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“Behold, | create new heavens and a new earth: ahe former shall not be remembered,
nor come into mind. But be you glad and rejoice &wer in that which | create:
for, behold, | create Jerusalem a rejoicing, andrhgeople a joy. And | will
rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people.”
Isaiah 65:17-19.

THIS passage, like the rest of Isaiah’s closingptérs, will have complete fulfillment in the latter
days when Christ shall come, when the whole compudirtyis elect ones shall have been gathered out
from the world, when the whole creation shall hbeen renewed, when new heavens and a new earth
shall be the product of the Savior's power, whemnever and forever, perfected saints of God st&ll b
hold His face, and joy and rejoice in Him. | hopel delieve that the following verses will actuadlg-
scribe the condition of the redeemed during thgnreif Christ upon the earth; “There shall be noanor
thence an infant of days, nor an old man that tvadilled his days: for the child shall die an hued
years old. They shall build houses, and inhabinthend they shall plant vineyards, and eat the ol
them. They shall not build, and another inhabigytshall not plant, and another eat: for as the déy
tree are the days of My people, and My elect doalyj enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not
labor in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for thare the seed of the blessed of the Lord, and tfki
spring with them. And it shall come to pass, thefoke they call, | will answer; and while they amet
speaking, | will hear. The wolf and the lamb sHakd together, and the lion shall eat straw like th
bullock: and dust shall be the serpent’s meat. Bi&ll not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain
says the Lord.”

But the work which is spoken of in the text is adiye begun among u3here is to be a literal new
creation, but that new creation has commenceddireand | think, therefore, that even now we ought
to manifest a part of the joy. If we are called mpo be glad and rejoice in the completion of therky
let us rejoice even in the commencement of it. Iéwel Himself will joy and rejoice, and we who are i
sympathy with Him are exhorted and even commanddaktglad; let us not be slack in this heavenly
duty.

Do you know what this work of creation is, whighhere thrice promised in the words, “I creaté. . .
create . . .| create”? It is evidently a seconato®, which is altogether to eclipse the firstd gt it out
of mind. Shall | tell the story?

The first creation was so fair that, when the Llmroked upon it, with man as its climax and crown,
He said, “It is very good,” but it failed in man wishould have been its glory. Man sinned, and $n hi
sin he was so connected with the whole of the g#rdt he dragged it down with him. The slime & th
serpent passed over everything. The taint of simedahe whole of God’s work in this lower world.
The creation was made subject to vanity, and iagsoin pain together until now. But the Infinitely
Blessed would not be defeated, and in infinite @sednsion He determined that He would make a new
creation which would rise upon the ruins of thetfiHe resolved that under a second Adam something
more than Paradise should be restored to the weivete purposed that He would undo, through Jesus
Christ, the Seed of the woman, all the mischief tiaal been worked by the serpent. He has commenced
to undo this mischief, and to work this new creatiand so commenced that He will never withdraw
His hand till the work is done. He has commencehdus; by putting new hearts into as many as He has
called by His Spirit, regenerating them, and makingm to become new creatures in Christ Jesus.
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These the apostle tells us are a kind of firstdrof this new creation. We are the commencemetiteof
future ingathering. Our new-born spirits are thstfripe ears of corn out of a wonderful harveat thill
come by and by. The saints’ spirits are, first lbfreew-created, but their bodily parts remainhe bld
creation. Hence we suffer pain, for though the iSgrlife because of righteousness, “the bodyeadi
because of sin.” By and by their bodies shall be-oeeated, when, from beds of dust and silent clay,
they shall leap up into immortal beauty. The resction will be to the body what regeneration ishte
soul. When body and soul are thus created anewwhwte earth around them, in which they shall
dwell, shall be, at the same time, renewed alst,sanGod shall make the spirits, the minds, thedspd
and the abodes of men, all new. These bodies, gugck by His Spirit who dwells in us, and united to
souls purified and refined, shall tread upon amhe@elivered from the curse, and shall be canoped
neath new heavens. Have they not new desires? &hotlall above them be new? They shall tread a
new earth, for they have new ways.

