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“Two men went up into the temple to pray; the onéharisee, and the other a publican.”
Luke 18:10.

THIS is called a parable, yet it is rather an ieat] an anecdote, a statement of facts. You wil ob
serve that our Lord never used a fable. Fableslmmamployed to set forth that which is earth-bou,
aparable,which is in itself true, is alone adapted to setH spiritual truths of God. | say this just now
because | read, the other day, an assertion thattmy of the rich man and Lazarus was only aefabl
like that of Jotham. But the most of our Lord’sgdales are not only parables, but literal facts; ahof
them might be facts. | would almost go the lendgtsaying that all of therhave beeractual facts, and
in this case there is nothing parabolic at alls Ithe statement of an incident which did literailycur,
for truth is best illustrated by truth, and as Ghhad nothing to teach but what was pure truthillbie-
trated it by truth, and never went into the realnficiion, or invented a tale, or told a story whiwas
not a fact, much less did He ever teach by a nadgie'f

There were two men who went into the temple tg/pldey prayed in just the way that our Lord
describes, and they went away, the one justifiad, the other without a blessing. | am not goin@ int
the full teaching of the parable on this occashart,| want to make a few observations concerninlg pu
lic worship in the Lord’s house. Commencing to preaagain, on Thursday nights, after my season of
rest, | thought that this sermon should be a sopreface or introduction to our gatherings foryma
praise, preaching, and hearing the Word. God grara blessing in beginning, again, this holy employ
ment; and may we be in health and strength, anitusgivigor, and be of some use to the people of
God!

|. Commencing, then, | would say, first, that IT IS WETO WORSHIP GOD IN PUBLIC: “Two
men went up into the temple to pray.”

It is good to pray anywhere. He that does not prays closet is but a hypocrite when he pretdnds
pray in the temple. But, though we pray in the etpthough we get into such a habit of prayer aled a
so full of the spirit of prayer that we can prayyahere; it is well to go and mingle with others and
openly worship God who delights to be thus worsbgdt was written very early in the history of our
race, “Then began men to call upon the name ot.tnd.” It has been the custom of the godly to meet
for worship in all times. The sheep of Christ aregarious; this is their nature, they love to gathem-
selves into congregations, to feed in the sameaupgsand to enjoy, together, the presence of tireat
Shepherd. It will always be so. The more pious godly men are alone, the more will they love associ
ated worship. If it should ever happily come toptsat each feeble one among us should be as David,
and every David should be as the angel of the Lyetleventhenwe would find strength and help in
our service for God by meeting together for uniteship. The apostolic command is, “Let us consider
one another to provoke unto love and to good warksforsaking the assembling of ourselves together
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one ano#drel so much the more, as you see the day ap-
proaching.” Public worship is not everything; ifetie were no private worship, it would be nothing by
itself. To go up to the temple is not everythingeTnan who does not meet Gamatsidethe temple will
not meet Godnsidethe temple, he may rest assured of that.

Yet, it is well, it is desirable that it should baid of us as it was said of the men mentionealin
text, “Two men went up into the temple to pray.’r fablic worship is, first of allan open avowal of
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our faith in God, and of our belief in praydf.we pray in private, nobody knows it. At leastboaly
shouldknow it, for our Lord’s direction is very plainYbu, when you pray, enter into your closet, and
when you have shut your door, pray to your Fatheiclvis in secret; and your Father which seesin se
cret shall reward you openly.” Our acts of persafelotion must be sacred to God and our own souls,
but when we go up to the public assembly; whethes but of two or three, or of many thousands, it
matters not; there is, to that extent,open declaratiorthat we believe in God, that, let others do ag the
may, as for us, we worship Him, we believe in thality, and power, and usefulness of prayer, and
therefore, in the light of day, before all men, gaher ourselves together to pray! | thank God tinexte
are, in this unbelieving London, so many thousasfdsssemblies of worshipping people; a public testi
mony constantly borne to the fact that we do believGod, and that we do believe in prayer!

