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A PSALM OF REMEMBRANCE
NO. 253

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON SABBATH MORNING, MAY 22, 1859,
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE MUSIC HALL, ROYAL SURREY GARDENS.

“We have known and believed the love that God hasis.”
1 John 4:16.

IT is very pleasant to read descriptions of theyHand from observant travelers, who, in glowing
language, have depicted its interesting sceneaust monfess that all books which speak of the land
where Jesus lived and died have an attraction tarBut how much more delightful must it be to jour-
ney there one’s self—to stand on the very spot &/ld@sus preached and prayed—and to kneel upon
that blood-stained garden of Gethsemane in whiclswieat that sacred sweat of blood! | can scarcely
imagine what must be the sensation of a true Gémisthen he stands on Calvary, that spot of aksth
most dear to the believer’s soul. All the descoips that the traveler can possibly give can newakan
the emotions which would be felt if we were redlgre ourselves! Now, this law of nature | would
transfer to matters of grace. Let me tell you thay what | may, concerning the acts of God’s goedne
in the souls of His people. My description will Hellness itself compared with the glorious reality.
God should lend me help, so that | could, in glayoictures, portray the amazing love of Christ §esu
to those who believe in Him—if | could tell you tfeir matchless experience, their divine drinkihg a
the fountain of life and bliss, their heavenly faags in the banqueting house—all this would bémuj
compared with what you would feel if you, yourseibuld taste and handle and see and know and be-
lieve!

Let me add another figure to render this truth oflGret more apparent. Suppose an eloquent for-
eigner, from a sunny clime, should endeavor to makeappreciate the fruits of his nation. He depict
them to you. He describes their luscious flavoejrtisooling juice, their delicious sweetness. Baih
powerless will be his oration, compared with yoiuidsremembrance if you have, yourself, partaken of
the dainties of his land! It is even so with theddhings of God. Describe them as we may, we danno
awaken in you the joy and delight that is felt bg tman who lives upon them; who makes them his dai-
ly food—his manna from heaven and his water fromrck. ‘Tis feeling, ‘tis tasting, ‘tis actuallgr
ceiving and enjoying which is, after all, the higheratory with which we can possibly explain taiyo
the sweet and precious things of God!

Now, do you not see that John could speak with pofwe he spoke from his own experience? And
do you not perceive that his language cannot bemstabd except we put ourselves in his position and
are able to echo His words, when he said, “We lkawosvn and believed the love that God has to us™?
There are many here, | doubt not, who can joinhia teclaration of the apostle. And may the Holy
Spirit help me, while | endeavor to draw out anregpion of grateful thanks from those who have be-
lieved and known the love which God has to them!

First, then, | shall look upon my text as beargabstract of Christian experienc8econdly, | shall
view it asthe summary of Christian testimongnd after that, | shall regard it #ise groundwork of
Christian encouragement

|. First of all, we use here THE ABSTRACT OF CHRISTIAAKPERIENCE. Some will object to
this. If you should bring some Christians up angl $&8ome now, just tell us in a few words what you
think of the Christian life,” they would begin withdeep-fetched groan and then with the slightest p
sible allusion to mercy they would pass on to desdheir continual exercises of soul, their defjica
tions, their desperate adversities and their treloes corruptions. Then, they would end with another
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groan. But | think the healthy Christian, if heasked this question—*‘Can you possibly give in one
short sentence a statement of your Christian exipee?” would come forward joyously and say, “I will
say nothing about myself, but | will speak to tlenar of my God and | am sweetly constrained to af-
firm that| have known and have believed the love that Gadthane’ That would be his abstract of
experience and the very best, | am sure, that hihy af God can present! It is true that we have tou

als, but it is just as true that we are deliverad af them. It is true that we have our corruptiamsl
mournfully do we know this to be the fact. Butstjust as true that we have an all-sufficient Sawilbo
overcomes these corruptions and enables us to tineadragon beneath our feet! In looking back, we
dare not say that we have not passed the den pdré®. It would be wrong if we were to deny that we
have floundered through the slough of despond aveé krept along the valley of humiliation—but we
can say we have be#moughthem. We have not remained in them! We have ribole bones bleach-
ing in the burning sun, nor our bodies to be theymf the lion. Our sorrows have been the heralds o
mercies! Our griefs cannot mar the melody of oaig® for we reckon them to be the deep bass nbtes o
our song! The deeper our troubles; the louder banks to God who has assuredly led His servants
through all, and has preserved us until now. Oust paubles are no disturbers of our happy worship!
They do but swell the stream of our grateful affect We put down all our trials into the accounit b
we still declare our one unconditional avowal, tH&fe have known and believed the love that God has
to us.”

