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“Lay hold on eternal life.”
1 Timothy 6:12.

PAUL was very anxious about Timothy, his own sorhe faith. He loved him greatly, and he had
much confidence in him, but still he felt that therk of preaching the gospel was such a responsible
undertaking, that he could not be too prayerfultion, nor too earnest in exhorting him to continued
steadfastness in those things which he had receB@dthe old man eloquent,” whose very pen seems
to have borrowed some of the burning fervor ofheart, pours out his very soul to young Timothy in
the earnest desire that he may find in him a tueeessor; one who, when he is compelled to lay down
his trusteeship, will take it up, and be faithfolhis Lord and to the gospel, when his father imisTls
taken away from him. We cannot be too anxious abautyoung brethren who are to preach the gospel
of the grace of God. Pray for students always.theim continually be mentioned in your private pray-
ers, that, when those who have borne the burdermeatdof the day shall rest with their fathers, God
may raise up better men than they, who shall yeerfethfully proclaim His Word.

This passage of Scripture, “Lay hold on eterrfal’lis suggestive from its connection. In the same
verse Timothy is told to “Fight the good fight dith.” From this it is evident that if he lays haba
eternal life, he will have to fight for it and thithe has to fight, he can only fight by layinglthaipon
eternal life with a tenacious grip. Every Christiman is a soldier, and no man will war a good warfa
unless he lays hold upon eternal life with alllesart and soul. A man may fight the battles ofreasth
the life of earth, but our warfare is of a differdsmd, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blobut
against principalities, against powers, againstrthers of the darkness of this world, againstigmf
wickedness in high places.” With such foes we aaly oontend successfully when we are made invul-
nerable by the reception of the life of God witlmar souls. In classic story we read of one who was
dipped in the river Styx before he went forth te thattle, so that the arrows of the foe might liafm-
less upon him. That fable becomes a fact for uswbe “lay hold on eternal life.” The fiery darts thie
wicked are quenched by our shield of faith.

The whole chapter forms a sort of preface to éxé fThree classes of people seem to have existed i
the community where Timothy was called to labocheavith different views of the best method of
teaching those around them. First of all, thereewsmmme who intermeddled with social politics. They
told the slaves that they might conspire againetrtmasters, and try to rectify the unquestionable
wrongs which existed in that day. Paul desiresnash as anybody could do, that injustice shouldeeom
to an end, and that slavery especially should epswff the face of the earth, as it has largelgrbley
the influence of the gospel. But, taught of God] aeeing that it was by the proclamation of thepgbs
that these evils would be most surely overcomégrahan by any hasty social change, he says to-Tim
thy, “Leave that matter alone. Lay hold on etelifal You are not sent to cleanse the Augean stable
politics, and to set things right socially; lebg sufficient for you to lay hold on eternal litsmd to call
upon the people to do the same. Every man to his @alling and that is yours. “Lay hold on eternal
life.” Many a young preacher today, and perhapsesofrthe older ones, would do well to take heed to
this advice of Paul given by the Spirit, for whdeery real social improvement, based on the priesip
of right and justice, must have the sympathy ofGiifistian men, depend upon it that, in the long ru

Volume 37 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 1




2 “Lay Hold on Eternal Life!” Sermon #2226

the surest way to raise men is to preach the gasghem. This will change their character, ancereg
erated lives will soon result in altered social ditions.

Round about Timothy, too, there buzzed a set of fukk of questions and difficulties, and discover-
ies of a false science, which Paul calls “profand wain babblings”; these were in a most unhealthy
state, “sick about questionings and disputes ofdgjdras the apostle’s language in verse four may be
literally rendered. Concerning such he says to Timpno‘Do not answer such wrangling of men corrupt-
ed in mind and bereft of the truth. Do not worryyself about them. Let the bees or the wasps bsizz a
much as they like; as for you, lay hold on etetifi@l Stick to your business. Go in for the onenthfor
which God has called you, the glorious work of sgvsouls. Let those who like such questions fight
them out to the bitter end, but, as for you, laldhan eternal life.”

