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“Repent you therefore, and be converted, that ysurs may be blotted out,
when the times of refreshing shall come from theepence of the Lord.”
Acts 3:19.

AFTER the notable miracle of healing the lame mahen the wondering people clustered round
about Peter and John, they were not at all atsaftosa subject upon which to address them. Thoke h
men were full to the brim with the gospel, and éfiere they had but to run over spontaneously,
speaking of that topic which laid nearest to thesarts. To the Christian minister it should never b
difficult to speak of Christ; and in whatever pasit he may be placed, he should never have to ask
himself, “What is an appropriate subject for theople?” for the gospel is always in season, always
appropriate, and if it is but spoken from the hedrwill be sure to work its way. Turning to the
assembled multitude, Peter began at once to preatchem the gospel without a single second’s
hesitation. Oh, blessed readiness of a soul omwifiite the Spirit! Lord, grant it to us evermore! Saove
how earnestly Peter turns aside their attentiomflomself and his brother John to the Lord Jesus
Christ. “Why look you so earnestly ars, as though by our own power or holiness we hademhbi
man to walk?” The object of the Christian ministaould always be to withdraw attention from himself
to his subject, so that it should not be said, “Heell he spoke!” but, “Upon what weighty matters he
treated!” They are priests of Baal, who, with thgaudy dresses, and their pretensions to a mysserio
power, would have you look to themselves as thaméla of divine grace, as though by their priesgtcra
if not by their holiness, they could work miracl&ut they are true messengers of God who contipuall
say, “Looknot on us as though we could do anything; the wpoleer to bless you lies in Jesus Christ,
and in the gospel of His salvation.”

It is noteworthy that Peter, in addressing thisaat, came at once to the very essence and heart of
his message. He did not beat around the bush;cheadishoot his arrow far afield, but he hit theywe
center of the target. He preached not merely tlspejoof good news, but Christ, the person of Christ
Christ crucified—crucified by them, Christ risenhi@t glorified of His Father. Depend upon it, tiss
the very strength of the Christian ministry, whemsisaturated with the name and person and glbry o
the Lord Jesus Christ. Take Christ away, and yaospelize the gospel, you but pour out husks sach a
swine eat while the precious kernel is removedngegu have taken away the person of the Lordslesu
Christ. If there was ever an occasion when a pexachthe gospel might have forgotten to speak of
Christ, it was surely the occasion on which Pepake so boldly of Him, for might it not have been
said, “Talk not of Jesus, they have just now naliiégn to death; the people are mad against Him;qgrea
the truth of God, but do not mentiéiis name. Deliver His doctrine, but withhold the mentiof His
person, for you will excite them to madness; yoli put your own life in jeopardy; you will scarcetio
good while they are so prejudiced, and you may dohrmischief’? But, instead of this, let them rage
as they would, Peter would tell them about JesussCland about nothing else but Jesus Christ. He
knew this to be the power of God unto salvatiord ha would not flinch from it, so to them, even to
them, he delivered the gospel of our Lord JesussChith pungency as well as simplicity scarcelyo®
rivaled. Notice how he puts itYou” have slain Him{'you” have crucified Him;'you” have preferred
a murderer. Peter is not afraid of being persdmaljoes not shirk the touching of men’s conscieroes
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rather thrusts his hand into their hearts, and m#kem feel their sin; he labors to open a windote i
the darkness of their spirits, to let the lighttb& Holy Spirit shine into their souls. Even thusy
brothers, when we preach the gospel, must we dectadnately but graciously we must deal with men;
far from us to be trimming and mincing matters. &sed let him be who takes away from the gospel of
Jesus Christ that he may win popular applause hor vates his breath and smoothes his tongue that he
may please the unholy throng. Such a man may rava moment the approbation of fools, but, as the
Lord his God lives, he shall be set as a targetHerarrows of vengeance in the day when the Lord
comes to judge the nations. Peter, then, boldlyeamdestly preached the gospel—preached the Christ
of the gospel—preached it personally and diredtiyp@ crowd who were gathered around him.

