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“The centurion answered and said, Lord, | am not woy that You should come under my roof:
but speak the word, only, and my servant shall lealed. For | am a man under authority,
having soldiers under me: and | say to this man, &md he goes; and to another,
Come, and he comes; and to my servant, Do this, hadloes it.”

Matthew 8:8, 9.

WITHOUT any introduction, as we have just been negud/atthew’s record of this notable miracle
of our Lord, | shall come at once to the text, didf of all, work out the incident, itseland then, sec-
ondly, make use of its lessons for our own practical pagsolhere is much to be learned from this nar-
rative for our guidance at the present time.

|. First, then, let me WORK OUT THE INCIDENT, ITSELF.

A centurion, the commander of the detachment of &offorces then placed at Capernaum, had a
servant exceedingly ill. He was paralyzed, or gasbut it was with that kind of paralysis whiclil st
leaves room for great pain. He was grievously toriee and yet palsied. This man of war was evidently
a good master, thoughtful of his servants, and wieheard that the great prophet, Jesus of Nazareth
had come to town, he made the best of his way to &hd beseeched Him to heal his servant. The cen-
turion did not ask Jesus to come down and heal huhthe Savior at once replied, “I will come and
heal him.” This was more than the centurion hadcedskhe had pleaded for the healing of his slave—
but he had not expected the personal presence gidhous Master!

You remember that on another occasion, a certdatentan went to Jesus and beseeched him, say-
ing, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” Jesub bt go down to the nobleman’s child, but He sent
His powerful Word and healed him.

In this case, it was a servant, not a child, whe waffering, and, as if the Savior would pay the
greater attention where the rank was lower, He glotive condescension of His spirit by saying is thi
instance, “I will come and heal him. I, Myself, ivdome and undertake the cure that you request of
Me.” See how the Savior grants more than we askagswhow very tender and considerate He is to the
poor and needy! He would not have them think thatddspises them, and, therefore, while tonire
bleman’sson a gracious word is sent, to the centurion'gese the Lord proffers a gracioussit: “I will
come and heal him.” Jesus is very tender and fuflity. He knows the soreness of human hearts in
poverty and sickness and He will not inflict upber any unnecessary wound. No, He will, as it were,
go out of His way by a superior gentleness to tiwalse are of the lowest rank, that He may show that
He is no respecter of persons after the mannereof m

Now, look what the centurion does. He had requetsted.ord to heal his servant. He is very grate-
ful for the kindness of the Savior in offering tongse and heal him, but he is a true gentleman, sailhe
not put the Savior to any personal inconvenience fé¢ls that it is not at all necessary that treaigr
Physician should take a journey to his house, ssalge to Him, “Lord, | am not worthy that You shadul
come under my roof; but speak the word, only, aydservant shall be healed.” The refining power of
faith upon the manners of men is very wonderfulh®o centurions were usually rough, bluff fellows
who cared for nobody. On many a hard-fought fiélelytreceived their training for future service and
they forced their way up from the ranks, not by petitive examinations, but by blows, cuffs, bruises
and wounds. Yet this officer, being a believer @suk Christ, is evidently softened—more or lesg civ
lized and cultivated by that very fact! You canigetit often that the roughest men, the least eedoaf
women, will have about them some of the most geanil sweetest traits of character when they come
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. So the ceotusays, “My Lord, glad enough would | be of atvisi
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from Your august Majesty, but | am not worthy tNatu should come under my roof, and it is not nec-
essary for You to do so. You can heal my servatt wisingle word. Therefore, | pray You, speak the
word, only, and my servant shall be healed.” this beautiful, thoughtful, gentlemanly feeling whil
cannot too highly recommend, which led him to spieathis way—and what he said is remarkably in-
structive!

Let me, then, work out the incident in detail.

