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“But the father said to his servants, Bring fortthe best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring bis hand,
and shoes on his feet: And bring here the fattedfcand kill it; and let us eat and be merry.”
Luke 15:22, 23.

LAST Lord’'s-Day we spoke upon the consecration pofests—(See #1203, Volume 20—THE
CONSECRATION OF PRIESTS—hby the grace of God, fb6alvolumes of C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern
English, and 574 Spanish translations, visit: wypargeongems.org)That theme might seem too high for
troubled hearts and trembling consciences thattfedrthey shall never be made priests and kings un
God; so glorious a privilege appears to them tggharthe dim, distant future, if, indeed, they fedcat
all! Therefore, at this time, we will go down frattme elevated regions to comfort those who are sgeki
the Lord—with the view of helping them, in theirtuto climb, also! We speak this morning, notlod t
consecration of priests, but of the reception nhers, and this, according to our text, is a vesfuyl
business. It is even described as a merry-makiwgprapanied with music and with dancing. We, very
frequently, speak of the sorrow for sin which acpamies conversion, and | do not think we can speak
of it too often, but yet there is a possibility @fir overlooking the equally holy and remarkable joy
which attends thesturn of a soul to God.

It has been a very common error to suppose thadramust pass through a very considerable time
of despondency, if not of horror of mind, before dan find peace with God. But in this parable the
father seems determined to cut short that periedstbps his son in the very middle of his confegsio
and before he can ask to be made as one of thedereants, his mournful style is changed to rejgic
for the father has already fallen on his neck aisddd his trembling lips into a sweet silencesInot
the Lord’s desire that sinners should tarry longthe state of unbelieving conviction of sin; it is
something wrong in themselves which keeps thenethédrey are ignorant of the freeness and fullness
of Christ, they harbor self-righteous hopes, orthkng to their sins. Sin lies at the door, buisitno
work of God which blocks the way! He delights irithdelight, and joys in their joy! It is the Fatlse
will that the penitent sinner should at once bali@v Jesus, at once find complete forgiveness,aand
once enter into rest. If any of you came to Jesithowt the dreary interval of terror which is so
frequent, | pray you do not judge yourselves asighoyour conversions were dubious—they are all the
more, instead of all the less, genuine, becauselibar, rather, the marks of the gospel than ofawt
The weeping of Peter, which in a few days turn@yp is far better than the horror of Judas whindse
in suicide! Conversions, as recorded in Scriptare, for the most part, exceedingly rapid.

They were pricked in the heart at Pentecost, andgdme daybaptized and added to the Church
because they had found peace with God through J&isust! Paul was struck down with conviction,
and in three days was a baptized believer! Pertiegpfigure is inappropriate, but | was about to teat
sometimes God’s power is so very near us thatigiening flash of conviction is often attended la t
very same moment by the deep thunder of the Laroise which drives away our fears, and proclaims
peace and pardon to the soul! In many cases thp sleadle of the law is immediately followed by the
silken thread of the gospel; the showers of repmetare succeeded at once by the sunshine of faith,
and peace overtakes penitence, and walks arm iwéhher into yet fuller rest! Having thus remintde
you that God would have penitents very soon rejdieeant to spend this morning in setting forth the
joy which is caused by pardoned sin. That joy reéfold. We will talk about it, first, athe joy of God
over sinnerssecondlythe joy of sinners in Godind thirdly, what is so often forgotterthe joy of the
servantsfor they too rejoiced, for the father said, “lueteat and be merry.”

One of the points of the parable is just this, @min the case of the lost sheep the shephers call
together his friends and neighbors, and as in #se ©f the piece of money the woman calls her
neighbors together, so in this case, also, othengesn the joy which chiefly belongs to the loviagher
and the returning wanderer.

I. THE JOY OF GOD OVER SINNERS. It is always difficutt speak of the ever-blessed God
becomingly when we have to describe Him as toutdyegimotions. | pray, therefore, to be guided in my
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speech by the Holy Spirit. We have been educat¢ldetadea that the Lord is above emotions, eitfier o
sorrow or pleasure. That He cannot suffer, foranseg, is always laid down as a self-evident potgula
Is that quite clear? Cannot He do or bear anythlegchooses to do? What does the Scripture mean
which says that man’s sin, before the Flood, maeéelLbrd repent that He had made man on the earth,
“and it grieved Him at His heart™?

