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KEPT FROM INIQUITY
NO. 2432

A SERMON
INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S DAY MORNING, SEPTEMB ER 29, 1895.
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON THURSDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 22, 1887.

“I kept myself from my iniquity.”
Psalm 18:23.

In our reading we had a very wonderful descriptwbriGod’s delivering mercy towards His servant
David. He was very peculiarly tried in the court@diul. He deserved so much of the king that it was
doubly difficult for David to be treated so badlye had been the deliverer of his country when baw sl
Goliath, yet he was hunted as if he had been thesgst of malefactors. He had to flee for hislike a
partridge upon the mountains; and all the while,doabt; Saul and his partisans accused him of all
manner of evil. There was scarcely any bad thinglvthey didnot attribute to David! But he was up-
right before God and he dared to challenge thestiyation of the Most High, for he was sincere and
true to the core. He proved by his conduct thawhe so, for when Saul was in his hands, on two memo
rable occasions when he might readily have takerlifiei, he refused to do so. He would not put forth
his hand against the Lord’s anointed and, in ggeate, in his own good time, God was pleased to de-
liver His servant. If men blow out the candle o€hristian’s reputation, God will light it again! He
does not do so in this life, remember that at @seimrection there will be a resurrection of repatet as
well as of bodies: “Then shall the righteous sHorgh as the sun in the kingdom of their Fathet i5)
after all, of very small account what is said bynmeénose breath is in their nostrils. “They say. &
they say? Let them say.” Let them say till theyddone saying—it little matters what they say! Yet,

a sensitive spirit, like that of David, the tongse very sharp instrument—it cuts like a razor pisitc-

es, even, to the bones. He felt, therefore, thedslaof many, and was sometimes greatly troubled. by
However, God was pleased to work a very marvelalwatance for him. It seemed as if the Lord
would sooner shake the earth to atoms and crushrdies of heaven than fail to deliver His servant!
He will still do so, depend upon it! “He shall neseiffer the righteous to be moved.”

David attributes his providential deliverance te thercy of God by which he had been kept clear in
his conduct. “I kept myself from my iniquity.” Whater you do, if you do right, God will see you
through, but, whoever you may be, if you turn agmerooked ways, you will soon fall into a bog. If
you try to carve for yourself, you will probablytcypur fingers. He who thinks that he can do bdtter
suppressing truth, or by speaking lies, or by gctiantrary to the dictates of his conscience viitl f
that he has made a great mistake. Trust so in Gad kold to your integrity. “Let your eyes looki
on and let your eyelids look straight before yoRdnder the path of your feet and God will bring you
through as surely as He is alive, which is sayinglmmore than if | said as surelyyasu are alive, for,
as the Lord lives, before whom we stand, He will foosake the righteous, nor cast off them thateser
Him faithfully!

This is the passage we have to consider, “I keetyrom my iniquity.” Here is, firsta personal
danger “my iniquity.” And, secondly, here ia special guard: T kept myself.” And then, thirdly, here
is a happy resultDavid could say, as he looked back upon his fifkept myself from my iniquity.”
There was no boasting in this declaration, butis&hemies accused him falsely, like an honest iman,
defended himself, for he was truthfully able to,s&kept myself from my iniquity.”
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I. Well now, here is, first, A PERSONAL DANGER: “myiquity.”

This is a dreadful possession to have in the holisean had better have a cage of cobras than have
an iniquity, yet we have, each of us, to deal ahéaevith some special form of sin. It is said thwedre is
a skeleton in every closet. | do not know whethet ts true, but | do know that there is somethiagy
much allied to a skeleton, that is, the body o @heath with which we all have to deal—and it takes
special shape in each good man. There is someuylartsin which he may call “my iniquity.” Not only
is there the general iniquity which affects the leh@ce, but each man has his own particular fdrin o
“All we like sheep have gone astraye have turned, everyone, to his own Wayere is a general sin,
but there is a particularity in it, too—each mais h&s own way of sinning, so that he can speakof “
iniquity.”

