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“And it came to pass after these things, that Gdd tempt Abraham,
and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold,red am.”
Genesis 22:1.

WE may regard the father of the faithful as beingattern of his children. As God dealt with Abra-
ham, so will He deal in measure with all those wdmpelievers, are the children of believing Abmha
Everything that will abide the fire shall go thrdutie fire that it may be both proved and improwafe.
clearly understand that when God is said to “temiyiitaham, the word used does not carry its ordinary
meaning. “Let no man say when he is tempted, | empted of God: for God cannot be tempted with
evil, neither tempts He any man.” But Jehovah muatomed tdry andtestHis people, and this is what
we are here to understand. The Revised Versiorersrile words, “God didrove Abraham,” and, as |
have said, God works by the same method with alddints.

Of course, we shall not all attain to the saméustathat Abraham reached, neither shall we all be
tried by the same tests that were applied to hirhglery one of us shall be tested, like Abrahdnm-i
deed we are believers in God. He was the Columbhs Wy faith, went out, and discovered a better
country, that is, a heavenly; and his track hasnldelowed by many other voyagers. Not without
storms did he cross the sea, and we, too, who reafter him on the voyage of faith, must expect to
meet with contrary winds, and waves sweeping hWgba. may look for a considerable measure of con-
formity in our lives to the life of the great patrth, and we must not be astonished, as though some
strange thing had happened to us, if great andesagsts should be put upon us before the chapter o
life is over.

None of us ought to object to this. Shall thedtli faith be otherwise than the father of thehfait?
| may say of Abraham what our Lord said of Himsélthe disciple is not above his master, nor the
servant above his lord.” Shall the believer, saapd justified by faith, as Abraham was, rebel agfain
sharing in Abraham’s lot? We shall sit down by dydat the same table with Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob in the kingdom of our God; surely we may betenonto fare on the road as they fared. In fact, |
hope you will say concerning Abraham, “Where you lgwill go, and where you lodge, | will lodge;
Your people shall be my people, and your God my.Gék are willing to take the portion of the right-
eous. We will not say, with wretched Balaam, “Let die the death of the righteous, and let my ladt e
be like his!” We would have a far better desirentizat, “May my way be the way of the righteoustth
my end may be like his! May | have a portion witbu¥ people, O God: and do You deal with me as
You do with all those that love Your name!”

Let us look at our text. It is a kind of prefacethis unique, this unparalleled story of Abraham’s
test. First, “It came to pass after these thinigat God did tempt (or “prove”) Abraham”—here we see
the Lord’s way with believersAnd, secondly, when God “said unto him, Abrahathg patriarch in-
stantly answered, “Behold, here | am”—here we |I¢henbeliever’'s way with the Lordhese two heads
will not be difficult to remember; the Lord’s wayiti believers and the believer's way with the Lord.

l. First, THE LORD’S WAY WITH BELIEVERS. He deals withlis own people as He does not
with the world. To be loved by God with the love Blears to His chosen, is a wonderful honor, but it
carries with it the Father’s authority, and “whohe tLord loves He chastens, and scourges every son
whom He receives.” All disciples are subject tsthiessed discipline.
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First of all, then, let us notice th&pd does deal with His peoplde is never far away from them;
He leaves them not to themselves, but is evertheae who are truly His. God did test Abrahams & i
great thing that God should take any notice ofpa®r creatures that we are. “When | consider Your
heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon andsthes, which You have ordained; what is man, that
You are mindful of him? And the son of man, thatuvasit him?” Job wondered that God dealt with
him in the way of affliction, for he says, “Am Isa, or a whale, that You set a watch over me?ae
so insignificant that it is a great wonder that Gbduld come to deal with us at all. If you saw edall
archangel, whose wand might make a mast for soeet gnan-of-war, bending down over an ant’s hill,
or talking with an ant, you might wonder at hisagipbut this would be nothing compared with thé- inf
nite God, the Maker of all things, condescendingeal with us worms of the earth. Yet He does se. W
are precious in His sight, therefore, as the goittsassays the metal, as the silversmith refinessth
ver again and again in a furnace of earth, so Gmektest, purify, and try us; He sets a high vaipen
us, and therefore He tests us. O child of God,|&de that God comes near you! | would sooner fesl Hi
hand heavy upon me than be forgotten of Him. | waoather see His face wreathed in frowns than nev-
er see Him at all. Oh, what an awful thing it via# for those who will be cast away from Him! To hea
Him say, “Depart,” will be like an infinity of wrehedness, but if He even calls us to Him that Hg ma
chasten us, His voice has music in it. Lord, blédse Your name, You think upon Your servants! You
think upon them even when You do chasten them,vameh You test them; for this we would bless
Your holy name.

