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“And to know the love of Christ, which passes knadbe, that you might
be filled with all the fullness of God.”
Ephesians 3:19.

THIS is a part of Paul’s prayer for the Ephesialiebers. It is the closing clause and consummation
of it. It mentions the grandest gift for which hewged. His prayer was like that ladder which Jasaly,
the top of which reached to heaven and God, andpbstle at the foot of it was not asleep, but ilogk
up with eager eyes, and marking each rising ruriggbt. Be it ours by sweet experience to ascemdl th
staircase of light. May the Holy Spirit revealatus even now!

You must begin to read at the"verse. “For this cause | bow my knees unto thadtatf our Lord
Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaved aarth is namedhat”—this is one rung of the
ladder. “That He would grant you, according to ticees of His glory, to be strengthened with migit
His Spirit in the inner marthat”—here comes the second rung, one step helps ymath the next,
and you are strengthened that you may rise higheieajoy a further privilege. “That Christ may divel
in your hearts by faitithat’—this is the third rung. Oh, that the Holy Spiriaynhelp you at once take a
firm footing upon it! “That you, being rooted antbgnded in love, may be able to comprehend with all
saints what is the breadth, and length, and depith height; and to know the love of Christ, whics®
es knowledge.” Surely we are at the top of thedaduww, are we not? What a height! How glorious is
the view! How solid the standing! How exhilaratitige sense of communion with all saints and with the
Lord of saints! Yet this is not the top of it. Haseanother step-“that you might be filled with all the
fullness of God.”

You see that the prayer begins with the gracioasitipn that we may bestrengthened-
“strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inmaan, according to the riches of His glory.” The ob
jective is that Christ may dwell in our hearts Iatt. Before the Lord can dwell in us, we must be
strengthened—mentally and spiritually strengtherieml.entertain the high and holy One—to receive
into our soul the indwelling Christ—it is necess#mgt the temple be strengthened, that there be mor
power put into every pillar and into every stonetteé edifice. It is taken for granted that we hale
ready been washed and cleansed, and so made @hfwst to come and dwell within us. But we also
need to be strengthened, for, unless we becommagstran all spiritual life, how is Christ to dwe our
hearts by faith? Unless we become stronger in lamd,in all the graces of the Spirit, how can we-wo
thily entertain such a guest as the Lord Jesus?arebwe even need that our spiritual perceptiaulsh
be strengthened, that we may be able to know Hiranwe does come and dwell in us. We need that
our spirit should be elevated and lifted into ahleigcondition than as yet it has known, in ordet the
may be on a platform where we can have communidim @fnrist, and may, by a heavenly enlargement
of mind and heart, be made able to the fullestnteréain the Lord of glory. We must be strengthened
into stability of mind that so Christ may dwell,idd, reside in our hearts by faith. Oh, brethremrg
thing has to be done for us, for even when we adentlean enough for Christ to enter us, we are not
strong enough. Even when the Lord has taken awayéfilement, so that no longer “sin lies at the
door” to shut Him out, yet even then we are todle¢o entertain so great a guest. We should lee lik
Peter, who, when Christ came into his boat anddiit with fish, was too feeble to receive Him, and
therefore cried out in an agony of weakness, “Defram me, for | am a sinful man, O Lord.” “Oh,”
says one, “l would never say that.” | do not kndangther. If the Lord were to favor you with such di
vine manifestations as He has given to the strosgmts, you might be overcome, and swoon with in-
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ward faintness, almost desiring that Christ woudtl draw so near to you. If the Lord should appear t
you in His glory, you would be afraid, and like doim the Apocalypse, fall at His feet as dead. You
need to be strengthened, for how else could youreritie vision of His splendor, the divine excitete
of His infinite love? Paul, therefore, begins hexjuests for the Ephesians with a prayer for more
strength for their inner man. Let us pray it torigfiO Holy Spirit, strengthen my feeble mind, that |
may be able to receive more of my Lord. Give mearaapacity, give me a clearer perception, give me
a better memory, give me an intense affection,gwel me a larger faith.” This is the first prayehat
you may be strengthened according to the richétiglory, with might by His Spirit in the inner ma

Be eager for this; plead now with all your headsrhe and for yourselves, that we may all be stteng
ened by the power of the Spirit of our God.