Notice, first, thathe centurion drew a parallel between himself amel tord Jesus ChrisHe said,

“I am a man under authority, having soldiers unahe:,” or, as the Revised Version better renders it,
“For I, also, am a man under authority.” Some htasel to shift the meaning, here, and to teach ttiat
centurion meant to say, “I am under authority, aalgecondary officer, and yet | can do so-and-saL Y
are not under authority, but great and powerfutl, dnerefore, you can do much more.” But that is no
the sense at all! The centurion meant that he hiasself, a man under authority, not merely a pevat
individual, but a servant of Caesar! The uniforratthe wore marked him out as belonging to one @f th
legions of the Roman Empire! The insignia uponungorm denoted that he was a centurion, a com-
mander who derived his position and power fromgteat Emperor at Rome! He was “a man under au-
thority.”

It is not to our great Master’s dishonor, but qulie opposite, that this centurion meant to say, “I
recognize in You, also, a man under authority,”tfos blessed Christ of ours had come into the avorl
commissioned by God. He was not here merely ingdigate capacity, as the Son of David, or as the
Son of Mary, or even as the Son of God—He was agrthe One whom the Father had chosen, anoint-
ed, qualified andentto carry out a divine commission! This officer thgee about the person of Christ
the marks of His being commissioned by God. By someans, | know not how, he had arrived at this
very safe and true conclusion that Jesus Christagiag under the authority of the great God who
made heaven and earth! And he looked at Him, tberefunder that aspect—as duly authorized and
commissioned for His work.

Now go a step further. He who is commissioned tdope any work is als@rovided by the superi-
or authority with the power to carry out that work centurion, therefore, has soldiers under hinam
a man under authority, having soldiers under me—meénunder me for the carrying out of my com-
mands—because my commands are authorized by tleei@uauthority of Caesar.” So this man seems
to say to Christ, “I believe that You are providedh due assistance for the carrying out of all ple-
poses for which You have come into the world.Have an order to send,” he said, “l say to my s@fva
‘Go,” and he goes. If | want another to come, I,s&pme,” and he comes. If there is something to be
done, | summon one of the men under my authority lasay to him, ‘Do this,” and he does it.” He
seems to say to the Savior, “You, also, commissicared appointed of the great God, must have had
servants appointed to wait upon You. You are naot & a warfare at Your own charges. You are not
left to do this work alone. There must be, somewlaout, though | perceive them not, soldiers under
You, and servants under You who wait to do Youdhid.” You catch that idea, do you not? The paral-
lel is very clear and | do not wonder that the Sagreatly admired the man’s faith which had endble
him to perceive this great truth of God!

The centurion went, therefore, a step further m dnigument. “lI, a man duly commissioned, have
under me servants to carry out my will, ahdse servants of mine | keep well in hantbu know that
there are masters who have servants to whom they@a,” and they daot go, or to whom they say,
“Come,” and they danot come—at least, they do not come very quickly! Thayst say, “Come,” or,
“Go,” several times before the servants actuallycdme or go. And there are masters who may say,
“Do this,” and they may again say, “Do this,” amey may yet, again, say, “Do this,” but it is none!

But this centurion was a man who knew how to mamaga. He was a master, a real master—not in
name, only, but in fact. He did not, within his daim tolerate anything like delay. He said to Chris
say, ‘Go,” and they go, or, ‘Come,” and they comid€ did not allow anything like mutiny or the re-
sistance of his will. He had his whole householdvetl in hand that when he said to his servant, “Do
this,” he did it. This is the right kind of mast@nd servants, in the long run, like a master whbhei
obeyed. The centurion was a disciplinarian of guat, as kind as the sunlight, for he sought Clratl

for his sick servant, but also as true and firnst@®l, so that, what he said was to be done, whs to
done, and done at once!

He transfers that characteristic to the Saviordbes not, heannot do Christ the discredit of sup-
posing that He has not His household well in harftht-He has servants who dare to trifle with His
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commands—that there are agencies which have bilokse from beneath His rule and will go which-
ever way they please. “No,” he says, “Savior, cogsmined of the Father, You have Your soldiers and
Your servants, and | believe that You have themeursdich control and subject to such discipline that
You have but to speak, and the act You order idonto command, and it stands fast forever.usttr
that none of us would dishonor the Savior by qoestg the truth of this parallel which the centuarsn
thoughtfully drew.

