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MY dear brethren and friends.

Most unexpectedly did the kind invitation of my eestned brother, Mr. Spurgeon, come to me to
take part in the present service of this beautitmise. And after | had engaged to come, | sincerely
wished that | had not. | felt, however, that it Wbaot be proper to retire from the engagementseek
to meet it in a becoming spirit, both towards Gaudlgh, and God’s people. | will now try to do this
utter here, of course, my own sentiments. As | atrasponsible for anything that has been or may be
said by another speaker, so | alone am resporfsiblghat | shall say. But though | am not the dalteg
or representative of any church, denomination,conmmunity, | doubt not that my declaration of faith
the matter in hand will be, in all substantial gsjrthat of a very large number who love Jesus,amad
living in His service. That | desire to believe whiae Bible teaches, and that | am sincere in rmyis
tions, Iknowto be true—but that there are thousands of exdeBénistians on the other side admits of
no doubt, and should not be questioned by anyohéhed deep sincerity, love to God and His gospel,
zeal and devotedness in holy things, self-denyafmpis in the divine service, and the cultivation an
manifestation of Christian graces, | would and deak with the most earnest approval. | give them as
much credit for sincerity as | claim for myself;dahdo this not as a favor, but as a piece of senjus-
tice. Yet we differ—differ as to what the Sacreda@es teach on the doctrine now before us; arsl it i
competent and right for all men to examine, eaah fon himself, which of our opinions is that whiish
taught in the Bible, for certainlyoth arenot taught there!

The question—Is it possible for sincere Christidndy regenerated persons, to be finally separated
from Jesus, to lose the favor of God their Fathrd be eternally shut out from His smile and home?—
is one of no small moment! It involves issues a# thost momentous nature, and cannot but be un-
speakably interesting to every believer in ChN8e say, with unfaltering tongue, that of all theade
everyone who was ever renewed in heart is now avdre and that reconciliation with God on earth,
through Christ Jesus, will, in every case end @ elierlasting salvation of the soul. If God, thiead
told us that all who are here now are His regeedrpeople, (would that they were!) we should believ
that when the roll of the finally-saved shall bdle everyone of us would answer to that call by-s
ing, “Here am |, Lord; Your right arm, and the efigal operation of Your Spirit and grace has ddne i
all, and now | am to be forever happy, foreveress| forever safe.” It is hardly necessary to baywe
believe this view of the case to be in entire harynwith the teaching of God’s Book. To the law dad
the testimony, if we, or others speak not on thi$ an all other matters according to that Words lie-
cause there is no light in us or in them (Isa 8:20)

Having called public attention to this doctrineelgtin a small book, “UNCHANGING LOVE,” [all
the texts that are usually quoted in oppositiotheodoctrine now noticed are passed under calnewgvi
| have sought to obey the Master's command—“Se#nehScriptures”—I will now, with your kind
permission, direct attention to a few portionsha tlivine Word that we believe fully establish thee-
trine of the Saints’ final preservation and persamee. On each of those texts my words must bedsw,
the time allotted to me is short.

Hear, then, the Holy Spirit’'s teaching when speghkiy the prophet Samuel—“For the LORD will
not forsake His people for His great name’s salegabse it has pleased the LORD to make you His
people” (1 Sam 12:22). This, we think, is conclesiWhat Christian does not know, and knowing, does
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not mourn over the untrustworthiness of his hean@ feeling fully assured that it is impossible fom
to vanquish “the world, the flesh, and the deviidw welcome to his heart is the declaration, “The
LORD will not forsake His people” No. He thoughtoper to renew their hearts, to quicken them into
spiritual life, and He will mercifully continue toarry on His good work in their souls till it shak per-
fected in glory! The reason why, “He will not fokeaHis people” is stated here most explicitly—jast
much so as is the declaration of His unchangeabie. lit is not that they were less sinful by natore
practice than others; or because of any moral tigmlihat were found in them; but “because it pddas
the LORD to make them His people.” Hear anothettipo—God, speaking by his prophet Isaiah
says—“Can a woman forget her sucking child, tha should not have compassion on the son of her
womb? Yes, they may forget, yet will | not forgetuy Behold, | have engraved you upon the palms of
My hands” (Isa 49:15, 16). This we regard as a nmstesting, as well as a most consolatory ponibn
Scripture. “Zion said, the LORD has forsaken mal ary LORD has forgotten me.” This was not only
an error in creed—it was also a dishonorable estiobthe divine character, and to it the Gracione
replies in these words—“Can a woman forget her isigckhild that she should not have compassion on
the son of her womb? Yes, they may forget, yet mall | forget you.” The affection of a right-minded
mother for her tender and helpless offspring is @inthe strongest that is experienced by humangsein
But, though strong, very strong, it may, alas, gwag/! It is, at best, only a creature’s love, aneréfore
changeable; while that love which is exercised lmgl ®wards His believing children is, like He-
changeableThese words prove, and were designed to prove coostusively, that the love of the Di-
vine Father towards His adopted sons and daugisterst a fluctuating or changing thing. What other,
or what lower interpretation can we put upon thedsp“YET WILL | NOT FORGET YOU”? And not
forgetting them is, in this case, equivalent to Elitinuing to care for, to keep, and tenderly rdga
them!

