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“And kissed him.”
Luke 15:20.

IN the Revised Version, if you will kindly look #&te margin, you will find that the text there reads
“And kissed him much.This is a very good translation of the Greek, Whmgsight bear the meaning,
“Kissed him earnestly,” or “Kissed him eagerly,” ‘ttissed him often.” | prefer to have it in verygoh
language, and therefore adopt the marginal readfinige Revised Version, “Kissed him much,” as the
text of my sermon, the subject of which will bee thverflowing love of God toward the returning sin-
ner.

The first word “and” links us on to all that hadng before. The parable is a very familiar oneityet
is so full of sacred meaning that it always hasedmsh lesson for us. Let us, then, consider taknp-
inaries to this kissing. On the son’s side thers s@mething, and on the father’s side much more. Be
fore the prodigal son received these kisses of, Ibgehad said in the far country, “I will arise agl to
my father.” He had, however, done more than thidigravise his father’s kiss would never have been
upon his cheek. The resolve had become a deedafbke, and came to his father.” A bushel full of
resolutions is of small value; a single grain adqtice is worth the whole. The determination tamet
home is good, but it is when the wandering boy meghe business of really carrying out the good re-
solve that he draws near the blessing. If any of lyere present have long been saying, “I will répken
will turn to God;” leave off resolving, and comeptacticing, and may God in His mercy lead you both
to repent and to believe in Christ!

Before the kisses of love were given, this yourapnrwas on his way to his father, but he would not
have reached him unless his father had come ther paijt of the way. When you give God an inch, He
will give you a mile. If you come a little way toitd, when you are “yet a great way off” He will rtm
meet you. | do not know that the prodigal saw hikér, but his father saw him. The eyes of merey ar
quicker than the eyes of repentance. Even the egerofaith is dim compared with the eye of God’s
love. He sees a sinner long before a sinner saas Hi

| do not suppose that the prodigal traveled vasy.fl should imagine that he came very slowly—

“With heavy heart and downcast eye,

With many a sob and many a sigh.”
He was resolved to come, yet he was half afraid.v|Buread that his fathean. Slow are the steps of
repentance, but swift are the feet of forgiven&sd can run where we can scarcely limp, and if ree a
limping towards Him, He will run towards us. Thésgsses were given in a hurry; the story is narrated
a way that almost makes us realize that such weasdbe; there is a sense of haste in the very mgrdi
of it. His father “ran, and fell on his neck, andded him"—kissed him eagerly. He did not delay@a m
ment, for though he was out of breath, he was nbtod love. “He fell on his neck, and kissed him
much.” There stood his son ready to confess histerefore did his father kiss him all the moreeT
more willing you are to own your sin, the more wid is God to forgive you. When you make a clean
breast of it, God will soon make a clear recordtoHe will wipe out the sin that you do willingly
acknowledge and humbly confess before Him. He et willing to use his lips for confession found
that his father was willing to use his lips fordirsg him.
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See the contrast. There is the son, scarcelyglémithink of embracing his father, yet his fathas
scarcely seen him before he has fallen on his nBo&.condescension of God towards penitent sinners
is very great. He seems to stoop from His thronglarfy to fall upon the neck of a repentant sinizod
on the neck of a sinner! What a wonderful picti€ah you conceive it? | do not think you can, but if
you cannot imagine it, | hope that you will realizeVhen God’s arm is about our neck, and His &ps
on our cheek, kissing us much, then we understaoe than preachers or books can ever tell us of His
condescending love.

The father “saw” his son. There is a great deahat word, “saw.” He saw who it was; he saw
where he had come from; saw the swineherd’s dsasgthe filth upon his hands and feet; saw his;rags
saw his penitent look; saw what he had been; saat W was; and saw what he would soon be. “His
father saw him.” God has a way of seeing men anchevothat you and | cannot understand. He sees
right through us at a glance, as if we were madgasfs; He sees all our past, present and future.

“When he was yet a great way off, his father sam.’hit was not with icy eyes that the father
looked on his returning son. Love leaped into thand as he beheld him, he “had compassion on him;”
that is, he felt for him. There was no anger intieart towards his son; he had nothing but pityhier
poor boy, which had got into such a pitiable candit It was true that it was all his own fault, lbat
did not come before his father's mind. It was ttegesthat he was in, his poverty, his degradatiloat
pale face of his so wan with hunger that toucheddther to the quick. And God has compassion en th
woes and miseries of men. They may have brougint tfoeibles on themselves, and they have indeed
done so, but nevertheless God has compassion tpan tit is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not
consumed, because His compassions fail not.”