You will observe the distinction which the apostiakes. | may not be able to clearly bring it out,
but it struck my mind as being a very beautifulatggion of the Christian’s two-fold experience.rée-
times he knows the love that God has to him andtlar times he believes it. There is a difference
here—I hope | shall be able to make it plain.

1. Sometimes the Christian knows the love of God ta.Hiwill mention two or three particular
ways in which he knows it.

Sometimes he knows it by seeing it. He goes tdhbisse and he finds it stored with plenty—"His
bread is given him and his water is sure.” Theetaui God is upon his tabernacle; the Almighty ithw
him and his children are about him. He washestksswith butter and the rocks pour him out rivars
oil. His root is spread out by the river and thevdees all night upon his branch. His glory is teis
him and his bow is renewed in his hands. He isskel@s$n his going out and in his coming in. He s t
blessings of heaven above and of “the deep whashunder.” He is like Job. The Lord has set a hedge
about him and all that he possesses. Now, trulganmesay, “I know the love of God to me, for | e
it. | can see a gracious providence pouring fotthad the cornucopia of providence—an abundance of
all that my soul can desire!” This, however, migbt completely convince him of God’s love if it veer
not that he has also a consciousness that thesgsthre not given him as husks are cast to swinte, b
they are bestowed on him as love tokens from aete@ad! His ways please the Lord and, therefore, He
makes even his enemies to be at peace with himnireat such a time has a joyous spirit. When he
reads the Scripture, it is one great transparermy beginning to end. When he meditates upon its
pages, it is like a bracelet set about with thestajewels. He goes about his Master’s servicethed
Lord makes him successful. He sows and he reappjdwes and the furrows team with plenty. The
sower overtakes the reaper and the reaper overth&esower! God gives him many harvests in a year.
The work of his hands is established and his lalbdove is accepted. The Lord has made him exceed-
ingly rich—He has blessed him and his cup runs.aderhas all that heart can desire. “Now,” he says,
“I know the goodness of God.” This, truly, is vexgisy work and yet easy though it is, we ought mot t
forget that we have had such seasons. We have hag tmals, but in the desert of our trial, we have
had sometimes an oasis like this. We can look baglome sunny spot when we could say, “Surely the
arms of love are round about me both temporallyspidtually.” “He has set me upon a rock and estab
lished my goings.” Then the Christignowsthe love of God.

Another time in which he knows his Father’s lovenisen heseesit after coming out of affliction.

He has been sick and, while he has been on hishieeldas been vexed with anxious thoughts concern-
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ing those he might leave behind or even about Hfimsethe hour of languishing, he cried to the tlor
for deliverance. And, at last, he felt the youngdal leaping through his veins anew. New health was
restored to him and he trod the green turf agath light, elastic steps, singing, “The Lord hasrdeay
cry, like Hezekiah, and has lengthened my days. Nkmow the love which God has to me.” Or else he
has incurred great losses in business. One afh@nthe curtains of his habitation were torn—the
cords were cut in two and all the tent pins pullgdby the invading enemy! He thought, at last, that
nothing would be left him, “Surely | shall die imyerty,” he says, for bankruptcy stares him infee.

But now and then the tide is changed; the keelthip almost grated on the gravel, but now itifeg
to float and boldly he spreads his sails and g#jldre rides the billows. Now, he can exclaimkiiow

the love that God has to me.” He has brought Higase out of the horrible pit and out of the mitgy
and has again appeared to him in mercy and chasgglas doubts and fears!

So also has it been with many a man when he hagetos been laboring under a heavy trial and at
last escapes from it. Look at old Jacob. | belithat all his life he would have put in an objection
against what | have just declared—that this israreary of Christian experience. He would have said,
“No, young man. | tell you it is not—my experientas been one of trouble and trial ever since Inhsft
Father's house.” And we could tell him the reasonif, too, if he particularly wished to know. But
surely, when at last he put his aged arms roundéelk of his son, Joseph; when at last he saw tlien r
over all Egypt and when his two grandchildren wien@ught to kneel before him to receive his blessing
the old man might have reversed what he said andare have exclaimed, “Few and evil,” but, “Now |
know the love that God has towards me!” As it waes,did end his life with a song and finished by
praising the angel who had blessed him and keptffoam all evil. Even Jacob is no exception to the
great rule—that the life of God’s people is a probthe text—"We know and believe the love that God
has to us.”

