As He makes His rain tcewat
the fields of the miser and of the brute, as welthese of the kind and the generous, so He dees gi
His bounty to the worst of men. Let us learn thisd imitate it, for thus we shall know the tenderay
of God. To copy the divine example will be the stiraethod of coming to an understanding of it.

Furthermorepur God visits us when we are in darknegken we are in such darkness as to know
nothing, see nothing, believe nothing, hope nothawgn then the Lord’s mercy comes to us. Is niet th
tenderness? “Educate a man up to a certain p@ays one, “and then we may hope that God’s grace
will visit him.” Educate him by all means, but halvepe that God may visit even those who have no ed-
ucation of any sort. “Follow the advance of ciwiion,” cries one, “and do not risk your missiorari
among barbarians.” Not so, our marching orders“@m®ach the gospel to every creature.” The gospel
is to precede and produce civilization. To thent #iiain darkness, the Lord is pleased to sendithe
spring from on high. To send light where thereightl is superfluous. Have we not a proverb about
sending coals to Newcastle? God sends not grage because we have already something which may
be viewed as anticipatory and preparatory, buttiiecipatory and the preparatory are of His graoel,

He comes in love to bring these with Him, to thed® as yet know nothing of His light and life. They
are in the dark and He creates their day.

Did you notice that it is said “to those tlsttin darkness™? This is more than being in the dahe
man whositsin darkness does so because he feels that hisschspeless, and therefore he forbears all
further action. A poor unenlightened traveler hasdered this way and that to find a road, but gas
dark that he cannot perceive his road, and ssahaembraces the rock for want of a shelter,atrimg
to the earth in despair. It is a part of the tendercy of our God that He visits those who despamdi
are motionless in a dread inactivity. Those whoehlast hope are lost indeed, and such the Saver ha
come to save.

Then it is added;and in the shadow of deathDid you ever feel that shadow? It has a horrible i
fluence. Chill and cold, it freezes the marrow loé tbones, and stops the genial current of lifehan t
veins. Death stands over the man, and if his haed dot smite, yet his shadow darkens joy, andschil
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hope, benumbing the heart, and making life itseffae of death. The shadow of death is confusion of
mind, depression of spirit, dread of the unknowarrdr at the past, and terror of the future. Arg ah
you at this time bowing down under the shadow aitll@ Has hell gaped wide, and opened her jaws for
you? Have you in your despair made a league widtthdj@nd a covenant with hell? Thus says the Lord,
“Your covenant with death shall be disannulled, godr agreement with hell shall not stand,” for the
Lord has come forth, and visited you in the pergbHis dear Son to deliver the captive, and sawvsdh
who are appointed unto death. Knowing your guilg Lord visits you this morning, and bids you look
up. “Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away tineo$ the world.” Look and live; look and be deliv-
ered at once, even from the horrible death shadbighamnow broods over you. | do delight to think of
this tender mercy of God to those who are lostr@laee lost that shall be found, and last thatl ieal
first. You seem forgotten of God, left out of thegister of hope, but yet to you has Jesus come—"to
give light to them that sit in darkness and in shadow of death.” Is not thtendermercy? If He had
not come to shine on such | would never have baeads A gospel for the cheerful would never have
met my case; | needed a gospel for the despairikgow some here who would have perished if the
gospel had only been suitable to those who ar@ofl gharacter, and have the beginnings of nataral r
ligion within them. Only a sinner’s Savior couldveasuited some of you, or, indeed, any of us. &s th
good Samaritan did to the wounded man, “he cameenhe was,” so did Jesus come to us in our ruin.
The benefactor of the wounded did not stand andasaym, “Come here, and get on my beast, and he
shall carry you to the inn.” But he went to him whwee was lying half dead, and therefore helplesd, a
he poured the oil and wine into his wounds whilke ploor wretch could not move an inch, nor stir hand
or foot. He bound up his wounds, and then set hinhis own beast, and took him to the inn. This is
tender mercy, and in this fashion Jesus dealswsitiHe does everything for us from the very begigni

He is Alpha, even as He must be Omega. Does rostiuw the tender mercy of our God that He does
comes to us in the darkness, and under the grichoghaf death, and there and then reveals His love t
us?

I\V. Both time and strength fail me, so now | must finigith a fourth reflection from the text—Our
God shows His tender mercy in that HE VISITS US WISUCH WONDERFUL AND JOYFUL RE-
SULTS—"To give light to them that sit in darkness guide our feet into the way of peace.” One dketc
must suffice. Help me as | make an outline. Imagimaravan in the desert, which has long lost &g, w
and is famishing. The sun has long gone down, hedlarkness has caused every one’s heart to droop.
All around them is a waste of sand, and an Egypdankness. There they must remain and die unless
they can find the track. They feel themselves tanba fearful case, for, hungry and thirsty, theoul
faints in them. They cannot even sleep for fearavils and heavier the night comes down, and the
dampness is on the tents chilling the souls oftténeclers. What is to be done? How they watch! Alas
no star comforts them! At last the watchmen cryhé&Tmorning comes.” It breaks over the sea of sand
and what is better, it reveals a heap which had seeup as a way mark, and the travelers havedfoun
the track. The dayspring has saved them from slegtruction by discovering the way of peace.

