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“And now if you will deal kindly and truly with mymaster, tell me:
and if not, tell me; that | may turn to the rightdnd, or to the left.”
Genesis 24:49.

THE chapter from which the text is taken bristlagwpoints. There is a remarkable parallel between
Eliezer seeking a wife for Isaac and the ministér€hrist seeking souls for Jesus. It is sometnoge
than an allegory. It is really a very instructivargble of how we are to deal for our Master wita th
souls of men and women. For as truly as Abrahar lasrservant to seek a bride for his son, we are
commissioned to search for those who shall be Wrioia¢p the church, and at last, as the bride afsth
sit down at the marriage feast in the glory landvab

You will notice how Eliezer prayed all the way afp He had no doubt in his mind as to whether
God interfered in human affairs, but boldly and giyrsought to know His will. Then, having presented
his petition, we find him in quiet confidence haldihis peace, “to wit whether the Lord had made his
journey prosperous or not.” And when success crawne efforts, he was forward to acknowledge that
the speedy fulfillment of his objective was in aeswo his supplication. It was the guidance of God
not his own acuteness or wisdom, which led to sudhvorable issue. Thus it is also with every true
minister of the New Testament. Oh, if we do notypi@ you, my dear hearers, our preaching to you
will be hypocrisy! We shall never speak to men ®wd with any power of persuasion, unless first we
speak to God for men with power of supplicationt N@ahout many a prayer and many a heaving of my
heart in sighs have | come here to speak to you hbelieve that | am sent to find out some appaznt
for Christ in the divine purpose and covenant, Boichy my Master that there may be many such.

While this trusty servant thus prayed to his nt&st€od, see how loyal he was to his master. He
evidently realized that he was not on his own efrdit was the chosen instrument to do his lordls w
The phrase, “my master,” is the refrain of this ptleg the word “master,” occurs twenty-two times.
Eliezer did not aspire to any independence of Afamahor of Abraham’s son. His thoughts were of his
master; his words were in praise of his masterdeeds on behalf of his master. He was not his own,
but the bond-servant of another. This is also asitpn. Woe to the minister who loses sight of titue
relationship between himself and his Lord, or wiegihs to think of serving his own interest rathearm
that of Him who called and sent him! My brethrer &re not our own, but the slaves of Christ. May ou
hearts be always kept loyal to Him; may our lipastantly speak His praise; our lives always witrtess
our devotion to our Lord! Nothing we have is ourmwll is His, and His absolute ownership of us and
ours is our highest delight. George Herbert spedke “Oriental fragrance” which dwells in the
words, “My Master.” It is, indeed, a name full afi@et savor and holy gladness. Even here it is meave
to serve Him, but what will it be to see His faaden His bride is brought safely home!—

“O Jesus, You have promised
To all who follow Thee,

That where You art in glory,
There shall Your servant be;
And Jesus, | have promised
To serve You to the end;

Oh, give me grace to follow
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My Master and my Friend!”

See how alert Eliezer was to seize the opportwfigbeying his master’s orders. His love to Abra-
ham made him quick to carry out the commission witiich he was charged. When Rebekah came to
the well, he began the conversation in the sameasape Lord Jesus, long afterwards, at Jacob’s wel
began to talk to the woman of Samaria. He askeddgive him a drink. The two scenes by the well
might almost form companion pictures. Then he \skiltfully found out her name, and was invited to
her father’'s house as a guest. | always feel ai@gey when | hear of the visit of a servant ofdGo a
house being the means of winning some member didhsehold for his Master. We should always aim
to make our visits a blessing to those with whomalele. It speaks much for the consistent lifehef t
man who is enabled to do so. If we realize thataveealways on our Master’s service, we shall bear a
good testimony before those with whom we come intaxt, making it quite clear that we watch for
souls as those that must give account; that theyduoat with joy, and not with grief.