Notice, next, that God not only deals with belsveery intimately, buHe tests them*God did
tempt Abraham.” “God did prove Abraham.” Abrahamsveaman whose life gave good evidence of his
faith in Jehovah, but the Lord is a jealous Godl He loves to have still more evidence of the figtel
of His people. He hungers after clear proofs froent that they really are His, and He works in theym
His grace until He casts out all other loves, alhather confidences, that He may have the whole of
their hearts, and that they may love Him and tHist supremely.

Some of you have nothing to do with my text tonigbod does not test you, because He knows very
well what you are, and He knows that you are netipus metal. The spurious coin is nailed down on
the counter, or cast into the fire, and they tmatret true people of God, and have none of tiversof
grace in them, will come to such an end one dag, @) with shame and everlasting contempt, nailed
down on the counter as counterfeits, or thrown tht fire that never shall be quenched. “Reprobate
silver shall men call them, because the Lord hgsted them.” It is the true coin that we try aedt
and God, because He loved Abraham, and valueddmdchsaw His grace in him, tested him.

He tested, first of all, his fear of God. That whs main point, as you will see in the twelfth sesr
“Now | know that you fear God.” The Lord delightsa man who has a holy reverence for his God. | do
not hesitate to say that this is a very scarcelartiowadays. When | hear of one saying that hadyas
ceived “a straight tip” from God, | feel that a meapable of speaking in such a manner was never spo
ken to by the Infinite Jehovah. Communion with Gumvs a man to the dust, and causes him to use
lowly and reverent language. No; God never comes tteus, and then leaves us in a frame of mind in
which we could speak flippantly or irreverently ldim. When | hear professing Christians arraigning
God’s conduct, and setting up to criticize God’srd/d stand in doubt of them. O sirs, God’s truéd-ch
dren tremble at His Word; they never question Hithy do you strive against Him? For He gives not
account of any of His matters.” “Who are you thegtlies against God?” The spirit of criticism iseali
altogether to the spirit of the child of God. Inst what they say in their criticism that | catmat. It is
the spirit that dares to say it, that is the elihg. The Lord will try each one of us whether veally
fear Him or not, and if the test is not as sevearéhat which Abraham was called to endure, stéltest
will come. If we say, “No, | cannot do that; | arfraad of the consequences,” that shows that wealo n
fear God enough, for the man who fears God feattsimp else. The path of duty made clear, he sdys, “
must do it, cost what it may, for it would be infely more costly not to do it.” His fear of Gockejs all
fear of men, and all fear of consequences; iteskiickbone of all real holiness, and all true gedis.
And God tries us to see whether we have this haly af Him, and leads us to follow in the steps of
Abraham His friend.