Is there no meaning in the Lord’s own language,rtfrgrears long was | grieved with this
generation”? Are we not forbidden to grieve the \H8pirit? Is He not described as having been vexed
by ungodly men? Surely, then, Kan be grieved; it cannot be an altogether meaningiepsession.
For my part, | rejoice to worship the living Godhey because His living, does grieve and rejoice! It
makes one feel more love to Him than if He dweltsome serene Olympus, careless of all our woes
because incapable of any concern about us, oesttar us, one way or the other. To look upon Him a
utterly impassive and incapable of anything likeoion does not, in my mind, exalt the Lord, buheat
brings Him down to be comparable to the gods ofiestor wood which cannot sympathize with their
worshippers! No, Jehovah is not insensible! Hehes ltiving God and everything that goes with life—
pure, perfect, and holy—is to be found in Him! ¥Yetist such a subject always be spoken of very
tenderly, with solemn awe, because albeit we knomething of what God is, for we are made in the
image of God, and the best likeness of God unddlibtegas man as he came from his Maker’s hand,
yet man isnot God, and even in his perfectness, he must have lngea very tiny miniature of God,
while now that he has sinned, he has blotted andda that image. The finite cannot fully mirroeth
infinite, nor can the grand, glorious, essentiaparties of deity be communicated to creatures—they
must remain peculiar to God, alone. The Lord isyéwer, continually represented as displaying joy.
Moses declared to sinful Israel that if they readrand obeyed the voice of the Lord, the Lord would
again rejoice over them for good as He rejoicedr dkieir fathers (Deut 30:9). The Lord is said to
rejoice in His works and to delight in mercy—andety we must believe it! Why should we doubt it?
Many passages of Scripture speak very impressofeod’s joy in His people.

Zephaniah puts it in the strongest manner: “He salle, He will rejoice over you with joy, He will
rest in His love, He will joy over you with singiigOur God is forever the happy or blessed God! We
cannot think of Him as other than supremely bles&tdl, from the Scriptures we gather that He
displays, on certain occasions, a special joy whiehwould have us recognize. | do not think thatit
be mere parable, but it is rdatt, that the Lord does rejoice over returning and répgrsinners. Every
being manifests its joy according to its natured aaeks means for its display suitable to itsel so
with men. When the old Romans celebrated a triubggause some great general returned a victor from
Africa, Greece, or Asia with the spoils of a lorgrgpaign, how did the fierce Roman nature express it
joy? Why, in the Coliseum, or in some yet more \@sphitheatre where buzzing nations choked the
ways! They gathered in their myriads to behold owly beasts, but their fellow men, “butchered to
make a Roman holidayCruelty upon an extraordinary scale was their way of esging the joy of
their iron hearts! Look at the self-indulgent mbe;has had a prosperous season, and has madeya luck
hit, as he calls it, or some event has occurrddsriamily which makes him very jubilant. What wiie
do to show forth his joy? Will he bow the knee matgude, or lift a hymn of praise? Not he! He will
hold a drinking bout, and when he and his fellonessraad with wine, his joy will find expression! The
sensual show their joy by sensuality!

Now, God whose nhame Goodand whose nature is love—when He has joy, expsasse mercy,
in loving-kindness and grace. The father's joy Ire tparable before us showed itself in the full
forgiveness accorded in the kiss of perfect lovstdaeed, in the gift of the best robe, the ring, the
sandals, and in the gladsome festival which filled whole house with hallowed mirth! Everything
expresses its joy according to its nature; Godg |eherefore, reveals its joy in acts of love! Tature
of God being as much above ours as the heavenoigeathe earth, the expression of His joy is,
therefore, all the loftier, and His gifts the gex&tBut thereis a likeness between God’'s way of
expressing joy and ours which it will be profitalite note. How do we express ourselves, ordinarily,
when we are glad? We do so very commonly by a aysptbounty When, in the olden times, our kings
came into the city of London, or a great victorysvweelebrated—the conduit in Cheapside ran with red
wine, and even the gutters flowed with it! Thenréherere tables set in the street, and My Lords,thad
aldermen, and the mayor kept open house, and exdyywas fed to the full. Joy was expressed by
hospitality You have seen the picture of the young heir cgnohage, and have noticed how the artist
ﬂepicts the great yard of the manor as full of rmad women who are eating and drinking to their