We read that the father “ran.” The compassion @d 3 followed by swift movements. He is slow to
anger, but He is quick to bless. He does not talketimme to consider how He shall show His love to
penitent prodigals; that was all done long agdhadternal covenant. He has no need to prepatkdor
return to Him; that was all done on Calvary. Godhes flying in the greatness of His compassion to
help every poor penitent soul—

“On cherub and on cherubim,

Full royally He rode;

And on the wings of mighty winds

Came flying all abroad.”
And when He comes, He comes to kiss. Master Trapp that, if we had read that the father had kicked
his prodigal son, we should not have been very nastbnished. Well, | would have been very greatly
astonished, seeing that the father in the parabketw represent God. But still, his son deservethal
rough treatment that some heartless men might gmes, and had the story been that of a selfish hu-
man father only, it might have been written thas tee was coming near, his father ran at him, and
kicked him.” There are such fathers in the worlthovseem as if they cannot forgive. If he had kicked
him, it would have been no more than he had dedeBet no, what is written in the Bible stands true
for all time, and for every sinner—*He fell on meck, and kissed him;” kissed him eagerly, kissed h
much.

What does this much kissing mean? It signifie$ wigen sinners come to God, He gives them a lov-
ing reception, and a hearty welcome. If any of ywhile | am speaking, shall come to God, expecting
mercy because of the great sacrifice of Chriss, shiall be true of you as it has been true of ntdmus:

“He kissed him much.”

I. First, this much kissing means MUCH LOVE. It meamsch love trulyfelt, for God never gives
an expression of love without feeling it in Hisimte heart. God will never give a Judas-kiss, battay
those whom He embraces. There is no hypocrisy @at; He never kisses those for whom He has no
love. Oh, how God loves sinners! You who repend, @ame to Him, will discover how greatly He loves
you. There is no measuring the love He bears toswod. He has loved you from before the foundation
of the world, and He will love you when time shiaf no more. Oh, the immeasurable love of God to
sinners who come and cast themselves upon His mercy

This much kissing also means much lowanifested God’s people do not always know the great-
ness of His love to them. Sometimes, however,shied abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit whéch
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given to us. Some of us know at times what it idéocalmost too happy to live! The love of God has
been so overpoweringly experienced by us on soroasans that we have almost had to ask for a stay
of the delight because we could not endure any nibtiee glory had not been veiled a little, we ghib
have died of excess of rapture, or happiness. Bdlo@od has wondrous ways of opening His people’s
hearts to the manifestation of His grace. He camr pg not now and then a drop of His love, butagre
and mighty streams. Madame Guyon used to spedhkedtrents of love that come swooping through
the spirit, bearing all before them. The poor pgatlin the parable had so much love manifestednto h
that he might have sung of the torrents of hisddshaffection. That is the way God receives those
whom He saves, giving them not a meager measugsog, but manifesting an overflowing love.

This much kissing means, further, much Ipezceived When his father kissed him much, the poor
prodigal knew, if never before, that his fatherddvhim. He had no doubt about it; he had a clear pe
ception of it. It is very frequently the case tkia first moment a sinner believes in Jesus, he téet
“much” love. God reveals it to him, and he percsiteand enjoys it at the very beginning. Think not
that God always keeps the best wine for the lastgiMes us some of the richest dainties of Hisetéind
first moment we sit there. | recollect the joy thdtad when first | believed in Jesus, and, even,no
looking back upon it, the memory of it is as freshif it were but yesterday. Oh, | could not haee b
lieved that a mortal could be so happy after haliegn so long burdened, and so terribly cast déwn!
did but look to Jesus on the cross, and the crgsloiad was immediately gone, and the heart which
could only sigh and cry by reason of its burdemameto leap and dance and sing for joy. | had faand
Christ all that | wanted, and | rested in the l@fegsod at once. So may it be with you also, if yail
but return to God through Christ. It shall be safigou as of this prodigal, “The father saw himgaan,
and fell on his neck, and kissed him in much love.”

