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“Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephid. And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men,
and go out, fight with Amalek: tomorrow | will stashon the top of the hill with the rod of God in nmhand.”
Exodus 17:8, 9.

IN trying to understand the truth of God we argiiaat danger of being one-sided. One man catches
at part of a truth, and says, “That is it, and tkahe whole of it.” Another man lays hold of anet side
of truth, and he says, “This is the whole of itrfidastraightaway there arises a contention betwsem.t
They are like the men who quarreled as to the nahiafrwhich a certain shield was made. One of them
said that it was a golden shield; the other wasalgsure that it was a silver one; whereas, ihap-
pened that it was gold on one side and silver enother. So they fiercely wrangled when they might
very well have been agreed if they had known ke littore. Most truths have two sides, and it is well
try to see both of them. Nearly every doctrineha Word of God is balanced by some other doctrine,
and many of the differences among the people of iizo@ arisen from the undue stress which has been
laid on one aspect of truth, while the other sids been altogether neglected. This danger very fre-
guently besets us. For instance, some see theesgnir of God, and are so carried away with that su
lime truth, that they deny the responsibility ofrméhey thus both wrest the doctrine they do knamd
fight against the doctrine they do not know. Otheas see the universality of the gospel invitatoil
with large hearts can urge all men to turn unto @nod live, but they have never seen the specidlty o
this redemptive work of Christ, and so fail to ureland the eternal purpose of God to save His chose
people. Running away with half a truth, they ake Imen that go through the wilderness wearing only
one shoe, and they become lame in one foot, andnidlees them limp all over. It does not matter \hic
foot it is that is lame; the man is a cripple ther foot is thus afflicted.

It is essential for us to hold our minds readydoeive whatever the Holy Spirit teaches, and fre-
guently to accept truths which we cannot harmonibave long ago given up all attempts to reconcile
what God has revealed in one part of the Bible witlat He has made known in another part. If | fimd
God’s Word doctrines which appear to me to be atmae with the teaching in other passages, |cay t
myself, “God knows where these things harmonizd,ibkle had wanted me to know it, He would have
told me. As He has not told me, why should | wanryself about the matter? | am not going to specu-
late and theorize as to where these truths meetyilld cast a bridge of gossamer across the dgpép
which | fancy | see, and then trust myself to ad#lar that cannot bear my weight.” “The secret things
belong unto the Lord our God, but those things Wwlaoe revealed belong unto us and to our children
forever.” One said to me, the other day, conceriwm great doctrines, “How do you make these two
agree?” | answered by first asking another questidow do | make two things agree that never fell
out? There is no need for me to attempt anythinthe@kind. These two truths are perfectly recomdda
and as they come from God’s mouth, it would beiidlt for you to show that they do not agreeitas
is for me to show that they do agree.” God doessagt“Yes” and “No.” The Lord does not blow hot
and cold. If He reveals two doctrines which apptlyecontradict each other, yet are they both true,
since both are spoken by the God who cannot lié,ifancannot see how they can both be true, it-com
forts me to think that | am not asked to see @ml expected to believe it, and God’s grace giveshae
faith to do even that. In fact, | rather like afidifilty, for then there is an opportunity for theeecise of
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faith. It is glorious, when one is sailing, to comght up under the lee of a great rock, and tacd®-
pelled to say, “Well, | cannot proceed any furtties way.” What then? Why, just let your anchor
down, and make a harbor of the rock, and lie tla¢nest while stormy winds blow. That is what you
should do with difficult doctrines; make a quietvba of the mysterious truth, and let it shelter you
time of doubt or despondency. When the storm isg@isyou will find that there are other ways fouyo
to go where it is perfectly plain sailing. Seeigtt the revelation is divine, there must be mysteri
which mortals cannot understand at present. Letoansfort ourselves with our Savior’'s words, “What
you know not now, you shall know hereafter.” Sonay the way will be made plain before us, and
meanwhile, our attitude should be that of trusthildren, who believe implicitly whatever their iog
father tells them, whether they comprehend it dr no