Then Paul had noticed that, at Ephesus, there @ggtain men who were striving to be rich, certain
even of the members of the church who seemed sabeficing everything else to gain, counting that
gain was godliness, and that if they could get tiety really were the better men for it. But Payssto
Timothy, “Leave money alone. Having food and raimést us be content with that. Your hand is not
big enough to lay hold of two things. Thereforaicgl you can only have one, see that it is the vital
thing. Lay hold on eternal life.” To use the rougld proverb, “Let the cobbler stick to his lastTitho-
thy, stick to your business; lay hold on eternia; lthat is your main concern; ‘Whereunto you ds® a
called, and have professed a good profession befarny witnesses.”

| like this plain dealing of the apostle. He sedmsay, “Come to the all-important point, Timothy,
and keep to it. Let others go in for this, and thatd the other; as for you, set before yourselftighest
aim. Say to them, as | wrote to the Philippians yasr from Rome, ‘This one thing | do’; ‘Lay hotoh
eternal life.”

The great complaint which we have to make agamesty is that they seem to be looking after the
odds and ends, the paraphernalia, the minor affditiée; but they do not seem to aim at this peint
eternal life. Is it not so in praying? Is there naich that passes by the name which is not regk?a
We might often say, “Come to the point, man, arldassod what you want. Come to real prayer, and
downright grips with the angel; wrestle with Hinrmdaprevail.” Paul seems also to hint that there was
the preaching, even in his day, a great deal tlagtextraneous, ornamental, superfluous, and sayse s
to young Timothy, “Aim at the center of the targéb in for this, the main business, first of alhyL
hold on eternal life.”

How much there is of our prayer which is only laage; how much of our praise which is only mu-
sic! How much there is in our churches which is stiiimg that may have to do with the betterment of
the people, but is not salvation, not winning sdafsChrist! How much there is of teaching whichyma
be Christian teaching, but is not the teaching lofist! But we clearly see here that the apostlei$ed
everything to this one point, and brought Timotbyhis one thing—that he should “lay hold on etérna
life”; and having laid hold on it himself, shoulden set it forth before others with such vehememze
strong emphasis, that they also might be persutadiag hold on it, and be saved.

Oh, my dear hearers! What does it matter whatvel@eached to you unless you get eternal life?
What does it matter how | have said this or thayda, unless you have received, at the hand of my
Master, that life-giving stream, which shall beyiou “a well of water springing up into everlasting
life”? With all your getting, | beseech you, geetnderstanding of the great mystery of godlinasd,
become wise as to the life which is life indeed.

| am going now to take this exhortation, and preapon each one here present, asking God to bless
it. “Lay hold on eternal life.”

|. First, then, WHAT IS ETERNAL LIFE?

In attempting to answer this question, | remarlatnghould be perfectly obvious; itasgift of God,
the fruit of a divine operation upon the heart. @h¢he first works of the grace of God is to puthw
us eternal life. No man can create it, either mgelf, or in his fellow men. Just as our physidal Was
bestowed upon us apart from any effort of our otle,divine life cannot be evolved by any device of
man; it must be imparted by the Spirit of God. #s$tf God created man, “and breathed into his igstr
the breath of life; and man became a living soaihtl when, in Christ, man becomes a new creatien, th
work is as wholly and as really God’s. Eternal igevhat no man has by nature, for he is deadnn si
No man can earn it, for carnal works cannot purehaspiritual gift, and if a man toiled for a whole
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eternity, he would be no nearer the possessioteofia life than when he began. That it does nateo
by effort is clear, for how shall the dead, by &myd of effort, if effort they could make, attaia tife
thereby? It does not come by outward ceremonieseticould never purchase that which God bestows
freely. Yet how natural it is to the proud heartnoén to seek to make payment for that which iseo b
obtained without money and without price! It isastge that men should expect God to take their gift,
when they refuse to accept His. If they would mmember that all their giving cannot enrich Goat th
they cannot give Him anything that He does notaalyepossess; it would be quite evident to them that
eternal life can come in no other way than by thieaj God. It is foolish to try to fill an alreadfull
vessel; it is profane as well as foolish to seekdcsaved by giving to God instead of receivingnfro
Him, or by anything we can bring to attempt to g life eternal. This is to imitate Simon Magtrs,
whom Peter said, “Your money perish with you, beeayou have thought that the gift of God may be
purchased with money.” Neither with money nor wedremonies can it be purchased. It is purely and
solely the gift of God by Jesus Christ. “The waggsin is death; but the gift’—the free gift—"of @o
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."—

