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“So Jesus answered and said to him, What do you wde to do for you?”
Mark 10:51.

NO DOUBT our Lord’s disciples imagined that He wgmsng up to Jerusalem to take unto Himself
the kingdom. They hoped that they would be partkérthat earthly grandeur which they had fondly
pictured would glitter around the person of the bBavid. When, therefore, the blind man ventuied
cry out clamorously to Him, whom they esteemeddalgreat King, they thought it a daring intrusion.
Who was the son of Timaeus that he should say, “‘Sow of David, have mercy on me”? They were all
anxious to hush the voice of misery in the pres@fic® much majesty. But our Lord Jesus Chrisinditl
spurn the blind man’s prayer as intrusive or imperit. He was not angry with him. He did not evasg
on without taking any notice. What He did was #mst still and command the man to be brought to Him.

May we not draw some comfort from the thought thatprayers never are intrusions? Whenever we
go before God in deep distress, He is always re¢adisten to our cry. Whatever grand purpose or
momentous project engage His mind, He will sur@yatientive to the longings of His needy suppliants
Though our Lord Jesus Christ is at this moment Kohdings and Lord of lords, and inconceivably
glorious, though hosts of angels count it theithest delight to do His bidding, yet He bears invieea
the same heart towards sinners which He had oh!eartidst the thunders of the everlasting hallehgja
He can detect the sighs of the prisoners, the cantplof the sufferers and the groans of the dentirle
will stop to give heed to the requests of blinddseg and, in His pity, He will relieve their distee Should
not this encourage those of you who are seeking?Hihatever Satan may suggest to the contrary, take
this passage of God’s Word for cheer! He did hearllind man’s cry when He was upon earth and He
will hear you, now that He is in heaven! And yoacksliding child of God, difficult as you may find
to pray, if enabled to vent your griefs, your sigiall be heard, your tears shall be seen and lyall s
certainly have an audience from Him who delightsnercy! There are times even with those who live
nearest to God, when they fall into despondenaiésimagine that their voice is shut out from hedven
gate, but it is not so! When | cannot come to G®d aaint, what a mercy it is that | may come tm lds
a sinner! And if | have lost all my evidences, whdilessing it is that | need not stop to find thémat |
may go to the mercy seat without any!'—

“Just as | am without one plea,

But that His blood was shed for me.”
When reduced to the utmost beggary as to intemaakg | find myself naked, and poor, and miserdble,
may still hear God saying to me, “I counsel yobty of Me gold tried in the fire, and white raimehnat
you may be clothed.” In our worst estate, praystilsefficacious! Long as we live, let us prayntl you
hear the bolts of damnation fast closed upon yod yau are shut up in hell, doubt not the righpetition,
or the prevalence of your earnest plea! There Bsaauto hear in heaven as long as there is a toepldad
on earth.

Let this first impression be riveted on your miraasl you will, | trust, be prepared for three furthe
reflections which | now wish to introduce to yowrQ.ord, before He healed the blind man, said tmHi
“What do you want Me to do for you?” Hence | infeat—

[.1T IS IMPORTANT A SEEKING SINNER SHOULD KNOW WHATT IS THAT HE REALLY
WANTS. AND SOMETIMES CHRIST DELAYS TO GIVE SALVATI®I UNTIL MEN ARE
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BROUGHT MORE CLEARLY TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IS COMPREHNDED IN THAT
INESTIMABLE BLESSING.

A large proportion of those persons who expressrait desire to be saved have no Scriptural idea
whatever of what being saved is! | am afraid thahynwho profess to have found salvation are reaéy
victims of religious excitement, greatly moved I texhortations they have heard, yet in little or n
degree enlightened as to the fundamental trutl&odfon which a good hope is based.

The most current idea, of course, is that to bedaneans to be delivered from going down into the
pit of hell, from enduring the sentence of everastiamnation. That it does comprise that, we gyant
though that is far from being its sole intent. Tisisa result of salvation, though it is not theeeg® of
salvation as it is discovered to the souls of #seemed. Men are saved, blessed be God, many years
before the time of death—and conscious of being@dawo. In some respects they are as thoroughly an
perfectly saved as they will be when they get taviea. Salvation is not postponed till the Day of
Judgment, when you shall have deliverance from-higlinay be enjoyed here on earth when your sins
are forgiven and you are redeemed from the preseinivorld.