Public worship is also, in the next plaeegood way of securing unity in prayés.number of per-
sons may agree to pray about one thing, yet they meser see each other’s faces; their prayers may
blend at the mercy seat, but they must lack an atigphonsciousness of unity such as we have who
come together to pray. Our Lord Jesus promisedspésial presence to the united gatherings of His
people when He said. “Where two or three are gathtrgether in My name, there am | in the midst of
them.” Oh, dear friends, what should we do if weeveot able to come together to mingle our siglts an
cries and tears and, better still, to blend ousj@ur psalms, our shouts of victory? As we are bem
of one mystical body, it is but right that we sthuds members of that one body, worship togettier, |
ing up the joyous song in tuneful harmony and hiegpdur supplications!'—

“Around our common mercy seat.”

| think, also, that public worship & great means of quickeningt any rate, it is so to me. | never
feel that | can pray as well as when | am in thdsnof my own dear friends, and oftentimes, when
things are flagging within the soul, to get togetivéh brighter spirits, in whom the life of God msore
vigorous is a great help to me. It does not seemiesp long ago; although these spectacles and my
many gray hairs tell me that it must have been Isinge; that | used to say to my mother that hymn
which begins—

“Lord, how delightful ‘tis to see
A whole assembly worship Thee!
At once they sing, at once they pray;
They hear of heaven, and learn the way.”
Dr. Watts put it very well, and | can utter the sasentiment—
“Lord how delightful ‘tis to see
This vast assembly worship Thee!”
when the house is full from floor to ceiling—
“At once they sing, at once they pray;
They hear of heaven, and learn the way.”
Those two men, of whom our Savior spoke, did welgd up to the temple to pray! Ande shall do
well not to cease from the habit of assembling @lwes together for public worship in the Lord’s Beu

Then, dear friends, public worshipaspart of the great system by which God blessesvtirid. It
has much to do with the gathering, the sustendheestrengthening, the invigorating and the extansi
of the Church of Christ. And it is through the Cttuiof Christ that God accomplishes His purposes in
the world. Oh, the blessings that come to us inpalinlic assemblies! Are there not, sometimes, days
heaven upon earth? Have we not felt our heartsitruithin us when we have been listening to the
Word of God, or joining in praise or prayer? Thomeises of God where the gospel is truly preached,
whatever their architecture may be, are the beamtlythe bulwarks of the land! God bless them! Wher-
ever the Lord’s people are gathered together,dathedral or in a barn—it does not matter wheres—it
none other than the house of God, and the veryajateaven when God is there! And who among us
would dare to stay away? As long as we have legauty us, and health with which to use those legs,
let us be found among the waiting assemblies in'$sghctuary!

For, once more, it seems to me that public worshigarth isa rehearsal for the service of heaven.
We shall sing together, there, brothers and sistertssolos but grand chorales and choruses! We shall
take parts in the divine oratorio of redemption-witl not be someone melodious voice, alone, that
shall lift up the eternal hallelujah! | spoke plajy of our Brother Mayers singing the Hallelujalh@us
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all by himself, but neither he nor any other man da that! We shall all have to take our parts aken
the harmony complete. | may never be able to aseettain notes unless my voice shall be wondrously
changed, but some other sinner, saved by grackrumilup the scale; nobody knows how high, and
what a range of melody the music will have in hedvdelieve that our poor scales and modes of-sing
ing, here, are nothing at all compared with whatehwill be in the upper regions! There, the béwsdl s
be deeper and yet the notes shall be higher thasetbf earth. Even the crash of the loudest thunder
shall be only like a whisper in comparison with ttedestial music of the new song before the thiaine
God! John spoke of it as “the voice of many wateffie waves of one ocean can make a deafening,
booming noise, but in heaven there shall be, agit, the sound of sea on sea, Atlantic upon Racifi
one piled upon another, and all dashing and crgshith the everlasting hallelujahs from the gladeom
hearts of the multitude that no man can numbexpket to be there, and | remember that verse irobne
our hymns that says—

“I would begin the music here,

And so my soul should rise;

Oh, for some heavenly notes to bear

My passions to the skies!”

But you cannot sing that heavenly anthem aloneadme however well you can sing by yourself,
that is not the way you will have to sing in heawghere you will have to sing in harmony with aléth
blood-washed hosts. Therefore let us often com®upe Lord’s house, and when we are gathered to-
gether, let us again take up the words of Dr. Wattsl say—

“I have been there and still would go,
‘Tis like a little heaven below.”
That little heaven below shall help to prepareardlie great heaven above!