Nor did Peter fail, when he had enunciated thepgipsto make the personal application by
prescribing its peculiar commands. Grown up amosigsua school of men who say that they rightly
preach the gospel to sinners when they merely elefitatements of what the gospel is, and of thdtres
of dying unsaved, but they grow furious and talkuosoundness if any venture to say to the sinner,
“Believe,” or “Repent.” To this school Peter didtrmelong; into their secret he had never come, and
with their assembly, were he alive now, he would Ip@ joined. For, having first told his hearers of
Christ, of His life, and death, and resurrectioa,then proceeds to plunge the sword, as it werep up
the very hilt in their consciences by saying, “R&pgou therefore, and be converted, that your siag
be blotted out.” There, | say, in that promiscuotsvd, gathered together by curiosity, attractedhy
miracle which he had worked, Peter felt no hesitgtiand asked no question; he preached the same
gospel as he would have preached to us today wWdre here, and preached it in the most fervent and
earnest style, preached the angles and the coafidts and then preached the practical part of it,
addressing himself with heart, and soul, and engygveryone in that crowd, and saying, “Repent you
therefore, and be converted, that your sins mayldtéed out.”

Now there are four remarks which will make up thiscourse of this morning, when they are
enlarged.

I. And the first is this, that THE APOSTLE BADE MEN RENT AND BE CONVERTED. Of this
our text is proof enough without our going afielnt fother instances. Repent signifies, in its litera
meaning, to change one’s mind. It has been tradldafter-wit,” or, “after-wisdom.” It is the mas’
finding out that he was wrong, and rectifying hidgment; but although that is the meaning of tlog, ro
the word has come in Scriptural use to mean a gieat more. Perhaps there is no better definition o
repentance than that which is given in our litthddren’s hymnbook—

“Repentance is to leave

The sins we loved before,

And show that we in earnest grieve,
By doing so no more.”

Repentance is a discovery of the evil of sin, mowg that we have committed it, a resolution to
forsake it. It is, in fact, a change of mind of ey deep and practical character which makes the ma
love what once he hated, and hate what once hé.l@@nversion, if translated, means a turning reund
a turning from, and a turning to—a turnifrgm sin, a turning tdoliness—a turning from carelessness
to thought, from the world to heaven, from selfJe@sus—a complete turning. The word here used,
though translated in the English, “Repent and beseded,” is not so in the Greek; it is really, ‘et
and convert,” or, rather, “Repent and turn.” lais active verb, just as the other was. “Repenttamd”
When the demoniac had the devils cast out of hirmaay compare that to repentance; but when he put
on his garments and was no longer naked and fitthgl,was said to be clothed, and in his right mind,
may comparehatto conversion. When the prodigal was feeding Wises, and all of a sudden began to
consider and to come to himself, that was repeetaihen he set out and left the far country, andtwe
to his father’s house that was conversion. Repest@a part of conversion. It is, perhaps, | may, s
the gate or door of it. It is that Jordan throudhal we pass when we turn from the desert of ssetk
the Canaan of conversion. Regeneration is the mipgof a new nature, and one of the earliestssign
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of that is a faith in Christ, and a repentanceinf and a consequent conversion from that whickvik
to that which is good.

The apostle Peter, addressing the crowd, saideim,t“Change your minds; be sorry for what you
have done; forsake your old ways; be turned; becoewe men.” That was his message as | have now
put it into other words.

Now, brothers and sisters, it has been said, aitrsost truly, that repentance and conversion are
the work of the Holy Spirit of God. You do not nethét | should stop to prove that doctrine; we have
preached it to you a thousand times, and we apaped to prove that if anything is taught in Senipt
that is. There never was any genuine repentanttesinvorld which was not the work of the Holy Spiri
For this purpose our Lord Jesus has gone on higl: i$ exalted on high to give repentance and
remission of sins.” All true conversion is the warkthe Holy Spirit. You may rightly pray in the wis
of the prophet, “Turn us, and we shall be turnéak until God turns us, turn we never shall, antess
He converts us, our conversion is but a mistakar les a gospel summons—

“True belief and true repentance,
Every grace which brings us nigh;
Without money

Come to Jesus Christ and buy.”