Now, having stood on the first step of the laddRayl goes on to pray that, when we are strength-
ened, we may bmhabited,that Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith. Whhe house is ready to re-
ceive Him, and strong enough for such a wondrohabitant, may Jesus come, not to look about Him
as He did when He went into the temple—for we rtsadl He looked round about Him with indignation,
and did not remain there—but may He come on purpmsbide with us, not to tarry for a night and
give us some transient visits of His love, swedahaswould be, but “that Christ mayvell in our hearts
by faith.” This will make you living temples for ¢hindwelling Lord. Oh, but this is a great prayand
when you are strengthened to receive so sacreft, angly the Lord fulfill it to you till your commuon
with Christ shall be constant all the while you aveake, and when you awake in the night may ydiu sti
be with Him, being even now, “forever with the Ldrtdpray that you may no longer envy the disciples
in their walk to Emmaus, as though they were thatrpavileged of all mankind because they had one
walk with Jesus, but may your fellowship be sucit tyou entertain the Savior day and night—going,
may you take Him where you go, and staying, findhHvhere you stay. May you have His perpetual,
unclouded presence with you, being strengthenetd tipat mark, for it is not every man that is cdpab
of it. Oh, brethren, you must aspire to the power of geddes fullest, being strengthened by the Spirit
of God until Christ shall reside in your heartsfaigh, that you may always see Him within you, mayi
so clear a view of what Jesus is, and what He bae,dhat you may never again be vexed with doubts
concerning Him or His word. May you have such fanitommunion with Him that you may believe
Him implicitly, and never dream of distrusting Hirs a child lies on its mother's bosom, so may you
rest upon the love of Christ, leaning all your weiigpon Him. May you never have to inquire for your
Well-beloved, but know that He abides within yos, @urely as your heart remains in living energy
within your body. Be not afraid to ask, and seeld believe for this, the ladder is meant to be lobih
this experience is attainable, Christ may dwelanr hearts by faith. This second step of the ladsle
worth reaching. Rise to it, you struggling beliestéFhe Lord bring us all to it by the Holy Spirit!

And when we climb thus far, what next? This thatep is a broad one, and it has three parts Iis it.
first part isestablishmert“That you, being rooted and grounded in love.” \Wlhy®u are strengthened
and when Jesus dwells in your heart, then you atenger “carried about with every wind of doctrihe
but you are rooted, like a cedar in Lebanon whateives but fears not the stormy wind. You are no
longer upset by doubts and fears, as a bowingis/#trown over by a breeze, for you are groundesl li
a well-built house, settled on its rocky foundati¥iour wall has made its last settlement, and btted
down upon the eternal foundation which can neverengoved, “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-
day, and forever.” No man attains to this rooted grounded state unless Christ dwells in his hé&due.
indwelling is necessary to the settlement of thesko but he that has Jesus dwelling in him laughs t
scorn the whimsies and fancies which men call gbiphies. He knows nothing about “advanced
thought,” for by the grace of God, he has advarasetar as he needs to advance, since he has come to
live in Christ and Christ has come to live in hiiihat is there beyond this as to firmness of basis a
foundation? If there is anything beyond this, wendd know it, nor want to know it. We are perfectly
content and satisfied to remain with the love ofi§€habiding in our souls—*“that Christ may dwell in
our hearts, that we may be rooted and groundedwve.l For oh! When the heart gets grounded in
love—when it loves Christ and feels the love of i€hshed abroad in it by the Holy Spirit, it sayBo
where do you invite me? To what fair havens cousail? With what do you tempt me? What can be
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sweeter under heaven or in heaven than that whiobwi enjoy, namely, the love of an indwelling
Christ? Oh, evil sirens, you sing to me in vain!uvfmight sooner tempt the angels in heaven to descen
to hell than persuade my spirit to leave my Belowdtb dwells in me and lives in me, and who has
grounded and settled me in a deep sense of Hisad¢texe.”

