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“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that H®ved us, and sent
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”
1 John 4:10.

To find love, you have need send a lover; one wisosgis full of love is the most likely to discave
it. John, with love in his heart, soars aloft, arsihg his eagle eyes, looks over all history ahdce,
and at last, he poises himself over one spot, éonds found that for which he was looking, and says
“Herein is love.” There is love in a thousand pkdie the scattered drops of spray on the leaf/ése
forest, but as for the ocean, that is in one pland,when we reach it, we say, “Herein is wateh&re
is love in many places, like wandering beams ditlitput as for the sun, it is in one part of thavens,
and as we look at it, we say, “Herein is light.”, Sderein,” said the apostle, as he looked towdel t
Lord Jehovah, Himself, “Herein is love.” He did rpaiint to his own heart and say, “Herein is loviey’
that was but a little pool filled from the greats# love. He did not look at the Church of God] aay
of all the myriads who counted not their lives deato them, “Herein is love,” for their love waslpn
thereflected brightnesef the great sun of love! No, he looked to GodFlagher, in the splendor of His
condescension in giving His only Son to die for aisgd he said: “Herein is love,” as if all love were
here; love at its utmost height, love at its climiaxe out-doing itself: “Herein is love, not thae loved
God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son tteetopitiation for our sins.”

| have no time for an elaborate discourse, anavkemo desire to preach in such a fashion, but | do
want to get at your hearts by the power of the FBpyrit. There seem to me to be four things intex,
each of which tends to bring out the greatnesswafel love. First, here ikve to the loveless*Herein
is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved’ &econdly, here i®ve to the sinful=“&od loved
us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for ©ins.” Thirdly, here isove providing a propitiation
not passing by sin without atonement, but makimpgogitiation for sin. And, lastly, here is love sen-
dering the Only-Begotten—"God loved us, and sest&bn to be the propitiation for our sins.”

|. First, then, dear friends, that we may see the tdv@od in its fullness, | invite you to think ofitd
LOVE TO THE LOVELESS—"Herein is love, not that waeved God, but that He loved us.”

Now, if man had loved God, God need not have loved. tial of us from our earliest childhood
had loved our God, it would have somewhat less¢hedvonder that He should love us. | can under-
stand that we should marvel at God’s loving usha¥eve had always loved Him, for we are so insig-
nificant that what little love we can give to Himrcnever deserve that He should fix His heart vé lo
upon us. If an ant were in love with an angel, v not, therefore, follow that the angel oughb&oin
love with the ant, yet there is no difference be&twan ant and an angel compared with the difference
between us and God! We arethingand He is all in all!

Yet | admit that if, from our youth up we had ajwdoved God, it would not have seemed so ex-
traordinary a thing, knowing what we do of God,ttHe@ should have loved us, but this is the staytlin
word in our text—"Not that we loved God.” Thereasmegative put there, and the positive assertion is
thatGod did love useven though there is also the negative weatdid not love Himit is very easy for
us to love those who love us. It is hard, sometjrte$ove those who dnot love us, especially if they
are under great obligation to us—and | am surewlaatour case with regard to God. We were deeply in
debt to Him, and we ought to have loved Him withaair heart, mind, soul, and strength; but we did
nothing of the kind! Yet, notwithstanding all th&te loved us. While we were HenemiesHe loved
us, and sent His Son to save us.

Furthermore, let me remark thathen man does love God, it is no very great wanifigou and |
love God; and | hope that we do—if we love Him wéththe fervor of which our hearts are capable, is
there anything, after all, very extraordinary irtlsw@affection? Why, brothers and sistarst to love the
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Lord our God is detestable! To love Him is, in aemse, commendable, but it can never be considered
meritorious! Who can help loving a kind father whs cared for him all his days? Who can help loving
one who has saved him from death? Who can helpdoamne who has laid down his life for him? Sure-
ly, if we are in a right state of heart, we canhelp loving God because He first loved us. Wherdae
love Him, it is not at all wonderful; it would bétle enough return for the great love wherewith hrées
loved us if we gave to Him all the love that we eaer bestow upon anyone—

“Were the whole realm of nature mine,

That were a present far too small!