“And yet,” you say, “and yet the apostle Peteually says to us, ‘Repent, and be converted!” That
is, you tell us with one breath that these thingsthe gift of the Holy Spirit, and then with thexh
breath you read the text, ‘Repent, and be convértéds, | do, | do, and thank God | have learned t
do so. But you will say, “How do you reconcile teesvo things?” | answer, it is no part of my
commission to reconcile my Master’'s words—my consiois is to preach the truth of God as | find it,
to deliver it to you fresh from His hand; | not pidelievethese things to be agreeable to one another,
but | think | see in which they do agree, but ledit desire of making the most of what is written i
Scripture, and to accept it all, whether | cantheeagreement of the two sets of truths or not—etept
them both because they are both revealed. Withhtisl | hold as firmly as any man living, that
repentance and conversion are the work of the Bpiyit, but | would sooner lose this hand, and both
than | would give up preaching that it is the dofymen to repent and to believe, and the duty of
Christian ministers to say to them, “Repent and@dreverted, that your sins may be blotted out.” &m
will not receive the truth of God till they undeast it, there are many things which they will never
receive. Yes, there are many facts, common faatsiiare, which nobody would deny but a fool, which
yet must be denied if we will not believe them wi understand them. There is a fish fresh takem fr
the sea—you take it to the cook to serve it ontdbée. You eat salt with it, do you? What for? Vel
have it dried and salted, but what for? Did natiways live in the salt sea? Why then is it notsHlis
as fresh as though it had lived in the purling keoof the upland country—not a particle of saltwtig
yet it has lived wholly in the salt sea! Do you aergtand that? No, you cannot. But there it is,eaHr
fish in a salt sea!

And yonder are an ox and a sheep, and they arggeatthe same meadow, feeding precisely on the
same food. But the grass in one case turns to iettfe other case to mutton, and on one animaétise
hair and on the other wool. How is that? Do youarsthnd it? So there may be two great truths in
Scripture, which are both truths of God, and ykethed wise men in the world might be confused todpr
those two truths together. | do not understandustnconfess, why Moses was told to cut down a tree
and put it in the bitter waters of Marah. | canse¢ any connection between a tree andavtier, so that
the tree should make it sweet, but yet | do belithat when Moses put the tree into the water the
bitterness of Marah departed, and the stream wagtswdo not know why it is that Elisha, when he
went to Jericho, and found the water nauseous, ‘$iithg me a cruse of salt.” I do not know why his
putting the salt into the stream should make itetwet looks to me as if it would operate the otivary,
but | believe the miracle, namely, that the salsvpat in, and that it was sweetened. So | do not
understand how it is that my bidding impeniteningirs to repent should in any way be likely to make
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them do so, but | know it does—I see it every dapo not know why a poor weak creature saying £ hi
fellow men, “Believe,” should lead them to belieweit it does so—and the Holy Spirit blesses it, and
they do believe and are saved; and if we cannohgeg if we see the fact, we will be content aneisbl
God for it! Perhaps you may be aware that an attérap been made by ingenious expositors to get rid
of the force of this text. Some of our Hyper-Caisirfriends, who are so earnest against anythiey li
exhortations and invitations, have tried by somamseo disembowel this text if they could; they édnav
tried to take something out, and put something ielsethey have said that the repentance to which men
are here exhorted is but an outward repentancehBwtis it so, when it is added, “Repent and be
converted,that your sins may be blotted outDoes a merely outward repentance bring with it the
blotting out of sin? Assuredly not! The repentat@ahich men are here exhorted is a repentancehwhic
brings with it complete pardon—“that your sins nimeyblotted out.” And, moreover, it seems to me to
be a shocking thing to suppose that Peter and dwmt about preaching up a hollow, outward
repentance which would not save men. My brothers wiake that remark would themselves be
ashamed to preach up outward repentance; | antlseyavould think they were not ministers of God at
all if they preached up any merely outward virtishows to what shifts they must be driven whesyth
twist the Scriptures so horribly with so little see.