Il. Secondly, this much kissing means MUCH FORGIVENEB#% prodigal had many sins to con-
fess, but before he came to the details of thesifatiner had forgiven him. I love confession of aiter
forgiveness. Some suppose that after we are fargieeare never to confess, but, oh, beloved,titea
that we confess most truly, because we know thié gfusin most really! Then do we plaintively sing—

“My sins, my sins, my Savior,

How sad on You they fall!

Seen through Your gentle patience,
| tenfold feel them all.

| know they are forgiven,

But still their pain to me

Is all the grief and anguish

They laid, my Lord, on Thee.”

To think that Christ should have washed me fromsimg in His own blood makes me feel my sin
the more keenly, and confess it the more humblgreeGod. The picture of this prodigal is marvelgusl
true to the experience of those who return to Gbslfather kissed him with the kiss of forgivenessd
yet, after that, the young man went on to say,l{€gtl have sinned against heaven, and beforeayail,
am no more worthy to be called your son.” Do ndditage, then, to acknowledge your sin to God, even
though you know that in Christ it is all put away.

From this point of view, those kisses meant, fitgour sin is all goneand will never be mentioned
any more. Come to My heart, My son! You have griee sorely and angered Me, but, as a thick
cloud, | have blotted out your transgressions,ad cloud your sins.”

As the father looked upon him, and kissed him muhkre probably came another kiss, which
seemed to sayThere is no soreness left;have not only forgiven, but | have forgotten tdbis all
gone, clean gone. | will never accuse you of it amgre. | will never love you any the less. | witver
treat you as though you were still an unworthy anttustworthy person.” Probably at that there came
another kiss, for do not forgot that his fathergtore him “and kissed him much,” to show that the si
was all forgiven.

There stood the prodigal, overwhelmed by his fédhgoodness, yet remembering his past life. As
he looked on himself, and thought, “I have theskrabs on still, and | have just come from feedimg
swine,” | can imagine that his father would givenrenother kiss, as much as to say, “My boy, | db no
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recollect the past; | am so glad to see you ltliat not see any filth on you, or any raws you, either. |
am so delighted to have you with me once more #sat,would pick up a diamond out of the mire, and
be glad to get the diamond again, so do | pick ypuyou are so precious to me.” This is the gragiou
and glorious way in which God treats those whorreta Him. As for their sin, He has put it away so
that He will not remember it. He forgives like a dGaWell may we adore and magnify His matchless
mercy as we sing—

“In wonder lost, with trembling joy

We take the pardon of our God;

Pardon for crimes of deepest dye;

A pardon bought with Jesus’ blood,;

Who is pardoning God like Thee?

Or who has grace so rich and free?”

“Well,” says one, “can such a wonderful change dake place with me?” By the grace of God it
may be experienced by every person who is willmgeturn to God. | pray God that it may happen now,
and that you may get such assurance of it from\Wbed of God, by the power of His Holy Spirit, and
from a sight of the precious blood of Christ shedyfour redemption, that you may be able to say, “I
understand it now; | see how He kisses all my aimgy; and when it rises, He kisses it away agaid, a
when | think of it with shame, He gives me anotkies; and when | blush all over at the remembrance
of my evil deeds, He kisses me again and agaiassare me that | am fully and freely forgiven.” $hu
the many kisses from the prodigal’s father combiteechake his wayward son feel that his sin was in-
deed all gone. They revealed much love and mugivieness.

lll. These repeated kisses meant, next, FULL RESTORATIDIE prodigal was going to say to his
father, “Make me as one of your hired servantsthimfar country he had resolved to make that reique
but his father, with a kiss, stopped him. By thigskhissonship was ownedby it the father said to the
wretched wanderer, “You are my son.” He gave hichsakiss as he would only give to his own son. |
wonder how many here have ever given such a kiasyone. There sits one who knows something of
such kisses as the prodigal received. That fatlygr’svent astray, and, after years of sin, shee@ack
worn out, to die at home. He received her, foundgenitent, and gladly welcomed her to his house.
Ah, my dear friend, you know something about suslds as those! And you, good woman, whose boy
ran away, you can understand something about theses, too. He left you, and you did not hear from
him for years, and he went on in a very viciousrsewof life. When you did hear from him, it wellare
broke your heart, and when he came back, you hargiyw him. Do you recollect how you took him in?
You felt that you wished that he was the little b@mu used to press to your bosom, but now he was
grown up to be a big man and a great sinner, yetgave him such a kiss, and repeated your welcome
so often, that he will never forget it, nor will ydorget it either. You can understand that thisrev
whelming greeting was like the father saying, “Myybyou are my son. Despite all that you have done,
you belong to me; however far you have gone in wicé folly, | own you. You are bone of my bone,
and flesh of my flesh.” In this parable Christ wibhlave you know, poor sinner, that God will own you
if you come to Him confessing your sin through 3e€hrist. He will gladly receive you, for all thisg
are ready against the day that you return—