Love so amazing, so divine,

Demands my soul, my life, my all!”
And, if God’s love gets all that it demands, ieien then but poor returnthat we have made for love
as magnificent as His!

But, beloved, | have been only supposing sometwinigh is not true, for | have been supposing that
we loved God. The fact is otherwise, accordingh® text, for the apostle says, “Not that we loved
God.” Let us think a little of that terrible fadtto not want to preach to you, but | do wish yoyteach
to yourselves, or rather, that the Holy Spirit npagach to you from this passage: “Not that we loved
God.” For many a year we were indifferent to Goé. ¢dme across our path in many ways, but we did
not want to see Him, or to hear about Him. Somasoivere favored by godly training, yet we did our
best to miss the blessing of it. We tried, as nan ® “sow our wild oats.” We did not care to dbaw
God would have us do; we were totally indifferemtHis claims! Yet now, with tears in our eyes, we
can truthfully say that, “He loved us.” We know tiiae Lord loved us even when we were indifferent t
Him!

Worse than that, there were some who were eveittiimg to God. | mean that they spoke ill words
about Him, and about His grace, His day, His peodis cause, His Word. Some spoke exceedingly
proud, and exalted themselves against the Lorddgdoved them. Oh, how it wrings the heart of a-pe
itent sinner to think that God loved him when hesveablasphemer; loved him when he imprecated a
curse upon himself; loved him when God, Himselfjldonot see anything in him that was lovable, and
even loved him when there was not a spot of nagribig as a pin’s head upon which love could have
rested if it had needed to rest on merit at all! @bnder of wonders! “Herein is love, not that wedd
God,” but that we were indifferent to Him, and soeven insulting to Him!

And oh,what rebellion against God there was in some of leearts!How we kicked and struggled
against the idea of yielding to Him! Are there nambers of you who never think of God at all? You g
to your daily work, or to your business, and Godaos at all in your thoughts! If there were no Gad,
would make no difference to some of you, except yba would feel a little more comfortable, and you
would then be glad that there would be no judgndent But, O sirs, this is a sadméserablestate to be
in! If there were no hereafter, and | had to dike la dog, | would choose to love my God, for | fad
peace, a strength, a joy in it that makes life tvdisting! There is nothing here on earth that isrtha
man’s pursuit except his God! If he once knew theslof God, life would wear sunbeams about it; but
apart from that it is a drudgery! To the unbeliewxistence in this world is a horrible slavery.

But, brothers and sisters, it is very wonderfatt®od should love us when we try our hardest to be
rid of Him, when we are at enmity against Him, wivem are opposed, even, to His love, and will not
listen to the gospel of His grace! Yet so He di@;lblved us even in this condition! Perhaps somgaf
do not feel that there is anything very remarkabléhis love of the Lord to the loveless. | sholilek
you to try, if you could, love somebody who hashiog about him that is at all lovable. | hope, dear
Christian people, that you do this, but if you et love the wicked, the ungodly, the injurious te-
ceivers; if you even love those who vilify you, gowho slander you every day, those who despise you
and deride you, and those who are ungrateful t¢ yowu do this, then you will get into some soft
sympathy with God, and you will begin to understaridtle of what His great love must be!