In the present discourse, | am going to take updets of truths which are rather varied, and yet a
very practical withal. My range of thought will leetensive, but I will not wander from the inciddra-
fore us. There are four things which have been estgd to my mind while meditating upon this text
and its surroundings, each of which may be viewethftwo standpoints. First, in this assault of Ama-
lek on the people of God, we geersecution in its double aspe8&econdly, in the rod of Moses we be-
hold instrumentality in its double relatiohirdly, in the battle we obserypgudence in its double activ-
ity. And lastly, in the leaders of the people we aminded ofChrist in His double capacitas He
pleads for us yonder and fights for us here.

l. First, let us look at PERSECUTION IN ITS DOUBLE ASET. On the one hand, notice that this
attack upon Israel was Amalek’s great sin, on aetotiwhich the nation was doomed to be extirpated.
Because of this, God said, “I will utterly put dbe remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.” But,
on the other hand, this assault was the resulérakl's sin, for it is significantly put after tistrife of
Massah and MeribaliThen came Amalek, and fought with Israel in RephidimtieTpoint is this; per-
secution may come to you from evil men, distindtlym them, and it may be their wicked free will
which makes them assail you, and yet, at the san® it may be your sin which lies at the bottomtpf
and because you have erred, they have been petnatid even appointed, to bring trouble upon you.
Let us think of these two things.

Notice well thatassaults upon us may arise from the sins of otheis right that we should recog-
nize this, lest in the dark day we should becomgulyndiscouraged. Persecution often arises because
we come into conflict with wicked men, but God wildge our adversaries; He will remember His cov-
enant with His people, and deliver us from the hainall our enemies.

These Amalekites attacked Israel, and greatlyesinn so doing, for they were the first that made
war against God’s people. He who had so graciotlshgen and kept them, who with a mighty hand and
an outstretched arm had brought them through the $&&, had espoused their cause, and His word,
“Touch not My anointed, and do My prophets no haimmad been a kind of shield to Israel in her earli-
est days. Though Abraham and others had, at tigueg forth to battle, nobody had fought with Israel
since she had become a nation, and, by mighty sigdsvonders had been delivered from the hand of
Pharaoh and the bondage of Egypt. But Amalek dimsbng the nations dared to assail the chosen people
of God, and therefore a stern doom was decreedhstgaim. He had heard what great things God had
done for His people, and yet he presumed to fightrest them, and in so doing impiously lifted up hi
hand against Jehovah Himself. He became the le@adbkis particular form of evil, and thus assumed a
fearful responsibility, and assured to himselfraildde judgment.

But the impiety was still worse, for Amalek wentt@f his way to attack Israel. The people had not
come into his territory; they were a good way offand were passing quietly by; but we read, “Then
cameAmalek.” His envy was stirred up so much that hemeaway from his own region to fight with
Israel without any provocation. Amalek was a dedean of Esau, and the hate of Esau towards Jacob
so burned in the breast of Amalek towards Isrd@t he came a long journey in order that he might a
once, without proclaiming war, fall suddenly upbe hosts of Israel. Because the attack was thus wan
ton, he had to suffer the stern judgment of God.rna wicked men imagine that because God is in
heaven and they are upon the earth, they can mplinity oppose His people. “He that sits in thevhea
ens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in denisiWoe be to the man who wantonly attacks the
saints of the Most High God! Be not disquieted, idcof God, if this is your case! “Fret not youlfse
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because of evildoers, neither be you envious agthesworkers of iniquity. For they shall soon he c
down like the grass, and wither as the green herb.”