Let us think of the particular form of iniquity vitwhich some of us have to do. It takes its spggial
perhapsfrom our natural constitutionHe who judges all men alike does them an injasfihere are
some who have but little tendency to a particutemf of evil, but they have a very great inclination
wards some other sin. Some are sanguine—they gectxg great things and they fall into the sin of
expecting to drink sweet waters from the cisterfithis world. There are some of quite another tempe
ament who are inclined to despondency, perhapsigpidon—they may fall into mistrust, or various
forms of unbelief and even into despair which Ww#l very grievous to the God who is always gracious.
There are some men who, from their very parentageinclined to drunkenness or to unchastity. There
are others, favored by God with a godly ancestho wf they were left to themselves, would not @ob
bly fall into either of these forms of sin, yet yhight be proud of their own integrity and proudtweir
own uprightness—and is not pride as great a sithh@se more open transgressions? Depend on it, my
dear friend, you have some tendency, peculiar tosgf, and there is a special point where you lie
open to the attacks of temptation! Happy will than be who so knows himself that he sets a double
watch against that postern gate through which tvergary is apt to creep in the dark. Peculiar titors
tions may lead to special forms of sin and it belesathe godly man to keep himself from his own-niq
uity!

Our tendency is to decry the particular form ofthiat we find in others. We hold up our hands as if
we were quite shocked. Better look in the mirrarttook out the window! Looking out of the window
you see one for whom you are not responsible,dakihg in the mirror, you see one of whom you must
give account to God—and you will do well to ask Godkeep that one! You will, likely enough, within
a day’s march, not see a much worse man than ffeym) know him well. | remember Mr. Berridge’s
guaint joke. He had, hanging round his room, thergibs of many ministers and he would say to his
friend, “Here is Whitefield, here is Wesley, heseSo-and-So.” And then, leading his visitor to arani
he would say, “Here is the devil.” Yes, he is sorhere about there where you are looking. If you look
long enough, you may detect some of his handiwatlany rate, for there is something of his work
about us all! Sin, therefore, may be something |ecto constitution.

But any man may also know that “my iniquity” may éegendered by educatioHow impressible
we are in childhood! We bear the print of our moth&ngers when we are 50 years of age and ibts n
gone from us even when we are old and gray-heddedgs that were done at our father's home are
likely to be done in our own home. Things that \&essthings that we heard when we were very young
may abide with us and help to shape our whole NMay God help us so to look back upon our early
training as to discover the defects of it and, laging the sin upon others, which would be a wicked
perversion of the truth, yet let us remember tlsatva lived in a sinful generation, we have acquired
some taint from it and we have need to watch agaires sins which were taught us when we were
young, especially any of you who have been restiyedrace out of homes of drunkenness and de-
bauchery! | bless the Lord that there are many hdr@ have been brought by Sovereign grace out of
very dens of iniquity! There are some here who soefar as they are aware, the only ones of ait the
household who know the Lord—and when they go hameht, it will be a great pain to them as they
cross the threshold, to think how very differerg¢ s#tmosphere will be from that in the house of gray
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where they have worshipped. Well, my dear brothesigier, we sympathize with you in your trial and
pray the Lord that you may carefully watch and @t may be kept from your iniquity.

No doubt there are certain forms of iniquity whigntow out of our particular conditionThe young
man has his iniquity—it is not the iniquity of thged. The young man is tempted to sinful pleashee,
old man to covetousness. Each period of life mewn special snare. Pray, | beseech you, young peo
ple, middle-aged people, and old people—pray thel tloat you may be kept from the peculiar iniquity
of that part of life through which you are goingé M/ho leaves the shores of England for Australig ma
ask the guardian care of God while yet the whitiscbf Albion have scarcely melted from his view!
Let him ask God'’s blessing as he passes throughitiéle passage of the Suez Canal. And let him not
forget to pray when the captain tells him that with few days he will come in sight of the southern
shore. No, all along, we need God’s grace!

It is so with our condition of life as to our outslacircumstances. The rich man has his temptations.
Few know how great they are, or they would not beager after riches. It is as hard for a rich tman
enter the kingdom of heaven as for a camel to gautih the eye of a needle! It is a natural impaksib
ity, for so many difficulties surround the posseasof riches. But with God all things are possibfet
the poor man will not find that he has a much latgade to go through—his straitened circumstances
will not materially help him. Agur did well to prayGive me neither poverty nor riches.” There aee p
culiar trials in each condition and even the middky between the two is not without its own special
temptations so that, whether you have much oeliftkay God that you may keep yourself from your
iniquity.