But there are some men who will never know whahsan experience as that is until God’s grace
renews them, for if anybody says half a word agdaimsm, their fist is soon in his eye! If anyoneedo
them the slightest injury, they will remember ihdaresent it as long as they live! Yes, and | amaidf
that there are some who call themselves Christidrtsare of this spirit, and will not forgive. | helaof
a man who was driving an omnibus, and who was hgate of the horses, but he never hit the other.
Someone on the box said to him, “Why don’t you wthip other horse?” “Oh,” he answered, “I never
touchhim, for if | did, when | put him up at night, he wdukick me like a Christian.” When | heard
that, | supposed that there must be some so-daledtians who know how to kick when they get a cut
of the whip—and | am afraid that there are. Buyati can forgive to 70 times seven, and still auundi
to forgive, everthenyou have only done what yaughtto do, for this is what the Lord Jesus com-
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manded His disciples to do; and this is what Gal tiough He was under no obligation to do anything
of the kind! Instead of bearing any resentmentwae full of almighty love. And there are some here,
tonight, who, as they remember the years in whely tived without loving God, must feel that, “here

is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved u

Il. But now, secondly, it greatly enhances the lov&od that it is LOVE TO THE SINFUL.

Remember thaall sins are offenses against Godet it is clear from our text that the Lord loves
those who have offended Him. There are multitudes tave lived a life full of opposition to God, yet
He has loved them all the while, and saved thesr aft!

Remember, too, thabod has a very keen appreciation of what sinltishocks Him, it disgusts
Him—He cannot bear it. He calls it, “this abomirabiing which | hate.” You and | are often calldaas
sin, but God abhors it. His holy soul is stirredrtdignation against it. Yet, notwithstanding that—

“God loved the world of sinners lost

And ruined by the Fall”
and sent His Son into the world to deliver men freim the sin which He loathed and hated, for He de
termined to save them from the sin, itself, andnfrall its terrible results! Well might the hymn-ve |
just quoted go on to sing—

“Oh, ‘twas love, ‘twas wondrous love,

The love of God to me!

It brought my Savior from above,

To die on Calvary.”

Do not forget, also, thahany sins are committed especially against God/s.[bhat is to say, there
are some who even dare to sin the more becauses@Goerciful! There are, no doubt, many who have
become hardened in their lives of sin; though @ shocking thing that it should be so; by the Vet
that they believe God is ready to forgive thensuth is the condition of your hearts, my hearetsyle
assure you that it has also been the case with witweys and yet, notwithstanding such an enornfity o
guilt, they have been saved from their sins. Vefiherein is love.”

In the case of some persoiisese sins have been persisted in and aggravditedre are many
whom God has loved with an everlasting love, andmwlIChrist has redeemed with His precious blood,
who have lived twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixtygeventy years up to their necks in sin; and thatrest
light and knowledge! Some have gone on sinning aitmgh hand more and more, yet almighty love
has come in and saved even them! Never let it begifit that any sinner is beyond the reach of divine
mercy so long as he is in the land of the livingtand here to preach illimitable love, unboundexte
to the vilest of the vile, to those who have noghin them that can deserve consideration from God;
men who ought to be swept into the bottomlesstminae if justice meted out to them their just disse
Even such sinners as these, in multitudes of ins@rhave been washed and made clean through the
blood of Jesus Christ! “Herein is love.”

| do not see how God ever could have shown His lovthe same extent as it is now displayed if
there had never been any sin in the world. | wowtldare to say, as Augustine boldly did concerning
Adam’s sin, Beata culpa!—"“Happy fault!"—because it gave an opportunity thvine love to prove
itself to an extraordinary degree! But | will sdys—if God had made ten thousand worlds, and diirth
up with all His wisdom and power, | do not see hggvcould have manifested His matchless love, even
then, as He displays it now in the fact that Helbasd sinful men and women; and loved them smas t
make them His sons and daughters, and bring theshwédl with Him at His right hand through Jesus
Christ His Son!—

“He gave His Son, His only Son,

To ransom rebel worms!