There are other ways in which God’s childigrowtheir Father’s love. Besides what they see, there
are some things which thégel There are times when the Father takes His chila His arms, presses
him to His bosom and kisses him with the kisseHlisflips. These are the fond expressions to séh for
the tender communing which God has with His chitddohn could say, “We have known,” for he had
laid his head on Jesus’ bosom. He had been with iHithe garden of Gethsemane; he had been with
Him on the mount of transfiguration. He had beethwlim, too, when He worked His special miracles
and, therefore, from the fact that he had communmith Christ at the supper and in His sufferingd an
His miracles, John might say, “We know the lovet tHa has to us.” And have not you and |—let us
now speak from personal experience—have not wefdibmvship with Christ? There have been times
when we were not nearer to ourselves than we vee@od—when we were as assured that we were
having fellowship with Him as a man talks with fiend! As sure, | say, as we were of our own exist
ence! Bitter though we sometimes think that ouedilhave been, yet have there been periods in them
akin to heaven, when we could say, “If this is glatry, it is next door to it! If | am not on thehar side
of Jordan, at least my Master is on this side loff it have not yet been permitted to walk the gaid
streets, yet these very streets on earth have toegrby heavenly footsteps while |1 have walked with
God!” There have been times when a Christian wawldhave changed his blest estate for an angel’s
wing of fire! He has felt that he was with Christdawas as certain of it as if he had seen His eterc
hands and feet! Then could he say, “Noknbwthe love that God has towards me.”

And at times, too, there has been knowledge—nbigts perhaps, as communion, bringing with it
less of rapture and ecstasy—but not less of solidalation. | mean the infallible testimony of tHely
Spirit—the Spirit of God witnessing with our spititat we are born of God. | am no believer in those
dreams and visions which many persons mar theeréqce. | do not believe in those tales | hear peo
ple tell about hearing a voice, or seeing an arfsth things happen now and themew andthen—but
when we are overdone with them, we begin to sudpeat to be utterly false! | speak not as a famatic
enthusiast when | testify that there is such agtlais an express revelation made by the Holy Spitiie
individual man. This written Word of God which isat on which we rely as a sure word of testimony,

Volume 5 Tell someone today how much you love J€dusst. 3




4 A Psalm of Remembrance Sermon #253

whereunto you do well to take heed, as unto a ligat shines in a dark place. There is, besides thi
say, another—a distinct, decided, infallible uttexa of the Holy Spirit in the soul of man—when He
bears witness with our spirit that we are born otiGANnd at such times—and | will not stop to explai
how it is—the natural man would not understand me the spiritual man already knows—at such
times, the believer says, “Novkhowthe love that God has to me.” If the devil himselperson should
meet the believer when he has this witness andhitallthat God did not love him, he would call him a
liar to his face and say, “The Spirit of God hds tme so and | will believe the Spirit of God andill

not believe you, you liar from the beginning, yathier of lies!” Now, this is a very joyous parttbe
believer’'s experience—that both by sight and byirigeand by distinct inward witnessing, he can ofte
say, “Iknowthe love that God has towards me.”

2. But, there are times of thick darkness, when neghe nor moon appear for many days; when the
tempest rages exceedingly and two seas meet i dmdksion. There are seasons when the Christian,
dismasted and dismantled, drifts before the stormsarable hulk, unable to grasp the rudder oran m
the yards. All strength and hope are gone! He lagksard, but he sees no Helper; downward and he
beholds nothing but the uttermost depths of despaound him, there is nothing but terror, and all
about him, everything frowns with dismay. At suctimae, noble is the Christian who can say, “Now it
may be | do not know the love that God has to me] believeit. Now | believe it,” he says. “Yes, roll
on, waves—tell me that you shall engulf me—nbutlldwe you not! He who has promised to preserve
me—Him | believe and on His love will | rely evelmough now | see no proof of it. Now, poor vessel,
drift before the storm; and you, you rocks, roanger with your sounding breakers! But | do not fear
you, for Ibelievethe love of God towards me. | cannot be completglcked. Driven before the storm
| may be; half a wreck and tempest-tossed | am—whally lost | never can be! And now, this day, in
the teeth of evidence, in opposition to everythivigch goes against it, nowbelievethe love which
God has for me.”