Hear God again speaking by the same prophet—"sonal moment have | forsaken you; but with
great mercies will | gather you. In a little wrdthid My face from you for a moment; but with e\aest-
ing kindness will | have mercy on you, says the IDDyur Redeemer. For this is as the waters of Noah
unto Me: for as | have sworn that the waters ofiNslaould no more go over the earth; so have | sworn
that | would not be angry with you, nor rebuke ybor the mountains shall depart, and the hillsebe r
moved; but My kindness shall not depart from yaeithrer shall the covenant of My peace be removed,
says the LORD who has mercy on you.” These wordeme to hold a prominent place among those
which God has spoken for the comfort and joy of pe®ple. Their obvious design is to sustain believ-
ers under the chastening hand of God, and to ddbthiconsiderations drawn from His own character,
and not from anything in themselves. Vain, brothad sisters, is it to trust, or put confidenceun
own false hearts! They are weak as helpless infahzyean on them will only be evidence of our yoll
and of our sin. We are not to find consolation um gifts, in our graces, in our labors, in our tefons,
or in our experience, nor by the grace of God wél do so. But when chastised by the ever-loving and
good Father—when smarting under His parental asérged stripes—we may feast our souls on His
blessed words—words that fire those souls with idemnice, hope, and love. “In a little wrath | hid My
face from you for a moment; but with everlastingddaess will | have mercy on you. For the mountains
shall depart, and the hills be removed; but My kiegk shall not depart from you, neither shall the c
enant of My peace be removed, says the LORD whorteasy on you.” Such, brothers and sisters, are
GOD’S utterances! These are the words of One whiméhangeable in affection; of One who says—
Oh, blessed be His adorable name for that sayin§b+t am the LORD, | change not; therefore you
sons of Jacob are not consumed” (Mal 3:6).

| name another passage—“For there shall arise$ 3agus, “false Christs, and false prophets, and
shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch, ifhiatyere possible, they shall deceive the vdecg
(Matt 24:24). The plain and obvious meaning of thiter clause is that it is not possible to deeev
allure to their final ruin, the adopted sons andgiders of God—those whom He has chosen to be His!
Nothing less, we believe, was intended by the GrecSpeaker, and we see not how any other meaning

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 7




Sermon #388-B The Final Perseverance of Believers in Christ Jesus 3

can be consistently given to the language whichheie uses! The words, “If it were possible,” only
say, in another forni]t is not possible”

| now name such texts as connect faith, or belggunChrist, with salvation, of which the following
are a few: “God so loved the world, that He gave éhly begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” “Mgrverily, | say unto you, he that hears My woeshd
believes on Him who sent Me, has everlasting &fej shall not come into condemnation, but is passed
from death unto life.” “And this is the will of Hinwho sent Me, that everyone which sees the Son, and
believes on Him, may have everlasting life. Verigrily, | say unto you, he who believes on Me has
everlasting life. | am the living bread which can@vn from heaven: if any man eats of this bread he
shall live forever.” “The gospel is the power of @santo salvation to everyone who believes.” (John
3:16; 5:24; 6:47, 50, 51, 57; Rom 1:16). The plaiaching of these, and many similar passagesats th
every believer in Jesusas everlasting lifeThey teach this or they teach nothing! If thisn@ their
meaning, what is? But, can that which is everlgstiease to be? Can it come to an end? No words can
more plainly assert than these do, théioever believesn Jesus SHALL NOT COME INTO CON-
DEMNATION; that all believers in Him shall enjoyVerlasting life.” We take these gracious assuranc-
es as proving to the fullest extent the doctrirmewbich we plead. If the belief of the gospel ig fal-
lowed in every instance by eternal blessednesst didaPaul mean when he said, “The gospel is the
power of God unto salvation &veryonewvho believes”? (Rom 1:16). If, at the last dayjrayle one is
unsaved of those who had believed the gospel, &odhad been united to Christ by faith in His name—
the apostle’s words must be false—his teachingignue! This, at least, is our opinion. No amoaht
adverse criticism can set aside the evidence thet gerses as these furnish in support of the d&tess
doctrine which we now defend!