‘Tis here He makes His goodness known
In its most divine forms.”

| have spoken to you, therefore, of two things #rehance God's love; love to the loveless, and lov
to the sinful. | wish that some poor soul couldegrén through the door of God’s mercy to which Vvéa
pointed, and get a part and lot in these preciocaitans!

lIl. But now, thirdly, one of the things that make Gdd\se seem very wonderful is that it is LOVE
PROVIDING A PROPITIATION.

| have heard it asked, “Why did not God just wgng human sin, and say to the guilty, ‘There,
there, you have done wrong, but | have forgiven"yoNow, if He had done that, what inference would
you have drawn from such action on His part? Celtagiou would not have been able to say, “Herein is
love,” in the sense in which you can now say it.
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If the Lord had thus passed by séin would have seemed little, and divine loveelifthany would
have said, “Oh, well, sin was nothing very greaeraéll. It was an offense against God—He blotted i
out; and there is an end of it!" Is not everyboayehquite certain that we would have spoken lile¢h
We would have concluded that sin was a very trimakter, nothing to worry about, or God would not
have passed it by so readily. But, look: it washsaic awful evil thaHe could not pass it byn His wis-
dom, whose judgment is infallible, sin was not payable except through a propitiatory sacrificeléts
not possible that offenses against the divine nagsuld be wiped out without expiation! God was t
best judge of that question, and now when He sdysre must be a propitiation, but | will provide i
there must be an atonement, but | will arrange“ierein is love,” love seen at a greater heiglaintht
could have been seen in any other way!

Besides, dear friends, by any other method of x@mgosin,love would not have been seen so majes-
tic over all other attributesSuppose that the Lord had simply said, “Well utjio these people have of-
fended, | forgive them, and there is an end ofdharrel”? Then there could not have been exhibited
that wondrous sight which we now see! In the de&tGhrist, the great Propitiation, we see diving-wi
dom planning the way, exercising itself to thedstlto devise a method by which God might be jndt a
yet, “the Justifier of him which believes in JeSughen we see divine justice coming in fully sagsif
by the death of Christ and bowing a glad assettiegardon of the sinner; who is as justly forgiasn
he would, on the other hand, have been rightequshyshed! In the vicarious atonement of our Lord
Jesus Christ, we see all the attributes of Goohgitit the feet of love; all looking up and saytndove,
“We will do your bidding, we will, all of us, co-a@and co-work till the whole Godhead shall be seen
exerting its omniscience and putting forth its opménce, in order that there might be a propitrafar
sin.” “Herein is love.”

Again, | do not see, dear friends, if God had paedl us without expiation, how we ever could have
felt the security of love that we now fdeleel at this moment; | do not know how everyideer, here,
feels, but | feel that | am absolutely safe! | amsirer, but there is no reason on earth, or utider
earth, or in heaven, itself, why | should be serell. My sin has been forgiven me, but what imu
more than that, my Lord Jesus Christ has made awdmplete atonement for all my guilt thitatoes
not even exist as a charge against mhé debt is paid, and the receipt is nailed to dioss, and this
gives me such a perfect peace, such an absoluté desnot think | could have had if | had meredad
in the Scriptures that God had passed by the ghowi a propitiation! He has not passed by the ldm;
has exacted the full penalty for it! And the pep@laving been paid, the atonement having beeneaffer
who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s éle®bur dead sins are buried! Christ, Himself, has pu
them away, and they can never rise against usdgnjent any more. Looking up to our Lord, we can
say, with Toplady—

“Complete atonement You have made,
And to the utmost farthing paid
Whatever Your people owed!

Nor can His wrath on me take place,

If sheltered in Your righteousness,
And sprinkled with Your blood.”