One other thing in this man is noteworthy; he niéarsiness, and went with unerring aim straight to
the mark. He had not many purposes, but only oreedid not go there for anything else but to find a
wife for Isaac, and when he got into pretty condbke quarters, and had been called by Laban the
blessed of the Lord, he was not satisfied. He mieasiness, and would not even eat the meat setebefo
him until he had told his errand. Like every trevant of Christ, he put his Master’s business itgefo
his own ease or comfort; even before the questiorecessary food. When a man begins to think more
of his eating than of doing the will of God, he semto be a true-hearted minister. Let us imitage t
thoroughness of Abraham’s servant in this mattertétd Bethuel and Laban what he came for, and be-
fore he finished his address he turned to them,saidl distinctly, “Now, what answer do you mean to
give to my master's message? | cannot be keptspense. If you will deal kindly and truly with my
master, tell me: and if not, tell me; that | masntto the right hand, or to the left.”

I. Notice, first, that HE STATED HIS CASE. You musttexpect men to come to a decision upon a
matter which has not been laid before them. Oudgamung brother who goes into the pulpit and cries,
“Believe, believe,” but does not tell his heareisatvis to be believed, has not accomplished muoh. Y
cannot ask people to buy if you have no goods tovainem. But Eliezer opened his pack, exposed his
wares, and sought at once to do business on hiterisagccount. What did he say to his interested li
teners?

To begin with:he told them that his master was greatd gave them some idea how rich he was, for
he went over the list of his possessions—his flaokd herds, his silver and gold, his camels anésass
his menservants and maidservants. Thus did he cachime master, as | would also seek to commend
mine. Language fails me to speak of His greatnékis world is His, and all the worlds that He has
made. “The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mineyséhe Lord of hosts.” He lays claim to all things
the earth, animate and inanimate. “Every beashefforest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand
hills.” None other can be mentioned beside Him. 8\fas measured the waters in the hollow of His
hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and etrapded the dust of the earth in a measure, and
weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills balance?” So great is He that all other things are
small compared with Him. “Behold, the nations aseaadrop of a bucket, and are counted as the small
dust of the balance: behold, He takes up the &dea very little thing.” Is He not a glorious Maste
serve? “How great is His goodness, and how gredisibeauty!”

Having first spoken of his mastére told them that his master’s son was his.hErat was a very
important point in the business, and he spoke ahowthis master had put all that he had into thelba
of his son; that the promises were his, and thatirtheritance would come to him. He called the son
“master” equally with the father. | also desirediorify God and to magnify Christ Jesus, His Only-
begotten and Well-beloved Son. It is the Fatheils*that all men should honor the Son, even ag/the
honor the Father.” He is His Father’s heir; Herod the title in His parable of the wicked husband-
men. When we come on our Master’s business, we tese who shall become “heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ.”

This is the third point with Eliezele wanted one who would leave her old home, arehdde one
with his master’s sarHe said that his master’'s son needed a wife harnltad come to seek one for him.
He needed one who would be willing to go on a lamg venturous journey, and be a pilgrim in a
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strange land with her husband. He would have nerdttan one who would give herself up to the God
of Israel, and take a full share with Isaac in ¢bgenant blessing. Well, now, that is my case, Tow
Lord God, the Creator of heaven and earth, hanatiner of good things to bestow upon the sinfukson
of men. There is no measuring the grace and loveoaf, and He would have you to be His people that
He may be your God. He wants those who will beimgllto leave all, and be united to His Only-
begotten Son, the Lord Jesus, who for our salvateane down from heaven, and took our nature, and
lived in it; who took our sin, and died for us, ttivee might be pardoned and forever saved. The Son
must see of the travail of His soul. There mussdnds that shall be eternally saved through beigan
Him. He cannot die in vain. He must have a peogie whall be to Him a bride, with whom He shall
delight Himself forever and ever. And the quesignare there any such here? Are there any here who
will yield themselves to His sweet love, who willist themselves with Him, as Rebekah trusted Hersel
with Isaac, who will come out of the world, anddithe separated life with Him? This is the errand o
which we have come.