The first position that oknowingGod’s love is the sweetest, but thatbefievingGod'’s love is the
grandest. To feel God’s love is very precious,tbubelieve it when you do not feel it is the nobléte
may be but a little Christian who knows God’s lolbat he is a great Christian who believes it when t
visible contradicts it—and the invisible withholds witness. No one is as grand as that prophet who
sees the olive wither, the fig-tree blasted, tiregidevoured by the caterpillar, the stalls empretithe
flocks destroyed—who sees famine staring him infdtue—and yet rejoices in the Lord! Oh, that is
honoring God! You who believe Him in the sunshiyay offer Him pennies, but you who believe Him
in the storm, you pay Him pounds! No revenue is@sas that which comes from the fat, yet seeming-
ly barren land of affliction. God gets no honorager than that which He receives from the trudtith
of a cast down but not destroyed believer! Blessdt who is perplexed but not in despair, persetut
but not forsaken; who is poor, yet, by his faitek@s many rich—who has nothing, yet possesses all
things—who cries, “lI can do nothing,” and yet caida“l can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.”

And now, do not these two states make up a sumpfaBhristian experienceNe knowandbe-
lievethe love that God has to us.” “Ah,” says one “veedr sometimes doubted it.” No, | will leave that.
You may insert it in your confession, but | willtnout it into my song. Confess your doubts, buttevri
them not in this, our psalm of praise! | am sundpibking back, you will say, “Oh, how foolish | w&o
ever doubt a faithful and unchanging God.” Brinigyalur doubts and fears this day; hew them in @ece
like Agag before the Lord—Iet not one escape! Tilean and hang them up upon a tree till evening and
then take a great stone and set it at the mouthedf sepulcher that they may rise no more. Oh, for
grace from this day forward to say, “When | knowt noy Father’s love, | will believe it and when |
have His presence, then will | sing aloud, ‘I kntvat love which He has towards me.”” This, then, is
my first head.

II. The second is—this text is A SUMMARY OF THE BELIERES TESTIMONY. Every Chris-
tian is to be a testifier. Everything that God heede, speaks of Him. One speaks of His power, anoth
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of His majesty. The rolling sea and the bespangks both tell of His power and of His strengthh©Ot
ers tell of His wisdom. Some tell of His goodneBst the saint has a peculiar testimony—he is t@ be
witness with heart and lips. All the other creasuspeak not with words. They may sing as they shine
but they cannot sing vocally. It is the believgrat in the great eternal chorus to lift up voioe heart

at once and as an intelligent, living, loving, l@ag witness, to testify to God! Now | think | caay, or
rather | will speak, for the thousands of Israghgeed here this morning—we can say our testimony t
a believing world and to poor despairing sinnesgust this—t¥We know and have believed the love that
God has towards us This is our testimony and we desire to tell itrgwehere as long as we live! And,
dying, we hope we shall be enabled to repeat h wiir last laboring breath! We will say, when lise
finished and eternity begins, “We have known angehHazelieved the love that God has towards us.”

Let me enlarge, however, upon this testimony. Antéhe presence of many who know nothing of
God, let me give an outline of the full testimorfyegery believer.

In the first place, we have known that God’s lovei$ isundeservedThis we can tell you with tears
in our eyes—

“There was nothing in us that could merit esteem,

Or give the Creator delight.

‘Twas even so, Father, we always must sing,

For so it seemed good in Your sight.”
Our astonishment increases every hour when we tifitks love to us, for there was nothing in usttha
could have caused it! Often have we asked ourséheequestion—

“Why was | made to hear Your voice

And enter while there’s room,

When thousands make a wretched choice,

And rather starve than come?”
And our only answer is—

“It was the same love that spread the feast,

That sweetly forced us in;

Else we had still refused to taste

And perished in our sin.”
You poor sinners, you think that there must be sbmeg in you before God can love you! Our testimo-
ny is that God has loved us; we are sure of thisve do not speak half-heartedly when we declate th
we are equally sure that there never was anytmngsiby nature that He could love! We may doubt a
great many doctrines, but we cannot doubt thiss ©&a matter of fact—that in us, that is, in dasii—
there dwells no good thing. We have known and Hmeleved that the love of God towards us is free,
sovereign, undeserved, and springs entirely froendverflowing love of His own heart, and is not
caused by anything in us!