Side by side with this very blessed establishmerihe faith, for which | would bow my knee as
Paul did for the Ephesians, that you may all haveoames acomprehensiomf divine love. How anx-
iously do | desire your firm settlement in the krutor this is an age which needs rooted and grednd
saints, this is a time when men need to be confirmehe present truth and to hold it as with amir
hand. Side by side with that, however, we wouldehgou receive this further blessing, namely, a com-
prehension of the love of Christ, “That you may di#e to comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth, and height,” tbat may have no crude idea, but a clear and definite
understanding of what the love of Christ is to yAs.a mathematician makes calculations and araves
clear ideas, as a mechanic cubes a quantity aed teklength, and depth, and height, so may thid Lo
Jesus Christ’s love be to you no more an airy drdarha substantial fact, about which you know dis-
tinctly, being taught of the living God by the Hdbpirit. You know that Christ’s love is an eterfale,
without beginning, an everlasting love, without gadove that knows no boundary, a love that never
lessens and cannot be increased, a love that beslg in His heart towards you as an unworthy,eind
serving sinner, a love which led Him to live forym human nature, and to die for you in His owdyo
on the cross, a love which made Him stand sposswmety and substitute for you, and led Him to bear
your load of sin, and die while doing so, and bilngt sin of yours in a sepulcher out of which ivere
shall rise. You know that it is a love which madenHise again and mount the heavens and sit at the
right hand of God, still doing all for you—Ilivinghat you may live, pleading, that you may be pre-
served, preparing heaven, that you may come tbedevéll with Him, and intending to come by-and-by
that He may receive you to Himself, that where $jehere you may also be. Oh, beloved, this is-a de
lightful thing, first to be strengthened, then #vh Christ dwelling in you, and then to begin tokrthe
measure of His immeasurable love. This is to bghtof God, when you are able to speak of height,
depth, length, breadth, and so see the Saviores tobe a tangible, real, practical, efficient thirlow
blessed to comprehend that divine love which, adteris incomprehensible! | know that some of you
who have been lately converted think that you kmdlvabout it, but you do not, for I tell you freetilyat
some of us who have now known the Lord for a thifé century must still confess that we have only
coasted along the shore of this great world of |evle into the center of the bright continent kaeve
never yet been able to penetrate. | could introdueeto friends who have been 50 years in Chridt an
though they hold a constant jubilee in the sensklisflove, yet they will tell you that they are gnl
scholars on the lowest form, beginning to spell ikt alphabet of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
You do not know what lies before you, young saibts, press on, ask the Lord to make you stronger,
and you shall then entertain your Lord as a pegdeguest within your bosom. And you shall come to
know what fathers in the church have loved to lgtra heights and depths of unsearchable lovehiBe t
our prayer at this moment—

“Come, dearest Lord, descend and dwell

By faith and love in every breast!

Then shall we know, and taste, and feel

The joys that cannot be expressed!

Come fill our hearts with inward strength

Make our enlarged souls possess

And learn the height, and breadth, and length,

Of your immeasurable grace!”
Do not overlook the third part of this subject, ahiis “that you may know the love of Christ, which
passes knowledge’—that you may haeguaintancewith that love which can never be fully known.
This is the subject upon which | would briefly shetaking the whole verse as a step that leadsto a
other step. “That you may know the love of Chnsgliich passes knowledgtat”—and now we come
to the top step of all—"that you might be filledtviall the fullness of God.”
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Here are four things to talk aboute-know the love of Chrissecondlyto know it so as to be filled
with all the fullness of Godhirdly, to be filled with the fullness of Godnd then, fourthlybeing full,
what then?Does not that mean that when we are full we shadtftow to the glory of Him who filled
us? God grant that we may! May the fullness of gésuglorified by our holy and useful outpourings!

l. First, then, TO KNOW THE LOVE OF CHRIST. ObservatttPaul was not praying for people
who did not know the love of Christ in the ordinanganing of the term. They did know it, they had
heard all about it from Paul. They had read abbirt his epistles and in other gracious recordsyTh
knew the whole story of the love of Christ througpostolic teaching. Yes, and they knew it by faith,
too. They had believed in the Lord Jesus Chrish tim¢ salvation of their souls, so that in thet fuerse
of this epistle he calls them, “saints which ar&plhesus, and the faithful in Christ Jesus.”