Or it may be that you have a vague impressiongalgtion consists ithe pardon of your sing his
is true, but it does not compass all the truth. WAmu say, “I would have my sins forgiven,” do yknow
what sin is? Have you ever had any clear view cdtwhreally means? We often use certain terms and
common words, | fear, without a corresponding thdug our minds. Know, then, that you have broken
God's law, both by omitting to do what you shoul/é done, and by doing that which you should not
have done. Those ten commands which you will finithe 28' chapter of Exodus are like so many mirrors
in which you can see what you have done, and winathgve not done—what crimes they are which cry
out against you before the judgment throne of @ddch will certainly drag you down to hell unlessuy
are delivered from the dread penalty. Consider, tteheavy weight, as well as the grievous goilsin.
Have you felt the load and burden of sin? “A stenbeavy and the sand weighty,” says Solomon. But,
ah, what specific gravity will compare with sin! Wimight David groan beneath the load, “My inigesi
are gone over my head; as a heavy burden, thepateeavy for me.”

All the burdens that may devolve upon you throughtbils of life, the calamities of the world, et
visitations of Providence, cannot equal the loagimfor this is a burden that oppresses the cense,
crushes the heart and paralyzes every facultyeotlul. “The spirit of a man will sustain his imfiity,
but a wounded spirit, who can bear?” A consciemiceken with a sense of sin will readily interptbat
wounded spirit which is not bearable for a man. &\that terrible incubus to rest long upon him dpisit
would fail utterly before the Lord! If mercy did hoome speedily to their rescue, men might sooe los
their wits and become frantic, despondency leadmglespair—and despair to insanity. Oh, how
venomous the poison of sin, when the arrows saskdnd fester! Have you known what sin is? If hot,
am afraid your prayer will be unmeaning as thatashes and John, to whom it was said, “You know not
what you ask.” Have you ever had an idea, whemgdkr the forgiveness of sin, what sin really dess?
What kind of recompense it justly demands? Letvwagts be remembered by us that every sin we have
committed exposes us to the wrath of God—a wradl i represented by terrible pictures in God’s
Word—as a flame that is never quenched, a firerthaér ceases to burn. In order to deliver us fifoim
penalty, it was absolutely necessary that somelseesbould bear this punishment on our behalf.nato
think that we intelligently ask for the pardon @f snless we have some view of the crucified Saviw
slaughtered Lamb who stood in our place and puyaivaby the sacrifice of Himself. Ah, seeking soul
if you know the weight of sin, and if you know thahrist carried it, then you can say, “Lord, | waul
have my sins forgiven,” in answer to the questidvhat do you want Me to do for you?”

And yet salvation includes more than deliveranoenfhell and a free pardon, fitremancipates the
soul from its dominant poweiThose among us who are saved from the guilt mfase abundantly
conscious that we are not fully released frompbeerof sin in our own breasts. Loved ones who have
passed beyond the stars and see God’s face witheeil between, are saved, completely saved, from
indwelling sin—but none of us here enjoy that bdesemancipation, though there are some who boast a
perfection it were hard to prove! But, alas, théghgly prejudice their profession by their pridstill,
salvation from the despotic power of sin must da@eaed and, in a high degree, it must be compasged
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all believers—or they shall never see God's fadhk wcceptance. Brothers and sisters, we must have o
reigning sins subdued! Know you not that no drumkwhoremonger, or covetous person that is an
idolater, can have any inheritance in the Kingddr@ad? These sins must be cut off! They must he sla
and overcome! And as far as any other sins areetnad, they must be no longer citizens of the heart
You must look upon them as intruders and aliensatato be driven out, like the Canaanites ouhef
land of promise. Mortify, therefore, your membeBsibdue your lusts, overcome your corruptions. “But,
the man replies, “how can | do this?” A most fitfiquestion! You cannot do it, but Christ says, “\iiha
you want Me to do for you?” His power is equal ¥@®y emergency. There is no sin too strong for €hri
During His sojourn on earth, there was no devit tha could not cast out, so there is no sin whieh H
cannot eject and eradicate. A legion of devils #iethe fiat of our Lord. Doubt not that legionsfafious
lusts and fiery tempers can be overcome by thie fadt pleads His prevailing name! Brothers angksss

let us never sit down content with small degreesamictification! Reason not with yourselves as gjtou
you could never get beyond your present dwarfettitaOthers have outgrown it. There have been men
far more distinguished for piety, humility and eyerace, than we are. The attainments to which the
Master has led them are accessible to all sairderuhe same guidance, through the same divinempowe
Let us aspire to holiness! Let us follow after ittwfresh ardor. Be not satisfied merely to livat beek

to grow! Be not content to remain babies, takingrymortion of milk, but seek to be strong men whalk
enjoy the strong meat of the Word of God!