God also tried Abraham’s faith. Could he beliekattGod was right when He commanded him to
slay his son? All the promises were wrapped usaad. If Isaac dies, how can Abraham have a seed?
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He had been told, “In Isaac shall your seed beddlhot in Ishmael. What, then, if Isaac shall?dfdl
hope of a seed must pass away. How can it be? Baisi not with Abraham any matter of question. “He
staggered not at the promise of God through unfideNeu know what a man does when he staggers.
Perhaps he does not go quite down, but he canyhieeep his feet. Abraham was never in that condi-
tion. He believed God, and therefore he stood firis. faith was able to face difficulties, and ta-su
mount them. When the promise of the birth of Isaas given, we read that, “being not weak in fdh,
considered not his own body now dead.” This wadeéa, a triumph of trust; but he went further than
that. The Revised Version shows that he fully fattesl difficulty, and yet believed as much as ever.
“Without being weakened in faith he considereddvisn body now as good as dead.” The faith that was
undismayed when the promise of a son was utteredstithundaunted when the Lord demanded the life
that He had so strangely given. Perhaps God gasreasupreme test because of its very grandeur. The
trial was terrible; but still Abraham believed. Bity, he did not understand the trial; he did me¢d to
understand. He believed, and he took God at Hislwammd he would do what God bade him do, what-
ever that might be, and he would leave the Loréxricate him out of any difficulties into whichshi
obedience might bring him. Thus God tried his faith

Above all, God tried Abraham’s love. It may bettlsac, though a gift from God, began to usurp
God’s place. An Isaac may become an idol. The de#neng we have, the most precious, the most be-
loved, may still become an abomination, by beinglenan idol to keep us away from God. Some of the
heathen worship gods of mud, others worship godgotd, but there is no difference in the idolatry,
whether the image is made of mire or of the mostipus metal. Have you any idols, dear friends? |
will not press the question too closely, but whateyour idols may be, they will bring you a worlél o
trouble, for you must love nothing in comparisorthvisod. He must be first, and everything else far
away in the background. No rivals will He endure. Will permit no Dagon to stand in the place where
the Ark of the Covenant abides. So God tests Abmattasee which has most of his heart’s love, Jeho-
vah who gave Him Isaac, or Isaac whom Jehovah dstedhim back again.

Thus God deals with believers, and tests them.

But the next point here is that, in some ca&ss] Himself tests believerdt came to pass after
these things, that God"—"Elohim,” that is the wortiElehim did tempt Abraham.” This does not al-
ways occur. Job is tried by the devil, and the ld®gts him, though even then God is permitting the
devil to be His instrument. But God Himself waséadimself testing His servant Abraham. | never
read that He tested Lot. Poor Lot! He was a poot,™indeed. There was just enough grace in him to
keep him alive, and no more, but he could not standtests. Lot failed wretchedly in Sodom. He was
righteous man, and proved that he was so by beiegegl with the filthy conversation of those around
about him, but still God did not test him. Thereswat enough true metal in him for God to try hiie
left the Sodomites to do that. They were quite gedugh to test Lot, but Abraham was a man of very
different metal, or, at least, there was a muctdapercentage of gold in Abraham than was to bedo
in Lot. Therefore God tested Abraham. O friendsyéhs something here to think of! Here is a peculi
character that God Himself deals with. Here is ecgd honor put upon the servant when Elohim Him-
self does test Abraham. Have you never prayed,rtBeme, O God, and know my heart: try me, and
know my thoughts: and see if there is any wicked imame, and lead me in the way everlasting”? In-
vite divine inspection, and, if God shall come, &ydsome extraordinary trial test you, be not dastn
on that account, but rather take it as a very ehéawor that the King Himself should put you to the
proof to know whether you are indeed His.

Further, | want you to notice that, in God’s deg#i with believersHe tests them again and again
Read the text through, “It came to pass after thi@sgs, that God did tempt Abraham.” After all hife
of holy obedience he was still not free from trigBod still tested him. He had received great amd p
cious promises, more than any other man of his,tamd He believed them, and sucked the sweetness
out of them, but after these things God did try gktam. He had had rare enjoyments. Did not angels
come and sit at his table? Did not the great Mekthek himself come forth with bread and wine tstfea
him? But after these things God tested Abrahamh&tebeen tested before. He had left his country; he
had sent away Ishmael, whom he loved, when the @mngsame, “Cast out this bondwoman and her
son.” He had been tested, but, after all, he milstbe tested. These things are an example tohall
people of God. We are not yet out of the wildernassl we may, even at the very last, have our Bighe
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test yet to come. “After these things, God did tespraham.” Abraham had reached a very high point
of faith, and after a time, he had enjoyed gre&tqf spirit. Everything went well with him. Byita he
had fought four kings, and led captivity captivey Raith, he had trampled on the riches of the world
and told the king of Sodom, that he would “not téikenm a thread even to a shoelace” of him. By faith
he had become great with God, and God had putopatts own name into Abram’s name, and made
Him Abraham, blending the name of God with the narhelis servant; and yet God tested Abraham;
not Abram only, but even Abraham!