Another thing we can bear testimony to is this—itihat love of God isinconquerableThis is my
witness and the witness of all the thousands hetayt We strove against God’s love at first—Jesus
knocked at the door, but we would not open to Hila.invited, but we would not come. He called, but
we would not listen. We can say with deepest gneftreated our best friend most shamefully. He
knocked at our door in the night with His hair wath dew and His locks filled with the drops of the
night, but we regarded Him not. In sloth and prige,still kept the bed of indolence and self-coafide
and we would not rise to let Him in. And we cantifgghat if His love could have been conquered, we
would have conquered it, for we shot out the enkesw shafts of ingratitude; we perpetually held up
against Him the shield of our hard-heartednessfafd could have been overcome—if He were not the
Almighty Savior—we would have defeated Him and &idlve been His enemies! Sinners, we can affirm
that divine love is a love which many waters carquench and which the floods cannot drown.

We can yet again bear another testimony to God@/s.|l@/e can say concerning His love that it has
never been diminished by all the sins we have egarmmitted since we believed! We have been verily
guilty and we blush to say it. We have often resw|tbut we have never found Him unwilling to for-
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give. We have gone to Him laden with guilt and ve&dncome away with our burden removed! Oh, if
God could ever cast away His people, He would ltase me away! | am sure God never turns His chil-
dren out of doors, or this had been my lot long!dgaom certain of the doctrine of final persevemanc
because | have persevered as long as | have. lintgaaht to take my name out of the covenant, He has
had mighty reasons enough long before this—

“If ever it should come to pass,

That sheep of Christ should fall away,

My fickle feeble soul, alas,

Would fall a thousand times a day!

Were not Your love as firm as free,

You soon would take it, Lord, from me.”
No, we have known, we have believed the love of @aas is not to be cut asunder by our sins, nor di
minished by our unworthiness!

And yet, another thing we may say. We have knowhwse have believed the love of God to us to
be perfectly immutable. We have changed, but Henkeasr changed. We have doubted Him. But when
we believed not, He has remained faithful. We rsomeetimes been in the greatest depths, but never to
low for His long arm to reach. We have sometimes, irue, run so far from Him that we could no¢ se
Him, but He could always see us. We have neverdamend to His all-sufficiency, or a limit to His
omnipotence. We have never found a change in MesHo

“Immutable His will,

Though dark may be my grave;

His loving heart is still

Unchangeably the same.

My soul through many changes goes

His love no variation knows.”
We have known this. We have tasted and handledWhesare not to be argued out of it. We are sure it
is true! God is immutable. Because He has been tainleito us, so far, “We have known and believed
the love that God has to us.”

| will make but one other remark here, and thawéscan bear our willing witness that the love of
God to us has been an unfailing support in all toafs. | cannot speak as a gray-headed man of the
storms and troubles which many of you have endiBatll have had more joys and more sorrows in the
last few years than any man in this place—for rfgy ias been compressed as with a Bramah press—a
vast mass of emotion into one year. | have gontbdovery bottoms of the mountains, as some of you
know—in a night that never can be erased from mgnorg—a night connected with this place. | have
had to pass also through severe suffering andftoal the reproach and scorn of man, with abuskedhai
pitilessly on my head. And | have had to pass thhosevere personal bodily pain. But as far as nty wi
ness goes, | can say that He is able to save hatottermost and in the last extremity; and Heliesen
a good God to me. | have been unfaithful. He hagien that and will forgive. But He has never been
unfaithful to me! And if | had the choosing of thest of my life, | would not choose, but let Him pna
my way to the end as He has done until now, foréugoodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life; I will dwell in the house of theotd forever.” As for you gray-headed men and women
now present, what tales you could tell'! You rementhe much deliverance you have had under your
sharp afflictions. You have seen a wife buried, ymu have seen your God living. You have seen your
children carried, one after another to the tomh,yow have been able to say, “The Lord gave and the
Lord has taken away and blessed be His name.” Ydoe had your dearest friends taken from you, but
still have said—

