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“Yes, in the way of Your judgments, O LORD have waited for You, the desire of our
soul is for Your name, and for the remembrance adty, With my soul have |
desired You in the night; yes, by my spirit withine will | seek You early.”

Isaiah 26:8, 9.

IT is something when a man truly knows that thera iGod. Behind the doubt of the existence of
God, many men shield themselves and permit themsétvindulge in iniquities of which they might be
ashamed if they did not make a cloak of their ateil would have no man live doubting the existence
of God; such a doubt cannot help him to live bettémay cause him to live much worse.

It is a great deal more, however, when men so tbinéod as to fear Him. We say, concerning
criminals—it is customary to say lagal terms: “not having the fear of God before theie®y There is
a fear of God which, though it is a spirit of bogdais, nevertheless, salutary, and works welltier
common good. There are men, doubtless, who amairestl from excess of iniquity by the belief that
God has judgments by which He can overthrow thedj trat at the end they will have to appear before
the judgment seat of Christ. It will be a sad day this world when that fear ceases to operate upon
men!

But, beloved, it is something infinitely higher apdrtaining to quite a different sphere when we
come truly to know God—when we have not merely leeban His existence, but a distinct conscious-
ness and realization of it—when we can speak of, @otlas of some personage far away, but as of one
with whom we are intimately acquainted, one wholbean a friend to us, one who has even communed
with us as a man talks with his friend. Some of gannot possibly reach to that point as you ane, fo
God is a Spirit, and only spiritual men can disddim—and as yet you are not partakers of the Sgirit
God. Some of you here present are still carnallyded and the carnal mind cannot perceive spiritual
things. Least of all can it perceive that highgstiial object, the ever-blessed God! “You must be
born-again,” for, “except a man is born-again (fraivove), he cannot see the kingdom of God.” We
may set it out before your eyes in glorious lighit it is not light that the blind man needs, ieie$
And eyes must be given to you who are spiritualigcbif you are ever to see God. There is One who
has come on purpose to open the eyes of the bliddfgour eyes are opened by Him, then shall you
see God and truly begin to know Him! This spiritwvédion makes a grave distinction between those
who know God and those who do not know Him. Ant iproduced by a wondrous change called re-
generation, in which darkness passes away anduédight of God dawns upon the spirit.

I. Now, coming to our text, | shall have to say, fitktat THERE IS, IN THE PEOPLE OF GOD, A
PRINCIPLE OF COMMUNION WITH GOD.

For, first,this is where their spiritual life beginél will arise and go to my father,” was the proof
that the prodigal was really restored in heart. Whe cleansed himself, touched himself up and gbine
himself to a citizen of that country and began twknnstead of wasting his substance in riotousgy
it was a considerable improvement. It is alway®adgthing for a man to work rather than to waste hi
time in the indulgence of his vices. But he had tieen begun to live spiritually. It was when he re-
membered his father and the cry of his spirit wasyill arise and go to my father,” that the grags
work was begun in his soul! Beloved, if any of yane seeking after righteousness by your own works,
or by your prayers, | do not know that this is keto of a new life. It may be that you are evenhia t
dark seeking after God if, perhaps, you may findhHhere, but when there rises in your spirit this
thought, “I must find God, | must come to God, Ishaonfess my sin unto the Lord, | must lay myself
at the Lord’s feet, | must meet with Hintjienwe hope the best things for you! So long as yeucan-
tent with ministers, priests, sacraments, booksygns and all thatou can doyou are satisfied with the
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mere shell! But when there awakens in your sphig tesire, “It is God whom | have offended; unto
God will I make my confession. It is from God thateed pardon, oh, that | knew where | might find
Him! | would come even to His seat.” When theréoisned within your spirit this resolve, “I will ske
the Lord’s face until He turns to me in love andegas me as His child"thenit is that spiritual life
begins. Your first true dealings with God, aftespritual fashion, are infinitely more importantathall
the outward forms of religion, whatever they maylbeem not judging one form more than another, but,
if you are content with the externals and do nohedo thenternals.If you do not come to close grips
with God and humble yourself before Him, you knost,ras yet, what spiritual life really means! This,
then, is where spiritual life begins—with comingarcommunion with God.