And Eliezer added thdtte hoped that he had found the right perdda believed that it was Rebek-
ah, for he had put it before God in prayer, andrniswer to his prayer she had come. She had done ex-
actly as he had laid it down in prayer that sheukhdo. Now, | have a hope dancing in my heart that
have on this occasion found the right person.droftonder why some people are here. There has come
into the Tabernacle on the Lord’s-Day, many a timeunaway from his father's house in the country.
He has come to London to sin, and he has littleghbthat he came to London to be saved; but lhere t
Word of God has laid hold upon him. There has dedpm here a sailor, who had only been a day or
two in port, and the last thing that he ever thdugas that he should be converted; but here he came
and found eternal life. Your coming here in sucimbers, and your eyes, as you look at me, encourage
me, while your willingness to hear what | have &y s1spires me to fearlessly deliver my Master'sme
sage. Surely God means to bless you. If He givehdaring ear, will He not give the broken heart a
if He has led you to be anxious to listen to my sage, are you not, many of you, the very persons
whom He has appointed to be forever united to ldleved Son?

The case being thus faithfully stated by Eliebernow pressed for a repl§if you will deal kindly
and truly with my master, tell me. If Rebekah vg with me to be the wife of Isaac, tell me.” Souk
it to you. If you are willing to believe in the Labdesus Christ, and are ready to leave the woddafin
its temptations, and come to Him, say so. Tell bet.us know it. You have now come to a turning
point. You remember how the Roman ambassadors dldanf some who came to them that they
should, on the spot, decide whether they meantwitarRome or submission to it? When they asked for
time, the ambassadors took their wands, and dreicle round them, and said, “Before you exit that
circle, you must settle whether it is to be peacear.” | would draw here a circle round some otiyo
and say, “Your portion must be either salvatiomdamnation. You have been hesitating and halting too
long already. Do not leave that seat till you hdeeided one way or the other.” There is, just urider
dome of St. Paul's Cathedral, a spot, which | dma@ pointed out to me—it must have been forty years
ago—where a workman, busily engaged at the topeotlome, fell, and, of course, was dashed to pieces
on the floor, and | saw the mark of his chisel ba place where he was killed. | wonder whetherether
are any marks in these pews where souls werevdsre some have parleyed with God, refused His
grace, resisted His Spirit, and gone thenceforthdibwnward road. | would to God that, instead tbigre
there might be some mark where the grace of Goavbased effectual salvation! | believe there is aot
single pew, or seat in the aisles, in this plahat might not legitimately be marked as a placer&he
souls have been saved; for, time out of mind, winends come here and speak on Monday nights, you
must have noticed how one of them says, “The thadt from that pillar over yonder was the place
where | sat when the light came,” and another s&jsrist found me in a back seat in the top gallery
and so on, until they have pointed to almost epany of the building as the place where God hdedal
someone by His grace. | hope that some of you @nesitting in the very spot where you are predesti-
nated to be born again unto everlasting life.

Il. In the second place, it is clearly set before &t when Eliezer had stated his case, HE WISHED
TO HAVE A FAVORABLE REPLY. | might almost say he pacted it. After his wonderful guidance,
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and his hospitable reception, his hopes wouldiigk that his quest would be speedily brought sata
isfactory end.

If a favorable reply was given to hibwould enable him to execute his erramdhereas, if the an-
swer was against him, he could not then carry @trfaster’s orders. If no soul gets saved throbgh t
discourse, | cannot carry on my business. “Oh, iveflys one, “a man may preach very faithfully, and
yet he may have no souls saved.” Yes, a fishermay fish, and never catch any fish, but he is not
much of a fisherman; and so, if there were no ssal®d, perhaps | might find some way of satisfying
my conscience, but it is unknown to me as yetvehaever sought such a solace, and hope | neviér sha
With me it is, “Give me children, or else | dief’ylou are not saved, and brought to Christ, | &eelif |
must give up my work of preaching to you. | canst@nd here beating the air. If my hearers are not
converted, | have lost my time; | have lost thereise of brain and heart. | feel as if | had lost mope,
and lost my life, unless I find for my Lord somekdi blood-bought ones; and | must find some ofithe
by this sermon.