earts’ content.
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At Christmas seasons and upon marriage days, andghdnomes, men ordinarily express their joy
by bountiful provision. So also does the fatherthis wondrous parable, exhibit the utmost bounty,
representing, thereby, the boundless generositheofyreat Father of Spirits who shows His joy over
penitents by the manner in which He entertains thEme best robe, the ring, the shoes, the fattdd ca
and the, “Let us eat and be merry,” all show, Birtbountifulness, that God is glad! His oxen and H
fatlings are killed, for the feast of mercy is th@nquet of the Lord! So unrivalled are the giftsHi$
gracious hand that the receivers of His favors haied out in amazement, “Who is a God like unto
You!” Beloved, consider, awhile, the Lord’s bourtty returning sinners, blotting out their sins li&ke
cloud, and like a thick cloud their iniquities; fifiging them in the nghteousness of Christ, enduayvi
them with His Holy Spirit, regenerating them, contifty them, illuminating them, punfylng them,
strengthening them, guiding them, protecting thﬁhmg them with all His own fuIIness satlsfylng
their mouth with good things, and crowning themhwignder mercies. | see, in the bounty of God with
which He so liberally endows returning sinners, ighty proof that His inmost soul rejoices over the
salvation of men!

At glad times men generally manifest sogpecialtyin their bounty. On the day of the young heir's
coming of age, the long-stored cask of wine is thhed, and the best bullock is roasted whole. Se her
in the parable we reatBring forth the best robe,” indicating that it had been laidalog kept in store
until then. Nobody had used that robe; it was ldclp in the wardrobe, only to be brought out onesom
very special occasion. This was the happiest day ¢ler had made glad the house, and therefore,
“Bring forth the best robe.” No other will sufficéfl meat is needed for the banquet, let a calfibedk
which shall it be—a calf taken at random from tleed? No, buthe fattedcalf which has been standing
in the stalls and is well fed—and has been resefoed festivall Oh, beloved, when God blesses a
sinner, He shows His joy by giving him theservedmercies, thespecialtreasures of everlasting love,
the preciousthings of divine grace, theecretof the covenant—yes, He has given to sinners és¢ &f
the best in giving them Christ Jesus, and the ifidweof the Holy Spirit! The best that heaven aifs,
God bestows on sinners when they come to Him! Napscand odds and ends are dealt out to hungry
and thirsty seekers, but in princely munificence unfstinting love the heavenly Father deals out
abundant grace! | would that sinners would come tanany Lord’s hospitality! They would find His
table to be more richly loaded than even that ddi®on, though 30 oxen and 100 sheep did not suffice
for one day’s provision for the household of thagmificent sovereign!

If they would but come, even the largest-heartedragthem would be wonder-struck as they saw
how richly God supplied all their needs accordioddis riches in glory by Christ Jesus—

“Rags exchanged for costly treasure

Shoes, and ring, and heaven’s best robe!

Gifts of love, which knows no measure;

Who can tell the heart of God?