Brothers and sisters, it was a soul-saving repeetaand nothing less than that, which Peter
commanded of these men. Now, let us come to th&.pale tell men to repent and believe, not because
we rely on any power ithemto do so, for we know them to be dead in tresgaand sins; not because
we depend upon any power in our earnestness arrispeech to make them do so, for we understand
that our preaching is less than nothing apart f@@mal, but because the gospel is the mysterious engin
by which God converts the hearts of men, and we firat, if we speak in faith, God the Holy Spirit
operates with us, and while we bid the dry bones, ltheSpirit makes them live—while we tell the
lame man to stand on his feet, the mysterious gnarthe Holy Spirit makes his ankle bones to reeei
strength—while we tell the impotent man to stretmlt his hand, a divine power goes with the
command, and the hand is stretched out, and theisrastored. The power lies not in the sinner,inot
the preacher, but in the Holy Spirit, which workieetually with the gospel by divine decree, sottha
where the truth of God is preached, the elect aff @® quickened by it, souls are saved, and God is
glorified. Go on, my dear brothers, preaching tlspg! boldly, and be not afraid of the result, for,
however little may be your strength, and thoughryeloquence may be as nothing, yet God has
promised to make His gospel the power to savesantshall be down to the world’s end.

See then, you who are unsaved, before | leavepthiidt, see what it is we are bound to require of
you this morning. It is that you repeahd beconverted. We are not satisfied with having yout ear
your eyes; we are not content with having you gatthén the house of worship—it is all in vain that
you have come here unless you remamd be converted. We have not come to tell you ybatmust
reform a little, and mend your ways in some degraetess you put your trust in Christ, forsake your
old way of life, and become new creatures in Clkestus, you will perish. This—nothing short of this
is the gospel requirement. No church-going, no ehkgping will save you; no bowing of the knee, no
outward form of worship, no pretensions and protessto godliness—you MUST repent of your sins
and forsake them, and if you don’t do this, neitbtaall your sins be blotted out! Thus much, then,
the first point—the apostle commanded men to reprdtbe converted.

Il. In the second place, THERE WAS GOOD REASON FOR TEGEVIMAND.

The text says, “Repent yaherefore.” The apostle was logicahe had a reason for his exhortation.
It was not mere declamation but sound reasoningp&Rt you therefore.” What, then, was the
argument? Why, first, because you, like the Jewselput Jesus Christ to death! This was literallg t
of the people to whom he spoke—they had had a sha&@arist’'s execution. And this is spiritually &u
of you to whom | speak this morning; every sin Ire tessence of it is a killing of God; do you
understand me? Every time you do what God wouldchagé you do, you do in effect, as far as you can,
take God off of His throne, and disown the autlyonihich belongs to His Godhead; you do in intest, a
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far as you can, kill God! That is the drift of sirsi is a God-killing thing; everyiolation of the law of
God is treason in its essence—it is rebellion agjaihe lawgiver. When our Lord Jesus Christ was
nailed to the tree by sinners, sin only did théerdlly and openly what all sin really does in &igml
sense. Do you understand me? Those offenses of which you have thought so little of, have been
really a stabbing at the Deity. Will you not repeiftit is so? While you thought your sins to berme
trifles, light things to be laughed at, you woulot mepent; but now | have shown you (and | thinkiryo
conscience will bear me out) that every sin islyeah attempt to thrust God out of the world, ahdtt
every sin is saying, “Let there be no God.” Ohntligere is cause enough to repent of it! Come aiede
reason with me, you who have broken God’s law. $apphe principle of your disobedience would be
carried out to the fullest, would not all laws hsrdgarded, and moral government subverted? And why
not, since what one may do, another has clearlgahnee right to do. What, then, if the authorityGafd
should be no more acknowledged in the universe—avekould we all be? What a hell above ground
would this world become! What a moral chaos and afebeasts! Do you not see what a mischievous
thing, then, your iniquity has been? Repent and from it. If you can really believe this morningat
though you did not nail Christ to the cross, naitpthe crown of thorns, and put it on His head; no
stand and mock Him there, yet that every sin isah crucifixion of Christ, and a mockery of Chriahd

a slaughter of Christ, then, truly, there is abumidaason why you should repent and turn from it!