And, belovedthis is where the life of the real Christian grovasd makes advanced/e behold the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ and tinggus hope. That gives us peace. That givesstis re
and in proportion as we know more of God, as Heat/Himself in the person of His dear Son, our
graces grow. Faith has for its meat and its drmekknowledge of God. Knowing Him, and His exceed-
ingly great and precious promises, we come toineslim more fully. Ignorance is the enemy of faith,
but a knowledge of God greatly strengthens anceas®s our confidence in Him. You do not grow in
grace, my brothers and sisters, by listening te bratory, even though it is of a sacred kind. Tewd
growth comes to you when God the Holy Spirit, Hithswells with you. It is not when you have been
SO many minutes on your knees, or have read so otapters in the Bible, that you necessarily grow—
it is when you have spoken with God, and God hakep with you—when He who is the Alpha of
your spiritual life is all the letters of it righip to the Omega! He has worked all our works inaums]
without Him we can do nothing. He is the truly stganan who lives near to God. That man can do any-
thing who throws Himself back on the all sufficignaf the Most High. Rest upon yourself, or trust in
anything below the stars, and you will dwindle al®tay. But rest in God, and come into close contact
with the Divine Invisible—let your rock and refudgpe His throne—and you will go from strength to
strength by the power of God the Holy Spirit thaalsdwell in you!

Next, beloved friendst becomes to the believer the tenor of his lifplease GodThat is a beauti-
ful testimony that is borne concerning Enoch: “Beftis translation he had this testimony, that he
pleased God.” There are many who have not yet tharghtof doing such a thing as this, and there are
some who may have thought of it who, perhaps, nateet attained to it. But what a blessed thing it
for a man to be brought to trust in the Lord Jesubto seek the glory of the Savior and to yhakiwill
to God’swill! And to feel that God is his all, and in &ilat He does, he strives to please God! You know
what it is to be pleased with your child and plebagth what he has done. It is not perfect—fromryou
standpoint you can see many imperfections—but tilé most acceptable as coming from your child.
He has done it with all his heart and you are wkhsed with him. Well now, that should be the teno
and itis the tenor of the life of every man who has rebin renewed in the spirit of his mind by the
work of the Spirit of God! Jesus could truly sayHis Father, “I always do those things that please
Him.” And in proportion as we grow like Jesus, thiscomes a true description of our lives—they are
well pleasing unto God. What a contrast there isvben the man who pleases God and the ungodly
man! The ungodly man does what pleases himseliyl@t pleases his wife, or what will please his
neighbors. But the Christian man, although he i8ngito please his neighbor for his good to edific
tion, yet aimdirst at this mark—not to please men, but to please Gbid. makes his life altogether dif-
ferent from the life of the man who has not Godlirhis thoughts.

Again, belovedthis principle of communion with God becomes thg flewer of our lives When
are we happiest? There is no room for question-hexery believer knows that he is happiest when
nearest to his God. | hope that for the most paremjoy such full communion with God that our peace
is like a river. But therare times of great tidal waves of fellowship when wet gearer to God than at
other seasons. We have our Tabors and our transfiiga glories. We can sometimes say, “Whether in
the body, or out of the body, we cannot tell: Godws.” And we then know nothing else but God—we
seem wrapped up in Him! I am not speaking of angtiosm, although it does happen that among the
mystical writers this experience is most often spokf. This is a joy which belongs to all believers
when they enter into the secret place of the Maghtdnd abide under the shadow of the Almighty! The
Christian man is not at his best when he is hesdthor when he is wealthiest, or when he has bexst
successful, or when he has had the praise of menth day in which the flower of his life has cotoe
the climax of its beauty and pours out its sweepestumes—the day in which his life is life, lifa-i
deed, is when he is drinking in that lovingkindne$ssod which is better, even, than life itselfleSe
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then, as the worldling finds his highest enjoymegrie or there, the Christian finds the summit sfjay
in fellowship with his God!