All His loved ones, His redeemed ones,

Perfect are in His abode.”
We also shower our joy byancentration of thoughtpon the object of it. When a man is carried away
with joy, he forgets everything else, and givessethup to the one delight. David was so glad tador
back the ark of the Lord that he danced before.thvd with all his might, being clad only with a &n
ephod. He laid aside his stately garments, andgthiogo little of his dignity that Michal sneeredhatn,
but he was so much absorbed in adoring his Lorat #ti regard to appearances was quite gone!
Observe well the parable and listen, as you heafather say, “Bring forth the best robe and punit
him, and put a ring ohis hand, and shoes dnis feet, and let us eat and be merry,tfus, my sonwas
dead, and is alive again!” The son, alone, is efdther’'s eyes, and the whole house must be atdere
reference to him; nothing is to be thought of todmy the long-lost son! He is paramount in the
wardrobe, the jewel room, the farmyard, the kitchamd the banqueting chamberl He who was lost—
who was dead—he, being found and alive, engrossesltiole of the father’'s mind!

Sinner, it is wonderful how God sets all His thotsgbn you according to His promise, “I will set
My eyes upon them for good,” (Jer 24:6). And agdinvill watch over them to build and to plant, say
the Lord.” The Lord thinks upon the poor and neddid eyes are upon them, and His ears are open to
their cry! He thinks as much of each penitent siree if he were the only being in the universe! O
penitent, for you is the working of the Lord’s prdence to bring you home; for you the training o$ H
ministers that they might know how to reach youartiefor you the gifts of the Spirit upon them that
they might be powerful with your conscience! Yeas, you His Son, His eternal Son, once bleeding on
the cross, is now sitting in the highest heavenkimgantercession foyou!
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| saw in Amsterdam, the diamond cutting, and | cexdi great wheels, a large factory, and powerful
engines; and all the power was made to bear upsmadl stone no larger than the nail of my little
finger! All that huge machinery for that little si®, because it was so precious! | think | see pooy
insignificant sinners, who have rebelled againsiry@od, brought back to your Father's house—and
now the whole universe is full of wheels, and htbte wheels are working together faur good, to
make out ofyoua jewel fit to glisten in the Redeemer’s crown!d3ds not represented as saying more of
creation than, “It was very good.” But in the warkgrace He is described sisiging for joy!He breaks
the eternal silence, and cries, “My son is foundl$’the philosopher, when he had compelled nature to
yield her secret, ran through the street cryingjréka! Eureka! | have found it! | have found it'd s
does the Father dwell on the word, “My son that de&d, is alive again; he that was lost is fouri¢hé
whole of Scripture aims at the bringing back of tleed’'s banished! For this the Redeemer leaves His
glory! For this the church sweeps her house, agiddiher candle—and when the work is done, allrothe
bliss is secondary to the surpassing joy of thedLaf which He bids His ransomed ones partake,
saying—"Enter you into the joy of your Lord.”

We also show our joy bs cheerful willingness of motioth quoted David just now; it was so with
him. He danced before the ark. | cannot imagineidaalking slowly before the ark, or creeping after
it like a mourner at a funeral. | often notice thierence between your coming to this place, asolbe
going to other places of worship. | remark a veojesin, stately, and somber motion in almost
everybody else, but you come tripping along a®u were glad to go up to the house of the Lord! You
do not regard the place of our joyous assembliea ssrt of religiougrison, but as the palace and
banqueting house of the great King! When anyon@yisus, he is sure to show it by the quicknessi®f h
motions! Listen to the father: he says, “Bring fotthe best robe, and put it on him, and put a oimdpis
hand, and shoes on his feet, and bring here ttedfatlf, and let us eat and be merry.” As quicdy
possible he pours out sentence after sentencee Tero delay, no interval between the commands.
Might he not have said, “Bring forth the best r@me put it on him, and let us look at him a whiad
sit down and prepare him for the next step. Andnrhour’s time, or tomorrow, we will put a ring bis
hand. And then, soon, we will put shoes on his, feat he is best without shoes for the present, for
perhaps if he has shoes on, he will run away. Ahedestival, perhaps we had better rejoice owar h
when we see whether his repentance is genuine.nblono! The father’'s heart is too glad! He must
bless his boy at once, heap on his favors, andphuhis tokens of love!