Note here, that God did not try Abraham like @tishe beginning. It is “after these things” Gaddr
Abraham. There was a course of education to prdpardor this great testing time, and the Lord kisow
how to educate you up to such a point that youerature in years to come what you could not endure
today; just as today He may make you to stand @inder a burden, which, ten years ago, would have
crushed you into the dust. After all the tuitiomttlGod had given to him, after close communion with
God, receiving the Spirit of God into his soul iohrabundance; “after these things” God did testaAb
ham.

And here | go further, and say, ti@abd tests His people by actual experiertde did not test Abra-
ham by words only; He did not say to him, “Will ydo this? Are you willing to do that?” It is always
easy to say that we will do a thing if we do nopest to be compelled to do it. We can make large
promises when we think we shall never be calledhupofulfill them; we can even think large things
today about what we intend to do tomorrow. It iwals easy to rise up early overnight. But God does
not prove His people in word only, but in deed amdruth. The plain command came to Abraham,
which must be at once obeyed. He must go intoahé bf Moriah; and he must offer his son thereafor
burnt offering. It must come to real action. How lgou and | are in words! How great some people are
in profession! “Oh!” they say, “we will never fadlur Lord;” Like Peter, they swear that, “Though all
men shall be offended because of You, yet will ween be offended.” They become bold in their boasts
and proud in their own conceit, “professing themsglto be wise, they become as fools.” They may
even turn the very grace of God, which has enridghedh, into an occasion of vain glory. “I am per-
fect,” says one, “and completely dead to the watéyefore there is no fear that | shall fall. iilme of
trial | shall be strong, and if only the martyr @swere back again, how gloriously would | testdy
God!” But, after all, it is the test of real lifthe test of actual experience that will show whatamn is.
When God comes to real filing and hammering, and ps into the crucible, then it is that He proves
how much is dross, and how much is true metal.

Some believers arested more thoroughly than othets this case, the Lord tried Abraham most
severely. | cannot imagine a greater test thanwhath the Lord applied to Abraham. The Jews uguall
say that Abraham was tried ten times. Surely os dlecasion he was tried ten times in one. Here you
have trial carried to the tenth degree. Here theaite is made ten times hotter than it was knowweto
heated. There was no other in the whole universeeVer, by divine command, offered up his only,son
save One, and that One was He who commanded triiccg and who consummated such a sacrifice
Himself, for He will never ask of us what He wilbhHimself do. He gave freely for us His Only-
begotten Son; and Abraham stands alone, the oyobrmvoman born, that in this was called to be a
close imitator of his God. God tried him becauseteld bear it. He tried him in this way, becauge o
him it was said, he was the friend of God; he viresfather of the believing family; and, becausisf
high position, he must have the very greatestaftiles, trials, and tests.

My last thought, under this head, shall be th&ofl does thus try believeide blesses them greatly
thereby.All this testing was meant to be a great blessingbraham. Do | see you start back? Do you
seem to say that | have used terrible languagpaaksng thus about God'’s testing His people? O, bu
beloved, the tests and trials of God’s servantaydh they rumble a little in our ears, as did tlagans
that Joseph sent from Egypt to fetch Jacob, briegsings to us. Those wagons came to take Jacob
down to a land where he would behold the face stieloved, and should be with him all his life; and
our trials come to prepare us for the glorious mmegewith our Lord. God sends us letters in blackestl
envelopes, but they are all love letters; and taeker the letters look outside, the brighter they in-
side. The Lord paints the galleons of His gracdaw#rk colors, and we dream that they bear us lewil;
they are loaded down to the water’s brim with gadd rare and precious things. Therefore, be confi-
dent, tried believers—
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“Trials make the promise sweet,
Trials give new life to prayer;
Trials bring me to His feet,

Lay me low, and keep me there.”