And once morethe stoop of love could never have seemed so gnéabut expiationfor, see, if
God had pardoned sin without atonement, He woulet Isat in the serene majesty of heaven, and we
would have thought that sin was a trifling thingpgether beneath His notice! But now, He that made
all things, and by whom all things consist, takéglee robes of His splendor, and comes down tthéar
What can He be going to do? Blessed spirits, whe leaited around His throne for ages, what is He
doing? He is going to the earth to unite the natir&allen humanity with His own perfect Deity! He
that is God is also to be man! What a wonder! Whatarvel! But there is something more extraordi-
nary to follow; being found in fashion as a marg ttme comes when man’s sinla&d upon Him!
What? Did He beasin? Listen—"Who His own self"—that is, Christ, whomgels worship, the incar-
nate wisdom, without whom was not anything madeé wes made: “who His own self bore our sins in
His own body on the tree.” “Christ has redeemedraim the curse of the law, being made a curse for
us: for it is written, Cursed is everyone that leng a tree.” Why, do you know, sometimes, whem | a
thinking over this wondrous stoop of love, | wistat | could jump into this pulpit, directly, andltgou
what | feel about it? Sometimes, at the dead diitnilgsit up in bed, lost in wonder at the amaZmge
of God in the gift of His dear Son! That | shoulghamit a sin, and that God, Himself, should bear its
punishment! That my guilt should make a propitiatinecessary; and that the Divine Son of God should
suffer in my place! That the necessary expiatiooutth be made; this is surely the greatest wonder of
earth or heaven! It is the greatest marvel that skall be, that He, who is God over all, blesseé\er,
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yet stoops so low as this! | can understand Hispig to poverty, and being a carpenter. | can unde
stand His stooping to hunger and to thirst. | cadeustand His stooping even to death—ihatt He
should bear our sinsthis is the greatest stoop of all! “Herein is |I6v@. blessed Lord Jesus, how must
You have loved us when You did not disdain to b®sen the enormous burden of our sin! Oh, that
these lips had language that | could tell this old,story as my heart often tells it to herseltit B must
leave each one of you to think it over, under #aching of the Holy Spirit, till you, also, feeKé&rein

is love,”

I\V. The last thing on which | am to speak at this tisie OVE SURRENDERING THE ONLY-
BEGOTTEN.

| have shown you wherein God’s love excels aleotbves, it is love to the loveless, love to the s
ful, love providing a propitiation. Now here is tlebmax of the love of God in giving up His only-
begotten Son: “He loved us, and sent His Son tiv@@ropitiation for our sins.”

You do not need for me to say much about this glasur subject. Will you kindly recall the story o
Abraham and his son Isaac going to the mount inahé of Moriah? Put the Lord God and His well-
beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in the pladh®fpatriarch and his son, and you can see tlergic
of the atonement drawn to the life before your eyésu remember how the Lord said to Abraham,
“Take now your son, your only son, Isaac, whom laxe, and get you into the land of Moriah; and of-
fer him there for a burnt offering upon one of theuntains which | will tell you of.” Jesus was Gsd’
Son, His only-begotten Son, whom He loved more #ranof you can ever love your sons or daughters,
for the love of God towards Him is ineffable, immeaeable! It is not possible for me to tell you how
much God loved His Son; but that Son who had alwgiyen Him delight, in whom He was well-
pleased—that Son must endure shame, agonyjesitlif sinners were ever to be saved! How could the
Father give up His Son for such a purpose? | hawgetimes felt as if | could almost rush in and say,
“No! It must not be! The price is too great to kmdofor the rescue of such worthless worms as wg ar
Yet, to ransom any one of us, the Son of God mestdrrificed, and sacrificed, as it were, by His Fa
ther, for thus is it written, “It pleased the Laml bruise Him; He has put Him to grief.” Thus, thes
one point of resemblance between the offering @fids and the propitiatory sacrifice of our Lordues
Christ—it was the Father who had to offer up His sthom He loved so dearly. But there are many
more similarities between these two offerings.

In the 229 chapter of the Book of Genesis, we read that, &hlm rose up early in the morning.”
God also rose early to make this great propitiat@mnour sins. In the everlasting covenant, betie
earth was, He ordained the sacrifice which shoedd His heart. God Himself had done as Abraham did
when he cut the wood for the burnt offering, trgtthe Lord prepared everything for the coming, the
life, and the death of His Son. All that went befar the arrangements of providence was like tlogp€h
ping of the wood and the laying of it in order—evBym eternity the great Father contemplated tlte sa
rifice on Calvary, and went on with all that wasessary for its completion.