When the Lord receives a sinner, He runs to meat ke falls on his neck; He kisses him; He
speaks to him; He forgives him! He justifies himé Hanctifies him! He puts him among the children;
He opens the treasures of His grace to him, anih @lick succession! Within a few minutes after he
has been cleansed from sin, the prodigal is robddrned, and shod for service! The love of our
Redeemer’s heart made Him say to the poor thlefday shall you be with Me in paradise.” He would
not let him linger in pain on the cross, but catiem away to paradise in an hour or two! Love gy
are always quick of foot! God is slow to anger, big is so plenteous in His mercy that His grace
overflows and rushes on like a torrent when it $ealpng the ravine!

Once more, the joy of the father was shown, asdté&nas, byopen utterancelt is hard for a glad
man to hold his tongue! What can dumb people donvthey are very happy? | cannot imagine how
they endure silence at such times; it must thea terrible misfortune. When you are very happy you
must tell somebody! So does this father; he poutds joy, and the utterance is very simple. “Myn s
was dead, and is alive again; was lost, and isdduret, simple as it is, it is poetry! The poetf/the
Hebrews consisted in parallelism, or a repetitibthe sense or a part of the words. Here are tnesli
which pair with each other, and make a verse ofrélglpoetry. Glad men, when they speak naturally
and simply, always say the right thing in the vbegt manner, using nature’s poetry, as does therfat
here. Note, also, that there is reiteration inthisrance. He might have been satisfied to sayis;Thy
son, was dead, and is alive again.” No, the fadtoissweet, he must repeat it, “He was lost, and is
found.” Even thus we speak when we are very fulbwéet content; the heart bubbles up with a good
matter, and over and over again we rehearse oliVyhen the morsel is sweet, we roll it under the
tongue; we cannot help it! So the Lord rejoicesr@meners, and tells His joy in holy Scripture iaried
phrases and metaphors; and though those Scritgesmple in their style, yet they contain theyver
essence of poetry!

The bards of the Bible stand in the first rank aghtme sons of song! God Himself deigned to use
poetry to utter His joy because a more prosaic mawould be all too cold and tame. Hear how He puts
it—"As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, $alsyour God rejoice over you.” “I will rejoice in
Jerusalem, and joy in My people.” We might havenbeé in the dark about this joy of God; we might
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have been coldly informed that God would save ssrfgut we might never have known that He found
such joy in it—but the divine joy was too greatlie concealed! The great heart of God could not
restrain itself—He must tell to the entire univetise delight which the exercise of His mercy braugh
Him! It was meet that He should make merry and llael,gand therefore, He did it, for nothing that is
meet to be done will ever be neglected by the loandGod!

Thus, dear friends, have | feebly spoken of thegbysod. And | want you to notice that it is a
delight in which every attribute of God takes arsh&ondescension ran to meet the son; love fefli®n
neck; grace kissed him; wisdom clothed him; trudkiegghim the ring; peace shod him; wisdom provided
the feast, and power prepared it. Not one attribfithe divine nature quarrels with the forgivenasd
salvation of a sinner! Not one attribute holds b&ckn the beloved employ. Power strengthens the
weak; mercy binds up the wounded and justice smibes the justified sinner for it is satisfied thgh
the atoning blood. Truth puts forth her hand torgotee that the promise of grace is fulfilled.
Immutability confirms what has been done, and omeixe looks around to see that nothing is left
undone! The whole of deity is brought to bear upgoor worm of the dust, to lift it up and transioit
into an heir of God, joint-heir with the only-betgi! The joy of God occupies the whole of being, so
that when we think of it, we may well say, “Bles® tLord, O my soul, and all that is within me, Bles
His holy name,” since all that is withidim is engaged to bless His saints! This joy of thedLshould
give every sinner great confidence in coming to ®gdlesus Christ, for if you would be glad to be
saved, He will be glad to save you! If you longdg your head in your Father’s bosom, your Father’s
bosom longs to have it there! If you pant to sayave sinned,” He equally longs to say to youabis
of His love, “I forgive you freely.” If you pine tbe His child in His own house once more, the dsor
open, and He is on the watch! Come and welcome!eCamad welcome! No more delay!