What does he mean by his prayer that they migbwkime love of Christ? He intended another kind
of knowledge. | know very many people, that is 4y,d4 have read about them. | have heard of them. |
have seen them in the streets and they touch lila¢srto me, and | do the same to them. And thus |
know them. This is a slender form of knowledge, lyitar it is the kind of knowledge which most men
have of Christ. They have seen Him. They have lddakeHim, and blessed be His name, there is life in
a look, but they have gone no further. Even sukhaavledge as that which comes by trembling faith is
a knowledge that saves. But | will tell you the pked know best. They live with me in my own houke.
see them every day, | am on the most familiar tesitis them, and this is the knowledge here intended
Read our text again. “That Christ may dwell in ybearts by faith” and then—"that you may know the
love of Christ.” Is not this the best way of knowiit? Jesus resides in your heart, which is théecef
your love, and then you knowlis love. He teaches you to love Him, and as you |gaersweet lesson,
you begin to know how Jesus loves you. You comlentaw Him by personal acquaintance, by having
Christ dwelling in you so that you see Him, heamifeel His touch and enjoy His blessed company.
This kind of knowledge is the most precious ofkalbwledge, whatever the subject may be.

You see themethodof this knowledge, the way in which it comes to ligs a sure and efficient
way, for by having Jesus dwell in us, and by becgmooted, and grounded in love to Him, we come to
know Him as we can never know Him by being taughobr fellow men, or by all the reading or study
in the world. This is the highest style of the acie of Christ Crucified, for this comes of persopaof
and experiential test, and therefore it is notéddken from us, but is woven into our consciousnége
have been taught by certain modern philosophetsatealo notknow anything. | fancy our friends are
not far off the mark if they only speak for themss, but | object to their representing They tell us
that we only know that our senses have been opkergien, and perhaps we may know that certain
things do thus operate, but we can hardly be sutteat One of these philosophers kindly says thkt
gion is a matter of belief, not of knowledge. Thasn opposition to all the teaching of Scriptufake
your pencil and read through all the Epistles ¢inJand mark the word “know.” It is repeated coutin
ally. In fact, it is the key word of the apostlé&tter. He writes perpetually, “We know; we knowe w
know; we know.” Truly, brethren, wienowthe love of Christ. When Jesus dwells in us, waakomere-
ly believe in His love as a report, but we enjogsta fact. We have made its acquaintance, wethatre
ed, we have handled, we have experienced this hgagt; what a favor! To know the love of Christ!
Do not forget that this only comes of Christ’s divg in us, and of our being rooted and grounded in
love to Him.

“We cannot be certain of anything,” someone s#ysll, perhaps/ou cannot. But the man who has
Christ dwelling in him says, “There is one thingnh certain of, and that is the love of Christ ta iream
assured of the loveliness of His character andaffection of His heart. | perceive that He Himsslf
love and | am equally clear, since He has com&éowith me, that He lovesie,for He would not have
lived in my heart at all if He had not loved me. Weuld not cheer and encourage me. He would not
rebuke and chasten me, as He does, if He did netrme. He gives me every proof of His love, and
therefore | am sure of it. | will have no questramsed or ifyouraise it, you will kindly understand that |
do not raise it, for | have come to this, | know thve of Christ.”