Inasmuch as this ought to be the subject of jog, the text invites us to it, | come to press upon
the sweet duty of present delight. Oh, when hagsime made a precept, when joy is made a command,
| cannot but hope that God’s people, to whom | aw speaking, will answer the call! Has joy become
a duty? Then we will be joyous. Has gladness becomecept? Then we will gladly enough obey, and
our heart shall dance for joy. | will read the tegfain, and then we will consider what sort of ipis
which is to arise out of the work of divine gracetihe new creation. “Behold, | create new heavews a
a new earth: and the former shall not be rememb@a@dcome into mind. But be you glad and rejoice
forever in that which | create: for, behold, | deederusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. |Amidi
rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people.”

l. First, then, concerning the joy to which we ardechlwe would say, IT IS A JOY IN CREA-
TION, “Behold, | create new heavens and a new eartheate Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a
joy.”

I must confess that | think it a most right andedlent thing that you and | should rejoice in ttae-
ural creation of God. | do not think that any maraitogether beyond hope who can take delighten th
nightly heavens as he watches the stars, anddgelg he treads the meadows all bedecked with king-
cups and daisies. He is not lost to better thinge,wn the waves, rejoices in the creeping thingsi4
merable drawn up from the vast deep, or who, invtbeds, is charmed with the sweet carols of the
feathered minstrels. The man who is altogetherdeddiom delights in nature, but gets away into the a
tificial and the sensual. He cares little enoughtlfie fields except he can hunt over them, littlewgh
for lands unless he can raise rent from themelgthough for living things except for slaughterfar
sale. He welcomes night only for the indulgencdisfsins, but the stars are not one half as btight
him as the lights that men have kindled, for himleiad the constellations shine in vain. One of e p
est and most innocent of joys, apart from spiritis@hgs, in which a man can indulge, is a joy ie th
works of God. | confess | have no sympathy with goed man, who, when he went down the Rhine,
dived into the cabin that he might not see therraved the mountains lest he should be absorbed in
them, and forget his Savior. | like to see my Sawio the hills, and by the shores of the sea. t hea
Father’s voice in the thunder, and listen to thesp#rs of His love in the cadence of the sunlit egav
These are my Father’'s works, and therefore | adtheen, and | seem all the nearer to Him when | am
among them. If | were a great artist, | should khina very small compliment if my son came into my
house, and said he would not notice the pictutesdl painted, because he only wanted to thinkef
He therein would condemn my paintings, for if thvegre good for anything, he would be rejoiced to see
my hand in them. Oh, but surely, everything thanes from the hand of such a Master Artist as God
has something in it of Himself! The Lord does regin His works, and shall not His people do so? He
said of what He had made, “It is very good,” andddanot be very good himself who thinks that which
God makes is not very good. In this he contradig<od. It is a beautiful world we live in—

“Every prospect pleases,

And only man is vile.”
There are lovely spots on this fair globe which ltup make even a blasphemer devout. | have said,
among the mountains, “He who sees no God here ds"riiere are things that God has made which
overwhelm with a sense of His Omnipotence; howroan see them, and doubt the existence of the De-
ity? Whether you consider the anatomy of the baaythe conformation of the mighty heavens, you
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wonder that the scorner does not bow his head—aat la silence, and own the infinite supremacy of
God.