The apostle also used another argument, namely H& whom they had slain was a most blessed
person—one so blessed that God the Father hadeéxdiin. Jesus Christ came not into this world with
any selfish motive, but entirely out of philanthypfull of love to men. And yet men put Him to delat
Every sin is an insult against the good and kind;G&od does not deserve that we should rebel agains
Him; if He were a great tyrant domineering over pstting us to misery, there might be some excuse
for our sin, but when He acts like a tender fativeus, supplying our needs day by day, and forgivin
our offenses, it is a shame, a cruel shame, thathwald live in daily revolt against Him. You whave
not believed in Christ, have mighty cause for réjpgnthat you have not believed in Him, seeing 8le i
so good and kind. What hurt has He ever done yauyibu should curse at Him? What injury has Jesus
done to any one of you that you should despise Hfm®? deny His Deity, perhaps, or, at any rate, you
despise the great salvation which He came intowloidd to work out.Does He deserve this of you?
Prince of life and glory, King of angels, the adba# seraphs, are You despised of men for whom Your
blood was shed? Oh, what an accursed thing, thermsst be, since it treats so badly so kind and
blessed a person! This ought to make us melt! 3insild make us shed drops of pity and of griefl We
ought, indeed, to turn from our idle and evil waysen against Jesus we have so offended.

Moreover, Peter used another plea, that while beeyrejected the blessed Christ, they had chosen a
murderer. Sinner, you have despised Christ, and ishtiyou have chosen? Has it been the drunkard’s
cup? Oh, what a bestial thing to prefer to Chixthas it been your lust? What a devilish thingebin
the place of Christ! Man, what have your sins dtmgou that you should prefer them to Jesus Christ?
Have you lived in them for years? Then what wagesehyou had? What profit have you had? Tell me
now, you who have gone the farthest in sin, tellmow, are you satisfied with the service? Would you
wish to go over again the days you have lived, tmdeap in your own bodies the fruit of your
misdeeds? No, and you serve a hard master—a murfdene the beginning is that devil to whom you
surrendered your lives. Oh, then, this is a thonge repented of—that you have cast Christ away, an
have chosen a murderer! “Not this man,” you sayt ‘Barabbas.” You will take this murderous world,
this killing sin, but the blessed Savior, you letmHgo! Is not there good argument here for repergan
and conversion? Surely there is.

Peter clenches his reasoning with another argurbenging down, if | may so say, the big hammer
this time upon the head of the nail. It is thigttthe Lord Christ, whom you have up to now deshise
able to do great things for you. “His name throdiggth in His name has made this man strong, whom
you see and know.” Christ then, by faith in Himalde to do for you all that you need; if you virihst
Jesus today, all your iniquities shall be blottett the past shall not be remembered; the prebatitise
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rendered safe, and the future blessed. If you tnuGhtrist, there is no sin which He will not fovgi you,

no evil habit the power of which He will not brealq foul propensity the weight of which He cannot
remove; believing in Him, He can make you blessegiobhd a dream. And is not this cause for
repentance, that you should have slighted one wahaodo you so much good? With hands loaded with
love, He stands outside the door of your heartidsthis good reason for opening the door, anthbptt
the heavenly stranger in, when He can bless yauth a vast extent of benediction? What, will you
reject your own mercies? Will you despise tlsaven which shall be yours if you will have my ka3
Will you choose the doom from which none but He oestue you, and let go the glory to which none
but He can admit you? When | think of the usefudnet Christ to perishing sinners, there is indeed
abundant cause for repentance that you shouldawat tlosed with Him long ago, and accepted Him to
be your all in all. Thus you see the apostle arguia them by that word, “Therefore.”

There was one other plea which he used, whichuldvemploy this morning. He said, “Brethren, |
know that through ignorance you did it.” As if h@wd say, “Now that you have more of the light of
God, repent of what you did in the dark.” So miglsty to some here present. You had not heard the
gospel, you did not know that sin was so bad agthyou did not understand that Jesus Christ waes abl
to save to the uttermost them who came unto Gaditry Well, now you do understand it; the times of
your ignorance God winks at, but now, “commandsrah everywhere to repent.” Greater light brings
greater responsibility. Do not go back to your &st it become tenfold sin to you; if you do i tight
of God what once you did in the darkness, He whtked at you when you knew no better, may lift His
hand and swear that you shall never enter intoréit because you sinned presumptuously, and did
despite to the Spirit of His divine grace. | chaeyery unconverted man and woman here to mind what
they do in the future. If you did not know that Jesvas able to save you before, you know it now! If
you were in the dark till this morning, you are mothe dark any longer! “Now you have no cloak for
your sin.” Therefore, because the cloak is pullegyg and you sin against the light of God, | say as
Peter did, “Repent and be converted, that yourmsiang be blotted out.”