| must not leave this point till | have said onéeatthing about this principle of communion with
God—this is the hunger and this is the thirst of theri€ian. “My soul thirsts for God, for the living
God.” To get near to God is the great passion ofspirit. To accomplish this to the fullest, we vebu
face grim death in his den! Yes, sometimes we calrftbst use the extravagant language of Rutherford,
when he declared that if God were on the other, sadget at Him he would swim through seven hells,
for nothing can keep back the impetuosity of a bt is all aflame with love to God and feelst thth
its heaven lies in communion with Him!

Well now, dear friends, if you and | are conscithist this is true, that there is in us a principle
fellowship with God, then notice th#tis proves that there has been a divine renewakadin us It
was not so once. Alas, it was very much otherwliseéws could have been truly proclaimed that God
was dead, some of you would have been very happgdo it, for you would have been no more wor-
ried with thoughts of eternity and of the day algement! But now, what an awful thing it would loe f
you if, even for a moment, you indulged the thoutjat there was no God! Why, you would have lost
everything! All joy would have vanished from youan instant if God were not real to you! Then what
a change is this, a radical change, one which conlg have been worked by supernatural power—as
great a change as when the dead rise from theinmoon and come forth into newness of life!

This proves your sonshippo, for no man cries after God and longs falofeship with Him, except
it is upon the principle of, “Abba, Father.” Slavés not crave the presence of their masters! 3biss
who long to be with their father. You are a trua sbthe Highest if you hunger and thirst after God

This proves your holineso, in a measure, for like will to like and ibyr heart pants after God,
you have been made a partaker of the divine natifar, at least, that you are now striving afteli-h
ness, or else | am sure you would not be seekitey &od. Unholy hearts feel a repulsion to the holy
God and seek to fly from Him. But the holy souldgsrfor communion with the holy God. That is a clear
proof that you have had implanted within you aifjeat nature! There is within you, now, a new heart
and a right spirit! You have passed into the higlier You have become a spiritual man, otherwise y
would not long for this spiritual God!

This proves your heavenlingdso, for that same desire which draws you to Godrawing you to
heaven. What is heaven but to be with God? And He mow is drawing you with cords of a man and
with bands of love, to His own glorious self, is that very process drawing you towards the place
where He reveals His face! And He is also making fibfor that beatific vision which shall be your
everlasting happiness!

Il. Now, secondly—and | must be brief on many pointeeheTHIS PRINCIPLE DISPLAYS IT-
SELF AND WORKS IN VARIOUS WAYS.

Begin the text: “Yes, in the way of Your judgmer@sLord, have we waited for You.” We are long-
ing for God and it is dark and cloudy—what shall d&? Why,wait for Him Instead of impatiently
complaining of His providential dispensations whigbuld be flying off at a tangent from Him, we
stand still that we may see the salvation of Go@ Ngve come to our Red Sea and we can go no far-
ther. And now our love to God, our fellowship withm makes us just abide where we are until He
says, “Go forward.” And then we march through the,gry-shod. Waiting is often a very heavenly ex-
perience. You will find it a difficult thing to did you doubt. He that doubts, hurries and worriag, he
that believes does not make haste through cowédly He waits and sings to himself, “My soul, wait
you only upon God; for my expectation is from HinTHis waiting is expectation. It means, “l cannot
see the way out of this difficulty, busshall see it. | do not yet perceive God’s plan for miiegance.
But | shall be delivered. |1 do not know how bread shall beegime, but Ehall have it even if God has
to send ravens with it, or to rend heaven, itselfywo! | shall have His promises fulfilled and lllwvait
His time.” This patiently waiting upon God is onétbe blessed displays of a spirit that is at perfe
peace with God and longs to keep in fellowship wdtm.