Well, now, if there be, and | am sure there is stbimg pure and elevating in joy in God as the €rea
tor of ordinary things; as the Maker of all thissficreation; much more is there something bright
pure, and spiritually exhilarating, in rejoicing @od’s higher works, in God’s spiritual works, s
new creation. | think, if a man feels within hirnaw heart, and rejoices in his new birth; if hessiee
others new and holier lives, and rejoices in thiéme listens to the preaching of the gospel, asday-
ers in it new and better principles, such as tldevabrn-out world could never have discovered—why,
that man is a gracious man. The eye that can seeetlv nature is an eye that grace has given, amd ne
ly opened to new light. The heart that can rejaicthe new creation is a heart that is itself ree@wor
else it would not comprehend spiritual things, aadld not rejoice in them. | invite you, therefodear
friends—you that see, and know, and somewhat ajgeethe new creation in its beginnings—to joy,
and to rejoice in it tonight. It is a delightfulitly that God should make a tree, and bid it connth fim
spring tide with all its budding verdure. It isa better thing that God should take a poor thdregrt
like yours and mine, and transform it till it becesrlike the fir tree or the pine tree to His praisés a
charming sight when bulbs that have slept undeurgtdhrough the winter, hold up their golden cups t
be filled with the glory of the returning sun. Budw much better that hearts that have lain dedres?
passes and sins should be moved by the secret tdubk Spirit of God to welcome the Sun of right-
eousness, and to rejoice in Him! How glorious te aeslum become a sanctuary, a den of thieves a
house of God! This is even more wonderful thandiarkness to become light, and chaos yield to order.
God’s new creation, even in its beginnings herd, rmow, is a something to delight one’s soul inrdyp
you, delight yourselves therein. Behold, in theatm of a new heart, the manifest finger of Godiaw
power to turn the human will; to subdue fierce pass to change the very core and center of thethea
This is power in the moral and spiritual world asaj as anything which can be seen even in the con-
vulsions of earthquakes. Herein is wisdom too! \Weak of the wisdom of God as seen in anatomy, in
botany, or in astronomy; yet this wisdom is stilbma to be seen in regeneration; in the making ef th
sinner who wandered from God, to become a saintfathmvs after holiness, in the bringing of the op-
poser of Christ to become His friend and advocaterule the will, and yet leave it free; to guidet
heart, and yet to let it choose; to reverse thedaweing, and yet to violate no law of man’s natur
herein is the wisdom of the Highest Himself. Theilates of God are to be seen in the visible aeat
but they are to be seen in a brighter and supkgiatrin the new creation. There is not one of altigib-
utes of God which has not its illustration undex dtonomy of grace, and blessed shall your whole be
ing be if you can to the full rejoice in that whiGwod creates.

There is one reason why you are called upon tmaojn it, namely, that you are a part of it. When
the angels saw God making this world, they sangttay, and shouted for joy, but they were not & par
of this lower world. They had nothing to do with meestate, save as a matter of sympathy. Butras fo
this new creation of our gracious God, you andelpked, who have believed in Jesus, are part of it.
That same grace, which has quickened others inolifes has quickened us. The same Spirit, who has
given new principles and new desires to others,gngen them to us also. The Father has begotten us
again by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, fromdised. We are the central beings of the new creatio
and so let us joy and rejoice in it with all ouuk@nd mind, and strength.

I know, when I lay sorely sick and tormented irdoit seemed always to be such a joy to me that |
myself, my inner self, my spirit, had been new-tedaand that my nobler part could rise above tiie s
fering, and soar into the pure heavens of thetgpirrealm, and | said of this poor body, “You hang
yet been new-created. Still does the venom of tleserpent taint you, but you shall yet be delidere
You shall rise again if you die, and are buriedyou shall be changed if the Lord should suddenly
come. You, poor body, you that drags me down taodtret in pain and sorrow, even you shall rise, and
be made anew in ‘the adoption, to wit, the redeamptif the body,’ for the new creation has begun in
me, even the earnest of the Spirit.” O beloved;tgaru rejoice in this? | would incite you to do.d®e-
joice in what God is doing in this new creationt yeur whole spirit be glad! Overflow with gladnéss
Let loose the torrents of praise! Leap down, ydareets of joy!

Well, that is our first point. It is a joy in crigan.