The first blessed effect of God’s test of Abrahaaswhat thus he avoided evil. This trial prevented
him from thinking too much of Isaac, and allowirsgédc to divide him from his God. Perhaps he was in
danger of falling into that sin, and God saw it dte sent this test in order to put Isaac intorigt
place that Isaac might not die. He would have Aanaloffer him up, that he might keep him. He would
have him offer him up to God, that he might recéiwa back, for he was not Abraham’s son in a spir-
itual sense, till that day. Isaac was his son dlfterflesh, but, when he received him back agaifaltly,
he became his son in the new covenant of gracepfaie seed of Abraham after the Spirit. He reegiv
his son that day in the highest sense from God.

Do you not think, also, that it did Abraham grgabd in assuring his own heart, and enabling him to
know, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that he rehdlyfear and love God? Some of you get to doubting
whether you really do fear God. Would it not be thowhile to pass through some tremendous trouble,
to get that settled once for all? | do think tHa tord gives some of His people full-assuringuiias
tions, so that when once these are past, all darutdears are at an end. | spoke to a child of, Gal
other day, who said, “I do not know that, for twegears, | have had the slightest hesitation inngay
that | know whom | have believed; but,” he saidhdd an awful fight just before that time.” It ieayl
to kill the lion and have done with him, and thenand find honey in his carcass. It is an ordiriemy,
however, that only needs killing once, for somendid have met with have been killed a good many
times, but they seem to come to life again vergkjyi This test, however, Abraham needed only once,
and after that, since God Himself said, “Now | kninat you fear God,” He doubtless enabled Abraham
to say, “Now | know that | fear God.”

The trial blessed him further in revealing Chr8t you not think that, on this occasion, Abraham
had a clearer view of Christ than ever he had e@f@ur Savior says, “Abraham rejoiced to see My
day: and he saw it, and was glad.” When did AbraBaenChrist? He may have seen Him at other times,
but on the top of Moriah, when his own son wastenwood, and his own hand was lifted up, he must
have seen the Son of God, and the uplifted hartloof offering the Great Sacrifice. When He took the
ram from the thicket, and so saved the life ofdam, how clearly he must have understood that édess
doctrine of substitution, which is the very ceraéthe gospel! | have no other hope than this. éor |
conceive anything else that would be good newseddut the fact “that Christ died for our sins adsor
ing to the Scriptures,” that there was offered haotife instead of mine, through which | live. Byife
| do not live, and by a death | do not die, | amesh So it was with Isaac when he was saved byatime
taken in the thicket. It was worth while for Abrahdhus to be tested to have a view of Christ.

And, lastly, Abraham was blessed by the test mrmooning with the Father. To this day, perhaps,
Abraham enters more into the heart of God thanahgr man in heaven. | will not speculate, but it
seems to me that none of us can ever know suabwigtip with the great Father as Abraham has
known, now these thousands of years; for when imgtof the great Father, who surrendered His Son
for the salvation of men, he humbly adores thenitdi mind; but he seems to say, “And I, too, was
helped in my little way, as small things may be pared with great, to stand and offer up my son as a
burnt offering unto the Most High.” | think that estill the father of the faithful. I think th&tbraham
still holds wonderful pre-eminence. | do not wontleat we read of being in Abraham’s bosom; to get
as near to Abraham as we can is one of the thongs desired, that we may have sympathy and fellow-
ship with the eternal Father forever.

| notice that some of the old translators rentlergassage, “It came to pass, after these thirags th
God did lift up Abraham.” It is a strange trangbati and probably inaccurate, but it is wonderfillye,
for all that; for God did lift up Abraham to a higihplatform altogether, and brought him into a tgea
nearness to Himself, than he could have known ynadimer way.