Moreover, Amalek in this act went forth to figlgaanst God Himself. It was not with Israel alone
that he warred; he battled also with Jehovah, thd & Israel. In the words of the sixteenth veese,
some translate them, Amalek had laid his hands dperthrone of God; therefore God laid His own
hand upon the throne, and swore by His throneHleatvould uproot Amalek from among the nations. It
was because the opposition to the Israelites wamdily on account of God Himself that therefonm-A
alek had to be cut off. Dear brothers and sistens,and | may be assailed by wicked men, and we may
distinctly trace the whole of it to their malicandato their enmity against God Himself, but thoulyat
may be all true, yet we must not therefore be duesemalicious towards them. Neither must we be
proud, as though we were innocent, and they alosre \guilty. Wicked men nailed our Savior to the
cross, but His prayer for them was, “Father, foegikem; for they know not what they do.” Dearly be-
loved, if the ungodly hate you, and persecute woenge not yourselves, but rather give place tdhyra
for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine; | will repagays the Lord.” When you are persecuted for fight
eousness’ sake, the Lord takes notice of it. “S&aayl, why do you persecutée?” was the word which
came from the excellent glory to him who journeyedamascus, “breathing out threats and slaughter
against the disciples of the Lord.” When he persmtthem, he was really persecuting their Master. B
not, then, troubled if men revile you, and perseowdu, and say all manner of evil against you fgse
for Christ’s sake, but rather “Rejoice and be erasgly glad: for great is your reward in heavenmn: $o
persecuted they the prophets which were before’ yamave the issue with the Lord; the battle is His,
and He will, in His own time and way, overthrow Hik and your adversaries.

Let us now turn our thoughts to the other aspéthie subject. The guilt of ungodly men in perse-
cuting God’s people is not inconsistent with my mstatement thaaissaults upon us may also arise
from our own sinsWe may have brought the evil upon ourselves,veemdiad better look to it that there
is not a sin of our own that lies at the root ofaivive suffer, for it was so with these people. Wtiery
had chided with Moses, and murmured against Gdtkn came Amalek.”

Israel had been quarrelling with God. Do you wantleen, that other people quarreled with them?
You may often read your sin in its punishment, ahgpu had prophetic eye enough, you might see
your chastening in your offense. Many a time owesi¢y to others is the reason for God’s apparent s
verity with us. If we have withheld from the poare need not wonder if God withholds from us, and if
we have been slow to forgive, we need not marvekifdo not soon get a sense of forgiveness for our-
selves. We often urge people to do unto otherseasvould that they should do unto us. Let me rever-
ently say another thing—do unto God as you wouid @od should do unto you, for “with the froward
God will show Himself froward.” That ink with whiclve wrote the ill word, God will use in the writing
down of our sentence. It was so in this case; lisraarreled with God, and now Amalek quarrels with
Israel.

They put a question about God, “Is the Lord amosgor not?"—a horrible question, since it in-
volved a doubt as to the veracity of Moses, antbate reality of all the great wonders which were
worked in Egypt and in the wilderness. But, becahbsg questioned God, God makes it a serious ques-
tion between them and Amalek—a question which,afarhile, seemed to be answered favorably, for
Israel prevailed. But soon it was answered unfaMgraor Amalek prevailed. The conflicting hosts
sway to and fro on the battlefield, first victotisen vanquished; again conquering; then once nme ¢
qguered. How will the terrible struggle end? No wenthat God puts the issue in question, when they
had put Him in question. If you question God, Hdl ®bon leave you to question yourselves. | do not
wonder that men say, “Have | any faith?” when thegin to doubt the very inspiration of Scripture.
What is the good of having any faith when thereathing left for you to believe? You may well fear
build upon that Scripture whose very foundations yave undermined. If we make God a question,
God will make our safety a question, and we shaleha stern fight for it.