That is our first observation, then. It is welitorship God in public.

Il. Secondly, IT IS WELL TO HAVE A REASON WHEN WE GO UPRO PUBLIC WORSHIP.
“Two men went up into the temple pray.” They went there for that express purpose.

Now, whenever we go to the assembly of God’s peope should have some good reason; and the
right reason is that which these two men had—thegtwip to the temple tpray. | would rather that
you came with a bad reason than that you did naiecat all. | have known people come to pick pock-
ets, and yet they have gone away with a blessiam sorry if any of you came, tonight, for thatsem,
yet | am glad that you are here. Perhaps frientigovavent you from committing the sin of theft tak-
ing a little extra care of their pockets! | haveolum persons go into the house of God out of sheer
mockery, and yet God has blessed them, for His \magstrangely sovereign. But that is to be asdribe
to matchless mercy, and it is not the way we otlappear before the Lord!

When we go to the sanctuary, we should go folaaae, we should go up to praye should not go
merely from custonDo we not often do that? Not so much on Thursdaytsi | think, for people
come, then, because they like to come. But on Sinilas such a proper thing with certain persans t
go to a place of worship that they almost wish diswot so proper, and they would like to have a good
excuse for staying home! Well, if you come only ofittustom, and you do not get a blessing, | pray
you do not wonder at it! If you do not come for Hngg, and you do najetanything, do not be disap-
pointed! If you go to a shop across the road, andat mean to buy anything, do not be surprisgauf
come out with nothing; and if you come here andhdbneed anything, very well, you will go away
with nothing! Is it not just what you might havepscted? He who goes to the river and takes norod o
net with him, will have no fish in his basket, ewiough there may be shoals of them in the watey! S
if we want to be blessed in our worship, we musheavith a reason, even as these two men went up
into the temple “to pray.”

Neither do | think that we should come up to teseanbly of God’s peoplmerely to hear sermons.
The proper thing is to comed* pray.” “But we do hear sermons,” says one. Yes, bubpehthat does
not hinder your praying! Somebody said, the ottasr, that people who go to church go to pray, bat th
we who go to chapel go to hear sermons. My deandki that remark shows what sort of sermons you
get at church, because those who come to heaeaslppray while we are preaching, and they fintd tha
there is nothing that helps them to pray as much ggod sermon does! In fact, there is no worship o
God that isbetterthan the hearing of a sermon! | venture to say ith@ sermon is well heard, it puts
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faith in exercise as you believe it, it puts lormeekercise as you enjoy it, and it puts gratitudexercise
as you think of all the blessings that God hasmieyou! If the sermon is what it should be, itssall
the coals of fire in your spirit, and makes themnbwith a brighter flame and a more vehement Heat.
imply that hearing a sermon is not worship is getdl slander your minister! It must be a very bad s
mon in which there is, as it were, a jerk out af frayers to get into it, for the supplication dddead

up to the sermon, and then the discourse shou&doatinuation of the prayer that has precedeah,
bring it back upon the mind, again, so that alkpré may pray the better and worship God the more a
ceptably because of the sermon to which they haee bstening.

Still, if anybody comes to hear a sermon, esplgced, perhaps, some of you came while | was
away, to criticize the preacher, that is not the weaget a blessing! | do not mind if you criticizee—
you may do that when you like—only you will not ddessed by doing it. But when there are other
preachers here, and someone says that he doaekentiti$ one, and another says that he does met lik
the other, then, if you do not get a blessing duhe service, who is to blame? “Two men went up in
the templeo pray.” And if we go to the house of God and seek to thenvhole of the worship into a
prayer, we shall not come away without a blessirigg main objective in all worship is that we geane
to God and really pray to Him.

Neither do | think that we should go to the hoak&odmerely to get comforted and cheerétiat
is a very sweet result from hearing the Word of (Qmd it should not be our main objective in gotog
hear it; we should meet together that we may draar to God. If it is the Lord’s will not to comfort
but to rebuke us, and if it is His purpose notheear but to cast us down, we shall still feel, “\Whee-
ceived came from God. | prayed to Him, and He spgokee, and | had special fellowship with the liv-
ing God, while | was also in communion with my brets and sisters in Christ. That is what | went for
and that is what | have had.”