Once more, the centurion went a little further anglied that, as Christ had the power to perform
the divine Will and had that power well in har believed He was willing to direct all that power
the one objective of healing his servanbelieve that many of you know that the Lorduke€hrist is
almighty. You do not doubt that fact, but the gimsts—Is He almighty to sawsou?You do not doubt
that, if the Savior wills it, He can make your #pwhole, but you ask—Will He will it? Will He turn
that power in our direction? It does not enter ith® centurion’s head that there will be any diffig in
his case. “No,” he seems to say, “King of kings,ngmotent Master and Lord, You can, at once, direct
an angel to fly to my servant, or You can bid tieedse quit my dwelling, or You can speak to theypa
and the palsy, itself, will b¥our servant and will fly away at once at Your commavridu have only to
put forth Your power upon my servant and he wilbate be healed.” | want you to believe, dear Beart
that our Lord Jesus Christ, no longer here in teehf but risen from the dead, is clothed with powe
equal to that which He had in the centurion’s ddg! that He is clothed with evegreater power, for
after His resurrection He said, “All power is givenMe in heaven and in earth.” And then | want you
to believe that He is prepared to turn all that eoim your direction so as to work fgrour deliverance
from spiritual deathyour rescue from the power of sipour help in the way of providencgour guid-
ance in the way of wisdom, or whatever, out of ttewmusand things, may happen to be the need of this
present moment! Oh, that He, who gave such faitthigsto the centurion at Capernaum, would give
like precious faith to many of you, that you, als@y glorify and bless His holy name!

Now observe that there was only one further thimgctv was on this centurion’s mind, and that was
this. He looked upon Christ as a Master over atigiof powers, powers sufficient for all His puress
He looked at Him as having them all well in hanal tlsat He could have His own bidding done in a
moment, andhe was anxious to keep his own pla¢eu ask me how | know this. | am sure it was so
because, when the Savior was willing to come dawmig house, he shrank from having such an honor
conferred upon him! He seemed to feel that he veaisgbput into a wrong position. He was, himself,
only a servant, and he felt that, in the particalaaracter which he was then bearing, he was ndghwo
that his master should come under his roof. Soaltk $Speak the word only, and my servant shall be
healed.”

| think that this is the principal thing you andhave to do. When we think about our Lord Jesus
Christ, we need not worry ourselves about how He effiect His purposes—how the decrees of God
will be carried out, or how His promises will bdfiled. The principal thing we have to do is thise—
be, ourselves, the Lord’s servants. And when Hs sayny of us, “Go,” to mind that we go, and when
He says, “Come,” to see that we come, and whenays, SDo this,” to be sure that we do it! You
would rule the seas? You had better gderself You would purge the Church? You had better see to
that your own heart is purged! You would reform terld? Out with you! What havgouto do with
reforming the world till you have first washed yawn hands in innocence? Get to your right plack an
do your own work and it shall be well with you. Wlaae you, after all, but as a tiny worker on #dit
anthill? You have your one grain of wheat to caangl that is enough for you—do not worry yourself
about all the concerns of the anthill! If you do,least do not fret yourself about the whole plamet
which you live, still less about the complete sagstem, for what can you do with it if you worrgyy
poor antship even unto death? No, but do youe lgtiare of work upon your own anthill! Carry your
own grain of wheat to the general store so youl $laale answered the purpose of your being andit sh
be well with you. May God, even our Lord Jesus §&hugive us the grace to set Him up very high as
Lord and Master, full of power, wisdom and love—adhdn to set ourselves down very low and to ask
that, as His servants, we may serve Him faithfallghe days of our life!

Thus | have, as best | could, worked out the ingidiéself.

Il. Now, secondly, | want to MAKE USE OF ITS LESSONSHFOUR OWN PRACTICAL PUR-
POSES.