“Spread for you the festal board,
See with richest dainties stored,

To your Father’'s bosom pressed,
Yet again a child confessed;

Never from his house to roam,
Come and welcome, sinner, come.”

The father received his son with many kisses, angreved that hiprayer was answeredndeed,
his father heard his prayer before he offered & .whs going to say, “Father, | have sinned,” andsto
for forgiveness, but he got the mercy, and a lasseal it, before the prayer was presented. This al
shall be true of you, O sinner, who are returnmgdur God through Jesus Christ! You shall be permi
ted to pray, and God will answer you. Hear it, patgspairing sinner, whose prayer has seemed to be
shut out from heaven! Come to your Father’'s bosom, rand He will hear your prayers; and, before
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many days are over, you shall have the clearesifptbat you are fully restored to the divine fabgr
answers to your intercessions that shall make yarvehat the Lord’s loving-kindness to you.

Further than this, you shall have all yquivileges restoredeven as this wandering young man was
put among the children when he returned. As youhg®enow in the father’'s house, where he was re-
ceived with the many kisses, he wears a son’s tthieefamily ring is on his finger, and the shoeshaf
home are on his feet. He eats no longer swine'd,fbot children’s bread. Even thus shall it be vyl
if you return to God. Though you look so foul aradsle, and really are even more defiled than you
look; and though you smell so strongly of the hagwng which you have been living that some peo-
ple’s nostrils would turn up at you, your FatheH wot notice these marks of your occupation in fére
country with all its horrible defilement. See hawstfather treats his boy. He kisses him, and kisée
again, because he knows his own child, and, rezognhim as his child, and feeling his fatherly iiea
yearning over him, he gives him kiss after kiss.Ki#ses him much, to make him know that he has full
restoration.

In this repeated kissing we see, then, these thiegs: much love, much forgiveness, and fulloest
ration.

V. But these many kisses meant even more than thisy Tévealed his father's EXCEEDING
JOY. The father’s heart is overflowing with gladseand he cannot restrain his delight. | think hestm
have shown his joy ba repeated lookl will tell you the way | think the father behal/éowards his son
who had been dead, but was alive again, who hau losg but was found. Let me try to describe the
scene. The father has kissed his son, and he brdsihdown; then he comes in front of him, andkeo
at him, and feels so happy that he says, “I mus gou another kiss,” then he walks away a minoe;
he is back again before long, saying to himselfy,“Omust give him another kiss!” He gives him dnot
er, for he is so happy. His heart beats fast; kés feery joyful; the old man would like the musa t
strike up; he wants to be at the dancing; but médavhe satisfies himself by a repeated look at his
long-lost child. Oh, | believe that God looks at sinner, and looks at him again, and keeps onrgok
at him, all the while delighting in the very sighit him, when he is truly repentant, and comes kack
his Father’s house.

The repeated kiss meant, alaorepeated blessindgor every time he put his arms round him, and
kissed him, he kept saying, “Bless you; oh, bless, yny boy!” He felt that his son had brought asble
ing to him by coming back, and he invoked frestssilegs upon his head. Oh, sinner! If you did but
know how God would welcome you, and how He woultklat you, and how He would bless you, sure-
ly you would at once repent, and come to His amuskeeart, and find yourself happy in His love.