[ll. But now, our third remark shall be given with btgyiand it is this, THAT WITHOUT
REPENTANCE AND CONVERSION, SIN CANNOT BE PARDONED.

The expression used in the text, “blotted out,tha original may be better explained in this way.
Many Oriental merchants kept their accounts otelithblets of wax. On these tablets of wax, they
indented marks which recorded the debts, and wiesetdebts were paid, they took the blunt endeof th
stylus or pencil, and just flattened down the wamg the account entirely disappeared. That was the
form of “blotting out” in those days. Now, he whepents and is pardoned is, through the precious
blood of Christ, so entirely forgiven that therenis record of his sin left. It is asough the stylus had
leveled the marks in the wax, and there was norddedt. What a beautiful picture of the forgiveaes
sin! It is all gone, not a trace left! If we blotitoan account from our books, there is the blot—#uerd
is gone but there is the blot; but on the wax tathlere was no blot—it was all gone and the wax was
smooth. So is it with the sin of God’s people whemoved by Jesus’ blood—it is all gone and gone
forever. But rest assured it cannot be removedssrileere is repentance and conversion as the odsult
faith in Jesus. This must be so, for this is mesndy. Would you expect a great king to forgive an
erring courtier unless the offender first confeskisdfault? Where is the honor and dignity of theohe
of God if men are to be pardoned while as yet thilynot confess their sin? In the next place, dauid
not be moral—it would be pulling up the very sldcef immorality to tell men that they could be
pardoned while they went on in their sins and lotteein. What, a thief pardoned, and continues to
steal! A harlot forgiven, and remains unchaste! @henkard forgiven, and yet delights in his tanisard
Truly, then, the gospel would be the servant ofglrteousness, and against us who preach it morality
would make a law. But it is not so, impenitent grmshall be damned, let them boast what they will
about divine grace. My hearer, you must hate youosGod will hate you! You must turn or burn! You
cannot have your sins and go to heaven. Which ghadl? Will you leave your sins and go to heawen,
hold your sins and go to hell? Which shall it kg, it must be one or the other; there must be ardes
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between us and sin, or there cannot be a marriatyeebn us and Christ. Does not conscience tell us
this? There is not a conscience here that willteag man, “You can hope to be saved, and yet kve a
you like.” Some have said this—I question if anywédelieved it. No, no, no, blind as conscience is,
and though its voice is often very feeble, yet ¢hex enough of sight about conscience to see that
continuance in sin and pardon cannot coexist, haktmust be a forsaking of iniquity if there id®a
forgiving of it. But, my hearer, whether your comstce shall say so or not, God says it; “He who
confesses and forsakes his sin shall find mercyt’there is no promise for the unrepentant. God
declares that he who repents shall be forgiven.tlifoman will | look, even to him that is poor apida
contrite spirit, and trembles at My word.”

But for haughty Pharaoh, who says, “Who is thedl.¢inat | should obey Him?” there is nothing but
eternal destruction from the presence of the LBi®lwho goes on in his iniquity, and hardens hiknec
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without rgmat, | have no pardons to preach to you who eettl
your minds to continua sin; | have no gentle notes of love at all, moghbut a fearful looking for of
judgment and of fiery indignation. But ah, if yoaathe your sins—if God’s Holy Spirit has made you
hate your past lives, if you are anxious to be maglg men in Christ Jesus, | have nothing but notes
love for you. Believe in Jesus, cast yourself omHior He has said, “He who comes unto Me | will in
no wise cast out.” “Though your sins are as scatthety shall be as white as snow; though they ede r
like crimson, they shall be as wool.” The doorhsitsand fast bolted to every man who will keepdiing
but it is wide open, even to the biggest sinnerajutell, if he will leave his sin and lay hold désus
and put his trust in Him!

I\V. The last remark is this—REPENTANCE AND CONVERSIONILY BE REGARDED AS
PECULIARLY PRECIOUS IN THE FUTURE, for my text sayShat your sins may be blotted out,
when the times of refreshing shall come from tlesgmce of the Lord.”