First, then, dear friends, it seems to me thatlittie narrative should be used to urge ubétieve in
the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, even if He dm¢speedily come in the glory of the second adven
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| am frequently talking with Christian friends alhdbiese evil days in which we live and of the misth

of the times in which our lot is cast. Certainlyisi not a very cheering subject, and generallpd that
friends wind up with some such remark as this: ‘Witle comfort is that the Lord Jesus Christ will
come very soon. The defections in the professingath the blasphemies of the world—are they not
among the special tokens that the end is hastemfgWhen our Lord comes, then all these difficult
problems will be solved and all that grieves ud wiime to an end.” Yes, yes, all that | fully beke
and | look upon the second glorious advent of candLJesus Christ as the brightest hope of His Ghurc
But, still, do you not think that a more practiead a moré&od-honoring faithwould say, without put-
ting aside the blessed hope of the second advést,the Lord Jesus Christ can deal with the present
evils of the Church and of the world without aclya@oming into our midst.” He can say a word while
yet remaining in the highest heavens and the splsmaf the sacred worship of the New Jerusalem! He
can speak a word, there, and so effect His purpese Does not that truth of God seem to flow natural-
ly out of the faith of this centurion? Our blesdexd, there is no need that You should, at present

the heavens, and, in majesty, come down! There iseed that You should literally touch the hillglan
make them smoke, and that the glory of Your diypresence should consume Your adversaries! If it so
pleases You, You can do Your bidding where You aighout disturbing this dispensation, without
even working a miracle, allowing things to takeithesual course and yet accomplishing Your supreme
purposes!

Beloved, | want you to exercise this faith contilhua¥ou are, perhaps, in a little church, and when
that goes to the bad, you say, “Oh, well, we camnake it better! We must wait till the Lord comes.”
Not a bit of it! Begin to stir up His strength nofey He can workbeforethat second advent, and work
right gloriously, too! You turn over the newspapand you say, “I am weary and well near sick unto
death of all this evil.” Yes, and so am |, but wtien? “Oh,” you answer, “we had better go upstairs
bed and wait till the Lord comes.” Not at all' Lie$ go and sharpen our swords and attack the enemies
of our Lord more earnestly than ever! We will yaive another battle or two before He comes! Who
knows how long He may tarry? But, whether He tarone whether He comes soon, let us not be at all
disquieted, as though His power could not be spant &rom His second advent! The power is given to
Him in heaven and in earth. Evaonw the name of Jesus is “high over all.” Henmw the great attrac-
tion to men, the great destroyer of Satan! Letatsbegin, then, to think little of our absent Larqgire-
sent power, and to hang all our hopes upon Hislifgresence among us! | say, again, that | andeot
preciating that glorious coming of His—God forbidat | should do so! It is still our grandest hoBett
let us not put it out of its place so as to makeauall despondent or distrustful about what osemi
Lord is able to do for us even now! He can still ‘@aceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think.”

| want you, next, dear friend$p believe in the Lord Jesus Christ's unseen sdsvarou look
around, or you look abroad and try to find men whall proclaim the gospel vigorously during thetnex
20 years—and you say you cannot perceive themnbdiodo I. Now think a moment—when this centu-
rion saw Jesus of Nazareth standing in the middflisfdisciples, what did he see? He saw a lowly-
looking man—in appearance very much like other nimn, certainly not attended by any court, or
guarded by any soldiers! Yet he believed, conceriiis man, that He was surrounded by invisible
bands who, in a moment, would do His bidding! | wgou to think thus of your Lord. At this day, the
Christ of God on earth is attended by all the seisvéhat He needs for His great cause. The scodters
“Ah, the old truth is dying out! Where can theydimen of mind to preach it?” But our eyes, enlight-
ened byfaith, can see a great multitude who shall publish #mesold truth of God until Christ shall
come! The mountain is full of horses and charidtfire round about Elisha—there shall yet be found
myriads of burning spirits to proclaim the gospklesus Christ until He comes again! | like thati-co

let—
P “Remember that Omnipotence

Has servants everywhere.”