“Yes,” says the text, “in the way of Your judgmen® Lord, have we waited for You.” Sometimes,
the way of God’s judgments may mean the appointayg whe regular way. | believe that God’s people
love prayer because it is one of the ways in wi@cld meets with them. You love the house of prayer
and the hearing of the gospel because it is irs#imetuary and in the preaching of the gospel tlat G
has often met with you. We have had many happy &hbphere, and on these little Sabbaths in the
middle of the week, as | often call our Thursdaghtiservices, the Lord has manifested Himself tasis
He does not unto the world and we have waited far ekpecting to meet Him in His house. These be-
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lievers waited upon God until the ordained time defiverance from His judgments. Perhaps the hus-
band or the child was dead, or, possibly, the juslgs were of another kind. Famine desolated the
land—the water in the brooks was dried up. Enenvie® all over the country ravaging with their sword
and their bow—>blood flowed freely and then God’'svaats waited for God. They expected that He
would come at such a time of need and display Himmssome unusual manner. My brother, my sister,
whenever you have a great trouble, expect a greatyhYou will find it the path of wisdom when you
have a great joy, to be afraid, but when you hageeat sorrow, then have a high anticipation of&le
ing! That big wave is washing up some jewel thgtdaep down at the bottom of the sea—it would nev-
er have come to your feet if it had not been fergtorm that washed it where you can now find it!

Sometimes the Lord comes with spiritual judgmeatslis people. He blights and blasts and withers
all their hopes and they are ready to despair.tief must not despair, but each one must say, ‘Lord
show me why You contend with me. Now come in ana déth me in mercy. When You have stripped
me, when You have scourged me, yes, when You hiaue me, then come and fulfill Your Word,
‘Your dead men shall live, together with my deadyshall they arise.” Beloved, see what it is taitwv
upon God in His judgments! You know how hypocrites—they wait upon God, cap in hand, while His
servicepaysthem—but as soon as ever the Lord begins to &ynthor somebody laughs at them, or
their religion seems to injure their business, thend-bye to religion! But they are the true merowh
can truthfully say, “In the way of Your judgments, Lord, have we waited for You.” You can tell a
good dog when you see him follow his master. Thosginebody who wants to steal him offers him a
dainty bone, he will have nothing to do with hinut ine will keep close to his master’s heels. Anal th
true believer follows God when he seems to getingthy it—even when he appears to be a loser by it.
He loves not God with a cupboard love, for whaghts from Him in this world, but with a child’s ley
which says, “Though He slay me, yet will | trusthiim.” So, you see, this communion with God leads
to waiting for Him.

Sometimes we do not seem as if we could get gsifaraas that, and theéhis communion leads to
desiring: “The desire of our soul is to Your name.” We wankrow the character of God which is set
forth in His name. We love that character! We desirhave it and to reflect it in our own lives. rQie-
sire is to God’s name which signifies not only ldisaracter, but His honor and His glory. We desire t
see Him glorified! Our heart is glad when Chrisgisrified and our spirit is sad when His nameis d
honored.

Surely, this name means the Word of God, for thedd God is God’s name written large, and we
have a desire towards God’s Word! O beloved, thgdo one lives upon God’s Word, the more he feels
that he cannot endure anything which is other thad’s Word! There is a great difference between the
largest words of men and the very smallest wordSad, if such there are. | have heard of a cedain
vine who preached a sermon and afterwards askegeoh man what he thought of it. This was a very
foolish thing for him to do. The old man answer&dlgll, | have not much to say.” “But,” inquired the
minister, “did you not think that there were cabdevisions and wonderful distinctions in the senfld
He said, “Yes; but there was one distinction yoensed to me to forget in your sermon.” “What was
that?” “The distinction between meat and bone—yawvegus a large quantity of bone, but | did not per-
ceive that | had any meat—and there is a vasindisbin there.” When a man once gets to feed upen th
Word of God, all the rest is bones, and he letsdthgss have them. But as for himself, he needstgairi
meat and he must have it! Cannot many of you salyyibu desire to know the character of God and to
reflect it—that you desire to spread the glory afd@nd that you desire to feed upon the Word of?God
Your desire is to His name!