“Life is found alone in Jesus,

Only there ‘tis offered thee—

Offered without price or money,

‘Tis the gift of God sent free;

Take salvation,

Take it now, and happy be.”

This eternal life, given thus freely, &present possession. “Eternal life” may sometimes be em-
ployed to set out the glories of heaven, but ntamgfit is a thing possessed here. In the day iiclwve
are regenerated we receive the first germs oflifiei®verlasting. When we are born again, it ist‘nb
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Wofdsod, which lives and abides forever.” It isitt gf
God, a gift not reserved for the future, but givenwv, the moment a sinner believes in Christ. Oninef
first tokens of eternal life being given is the afyprayer, and then come repentance of sin, aitfd ifa
our Lord Jesus Christ. This is eternal life—thd gif God, and a present possession. Have you reteiv
it? | do not ask you whether you know exactly tlay dr the hour when you received it, but are you
alive unto God with a life you had not by naturat twhich has been planted in you by God the Holy
Spirit?

This life is, in factthe life of God in the soul. The Holy Spirit comes and breathes God's lif® int
dead men. There is nothing everlasting in itsetf ®ad, and there is no life that is everlastingegtc
that which comes from the everlasting One. The @ifGod is not only the gift God gives, but God is
the gift that is given. He it is who breathes intothis eternal life, which is really Christ livimg us. He
Himself is “that eternal life, which was with thetRer, and was manifested unto us.” The Holy Spirit
comes and dwells in the man. “We will come to hisgls Christ, “and take up our abode with him.”
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, eacla, aertain way, come and dwell within the man; he be
comes a temple of the Holy Spirit, and so he igealinto God.

Again, eternal life is life which never dies. We speak very positively here. Eternal life canmave
an end. If it can come to an end by any processenvbg then it is not eternal. This is as cleawasds
can make it. The life, then, which God gives torgw@ul in its regeneration, can never die out.rHea
these words of Christ, “My sheep hear My voice, hkdow them, and they follow Me: and | give unto
them eternal life; and they shall never perishthegishall any man pluck them out of My hand.” We d
not teach that if the life of God in a believer eé¢o die out, he could nevertheless be saved. Kp-Sc
ture teaches that. But we teach that if thereadith of God in a man, it is eternal; not onlyttitas go-
ing to be eternal, but that now in its nature asskace it is eternal, and can be nothing but dtbfaa
and therefore can never come to an end. It magdsehed; it may be sick; it may be obscure; hitiisf
there, since it is eternal life, it cannot comamoend. If it did, it could by no possibility beroectly said
to be eternal life at all. Do you see, then, whiategsing is yours if you have received the gifGafid? If
by grace you have received life through Jesus Clyasl have a life which will never die, a life whi
will outlast the sun and moon. You will see thisrlddurned to a black coal; you will see all thirgjse
expire, but your life and the life of God shall ran forever and ever. Well might Paul urge Timothy,
and well may we urge you, to lay hold on suchadi$ this. So—
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“Take, with rejoicing, from Jesus at once

The life everlasting He gives:

And know, with assurance, you never can die,
Since Jesus, your righteousness, lives.”