What a blessed knowledge this is! Do they talk@&nce? No science can rival the science of Christ
Crucified! Knowledge? No knowledge can compare wite knowledge of the love that passes

4 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 29




Sermon #1755 The Top of the Ladder 5

knowledge. How sweet it is to know love! Who neadsetter subject to exercise his mind upon? And
how precious is the love of Christ! The sweetestlbthe sweets that life can yield—the sourceook]

the mirror of love, the model of love, the love winisurpasses all love, as the knowledge of it Ssg%a
all knowledge. Who would not be a scholar whenlibek he reads in is the heart of Christ? Who would
not be a student when the science is Christ Cagtithe lesson book Christ manifested, the tutors€h
glorified, and the prize Christ enthroned in that® Jesus is most dear from every point of view, b
how charming is it to see Him in the light of low®, as “to know the love of Christ”!

You see, therthe way in which we come by our knowledgalthe certaintythere is in it, andhe
sweetnessf the subject. | shall have to show you, as wemdhe efficacyof this knowledge, for when
we know the love of Christ that passes knowledgm®|lows before long that we come to fiéed with
all the fullness of God. Here is a sweet perfunmipht into a man’s house. For substance it seelns to
a little thing, it can lie on his finger. Wait aweminutes and it has actually filled the room. Buere
exclaims, “What sweetness!” The fragrance perfuthesentire chamber. They open the door, the deli-
cious scent is in the passage, it has gone upstaosevery bedroom, till the fragrance is diffused
through the entire house, and if you open a windomvades the street and charms the passershye If
love of Christ is really known in the soul, it ikd a precious box of rarest aromatics, it diffuggsif till
it fills our entire being. | do not wonder to fimdy text saying, “And to know the love of Christ, i
passes knowledge, that you might be filled withtladl fullness of God,” for the love of the Lord Ugss
the most filling thing in existence. In Him dwelldl the fullness of the Godhead bodily and you are
complete in Him, for of His fullness have all yoeceived, and grace for grace, how can we be other-
wise than filled?

Il. We must dwell a minute on that rung of the laddewhich we have ascended—TO KNOW SO
AS TO BE FILLED.

It is not every kind of knowledge that will fillman. Many forms of knowledge make a man emptier
than he was before. The knowledge of earthly lweaitends to make a man hunger for them, and so a
new vacuum is created in his mind. When he persdivat there is this or that delight to be hadn the
becomes discontented till he gets it, and so leenistier than he was before. Much of human knowledge
is described by the apostle thus, “Knowledge pufis but love builds up.” Sometimes the more men
know the greater fools they become, for knowledgadt wisdom, though wisdom cannot be without
knowledge. Knowledge in the hands of a fool is &uheans of publishing his folly. Wisdom is the
flower which grows out of knowledge, but all knodtge does not bear that flower, much of it is barren
Brethren, if you get knowledge of Christ’s loveista filling knowledge, for it contents the sodlhen a
man knows the love of Christ to him, every parhisf being is satisfied. We are made up, as it wadre,

a number of horseleeches, every one of which cf@ve. Give.” Here is the heart craving for some-
thing to love. Oh, but when you love Christ, yowéa heart’'s love that will satisfy you for all &in
Where can such sweetness be? Your heart shall geveungering again. His charms shall hold you
fast. There is the intellect, what a horseleegh! itt is always craving for more—more certaintyoma
novelty, more wonder. But when the intellect cortieknow Christ, it acknowledges that in Him dwells
all wisdom. To know the Eternal Son is to know Hather, and this is a knowledge which rests the un-
derstanding and fills up the mind. Imagination lits® content with Jesus. Hope cannot conceive any-
thing more lovely, she gives up all attempts tapaifairer than He, and she cries, “Yes, He isgaith-

er lovely. This is my beloved, and this is my fdel®, you daughters of Jerusalem!” No power or pas-
sion that is vital to our manhood is discontentethwthe Lord Jesus Christ. Before conversion we gad
abroad, and go to this house and to that to pickaamty meals. But when Christ comes home to dwell
with us we sup with Him, and no more go out, sitieere is nowhere to be found anything that is as
good as He, much less anything that can be béterkte. When the love of Christ enters the hean, i
swiftly filled with a perfect satisfaction. A centadivine, not a thousand miles away, who has ny ve
great love for the gospel, says that he can inflaeand enlighten most people except those whotheld
views of a certain “notorious individual.” That #pet | take to myself. He adds, “When once they re-
ceive his doctrinal teaching there is no stirrihgm an inch.” Blessed be God for that. | scarcelyeul
that the work was so well done, and | am glad ef#lorthy gentleman’s certificate. So it is, wher®n
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you cast anchor in the port of Christ’s love, yoistwfor no more voyages. You will not change when
you feel that it is well with your soul. You arersanced that there is no better article in the raathan
that which your soul has learned to feed upon,sangou are not inclined to go further and fare wors