“How can | bereaved be

Since | cannot part with Thee?”
You have had attacks of Satan; you have had daumt$ears—you have been assailed by men, by earth
and by hell, but you can still say—
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“When trouble like a gloomy cloud
Has gathered thick and thundered loud;
He near my soul has always stood,
His loving-kindness, O how good!”
Your testimony is without a flaw! Not one good thihas failed of all that the Lord God has promised,;
He has never left you, never forsaken you! Andhis tlay you can say, glory be unto the name of an
unchanging God, the same yesterday, today andedrev
1. And now, the last point—the practical use of thieag truth of God. It is THE GROUND
WORK OF CHRISTIAN ENCOURAGEMENT. Will you just thinthat | am coming down out of the
pulpit now to you? | cannot perform much pastorsitation in going from house to house, and saet
do it wholesale this morning, and may the SpiriGaid make it a reality!
Dear brothers and sisters, there are some of yautbday who have been very much and very sore-
ly tried, for your path has been through fire anbtigh water. You are servants of God and in logkin
back, you can say that you have been helped upwo Just now your health and your spirits arerigili
you. You are brought very low, indeed. Permit younister to take hold of your hand and look you in
the face. My dear brother, will yawow dishonor your God? You say, “No, God forbid thahbuld dis-
honor Him.” My dear friend, you have now before yamuoble opportunity—an opportunity which an
angel might well envy! You have a noble opportumitynonoring God in the fire. I will not speak ligh
ly of your troubles. | will suppose them to be jastgreat as you say they are. But will you gloHiyn
in them all? Come, you have trusted Him many timest—you trust Him now? Perhaps Satan has a
commission from on high to try you and sift youhis sieve. He has been before God and your Lord has
said to him, “Have you considered my servant JoOb&fi,” says Satan, “he serves You now, but You
have set a hedge about him and blessed him; ld&tun®uch him.” And he has come down to you and
he has afflicted you in your estate; afflicted yowour family and at last he has afflicted youywmur
body! Shall Satan be the conqueror? Shall grace wiay? O, my dear brother, stand up now and say
once more, once and for all, “I tell you Satan, gh&ce of God is more than a match for you! Heith w
me and in all this | will not utter one word agditise Lord my God. He does all things well—well Bve
now—and | do rejoice in Him.”
The Lord is always pleased with His children whieeytcan stand up for Him when circumstances
seem to belie Him. Here come the witnesses intotcdbe devil says, “Soul, God has forgotten you! |
will bring in my witness.” First, he summons yowlds—a long bill of losses. “There,” he says, “wbul
God allow you to fall thus, if He loved you?” Theme brings in your children—either their death, or
their disobedience, or something worse and saysulivthe Lord allow these things to come upon you,
if He loved you?” At last, he brings in your poattering body and all your doubts and fears and the
hidings of Jehovah'’s face. “Ah,” says the devilp“gbu believe that God loves yoow?” Oh, it is no-
ble, if you are able to stand forth and say tdhabke withesses, “I hear what you have to saystet be
true, and every man and everything be a liar. ielgelnone of you! You all say God does not love me.
But He does and if the witnesses against His logeewnultiplied a hundredfold, yet | would still say
know whom | have believed.”—
“I know that safe with Him remains,
Protected by His power
What I've committed to His hands,
‘Till the decisive hour.”

He will bring me safe to heaven at last, unhurth®yway!

| have but one other use to make of my text. Ia luige assembly, composed of so great a multitude
of people, there is doubtless some who are sa$limgnnot think that God would have mercy on such a
sinner as | am.” “I cannot conceive,” says anotire, “though | know my guilt, | cannot conceivettha
the love of God can blot out such iniquity as mirfeermit me to take your hand and if mine is not
enough, | could take you around these galleriesdaeh here and | could give you hundreds of hands
and hundreds of lips who would speak, and say,n@&innever think that the love of God can be ex-
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ceeded, or destroyed by your sin, for | obtainedcyi& And round the gallery the sound would go if
this were a gospel chorus—"and I,” “and I,” “antidnd you might go up to the brother and say, “What
were you?” “| was a drunkard,” says one. “| wasagarer; | cursed God,” says another. “I loved the
boxing ring and the skittle ground,” says anotlewas a whoremonger, an adulterer, and yet God has
forgiven me.” And O, how sweetly would we all siimgchorus concerning the power of Christ to save,
for we have all in our measure felt its might!

Now, my dear friend, | take your hand and | sayeWave known and have believed the love that
God has to us,” and we are the very chief of smoerselves. Will you honor God by believing that H
is able to save you through the blood of Christ?ifFme Lord now enables you to honor Him in belie
ing, depend upon it, He has begun a good work in gad has set His heart upon you! Sinners, believe
that God is love! O trust Him who gave His Son te! dHe will deny you nothing—if you ask with
humble faith, you shall assuredly receive! Our @& is given. Reject it not, “We have known, weehav
believed the love that God has to us.”

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THEHOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THISSERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUSCHRIST.
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