Then there was the lifting of the sacrificial laa“Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the
knife to slay his son.” That lifting of the knifa the case of Jesus was, first, when in Gethsemaae:
den, the Father permitted His Son to sweat, agliewgreat drops of blood, and next, when on thescr
He allowed Him to say, “My God, My God, why have wtorsaken Me?” This was the knife for the
sacrificing of the Son. Then came the crushingwfiRedeemer’s soul beneath the mass of human sin.
The great upper and nether millstones of almightsthv pressed and bruised the heart of the Son of
God! Omnipotence put forth all its power to deat the vengeance due to sin! It cried to justicédo
stern, sterner than ever—“Awake, O sword.” Not, t'IMe use the sword,” but, “Awake, O sword,
against My Shepherd, and against the man that ifelfopv, says the Lord of hosts;” and into the very
dust of death the well-beloved Son of God was @dsh

Remember, also, that touching little sentence abbuaham and Isaac—“They went both of them
together.” This was true of Jesus and His Fathesys) a willing sacrifice, and God as willingly siry
dering His dear Son for our sakes. Never forgeFdher’s love in giving up His Son! It used tolael
down in theology that God “has no feeling, neitharts nor passions.” Others may worship a dead, un-
feeling God, if they will, but | do not! The God win | worship can feel far more than any of His erea
tures can! And what He felt when He gave up His &odie, it is not for human lips to tell; this is
among the things which it were unlawful and impbkesfor a man to utter. Just what you would have
felt if you had given your only son. Just what yweauld have felt if you had been Abraham, and you
had offered up your beloved Isaac. Just thatHtiplied by infinity—€id the Eternal Father feel when He
gave His Son to be the propitiation for our sirtdefein is love.” Rightly did we sing just now—

“O love of God, how strong and true!
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Eternal, and yet always new,
Uncomprehended and unbought,
Beyond all knowledge and all thought.
We read You best in Him who came
To bear for us the cross of shame;
Sent by the Father from on high,

Ouir life to live, our death to die.”

When you get home, sit down, say nothing to anybody just try, if you can, to realize that God
actually did give up His only-begotten Son that ywight live through Him, if you are a believer imat
dear Son of God, and you live through Him, if Hedogour griefs, and carried your sorrows. If He was
wounded for your transgressions, and bruised for y@iquities; if He put away all your sins, theadl f
down at His dear feet and weep yourself away. e and sing yourself away! And when you have
done that, come back, again, and go forth to workdim with all your might; and try to love yourlfe
low men at something like the rate at which Gocdetbyou! You will never reach that climax of love,
but aim at getting as near to it as you can—and lédesk you in the effort!

It seems to me so sad that there should be anyibotie world who does not believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and very sad that there should bgaowysinner, here, who does not lay hold on eterna
life as it is set forth in the gospel. You selffrigous people; you who never did any wrong, | doexe
pect you to take any notice of this discourse—yausa wretchedly wrapped up in yourselves that you
care nothing for my blessed Master! You are like ¢blf-made man, of whom | have heard, who used to
adore his own maker—nhis maker being himself. But ytno are poor and needy, burdened with sin and
full of guilt, this is the God for you! This is th@hrist for you! Come and have Him; come and trust
Him, and then sing with all of us who have belieueéHim: “Herein is love, not that we loved God,tbu
that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the patipih for our sins!”

May His blessing rest on you all, for Jesus Clwrisake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
1 JOHN 4; PHILIPPIANS 4:1-9.

1 John 4:1.Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the gpiwhether they are of God: because
many false prophets are gone out into the world.

If John had need to say that in the early mornih@ristianity, | am sure we ought to say it with
greater emphasis today! It is certainly true irsthdays that, “many false prophets are gone ouwittlet
world.” Therefore we, also, must, “try the spinibether they are of God.”

2. Hereby know you the Spirit of God: Every spiritttkanfesses that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh is of God.