Once more, this eternal life ike life that is perfected in glory. It goes on developing, and matures,
even in this world, to a very high degree. Thera igery great difference between the new-born babe
and the full-grown man, and there is a great dffiee between the believer who has just receivad ete
nal life and that riper saint who has come to thiéss of the stature of a man in Christ Jesusit lisi
the same life. It is the same life that says, “G®edmerciful to me a sinner,” which afterwards sdys,
know whom | have believed, and am persuaded thas Eile to keep that which | have committed unto
Him against that day.” It is the same life, buuiier measure thereof. One is life; the otherfis ihore
abundant. As certainly as the life eternal begaven in the tiniest bud, so will it blossom anddree
fruitful, until it comes to its full perfection iglory. The life of believers in heaven, the lifatmever
sins, the life that is absolute obedience, thethf is undiluted bliss, is exactly the same ftiifat is in
the believer now. The same life that God gave himenwhe first believed is that with which he beholds
the face of God, without a veil between, as hedsdhe golden streets of the New Jerusalem.

This, then, is eternal life—a new principle, aides principle, an inexhaustible, unquenchable, im-
mortal principle. He that has it is blessed indeetbng the sons of men. He that has it not, is dduie
he lives.

Having thus considered the nature of this possessie come back to the question we have asked
already asked: Have we this eternal life? Have @oeived it as God’s gift? Is it within our hears,
lamp burning there, never to be put out? Do we kitsvpresent power and reality, and have we joy
therein? Yes, do we delight ourselves in God, wém ltrought us out of death into life; out of thgioe
of the valley of the shadow of death into that gtegnt which is the beginning of heaven, the davin
the day that shall never end? If we do, let useditytlift up our hearts in praise and say, “Thahksun-
to God for His unspeakable gift!” Can we ever ceasadore His hame, since He has bestowed such a
treasure upon us? But if you have not yet becopasaessor of it, | beseech you at this moment lcb ho
out your empty hand, and take the gift so freefgred. “And this is the record that God has givemns
eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He tlmgts the Son has life, and he that has not the 5God
has not life.”

Il. In the second place, the apostle tells us to “lalg lon” eternal life. That is the main point of my
present discourse. How DO WE LAY HOLD ON ETERNALHRH? There are degrees in the reception
of this life, but happy is the man who fully appeeds that for which he is also “apprehended of hri
Jesus.” The Spirit of God lays hold of us, in ortke&at we may lay hold on eternal life; how we ana-e
bled to do this is our present subject for consitien.

First, if you would grasp this gifbelieve in it as true. The very beginning of our hope is when the
Lord leads us to believe that there is such a tlasgternal life, and that it is a tangible thingt a
dream or a vision, but a reality to be laid holdlafertainly believe in the existence of a thihgttl can
lay hold upon. If “seeing is believing,” laying labis even a more thorough mode of believing. Believ
then, that there is a higher life than nature caar ereate. If unconverted, you do not know anyghin
about this in your own experience, but there ihsaithing. There is life in Christ, which He canai
you. There is life by the Holy Spirit, which He camrk in you. He can strip you of those grave aésth
of sin, and raise you from your tomb. The wordschhChrist once addressed to Martha sound still in
our ears, “lI am the resurrection, and the lifethed believes in Me, though he were dead, yet stall
live; and whosoever lives and believes in Me shaller die. Do you believe this?” Answer this quasti
of my Master, “Do you believe this?” If you do, tkels hope that you shall yet be a partaker of His
grace. Nothing can hinder when He begins to wohaufjh you feel as if you did not feel at all; thbug
you seem paralyzed, and unable to repent or teuselithis life shall be given to you, and it sHal
given to you now, if you look unto Him who was dift up upon the cross, that “whosoever believes in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Believe, my brethren, you that have this eterifi@ in the power and reality of it, and whenevar S
tan tempts you to think that it is a fiction, a @me a piece of enthusiasm, an idea born of fasatici
resist him by the plain testimony of the Word ofd>and the abundant witness of those who have gone
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before you, rejoicing in the power of it. Everylchof God has times when he questions himself hieut
can still truly say, “I am not what | used to bédnave feelings both of pain and joy that come ridhe
old life, but of the new, which has come to me lmd@ gracious gift."—

“Lord, | was dead: | could not stir

My lifeless soul to come to Thee;