Hear Christ again—*My sheep,” He says, “hear Mycepiand | know them, and they follow Me:
and | give unto them eternal life; and they shaller perish, neither shall anyone pluck them owlpf
hand. My Father who gave them to Me is greater #larand no one is able to pluck them out of My
Father's hand” (John 10:27-30).We regard this emaissage as one of the most delightful and consol-
ing in the Scriptures. It teaches most unequivgealh the plainest, strongest, and most conclusive
terms—that Christ’s believing ones “SHALL NEVER PEBRI"—that no enemy, human or hellish,
shall be able to wrench them out of His or His Edthcovenanted and secure grasp! Infinite power, n
less than infinite love—both existing in their Gadd Savior—stand as guarantees for their security!
Neither men nor demons shall be able to defeatvertarn the purpose of divine grace concerning
them! Difficulties, many and sharp, may surrounenth and temptations, fierce and fiery, may assault
their souls; but divine love, wisdom, grace, anav@oshall be always on their side. Jesus, theHfialit
and true witness,” says, “THEY SHALL NEVER PERISHElsewhere He says, “Because | live, you
shall live also” (John 14:19). The spiritual lifé lzelievers is in HIS keeping, and He here declénas
it is as secure as His own. If He dies, and coesmot to be their “Advocate with the Father” (hido
2:1), their Intercessor “at the right hand of G&bm 8:34), then may they die also, but not otheeWi
In perfect keeping with his Lord’s words are theggch Paul uses, when referring to the same subject
“For if,” he says, “when we were enemies, we weeonciled to God by the death of His Son, much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by &8 (Rom 5:10). That is, we shall be preservecdhat t
state of reconciliation by Christ’s intercessofg it God’s right hand in heaven. He, the God-rmaes
there as Mediator for them—He holds and exercia#pdwer in heaven and on earth” for the welfare
and safety of His Church. And they cannot die whitelives! The power that is to destroy the spaitu
life of the weakest saint must first destroy the 6f that saint’'s Head. “Their life” as the Holpi8t by
Paul elsewhere teaches, “is hid with Christ in G@dbl 3:3). Where, brothers and sisters, couldeit b
safer, or as safe? In whose care or keeping coblkel $o secure? It “is hid with Christ in God.” Nwtly
so, but the apostle goes on to say, “When Chrisg i our life, shall appear, then shall you algpear
with him IN GLORY.” This, to say the least of i§ a glorious statement and declaration! Can languag
we ask, go beyond that which is used in these texgsiarantee the eternal salvation of every befigv
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Jesus? The Head and members shall never be separady are bound up in an inseparable and an un-
changing union!

Hear a divine lesson given in another place—*Moespwhom He did predestinate, them He also
called; and whom He called, them He also justifiad whom He justified, them He also glorified”
(Rom 8:30).

When it is said, “Whom He did predestinate, them diso called,” we must interpret the word
“called” to mean very much more thawited, for the apostle goes on to say, “Whom He calledit
He also justified.” We know that this is only troé those whabelieve in Jesuswho are effectually
called or drawn by the combined operations of th@d\and Spirit of God, into the blessed fellowship
and joys of the gospel (1 Cor 1:9). That those, @migt those, whdoelievein Christ are justified is the
uniform lesson of the divine Word (John 3:16, 36fsA13:39-40; Rom 1:16; 3:22, 28). Let it be noted
that Paul affirms three things here. The first i$¢Hom He did predestinate, them He also called.” The
second is—“Whom He called, them He also justifieiid the third is—“Whom He justified, them He
also glorified.” What, then, does he mean by theression “glorified”? Does he, or can he mean any-
thing less than the enjoyment of everlasting IMé€ say, then, that if only a single individual ofithe
whole number of those who have been, or shall bstified” by faith in Jesus, comes short of heaven,
the declaration would not be true that, “Whom Hsifjied, them He also glorified”!