| think that Eliezer longed for a favorable redhgcauseat would be an answer to his praydtossi-
bly you have not prayed for yourself, but we havaypd for you: not that we know your name, or your
case, but we have often gone over in secret ajoaséke yours, and we can say that we have brbugh
you before God in earnest supplication. And perhthpse are godly people at home, who are praying
that, as you are here, you may get a blessingquéntly see people who come to join the churcti, an
they say, “My husband is not converted,” or “My dhater is not converted.” “Do you get them to come
and hear the Word?” | ask. “Oh, yes, sir, they cameé hear!” “Well,” | have said, “if you get themto
the battle, where the shots are flying, they arg likely to be wounded.” So we have often prayeal t
when some of you have been persuaded to come amndheeWord, the Spirit of God may get hold of
you, and that you may fall wounded beneath Hispskaiord, or receive an arrow between the joints of
the harness.

The principal reason, however, why this good manted to find a willing response about Rebekah
was, becausi would gladden his master’s sotOh,” he thought, “what joy | shall give him iftake
back to him the right woman, the wife whom God &ppointed for him! He has lost his mother Sarah,
and he is pining and grieving, and if | can take hiack one who will fill her place in his tenderahig |
shall rejoice.” As for us, our one business is @keglad the heart of Christ. His heart was piergithl
a spear after having been broken with great angaisti there is nothing that will refresh Him like a
soul yielding itself to His care. Who will do thiaére? Are there any in this house who are now gayin
“I will belong to Christ from this time forth. | Witrust Him, for He loved me, and gave Himself for
me”? Happy messenger, to stand here and tell Hig,sind to say, “My Lord is waiting for you in the
far country. He has sent me to invite you to shweith Him all that He has. If your heart is willirtg
take Him, He gives Himself to you.” His only comipiais, “You will not come unto Me that you might
have life;” and His declaration is, “Him that comesMe | will in no wise cast out.” Any “him” that
comes to Him, He will receive and bless. Eliezes \gaite sure his master would deal tenderly arg tru
with Rebekah, therefore he asked her father anthérdo “deal kindly and truly” with him. | am geit
sure that my Master will deal “kindly and truly” thi you; He could not do otherwise. If you but knew
His heart, or had a glimpse of His beauty, you wdwsitate no longer. Will you not give Him a favor
able answer, and say, “Yes, we will deal kindly &ndy with your Master, and will yield our heaits
Him at once and forever”?

| think, too, that Eliezer had begun to feel titavould be for Rebekah’s benetit go to his master.
He had seen her face at the well; he liked the stfthe young woman, and he thought, “If | canlgat
for Isaac, she will be settled in life; she will thee mistress and queen of a great household; ghe w
have a happy husband, and all that her heart cgiredeAs | think of some here who have never found
peace, | say to myself that if | could only get ytouChrist, how happy you would be! If you would
come and trust Him, your everlasting fortune wolbémade. If you would yield yourselves to Him,
there would be an end of sin, an end of doubt,rahoé fear, and an end of terror. You would be dave
Your morality, which is now so precarious, woulderiinto a solid spirituality, for you would be made
holy through the indwelling Spirit. Seeing thatstvould be the case, could | do you a better tiam t
to lead you to Jesus? John B. Gough tells a stohpw he was fetched from a railway station to gpea
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one night, and the cab that was sent for him hiadbken window. He noticed that the man who came in
the cab put a handkerchief over his head as helesg up against the hole in the window, and theen h
observed that he put his head against the window.G@dugh said, “Have you a cold in your head?”
“No,” he said, “but there is a nasty hole in thanp of glass, and | am afraid that you may takd.dol
am sticking my head into the hole to shield you,yiou taught me to be a man and a Christian.” Such
gratitude as that was most touching, and if welmanrg any to Christ, | am sure they will be veraigr

ful to us. If we can lead them to Jesus, they fedll as if they could not do too much for us; tiere

out of love to them, having so many who are now @ear children in Christ, we would plead with
them, and say, “Give us a good answer, and say,“¥ethe overture of our Master’s Son.”

lll. But now the point of the text is, that HE WAS DETERIED TO HAVE SOME ANSWER.