The publican teaches us what we should go to deénof God to do and to say. There should be, in
God’s presence;onfession of sinWe should, each one of us, when we draw near td_tiné, bow
down in His presence with reverent awe. If the vangels veil their faces when they come near Him,
we must humbly bow before Him when we come to wiprélm His house! He is in heaven, and we are
upon earth. He is our Father, but He is also otindfavho is in heaven—and we poor sinful creatures
can never come into the light of His presence withmerceiving that we are full of sin. | have heard
some people talk about “walking in the light as Geah the light,” as if that meant that they hasin.
Listen to what the apostle John says, “If we walkhe light, as He is in the light, we have felldwgs
one with another.” And then, “the blood of Jesugi§€hHis Son,” is still needed, for even then it
“cleanses us from all sin.” Without its continuglpdication, there would be no walking in the light—
and the more walking in the light of God theretie clearer will be the perception of every specd#t a
stain in the character! So, the truer our worskipthe more certain shall we bern@ke confession of
sin.

Communion with God and confession of sin showdagts be remembered by us when we come up
to the house of God.

Then there should kesking for mercyWe should come as paupers seeking relief. We shomufoe
as rebels craving pardon. We should come as paddames still asking renewed tokens of forgiveness;
as men, once washed, who still come, that thetrrfessy be cleansed; that they may be clean everyy whi
as they pursue their course on the journey of life.

In the publican’s prayer there is, in the Greeekeference to sacrificéde cried, “Lord, be propitious
to me, the sinner.” “Have mercy upon me for theesak the great propitiation, the great expiation.”
They who come up to God'’s house for the right reasome to find Jesus, to prove the power of His
precious blood, to be perfumed with the incenselisfall-sufficient merit, and to be covered withsHi
matchless righteousness! That is the right wayoofing up to the assembly of God’s people, to speak
with Him humbly, for we are sinful; prayerfully, fave are full of need; believingly, for Jesus hés o
fered a sacrifice, and we are accepted in and girélim.

That, dear friends, is the second division of nsgdurse—it is well to have a reason when we go up
to public worship. | will pause, here, and passw fuestions round for everyone to ask, “Did | come
tonight, for such a reason? Is that my generalthebgo up to my place of worship for such a re&so

4 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 41




Sermon #2395 The Blessings of Public Worship 5

Or do | go jauntily, as if it were an ordinary teagttion to go up for the worship of God?” | willtrro-
pose any answers to you; your own consciencesbeillble to give the reply. Only let them speak, and
God bless the inquiry to you all!

[Il. Thirdly, IT IS POSSIBLE TO GO UP TO PUBLIC WORSHMITH A GOOD REASON
AND YET TO FORGET IT. “Two men went up into the tpla to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the oth-
er a publican.”

It was very remarkable that a Pharisee shouldetdngs reason; that is the one point concerning him
to which | am going to call your attention: he weptto the temple to pray, but he didt pray He nev-
er prayed a word, but he did something else.Had been written, “Two men went up into the temple
boast,” | would give the Pharisee the palm, forcketainly did that magnificently! But as it is said
“Two men went up into the tempte pray,” then it is certain that this Pharisee quite @irgghy he had
come, for he never prayed at all!