You cannot see them, but they are waiting for theird’s orders, andHe can see them! He knows
where He has put them and when He will call therHitaself and bid them do His work! Therefore, let
us not be in the least disheartened or discourbgeduse of what we see, or what wendbsee. Let us
rely upon the invisible—let usxpectthe unexpected! Yesnheantto say, let ugxpectthe unexpected.
That which we cannot dream of as possible or prehadét us, nevertheless, believe shall be dorre, fo
God must be true, Christ cannot be defeated, Galvewer will and never can become, in any measure,
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a defeat! The death of Jesus Christ, the Son of, @Gut accomplish the purposes for which it was
worked out. Let us rest assured, then, that HHmservants waiting to do His bidding.

Now apply this subject a little more closely. | tvihat some poor soul would even nbalieve that
the Lord Jesus Christ could save him at once wittingle word | know you are apt to think that the
conversion of men must be worked in some very @agr and special way. Pictorial and descriptive
accounts of striking conversions have been repestaten that many people get the idea thastes-
ery is necessary to the effect! But | want you to @such ideas away from your thoughts. If you reed
ed any scenery, it is here before your eyes, butdgmnot need it. Otherwise, for a preacher todstan
this dense heat in the midst of 6,000 immortal sS@aikcenery enough for anyone who needs something
striking! And if the Lord shall come to you andarmoment save you, there will be quite enough ef th
special and the particular in the mere fact that gce the subject of the Lord’s mighty working! But
want you to believe that this work of divine grageon the soul has not to do with any particularpos
tion in which a man is found. The Lord Jesus Chu#st save a man when he is in bed, when he is put-
ting on his clothes, when he is walking the stredten he is at his business, or when he is notsat h
business, but indulging in sin! | could give mangtances to show that there is nothing neededein th
way of peculiarity of position in order for Christ save.

When you are at home, you say to your servant, yMgo to such and such a place,” and Mary
goes. Or you say, “Sarah, come here,” and Saralesolinthere is anything to be done, you say, “Jane
do this,” and she does it. Yet you do not put ageaph in the newspaper saying, “Here, on the secon
day of October, 1887, Jane So-and-So made a dga &br her mistress.” It is such a usual and @gin
thing in context with the duties of the househdaddit not? Very well, just so is the work of consien
in context with the Church of Christ! Jesus, Hirfiskas but to speak the word and the great work is
straightway done! The surroundings of the sinnemdbomatter at all to Him. He can now, under the
present circumstances in which you are, come toaymlpluck you out of death into life—out of dark-
ness into light! Out of all your wanderings He daimg you home at once. If you truly believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ, you are born of God. If you natathis very moment, trust Christ with your soudu
have passed from death unto life! If, at this instgou will have done with every other hope anst ju
come and rest yourself upon the finished work afugeChrist, the Savior, you, John, Thomas, Mary,
Jane, Sarah—whoever you may be—you are saved!it pua very homely way just now, intentional-
ly, for I want to bring it down to this point—thgtjst as the centurion said, “I have only to saynyp
servant, ‘Do this,” and he does it,” so has Choislly to speak the effectual word of His grace, #ral
devil will fly, sin will be removed, grace will bmfused and the soul will be saved! Oh, what a yerc
this is!