Again, when the soul comes to enjoy Christ, ftlied in a most emphatic sense. It is not merelty s
isfied, but overjoyed. One said to me the other, lagm sure that you have a contented heart.” ‘IWel
| replied, “if | were pinched with poverty you migtalk of my contentment, but God blesses me g ric
ly that | have passed beyond mere contentment/d bt things and abound. | feel as if | can biéssl
all day long.” Christ’s people are not merely safel contented, they are filled. And well they may b
for there is enough in Christ for millions, and Y& is altogether ours. He has given Himself tasis
glorious whole. A little patrimony may make a mamtented, but what shall we say when our heritage
is Christ Himself? Contented? Why, our heart leagp#e survey our infinite portion—

“In the heavenly Lamb thrice happy | am

And my heart does dance at the sound of His name.”
When you live in the full enjoyment of the Lord’segence and abide under a sense of His love, ybu fe
happier than tongue can tell. Your heart is tobttuhold, it is like a vessel needing vent, it pesses a
joy unspeakable and full of glory.

Once more, when the love of Christ comes to wadnuthe soul, when it brings with it all its choice
treasures, then the mind of the believer is fiNeth the fullness of God. What is it that the look
Christ gives to the objects of it? Let me ask aeotjuestion. What is it which is worth having titat
doesnot give? He gives us light for our darkness, eyetorblindness, food for our hunger, cleansing
for our defilement, garments for our nakednesslitggdor our sickness. He gives us strength for our
weakness, joy for our sorrow, comfort for our diss, deliverance for our peril, and triumph for our
conflict. When Jesus comes to dwell in the heag,biings with Him such furniture, such provision,
that our entire nature is equipped, furnished, ol for, in a word, “filled with all the fullnessf
God.” Christ does not long dwell in an unfurnisheslise. Oh, you that have a poor, poverty-stricken
religion of which you have to say, like the eldeother in the parable, “These many years did leerv
you, neither transgressed | at any time your conumemt: and yet you never gave me a kid, that |
might make merry with my friends,” | beseech yoay so no more. Come, brother, alter that tune, and
hear what the great Father says, “Son, you areyalwéh Me, and all that | have is yours.” If Chris
dwells in your heart, His Father is your Fathers Biod is your God, His heaven is your heaven, yes,
and His throne shall be your throne, for He willkmgou to sit where He sits at the right hand ofl Go
glory. Oh, the blessedness of knowing the loveloiist! It fills the spirit to the fullest.

lll. In a sentence or two | will pass over the thirdnponamely, WHAT IT IS TO BE FILLED
WITH ALL THE FULLNESS OF GOD.

Does it not mean that self is banished, for if flléness of God has filled you, where is room for
self? Does it not mean that the soul is perfedtgrmed with all that God does for it, “Filled widll the
fullness of God”? Does it not mean that every poofedhe entire nature is solaced and satisfiedstoe
not mean that the whole man is occupied and inbdtiyy God—that the whole nature becomes perme-
ated with grace, saturated with love, satisfiedhviatvor, and full of the goodness of the Lord? Il wot
talk more of it at this time. | hope that you vwkhow by experience what that fullness means, if gou
not know it already. May the Holy Spirit give yduig glad experience!

IV. I want to come to the practical point that WHEREVERRIST DWELLS IN THE HEART BY
FAITH WE RECEIVE THE FULLNESS OF GOD INTO OUR SPIRIWITH THE DESIGN THAT
WE MAY OVERFLOW.