Il. 1 have now to speak of THE JOY OF THE SINNER. Tha was glad. He did not express it in
words, as far as | can see in the parable, buglhé,fnone the less. Sometimes silence is disceew it
was so in this case. At other times it is absojuteiced upon you by inability to utter the emotiethis
was also true of the prodigal. The son’s heart twasfull for utterance in words, but he had spegkin
eyes and a speaking countenance as he looked odetirafather. As he put on the robe, the ring, and
the shoes, he must have been too astonished tk! dpeavept in showers that day, but the tears were
not salted with grief—they weraweettears, glittering like the dew of the morning. Whla you think
would make the son glad? Why, the father’s love, fither's forgiveness—and restoration to his old
place in the father’s heart! That was the pointt Ben, each gift would serve as a token of that land
make the joy overflow. There was the robe put ore-dhess of a son, and of a son well-beloved and
accepted. Have you noticed how the robe answerédstoonfession? The sentences match each other
thus—“Father, | have sinned.”—"Bring forth the besbe and put it on him.” Cover all his sins with
Christ’s righteousness! Put away his sin by impgutmhim the righteousness of the Lord Jesus!

The robe also met his condition. He was in ragsietiore, “Bring forth the best robe and put it on
him,” and you shall see no more of his rags! It ila¢hat he should be thus arrayed, in token &f hi
restoration. He who is re-endowed with the privéle@f a son, should not be dressed in sordid @dpthe
but wear raiment suitable to his station! Moreowsr a festival was about to begin, he ought to \aear
festive garment; it would not be seemly for himféast and be merry in his rags. Put the best robe o
him, so that he may be ready to take his plackeabéinquet! So, when the penitent comes to Goi, he
not only covered, as to the past, by the righteessrof Christ, but he is prepared for the future
blessedness which is reserved for the pardoned of&ss he is fitted to begin the rejoicing at once!
Then camehe ring, a luxury rather than a necessity, except that hewas a son, it was well that he
should be restored to all the honors of his retetiop. The signet ring in the East, in former times
conferred great privileges; in those days men didsign their names, but stamped with their sigset,
that the ring gave a man power over property, andarhim a sort of other self to the man whose ring
he wore. The father gives the son a ring, and hamptete an answer was that gift to another cla@ise o
his confession. Let me read the two sentenceshegeti am no more worthy to be called your son”;
“put a ring on his hand.” The gift precisely metts confession! It also tallied with his changewHo
singular that the very hand which had been feegmge should now wear a ring! | guarantee you there
were no rings on his hands when they were soil¢deatrough! But now he is a swine-feeder no lohger
He is now an honored son of a rich father. Slavearwo rings. Juvenal laughed at certain freed men
because they were seen walking up and down th&¥&eaa with conspicuous rings on their fingers, the
emblems of their new-found liberty! The ring indied the penitent's liberty from sin, and his
enjoyment of the full privileges of his father’suse.
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O beloved, the Lord will make you glad if you cotoeHim, by putting the seal of the Holy Spirit’s
indwelling upon you—which is both the earnest @ thheritance, and the best adornment of the hand
of your practical character! You shall have a samd honorable token, and shall know that all thisugs
yours, whether things present, or things to confies fing upon your finger will declare your marrgag
union to Christ, set forth the eternal love whikbk Father has fixed upon you, and be the abidiedgd
of the perfect work of the Holy Spirit! Then theutshoeson his feet. | suppose he had worn out his
own. In the East, servants do not usually wear stavehome, and especially in the best rooms of the
house. The master and the son wear the sandalspbtite servants, so that this order was an answer
the last part of the penitent’s prayer, “Make meoae of your hired servants.” “No,” says the father
“put shoes on his feet.” In the forgiven sinneg #we which takes off its shoes is to be overmaitdye
the familiarity which wears the shoes which infinibve provides. The forgiven one is no longer to
tremble at Sinai, but he is to come to Mount Ziomd-@ have familiar union and communion with
God! Thus, also, the restored one was shod fai Bkervice; he could run upon his father’s erramads,
work in his father’s fields. He had now, in evergyyall that he could need—the robe that coverad hi
the ring that adorned him, and the shoes that pedd@am for travel or labor!