Now | believe there are hundreds of persons whe Inavdesire to be saved, and would rather not be
saved, if this is what salvation means. Why, manjou are saved, you will be saved from those
pleasurable sins in which you now are known to lte€seme of you, when you get a holiday, following
the inclinations of a corrupt heart and a vicicaaste, off you go to haunts where birds of your deather
congregate! Should you be saved, you will seeldi#&rent society. The company you now love, you
will then hate, and the pleasures you enjoy so i, will become as detestable as they were latlily
to you! When you say, “Lord, save me,” do you méaord, save me from being what | am. Lord, | have
been a drunk—make me sober. | have been unchastke-mapure. | have been dishonest—make me
upright. I have been deceitful—make me speak thih tto my neighbor. | have been violating Your
statutes—make me mindful of Your Word. | have b¥ear enemy, Lord—make me Your friend. | have
made my belly my god—now You be my God. | desirbéaeconciled to You, so that Your will shall be
my will, Your service my delight and Your way thatp which | shall choose”? Do you mean that? If any
man says honestly, “I do desire to be saved frani $ido not think you will long have such a desire
ungratified, but the Lord Jesus will say, “Yourtfahas made you whole.” He can and He will save you
if that is what you mean!

As for you good Christian people who are seekirgdbnversion of sinnerfy to go about it in
Christ’'s own waylt is right for you to exhort them to believe@frist. | like to hear you sing—

“There is life in a look at the Crucified One,”
but do remember that a man must have some undéirstgamoth of what sin is and of what the Savior is
before he can believe, for “faith comes by hearamgl hearing by the Word of God,” Endeavor, theeefo
to instruct persons in the gospel. Do not merehoexthem to believe—to simply cry, “Believe, beie
believe!” is of little worth—however earnest a nraay be in raising that cry! The sinner may natyrall
inquire, “What is it that | have to believe? On wham | to believe? For what reason am | to believe?
Why do | need to believe?” So, go about your wdrkaul-winning in the power of the Holy Spirit! Go
about it intelligently, understanding that as JeShsast would not open the blind man’s eyes till kel
first made him state, not for Christ’s informatidnt for the man’s own understanding, what it wee t
he wanted, and made him say, “Lord, that | mayivecey sight,” so must you endeavor, when you
proclaim the gospel, to let men know what theircheé that gospel is! Give them not merely the
expostulations, the admonitions and the exhortatajrthe gospel, but also give them its instructiddr
else you go and bid them come, and there is nad. féas invite them to the waters, but you do ndit te
them what the waters are! Let it be with you, tHeemceforth to instruct sinners in the way of thoed.
As David says, “Then will | teach transgressors Mwoays, and sinners shall be converted unto Yowe” W
will leave that first homily and proceed to a sedo@ur text clearly indicates to us all—
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1. THE GREAT NECESSITY OF PRAYING WITH A DIRECT OBJEQME.

This poor man was not allowed to pray in genetabd’ Son of David, have mercy upon me!” A very
proper prayer, and a very blessed prayer, butiogrtid was a very wide prayer. So he was encouttage
to be more specific in his request. “What do yountade to do for you? You ask for mercy—what form
of mercy do you need? In what particular shaped s@lbountiful hand dispense the mercy to you?8 Th
blind man at once replies, “Lord, that | may reeemy sight!” He hits the mark with precision. Itsight
he needs, and for sight he asks! This is the wglyt for believers to pray. | wish we had more ahiour
prayer meetings—I do not find fault, for we havel ldessed seasons of prayer here—but rest assured
that those are the best prayers in all respedtseyfare earnest and sincere, which go most directhe
point. You know there is a way of praying in thesgt and praying in the family in which you do asek
for anything. You say a great many good thinggoohice much of your own experience, review the
doctrines of grace very thoughtfully, but you da ask for anything in particular. Such prayer isafs
uninteresting to listen to—and | think it must lagher tedious to those who offer it. A black marowh
was noted for his great earnestness in prayer,omes asked how it was that whenever he prayed, he
seemed to be so earnest. And he said, “Becaus&ysihave an errand when | go to the King! | always
have an errand. | go to Him knowing that | need esttving, and | ask Him for it, and | don’t stop tike
gives it to me. And if He does not give it to ma@sk Him again and again, for | know what | am ddin
Of what use were it to keep on going in and oua dfanker’s door all day if you have no business to
transact and nothing to get? But it is quite déférwhen you go up to the counter with your chewit a
receive in return the golden sovereigns. It wouwddvbry uninteresting to wait upon Her Majesty every
morning and evening with an address which mereigl, S&¥ our Majesty’s attached and most loyal
subject,” if you never asked for anything!