There are iniquities which come through prospetityave never yet prayed to God to preserve me
in going up in a balloon, for | have never had awsa of entering one, but whenever you prosper very
greatly, and especially when you prosper very dujgkou are much like a man going up in a balldén.
people knew the danger, they would send in praygetise Monday night prayer meeting, asking that the
Lord would have mercy upon the man who is greatbspering, for there are very peculiar trials sur-
rounding that condition! Oh, that men might be kiepin that cleaving to the world and letting thesSa
ior go which so often follows upon great succed#ah

But equally must he pray who is in adversity. Ot ills of adversity! The worst ill of all is thert-
dency to doubt God and to put forth your hand umitguity in order to remove the heavy load. Prag th
Lord, you who are losing everything that He willekeyou from your iniquity! You need not pray, like
Pharaoh, “Take away the frogs,” but pray like Davichke away my iniquity.” That is the prayer okth
true child of God!

| may be speaking to some who have great talensdl, Wu have need to pray, “Lord, keep me
from my iniquity,” for great talent is a very damgas thing for a man to possess, a charge whictisnee
great grace. And, if you have but one talent, yoiguity may be to wrap it in a napkin and hidenithe
earth. There is a temptation in the one talentelsas in the five! Therefore, pray the Lord to gg®u
from that iniquity which is often the accompanimehthe particular condition in which you are found

Brothers, there are some of you who have needay this prayer in reference to your calling. | do
not think that any calling is free from temptatidmt there are some positions in which the temgmtas
very terrible. | need not go into those which surmd many of you in trade, when everybody seems to,
“cut the thing fine,” as they say, and to cut theh much finer than anything else—and say a great deal
that is not true under the notion that, somehowtber, it will help business. If there are customs
your trade which all others follow and which youoknto be wrong, do not adopt them! Say, “Lord,
keep me from my iniquity.” You need not begin ty,sa&hose grocers, those milk-dealers, those publi-
cans all have their iniquities.” Think abordur own—guite enough iniquities may crowd ingour shop
without your thinking about the shops of other deopray the Lord that you may be kept from your
iniquity.

And, O beloved, what iniquities there are whichreund us all in daily life! Into what company can
you go without being tempted? In this city, at gresent time, the position of a Christian is verycin
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like that of Lot in Sodom. | speak what | know! d dot exaggerate the conditions which surround the
lives of some Christian working men and women wieret able to let their children go into our stsee
by reason of the filthiness of the language thay thrould hear. Even round about this house of prgye

a very cauldron of iniquity, so that many say, “@&not live there and we do not know where to tove
keep our children out of the temptations which rsmsround them.” | say not that one age is worse tha
another, but | do say that the peculiar trialsoafaty should make Christians walk very near to Gud] a
instead of loosening and relaxing the lines ofr@ligious profession, let us tighten them as muhva
can and seek to be thoroughly Nonconformist, nafaming to the world, to be out and out Dissenters
dissenting from the ways of this ungodly generdtion

Still, to help you to find out your iniquity, | wimake one or two more remarks. It is likely tothat
iniquity which you have most often fallen into ouy previous life What has been your toughest strug-
gle? Against quickness of temper? Then, that is yoquity. Doubt and mistrust? That is your inityui
Has it been covetousness? Has it been slownessgiod any who have offended you? Has it been gos
siping and mixing untruth with your talk? That iswy iniquity. Whatever it is which, up to now, has
stained your life; that is probably the thing whiefll stain it again unless you watch and call e t
power of the Holy Spirit for your protection! Thain which you find yourself readily committing,
which you drift into without any effort, yes, whigtou drift into when you are making a great many ef
fortsnotto do it—that is your iniquity! That which you hawveturned to after having smarted for it. That
which you have vowed you would never be guilty gaia and which yet has, in a moment, like the
bursting forth of some hidden spring of water, iearyou away with a rush—that is your iniquity! Oh,
how can you keep yourself from it unless God skedlp you? Cry unto the Most High to enable you to
keep yourself from your iniquity! That is your iniy which has overtaken you even after you have
prayed against it and labored against it—that yauehconcluded that surely you will never do it
again—and yet you have done it.