The many kisses meant, alsepeated delightlt is a very wonderful thing that it should bethe
power of a sinner to make God glad. He is the happg, the source and spring of all happiness; what
can we add to His blessedness? And yet, speakiagthE manner of men, God’s highest joy lies in
clasping His willful Ephraims to His breast, whee Has heard them bemoaning themselves, and has
seen them arising and returning to their home. @adt that He may see that sight even now, and have
delight because of sinners returning to Himselfs ge believe it shall be even so, because of His-p
ence with us, and because of the gracious workirigeoHoly Spirit. Surely that is the teaching bét
prophet’'s words: “The Lord your God in the midstyou is mighty; He will save, He will rejoice over
you with joy; He will rest in His love, He will jogver you with singing.” Think of the eternal Gadg
ing, and remember that it is because a wanderimgesihas returned to Him that He sings. He joys in
the return of the prodigal, and all heaven sharé4is joy.

V. | have not got through my subject yet. As we takéth look, we find that these many kisses
mean OVERFLOWING COMFORT. This poor young man, ia hungry, faint, and wretched state,
having come a very long way, had not much heahinm His hunger had taken all energy out of him,
and he was so conscious of his guilt that he hadljhthe courage to face his father; so his fathees
him a kiss, as much as to say, “Come, boy, do eadast down; | love you.”

“Oh, the past, the pasiny Father!” he might moan, as he thought of histea years, but he had no
sooner said that than he received another kig$ hés father said, “Never mind the past; | havegfm-
ten all about that.” This is the Lord’s way withd-8aved ones. Their past lies hidden under thedlbbo
atonement. The Lord says by His servant Jeremige fniquity of Israel shall be sought for, andréhe
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shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they sbabe found: for | will pardon them whom | re-
serve.”

But then, perhaps, the young man looked down sridul garments, and saitfhe present my fa-
ther,the presentwhat a dreadful state | am in!” And with anoth&skwould come the answer, “Never
mind the present, my Boy. | am content to have g®you are. | love you.” This, too, is God’s wood t
those who are “accepted in the Beloved.” In spitalbtheir vileness, they are pure and spotless in
Christ, and God says of each one of them, “Sincewere precious in My sight, you have been honora-
ble, and | have loved you. Therefore, though inrgeli you are unworthy; through My dear Son you are
welcome to My home.”

“Oh, but,” the boy might have saitthe future, my Fatherthe future!What would you think if |
should go astray again?” Then would come anothlrkiss, and his father would say, “I will see tet
future, my boy; I will make home so bright for ythat you will never want to go away again.” But God
does more than that for us when we return to Hieanbit only surrounds us with tokens of His love, bu
He says concerning us, “They shall be My peoplé, lawill be their God: and | will give them one
heart, and one way, that they may fear Me foreeeithe good of them, and of their children aftezrn:
and | will make an everlasting covenant with thehat | will not turn away from them, to do them
good; but I will put My fear in their hearts, tithey shall not depart from Me.” Furthermore, Hessty
each returning one, “A new heart also will | giveuy and a new spirit will | put within you: and fliv
take away the stony heart out of your flesh, amilligive you an heart of flesh. And I will put M$pir-
it within you, and cause you to walk in My statytasd you shall keep My judgments, and do them.”

Whatever there was to trouble the son, the fajhge him a kiss to set it all right; and, in likeuma
ner, our God has a love token for every time oftdand dismay which may come to His reconciled
sons. Perhaps one whom | am addressing says, ‘tBoagh | confess my sin, and seek God’s mercy, |
shall still be in sore trouble, for through my simave brought myself down to poverty.” “Thereais
kiss for you,” says the Lord: “Your bread shalldieen you, and your water shall be sure.” “But Y&a
even brought disease upon myself by sin,” sayshanotThere is a kiss for you, for I am Jehovah-
Rophi, the Lord that heals you, who forgives alliyoiquities, who heals all your diseases.” “Bu#nh
dreadfully down at the heel,” says another. Thedlgives you also a kiss, and says, “I will lift yap
and provide for all your needs. No good thing wivithhold from them that walk uprightly.” All the
promises in this Book belong to every repentanbesinwho returns to God believing in Jesus Christ,
His Son.

The father of the prodigal kissed his son mucld, #ws made him feel happy there and then. Poor
souls, when they come to Christ, are in a dregulfight, and some of them hardly know where they are
| have known them talk a lot of nonsense in thespahir, and say hard and wicked things of Godeir th
dreadful doubt. The Lord gives no answer to alt,teacept a kiss, and then another kiss. Nothirtg pu
the penitent so much at rest as the Lord’s repeagsdrance of His unchanging love. Such a one the
Lord has often received, “and kissed him much,t tha@ might fetch him up even from the horrible pit,
and set his feet upon a rock, and establish hisggoiThe Lord grant that many whom | am addressing
may understand what | am talking about!