Hear another divine proclamation relative to theuséy of God’s people—"For | am persuaded that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princiggedi, nor powers, nor things present, nor thingsotoe,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,| $leahble to separate us from the love of God wisch
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:38, 39). Thesethmrs and sisters, are notes of the most triuntphan
character, relative to the ultimate blessednedsebévers in Jesus. The terms which are here used a
such as leave no doubt as to what the Holy Sgpigaking by Paul, meant to teach. We deliberafely a
firm that language has no power to assert the isb@ctor which we contend more conclusively than is
here done! Words have no meaning, nor are theympfuae in communicating thought if these words
were not used by a man who believed as we do omé#iter in hand. And we are entirely willing to be-
lieve or disbelieve with the Apostle Paul, neithesre nor less.

| quote him again. Hear what he wrote to the Chwathilippi—“Being confident of this very
thing, that He who has begun a good work in you perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” | well
remember how greatly this passage strengthenedamysoul when, in the morning of my religious life,
| was passing through much mental conflict. And aoé these words well-calculated to comfort the
hearts of those who, through grace, have beliengtia Savior? Is there any room for objecting -criti
cism here, or is there any ambiguity in the languagployed? No, there is none whatever—the apostle
was confident of this very thing. What “very thimg¥Why, that wherever the Divine Spirit had com-
menced this “good work” of grace in the soul, Heuwldocomplete it! No other power could have begun
it, and no other power is competent to carry itMard to completion. That He who commences that
“good work” isableto finish it, no professing Christian wileny—that Hewill finish it, this verse most
clearly teaches. The Apostle Paul was “confidenttdfS VERY THING;” and so are we!

Let us give attention to other words of the sanm&exhpenman. Addressing one of the primitive
Churches, he says—"We are bound to give thanksyalwaGod for you, brethren beloved of the Lord,
because God has from the beginning chosen youltatie, through sanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth” (2 Thess 2:13). This is a mwsportant portion of Scripture in relation to thaes-
tion—what is the end of Election? In what doesiitis it to terminate? What does it secure? Arsuts-
jects merely chosen to enjoy the light of the gggbe means of grace, and no more? Or, are they ch
sen to enjoy, in its full measure, everlasting, ltfee priceless favor and blissful fellowship ofdsmere
and forever? This question is definitely settlectly language of Inspiration employed here. Thesapo
tle declares that the choice is “to salvation;”iarpther words, which he also uses in this plécethe
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christlii§ means, of course, eternal life in heaven, dsase
all that precedes and prepares for it on earthhBut can this be realized? How can it be said these
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“chosen tosalvation,” if they may all apostatize finally from Jesus] faut of the divine favor, and be
forever numbered with the lost? The thing is, airse, impossible! If nataved—fully and forever—it
would not be true to say they were chosen “to simnd

| beg to name one passage more. Speaking of bedjewvelivinely inspired teacher says—“Who are
kept by the power of God through faith unto sawati(1 Peter 1:5). Here we are distinctly taughttvh
the Divine Being is doing and will continue to dw His believing people. The apostle asserts tia t
are “kept by the power of God through faith unttva@on.” If so, nothing is more certain than thia¢y
shall reach it, and enjoy it forever! Had Peteridad that it was possible for any number of them t
become outcasts from God, and die in their singytnéld never have employed the language which is
found here. The declaration that believers are t’kep garrisoned in, (for such is the meaning o th
term here employed), “by the power of GOD througithf unto salvation,” settles the point with usgdan
leaves us nothing more to desire in the shapeatérsient or promise. This is, indeed, a gloriousalae
tion! Fellow pilgrims, let it fill you with the hilgest joy, as it gives you the fullest assuranceyba are
safe in the grasp and guardianship of Jehovahsitho

We hold and teach, too, that the certain enjoynoémiverlasting life is inseparably connected with
continued faith in the divine testimony concernsmg, Jesus, and His salvation. They shall be pveder
in the exercise of faith in the Redeemer until tebgll enter upon the possession of the heavehbrin
itance. This is clearly taught here, and nothirsg.le

| have now referred to a few out of the many podiof God's Word which teach the doctrine for
which we contend. God’s people shall be preseraed will persevere to the end, for they were gitcen
Christ in the everlasting covenant—that covenantiwis “ordered in all things and sure.” The stail
of that covenant is as safe as the oath, and pepmnl power of God can make it (Psa 89:30, 34; He-
brews 6:18, 19). They are “loved by Him with an kasting love” (Jer 31:3). They are “chosen to sal-
vation” (Eph 1:4; 2 Thess 2:13). And God, theirajpas and reconciled Father, “will rest in His ldve
(Zeph 3:17). Their safety, as believers in Jesusgecured by the Word and promise of the “God who
cannot lie.” He has said that He will “never lealilem nor forsake them” (Heb 13:5), that they shall
“never perish” (John 10:28), and that He will “conf them unto the end” (1 Cor 1:8).