But now, since You have quickened me,

| rise from sin’s dark sepulcher.”
If any of you have not yet experienced such a cbabggin as | have told you, by believing that ¢hisr
such a thing as eternal life. | wish that you wlawédnnot yet obtained this blessing would make atpoi
of regularly attending some place where the gosppteached, saying, “It is to be had, and | wal/é
it. It is to be had by faith. ‘Faith comes by heati | will be an earnest hearer. ‘Hearing comeshsy
Word of God.’ | will take care to read and heanythle Word of God, so that faith may come to mel, an
life may come by faith, for there is such a thirsgraceiving a new and spiritual life that shall make
far other than by nature | am. | believe it is tfughat is the first way of laying hold.

But you do not lay hold of a thing by simply belieg that there is such a thing. You must go far-
ther. Appropriate it. There is a book, and | believe that it is thén, if anybody told me that it was a
present for me, and said, “All that you have tardorder to have it is to lay hold upon it,” | shdwn-
derstand that he meant, not only that | was tcelselin its existence, but that | was to take itarg car-
ry it home with me. That is how you are to “lay ¢hain eternal life.” Strange as it is, this is anthi
which, though it is so simple, we cannot make awekesinners understand. That eternal life is God’s
free gift put within their reach, and that they twdake hold of it for their own salvation, seeh@sder
for some to grasp, than if it were the most integauzzle. Yet this is, perhaps, the clearest asgeabe
great matter of salvation. It was Dr. Chalmersyihk, who used to say, that he had no such conriort
the gospel as when he viewed it as a simple ofighe one side, and a simple acceptance on the othe
God gives, and we take. The Lord who has been ehiast you, making you feel your sinnership, and
showing you that you are condemned, and only fdi¢g says now, “Lay hold on eternal life. Beliaue
the Lord Jesus Christ. Take Him to be yours. Act¢éipt as your Substitute, bearing the death justly
your due, and having given His lifer you, now giving itto you. Make the exchange. Christ took your
death; take His life. He bore your ill; take Hisoglo Appropriate it. Lay hold on eternal life.” When
people are sinking in the water, and there isealiioy or a rope near, they do not need much argort
to lay hold upon it, or any elaborate explanatibthe way. They simply grip anything that givesrthe
half a hope of being saved from the devouring ddv, soul, you are not to bring anything with you.
That would be to fill your hand, and then you conéd lay hold of anything else. You are to come emp
ty-handed, just as you are, to Christ, who is sébie you. Be bold enough to take Him, and let Hin
yours. You need no worthiness. How could you betlyoof Him? He gives Himself freely to your un-
worthiness and sinnership. Confess these, anddiayam eternal life; appropriate it to yourself.

The exhortation means more than that, howeverinidaappropriated it, keep itlold to it, and nev-
er let it go. Hide it in your heart as a choicatére, and, if any would rob you of it, or frowruyout of
it, or laugh at you because you prize so highlytwhay so lightly esteem, lay hold on it still mofiéis
is the work of the grace of God, which enables yost to take, and then to keep it. Oh, what afor
will be made, from within and from without, to ggdu to give up eternal life! But here comes in ¢xe
hortation, “Cling to it. Hold fast by it constantbAs with a death grip, grasp it with new enerdyydu
have held it with one hand, hold it with both handst more and more lay hold on eternal life.”

And then, furthermorekeep yourself upon it. According to the text, you have to “Fight the doo
fight of faith.” Every now and then you will get amgly knock, a bruise, a bleeding wound from your
enemy. What are you to do? Always lay hold on etelife again, and it will strengthen you, stanch
your wounds, and make you once more strong in &lyeodl battle. | would have you think much of this.
If you believe in Christ, there is a life within yplike the life of God, which will never die; ddiwithin
you which will bring you to stand before the glarsothrone of Christ, “without spot, or wrinkle, amy
such thing.” Do not, therefore, ever give up hdpe.not be staggered by what you may have to suffer
here. In the midst of all the agony of the way,kgeur heart upon God, and upon the gift He hasrgiv
you. “Lay hold on eternal life.” If between heredalmeaven you could be burned as a martyr every day,
it would be worth your while to bear it, laying dabn eternal life—
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“The King above in beauty,