II. And, secondly, IT IS A JOY WHICH WILL ECLIPSE ALLAAT HAS GONE BEFORE.
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Now, my text is, “And the former shall not be renitgered, nor come into mind.” God’s great new-
creating work ought to fill us with such joy asrake us forget the old creation, as though we taid
ourselves—"What are the sun and the moon? We sbhalhave need of these variable lights in the per-
fection of the new creation, for in heaven, ‘Theyed no candle, neither light of the sun.” Whathe
sea, though it is the very mirror of beauty? Int thew creation there will be no more sea, and sprm
and tempests will be all unknown. What are thegarlas of sight and hearing? We shall not want them
when our eyes shall behold the King in His beantthe land that is very far off. The joy of therd#pal
is such that, while it admits the joy of the natugeet, nevertheless, it swallows it up as Aarorod
swallowed up the rods of the magicians. In those days we shall be in tune with Dr. Watts when he
sang—

“Lo! what a glorious sight appears

To our believing eyes!

The earth and seas are passed away,

And the old rolling skies.

From the third heaven, where God resides,
That holy, happy place,

The new Jerusalem comes down,
Adorned with shining grace.

The God of glory down to men

Removes His blessed abode,

Men the dear objects of His grace,

And He their loving God.

His own soft hand shall wipe the tears
From every weeping eye,

And pains, and groans, and griefs, and fears,
And death itself shall die.”

As an instance of the expulsive power of a newgtieliwe all know how the memory of the old dis-
pensation is gone from us. Brethren, did any of geer weep because you did not sit at the Passover?
Did you ever regret the Paschal lamb? Oh, neveause you have fed on Christ! Was there ever man
that knows his Lord that ever did lament that hé hat the sign of the old Abrahamic covenant in his
flesh? No, he gladly dispenses with the rites efdld covenant, since he has the fullness of thean-
ing in his Lord. The believer is circumcised in Ghrburied in Christ, risen in Christ, and in Giirex-
alted to the heavenly places. Did you ever redretabsence of the burnt offering, or the red heder
any of the sacrifices and rites of the Jews? Dudl geer pine for the feast of tabernacles, or trdcde
tion? No, because, though those were like the el/éns and earth to the Jewish believers, they have
passed away, and we now live under new heavens aiesv earth, so far as the dispensation of divine
teaching is concerned. The substance is comehanhadow has gone, and we do not remember it.

Now, | want you to feel just the same with regtarall your former life as you now feel towardsttha
old dispensation. The world is dead to you, and tgotine world. Carnal customs and attractions are f
you abolished, even as the ancient sacrifices lawbshed. What were your sins? They are blotted out
the depths have covered them; you shall see thamn ag more forever. Seek not after them as though
you had a lingering esteem for them. Let them mohe to mind, except to excite you to repentance.
What were your pleasures when you lived in siny€othem. They were vapid, deceptive, destructive
evils. You have a higher pleasure now which enchgatir soul. What have been the sorrows of your
past life, especially your sorrows while comingQhbrist? You need not remember them, but, like the
woman who remembers no more her travail for theth@g a man is born into the world, so your birth
into the new creation causes you to forget allsinéerings of your spirit in coming there. “Old nigis
have passed away; behold, all things have becomE heould to God that the joy of the new creation
would so fill us right up to the brim that we shdulot imagine any other joy. This puts out all otjog
as the sun hides all the stars. Let all go; legajlrolled up as the heavens and the earth dve,tbke
vestures all worn, let all of my past life be laside. Now put | on my new dress of sparkling jog a
delight in the new things, for has not Christ matlethings new to me? A new song is in my mouth,
even praise to Him forevermore; a new law is inlmgrt; and a new service engages all my powers.
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There is great scope for enlargement here, buit hat linger, lest | chase away your joy by speak
ing about it unto weariness.