So far, | have occupied your mind on a grand saipfee Lord’s way with believers.

Il. My second subject is a very practical one. THE BRIER'S WAY WITH THE LORD; for if
God has dealings with the believer, the believeo &las communion with the Lord.
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It takes two to make communion and fellowshipit Isot a wonderful thing that men can thus meet
God, and commune with Him face to face? This isglioey of faith, for “he that comes to God mbgt-
lievethat He is.” This is not an arbitrary conditiontlauises from the nature of things. Just as in p ma
of the two hemispheres, the circles only touch, ami¢ can touch at one point, so God can only meet
men by faith. Thus, to be a believer in God is aweha faculty by which we can touch the Eternak It
not enough, however, merely to know God as the tGreéyou believe in God, believe also in Me,”
says the Lord Jesus, “No man comes unto the Fdtherl)y Me.” Better be a believer in Christ than
have all the wealth of the Indies rolled to yowstfeand all the thrones of the world at your disiho®r
you then possess the unsearchable riches of Canidtwill one day share His throne of glory. Olatth
all who now hear my words were indeed among thdse believe! Why should you not venture at this
moment to launch out on the ocean of divine trdth® no venture, for a believer in Christ is onbawv
cannot be lost. God deals with those who believdeadealt with Abraham, and only those who believe
can have dealings with Him. How, then, does thébel act towards God? Let us look at the case be-
fore us.

God said to the patriarch, “Abraham,” and he sdsghold, here | am.” When God speaks to the
believer, he, on his part, lonored by the callHave you ever heard God speak to you? | do nainme
that with your ears you have heard any audibleeyddait has He not spoken to your heart in suchya wa
that, if there were no other men alive, God cowthave spoken more pointedly and definitely to3ou
God called Abraham alone. It is the way with Himsty, “Samuel, Samuel.” It is the way with Him to
call, “Saul, Saul.” “I have called you by your nanyeu are Mine.” “He calls His own sheep by name,
and leads them out.” What greater honor can we lizae this? The King knows our name, and ad-
dresses us. In a law court, one day, a man whajuiées at the back began to struggle, and pressdys
forward, and the people angrily told him to be guiBid you not hear?” he said, “I am called.” last-
ly they opened a way for him to the front, and agwhihis prompt action. How much readier we should
be to reply to the voice of God, recognizing thevifgge and honor thus bestowed upon us! Have you
not had such a call and responded to it?

Next, the believer shows himse#fady to be taughtAs soon as God said, “Abraham,” he answered,
“Here | am.” He seemed to say, “Here | am, Lord atentive. Master, say on! Speak, Lord, for Your
servant hears.” Are you always in that conditiagdy to be taught of God? Is His word precious to
you? Is His Holy Spirit greatly reverenced by ysa,that, the moment you hear Him call, you wait to
hear what God the Lord will speak to you, knowihgtt“He will speak peace unto His people, and to
His saints”? Happy is the man who is thus readyettaught.

Moreover, the believer must beady to obeyas well as ready to be taught. He must be willmg t
say, “Here | stand as Your servant. | know not whatorders are going to be, but here | am. Send me
where You will, with what burden You will, as lorag You will. Here | am.” If you are not willing to
obey, you may be quite sure you are not a belideeigbedience is the natural outcome of beliefuYo
remember the last verse of the third of John—“le thelieves on the Son has everlasting life,” and
then, immediately another word is used which beastronger sense, and may be rendered, “He that
obeysnot the Son shall not see life.” For, truly, if Wwelieve on Christ, we shall also obey Him. Are
you, dear friend, willing to say to God, “Here | asend me; let me be actively engaged in Your servi
Or, if it please You better, bid me go up to my badd lie there, and suffer sickness and pain. | am
ready to obey, just as You will"? Abraham was retdipe taught, and ready to obey.