VI. And now for our sixth head, though you will thinlain getting to be like the old Puritans with
these many heads. But | cannot help it, for theaeynkisses had many meanings: love, forgiveness, re
toration, joy, and comfort were in them, and alS&RONG ASSURANCE.

The father kissed his son much to make him qu@team that it wasll real. The prodigal, in receiv-
ing those many kisses, might say to himself, “Alstlove must be true, for a little while ago | hetéhe
hogs grunt, and now | hear nothing but the kisses fmy dear father’s lips.” So his father gave him
another kiss, for there was no way of convincing kiat the first was real like repeating it; anthiére
lingered any doubt about the second, the fathee am yet a third. If, when the dream of old wasi-do
bled, the interpretation was sure, these repeassg«k left no room for doubt. The father renewed th
tokens of his love that his son might be fully assof its reality.

He did it that in the future it mighmever be questione®&ome of us were brought so low before we
were converted that God gave us an excess of j@nwie saved us, that we might never forget it.
Sometimes the devil says to me, “You are no chilod.” | have long ago given up answering him,
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for | find that it is a waste of time to argue wighch a crafty old liar as he is; he knows too miach
me. But if | must answer him, | say, “Why, | remegnbvhen | was saved by the Lord! | can never for-
get even the very spot of ground where first | sayvSavior; there and then my joy rolled in like som
great Atlantic billow, and burst in mighty foam bliss, covering all things. | cannot forget it.” dthis

an argument which even the devil cannot answehdorannot make me believe that such a thing never
happened. The Father kissed me much, and | rematrfbétrwell. The Lord gives to some of us such a
clear deliverance, such a bright, sunshiny dayaiconversion, that henceforth we cannot question o
state before Him, but must believe that we arenatirsaved.

The father put the assurance of this poor retgrpirodigal beyond all doubt. If the first kissesrave
given privately, when only the father and son waesent, it is quite certain that, afterwards, isséd
him before menwhere others could see him. He kissed him muc¢harpresence of the household, that
they also might not be calling in question thatwas his father’s child. It was a pity that the eldeoth-
er was not there also. You see he was away ini¢lte He was more interested in the crops thamen t
reception of his brother. | have known such a eneodern days. He was a man who did not come out
to weekly evening services. He was such a man sinbss that he did not come out on a Thursday
night, and the prodigal came home at such a time sa the elder brother did not see the fathelivece
him. If he lived now, he would probably not comethe church meetings; he would be too busy. So he
would not get to know about the reception of pertienners. But the father, when he received tbat s
of his, intended all to know, once for all, thatas indeed his child. Oh, that you might get thesay
kisses even now! If they are given to you, you \udlve, for the rest of your life, strong assuradee
rived from the happiness of your first days.

VII. | have done when | have said that | think that heeehave a specimen of the INTIMATE
COMMUNION which the Lord often gives to sinners whthey first come to Him. “His father saw
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell ondu&,rand kissed him much.”

You see, this wabefore the family fellowshiBefore the servants had prepared the meal, before
there had been any music or dancing in the farhit/father kissed him. He would have cared little f
all their songs, and have valued but slightly kiseption by the servants, if, first of all, he mad been
welcomed to his father’'s heart. So is it with ug meed first to have fellowship with God before we
think much of union with His people. Before | gojtan a church, | want my Father’s kiss. Before the
pastor gives me the right hand of fellowship, | wary heavenly Father’s right hand to welcome me.
Before | become recognized by God’s people herevigel want a private recognition from the great
Father above; and that He gives to all who comidito as the prodigal came to his father. May he give
it to some of you now!

This kissing, also, wasefore the table communio¥iou know that the prodigal was afterwards to sit
at his father’s table, and to eat of the fatted ¢alt before that, his father kissed him. He wosddrcely
have been able to sit easily at the feast withbetprevious kisses of love. The table communion, to
which we are invited, is very sweet. To eat theHland drink the blood of Christ, in symbol, in tire
dinance of the Lord’s Supper, is, indeed, a blesised; but | want to have communion with God bg th
way of the kiss of love before | come there. “Laimbkiss me with the kisses of His mouth.” This is
something private, ravishing, and sweet. God d¢ite many of you! May you get the many kisses of
your Father’'s mouth before you come into the chuocho the communion table!