Now you awakened and anxious ones who are longindraw near to God, | would that this
description of the joy of the prodigal would indugeu to come at once! Come, you naked, and He will
say, “Bring forth the best robe!” Come, you thaé s@ur natural deformity through sin, and He will
adorn you with a ring of beauty! Come, you who faelif you could not come, for you have bleeding,
weary feet, and He will shoe you with the silvendals of His divine grace! Only come and you shall
have such joy in your hearts as you have nevemnurdaf! There shall be a young heaven born within
your spirit which shall grow and increase untid@mes to the fullness of bliss!

lll. The time has now come for us to dwell upon THE JOFY THE SERVANTS. They were to be
merry and theyere merry, for the music and the dancing which werartheoutside could not have
proceeded from only one person! There must have by to join in it, and who should these be but
the servants to whom the father gave his commankes{ ate, they drank, they danced, and they joined
in the music! There are many of us, here, who la@eservants of our own heavenly Father. Though we
are His children, we delight to be His servantswiNwhenever a sinner is saved, we haueshare of
joy. We have joy, firstin the Father’s joy They were so glad because their lord was glad-é-goo
servants are always pleased when they see thanthster is greatly gratified. And | am sure thed’®
servants are always joyous when they feel that ttaid is well-pleased; that servant who went aut t
the elder brother, showed by his language that d iw sympathy with the father, for he pleaded with
the son upon the matter. And when you are in syhypaith God, my dear brother or sister, if the Lord
lets you see poor sinners saved, you must andejalice with Him! It will be to you better than fiimg
a purse full of money, or making a great gain isibess! Yes, nothing in the world can give you more
delight than to see some brother or sister of yaursome child of yours made to rejoice in Christ!

A mother once beautifully said, “I remember the r@wd strange emotions which trembled in my
breast when, as an infant, he was first molded yoheart—my first-born child. The thrill of that
moment still lingers—but when he was ‘born-agaitldsped in my arms a ‘new creature in Christ
Jesus,” myspiritual child, my son in the gospel, pardoned, justifi@edopted, saved, forever saved! Oh!
It was the very depth of joy! Joy unspeakable! Myldc was a child of God! The prayers which
preceded his birth, which cradled his infancy, Whgirdled his youth were answered! My son was
Christ’s! The weary watching, the yearning desites,trembling hopes of years were at rest! Owst-fir
born son was avowedly the Lord’s.” May every fathaed mother here know just such joy by having
sympathy with God! But they had sympathy wiitle son | am sure they rejoiced to skien back again,
for somehow, usually even bad sons have the gobadfrglood servants. When young men go away and
are a great grief to their fathers, the servanisnastick to them; they will say, “Well, Master JoWwas
very inconsiderate, and he vexed his father a gieat, but | should like to see the poor boy back
again.” Especially is this true of the old servantso have been in the house since the boy was born—
they never forget him. And you will find that God#d servants are always glad when they see prbdiga
children return! They are delighted beyond meashezause they love them, notwithstanding their
wanderings.

Sinner, with all your faults and hardness of heag,do love you, and we would be glad, for your
sake, to see you delivered from eternal ruin, aachfthe wrath of God, which now abides on you, and
brought to rejoice in pardoned sin and acceptandde Beloved! We would rejoice for the sinner’s
sake, but | think the servants rejoiced most oindlénthey were the instrumenits the father’'s hand of
blessing the son. Just look at this: the fathed saithe servants, “Bring forth the best robe.” idight
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have gone to the wardrobe, himself, with a key, @pehed it, and brought out the robe himself. But h
gave the servants the pleasure of doing it. Whegetimy orders from my Lord and Master on the
Lord’s-Day morning to bring forth the best robenh delighted, indeed! Nothing delights me more than
to preach the imputed righteousness of Jesus Chnst the substitutionary sacrifice of our exalted
Redeemer! “Bring forth the best robe.” Why, my Mast might be content to stay out of heaven if You
would always give me this work to do—to bring fottte best robe, and extol and exalt Jesus Christ in
the eyes of the people!