And, more than that, the believer will be equatady to surrender‘Abraham.” “Here | am.” He
does not know what God is going to ask of him. #ynbe Sarah. It may be Isaac. | dare say that Isaac
was the last person that he expected would be asfideidn, seeing that all his hopes were bound up in
him, and he was the child of promise. God oftensdbe unexpected with His servants. However, there
was no reserve about it. Abraham said, “Here | am”—

“Yes, should You take them all away,

Yet will I not repine;

Before they were possessed by me

They were entirely Thine.”
And they are entirely Yours still. Oh, what a gts state of mind—to be ready to learn, ready &ypb
and ready to surrender!
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And Abraham was als@ady to be inspectedie says, “Here | am.” Adam went and hid himself i
the garden, and God had to call after him, “Wheesyau?” Abraham was ready when God called him.
It will be well if you can say, when you kneel atwy bedside tonight, “Lord, | have nothing to caalce
| am sincere before You. | would have You acquainéh all my faults and sins, that You may wash
them away; | would have You know all my mistakesl anrors, that You may correct them all. You
know all things. You know that I love You. | am hgpocrite. | have made no pretence of being Your
servant while | have been serving self and sinBl€ssed man, that dares to open his bosom, toalay b
his very heart, and say, “Shine into me, O Lord] k& Your searching light go through and through m
for in truth I am Your servant!”

The believer, who is prepared to respond to thel lim such a way, has much cause to praisehdor
has been made ready by the grace of Galskaham could not have said, “Here | am,” with tais
promptness, if it had not been for the educatiograte that had brought him up to it. Beloved, yway
think yourself ready for any service or any trialit you are not, unless grace has done great tfongs
you. Then every act performed by grace becomesigifir grace, an apprenticeship for a greater one.

For God's sake, Abraham had left his country aisdfdther’s house. Have you come out from the
world? If you have not, you cannot say, “Here |’afoor soul, still siding with the world, you are
where you ought not to be! “Come out from amongrthand be you separate, says the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing; and | will receive you, amtl be a Father unto you, and you shall be My sons
and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” Abraham hattlly obeyed God’s command, and separated
himself from his old companions.

Next, Abraham had yielded to Lot. He let him tdke choice of the best part of the land, even the
well-watered plain of Sodom. He had not disputethvsim. Are you willing to let the worldling have
the best of it here below, and to take your portigrand by in the promised land? If not, you cannot
say, “Here | am,” because you will probably be agydour neck in worldliness, and as greedy aften gai
as anybody else is. You are taking your portion mgnihe men of Sodom and Gomorrah, and how can
you say, “Here | am”? Lot could not have said itt Bbraham could.

Moreover, Abraham had defied foes. Four kings camtethe country, and he had only a handful of
servants and friends, yet he went after them likkash of lightning, and smote the four kings. Well
now, if you are a cowardly fellow, and have nevared to “Stand up, stand up for Jesus,” you cannot
say, “Here | am.” Where are you? Hiding away, tgyto save your precious skin, and to avoid being
laughed at for Christ? You will not be ready foe thord’s call till you come out, and “fight the gibo
fight of faith.”

But God had trained His servant Abraham to donyete. He had despised the world when he told
the king of Sodom that he would not take anythihgis, “from a thread even to a shoelace.” And now
he can say, “Here | am.” Until we get free fromwabrldly entanglements, and cease, even in the leas
thing, to rely on an arm of flesh, or to resorintorldly expedients, we shall not be prepared tpoad
instantly to the call of God.

Abraham had gone even further. He had cast odtdhdwoman and her son, and now he could say,
“Here | am.” As long as you hold on to legalismdadrust in your own good works, you dare not rise t
meet God, for you are under the law, and not ugdece. But when that is all gone, you can say, éHer
| am, in the covenant of grace, standing in Chkestus, ready for anything.”