Yet how much prayer of that kind is addressed tavbe—sheet lightning prayer—not the forked
flash that does the work, like shooting arrows uifha moon, instead of imitating David, when healsai
“In the morningwill | direct my prayer unto You.” He looked at the target, mdrkee bull’s-eye, and
then drew the bow! And after he had shot the arfmvadds, “And will look up”—as if to see whether
the arrow really went to the mark, whether the prdnad sped with God so that a gracious answerdvoul
be given! Should we not sometimes, when alone,admiit to pray, sit down a little while to consider
what we are about to ask? Should we not often pedter if we remembered that the preparation of the
heart in man, as well as the answer of the tonigufeom the Lord—and that the preparation of tharhe
precedes the answer of the tongue? In offeringsaarifices to God, this helter-skelter ill beconuss
Not with heedless step should we rush into Hisges. The decorum which is due to a king’s court
might admonish us of the reverence due to the Kirkgngs! Although we enjoy the privileged familigr
which permits us to say, “Our Father,” as deardrbih of the Lord of heaven and earth, let us nforget
the humility that becomes us, the profound obeisane owe as subjects of the great King. Tenderly He
asks—"“What do you want Me to do for You?"—we shoaigswer devoutly.

Now, dear friends, let me challenge a plain answer plain question. As you are sitting here i1 thi
house, what is your desire before the Lord? Let ymnscience make such a reply that when you get
home, you may intelligently, in the closing pragéthe day, approach the Lord for what you needaiWh
is the upper-most desire of your soul? Perhaps sathe it is that some besetting sin may be overcome
“Oh,” you say, “what would | give could | but ged rof that bad temper of mine! It is my daily crassd
| do not want to harbor it.” “Ah,” says another,din so unbelieving, a little trouble soon castsdmen.

Oh, that | could get rid of my unbelief!” Well nowery likely, dear friends, the sin you ought t@ayr
against is one you are not striving against. ibrine to you in the aisle, and take you by the buitiole,
and tell you what your principle sin is, you wodiél very vexed with me, for we are apt to resémt t
faithfulness of those who tell us of our faults! wch the tender place makes the nerves tinglatand
seems like willful torture. When somebody complagfssomething which our conscience does not
endorse, we take it kindly, and accept their gaaeritions, thinking that had they known us bettezy
would have esteemed us more highly. But if thellyeéauch the sores where most they smart, we do no
admire their treatment! The flush we feel—the blushgladly would hide. Yet cloak not now the vice
which an Omniscient God discerns! Let this be aetwh heart-searching. Say, now, “Lord, is my sin,
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covetousness?” That is a sin which never yet tielr a man confess! A Roman Catholic priest who had
heard the confessions of some two thousand persaiishe had heard men confess heinous iniquities o
every kind, even murder and adultery, but thaténeenhad heard any man confess covetousness.sThis i
a crime they christen and call it by another nafebvetous man thinks he is prudent—he is jusnigyi

by a little money for a rainy day. Their greed,thell you, is not to gratify themselves, but a ge&us
impulse to provide for their families—for their vég and their children—they would have us believe,
they waste their strength and wither their soulsvédtheless, their fortune is their fallacy. Tgogaind to
grasp, to have and to hold is their desire as Emthey live, and late enough they commonly leave i
before they devise to their dear ones the posses#iey can no longer retain! Alas, we are ofteckedl
enough to try to make our affection an excuse toravarice! Let us come to the point honestly. When
we are dealing with our sin, let us confess it vailhts iniquity and its heinousness. Do not dmsbée by
accepting a small share in a public company. Davlien he wanted full discharge, said, “Deliver me
from blood-guiltiness.” He acknowledged the atrpaithen he sought the atonement—“Forgive my
blood-guiltiness"—as one who saw his crime in igatlof its consequence, not as one who attempted t
palliate it with vain excuses! “What do you want kéedo for you in that matter?”