Moreover, we find that Israel had uttered thregainst Moses, so that he said, “They are almost
ready to stone me.” Now, if they would stone thenmo& God, is it at all amazing that the men of the
world were ready to kill them? If you go against9é¢se, God will send Amalek against you, for remem-
ber that God chastens His people. Though He fosgide chastens, and He chastens all the more be-
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cause He forgives. He condemns us in our consaemicat He may not condemn us at the judgement
seat. He afflicts us here, that we may not be dgstr with the world at the end. Now is the dayh# t
believer’'s chastisement for his benefit. By andnilybe the time of the unbeliever's punishment,ieth
shall bring him no benefit, but shall be the jusward of his evil deeds. Child of God, do you wish
receive chastisement? You have only to go intoamad, you may rest assured that you will not escape
the rod. If you are a bastard, you may, perhapsasd prosper, but if you are a true-born childsof,
you cannot sin without smarting for it—

“Did | meet no trials here,

No chastisement by the way,

Might I not, with reason, fear

| should prove a castaway?

Bastards may escape the rod,

Sunk in earthly vain delight;

But the true-born child of God

Must not, would not if he might.”

So there is our first point. We may sometimes yusliarge our afflictions upon the evil intent ofun
godly men, and yet, at the same time, we may haebdrge them also upon ourselves. It may be equal-
ly true that we have procured them by our own shipd stumbling in the ways of the Lord, as that evi
men have wickedly raised their hands against usw®en attacks are made upon us, let us be more
careful to search our own hearts, and examine wur lives, than to condemn the faults of other men.
To their God they will have to render their own @aat.

Il. In the second place, let us think of INSTRUMENTAMTN ITS DOUBLE RELATION. Here,
again, another contrast is to be found in the aext its connection. If you will notice, in the hfverse,
God says to Moses, “Take with you of the eldertsadel; andyour rod, with which you smote the riv-
er,” but when Moses talks about the rod, in theémirerse, which forms our text, he says, “Tomortow
will stand on the top of the hill witthe rod of Godn my hand.” In both verses it is the same rod Wwhic
is spoken of. God calls it the rod of Moses; Mosats it the rod of God, and both these expressamas
true. | want you to recollect that. The first igdr it is the rod of Moses; that is the human sate] in
this connection it is sometimes called the rod aiskl, and sometimes the rod of Aaron. But the divin
side is just as noticeable, and then it is callesl rod of God. With reference to the instrumentalit
which God is pleased to use, we must thus remeitgewrofold nature, and look on both sides of the
shield.

One side is thaBod calls it the rod of Moses, and so honors hivherever there is an opportunity
of doing honor to the faith of His own servantsdG@® never slow to use it. He is a King who delgytat
give glory to His warriors when they behave theweelbravely in the heat of battle. It gives Him
pleasure to knight them on the field, and let themow that they have done well. At the end He way s
to those who have been valiant for His cause, “Wehe, good and faithful servants.” Even here He
gives His chosen a foretaste of that full appravhich will make their heaven complete. God is not
afraid of spoiling His people by saying a good waflibut them. You remember the story of the man
who had a good wife, and one said to him, “Why, ish@orth her weight in gold.” “Yes,” he said, “she
is worth a Gibraltar rock in gold, but | never tie#r that. You know that it is necessary to mamths-
cipline, and, if | were to tell her how much I ngalalue her, she would not know herself.” Wellywno
that is wrong. It does people good to be told hayhlly we value them. There are many a Christian man
and woman who would do better if now and then soraamould speak a kindly word to them, and let
them know that they had done well. God Himself gius an example of this, for He here puts honor on
His servant, by saying to Mosé¥,our rod, with which you smote the river, take in yoand, and go.”
Moses was the instrument whom God used againstBimaand though his rod was in itself only a
common stick, yet it was he who used the rod, amaas really that rod with which he smote the river
God actually did use him, and it is not God’s wayuse a man, and then say nothing about it. God as-
cribes to Moses what Moses really did. We must ndespise the instrumentality which God uses. The
tendency of our nature is to run to the other emé&reand to rest in instrumentality. We often neecet
member that word, “Cursed be the man that trusisan, and makes flesh his arm, and whose heart de-
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parts from the Lord.” But in trying to avoid thaick, we must not run on the other, and slightrall i
strumentality. God will have His servants esteenasdi, if He puts honor upon them, we cannot be
wrong if we also honor them.