And, once more, your desire is temember the Lord: And to the remembrance of You.” | wish
that | had a memory that was so narrow that itaaumly hold the things of God! Do you not sometimes
find that if you hear a bad thing, it sticks in yauemory? Oh, what an abominable memory that is
which lays hold of all the draft of Sodom and canget rid of it, while the timbers that come floagi
down from Lebanon are often allowed to go by! But desire is to the remembrance of God—I am
sure that it is. Oh, that | did always remember hiren | wake and until | sleep—and in my dreams
still remember Him and if | wake in the night bél stith Him! This is what we want! Our fellowship
with God is such that if we do not always rememien, yet our desire is still towards the remem-
brance of Him, and we desire to see repeated waaemember of Him. If He has drawn us a thousand
times, we desire that He would draw us yet agaimd for the great world and the one Church of Christ
in it, our cry is, “Awake, awake, put on strengtharm of the Lord! Awake as in the ancient daysha
generations of old. Are You not He that has cutd®aland wounded the dragon?” Our desire is that we
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might see Him again as we have seen Him in thetgarne—and see Him as His goings were of old
when He showed Himself mighty in the deliverancéHaf people! 1, for one, can say that my soul de-
sires this beyondnything Oh, that He would do, again, what He did in athérs’ days! He can do it
and He will! This is the desire of His people. Corberd Jesus, come quickly, we beseech You!

Then, again, observe that this principle of commnrshows itselfn a personal yearningDid you
notice, as we read the chapter, that the eightbevierin the plural and the ninth verse is in thgdar?
“Yes, in the way of Your judgments, O Lord, have waited for You; the desire of our soul is to Your
name and to the remembrance of You. Witysoul have | desired you in the night.” O brothemsl sis-
ters, this lonely, personal desire of the belieatter God, is another form of fellowship with Him!
Sometimes, we feel as if we were in the darknessgift, all alone—there is nobody to speak with us,
or to speak for us. Then what a blessing it is éf @an say, “With my soul have | desired You in the
night”! Then have | needed no other candle for ragkdned chamber, no other sun to make my day, but
my Lord and His sweet presence! | will not dwell thins experience because | think that many of you
can say that it is so with you, also. It has beery dark with you. You have had a world of inwanlt
ble, but still, above it all, there has been thesite after God, for you could not do without Hixfou
have said concerning your choicest earthly comferts

“If you should take them all away,
Yet would | not repine.

If you, my God, will but come to me,
Let them all go, for | have all

| need when | have Thee.”

This principle of communion takes one other forhgttof personal seeking: “Yes, with my spirit
within me will |1 seek You early"—seek You with myisit, not with lip-service or head-service, but
with heart-service, with my spirit within me! Theisea great deal to be done indoors, brothers sad s
ters, and there are some who are so busy outsadehiy do not attend to anything inside. But iais
blessed thing when the soul in its inward partalliglive in seeking after God: “With my spirit Wwih
me will | seek You.” And notice that it is, “| wibeek Youearly.” | will be out on time. | will waste not
a moment, | will not delay. | will seek You and illvseek You now.