Then he said, “Put it on him.” When our Lord giwesdivine grace to dinat, there is still more joy!
How many times | have brought forth the best rdig,could not put it on you! | have held it up and
spoke on its excellences—and pointed to your ragd, said what a delightful thing it would be if I
could put it on you—»but | could not! But when thealvenly Father, by His divine grace and the power
of the Spirit, makes us the means of bringing thesasures into the possession of poor sinners, oh,
what joy! | would rejoice to bring forth the ringf ¢the Spirit's sealing work, and the shoes of the
preparation of the gospel of peace, for it is atpgxhibit these blessings, and a greater joN, &tiput
them upon the poor, returning wanderer! God bekbdrior giving His servants so great a pleasure! |
would not have dared to describe the Logksvantsas putting on the robe, the ring, and the shoes—bu
as He has, Himself, done so, | am rejoiced to heeHoly Spirit's own language! How sweet was the
command, “Put it omim.” Yes, put it on the poor trembling, ragged, shivgrsinner! “Put it orhim,”
even on him, though he can hardly believe such ynerbe possible. “Put it onim?” Yes, onhim. He
who was a drunk, a swearer, an adulterer? Yegt pathim, for he repents! What joy it is when we are
enabled, by God’s commission, to throw that glosiouantle over a great sinner! As for the ring, iput
on him! That is the beauty of it. And the shoes; put thenhin. That they are for him is the essence of
our joy—that such a sinner, and especially wherstme of our own household—should receive these
gifts of divine grace is wonderful!

It was most kind of the father to divide the lalmbriove. One would put on the robe; another the
ring, and a third the shoes. Some of my brothemsgt@riously preach Jesus Christ in His righteogsne
and they put on the best robe. Others seem mdstigif dwelling upon the work of the Spirit of God,
and they put on the ring; while yet another classpaactical divines and they put on the shoes. hat
mind which | have to do, if | may but havegart in helping to bring to poor sinners those matchles
gifts of grace which, at infinite expense, the Ltwas prepared for those who come back to Him! How
glad those were who helped to dress him, | careibtMeanwhile, another servant was gone off out of
doors to bring in the fatted calf, and perhaps twthree were engaged in Killing and dressing ftilev
another was lighting a fire in the kitchen, andpaireng the spits for the roast. One laid the tabie
another ran to the garden to bring flowers to mateaths for the room—I know | would have done that
if I had been there. All were happy! All ready tn in the music and dancing! Those who work fa th
good of sinners are always the most glad when #neysaved! You who pray for them, you who teach
them, you who preach to them, you who win themChbrist—you shall share in their merriment!

Now, dear brothers and sisters, we are told they thhegan to be merry,” and according to the
description it would seem that they were merryeedl but still they only “began.” | see no intinoati
that they ever left off. “They began to be merrguid as merriment is apt to grow beyond all bounds
when it once starts, who knows what they have ctuniy this time? The saints begin to be merry now,
and they will never cease, but rejoice evermore!e@rth all the joy we have is onbeginningto be
merry—it is up in heaven that we get into full sglitHere our best delight is hardly better than arne
tide at its ebbtherethe joy rolls along in the majesty of a full sgyitide—

“Oh what rapturous hallelujahs

In our Father’'s home above!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

O’er the embraces of His love!
Wondrous welcome—

God’s own welcome,

May the chief of sinners prove.
Sweet melodious strains ascending,
All around a mighty flood;

Servants, friends, with joy attending—
Oh, the happiness of God!

Grace abounding, all transcending,
Through a Savior’s precious blood.”
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Let us begin to be merry this morning! But we canmaless we are laboring for the salvation of
others in all ways possible to us. If we have dane are doing that, let us praise and bless the, laod
rejoice with the reclaimed ones; and let us keepfelast as Jesus would have it kept, for | hopeetise
no one here of the elder brethren who will be aragrg refuse to go in. Let us continue to be mexsy,
long as we live, because the lost are found, aadidad are made alive! God grant you to be merry, o
this account, world without end. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—LUKE 15:11-32.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—548, 1002, 1004.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !
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