Well, now, who was the gentleman that forgot k&son? Itvas the person who ought especially to
have remembered fipr he was a Pharisee! By profession he was a gegtairom others because of his
supposed peculiar holiness. He was a man amazcglyainted with the Word of God, at least, with the
letter of it. He wore some little black boxes betwehis eyes with texts of Scripture inscribed upon
them, and he wore others round his wrist. And hee\vexy broad blue borders on his garments, for he
was particularly observant of what he read in #ve bf Moses. And, generally, a Pharisee was a teach
er. He was first cousin to a Scribe, and often a&sribe, himself. He had written out a copy ofltve,
and he had its precepts at his fingertips! Nowelsuif there is anybody who goes up to the temple
pray, this is the man who will pray. If anybodydets why he came, it will not be this person! Bigt,
ten. That was the very man wial forget all about it, and this may be true of aister, a deacon, an
elder, one of the brothers and sisters who prapsagter meetings, the leader of a Bible classaahter
in the Sunday school, the best sort of people. @by exclaim, “we cannot say anything but what is
honorable of them!” And yet it was one of this slagho forgot why he went up into the temple! Let me
remind you church members who make a loud profassiat it was a great professor who went up to
the temple to pray and did not do it! What wouldiygay to your boy, who went to a shop, and then
came home and said that he had forgotten his r@a&od what will you say to yourself, dear friend,
especially if you happen to be somebody notabli siiould beyouwho went up to the temple to pray,
and did not pray? Oh, do not let it be so in yaset Do not, tonight, leave this house till youdaad
real fellowship with God, through JESUS CHRIST Bisn, if you have never had it before!

How do we know that this man forgot his reason?kivaw it by what he saidde did not pray at
all. He said,”God, | thank You that | am not as other men are, exindrs, unjust, adulterers, or even
as this publican. | fast twice in the week, | giitbes of all that | possess.” By his words he muest
judged, as you and | will be; and his words goravp that he forgot why he went up to the temple. H
acted as though he was in his own house, praisimgdif, instead of being in God’s house, where the
Lord, alone, is to be praised!

Why did this man fall into this great blunder dodget why he went up to the temple? He did it be-
causehe was so full of himself that there was no roomQ@od in his heartHe was so satisfied with
himself that he felt no need of prayer. He alrehdg all that he required, and he had so much #at h
could only stand still and overflow with a kind gfatitude to the one to whom he owed everything,
namely,himself Though he saidGod, | thankYou” He did not mean it—he meant all the praise for
himself! He was so fine a bird, and had such redtttiers that he felt that everybody ought to admire
him as much as he admired himself!

Well now, brothers and sisters, you will say to, fitéas this any bearing upon us?” Listen. Do you
ever feel perfectly satisfied with yourselves? Arere not times when there is no sin that burnstme
science, when you think that you a@mebodya pattern saint, a highly experienced good old,naa
rare Christian matron, and so on? The devil tadis &ll that, does he not? And you believe him! See
you say that you are such a smart young man; yue baly lately joined the church, yet you have al-
ready got into the Lord’s work in a wonderful wdlgere must be a great deal in you. You do not put
this boasting into English, because we do notEalglish to our hearts when we get proud; it isra 6D
Greek which we talk, by which we try to conceal own meaning from ourselves! Then we feel, per-
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haps, that we are gettiqgerfect and that is the time when we forget to pray! Awvelgo into the house

of God, and when we come out, we make some rentemktahe preacher’s manner, or about sister So-
and-So, whose bonnet is really too smart for agfian woman to wear, or about our friend, So-and-So
who spoke rather roughly to us. We—WE— WE—we argaod that we can find fault with all others
and say, “God, | thank You that | am not as othenrare, or even as this publican!” And then we dfo n
pray.

Whenever you get one inch above the ground in paur esteem, you are that inch too high! The
way to heaven is down, down, down! As to self, itstnsink. Our sense of sin must grow deeper and
deeper, and a sense of obligation to grace mustdre and more fully impressed upon our heart until
we are able to say with great emphasis, thoughirt the deep silence of the soul, “God be merd¢dul
me, the sinner!” Otherwise, we shall come to tmepie on the reason of prayer, and we shall fortget i
We shall go to the closet to pray, and yet shallpnay. Or we shall read the Bible and not findtamg
upon which to feed owsoulsbecause we are not hungry, but full. We shall sekdrue wealth, because
we shall fancy we are not poor, but rich. We shatlgo to the source of all might because we shmall
agine we are not weak, but strong. If we go uphetéemple as the Pharisee did, there will be ngtfon
us, even in the place where prayer is known to &dan

I\V. So | close this discourse with a fourth observatidnlS POSSIBLE TO CARRY OUT OUR
REASON FOR GOING TO PUBLIC WORSHIP. Wango up to the temple to pray arehlly pray!