To you who are the people of God | would apply gubject in this way. If it is as | have said con-
cerning the sinner, that he must trust in Christeifis to be saved, it is also true that you shbelcve
for your servants, your friends and your acquaimts Your children are still unconverted—have you
ever prayed for them, believing in the power oudeShrist to convert them? One said, the other afay,
a certain person, “It seems no use praying for sufdllow as that.” Of course it is no use to psagh
prayers agou would be likely to present if you talk like thatWhen you have given a person up, and
you have no further hope concerning him, whiayer canyou offer for him? | want you, my brother,
my sister, to believe, concerning your child, yboother, your friend, your unconverted neighbost ju
as this centurion believed concerning his sick @atrthat Jesus had but to speak the word anddks si
servant would be healed! “Oh, but the doctor sags this is a case of paralysis! He says that Hie wi
never get over it. It is impossible for him to heed—the disease is complicated in such a peocwbar
that we must give up all hope.” Ah, but this certnrdoes not look at thgatient! He looks at théhy-
sician! And he says, and says rightly, “Jesus can asydasdlilthis disease depart as | can bid my servant
go when | wish him to start upon an errand.” Thidt of the sinner, or of the greatness of his Isut,
think of the greatness of the Savior! | am suré thae preached with more faith in Christ, we waul
see more results. Perhaps you do not see convelisigour work because you keep looking to the peo-
ple—looking to the sinners—Ilooking to the hardnefstheir hearts. What has all that to do with Ct'sis
power to save? If this man, in addition to beingapazed, could have had fever, leprosy, dropsyalhd
other diseases at once, it would not have matterdéde least to the great Physician, for when Ghris
comes on the scene, if you have one impossibiieycan meet it, and if you have 50 impossibilitids,
can meet them all just as easily! Granted an altyi§avior, what room is there for doubt as to wHat
can do?
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| wish | could drive this truth of God home intonse who have been praying for others, but who
have never prayed the prayerfaith. It is the prayer ofaith that saves the sick! It is the prayer of faith
that saves the sinful! It is the prayer of faithttmakes everything of Christ and takes Him atrigjist
valuation as being a Master of every situation!tTihavhat you should do—make Jesus Christ Master
of the situation and plead with Him in that capgcind you shall not plead in vain, and your chyalr
friend, your servant shall yet be saved.

Let the practical close of this evening’s meditatime that webelieve in Jesus a great deal more
than we have ever believed befollewe have believed in Jesus, let us have stdrenconfidence in
Him. | think it is a sad pity when a man preachesdospel with a doubt at the back of his throatatVv
good can come of his preaching? They sometimegehas with dogmatism. We would bere dog-
matic if we could be, for we speak what we know, andifiesvhat we have seen! And if men receive
not our witness, we cannot help that. We cannohgdaur witness because men do not care to receive
it! Go forth, minister of God, and preach the gdsgseacertainty—and you shalproveit to be a cer-
tainty! If you preach it as a something whictay or may nobe true, it will paralyze you—and it will
not profit your hearers! In the name of Jesus ChlufisNazareth, | claim from every man to whom |
preach that he should believe in Him, accept Heagsalvation, and bow before Him! If you do sarde
friends, you shall be saved! But if you will nat,is not left as a matter of choice with you—therd.o
Jesus has, Himself, declared, “He that believeshall be damned.” He will not allow us to triflatlv
Him! He is a sovereign, He is the King of kingsddrord of lords and He calls upon us to kiss Het fe
bow down before Him and acknowledge Him as our laord God!

Our chief business just now is not so much to tlahkvhat Christ can do in the great battle of the
present, or what He will do in the dread conflittle future, but of whatve have to do, and | think that
what we have to do ® so believe in Christ as to be His obedient setwdf He says, “Go,” let us go!

If He says, “Come unto Me, all you that labor amel leavy laden,” let us come unto Him! If He says
concerning any service, “Do this,” let us do it!dAif, instead of bidding us do anything, He bidsbes
lieve Him, let us come and believe Him—for this will bar wisdom, this will be our happiness, this
will be our heaven—to be the obedient servantsiof Who must be Ruler over all! God has decreed
that this shall be His glory—He set Him on His thecexpecting till His foes be made His footstobl. |
you choose to be His enemies, you shall choose ybtr own destruction! But if you will come and
bow before Him and be His servants, you shall fimak heaven and earth are waiting at His back to
bless you—and you shall go from strength to stiebgheath His loving and unfailing care!

The Lord bless you, dear friends, for Jesus’ sakeén.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
MATTHEW 8:1-27.

Verses 1, 2When He was come down from the mountain, greaitodds followed Him. And, be-
hold, there came a leper and worshipped Him.