If the doctrine of the Incarnation of God in Christdenied, as it was by the first heretics, we may
conclude that the Spirit of God is not in such kéag. Any doctrine which dishonors Christ—whether
in His person, or His offices, or His atonementinoany other way—you may at once conclude is ot o
God, for that which comes from the Spirit of Godrgles Christ. Did not our Lord, Himself, say, con
cerning the Holy Spirit, “He shall glorify Me: fdde shall receive of Mine, and shall show it untori

3. And every spirit that confesses not that Jesuss€iwicome in the flesh is not of God: and this is
that spirit of antichrist, whereof you have heahaitit should come; and even now already is ithe t
world.

The devil is up early at his evil work! We may glebut he never does. This is that spirit of anti-
christ, whereof, “you have heard that it should epand even now already is it in the world.”

4.You are of God, little children, and have overcdhem.

How? By argument? No, but—

4.Because greater is He that is in you, than he ithat the world.

If God’s own Spirit is in you, you need not fealyaof these enemies. “Greater is He that is in you,
than he that is in the world.” If it were a conflisetween you and others who had the Spirit of God
within them, the conflict would be grievous, ane tissue of it would be doubtful. But now that the
struggle is between the Spirit of God who is in,yand the spirit of error that is in the world, yosed
have no question about the ultimate result of tiddd

5, 6. They are of the world: therefore speak they ofwtioeld, and the world hears them. We are of
God: he that knows God hears us; he that is n@ad hears not us. Hereby know we the spirit ohtrut
and the spirit of error.
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If apostolic teaching is denied, those who dengré not of God, for the Spirit of God was in the
apostles, as He is also in all the Lord’s truedreih. By this test we may try many of the spiritghe
present day—“He that knows God hears us; He thabisof God hears not us. Hereby know we the
spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” The apleshow gives us another infallible test by which may
“try the spirits.”

7, 8.Beloved, let us love one another: for love is ofiGand everyone that loves is born of God,
and knows God. He that loves not knows not GodGfadt is love.

Where there is the spirit of enmity, of envy, oide; of contention, there is not the Spirit of God!
That which makes towards love, we may depend updincame forth from love! But that which makes
towards division, contention, emulation and strigenot of God, “for God is love.”

9-12.1In this was manifested the love of God toward esabse that God sent His only-begotten Son
into the world, that some might live through Himerkin is love, not that we loved God but that He
loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiat@mrofir sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ougjht,
S0, to love one another. No man has seen God diraey If we love one another, God dwells in usl an
His love is perfected in us.

We cannot see God, but we dame God, and love, therefore, takes the place of ayas. When
we love God, it is because He dwells in us! Thdiager than seeing Him—to have Him resident within
our spirit, although He is not discernible by thesartal eyes!

13-16.Hereby know we that we dwell in Him, and He inhes;ause He has given us of His Spirit.
And we have seen, and do testify that the Fathar tbe Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever
shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, GodlgdineHim, and he in God. And we have known and
E_elieved the love that God has to us. God is lavet he that dwells in love dwells in God, and God i

im.

These words are very simple, but the lesson thayeypis a very deep one. Most of them are mono-
syllables, but, oh, what marvels of meaning theyFg&pirit enabled the apostle John to put into them!

17, 18.Herein is our love made perfect, that we may haldress in the day of judgment: because
as He is, so are we in this world. There is no fiealove; but perfect love casts out fear: becaiese
has torment.

That is aservilefear, of course, but there is a fear which hasonment in it—that holy fear which
even angels feel when they veil their faces inpfesence of the Most High. There is no tormenhat t
reverent awe, and the more we have of love tow@at$ the more of that filial fear shall we have!tBu
that slavish dread, that awful terror which begeiihin itself dislike, cannot live where true love
planted within the soul—

“Perfect love casts out fear.”

18-20.He that fears is not made perfect in love. We ldira, because He first loved us. If a man
says, | love God, and hates his brother, he isa for he that loves not his brother whom he hasrs
how can he love God, whom he has not seen?