Without a veil is seen;

It were a well-spent journey,

Though ten deaths lay between!”
If between here and heaven you had nothing to betathe cruelty of men, and the unkindness of the
enemies of Christ, you should bear it right marnfudind even joyfully, because you can say, “I know
myself that | have in heaven a better and an engwubstance. Even here | have a life which thédwvor
did not give me, and cannot take from me; therefdneld to it still, and | comfort myself with this
sweet thought, that it is mine, the gift of Godhte. It bears me up amid seas of grief. ‘My flestd eny
heart fail, but God is the strength of my heart ery portion forever.”

Further, | think that the apostle, by the exhastat“Lay hold on eternal life,” meariit other things
go. Here is a brother, lately converted, who has laenstomed to keep his shop open on Sundays. He
lives in a street where the best business is tdpe on that day, and if he closes his shop, Heveiy
likely be a great loser. What should he do? | th&udkl that the man has not asked anybody what he
should do; he has done the right thing, and trustdds God. The apostle seems to say, “Let angthin
else go, let everything else go, but lay hold arretl life. Hold to that.” “Oh, but | should loselia-
ing!” Yes, but if you lost a living and saved ydife, what would you lose? Have you ever heardhef t
one who had a bag of gold on board a ship comimgehfsom Australia; the ship was sinking, and he
went down to his cabin, put as much gold as hedcob a belt, and then fastened the belt arousd hi
waist. When he leaped for the boat, and missatwtas not possible to pick him up, for he sankhwit
the weight of his own gold round his loins. Theraswo hope for him; his treasure was his ruin. And
many a man, in like manner, is by all his toil fpueparing sure destruction for himself; toiling and
working hard only that he may effectually ruin bisn soul. Let these things go. “For what is a man a
vantaged, if he gains the whole world, and losessklf, or is cast away?” Even for the fleeting lofie
the body, a man will sacrifice all, thankful if lsan get out of the burning house alive, thoughisll
worldly goods are destroyed; glad to escape froenhéinds of the brigands, though they strip him of
every possession. “All that a man has will he gmehis life.” If this is wise for a transient lifdhow
much more for the life which is eternal! We shadl dminers by losing everything, if by the loss vaéng
everlasting bliss. Let all that opposes go—frierdsdred, comfort, this present life; let them gdi, if
by the sacrifice we may more firmly lay hold onretd life. To keep that, and hold fast to it amithet
stress of temptation, is the main business of thés@an man. “Lay hold on eternal life.”

And it means, in my text, more than that. Figmgl @s you fight lay hold upon the victory. While
you are running for heaven, oftanticipate the joys of heaven. | think you and | do not go to heaven
often enough. “Well” says one, “I thought we shogtdthere when we died.” Yes, if you are a believer
in Christ, that is secure, but why not go there AdWhe Christian’s position is unique; he is in two
worlds at once. Our Lord has quickened us, “andrased us up together, and made us sit together in
the heavenlies in Christ.” Do you not know that lilneer ends of all the streets of heaven are nea”h
Victory—that is heaven; well we even now overcom®utgh the blood of the Lamb. Peace with God—
that is heaven, and at this moment, “Being justifiy faith we have peace with God.” Holiness—tksat i
heaven; yes, but we are made holy now by the wbtkeoSpirit of God in our hearts. Communion with
God—that is heaven, but even today, “Truly ourdebhip is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus
Christ.” Is it not good sometimes to sit down, amdicipate the day when you will come into your in-
heritance? You have heard of the young prince, wi@n his father wakened one morning, was found
putting on the king’s crown. It was awkward in lesse, but your Father will not object to your often
putting on your crown. Try it, and see how it fitsu. You will have a new song to sing; begin tagsin
here. You will have holy work to do, “They serve dsday and night in His temple,” serve Him here.
Christ is to dwell among us in heaven; let us krbat He dwells among us here. | like that verseusf
hymn—