If you have no particular sin to confess—if that@ your uppermost anxiety at this time—what, then
is your petition? What want have you to be supfli&dit some great want? Have you numerous little
wants? They may all be told to God! Get a cleaaiokwhat it is that you really need that He shaldd
for you, knowing that whatever your necessities ineythere is the promise, “My God shall supply all
your need’—not some of it, but, “all your need”—ite maydo it, but Heshall do it! Not, you will have
to supply it yourselves, bude will supply it—*My God shall supply all your neé€dThink, therefore,
what your need is, and then go to God! Is theredoyce blessing that you desire? Get a clear aflea
the blessing before you pray for it. What form &#dsing would you wish to have? Oh, if I might have
my choice, it would be heavenly-mindedness! Ofa mhan could but get that, he need not make much
account of where he lived, nor what he had toreathow much he slept, nor how much he suffered—
for a heavenly mind is heaven! The mind makes s tieaven here below, and up above. Though,
doubtless, heaven has a locality—yet it is muchemmrstate than a place. Oh, for more heavenly-
mindedness! What is it you would have? Communiaih Wihrist? Love to souls? A broken heart? True
humility? | may say of all these things, “The lasdefore you, that you may go forward and posgess
Ask what you will and it shall be done unto you.”

What promise is there that you would wish to haugllied to you tonight? It is a good exercise tb s
down before evening prayer and look up the proitiaeseems most suitable, or to ask the Lord th loo
it up for you, and apply it to your soul? Take thremise, if there is disease next door, “Lord, Yawe
said, ‘Thousands shall fall at your side, and t#rteousands at your right hand, but it shall riohe near
you.’ Lord, fulfill that promise now.” Are you stied by a noise in the dead of night? Then quate th
promise, “You shall not be afraid of the terrorroght.” Perhaps it is shortness of provision thatibles
you. Then here is another promise, “Your breadl $leagiven you, and your water shall be sure.” When
you lost a key the other day, and could not operdthwer, what did you do? You sent out for a loukis
and in he came with a whole bundle of old rustysk&yhat for? Why, he looked for one that fit theko
of your drawer, and opened it for you at once! Noany people’s Bibles are just like that bundleusty
keys. There is always a key in the Bible that fitithe wards in the lock of your necessities,atiywould
but seek till you find it. But sometimes we aredistress, as Christian and Hopeful were in Doubting
Castle, and we have to say, as Christian did, “Vétabl | am to lie rotting in this stinking dungewhen
| have a key in my bosom that | am persuaded wopéh every lock in Doubting Castle!” Search out the
promises, then, and go before God with a distinsineer to the question, “What do you want Me to do
for you?” “Lord, | would have that promise fulfilie or that grace bestowed, or that need supplretthad
sin forgiven.”

So, dear friends, in intercessory prayer, it iyyvexcessary, | think, in order to keep up our owterest
in it, that we should have distinct objectivesolrbt find that | can pray for all mankind anythiiige so
fervently as | can pray for my own children. | dat find that | can pray for the nation as well &suh for
London. When | pray for London, | seek to do itresatly. It behooves us to pray for all men, acaogdi
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to Scripture. All sorts of men are to be includedur supplications. | must, however, confess kizah
most fervent in prayer when | pray for this congitegn, and that because | have the most vivid thbug
of this people, and the clearest idea of theirgmesequirements. If you want to pray for any martr
person, or any special objective, the better yodetstand the case you have in hand, the warmer and
livelier your pleading will be. There are peopléfins chapel who have asked me to pray for thenil,We

| have tried to do so, and | hope the Lord heardpmayer. But since | have known more of them, and
found out where they live, and who they were, | peay for them with more freedom than | could befor
They were a sort of abstraction to me once—I haslefmite acquaintance with them now. How easily
you remember anything that is tied to something,eds linked by association with a place. Thus you
recollect a transaction that occurred to you inGitg of London. Every time that you go by the bajuist

at one spot, you say, “I met so-and-so just hezaddy before he died.” You will never forget it tlyou
think of it every time you go by. Or perhaps at tdoener of a road in the country, just by a handtpo
such-and-such a thing happened to you, and thefsiéad revokes the circumstance. Thus we redollec
our friends in prayer when we get a knowledge efrthcall them up before our mind’s eye, and krst, a
it were, the secret interests with what we haven sethem when we have talked to them and been
interested in their trials.