For this purpose the ever-availing intercessiodesfus is employed. He is at the right hand of God
as their Brother, Representative, and Advocateptdgs for them that their faith fail not (Luke 22)3
They are, each and all, borne on His heart, aradple for in His gracious and ever-successful ieterc
sion. “Father,” He says, “I will that they also, @rh You have given Me, be with Me where | am, that
they may behold My glory” (John 17:24). Oh, whateless joy do these words afford to the believer’s
heart! No weapon that is formed against them givaper! Their Almighty King will vanquish all thei
spiritual foes! He will so aid them that they shadhtend victoriously against “the world, the fleahd
the devil.” They shall be more than conquerorsugroHim who loved them (Rom 8:37). They shall be
the saved of His right arm, and the everlasting unoents and trophies of His grace, love, and power.
They are “sealed with that Holy Spirit of promiséieh isthe earnesof their inheritance, until the re-
demption of the purchased possession” (2 Cor 221Eph 1:13, 14). Having received the “earnest,”
the pledge which guarantees the fulfillment of thetavenly Father’'s covenant to save them, they are
perfectly and forever secure!

We build our faith in this doctrine on God'’s pldeaching. We extort no meaning from His Word
which cannot be found there by the simple and amgineader of it. We take its statements in thigimp
grammatical sense, just as they would be intergrbteany unprejudiced expounder of language. We
should be content to abide by the interpretatiothef which would be given by any man—infidel or
other—who felt no interest in our controversy, avitb was entirely careless relative to our diffeesnc
of opinion. One unequivocal passage teaching thetrithe would be, or should be, sufficient to estab
lish it, and to bring out opinions into harmony hvdivine teaching. But we are not confined to ame,
five, or ten—we have line upon line, promise upoonpise, assurance upon assurance, and declaration
upon declaration to this effect, so that we wowd-a“If the doctrine is not taught in the portions o
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Scripture that | have named, what is taught in th&dhat is their import? What do they teach? Or what
language or terms would be thought sufficient exkeit?” It is our firm conviction that no doctrirod
religion is more clearly taught in the Bible thantlnis. It is expressed as plainly as words casiplys

do it.

And are we, with these inspired declarations befsieto suppose it possible for wicked men or de-
mons to say, when pointing to numbers of the losthe' Most High began to build up His kingdom in
their souls, but He was not able to finish it! Hea¢ened them into spiritual life—renewed, pardgned
justified, and sanctified them; but now they amatisom His grasp, His enemiggereable—contrary to
the words of Jesus (John 10:28)—'to pluck themadudis hand,’and they have done it.”

This would, indeed, make short work of many plamd positive declarations found in the Bible—it
would prove, beyond a doubt that its promises,assdirances, and declarations are of very littleeval

Let me, before | close, say—and say with the fukesphasis possible—that we believe as firmly as
any man living, as firmly as we believe any trudlught in the Bible, that, “without holiness no man
shall see the Lord” (Heb 12:14). We know no othedence of being in Christ, or of being a Christian
than that which is furnished by a life and behatiecoming the gospel. And though holiness is net th
cause of God’s first or continued love to His peojtl is theeffectandfruit of that love, and a main part
of the salvation which is in Christ Jesus—that atabn to which they are chosen (Eph 1:4); and he wh
is satisfying himself with the notion that he ideséor eternity, while he is living in any knownnsiis
turning the grace of our God into licentiousnesy] & a deadly enemy of the cross of Christ! The
blessed doctrine which the Bible teaches, and irchwive glory, is the doctrine of tteaint'sfinal per-
severance, and that doctrine was never designednifort any man who is not living a life of faith i
the Son of God, intensely anxious to please Gaallithings, and to be the holy and happy subject of
that mind which was in Jesus.

Very interesting, then, is the question, when asket wrong spirit—Are there only a few who are
saved? If God does not hold up His people, if Hesdwoot keep them by His grace and power, they will
be very few, indeed—a child may count them, andaat, have none, not one, to count! But let no man
charge our views with being “narrow” or “embracioigly a few,” or contemplating the eternal salvation
of “a very limited number” of our race, for, accorg to the view which we hold and teach, they Wwél
a numberless number! We believe, and our heart8 wutl high and holy joy in believing, thavery
child of man who loved God-every oneof Adam’s race who was renewed in heaatwho were ever
on the Lord’s side—will be found among the savedt Nne will be lost! Not one will be missed from
the eternal banquet! Not one will be outside thieg@af the holy city! All, all shall be there, atitere
forever, and ever, and ever!

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,

He will not, He cannot, give up to His foes!

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake
He'll never! No, never! No, never forsake!”

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THEHOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THISSERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUSCHRIST.

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermonsin Modern English,
and 574 Spanish trandlations, visit:
WWW.SPUr geongems.or g
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