Great multitudes often count for nothing—it is, der there,one who is the notable individual.
There may be a great company come up outwardlyotghip, but it is the soul that comes into contact
with Christ that is the most worthy of observatidhere is no, “Behold!” when the great multitudes a
mentioned by Matthew. But there is a, “Behold!” dxef the record of the leper coming to Christ: “Be-
hold, there came a leper and worshipped Him.” Iseallibe of the leper's mind! Let us worship CHrist
Surely we may do so, if only out of gratitude f@ving escaped from so dire a disease, but, inasmuch
as, spiritually, by nature that disease is uponweshave good reason to come to Jesus as the “leper
came and worshipped Him"—

2, 3.Saying, Lord, if You will, You can make me cleamd 8esus put forth His hand, and touched
him, saying, | will; be you clean. And immediately leprosy was cleansed.

Come, then, to Christ, even though your faith isyyvacomplete! There may be, as there was with
the leper, an, “if,” about it, and an, “if,” aboatvery vital point, namely, concerning the Mastevil-
ingness, but He will shut His eyes to that impedréecand only look at that part of your faith whih
acceptable to Him, that is, your faith in Hiswer “You can make me clean,” said the leper, and sEhri
dealt with him upon the terms of that, “You can.fidAas to the, “If You will,” He blotted that out by
saying, “l will; be you clean.” So, sinner, comeJ&sus, even though the doubting phrase, “If Ydl'wi
shall still linger on your lips. If the leprosy shahow itself even there, in your unbelief as toriSt's
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willingness to cleanse you, yet come to Him andwilesay to You, “I will; be you clean,” and it sha
be with you as it was with the leper: “immediathlg leprosy was cleansed.”

4. And Jesus said unto him, See you tell no man.

He will never say that to you or to me, but while t¥as here on earth, our Lord was very modest
and retiring. He wished to conceal Himself as masipossible. He did not strive, nor cry, nor catise
voice to be heard in the streets. He sets us amm@raof what true power is, for true power does not
flaunt itself before the eyes of men, or advertiself at every corner of the street—it longs rattee
conceal itself, being well aware that it will haak the publicity that is necessary—for such wolder
cannot be hid.

4. But go your way, show yourself to the priest, afidrahe gift that Moses commanded, for a tes-
timony unto them.

The man was to make his cleansing known in thd kegg. Our Lord Jesus Christ was very scrupu-
lous to observe the law while it still stood, and,lso, should take care not to observe that caresia
ism which has passed away, but diligently to kdegt which still is of divine authority and of prese
force.

5. And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, thene cato Him a centurion.

There came, doubtless, a great number of people dtsus entered into Capernaum, but Matthew
does not mention them. Yet he does say, “There earteeHim a centurion.” Notice how thesalivid-
uals are brought out by the Scriptural narrative: “pelé: “a centurion.” May there not also be some
here who will come to Jesus and prove in their @ersons, or in the persons of others for whom they
shall pray, His power to bless and save? The Loadtgt!

5-8. Beseeching Him, and saying, Lord, my servant liesoane sick of the palsy, grievously tor-
mented. And Jesus said unto him, | will come arad hien. The centurion answered and said, Lord, |
am not worthy that You should come under my roof.

What a blessed thing it is to have that sense wiouhiness! Some are very flippant in the expres-
sion of their piety. After they have heard half-@dn sermons, they attain to perfect holiness!shwi
that they were half as deeglymbledand knew half as much of themselves as this centdlid! “Lord,
| am not worthy.” That is a good lesson for anyéméearn. Still, when we can say, “Lord, we are not
worthy,” do not let us, therefore, think that Chrigay not come to us. Let us ask Him to come wieatev
we may be, for our lack of worthiness must nottstinlimit the condescension of our Divine Master.
However, in this case, albeit that the centurioensad almost to decline the privilege of having €thri
come under his roof, yet he gave to Jesus highrhopbelieving in the power of His word even with-
out His presence

8, 9.But speak the word only, and my servant shall ladelde For | am a man under authority.

He was, therefore, only a subordinate officer,Hemwas subject to his superiors.

9. Having soldiers under me: and | say to this man, &ul he goes; and to another, Come, and he
comes; and to my servant, Do this, and he does it.