Brothers, sisters, | dare say you know what tbibe empty. Have you ever tried to pray when you
are empty? Yes and the result is a very empty pra@ait of nothing comes nothing.” And when there
IS no prayer in you, and you pray, why, it is nayar at all. You try to praise, but if there ispraise in
you, your attempted hallelujahs languish and expireue praise comes forth from you, it must ffirs
have been within you. But do you know what it igoptay when you are full of prayer? When the Lord
has filled you with hunger, and thirst, and desisesd hopes, and expectations, what an overflowfng
prayer is with you! When the season of prayer isrpand you go down to business, you cry, “Alas, |
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never knew a quarter of an hour fly so quicklylds has done! How refreshed | am! | made no effort
pray, but | poured out my soul like water before tlord.” Yes, because you have been filled with all
the fullness of God, therefore you have prayedihgahd with fullness. In singing, you have feleth
same plenitude of devotion. Sometimes when you t@en praising the Lord, you have wished that
you had all men’s tongues in your mouth, and tloat lyad all the songs of birds at your command, and
all the music of the spheres. You have desiredakenthe stars your keyboard, to play upon thenoa gl
riousTe Deumand yet you would not even then have praised ¢gmd as your heart desired. When you
are full of praise, then you praise, indeed. k islessed thing for our heart to get full towarasiGor
then we worship Him with a full soul. It may be wrilll of regrets, repentances, and desires, buifye

it is full, it is a blessed fullness. Even if yoreaonly full of groans, and cries, and entreatiess, well.
When God dwells in you by the Holy Spirit, as tharis of supplication and devotion, then you live t
wards God with vigorous life.

And dear brethren, when you are all full of divigiace, you are filled for all the circumstances of
life. You have lately buried a greatly beloved ombe news came upon you all of a sudden, but you
were not afraid of evil tidings. Why, because ybaart was “fixed, trusting in the Lord.” When thads
bereavement came, it did not overwhelm you, atreraime it might have done so, but the Lord was
pleased to fill you with His presence that you weuée prepared for the trouble. Tomorrow mornihg i
you go into the world filled with the fullness 0@, afflictions may come in business, perhaps déraex
heavy account will be sent in, and you will be pexpd as to how to meet it, but you will not mind.
You will be ready for the difficulty because thdlfiess of God will ballast you and save you frora th
rough winds. Perhaps tomorrow you will meet witgraat success, and if you are not full of grace you
will grow proud and lifted up, but if you are fitlewith all the fullness of God, if the Lord shoutthke
you as rich as Solomon, you would not grow worldiyou are filled with all the fullness of God, yo
are as ready for prosperity as you are for adwerand whatever happens to you in the future ydu wi
be prepared for it. If you are called upon to ceafelis name, if you are filled with all the fullsesf
God, courage will be yours, and if you are callecehdure great suffering, patience will be ready, f
the God of patience will grant you strength eqoayaur need. If a knotty problem poses you, and you
are filled with God’s wisdom, you will work it oulf you go forth filled with God, you are providéaor
every emergency. Come slander or prosperity, weatgvape the temptation may assume, if the love of
Christ has filled you with the fullness of God, yare ready for it. Look how prepared you will be to
meet your brethren and benefit them. Suppose youldimeet one in a little gathering of believersy a
they should ask you to speak a word, if you ark fur speech will be worth hearing, but if yowear
empty, your communications will be also empty. Shmes when we preach we are conscious of unfit-
ness for the work because our soul is povertyksrnc There cannot be much in our mouths if there is
little in our hearts. Out of an empty sack you aarshake a bushel of wheat, even if you shakerit ve
hard. | have heard a brother pray a wearisome wéid | believe he was long because he had nothing
to say. A horse can run many miles if he has ngttoncarry. Long prayers often mean wind and empti-
ness. If you are full with a divine fullness, ydips scatter gems more precious than pearls and dia
monds. Filled with all the fullness of God your Ipgtlike God’s paths, drop fatness. Do you not know
Christian men of that sort? They are millionairai€ians who make others rich. | know saints whom |
rejoice to visit because | always learn from théns a privilege to be in the company of full Sainust
as it is a misery to hear the clatter of empty ggebrs. It is said that we English people feelptiédid if
we sit by the side of a lord, this | know, that get into the company of one of God’s aristocraayd
have a quarter of an hour’s talk with him, andtieliprayer as well, | feel quite lifted up. My e
glad within me when | see the grace of God abungtaatbrother or sister. | want you, brethren, ¢ b
full of sympathy, full of pity, full of mercy, fulbf wisdom, and when your brethren hear you spily,
will be as men who have found running springs alletifup their vessels.