Moreover, it really was the rod of Moses, and wonbt so well have fitted any other hand. God
does not put into a position of influence a martuaof the post. Even Moses did not work wonderthwi
the rod until he had renounced the riches of Egypd, borne the burden of life in the wildernesseréh
was a fitness in the fact of the rod being in thachof such a man. He had no rod when, in hislffesh
energy, he slew the Egyptian whom he found opprgdsie Hebrew slave. Had it then been in his hand,
what sad havoc he might have made! But now he missdGod directed. In fact, the rod was the symbol
of his authority, and that authority was not besidwipon him until he was qualified to exercise it.
Thus, in a very real sense, it was the rod of Mokeaddition to this, it was the faith of Mosesiarh
gave power to his rod; he himself was the conduztahe divine energy. Had the rod been wielded by
another man, self-appointed, and lacking the cenfté¢ which Moses had come to possess in God, it
would have been simply a powerless stick, but beeaf his authority, and because of his faith,asw
fit to call it “the rod of Moses.” When a man isigently used of God, let us be quick to recogniee t
special qualities which render him worthy to bedjsend let us esteem him very highly in love fa hi
work’s sake. Thus we see that God calls the alnwadch, which did such wonders in Egypt and at the
Red Sea, the rod of Moses.

On the other handJloses calls it the rod of God and so honors Ggée whom God uses gives God
the praise, for God is ever the source of our gtterand if any work is done that is worth doingtau
Him must be ascribed all the glory. It was not is &wn might that Moses turned the waters of the Ni
into blood, and caused the fish to die. It washyany power inherent in himself that he made tin&t d
of Egypt to live, and become a terrible plaguehi® people. It was not by any human magic that Moses
divided the Red Sea, and made a way for the rargoigon to march through its depths. No one knew
better than he that the instrument that brandedtbast of the Red Sea, and left a dry mark where i
fell, was the rod of God, not man’s. It is He aldhat does great wonders, and unto His nhame libkeall
praise.“Non nobis, Domine,’must ever be our Psalm of adoration unto JehdWdt; unto us, O Lord;
not unto us, but unto Your name, give glory.”

Let us learn, from these words of Moses, thatumséntality is not to be decried or despised, for
God uses it; but the instrument must never be a&tbto usurp the place of God, for it must be always
remembered that it iI§od who uses it. The axe must not exalt itself aganst that cuts with it, but,
when there are trees to be felled, it would beyftdl throw the axe away. The net must not be made a
god that we may sacrifice to it, but it would béeitb go fishing without a net. Use your agencied a
your instrumentalities to the very fullest extdmif understand that it is God that works in youd &od
that works by you, if anything is accomplished tisavorthy of record.

Thus | have given you two sets of things in whiicls easy enough to blunder if you shut one of
your eyes, or if you only look at them in one lightst, the persecution of God’s people; and, seép
the instrumentality used in God'’s service.

lIl. And now, for a third thing. Behold, in this incidePRUDENCE IN ITS DOUBLE ACTIVITY.
You have that in the text. Moses said unto Jost@iagose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek.”
To which Joshua might have replied, “Yes, | wiladly do that, and you will go, too, Moses, and figh
will you not?” No, no, he will not. “Tomorrow | wllstand on the top of the hill with the rod of Giod
my hand.” You see, as Oliver Cromwell would haveéipiyprudence trusts in God, and keeps its powder
dry. Prudence prays with Moses, while it fightshndbshua. In like manner, in the activities of baly
faith, we must learn to balance work and worshipyer for victory and conflict with the enemy.