He left the Savior to infer what he meant, namtigt Christ, who acted under the authority of God,
could readily speak to palsies and fevers, ands#élyem, “Go,” and they would go just as quicklyaas
soldier would obey his officer's command. Brothgosu are a Christian, and you have known the Lord
for 20 years—have you as much faith as this Roneaucion had? Do you believe that your Master’'s
word can remove sickness, that He can clear diffeg) that He can supply needs, that He can break
bonds, that He can send, by whichever angel orgachooses, whatever blessing He pleases? Oh, that
we did all believe as truly as this man did!

10-12.When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to tiwmfollowed, Verily | say unto you, |
have not found so great faith, no, not in IsragldA say unto you, That many shall come from tist ea
and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and ¢saand Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But the
children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outarkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.

Some of the rank outsiders shall be brought inidly mercy, while others, piously trained, nursed at
the very gates of the Church, shall, neverthefessack of faith in Christ, be utterly cast away!

13. And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go your way; aagou have believed, so be it done unto
you. And his servant was healed in the same hour.

Oh, pray for your friends, pray for your childrgray for your servants! And if you have faith like
that of the centurion, according to your faithséall it be done unto you!
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14, 15.And when Jesus was come into Peter’s house, Hénisamife’'s mother lying sick of a fever.
And He touched her hand, and the fever left hed stme arose, and ministered unto them.

Peter had a wife, you see. Romanists say that Betlveafirst “pope”; therefore the first pope had a
wife, and, mark you, if other popes had had wivlkesre would not have been any declaration of “infal
libility,” for there is no man who will believe hiself to be infallible if he has someone near enaiagh
remind him that he is not! But one evil usually gedth another—so it is recorded here that Petdreha
wife as a kind of incidental rebuke of the sin ofrpulsory celibacy that was yet to be committed by
priests and “popes”!

16. When the evening was come, they brought unto Hiny rieat were possessed with devils: and
He cast out the spirits with His word, and healddlaat were sick.

Was not that centurion a kind of prophet? He hadorg spoken about Christ's command over this
man, and that before Christ had an opportunityuttiiy His words to the test, Jesus cast out deanld
cast out sicknesses—

17.That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by d&sathe prophet, saying, Himself took our infir-
mities, and bore our sicknesses.

That is an amazing quotation and it teaches usGhatt has power to heal because He “Himself
took our infirmities, and bore our sicknesses.” Anot to understand, from the context, here, teaud
Christ’'s power is to be seen in His suffering, iis Humiliation and especially in His wounds andHis
death? He would have had no power to meet our mneslaidHe had not, Himself been compassed with
infirmities for our sake! O blessed Master, Youcteas where power lies—not in grandeur, but in-self
sacrifice! Not in personal glory, but in personahtiliation!

18-24.Now when Jesus saw great multitudes about Him, d&¥e gommandment to depart unto the
other side. And a certain scribe came and said utita, Master, | will follow You wherever You go.
And Jesus said unto him, The foxes have holesthendirds of the air have nests; but the Son of man
has not where to lay His head. And another of Hégidles said unto Him, Lord, allow me first to go
and bury my father. But Jesus said unto him, Foldey and let the dead bury their dead. And when He
was entered into a ship, His disciples followed Hind, behold, there arose a great tempest in ¢lae s

We may go where Christ goes and yet we may getdatmer! Never judge the rightness of your
path by the providence which attends it. You mayehsafe sailing to thport of destructiorand you
may have a rough voyage when you are bound fordm&When He was entered into a ship, His disci-
ples followed Him. And, behold, there arose a gteaipest in the sea™—

24.Insomuch that the ship was covered with the wawatsHe was asleep.

Weary with His toil, He lay down to rest. There wiéis humanityserenely confident, and, therefore,
sleeping through the storm! There was the gloriigfinnocence: “He was asleep.” And there was also
the majesty of His deity, only waiting for the mamhevhen He should arise and still the tumult of the
winds and waves.

25-27.And His disciples came to Him, and awoke Him, sgyirord, save us: we perish! And He
said to them, Why are you fearful, O you of litdgh? Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the
sea; and there was a great calm. But the men meglyalaying, What manner of man is this, that even
the winds and the sea obey Him?

Glory be to His blessed name! Amen.
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