“I would begin the music here,

And so my soul should rise:

Oh, for some heavenly notes to bear

My passions to the skies!”
It was said of an old Puritan, that heaven wadnmliefore he was in heaven; that is necessaryllfof a
us; we must have heaven in us before we got todmedf’we do not get to heaven before we die, we
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shall never get there afterwards. An old Scotchmas asked whether he ever expected to get to heav-
en. “Why, man, | live there,” was his quaint replgt us all live in those spiritual things whicheahe
essential features of heaven. Often go there befouego to stay there. If you come down tomorrow
morning, knowing and realizing that heaven is ypargl that you will soon be there, those childréh w
not worry you half so much. When you go out to ybusiness or to your work, you will not be half so
discontent when you know that this is not your,rbst that you have a rest on the hills eternakeneh
your heart has already gone, and that there yortiopas in the everlasting dwellings. “Lay hold on
eternal life.” Get a hold of it now. It is a thirgf the future, and it is a thing of the present] aven
your part of it that is future can be, by faith,realized and grasped as to be actually enjoyetéwbi

are yet here. “Lay hold on eternal life.”

| have not explained my text so fully or as clgas$ | could wish. The life of which it speaks &b
yond all language, but if you will obey the exhtida of the text, that will be the best expositianit.

Let him that has not this eternal life, believetthas to be had. Let the man whose heart acheg,fo
grasp it and appropriate it now; he need not ba&cthat he will be repelled. Let him that hashild it
fast as a jewel, for which, sooner than part wittheé would sell house and home. Let him that has i
enjoy it even now. God help you in this mannerl&y ‘hold on eternal life!

lll. Now | have to finish with just a special word. WHERE THE PEOPLE THAT OUGHT
CHIEFLY TO LAY HOLD ON ETERNAL LIFE?

First, those who are called. This is the reason the apostle gives to TimoWpereunto you are also
called.” Beloved, there are some of you that hasenbcalled. A boy, who had come upon an errand,
stood at my window this afternoon. Suddenly heawaay, and | thought, “What made him go?” | found
out that, though | had not heard the voice, somémakcalled him, and therefore he was gone. Imitate
that boy. Go about this world as men who have lwadlied by a voice that nobody has heard but you.
Has God called you to Himself? He means you to,ecamay from your old self and cease to live the
old life; He would have you lay hold on eternaklifGod never singles us out in this way unless He
means to bless us. He never says, “Seek you My"faceain. Has God called you out from among
men? Do you feel what your parents and friendoatehdo not feel? Is there a call to you like tredt, c
“Samuel, Samuel,” and have you responded, “Hema,Ifar You did call me. Speak, for Your servant
hears”? Oh, if God has favored you with a speaia effectual call, then lay hold on eternal lifethwi
your whole heart and soul, and never let it go! €amat may, resolve that you will hold to this gift
God in life, in death, and throughout eternity.

Next, those who have confessed Christ ought especially to lay hold on eternal life, “wéento you
are also called, and have professed a good professifore many witnesses.” Timothy had been bap-
tized, and probably there had been a great numbpersons to encourage or watch him as he came
forward to confess Christ. This, then, was a doubéson why he should hold fast that on which e ha
laid hold. O, you that have named the name of €hargl have put Him on by that wonderful symbol of
death and burial and resurrection, “Lay hold omretklife.” Do not play at baptism and the Lord's5
per. Let these be stern, no, sweet realities to kay hold, not on the symbol alone, but on what th
symbol means. Have you been “Buried with Him bytlsap into death”? Then, grasp the soul of the
symbol. It is not a mere empty form, or only theldpa of a sect, but a picture of the end of thditddf
the flesh, dying to the world and sin, that we migg in “newness of life” to walk before God in the
land of the living. Of all men, he who has beentlzag should “lay hold on eternal life,” for, inqgor-
tion as his baptism is true, he has no other Gféay hold of having died and been buried with &fari
Then, also, we come to His table, and there weéHeatlesh and drink His blood after a spiritual tsor
receiving not merely bread and wine as memorials Himself, by faith, into our hearts. “Lay hold on
eternal life,” for profession without eternal lie a fearful mockery. Without eternal life, to coneethe
Lord’s Supper will be to eat and drink condemnatioryourself, not discerning the Lord’s body. You
that have professed Him before many witnesses laodg on eternal life.”