Lastly, if the love of Jesus Christ is in us sattive are filled with all the fullness of God, hogady
we shall be to meet common folk that are not thedlsopeople as yet! We shall have a word on wheels
for all who cross our path. You find it difficulb get the right words at the right time when yoe! tafk-
ing to seekers. Just so, brothers and sistersnhytnot that be, because you are not full up tdtima?
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You are nearly empty, and it takes you a long ticmairn your tub up and pour out the little dropieth
hangs at the bottom. If you were full up to tharhriyou would run over on all sides, and all aroyod
there would be holy moisture. If you are so fullspiritual life that you cannot help running ovgou
will, by the Holy Spirit's power, pour out the righxpressions when they are needed, and thirstg sou
will receive of the living water.

If we are quite full, we may move about among utigonen, and our presence will be a benediction
to them. | read the other day of one who heard a sweear and tell a lie at the same time. He did not
say anything, but the swearer was aware that skenker was aware of his falsehood. The reprovedfix
his eye on the liar, and was silent. That glancatwe the other’s heart, for it said more than aeio
hard names. What the reprover did not say had pmser than what he might have said. Be zealous for
the Lord, and He will tell you what to do, and geigbu as how to do it, if you are only full of Hife.

“But | do not know how to speak,” says one. Jasty®u know that you have only a little living wa-
ter at the bottom of your barrel, and you do naitrhow to get it out. “Oh, but | feel such a ditfity
in speaking.” If there is only a little in the tulbe difficulty is to get it out, but if you arelfuthat diffi-
culty will vanish.

If the Lord has brought us to His fullness, iaigery high state to be in. Look at our blessedtbtas
Wherever He was, and whatever happened, and whelr/event, He did the right thing, there and
then, and said the best thing that could be sa&dalse the Holy Spirit rested upon Him without meas
ure. Oh, that the Holy Spirit would fill us alsocacding to our capacity! If the water carts go g@dhe
road in dusty weather with nothing in them, theyl wot stop the dust, and if you Christians go abou
the world empty, you will not stop the dust of sthich blinds and defiles society. If you go to arfe
tain and find no water flowing, that fountain mogksur thirst, it is worse than useless. Therefdie,
not forget that if you ever become empty of graae mock those who look to you. Blessed is he of
whom it is written, “Out of his belly shall flowwers of living water.” This spoke Christ of the &ipof
God dwelling in men. God grant that you and | maglerstand His meaning!

If anybody is saying, “This is out of my line; &e not come as far as this.” | know it is so.Véda
not been talking to you. Yet I will not be altogetlsilent to you. Look to Jesus Christ at once, ynd
shall be saved. Trust Him, trust Him wholly. Bythayou will begin to live. After you begin to livgpou
will be strengthened by the Spirit of the Lord. &fiyou are strengthened Christ will dwell in yoeah.
After Christ has dwelt in your heart, you shall inthe love that passes knowledge, and after yowkno
the love that passes knowledge, you shall be fikgd all the fullness of God. Do not begin at &,
but take things according to God’s order. A man wighes to climb a ladder does not expect to pat hi
foot upon the top rung at the first step, he assdryddegrees. There is your first rung—“Believetiom
Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved.” Takefitsa step at once. May the Lord help you! Begin-
ning with faith in Jesus, you shall persevere, ascknd till you reach the top of the ladder. Thedlze
with you and in you to the fullest! Amen and Amen.
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