Again, Abraham had prevailed with God in prayeou¥emember how he had pleaded for the wick-
ed cities of the plain, and God had allowed hinedatinue his intercessions with great boldnesse©O b
loved, you cannot say, “Here | am,” if God has mdugwn you as a suppliant at His throne of grace!
Sometimes | have said to myself, “The Lord Jesuss€ban never say to me at the last, ‘I never knew
you: depart from Me,’ for He has known me as | krewoor man in the street who has begged of me
every day.” | am always begging of my Lord, clamgriat Him for one thing or another. He knows me
well enough. Why, when | was but a youth, | truskéich for my eternal salvation! He called me to
Himself, and blessed me. | know that He will nelserable to say to me, “I never knew you.” Beloved,
this is why Abraham was so quick in responding tml@ call, because he was God’s friend, who was
on such intimate terms with his Lord that he cantdrcede with Him on the behalf of guilty men.

My last thought is most precious. Since the belieg thus prepared by grace to respond to the
Lord’s call, as Abraham did, when he said, “Heean,” he will be kept ready to the endly great de-
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sire is, that you and | should be ready for anghhmt the Lord wills, and keep always ready fosd
that if Christ should come at cock-crowing, or ddotome at midday, or midnight, we should be ready;
and if death should come, we would be ready; angleifshould lose our dearest friend, our choicest
treasure, our health—anything or everything—yélt we should each one say, “Lord, | never made any
bargain with You. | never had anything reservednfiéou. If it is Your will, it is my will. If You s it,
so be it, for who am |, and what is Your servamttl should dare to dispute with the infinite wisd of
infallible love?” Happy is the man who can say, feléam.” The Lord put you into that frame of mind;
and then it shall be said of you, “He shall notab@id of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, truggimn the
Lord.” You shall go merrily through life, and joyfu to death, and you shall rise triumphantly ire th
glad morning; for when God shall call you, then yaill each one answer, “Here | am, for You did call
me."—
“From beds of dust and silent clay,”

we shall arise with songs in our mouths to answéhe resurrection trumpet, and so shall we bevéare
with the Lord. Thus shall all the children of faltk blessed with faithful Abraham.

God bless these words to you, dear friends, feuslesake! Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—GENESIS 22.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—208, 750, 703.

The following letter, written by MR. SPURGEON toet congregation at the Tabernacle last Lord’s-daly,give the
latest information as to his progress towards repgv-

Westwood, Beulah Hill, Upper Norwood,
September 20, 1891.

“BELOVED FRIENDS—May this Sabbath be a high dayharou! May this be a day wherein the Good Shepbkadll
find His lost sheep, and lay them on His shouldejsicing! Mr. Fullerton, whom | greatly love ing¢h_ord, has won many
souls abroad; may he again have many graciousveamimong us at home!

“I would not write of myself, only you want to kmg and you desire to know all that | can tell. | aitting up this morn-
ing to write you before the doctor comes at 8:3@] so | cannot tell what he will say of me. Thesafionate and effectual
prayers of the saints dragged me back to life,@rg by the same means shall | recover strenggill not touch upon my
present affliction; you will guess at it when | ght, although the stairs to my bedroom are vasyel cannot ascend them,
but have to be carried up by others. The heareasiyl not endure even that small climb, thereforeeed your prayers still;
and | know | shall have them, for your love neveases.

“You have kept together most lovingly during theuf months now nearly over; can you abide my furtidesence,
which is painful to me, and yet absolutely need&d@ Lord grant it, | shall come among you fit fengce, but it cannot be
for months. The Lord does not give half-mercies.viikk perfect that which concerns us. How He haarleprayer! Had |
died, all infidelity would have noted it as a prabét prayer was useless: we have a right nowdoesane on the other side.
Youwould have been much discouraged if prayer hadoaeh answered; and it is fair that now you shoeldegually en-
couraged and established in your confidence irptager-hearing Jehovah. “The Lord bless every dneuo! Let our love
continue in all patience of hope.

“Yours ever heartily,
C. H. SPURGEON.”

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org

8 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 37