| have a wish springing up in my heart that some Ipgesent would begin to seek the Lord now. But
if any of you have sought Him and have known Hird gou have lost communion with Him, seek the
renewal of that communion at once! Do not think thavill take weeks for you to get back where you
once were. Conversion may take place in a secotichefand so may restoration! It is not always sb—i
may be a long process—but it is sometimes verydspeBefore | was aware, my soul made me like the
chariots of Amminadib.” | think that some of us kanown what it is to feel as dull and stupid asl-a
ly sheep. But while we have been in the house af, Gowhile we have been alone, suddenly the Spirit
of the Lord has visited us and we have taken thgsvof eagles and have been up and away! And we
wondered what had happened to us, for we had beeed from a deadly state into one of life and vig-
or! Listen to this text and see how short a businks heart-reviving is. “Behold, | stand at tredand
knock.” What is needed? “If any man hears My vaoe opens the door.” It does not take long to open
a door, does it? Yet that is all Christ asks ofiis!does not say, “If anybody sweeps the housegatsd
the supper ready, | will come and partake of itd, Nbut, “If any man hears My voice and opens the
door, | will come in to him, and will sup with hirand he with Me.” Dear heart, you know your Lord—
you know His voice and the very sound of His firggen the door! Open to Him! Say, “Come in, my
Lord. If | have kept You out, my Dearly-beloved.l lave kept You out till Your head is wet with dew
and Your locks with the drops of the night, | beg thousand pardons of You! Come in, | beseech You,
and sup with me, that | also may sup with You.tdh soon be done and | pray that it may be. At any
rate, this is how God’s child often has to cry: f@®to me, Lord! With my spirit within me will | ske
You early.”

Perhaps somebody says, “Well, | have been prayiad-ord to come to me, but | have not at once
had His company.” How did you expect Him to comethbught | would be made glad,” you say. Yes,
but the Lord sometimes comes to His people lamdbleshem—and when your soul is humbled in the
dust, it may be certain that the Lord is with youditg as certain as if you were full of joy! Somegisn
He comes to us with the spirit of chastisementrabdke. Well, do not pick and choose—so long as He
comes! Seek Him early, for He comes for your good lde will come and bless you.

lll. 1 was to have said, thirdly, that THE LORD TAKES FASURE IN THIS COMMUNION
WITH HIS PEOPLE, but | must not detain you.
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| will just point out that the next to the last serin this chapter shows how the Lord loves the fel
lowship of His people. He invites them to commurithvdim: “Come, My people.” He points out the
way to fellowship: “Enter you into your chambersdashut your doors about you.” That is, get alone
with your God. Then He provides for this communioGh¥ist is our hiding place and He, Himself
comes to meet us: “Come My people.” | invite yoeldved, tonight if you can, or as soon as you tan,
have a special season given up to nothing elsébotvship with God, that you may now begin, again,
a fellowship which afterwards shall not easily beken. Pray! If you feel that you cannot pray, read
Let God speak to you. Get into conversation witmHsomehow. A conversation, you know, needs two
to engage in it. Hear what God says to you, repdssage from His Word. And then pray. If you find
you cannot pray, praise! Say something to Him, togh read, again, and let Him speak to you. But
come not away until He has spoken to you and yee kary distinctly spoken with Him. Let this be the
burden of your prayer, “Lord, | want to come to Yéwant, through Jesus Christ, my Mediator, toéhav
fellowship with You, and to abide in Him in nearad¢s You.” May the Lord help you in this mattery fo
truly there is no life like it!

| wish that | could invite all here present to suchife as that, but there is, as | have told yefote,
the previous step. Theraust be the new birththere must be faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Thikhe
gospel which we have continually to preach to y@&elieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be
saved.” And then you shall know that there is a!@dkn you shall have fellowship with God, and then
your life shall be, in its measure, like the lifetbose in heaven who behold the Lord’s face amdese
Him day and night in His temple.

May the Lord bless these words to all of us, fmudésake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
ISAIAH 26.

Verse 1.In that day shall this song be sung in the landuafah.

God would have His people to be a singing peopleyToften sigh—they should more often sing.
God makes their songs and appoints the song fodadlgeand so helps them to cheer the darkest day
with some melodious music.

1. We have a strong city; salvation will God appomtalls and bulwarks

Jerusalem may fall, her walls may be destroyedttl one stone is left upon another, but still, “we
have a strong city.” In the salvation of God wesland are safe. Our place of defense shall be time-m
tions of rocks. The eternal purposes of God shard the safety of His people.

2. Open you the gates that the righteous nation wkegps the truth of God may enter in.

This city is for the righteous, for those who kel truth of God. They are to dwell in this city—no
fighting in the open, not wandering in the plainsst-dwelling at ease behind the massive walls and
bulwarks which God Himself has appointed in Hizvatabn.