[Il. In the third place, IT IS A PRESENT AND A LASTINQDY, “But be you glad and rejoice
FOREVER in that which | create.” Be now glad, amivrrejoice; it is a present joy. Take a delightful
interest in that which God is now creating in tipgitual realm; though the work is only in the dgjn
yet be glad concerning it. Be glad in anything tiat Lord has created in you. Has He created insgou
much of the new life as to have produced convictrepentance, faith in Christ, hope in the promise,
longing for holiness? Be glad in this even if yavé other circumstances pressing upon you, and caus
ing you to be heavy of heart. Though you might miming because you are so sickly, yet be glad that
you are born again. If somewhat distressed becgoseare so poor, yet be glad that you are a dfild
God, and have a place in the new family of lovd.the old things go, and grasp the new, the hegvenl
The old creation; bear with it a little longer, ftive time of your redemption from its bondage draws
near. Find your joy where God would have you fipchamely, in that part of your nature which is new
in the new principles, the new promises, the newenpant, and the blood of the new covenant, which
are yours; all of them. Look no longer for the ligiamong the dead, but let your heart dwell inlithe
ing world with your living Lord, and be glad. Theagdom of God is within you, rejoice in it.

And | want you, also, to find your joy in the neneation of God, as you see it in others. The angel
rejoice over one sinner that repents; surely yalilasught to do so! Try and do good, and bring rthe
to Christ, and when a soul shows signs of turninigst God, let that be your joy. “Be glad and regin
that which | create.” | have had many rich draudhas this cup. | do not know anything that has mad
me so happy, hundreds and thousands of times ififenyas to see God at work in men’s hearts; and,
without exaggeration, to hear of this one and at thne brought to Christ through the hearing or the
reading of my sermons has been a heaven to meyddhmay drink as much as you like of this cup of
sympathy with God in His new creation work! Thesenio intoxication about it—to find a joy in the
work of God in the hearts of others is healthy,alinsh delight. | know some snarling people who, if
they hear of one being converted, say that “thgehbis genuine,” which, being interpreted, metuag
they do not believe it is, and they almost hops rtot. “Oh, but,” they say, if there is a greatrvdone
anywhere, “I never did like excitement! When | heamany conversions, | expect many backsliding.”
Cold, dead fish that they are, excitement wouldmat them. A little boiling might do them good,rpe
haps. Yes, but if they meet with one who is an emirChristian, and whose public character will bear
the closest inspection, they say, “Ah, well! Werdid know what he is like at home,” and so they have
always some sly word to say against God’'s workt ke the serpent in Eden coming, and hissing,
“Yes, has God said?” | would far rather be onehafse that can see the beauty of God’s handiwork in
my fellow Christians, than one who can spy outrtdefect. | think it is very beautiful where JohorB
yan represents Christiana and Mercy as admiring etieer. They had both enjoyed a wash in that won-
derful beauty-giving bath, and Mercy said to Claisa, “How beautiful you are! | never saw anyone
look so lovely as you are.” But Christiania saidttehe was not beautiful at all; she could notessee
thing about herself to admire, while in Mercy sha/®verything to esteem and love. Oh, to have an ey
for the work of God in other people, and to rejaicet! Such an eye sees not itself, and yet itsslf
one of God'’s loveliest works. “Be you glad and regg’ says God, “in that which | create.” Can we de
cline the sacred invitation? No, rather let us Kfally enter into the joy of our Lord. Be thankftdr
what God has done for yourself; be thankful for iMBad is doing in other people, and recollect tifat,
you once begin this joy, you need never renounderithe text says, “Be you glad and rejoioeever.”
Every day, and all the day, this light of joy isrshg, for the Creator stays not His hand. As lasgyou
live, there will be something in the new creatibattshall be to you a wellspring of fresh joy ared d
light. Heaven will only enlarge this joy. Be glaoréver, because God will ever be creating something
fresh in which you may be glad.

I\V. Again, in the fourth place, it may be said of tbg ywhich we ought to feel, that IT IS A JOY
WHICH GOD INTENDED FOR US, “For, behold, | createrdsalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.”
He has made the new city, the new people, the nenldwo be a source of joy.