He says, “If you will deal kindly and truly with mmaster, tell me: and if not, tell me.” He would/ba
their answer, whether it was “Yes,” or “No.” “If hotell me.” May | ask that everyone here will say
“Yes,” or “No,” to the invitation to give himselfputo Christ? If you will do so, say, “I will.” If gu will

not do so, say deliberately, “I will not.” I wishcould get hold of an undecided man, and taking his
hand, could say to him, “Now, you must tell me whitcwill be.” I can imagine some of you would say,
“Oh, give me time to consider!” and | would repfy,ou have had time to consider. Your hair is gejtin
grey.” In spite of all our entreaties, people s&h, but | do not like to decide so suddenly!” lasked
you whether you would be honest, | hope that yould/mot take many minutes to answer that. Why,
then, should you hesitate so long in giving younezdnce to Christ? | am like Abraham’s servant;esom
answer | must have.

But can we rightly press men to decide if we figwat they will answer “No”? | think we may, be-
cause, from the nature of the case,answer means a deniddow many of our hearers have thus for
years turned their back upon Christ, by the simpé¢hod of giving no answer at all! “We hear what yo
say, sir,” they murmur, “and thank you for saying but, nevertheless, they go out, and go on their
way, and forget what manner of men they are. Sudsjponse is a refusal; and it is none the legs a r
fusal because you will probably retort, “But | didt say ‘No,’ sir. Indeed, one of these days | e
haps say ‘Yes.” But, meanwhile, you reject thegwsal, and refuse to give yourself up to the Lditke
guestion is, Will you believe in the Lord Jesus i€fftr The absence of an affirmative answer means,
“No, | will not.” I am sure that it does in evergge. No argument can be raised about that.

But if you will answer me, “No, | will not have @kt; | will not believe on Him; | will not becoma
Christian; | will not leave my old ways; | mean go on in them;” well, | thank you for the answer,
pained as | am, because now we can talk it ovas. i$tbetter than no response, for now we have some
thing to work uponAn ill answer can be consideredhile no answer baffles all our efforts to helpuyo
It is far more hopeful to encounter opposition ntha meet with indifference. It is a great thindjem a
ship is at sea, for the captain to know whereabbetss; and when we meet with those who distinctly
reject Christ, we at once know our bearings. If gay, “No, | am not a Christian, and | do not wimnt
be;” so far you are honest, and | want you nowhtokt it over. Would you like to die in this framé o
mind? You may die where you are sitting. Are yosevio come to this determination? Do you think
that this is a resolution which you can justify dref the judgement bar of God? You will certainlyda
to appear there. After death you will rise agaihew the trumpet of the archangel sounds; and,rab/su
as you are here, you will have to stand beforegtieat white throne, whereon Christ will sit as Jedg
How will the resolution which you have now madenstdhe light of that tremendous day? | pray you,
think of it, and | hope that you will alter youradsion as many another man has done when he has cal
ly considered the magnitude of the issues at stahke,the awful result which must come of rejecting
Him who is now the Savior, but who will one dayastthe Judge.