3. You will keep him in perfect peace, whose minthigesl on You: because he trusts in You.

This is our city. By faith, we enter into the pusgs and promises of God and there we dwell in per-
fect peace! The adversary may thunder outside #iks wut what of that? He may threaten that Hé wil
capture the city, but how can he do so when the ithere? This is a sweet, sweet verse—may you al
get the very marrow of it! “You will keep him in gect peace, whose mind is stayed on You: because
he trusts in You.”

4. Trust you in the LORD forever.

Not sometimes, but always. Not for a certain nundfestays during your season of trial, but if the
trial should last a lifetime, “trust you in the ldbforever.”

5. Forin the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength.

If He could fail you, you would do well to be lowig out for another shelter. But since His strength
is everlasting, let your faith also be everlastibges there a man who has fully trusted in God weid
has been confused? Is there angwherewho has really relied upon the invisible powedehovah and
yet has found Him fail in the hour of need? It catnand it shall not be!

5, 6.For He brings down them that dwell on high; theyafity, He lays it low; He lays it low, even
to the ground; He brings it even to the dust. Tow Shall tread it down, even the feet of the paod
the steps of the needy.

This is always God’s way—overturning the great #meproud and casting down the mighty works
of men, so that he who trusts in man, and make# thés arm soon finds himself in a pitiful conditio
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All the proud, who glory in their own power, shb# as when a city is battered down and the very dus
is trodden by “the feet of the poor, and the stdibe needy.”

6. The way of the just is uprightness: You, most inprigo weigh the path of the just.

God makes a plain path for His own people and Hewkng their way, forms a right estimate of it.
Let them never fear for a moment that He will candeghem because of the condemnation of their fel-
low men! He takes care, Himself, to weigh the gatthe just and His scales cannot err.

8, 9.Yes, in the way of Your judgments, O LORD, havevaited for You; the desire of our soul is
to Your name, and to the remembrance of You. Witsaul have | desired You in the night; yes, with
my spirit within and will | seek You early: for wh& our judgments are in the earth, the inhabitaofts
the world will learn righteousness.

You notice that the song given to us in this chajstall concerning God. We are bid to trust in Him
we are told how safe are they that do so, we aresitinow futile is all strength apart from Him anoln
the desire of His saints is set forth as being tdw#im, and toward Him alone.

10. Let favor be shown to the wicked, yet will he eatrth righteousness: in the land of uprightness
will he deal unjustly, and will not behold the ntjeof the LORD.

Until men are changed in heart, and renewed inreatbiey will not see God. If you could transport
them to the land of uprightness, where there wdeldho sin to tempt them, yet evéirenthey would
not know the Lord! Still is our Savior's messageetr“You must be born-again.” O unconverted men
and women, we look upon you through our tears lmxgou are incapable of everything that is good
and right until the Lord, in covenant mercy, rengwsr hearts and brings you to know Him! Of the un-
godly man it is truly declared, “In the land of ightness will he deal unjustly, and will not behdihd
majesty of the Lord.”

11.LORD, when Your hand is lifted up, they will na¢:daut they shall see and be ashamed for their
envy at the people; yes, the fire of Your enentnal devour them.

There are some people who will not see and, aslth@roverb has it, there are none so blind as
those that will not see. But they will one dayrbadeto see, if not to their salvation, then to theier
lasting shame and confusion! They shall be madsetothat, after all, there is a God and that He is
strong to punish the ungodly, and to overthrow &tlsersaries! | pray that no one of you may refose t
see by the light of the gospel until he is forced¢e by the blaze of the judgment day. Yet, dfese
will be such!

12.LORD, You will ordain peace for us: for You haveoalvorked all our works in us.

That is a delightful verse! An ordination is spokarhere, for God has ordained peace for His peo-
ple and they must have it—and they shall have it!'tkke other hand, His people ordain glory for Him,
for they declare, “You have also worked all our ksm us.” Thus we also sing—

“And every virtue we possess,
And every victory won,

And every thought of holiness,
Are His alone.”