Take Jerusalem as the emblem of the church of God.always intended that His chosen, called,
and converted people should be a rejoicing. Hetedegou on purpose that you should yourselves, be
happy, and bring happiness to others. Do you notvkiihat His name is the happy God, and nothing
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gives Him greater happiness than to give happitestis creatures? Do you think you were chosen to
be a groaner all your days? Were you called to npiskear brother? Does Jesus Christ say, “Come unto
Me, all you that labor and are heavy laden, andlinaake you doleful”? Does He say, “Take My yoke
upon you, and learn of Me, and you shall find agonyour hearts™? No; but He talks about rest, and
peace, and joy, and blessedness. One wrote toame, gears ago, and said that he came into this con-
gregation, and he felt at once that he must beamtrong place, because he found so large an agsemb
God’s people, he said, are a small remnant; theréesv that shall be saved. He had settled thatemat
in his own expanded soul. But he was still more gbat he was in the wrong place when he looked at
me, for | looked happy, and in his judgment, ifddhknown anything about the experience of a tried
child of God, my face would have been much longasre wrinkled, and more sadly serious. | confess
that my face does betray at times the fact that happy, and | cannot help it. But when this goahm
looked round on the great congregation; you wetealichere then, but when he looked round on the
vast congregation, and saw them all looking so yape felt that he must get out of the buildingsasn
as he could, for such smiling people could notheedfflicted people of God. He walked, he said, som
distance along our streets, feeling heavy at Heectiuse of the joy he had witnessed, but at last he
reached a little place in a court. The very aspét¢he chapel gave him hope—it was so small and so
hidden away. He entered, and, to his satisfachenfound in the congregation less than a scores her
were the faithful few. At any rate, he could saytho$, “Is it not a little one?” The minister was dole-
ful as could be desired, and the subject was fulaimentation. He tells me that he sat down thare i
peace, for he found himself at home. | am glad he suited. Different people have different ways) yo
know, and some love to be comfortably wretched. IBintd myself miserable only when | keep away
from my Lord and His work of new-creation. | have/ays found hitherto that when I can get under the
shadow of His wings, my soul is at rest, and | loglon that restfulness and happiness as the watrk an
fruit of the Spirit: “the fruit of the Spirit is ypand peace.” My impression is that | am not righien |
give way to depression and melancholy. | certashiguld not go to a place of worship seeking fordou
and despondency. Neither should | conclude thamidtrbe on the way to heaven, because |1 felt in my
own heart some of the miseries of hell. When | aspdndent, | say to myself, “Why are you cast
down, O my soul?” | probably know as much aboutrdsgion of spirit as any man that lives, but | con-
sider myself foolish and blameworthy, a fool forokving so much darkness, and | do not want to feel
any more of it. | would like to drive myself out ifonce for all if | could, for we ought to be dglaand
rejoice forever in that which God creates. He hraated His people as a rejoicing; yes, His peaplset
a joy. Ours is a heritage of joy and peace. My deathren and sisters, if anybody in the world dugh
be happy, we are the people. How large our obbgatiHow boundless our privileges! How brilliant
our hopes!—

“Bright the prospect soon that greets us

Of that longed-for nuptial day,

When our heavenly Bridegroom meets us

On His kingly, conquering way;

In the glory, bride and Bridegroom reign forever!”

What should make us miserable? Shall the childfetinen bride chamber mourn while the Bride-
groom is with them? Sin?—that is forgiven. Afflmti?—that is working our good. Inward corrup-
tions?—they are doomed to die. Satanic temptatieng® wear an armor which they cannot penetrate.
We have every reason for delight, and we have nverethis command for it, “Delight yourself also in
the Lord, and He will give you the desires of ybeart.” God bring us into that blessed conditiord a
keep us there!

God intended not only that we should have joy, that we should spread it among others. He in-
tends that wherever we go we should be light-bsaierd set other lamps shining. Why are some so
afraid of joy? They seem, wherever they go, to bgylin turning out the lambs. The first thing to be
done is, “Take that child out.” Dear little childjth its pleasant prattle, so happy at your feetlhyw
send it away? If there is a very happy hymn in llbek, do not sing it; it would be presumptuous.
Sing—

“Lord, what a wretched land is this!”

6 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 37




Sermon #2211 God Rejoicing in the New Creation 7

Crooked meter, key dismal, tune dolorous. | feat tertain Christians go through this world makiing
miserable as they march through it. Oh, that theydsee that Christ has come to destroy the waoirks
the devil, and would have us rejoice in the nevatio@ of our God!