In the case before us, we see tiha& means are not neglectddoses did not call all the people to
pray when it was time for fighting. He prayed, btuthe same time he set the battle in array. Bhigie
wisdom, for “faith without works is dead.” We carrexpect to have souls saved if we pray and never
preach. We cannot expect to have our children sdwed only pray for them night and morning, and
never speak to them about eternal matters, andotdanstruct them in the things of God. The means
must not be neglected.
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Observe how Moses prepared to fight the Amalekiessaid to JoshuaChoose us out men.He
did not lose sight of the necessity of having tittest warriors, because his trust was in Godoife-
one, seeing only one side of the question, had donhém, and said, “The battle is the Lord’s, why d
you want to pick the men? Will not one man do a#l a® another?” Moses would probably have re-
plied, “These Amalekites are mighty warriors. Tak®sen men—men that are able-bodied, men that
are expert in war; the choicest men you can fimd, go to war with Amalek. We shall need our best
men to overcome such a foe. Choose us out mens’igtai rule without exception, when you go to work
for Christ, bring forth the best of everything tlyau have, your best thought, your best knowlegigar
best ability. Let the church always see to it gta tries to get the best men she can to fighbatiges of
the Lord. It is a mistake to suppose that anybodlydws for Christian work. Christ may use whom He
wills, even the weakest things, and the things #natdespised; but as for us, we must always look t
that which is most adapted to the work, most sietédr it, always hearkening to the words of Motes
Joshua, “Choose us out men.”

The leader was also chosen—“Moses said Un&hua.” He did not pick up the first youth that he
met, and say to him, “Go and fight these AmaleKitbat he took the man whom God had fitted for the
post of leader in the war, even Joshua, and saithtp“Go out; fight with Amalek.” It is well for s, in
carrying on the work and warfare for God, to rallynd those whom God has qualified to be leaders.
Means are not to be neglected, nor may God’s werkidne in a slovenly style. Choose you out men,
and let the leader of them be a choice man, theah&@wod's choice.

The time for the battle was also chos@remorrow | will stand on the top of the hill.” Why not to-
night, Moses? These Amalekites have just beemépllpon you. Why not fight them at once? Well, be-
cause the people were not ready; it would takétla time to get the fighting men in order. Tomavro
was quite soon enough. Besides, Moses felt bynicisthat he would fight these children of the wilde
ness best when he could see them; not by nightn wiey knew the way better than he did, but by day-
light. To those of you who earnestly desire to seBod, | would say—Do not be in too great a hurry,
lest your indiscreet zeal should bring disastemuypau. “He that believes shall not make haste.” ¢3eo
the best time. Serve God wisely. Go about the vasrk all depended upon you, and then trust in God,
knowing that all depends upon Him. Use the samesight, the same judgment, the same care that you
would use if it were solely your own work, and theamen you have done that, fall back upon God; feel
ing that all your care and all your foresight via# in vain unless He stretches forth His hand tp, lzend
to ensure success.

Note, again, that the battle was most real. Mdsgsot say, “Choose you out men, and go and drive
Amalek away like a flock of sheep.” No; but “Go plight with Amalek.”Believe me, brethren; we
make a great mistake if we think that this worldasbe conquered for Christ without mighty efforts.
Some talk as if the expenditure of a few pounds taedgoing forth of a few men will end the whole
war. It will do nothing of the sort. If nations ai@ be subdued to Christ, His church must exerhail
power. All her power without Him is nothing, butkfe chooses to use her power, He will have the
whole of it brought into use before He gives thesbing. “Choose us out men, and go out, fight with
Amalek.” When the battle began, it was no childiayp it was a hand-to-hand conflict, a struggle for
life or death, and the end of it was that “Joshisaainfited Amalek and his people with the edgehef t
sword.” Not merely by praying, but “with the edgktlee sword.” Moses on the hilltop is doing histpar
by holding up the rod, but you must have Joshuandoglow with the sharp edge of the sword, or else
Amalek will laugh at the prayers of Moses. | sholite to have this rule written on every man’s mind
that if he is to serve God, and get a blessing féamd, he must have both the prayer of Moses and the
sword of Joshua.