13. 0 LORD our God, other lords beside You have hadiniom over us: but by You only will we
make mention of Your name.

“O Lord, how sadly, how long, how grievously dicdb#e other lords domineer over us! But from this
time forth we will know no name but Yours, and whve@ mention it, it shall be by Your grace, and by
Your power, alone, that we even put our trust iYwondrous name!

14.They are dead, they shall not live; they are deedathey shall not rise: therefore have You vis-
ited and destroyed them, and made all their mertwperish.

Yes, our lusts are all dead! They will never ligam, thank God! The Sword of the Spirit has slain
them: “they are deceased.” We want to have nothmoge to do with them, we desire that the very
memory of them should perish.

15.You have increased the nation, O LORD, You haveased the nation: You are glorified.

God is always glorified in the increase of His peodherefore we should, above all other reasons,
pray for the increase of the Church because Gddiwteby be glorified.

15, 16.You had removed it far unto all the ends of thehedrORD, in trouble have they visited You,
they poured out a prayer when Your chastening vpas them.

That is true of hypocrites! But it is also sweetlye of some whom God is bringing to Himself.
Child after child has died, loss after loss hakeérodown the business. Now they turn to God. O, at
blessed loss that makes us find our God! What weiganfinitely more than what we have lost. What
mercy that God is willing to hear us in the timetmiuble, that all our putting off and rejection téim
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do not make Him put us off! | remember one who wiho hire a horse and buggy to go to a certain
town, and he went to the place where he could ihirend asked the price. He thought that it was too
much, so he went round the town to other peoplefandd that he could not get it any cheaper. But
when he came back to the place first visited, theer said to him, “Oh, no, no! | will not let my fses

to you. You have been round to everybody else,ravd you come back to me because you cannot get
what you want elsewhere. | will have nothing towdth you.” That isman’sway of dealing with his
fellow man, but it is not the Lord’s method of daglwith us! When you and | have gone round to eve-
rybody else, the Lord still welcomes us when we edrack to Him! Yes, just as harbors of refuge are
meant for ships in distress that would not haveipthere except for the storm and danger, sutheas
mercy of the Lord God in Jesus Christ. If you ameéd to accept it, you are still welcome to itydu

are driven to it by stress of weather, you may coméor the harbor was made for just such as yeu a

17, 18.Like as a woman with child, that draws near theetioh her delivery, is in pain, and cries out
in her pangs, so have we been in Your sight O LOR® have been with child, we have been in pain,
we have, as it were, brought forth wind; we havewarked any deliverance in the earth; neither have
the inhabitants of the world fallen.

Ah, no, all the agonies of a mind, all the troulbdés soul cannot save it! This is the work of grac
This is the gift of God! What a mercy it is thathua cheering promise as this next verse contaimes
in just here

19.Your dead men shall live, together with my dead/lsball they arise.

That note of resurrection comes in as a word offoanio the most dispirited, the most despairing.
As the dead shall live because of Christ, evers sbdre hope for you who are driven to a very deéth
despair! You cannot live by your own power. Youmphls are all gone, dead and buried, and you lie
helpless and lost—but as the Lord will raise thaddom their graves—so will He give you hope and
bless and save you, if you come and trust in Him.

19-21. Awake and sing, you that dwell in dust: for youwde as the dew of herbs, and the earth
shall cast out the dead. Come, My people, enteryatir chambers and shut your doors about you: hide
yourself, as it were, for a little moment, untietimdignation is past. For, behold, the LORD coroes
of His place to punish the inhabitants of the eddhtheir iniquity: the earth also shall discloser
blood, and shall no more cover her slain.

The blood of the murdered shall cry to God from gheund, as did Abel’s. The slain in battle shall
not be forgotten. God will come and punish theleéot its iniquities. Blessed are they that hidenth
selves in Christ, till the indignations are past.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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