But we are the more determined to press you foresdecision, because giranswer will set us free
to go to othersYou see Eliezer says, “If not, tell me; that lyntarn to the right hand, or to the left.” Do
not suppose that if you refuse Christ, He will ltise effect of His death. “He shall see of the aibof
His soul, and shall be satisfied.” If you will nm@me unto Him, others will. If you reject Him, Hasha
people who will accept Him, by His almighty gra€esirs, if you that hear the gospel will not have m
Master, we will go and bring in the publicans araldts, and they shall enter the kingdom of heaven
before you! Sons of pious parents, children of @#blschools, if you believe not, you shall be @atst
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“outer darkness,” where shall be “weeping and gmasbf teeth,” while the people whom you despise,
infidels and profligates, the very scum of sociedlyall accept the Savior, and live. Oh, | charge;yo
think not that your refusal of the gospel invitatiwill leave any gaps in the ranks of the redeeniaal!
Savior, in His parable of the marriage of the kengon, foretold what will happen. The king saidi®
servants, “The wedding is ready, but they whichenmdden were not worthy. Go you therefore into the
highways, and as many as you shall find, bid tontlaeriage. So those servants went out into the-high
ways, and gathered together all as many as theydfduoth bad and good: and the wedding was fur-
nished with guests.” But | would urge you to yiglourself unto the Lord that you may be found at the
marriage supper of the Lamb. Do not trifle withreté matters. If you want to play the fool, do ithv
counters or with pebbles, but not with your soatt tshall live forever in bliss or in woe.

My importunity with you is strengthened when Inkithat, perhaps, if you give me the answer
straight out, “No, | am not a Christian, and | dt mean to be one,” you may, in saying it, see more
clearly what a terrible decision you have arrivédAa ill answer may startle yoand ultimately lead
you to repent of your folly, and reverse your dexisIf you would write down—*“1 am not a Christian,
and | never mean to be one,” it might startle yiluraore. | challenge you to do so; and when #vist-
ten, put it over the mantelpiece, and look at ivill be far better to do that, horrible as ittlsan to con-
tinue in this state of wicked suspense, indiffei@nto whether you are lost or saved, undecidedhghe
you are for Christ or against Him, and yet, in ybeart of hearts, dead in trespasses and sinkisin t
very place, | once urged those who were undecidedot home, and write down, either the word
“Saved,” or “Lost,” and sign their name to the pag@ne man, when he got into his house, asked for
pen and paper, and when his wife inquired why het&dit, he said he was going to do what the parson
said, and write down “Lost.” She refused to fetaim fthe paper if he was going to do that. So heitgot
himself, and put down a capital L, when his litjid climbed up in the chair behind him, and sdido,
father, you shan't do that, I'd rather die than whiwuld do that”; and the child’s tears fell on lhésd as
she spoke. What my sermon had failed to do, theeses iaccomplished; the strong man was bowed, and
yielded himself to Christ, and when they got uprirtheir knees in that little room, he took the pamd
changing the L into an S, wrote “Saved.” He wasedavecause he came face to face with the fact that
he was lost. His ill answer startled both himseidl dis child. May God work the same change in you,
both for your own sake and also for the sake of yowed ones!

| want to press you for some kind of answer, bsealike Eliezer, | have promised my Master to
make a search for you, aad ill answer will clear me of my oatkf | can get “No,” from you as your
answer, and am certain that you will not go with tmeny Master’s Son, | shall be clear. It was sthwi
Abraham’s servant; he and his master agreed taathae first. When men say “No,” and entreaties ar
of no further use, and the preaching of the gospslno power over them, then we must leave theth, an
carry the glad tidings to others, just as Paul Bacthabas of old said to the angry Jews at Antioith,
was necessary that the Word of God should firseHasen spoken to you: but seeing you put it from
you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlastifeg lo, we turn to the Gentiles.” | beseech yoaq, d
not put Christ away from you; and | press you falefinite answer. | say, as Eliezer said, “If youl w
deal kindly and truly with my Master, tell me: aifighot, tell me; that | may turn to the right harut,to
the left.”

Now | want to have a little talk with you over shinatter. My dear friend, you are in peril of etdrn
death. While you are hesitating, life is ebbing.riDg the past few months, how many of our dear
friends have been taken away by influenza, andratiwgses! This congregation has suffered from sick-
ness, in family after family, as | never knew iffsubefore. May you not be taken? | charge yoardh
fore, do not act as though you had plenty of tiR@ssibly you have not another week to live. Thelglo
as it ticks, seems to me to say, “Now, now, nowy,noow, now;” And for some of you there is an
alarm in the clock, which, when it runs down, Wwtéris warning, “Now or never, now or never, nOw or
never.”