These many kisses likewise cabefore the public rejoicingThe friends and neighbors were invit-
ed to share in the feast. But think how shamefalsedon would have been in their presence, it, ifs
all, he had not found a place in his father’s lowehad not been quite sure of it. He would alninaste
been inclined to run away again. But the father kiaded him much, and so he could meet the curious
gaze of old friends with a smiling face, until amgkind remarks they might have thought of making
died away, killed by his evident joy in his fath#ris a hard thing for a man to confess Chrigtafhas
not had an overwhelming sense of communion with.HBot when we are lifted to the skies in the rap-
ture God gives to us, it becomes easy, not onfade the world, but to win the sympathy of everstho
who might have opposed themselves. This is why gaamverts are frequently used to lead others into
the light; the Lord’s many kisses of forgivenesseéngo recently been given to them, that their words
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catch the fragrance of divine love as they pasdipisejust touched by the Lord. Alas, that any dbou
ever lose their first love, and forget the many&sthey have received from their heavenly Father!

Lastly, all this was givebefore the meeting with the elder brothHrthe prodigal son had known
what the elder brother thought and said, | woultlhreve wondered at all if he had run off, and never
come back at all. He might have come near hometla hearing what his brother said, have stolen
away again. Yes, but before that could happenfatiger had given him the many kisses. Poor sinner!
You have come in here, and perhaps you have fdum&avior. It may be that you will go and speak to
some Christian man, and he will be afraid to saghto you. | do not wonder that he should doubt, you
for you are not, in yourself, as yet a particularlge sort of person to talk to. But, if you getuyd-a-
ther's many kisses, you will not mind your eldeottver being a little hard on you. Occasionally ahe
of one who wished to join the church, saying, “eato see the elders, and one of them was rather
rough with me. | shall never come again.” Whatupst man you must be! Is it not their duty to be a
little rough with some of you, lest you should deeeyourselves, and be mistaken about your true3ta
We desire lovingly to bring you to Christ, and iéwre afraid that you really have not yet come hack
God, with penitence and faith, should we not telli 5o, like honest men? But suppose that you have
really come, and your brother is mistaken; go aetdagkiss from your Father, and never mind your
brother. He may remind you how you have squandgoed living, painting the picture even blacker
than it ought to be; but your Father’s kisses midlke you forget your brother’s frowns. If you thittiat
in the household of faith you will find everybodymiable, and everyone willing to help you, you viaé
greatly mistaken. Young Christians are often fregi#d when they come across some who, from fre-
guent disappointment of their hopes, or from a m@tspirit of caution, or perhaps from a lack oirsp
itual life, receive but coldly those upon whom tRather has lavished much love. If that is your case
never mind these cross-grained elder brethreramether kiss from your Father. Perhaps the redgsn i
written, “He kissed hinmuch,” was because the elder brother, when he came meawbuld treat him
so coldly, and so angrily refuse to join in thesfea

Lord, give to many poor trembling souls the widl tcome to You! Bring many sinners to Your
blessed feet, and while they are yet a great wyrawh and meet them; fall on their neck, give them
many kisses of love, and fill them to the full witbavenly delight, for Jesus Christ’'s sake! Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Luke 15.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—568, 521, 548.

The publishers desire to call special attentioth&ofirst sermon in the new volume tie Metropolitan Tabernacle Pul-
pit. It is entitled, “Gratitude for Deliverance fromet Grave,” and is the first sermon that Mr. Spurgkas been able to re-
vise since his long illness. The text is Psalm 11818: “I shall not die, but live, and declare therks of the Lord. The Lord
has chastened me sore: but He has not given maunte@ideath.” Both preacher and publisher wouldlad if friends, who
have been profited by reading the sermons, wottddace them to others who at present are not augdawith them.

An lllustrated Catalog of Mr. Spurgeon’s Workst gp in a most attractive style, has just beeneiddwy Messrs. Pass-
more & Alabaster, who will, on application, be med to forward it, accompanied by a List of Textd aubjects of more
than 2,200 Sermons.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
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