Some good people have prayed for others by nam#, yda cannot do that if you have a long list
and happen to be a busy man. Still, it is goodré&y fior others by name if you can. | like thoseygrs,
even in public, in which men do pray for othershagbme distinctness. Oh, what time we waste when we
go beating around the bush! We know individuals wheyy for their minister with a circumlocution that
distracts the listener. They travel round and roaruircle, instead of going at once to the poinmAn
hardly likes to say, “Lord, save my wife.” He prefe¢alking about “those who are dear to us in ig® df
consanguinity, and she who is the partner of ourgoéYes, that sounds pretty, very pretty, indeeuat,
would it not be as well if you said at once, “Loobnvert my wife”? There is one brother here wheslo
pray in that way at the prayer meetings, and wies tisose very words. When pleading with God, do let
us come straight to the mark, knowing what we areg] ourselves and, therefore, stating our casielgl
in answer to the question, “What do you want Meador you?” May the Lord teach us to pray in this
distinct manner! Time fails us, therefore we willlyp mention a third point. Our Lord Jesus Christ, i
asking this question of the blind man, makes—

I11. NO RESERVATION, BUT THROWS OPEN THE PLENITUDE OF I HEART AND THE
BOUNDLESSNESS OF HIS POWER.

“What do you want Me to do for you?” is tantamotmsaying, “Whatever it is, | will do it. | can do
it. Only tell Me what you want.” There is no boutadthe Savior’s ability! Nor does He put a limit thre
suppliant’s leave to command the favor he desitesas not, then, for the blind man to say, “Loifd,
You will.” He has the opportunity of procuring ablessing he solicits. Mark, brothers and sisters, i
no question of “can” with regard to Christ! The gtien is, what do you desire? Now, sinner, obstree
Lord Jesus Christ did not stop to inquire abouwg than’s blindness, whether he had been blind friotim, b
or whether he had been affected with a cataraahgprother form of ocular disease. He just said, &&Vh
do you want Me to do for you?” No species of eysedse could baffle Him! In any form, or at any stag
it was possible for Him to cure it! The Lord Je€ilwist speaks to you. He says to you today, “Whoeve
will, let Him come and take of the water of life#ly.” He does not say anything as to whether yaueh
been moral or immoral, whether you have been peotarreligious, but simply, “What do you want Me
to do for you?” Your blackest sins will disappdae moment the scarlet of the blood touches thenalr Yo
foulest crimes shall melt like snow as soon agshlg begins. You cannot have sinned yourself beyond
the reach of the long arm of Christ, nor can thegtteof your sin be too heavy for the back of Chirilse
great Sin-bearer, to bear! Whatever your iniqujtiesugh they are red like scarlet, they shall beaol!
Though they are as crimson, they shall be whitan thow! Some of us would have no hope if we did
not know that Christ will save the chief of sinnev¥ge would long since have sunk into remorse and
despair if we had not seen it written in letterggofd—"He that comes unto Me, | will in no wise tas
out.” You know what John Bunyan said about thatzd#e said, “Who is this man? Who is this, ‘he that
comes’? Why, any ‘he that comes’ in all the wobd he who he may, He will in no wise, under nogxet
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for no reason and in no way, ever cast him outyoli come to Christ, He will keep His word! He cahn
be a liar! He must be as good as His own declardliqyou come to Him, He will not cast you out! \&th
do you want Him to do for you?

Oh, believer, have you a desire upon your soul—lyavea longing in your heart? Then Christ does
not say that He will give you this mercy, if it possible, but He is able to do for you exceedingly
abundantly above what you ask or even think! | hkat text still quoted by some of my brothers and
sisters, “Above all that we can ask or even thinlbég their pardon—that is not a faithful quotatiaf
Scripture! It says, “Above all that we ask or thHirkabove all that wedo ask! God can open a man’s
mouth as wide as His mercies and He can make ufoasakything, but He generally does for us above
all that we ask or think! Never keep your mouthseld because you think the mercy to be too great. “H
that spared not His own Son, but freely deliverach dp for us all, how shall He not also, with Him,
freely give us all things?” Do not stint yoursdfhlarge your desire! Open your mouth wide and He wi
fill it! He gives you carte blanche—ask for whatuywill! He puts it before you, “Delight yourselfsa in
the Lord, and He will give you the desire of yowalt.” So may it be to us, according to our fagthdl
His shall be the glory! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
LUKE 13:10-23. (NKJV)

Verses 10-12. And He was teaching in one of the synagogues o8dbeath, and, behold, there was
a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteemmsge and was bent over, and could in no wise &fsblf
up. And when Jesus saw hawxith that quick eye of His which was always in syatiyy with His audience.