After all, the matter that we have in hand is o that requires great debate. Whether | willdveli
the truth or not, should not be a matter of disusswWhether | will receive the gift of God or not,
should not be a thing to be argued about if | ammynright mind. Whether, being lost, | am willing be
saved—whether, having the gospel of eternal lifeclaimed to me, | should accept it by faith—well, |
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need not ask the sages as to what | shall anseeneed | go to the Law Courts to consult the jsdae
to my reply. This is a thing so simple that it rega no argument. Who will choose to be damned? Who
will refuse eternal life? Surely these are questithrat should be decided at once.

Waiting and trifling have done you no good up twn The countryman, when he wanted to cross
the river, and found it deep, said that he wouldlewn and wait till the water was all gone by. \Mait-
ed, but the river was just as deep after all higimgg and with all your delay, the difficulties the way
of your accepting Christ do not get any less. i yaok at the matter rightly, you will see thattheare
no great difficulties in the way, nor were ther@resuch obstacles as your imagination picturestiaro
countryman, having to cross Cheapside, one mormiag,so confused by the traffic of omnibuses and
cabs and foot passengers, that he said he feltheuoeuld not get across the road, and would whit t
the people thinned out a little, but all day lomgyt never did thin out. Unless he had waited hé t
evening, he would have found little difference Imatt perpetual stream of hurrying people. O friends,
you have waited until you can get “a conveniensegato become a Christian, and after all your ylela
the way is not any clearer! Twenty years ago sofmgmo were as near decisions for Christ as you are
now. No, you seemed nearer. | then thought, “Omesof them will soon believe in Jesus, and yield
their hearts to Him!” But you said then that it wast quite time. Is it time now? Is the day withalift
ficulty any nearer? Is the season any more suitalitg indeed, there is no improvement.

Let me say that, | believe that your waiting has enly done you no good, but has positively done
you great harm. There were times when it seemeyl feas/ou to yield to the pressure of the divine
Spirit. It certainly is not easier now; indeedjstmore difficult. | think sometimes God treats man
Benjamin Franklin treated the man who stood loafmdyis bookshop, and at last took up a book and
said, “How much is this?” Franklin replied, “A dlimig.” “A shilling?” he said, “a shilling?” and he
would not give the price. After staying about temutes, he said, “Come, Mr. Franklin, now what will
you take for it?” Franklin answered, “Two shillingsNo,” he said, “you are joking.” “I am not jokm”
said Franklin, “the price is two shillings.” The mavaited, and sat a while, thinking. “I want theokd
he drawled out, “still, I will not give two shillgs. What will you take for it?” Franklin said, “Tdw shil-
lings.” “Well,” the man said, “why do you raise yoprice?” To which Franklin responded, “You see,
you have wasted so much of my time that | couldebbdtave afforded to take one shilling at firstrtha
three shillings now.” Sometimes, if men come toi§thait the very first invitation, it is a sweet agalsy
coming. See how dear young children often yieldntbelves to Christ, and how peaceful is their en-
trance into the rest of faith! But when people waihen they postpone believing, when they violate
conscience, when they tread down all the uprisirtgpdy thoughts within them, it becomes much harder
for them to trust in Christ than it would have bedmen He was first preached to them. | come, there-
fore, to you again, and say, “If you will deal kipcand truly with my Master, tell me: and if nogllt
me; and tell me now.”