A very difficult passage, indeed! Its meaningadarsely known. Three or four meanings have been
attached to it. In the first place, | think it meaihis—he who repents and is converted, shall ethjey
blotting out of sin in that season of sweet peab&chvalways follows pardon. After a man has been
thoroughly broken down on account of sin, God deadds him very tenderly. Among the very happiest
parts of human life are the hours immediately af@rversion! You know how we sing—

“Where is the blessedness | knew

When first | saw the Lord?”
When the broken bone begins to heal, David put&du make the bones which You have broken to
rejoice.” When the prisoner first gets out of pnswhen the fetters for the first time clank musscthey
fall broken to the ground; when the sick man leahessick chamber of his convictions to breathe the
air of liberty, and to feel the health of a parddsener! Oh, if you did but know what a blissstto be
forgiven, you would never stay away from Christ!tBou do not know, and cannot tell how sweet it is
to be washed in the precious blood, and wrappedtakith the fair white linen, and to have the kifs
the heavenly Father on your cheek! O “repent anddoeerted, that your sins may be blotted out, when
the times of refreshing shall come from the presaiche Lord.”

Perhaps these “times of refreshing” may also eefattimes of revival in the Christian church. The
only way in which you, dear friends, can sharéhmrefreshment of a revival, is by your own repent
and being converted. A revival is great refreshnmenhe church; | pray that a mighty wave may sweep
over Great Britain, for much we need it. But of whae is a revival to an unpardoned sinner? fkes |
the soft south wind blowing upon a corpse—it camgmo genial warmth. If you repent, and are
converted, then, amidst the general joy of thevadyiyou shall have this joy that your sins haverbe
blotted out. What a mournful cry is that, “The hesvis past, the summer is ended, and we are not
saved!” | think | hear that cry from some in theb@&enacle this morning. Oh, that blessed month of
February and the beginning of March! It was to ike b harvest and a summer! What prayers, what
tears, what cries! How full this house was to pridgi all day long from before the daystar shoneil un
long after sunset we continued in prayer! But yoa ill not saved, some of you. The harvest ard th
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summer is ended, and you are not saved! Ah, | haes praying to God that you may yet be saved
now. | am unable to achieve a purpose which has betupon my heart—to go and preach to a greater
congregation in the Agricultural Hall during thexhenonth. | find myself restrained by the Master’s
hand. Ill health has returned to me, and most foiglihere are months of weariness and pain awaiting
me, but | have prayed that if | may not cast theiméhe greater place, | may have the more of lyene
We cannot have a larger congregation, but | wolddlg have more conversions. It is hard preaching,
is dull working, unless there are results. We nhaste conversions. As that woman of old said, “Give
me children or | die,” so is it with the preachere-must have sinners saved, or he prays to die! Dear
hearer, if these times of refreshing may come,pwayer is that you may repent and be converted, tha
your sins may be blotted out, and so may partakieeidull in the priceless blessings of the season.
Once more, the text means, according to the cgntiee Second Advent. Jesus is yet to come a
second time, and like a mighty shower flooding aedeshall His coming be. His church shall revive
and be refreshed; she shall once again lift uphead from her lethargy, and her body from her
sepulcher; but woe unto you who are not saved wWhiamst comes, for the Day of the Lord will be
darkness and not light to you! When Christ cometh&unconverted, “the day shall burn as an oven,
and all the proud, yes, and all who do wickedlyalkshe stubble.” “But who may abide the day of His
coming? And who shall stand when He appears? Fas Hke a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap:
and He shall sit as a refiner apdrifier of silver: and He shall purify the sons lodvi.” Oh, if you
repent and are converted, you shall stand fullylkiesl in the day of His coming, when heaven and
earth will reel, when the solid rock begins to maltd the stars, like withered fig leaves, falinfrthe
tree, when the trumpet sounds exceedingly loudlang, “Awake, you dead and come to judgment,”
when the grand assize is sitting, and the Judgk lshdhere—the Judge of the quick and the dead, to
separate the righteous from the wicked. The Lonklaercy upon you in that day, and so He shall if
His grace shall make you obedient to the wordsusftext, “Repent and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out, when times of refreshing stathe from the presence of the Lord.”

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ACTS 3.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, all free, visit:

WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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