Our point is this, that when the Lord Jesus Chisits us, He actually brings light to our darksies
really leads into the way, and makes that way a @fgyeace to us. Put all together, and remembet wha
the Lord has done for you. You did not know the wage, and all the preaching in the world would not
have made you know it, if Jesus had not by HisiSgsited you as the dayspring. When you did know
the way, you could not reach it of yourself; yowsaas from a distance, and could not enter upon i
but when Jesus came near, He actually guided paaririto that way. He put your feet upon a rockl an
established your goings. That way, good as it wasild have been to you a way of doubt, and feat, an
hesitation, if the Lord had not so sweetly shonernuyou that your road became a way of perfect peace
Peace in our text means prosperity, plenty, regt,ljask you, friends, whether you have not foiirsb.
Since the Lord has visited you, have you not gaonth fwith joy, and been led forth with peace?

Well, now, the conclusion of all this is a praatienatter. If the tender mercy of God has visited u
and done so much more for us than | can tell, @n §ou can hear, let us ourselves exhibit tendecyne
in our dealings with our fellow men. It is a wre¢chbusiness for a man to call himself a Christzad
have a soul which never peeps out from betweenwarsribs. It is horrible to be living to be savdi;
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ing to get to heaven, living to enjoy religion, ayet never to live to bless others, and ease tlsemnof

a moaning world. Do you not know that it is all sense to regard religion as a selfish spiritualdray
which we save our own souls? It is useless to liopeeace till you know how to love. From where,
comes wars and fights but from a want of love? B&igour religion tears you away from yourself, and
makes you live for something nobler than even yawn spiritual good, you have not passed out of the
darkness into the light of God. Only the way of elfishness is the way of peace. | ask you, theegefor
today to think very tenderly of all poor people.€Bk are hard times; let those who have more thegn th
actually need be ready always to relieve distibgsh is very urgent just now.

The call this morning is for liberal help to owdpitals. These are called in France “houses of'God
truly they are Godlike in their design. There ig aanan here but may be in a hospital tomorrow. Do
you reply that you are a wealthy man? Yet you mayum over in the street, or fall in a fit, and thees-
pital’s door is open to you. It is not merely foetbeggar, but for the noble, that this is a reflugny a
time men of immense wealth have had to be caraelld hospital from injury inflicted by fire or weat
accident, or sudden sickness. | appeal to yourskekiss, and to your honor: pay your proportion to-
wards a common protection.

But | appeal to you on higher grounds. | forgedt jupow how many thousands of cases of accident
have gone into the hospital during the past yeatrjths very surprising. They never ask who they, a
or where they come from, but receive all the wouhdevery great accident involves a huge expense
upon the hospital which is near the spot. Thisas sufficiently thought of, or there would be spci
contributions on each sad occasion. Few considerthese noble institutions are supported. “Oh, the
rich people give to them!” Alas, the rich peopleeof forget them! “Oh, but these general collections
will do the work!” No such thing! It is such a giil contribution which usually makes up a colleatio
that the hospitals are little aided thereby. Thasgtutions are left to run into debt, or spendittcapi-
tal, or keep their beds empty. | could not too regtg put the case of hospitals just now. | have hal
wished that the Government would undertake thery, lbam not sure that they would be so well con-
ducted in that case as when they are left to @iwadnagement by hearts that feel for men. Something
must be done. We must give a great deal more;dhections ought to be at least twice as muchlin al
our churches and chapels as they have ever begwu iere present when a man was run over, and you
heard his bones break, you would put your handyoto pocket, or do anything else in your power to
help him. | wish | could make you feel in the pmese of such a calamity for a minute, so as to touch
your hearts and your hands. Diseases are alwagsdland driving thousands to seek hospital help. |
would like to take you down a ward, and cause yolisten to the stories told from half-a-dozen beds
What sickness! What poverty caused by sickness!t\Whias poor bodies are capable of enduring! Oh,
come, let us help them! Let us give to the suppbthose who nurse them, and for the help of those
who exercise their best skill for their relief. Wisan withhold? By the tender mercy of our God, I
charge you to give freely to this excellent causethe box goes round, remember that this is net th
time for three-penny pieces. You who are wealthytmwurite checks or give notes, and you may send
them to our treasurer if you prefer it. All mustdpenerous for the sake of that tender mercy wische
dayspring of our hope and life.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—MATTHEW 8:1 -18.
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