Who is the man who is most likely to pray? Accaglio this parable, it was the publicdinwas a
man under a sense of slhwas a man who felt that he wie sinner, even if nobody else was a sinner.
It was this man to whom sin was a reality, notcéidn, and to whom the mercy of God was a real need
and not a mere doctrine, who craved that merchieathirone of God, and felt that only sovereign grac
could give it! It was this man who pleaded the mes blood of the propitiation and felt that only b
that way could he receive pardon. That was the wtamtruly prayed! Oh, have | not, sometimes, gone
to pray with a breaking heart, groaning, cryingd &mging to see my Lord’s face, and to have aesens
of acceptance in the Beloved? And | have come aamalyfelt that | had not prayed because | could not
use language and words such as | would wish toarsgyet, on looking back, | have seen that it was
thenthat | prayed most!

Next to the sense ain, the publican had sense of neellvhen the need is felt the heaviest, prayer
is truest. When the soul is lowest, then the flobdupplication is the highest. | am sure you fdragt
when you have least satisfaction with yourself, god get nearest to God when you get farthest from
self. When you feel that you are not worthy to liff your eyes to heaven, ittlsenthat heaven’s eyes
look down on you! The sorrowful thought of a brokeart is immeasurably better than the indifference
of a callous spirit. Bless God for a humble mindtttrembles at His Word—it is much better than that
presumption which puts aside all feeling. Theresazm@e who will go to heaven questioning their own
state all the way, yet they will arrive there sgféind there are some who never doubted their sthte
may have to doubt it when it is too late! Anywatyisia deep sense sin, a deep sense oked a deep
sense otlependenceapon sovereign grace that helps a man to conteetbduse of God, and to go away
with his mission accomplished.

Let us all try to bring our needs before God. ustsink ourselves in His presence into the very
depths, and then let us come and joyfully take wiefreely offers to all who trust His dear Sont Lis
receive grace at His hands, not as courtiers wkie haight, but as those who feel like dogs under t
table and yet cry, “Lord, even the dogs eat thenbsithat fall from the master’s table.”

The publican excites our pity as we hear his gsaard sighs, and see him smite upon his breast. But
when we know that this is the man whom God blesagd,that he went to his house justified, rather
than the other, we no longer pity him, but we see&mulatehis repentance and his gracand we pray
the Lord to help us, thus, to come to His feashwithearty appetite, thus to come to His wardralre c
scious of our own rags, thus to come to His fubnadmitting our own emptiness, thus to come to the
fountain of eternal life feeling that apart fromwie are dead! Then shall we truly pray, even asdbs-
pised publican did!

Poor soul, almost in despair, you think, “I haweright to be here. | am so guilty, | am so vikgdu
are the very sort of sinner Christ died to savet lam sinners who have to pretend to be sinnats, b
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you miserable sinnergoureal sinners!Not you who make marks on your skin, like somegaeg do,

that you may seem to be wounded, but you who ateadsas you can be—you who have sinned so
deeply that you feel as if you were already lost) who lie at hell's dark door, you who are dragged
about by the hair of your head by the foul fiendhe# pit; you who are in your own esteem the wofst

all men! Come to Christ tonight! Make way for theBtand back, for these are the people He came to
save! He has come “to seek and to save that whashlest.” Believe that Christ died to save you, and
you are saved! Throw yourself on His atoning sa@jfand it avails for you at once! Glorify Him by
trusting Him for your salvation! Let Him be yourdfhi Priest, and from first to last, your Savior, el

is yours as surely as you are a living man or wdn@m your way justified rather than the other who
does not need the propitiation of the Lord JesussCiThe Lord bless you! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
PSALM 122; LUKE 18:1-14.

We will read two portions of Scripture relatinggablic worship. The first will be Psalm 122, one of
David’s “Songs of degrees.”

Psalm 122:11 was glad when they said unto me, Let us go imdbuse of the LORD.

“I was glad for my own sake, for | hungered andstad to go into the house of the Lord. | was glad
for the sake of those who offered to go with me,| fdelight to see in others a longing desire twfipby
the means of grace. | was glad when they said metdLet usgo into the house of tHeord.”

2, 3.0ur feet shall stand within your gates, O Jerusaldenusalem is built as a city that is compact
together.