Alas, there are heady, hard-hearted persons alwbadby their willfulness and pride, would crush
every flower in the garden beneath their wickedfslo@herever they go, everything is despised, ridi-
culed, and kicked by them! This is the spirit o tkvil one. Oh, do not so! Christian people, yoteda
not be so; you shall not be so; God will not letiyie so; you must be gentle, compassionate, gesierou
kind, and gracious. Wherever you go try to makessthappy, for God creates Jerusalem a rejoicing,
and His people a joy; a joy to others who haveay & source of happiness to the saddest of oer rac
Help the widow, comfort the fatherless, succorpber, cheer the desponding, tell the glad newhéo t
weary heart. In the Father’'s hands, in Christ’'sdsam the Spirit's hands, seek to break the passn
fetters, and to bring him out into the light ofditty; you, too, are anointed to proclaim libertythe cap-
tives. May the God of infinite mercy help you arelghme so to do!

Now, dear friends, just for a minute upon thisatien. | want to show how the work of God does
create a joy-making people. As soon as ever weameerted, what is one of the first things that esm
of it? Why, joy! The morning | found Christ, it smed very hard. The snowflakes fluttered around me,
like white doves, as | went home, and | felt justlight as those, for my soul was washed whiten tha
snow. It was not a gloomy winter’s day to me, duhature wore her bridal dress in sympathy with my
delight. Was it not so with you on the day of yoaw birth? Were you not as happy as ever you could
be when you first found the Savior? So far, you see Lord creates joy, and it is better still hat on.
When the creation of God goes on, and a man itelp conquer sin, when the work of grace in his
soul grows and increases, he cries, “Thanks beotbv@ich gives us the victory,” and he gets incegas
joy in his soul over every conquered sin. When gnod | see sin subdued, do we not feel happy? When-
ever the news comes to me that a man has beemredl&rom drunkenness, or a woman is saved from
the streets, or when | hear of a hard-hearted simpenting, | rejoice in the Lord. Conversion days
our high holidays. Revivals are our jubilees. Thus Lord gives us opportunities for joy and rejogi
as His new-creation work proceeds stage by stagieiBdays are in store, it may be, and | trust itha
years to come we shall more and more behold God#limgpand shall rejoice therein.

But, by and by, there will be a still greater j0We shall enter into heaven, and there will be joy
among the angels, and joy in our heart over Godig-areation work, which will proceed at a glorious
rate. Then the nations will be converted to Gondw not when, or exactly how, but the day shall
come when Christ shall reign from pole to pole. Avitht a joy that will be! We shall indeed be glad i
that which God creates, as the islands of the bak 8ng out His praise! Then Christ the Lord will
come, and what joy and rejoicing there will be hattday when He has fully fashioned the new earth
and the new heavens! His ancient people, the se&draham, shall be gathered in with exultation. We
will clap our hands when the long-wandering nastiall turn unto the true God, and own the rejected
Messiah, of the house of David! The Gentiles wilt be jealous. They will rejoice as the Jew comes i
and then will the Jews rejoice over the Gentilassthey see them worshipping Abraham’s God. Every-
thing that is to come in the eternal future flashgist into the eyes of believers, and calls upoent to
rejoice in anticipation. Nothing prophesied shdodddreaded by us. There is nothing foretold by, seer
beheld in vision, that can alarm the Christian.dda stand serenely on the brink of the great dterni
and say, “Come on! Let every event foretold becenfact! Pour out your vials, you angels! Fall, you
star called Wormwood! Come, Gog and Magog, to #s¢ great battle of Armageddon!” Nothing is to
be dreaded; nothing is to be feared by those wh@ae with Jesus. To us remains nothing but joy and
rejoicing, for God has made His people a rejoiciyes, His people a joy.