But, on the other hand, in this battteliance on God is not neglectedoses ascends the hill hold-
ing up his banner, and that banner is the rod af. Gbe staff on which God’s servant, had been accus
tomed to lean, God had blessed, and made it todeeter, the sign of the royal presence, and a won
der-working thing in the land. Moses holds this Tipe banner is the rod of God, and the banner-beare
is the chosen servant of God. Everything on Issaslle is of God; Moses and Joshua are ordained of
God, and the rod chosen of Moses is at the saneethimmrod of God. This is held up where all the-peo
ple can see it, and every warrior, as he turngyes can behold that rod of God, which had workezhs
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wonders before, still held aloft above the conitigtarmies. When Moses’ hands are heavy, the symbol
of God’s presence need not be lowered, for AarahHur are at hand to hold up his arms. Israel is co
tinually reminded of the interest of God in thetleatagainst Amalek. The rod in the hand of Moses
seems to say “God is fighting for you. God'’s setvarholding up the appointed standard.” Undoulytedl|
that assurance must have largely aided them tbrgogh the battle with a brave heart. The meanfng o
it would be clear; “Fight, but trust. War with Ane&l with the edge of the sword, but prevail over Ama
lek by prevailing with God in prayer.”

Unfortunately, in our work for God, we generalaflfinto one of two blunders. Either we get a I1bt o
machinery, and think that we shall accomplish etheng by that, or else we are like some whom | have
known who have confided so much in prayer, thay tieve done nothing but pray. Prayer is a down-
right mockery if it does not lead us into the preadtuse of means likely to promote the ends foictvh
we pray. | have known friends take medicine whezxythave been ill, and never pray about their sick-
ness. There are some others who pray about tlekimess, but never take the proper medicine. They ar
both wrong. You must have Joshua, and you must Neses, too, in the time of trial. Go before God
with your sickness, but if there is an appointecansethat has been made useful to others, user it, fo
God will bless you by the use of means. Try totsaesides of a thing. Do not trust exclusively ither
one or the other. It is a very heinous fault tettlhe means without God; but, though it is a marolall-
er fault to trust in God, and not use the meantsstyiit is a fault. Practical prudence will legdu to do
both. It gives to Joshua his sword, that he mayemiked with the blood of the enemy, and it gites
Moses his rod, that he may go with it up to thedbghe hill, and hold it up there in the sighttbé peo-
ple, that all may know that the battle is the Leydind that He will deliver the enemy into theints.
God make you wise in these things, and enable yasé¢ both the rod of God and the sword of man!

IV. | have to speak of one other truth, and then | amed Behold here, in a wondrous type,
CHRIST IN HIS TWOFOLD CAPACITY. Christ is represexditto us here as Moses on the hill plead-
ing, and as Joshua in the valley fighting.

Learn, first, thaChrist is pleading for usHe is not here; He is risen, and He has ascetaldte
right hand of God, even the Father, and there hhaiking intercession for His people. It is becadse
intercedes for us that we win the victory. Cannmtiryfaith’s eyes see Him now, on the top of thé hil
with the rod of God in His hand, with all power givto Him in heaven and in earth, pleading with au-
thority before the great throne of Jehovah? Hetbassecret of our strength. He never fails; Heenev
needs to sit down upon a stone; nor does He negetbamld up His hands because they grow weary.
No, blessed be His name, He pleads and prevaiis §fleneration to generation, and will continue to do
so until He shall descend from heaven a secondttneemplete the victory of His people! In His medi
ation is our confidence.