God looked upon us with an eye that saw all oulasith misery, yet He loved us, and He wants us to
have a love which, while it sees all the imperiaatiand all the faults in our fellow men, yet lovbem
notwithstanding all. If we do not love those whora see, the apostle says that we do but lie when we
talk of loving God whom we have not seen.

21.And this commandment have we from Him, That helovies God love his brother, also.

Now let us read what another apostle has to sajgrutme inspiration of the Holy Spirit, upon this
subject of Christian love. Turn to Paul's Epistiehe Philippians, the fourth chapter.

Philippians 4:1. Therefore, my brethren, dearly beloved and longedrhy joy and crown, so stand
fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.

It is a great joy to a minister, as it was to tipesile Paul, to have converts. But that joy is tyea
diminished when they do not stand fast: then, iddegery supposed joy becomes a sorrow and, instead
of the roses which yield a sweet perfume to thedisoservant, thorns begin to prick and wound his
heart.

2.1 beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, thab¢hefythe same mind in the Lord.

Only two women, and we do not know who they weedt,Baul gives each of them a, “beseech™—*I
beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that thef/tbe same mind in the Lord.” If there are only
two of the most obscure sisters in the church wieogaarrelling, their differences ought to be bittug
to an end at once. There should be no disagreeraerisg Christians! Love should reign, peace should

Volume 41 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. 7




8 Love’s Climax Sermon #2394

predominate. If there is anything contrary to sac$tate as that, God grant that it may soon beghiou
to an end!

3. And | entreat you, also, true yoke fellow, helps#gwomen which labored with me in the gospel,
with Clement, also, and with other of my fellondedrs, whose names are in the book of life.

Brother, do all the good you can to help everybeldg to do good! Help those whose names are in
the book of life, even if they are not known anywehelse. Also help the “Clement” whose name is
known—>be sure to help him. Indeed, help everybddgre is an office in the Church of Christ which
we do not sufficiently recognize, but which oughtoe abundantly filled. Paul mentions it in writitg
the Corinthians. He says, “And God has set somienchurch, first apostles, secondarily prophets,
thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then giftbealings, helps, governments, diversities of tasy’ It
is the office of certain Christians to be “help§lay we always have many such “helps” among us! Did
you ever notice that almost every time that Badghwdw is mentioned in Scripture, we read, “and Bar-
tholomew”? He is never spoken of alone, but it igten, “Philip, and Bartholomew,” or, “Bartholomew
and Matthew.” It is good to have some Bartholomew® are always helping somebody else, so that
when there is any good work to be done, Bartholorisealways ready to share in it, for he shall also
have a part in the reward at the last.

4.Rejoice in the Lord always: and again | say, Regoic

The very word, “rejoice,” seems to imply a redugtion. It is joy, and re-joy, joy over again! But
here, you see, it isfaurfold rejoicing; joy, and re-joy; and again | say, jand re-joy! And this is to be
the Christian’s continual experience, for the algosays, “Rejoice in the Loralways”

5, 6.Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Llisrat hand. Be careful for nothing; but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thankstg let your requests be made known unto God.

Have no care, but much prayer. Prayer is the curedre! If you are in trouble, “Let your requests
be made known,” not to your neighbors, but, “untmd®

7, 8. And the peace of God, which passes all understgndihall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatevangs are true, whatever things are honest, whateve
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatehangs are lovely, whatever things are of good re-
port; if there is any virtue, and if there is ansajse, think on these things.

Be on the side of everything that is good and righerything that helps true human progress, every-
thing that increases virtue and purity. As a Clatsttake an interest in everything that helps aken
men true, honest, just, pure, and lovely.

9. Those things, which you have both learned, andivedeand heard and seen in me, do; and the
God of peace shall be with you.

May the Lord fulfill that gracious word to all o6u“The God of peace shall be with you”! Amen.

Adapted fromThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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