V. I finish up with the last point, IT IS A JOY IN WEH WE SHARE WITH GOD. Gently, my
tongue! Timidly and cautiously speak you here! Hergour warrant for supposing a fellowship with
God and man in this joy: “Behold, | create Jerusaterejoicing, and her people a jé&\nd | will rejoice
in Jerusalem, and joy in My peepl The wonderful comes out here. God Himself, thertblessed,
finds joy in His new creation. Herein is ground foarveling. | have often said to you that when the
Lord made the material world, there was not much o touch His spiritual nature, and so He simply
spoke and said, in plain prose, “It is good.” Thais all; He said it was good. But when the Lord has
made new heavens and earth, when He has finistiesh the bride of Christ shall be brought to Him—

Volume 37 Tell someone today how much you love g&3rist. 7




8 God Rejoicing in the New Creation Sermon #2211

you know the word, “He will rest in His love, He lljioy over her with singing.” Did you ever get mt
your hearts the idea of the Lord God singing? Gadisg over His church, over His Jerusalem, over
His new creation! God singing! | can understandahgels singing for joy over God’s work, but hese i
God singing over His own work. | will tell you sotheng more wonderful than that; it is that you skiou
be a part of that work, and that God should singr gou. And yet it is not so very a wonder, foHis
not the Father, and does not the Father sing oiepiddigal son that wandered and is come back? Is
He not the Savior, and will not the Savior, who ¢atuus with His blood, sing over us who are the pur
chase of His agonies? He is the Spirit, and slalkime Spirit, who has strived with us, and worledid
our works in us, sing when His work is done, andaneesanctified? Father, when Your eternal purposes
are all fulfilled, You will joy over Your people! & of God, Redeemer, when all Your agonies shall
have received their recompense in the salvatioviooir redeemed, You will rejoice over Your chosen!
Holy Spirit, when all Your condescending indwellimithin us shall have accomplished its design, You
will rejoice in Your people! Come now, beloved,aieg in sympathy with the divine heart! When the
father found his son, he made the whole househeldymnand shall not we be? When the woman had
found her piece of money, she called togetheritemds and neighbors, and she said, “Rejoice wih m
for | have found the piece which | had lost.” Shadt we rejoice with the Spirit over the lost silyeec-
es? When the shepherd brought home his sheepjdi€¢Rajoice with me; for | have found my sheep
which was lost.” Come, then, rejoice with the Fathejoice with the Son, rejoice with the Spirihdaif
the Lord God, as the Trinity in Unity, invites us lte glad and rejoice in that which He createsuset
not hold back, but let us sing His matchless |lame] new-creating power, and infinite wisdom. | am
sure you will sing, you must sing even now, if yawow yourselves to be a part thereof.

And now | close with this observation. Nobody véller rejoice in this new-creating work of God
while he is rejoicing in his own works, and trugtim himself, and boasting his own merits. It isign
of grace when a man is sick of self, and is in frynwith God. When he leaves off rejoicing in what
he can do, and comes to rejoice in what God hase,dord is doing, then a change has been worked up-
on him. Some of you are trying to save yourselaes, make yourselves right before God; as well might
the dead try to find life for themselves. It canbetdone. You must be made new by a power you have
not within yourself—by a divine power. You must lb@n again, and this is the work of God; not your
work. We shall know when this heavenly work is begu you when you cease from rejoicing in any-
thing that you are or can be of yourselves, and #iall you with us rejoice in that which God cesain
you.

Ring the bells of heaven! Tune your voices, sdnsanth! He who makes all things new is on the
throne, working out His holy pleasure. Hallelujatdllelujah! Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ROMANS 8:19-28; 2 PETER 3:3-13.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—345, 346, 360, 108 (FLOWERS AND FRUITS).

Mr. SPURGEON has been very seriously ill, but treyprs of the Lord’s people, at the Tabernacleasewhere, have
been graciously answered on his behalf. Heartykdgining should be rendered to the Lord for higiphrecovery, joined
with earnest supplication for his complete resiorato health and strength. Both Mr. and Mrs. SPERBI are deeply
grateful for the widespread sympathy that has me@nifested during this season of severe trial.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574_Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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