But, then, do not forget théte is also warring for usHe is here, though | have just said that He is
not here; in one sense He is gone, and in anoémsesHe remains. On the very eve of His departige,
said, “Lo, | am with you alway, even unto the erfdtlee world.” And His promise is forever true,
“Where two or three are gathered together in My @attmere am | in the midst of them.” So, though He
has gone into glory, He is yet here in a spirig@hse by the Holy Spirit, who is His lieutenant,owh
takes the kingdom, and presides over it, and workison behalf of King Jesus. He is that “othem@o
forter” whom the Lord Jesus promised to send todisiples, and so, though Christ has ascended, tha
blessed Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, has taken Hisep and, by the Holy Spirit, Christ is still hek&¥e
need not pray for the Holy Spirit to be poured éig.never will be poured out again, since He waeon
poured out at Pentecost, and is still here. You weay properly ask to be baptized into the HolyrBpi
if you desire to know His power to the full, anduymay go down into His influences till you are im-
mersed therein, but how can we ask that the Sghould again be poured out, when He has not gone
back to heaven? He came down once, and here He Sk#g/ shall abide with you forever.” This is the
dispensation of the Holy Spirit, and in Him Chistlways with us, our greater Joshua, fightingthar
people whom He will one day lead into the Promilsadd, the heavenly Canaan.

| think that | see our Joshua now, sword in hai@dsing our adversaries, and | turn my eyes up-
wards, and see our Moses, rod in hand, pleadinglimpeople. Let us see Him in both capacities, and
thank God that Christ is all—not one type of the,laut all the types—not one of the ceremonialg, bu
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all the ceremonials, and all the shadows meltihg @ame great substance. Glory be to His name! Belie
in Christ in heaven, and trust Him with your prayedBelieve in Christ on earth, range yourself os Hi
side, and rest assured that no foe will be ab&tand against Him. He is on the battlefield todmd in
the thickest of the fray, when His own people arigeth back, and His adversaries begin to rejoice,
friends and foes alike shall yet prove the poweHd almighty arm. “Gird Your sword upon Your
thigh, O most mighty, with Your glory and Your mstg and in Your majesty ride prosperously be-
cause of truth and meekness and righteousnes¥,amdight hand shall teach You terrible things.—

“Fight for Yourself, O Jesus, fight,

The travail of Your soul regain.”

So, you see that though two things may look coitttary, they are often both really true, and are
both different sides of one shield. Try, then, liwagys see both sides of every truth revealed irSitrgp-
tures. Divine truths often resemble tramcars, whiekel upon two lines of iron, and yet the twoekn
make but one tramway. The lines are parallel, andat touch each other. How could the car travel if
they did? This is the truth of God; it is but onath, but it has two sides which run parallel toleath-
er. Do not try to join them, nor take them up, amake them cross each other, but travel along thiem t
you come to the great terminus above.

God bless you, if you are His people! If not,iallvrong. Oh, may you now trust the living Christ!
He is here, ready to hear your cry for mercy; Hiée in glory, ready to plead your cause. He svait
be gracious to sinners here below; He waits in éeay His enemies shall be made His footstoolyMa
you bow before the silver scepter of His mercyt fftu may not be broken in pieces by the iron rbd o
His justice, and may the Lord be with you all'! Amen

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—EXODUS 17.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—686, 665, 664.

TO THE READERS OF MY SERMONS.

DEAR FRIENDS—I had much enjoyment in preachingsbamon of this week, and | trust the like willthe case with
its readers. The lessons are rather wide in thege; but they serve as illustrations of the di@ettthat there are two sides to
most questions, and that progress in the truthoisgatwo fixed lines, which cannot be made to netording to human
judgment, but are, nevertheless, each of themdiaign by revelation upon the same basis. We belietiee sovereignty of
God and in the responsibility of man; and while samceive that everything is fixed by divine decnee,perceive that man
is a free and self-contained moral agent. We ngdorask, How can these things be? We make insdeutapsteries into
footstools for faith to kneel upon. The hour of yduend’s death is appointed, and the length sfiliness; and yet you will
pray for the prolonging of his life, and the restwn of his health, and your prayer will be ansyder

May the Lord deal graciously with all my readess! prays
Your hearty friend,

C. H. Spurgeon,
Mentone, November 28, 1891.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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