Let me tell you one thing morethat which you do not like to hear condemnigdit which you do
not like the preacher to mention, that which makas wriggle in your seat and feel, “I wish he would
not say that, he is coming too closely home”—tlsayour iniquity! And if you can not bear that you
wife should speak to you about it, or that yourtbeo or your sister should give you a friendly waoifd
advice concerning it—that which you are most |dathear, probably has to do with your iniquity! We
may often judge ourselves by this test. It is thhhtch you are modbath to hear that you have most
needto hear. Instead of being angry with him who p®ihbut to you, you should be willing @y him
for doing it! When you go to your doctor and asknhido examine you—if he says, “There is something a
little amiss with the heart, or with the lungs,” gou knock him down? Do you get angry with him for
telling you the truth? No, you give him his guingad even thank him for imparting bad news! And
should we not thank those who rebuke us and tedf wsir faults? When God does not send you a faith-
ful friend, | pray Him to send you an honest enemnp will deal straightly with you—and let you know
where you weakness is, that you may then cry to. Gaxtd, keep me from my iniquity.”

Il. Now, secondly, in our text there is A SPECIAL GUARDkept myself from my iniquity.”

Someone may perhaps say, “l| have a special teroptdtut | am going to set a guard against it.” Let
me ask you, first, who you are—are you a child oti@ Have you passed from death unto life? If you
say, “No,” I am not referring to you in this paftray subject. You must be born-again, you must go b
faith to Jesus Christ and ask for cleansing in ptecious blood and renewal by the Holy Spirit. | am
now talking to the child of God—the man or womanowias spiritual life. | speak to you, my dear
brothers and sisters, because you can, by Godce gkaep yourself from your iniquity. How are yau t
do it?

Well, first, you musfind out what it isYou must get a clear idea of your own iniquitygk&he Lord
to search you and try you, and know your ways. Wym@n have found out what that iniquity is, then
endeavoto get a due sense of its foulness and guilt irsthket of God Ask the Lord to make you hate,
most, that sin to which you are most inclined. Rentoer that you are a child of God—it ill becomes you
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to be friendly with any of the King's enemies! Reanteer that Christ has bought you—you belong to
Him—you should not be the slave of any sin. You ima be such if the life of God is in you. Theelif
of God in the soul hates sin! You cannot take pleag any sin if you are, indeed, a regenerate anan
woman. Therefore, | say to you, seek to get a sigtie heinousness of your particular sin anddidue-
ger which attends it, that, as you have an extraarg horror of it, you may set that over againstity
tendency to it.

Then,be resolved in the power of the Holy Spirit thas gharticular sin shall be overcom&here is
nothing like hanging it up by the neck, that veiry, $ mean. Do not fire at sin indiscriminately,tpii
you have one sin that is more to you than anothrag it out from the crowd and say, “You must die i
no other does. | will hang you up in the face @& Hun.” Strive against your anger. Strive agaiostry
covetousness. Strive against your envy. Striversggour evil temper, your malice, if that is ydault,
for there are some who are very slow to forgiveiv8tagainst it till you get your foot upon its hke¢l
cannot do it,” says one. Why? The Lord has saitieawill bruise Satan under our feet shortly! $yre
if you are to have the devil under your feet, yan get all sin under your feet by God’s help—and yo
mustdo it. It is a part of that work that must be weakin us to bring every thought into captivity te d
vine grace. You are not able to subdue the leasagsart from Christ, but, by the help of the Holyir#,
there is nothing that can master you! | tell yoat i you let any sin master you, you will be lodtany
sin should remain unconquered, you are ruinedthisris the way of salvationthe absolute conquest
of every sin through the grace of the Holy Spitimust be so with you before you can enter heave
and youare able to overcome it in the power of Jesus Chlistbu have an iniquity that more than an-
other haunts you, then keep away from all that tergipu to it. Is there a house where your company i
much liked, but where you are never able to comayawmithout having fallen into sin? Keep away from
that house! It is often one of the most essentialgs in young converts that they should quit tam¢
pany in which they once sported. You may go intmesacompany to do good, but mind that you are
strong enough to resist the evil, for it does neigs do for those who have but little strengtlati@mpt
to pull others out of the fire—they may be pulledbi it themselves! No, come out from among them!
Be you separate! Touch not the unclean thing! Yauwehno business to be in that place where it be-
comes almost necessary that you should sin—tha&isség should warn you not to go there!

The true path of safety is ppay and believe against all siklVe conquer sin by faith in Christ! This
is the axe that will cut down the upas tree—andeth® no other that will do it. Believe in Jesusiét)
the Savior, who died for you, and then believe imHs living again and willing to help you in every
conflict against sin. Go, having Christ crucifieittwyou, and ask Him to crucify your sin and nailp
to His cross. So you shall be helped to overcometiere must be care, prayer, watchfulness, &odt
continual looking up to the Lord for grace. Onlycam you say, “I kept myself from my iniquity.”