“Well,” says one, “I am glad you have spoken to lusill think it over.” No, friend, | do not mean
that. | do not want you to think it over. You havad enough of thinking; | pray that God’s Spirityma
lead you to an immediate decision. “Well, suppds# tve consider it during the week,” you say. No,
that will not suit either my Master or myself. | miahe answer now. | am like a messenger carrying a
letter, on which is written, “The bearer will wédr a reply.” | was once in a country town, andaidsto
my host, when | went to bed, “I have to be in Lomdomorrow, and | cannot get up in time for my
work unless | leave by a train which | can catchdily enough if you wake me at six o’clock.” Well,
my host was an Irishman, so he woke me at fiveoolgland when | sat up in bed, | said, “What time i
it?” He said, “You have only another hour to sléffhe consequence was that | missed my train. If He
had only wakened me at the proper time, and s&ldw'you must get up,” | should have dressed at
once; but as he said, “You have only another howtdéep,” of course | slept that hour, and anotimer
as well, for | was weary. The same principle appt@you. If | say to you, “Go home, and think vieo
all the week,” | shall be giving you a week in whito remain in rebellion against God; and | have no
right to do that. | shall be giving you a week ihieh you are to continue an unbeliever; and heithat
an unbeliever is in peril of eternal ruin, for “ieat believes not shall be damned.” Worse tharttadl,
week may lead to many other weeks; to months, psrhend years; perhaps to a whole eternity of woe.
| cannot give you five minutes. God the Holy Spajiteaks by me now to souls whom God has chosen
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from before the foundation of the world, and Hessayoday, if you will hear His voice, harden not
your hearts.” The Holy Spirit says “Today, evenagd “Turn you, turn you from your evil ways; for
why will you die, O house of Israel?” The questammes to you, Will you be Christ’s? “If you will de
kindly and truly with my Master, tell me: and ifta¢ell me.”

The best answer you can give is in the verseddhatv the text. “Laban and Bethuel answered and
said, The thing proceeds from the Lord: we canpetik unto you bad or good. Behold, Rebekah is be-
fore you; take her.” Oh, | wish some of you woltidg respond to my appeal this day! This thingss al
from the Lord: it was He who gave me this messéageas He who brought you to hear it. Surely you
will not be found fighting against God. Your heertopen to Him; He sees the faintest desire that yo
have toward Him. Breathe out your wish now, and Ssly heart is before Youake it"—

“Take my poor heart, and let it be

Forever closed to all but Thee!

Seal You my breast, and let me wear

That pledge of love forever there.”
He will not be slow to accept that which is offetedHim. He will take you now, and He will keep you
forever.

“How is it to be done?” says one. The plan is v@mple. Jesus Christ took upon Himself the sins of
all who ever will trust Him. Come and rest upon ldisning sacrifice. Give yourself up to Him wholly
and unreservedly, and He will save you. Take Hirbdg/our Savior by the simple act of faith. Thépit
of the matter is that I, being lost, give myselépto Christ to save me. | believe that the adaih was
very well set forth in the statement of a poor icilee They said that he was an idiot, but | thihktthe
had more real sense than many a man who boasis iotéllect. Someone said to him, “John, have you
got a soul? “No,” he said, “l ain’t got no soul¥Why, John, how is that?” He replied, “I had a sonte,
but I lost it, and Jesus Christ found it, so | hfys let Him keep it.” There is the whole philosgpof
salvation. You have lost your soul; Christ has fbitnLet Him keep it. God bless you! Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—GENESIS 24.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—508, 670, 568, 658.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON.

DEAR READER—This sermon is an urgent appeal touhdecided; and if you are in that condition, | wbbly this
letter press the suit home in the most personalnerarh am a sick man who has narrowly escaped dinel lof death, and |
feel that the things of eternity ought not to bietd with. To be saved at the last, our wisdonoi®e saved at once. If | had
left my soul’s matters for a sick bed, | could hatve attended to them there, for | was delirions, the mind could not fix
itself sensibly upon any subject. Before the cltawlers over your mind, give your best attentioriiie Word of the Lord. |
beseech you, dear reader, to do this, for you daelidiow soon the hour of life may end.

It has been life to me to hear of souls saved bg'ssgrace through these sermons, and | am prdgsgord to give me
a deep and long draught of this heart-reviving Joycausing me to hear that this discourse is nadieousands the means
of life from the dead. It is a large request, the tord has said, “Open your mouth wide, and | ¥ilillit.” Thus would |
open my mouth in prayer for you, dear reader, &odigands like you. Do you not, in your heart ofrteealesire that the
Lord would hear His servant’s petition?

Yours to serve as strength returns,
Mentone, November 14, 1891
C. H. SPURGEON.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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