12-14. He called her to Him, and said unto her, Woman gailoosed from your infirmity. And He
laid His hands on her: and immediately she was nsd®ght, and glorified God. And the ruler of the
synagogue answered with indignation because Jeadshkaled on the Sabbath, and said unto the
people—n what a cold-blooded, heartless manner he mwa said it, you may well imagine. For a man
not to rejoice when he saw his poor fellow creatures healed, shows that he must have been destitut
of much milk of human kindness and that bigotry dadd up his soul.

14. There are six days in which men ought to workhien, therefore, come and be healed, but not
on the Sabbatte did not dare to speak to Christ. | suppose thgsty of Christ's manner overawed
him, so he struck directly at the people—and atisthinrough them. Now our Lord did not go sideways
to work when He replied to him.

15-17. The Lord then answered him, and said, You hypoates not each one of you on the sabbath
loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead hway to watering? And ought not this woman, baing
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound, logtkaghteen years, be loosed from this bond on the
Sabbath? And when He had said these things, alladisrsaries were ashamed: and all the people
rejoiced for all the glorious things that were ddmgHim.The Jews had reduced the Sabbath to a day of
idleness and luxury. The only thing they forbadentselves was the doing of anything. Now the Sabbath
was never intended to be spent in idleness andyukishould be spent in the worship of God anakso
of mercy and works of piety make the Sabbath hialstead of being contrary to its demands. And our
Savior, by giving rest to that poor burdened womwas, in truth, making Sabbath in her body and in he
soul.

18, 19. Then He said, Unto what is the kingdom of God like@ to what shall | compare it? It is like
a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and icésthis garden; and it grew and became a largetre
and the fowls of the air lodged in the brancheg. @ little grace grows and becomes great grace. Uf yo
have at present but little faith, be thankful foattlittle! Bring it to Christ! Let it feed upon ki and your
mustard seed will grow till it becomes a tree! Haane is true of the gospel throughout the world. We
need never be afraid because we happen to be fauniber. If we have got the truth of God, the truth
will live. And if the truth is as small as the maist seed, there is life in it—vitality in it, andi$ sure to
grow before long! We must not be afraid to be & mhinority. Majorities are not always right. Aresth
ever? Perhaps sometimes.
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20, 21. And again He said, Unto what shall | liken the ldogh of God? It is like leaven, which a
woman took and hid in three measures of mealhi@lwhole was leaveneS8ome read this as a parable
to set forth the power of evil, and | do not dotli#t it does set it forth. At the same time it getth the
power of good, too, for it is put side by side wiitle other as the likeness of the kingdom of Gadl the
truth of God in the soul does work, ferment andchpate the entire nature if it is placed there!

22, 23. And He went through the cities and villages, teaghand journeying toward Jerusalem. Then
said one to Him, Lord, are there few who are savEdat is a question that | have heard a great many
times. What is the fascination that makes men sd faf asking it? | think that some ask it as ifythe
almost hoped that there would be few. If they dbgwmto our Ebenezer or Rehoboth, what can become
of them? Surely you cannot expect that there shoeilahy good come to those that do not frequeensal
and Enod. What must they hope? In that spirit thestjon is often asked, but, brothers and sistesy,
God lift us up above that spirit and make us debia¢ there should be great multitudes saved! pbssp
that one of the surprises of heaven will be tovestly many more there than we ever dreamt wowdire
that place. Jesus Christ gave a very practical andtwvas no answer, and yet was the best of aisswe

23. And He said unto them, Strive to enter in at thaitsgate: for many, | say unto you, will seek to
enter in, and shall not be ablMake a push for it! Agonize for it, for many wileek—not strive, but
merely seek. Or, to put another meaning into lityestow to enter in at the strait gate, for manly e
unable, when it is too late—and that, doubtlesthaessense of the passage.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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