[II. Thirdly, I conclude with A HAPPY RESULT.

David says, “I kept myself from my iniquity.” He d® not say that heould not sin, but that he
would not, and he did not. When a wicked man gets @dnhy say, “I do not sin like those young peo-
ple.” No, because yotannot—t has been well said that there is many an old wiam, if you could put
young eyes in him, would look the same way as leel s do! That is not what we want—it is not the
failure to commit a sin because your passions lgaown colder, or your strength has left you—it is a
change of hearthat is needed. “I kept myself from my iniquityhat is, “Though it would try to tempt
me, and did so, and | might have yielded to it,byethe grace of God | would not yield.”

| pray, my brothers and sisters, that if we live 20, 30, or even 50 more years, we may be able to
say, without any boasting, but in deep humilitydsefGod, “By His great grace, by trust in Jeslkgpt
myself from my iniquity,” because, if we do s®e what a blessing it will be to,der it will be to us a
reason for our being brought out of the troubledkfen you are in need, if when you are under tempta
tion, God helps you to keep straight, you will coma all right at the last. What a number of steilie
might tell here of young men who were great losatdirst, by being godly, but they kept themselves
right—and they always had to thank God for it aftards. | know, at this present moment, a personal
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friend who was a banker’s clerk. On a certain dayas told to do something which he judged to be,
speaking plainly, dishonest. He told the managat tie could not do it, whereupon he received a
month’s notice. It was a country bank and he wassaot about his business at once—and he had time
to turn the matter over. He had a wife and childead when he went home, it was not easy to tell the
wife that the excellent position that he held wolddvacated within a short time. But he stood ifasis
integrity. He said that he was sure God would btig safely through and he never had even the
slightest thought of doing other than he had saidvbuld do. It was within twelve months that he ob-
tained the position of manager for that very banke-h belongs to him at this moment! He very speed-
ily became a man in a much better position thasdwegd have expected to have obtained simply from
the fact that it had been proven that he couldribgted. It is not always so—some people have ta be
long time under a cloud—but, in the long run, iiyas a child of God, will but stand fast, God waidit

let you be a loser. If He does, it shall be yourgto lose everything sooner than tarnish you atter!

You shall find it a greater joy to lose all thinfgs Christ than it would be to gain the whole wobly
doing anything that was wrong! If you are able @9,s'l kept myself from my iniquity,” then you shal
alsobe able to say with David, “I will love You, O Lairmy strength. The Lord is my rock, and my for-
tress, and my deliverer. | will call upon the Loweho is worthy to be praised.”

Next, if you act thust will be a triumph of divine graceBrethren, we want to show the world what
grace can do, and every member of the Church doglgel that he is put upon his behavior to prove
what the grace of God has done in him! What crieditrought to Christ by professed Christians whe ar
so like worldlings that if you put them under a mgcope, you could not tell the difference between
them? If you can do what worldlings do, you shal] gt last, where worldlings go! If grace does not
make you to differ from them, it is not the gradeGmd, it is all a sham. We ought to feel that Gtisi
honor is in danger by our ill behavior and so likat we can glorify our Father who is in heaverohy
good works, keeping ourselves from our iniquity.

For againthis will be our best testimony to otheltsis well to preach as | do, with my lips. Buiwy
canall preach with your feet and by your lives—and tlsahie most effective preaching! The preaching
of holy lives is living preaching! The most effaaiministry from a pulpit is that which is suppattey
godliness from the pew! God help you to do this!

And, lastly,what a sweet peace this will give to your cons@embough we know we are saved by
grace, hear this, you ungodly! There is ho wayadvation for you, or for us, but by the grace ofdGo
through Jesus Christ—yet when we are saved, tluzese to our own soul of that work of grace upon
our nature is very sweet when we can say, “I ha knyself from my iniquity.” A well-spent life, a
life that is pure, a life that has been consecrataasefulness, a life in which there has not beeéwrn-
ing aside to the right hand or to the left, helpsalie down with comfort upon our dying bed and b
farewell to all our dear ones and feel that welea®ing behind us the legacy of a gracious exanmple
which we do not glory, but for which we give Goe thlory and thank and praise His holy name! Begin
at the cross-thereis the source of your salvation! Then go and like the living Savior. God help you
to do so, for Christ's sake!

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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