And, especially do | say this tbhose who have been consecrated, like Timothy, to the service of the
Christian ministry. You that have been permittecaity way, even in the Sunday school, to speak of
Christ to children; you to whom the Lord has conteditHis gospel, that you may impart it to others,
“Lay hold on eternal life.” You will never do much this work unless you have eternal life withiruyo
own soul. See to that first. A dead preacher—whditei but a mocker of dead souls? A dead teacher—
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what can she teach? A dead instructor of a Bildese-how shall the word of life have free course and
be glorified? A blind man discoursing of colors,aomute man teaching music, is not more out ofeplac
than a man without eternal life trying to tell doé gospel. What can he do? “Lay hold on eterfal’li
or else quit this false position; lest when thed_.oomes He should say to you, “What have you ttodo
declare My statutes, or that you should take Myeoawnt in your mouth?” Ah! | am speaking to myself
now, and | will take it home. Will you also openuwydeart to whatever in the sermon belongs to you?
And when it is done, and my voice is silent to year, | pray that you may hear, for many a dayera g
tle whisper saying to you, “Lay hold on eternag Iif

You, poor sinner, as you go after your follies amlusements, may the call, “Lay hold on eternal
life,” come to you until you shall obey it, and gsuch trifles! And you, Christian man, when you ge
into the world, and are tempted to make gain by wimle you will suffer loss by righteousness, may
you hear a voice say, “Lay hold on eternal life'thdhany of you who get the “cold shoulder,” and the
rough side of men’s tongues, when you begin toktitivat you cannot bear it, may you hear the voice
saying again, “Lay hold on eternal life.” Cling tiwat, for God, for Christ, for eternity, for heavérhe
eternal life is the only life worth living for. Gddelp you to live for it always; and, if you do,will be
of His own grace, and to Him shall be all the gldorever and ever! Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—1 TIMOTHY 6 .

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—567, 435, 538.

The following letter from MR. SPURGEON, to the goegation at the Tabernacle, will give the readénsis sermons
the latest available information concerning him—

Eastbourne, October 10, 1891.

“Dear Friends—I was rightly directed to this plat@ | have found a measure of appetite, andifeeth better. | think |
shall soon be able to reach a warmer clime. Thikegyreat desire of my doctor. The deaths of sthatise anxiety about a
chill, especially as | have lost one skin, and nle& one is exceedingly tender, and would feel ttilmence of cold most
readily. However, | am in those hands which conteohperature, and everything else. | am indeedhappeing borne up
by the prayers of saints as by the hands of anbats. relieved of great anxiety by the Lord’s plgidirecting me to secure
DR. PIERSON to fill the pulpit during my absencee 14 a man after my own heart, and a great winhsowls. He will not
aim at anything but the glory of God. He begs thatwhole church will grant him the aid of theiriten prayers and efforts.
He is just now quitting America, and will be reatypreach October 25, if the Lord will. | shall among you as soon as |
feel that it would be right and wise, and then li lve ready to return to his own land. He hasasitie everything to serve
us. | was guided to him at the same moment thatdseled of God to think of helping me.

“May our Lord be with you, and grant you each étie presence, power, and peace! Oh, that many mjightt to Jesus
now, that all may see that the Lord saves by everyungnt! When MR. NEWMAN HALL bids sinners, ‘Come Jesus,’
may the Holy Spirit draw them, and the same inethening! May you have a glorious day! MRS. SPURGE®Dbtbmpany
here makes me feel very happy; but when shall it méh all the companions of my nearly forty yeasstvice, and feel that
each one adds to my joy?

“Yours very heartily,
C. H. SPURGEON.”

(Brother Spurgeon died January 31, 1892)

Adapted fronmiThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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