So is every true church of God when it is in a tigastate. There are no divisions, no schisre: “
rusalemis built as a city that is compact together.” In a long straggling street, a dislocated village
but all the houses are rightly and regularly placatd surrounded with strong munitions of defense
against the adversary. May this church always bsesgld with such unity that it shall be as a ciat th
compact together!

4. Where the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORDg uhe testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto
the name of the LORD.

We should go up to the house of God, then, for pwiposes. First, “unto the testimony of Israel,”
thatis, to hear whaGodtestifies to us, and also to publicly testify oonfidence in Him. And, next, we
should go up “to give thanks unto the name of tbhedl” Especially should we do this when we have
been restored from beds of languishing sicknesspama, or when we come up from the house of
mourning. But what is there in God’s house thatusthtempt us to go there?

5. For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrasfebe house of David.

The preaching of the gospel is like the settingotip throne of judgment, “for the Word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edwyeord, piercing, even, to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, end discerner of the thoughts and intents of #eat
And long before the last great judgment day arriaesl the final assize begins, the ministry ofdbs-
pel is God’'s judgment seat at which ungodly men heayn what they are in the sight of the Judge of
all—what their present state of condemnation i, \@hat it will finally be unless they repent!

6. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.

Ask that she may be free from persecution withant] from anything like disturbance within: “Pray
for the peace of Jerusalem.”

6. They shall prosper that love You.

Neglect of the means of grace is the death ofaall-prosperity. But an earnest love of the house of
God, and all who belong to God will bring us tryrisual prosperity.

7-9. Peace be within your walls, and prosperity withouy palaces. For my brethren and compan-
ions’ sakes, | will now say, Peace be within yoecd&ise of the house of the LORD our God | will seek
your good.

Now let us read a short passage out of the gospel@ing to Luke.
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Luke 18:1-7.And He spoke a parable unto them to this end, et ought always to pray, and not
to faint; saying, There was in a city a judge whieared not God, neither regarded man: and there wa
a widow in that city; and she came unto him, sayfxenge me of my adversary. And he would not for
a while: but afterward he said within himself, Tlgbu fear not God, nor regard man; yet because this
widow troubles me, | will avenge her, lest by hentmual coming she weary me. And the Lord said,
hear what the unjust judge says. And shall not &@aehge His own elect which cry day and night unto
Him, though He bear long with them?

He hears their prayer a long time because it doesveary Him. It pleases Him! He loves to hear
their sighs and cries, but will He not yield to ithentreaties? What do you think? Shall not thedyoo
gracious, loving God yield, at length?

8. | tell you that He will avenge them speedily. N&wedess when the Son of man comes, shall He
find faith on the earth?

Faith enough to make such prayers as this? Fagbginto pray with importunity? Oh, if we had
faith enough to resolve to have a blessing andréted never to cease crying to Gaatil we had it
we should have far more favors than we have sgdared from our God!

9-12. And He spoke this parable unto certain which trdstethemselves that they were righteous,
and despised others: two men went up into the &togbray; the one a Pharisee, and the other aipubl
can. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himGeld, | thank You, that | am not as other men are
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as thiblcan. | fast twice in the week, | give titheabfthat |
possess.

A fine peacock, truly! See how he spreads outduashfers and struts before God, glorifying himself?

13. And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote
upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to menaesi.

“The sinner,” it should be—it is emphatically so in @Becek. There is a Pharis¢leerighteous man
according to his own estimate, and all the resevsamners. Here is the publican, héhissinner, and he
thinks everybody else is righteous. These werevigrg conspicuous individuals, the self-righteousima
and the sinner! And they are both here tonightlill mot ask them to stand up, but no doubt they are
both of them present. Now what became of them?

14.1 tell you, this man—

The sinner.

14. Went down to his house justified rather than theentfor everyone that exalts himself shall be
abased; and he that humbles himself shall be ekalte

It is God’s usual method to reverse what man daed,to turn things the other way around: “Every-
one that exalts himself shall be abased; and hehtirables himself shall be exalted.” You remember
how the Virgin Mary, in her song, praised the Ldod this very habit of His: “He has put down the
mighty from their seats and exalted them of lowrdegHe has filled the hungry with good things; and
the rich He has sent away empty.” That is His ragway of working, and He will continue to do so!
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