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“In whom we have redemption through His blood, tliergiveness
of sins, according to the riches of His grace.”
Ephesians 1:7.

READ the chapter, and carefully note how the dpagtes to the back of everything, and commenc-
es with thoserimeval blessingsvhich were ours before time began. He dwells @ndivine love of
old, and the predestination which came out ofnfj all that blessed purpose of making us holy and
without blame before Him in love, which was competied in the covenant of grace. It does us good to
get back to these antiquities—to these eternabthiiyou shake off something of the dust of time, as
you no longer walk down its restless ages, butetss the glorious eternity, where centuries seem no
more than fallen leaves by the way. Thousands afsyare less than a drop of a bucket compared with
the lifetime of the Almighty. How sublime a thing ¢limb, in contemplation, to the everlasting God a
the eternal council chamber, and to see the hédove beating towards the chosen people before all
time, and the infinite mind of God devising and gasing their good! This is an exceedingly great re-
freshment, and the wonder is that so few beliedars to ascend this sublime hill of the Lord, thiere
commune with Him that was, and is, and is to come.

After the apostle had briefly touched upon thdtject, he then began to speakpoésent blessings—
matters of actual experience, and he commencedygg “In whom we have redemption.” The grace
of the eternal past is a matter of faith, but hiereomething which is within our grasp and enjoytmen
The other we believe, but this we actually anddilg receive. “We have redemption through His klpo
the forgiveness of sins.”

And here let me say what a charming thing it isléal with experiential divinity; not with theories
but with matters of fact, great facts which arerdeayou, because they have been worked in you and
you have not been merely a delighted spectatoherht but you have been the subject and object of
them. “In whom we have redemption.” Whether otheasge it or notwe have “redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins.” We do not hopeatidsut wehaveit. We do not merely think so, but we
know that we have it. We are redeemed; we areffoge bondage; we are forgiven, and are no longer
under condemnation.

At this time, as God shall help me, | shall dwgdon the forgiveness of sins. We have not time to
plunge into the deeps of the eternal purpose, viem & dive into the full doctrine of redemptiomtbas
the swallow with his wing touches the brook, anehtiis up and away, so must it be with my thoughts a
this time—a mere touch of the river of the watetifef will be a blessing to myself, and as | cadittée
spray over you, | hope it will refresh you also.y\Mbe Holy Spirit help our meditation!

I. The first observation, taken distinctly from thettels this—THAT THE FORGIVENESS OF
SINS IS A GRAND BLESSING. The apostle has mentioited you notice, among the great things of
God—His electing love, His adoption of us by Je€bsist, His acceptance of us in the Beloved. Side
by side with these colossal mercies he puts thes tirat we have “the forgiveness of sins, accortiing
the riches of His grace.” This is a blessing ofrm@an stature, for it marches with the giants oftele
and adoption. Let it stand prominently out befoseatithis time.
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What is this “forgiveness of sins”? Too often popular talk, it is supposed that the chief andmmai
thought of the forgiven sinner is that he has esddpm hell. Salvation means much more than this a
what it further means is too much kept in the baokgd, but yet | will begin with rescue from punish
ment, for if sin is pardonedhe penalty is extinguishett would not be possible for God to forgive, and
yet to punish. That would be a forgiveness quiteanthy of God. It would, indeed, be no forgivenass
all. We are certain that the everlasting punishne¢sin declared in Scripture, will never happeritte
man who is forgiven. When transgression is remdtbedsoul stands clear at the bar of God, and there
can be no further penalty. “I absolve you,” says gheat Judge, and that carries with it weighthst a
man that is forgiven is cleared of the punishmehictv he must otherwise have borne. “Blessed is he
whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is aal/er‘There is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus.”

Yet Divine favor restoreds a still brighter result of forgiveness to mai$peaking from my own
experience, while | was under conviction of siratlHess apprehension of the punishment of sin ithan
had of sin itself. | do not know that | very frequily trembled at the thought of hell; | did so wkear it
came before my mind, but when | was in the handbe@Holy Spirit, as a Spirit of bondage convincing
me of sin, my great trouble was that God was amgily me—properly and rightly so. | mourned that |
had offended my Maker, that | had grieved the vBod, that | had sinned against His righteous, will
and that | could not rejoice in His favor, nor sugself in His smile. | felt that it was right onetipart of
the holy God to be displeased with me. | beliea the great joy of forgiveness, to the believethat
God has taken away His anger from him. That swgetnh which we often sing, is a paraphrase of a
passage in Isaiah—

“I will praise You every day,

Now Your anger’s turned away;

Comfortable thoughts arise

From the bleeding sacrifice.”
“Though You were angry with me, Your anger is taravay, and You comforted me.” Forgiveness
means this among men. A person has grieved andgedome. | feel hurt in my mind about it. When |
forgive him, I no longer feel grieved or angry whim; | think of him as before, and we are on good
terms. If my forgiveness is genuine—and in God’'secd is emphatically so—then there is no resent-
ment left. The offense is as though it had nevenbmmmitted. | say to the person who did me wrong,
“| take a sponge, and | wipe it all off the slageé;e me your hand, let us stand as we stood béfohe
pardon of sin by God is after such a fashion. Hasbbut the sin as the Oriental erases with higipen
the record made upon his waxen tablet, so thatraue tof it remains. He smiles where otherwise he
must have frowned; He gives complacent love whéneraise there must have been indignation and
wrath. Do you not think that this is the sweeteaywf looking at the forgiveness of sin? If you ate
this time under legal work, feeling the torturesaajuilty conscience, you will appreciate such alpa
very highly. In the case of the poor penitent pgadliit was the kiss of his father’s lips, it was hesto-
ration to his father’'s heart, it was the cheeringrds of his father’s love that constituted to hine t
sweetest fragrance of the rose of forgiveness. thesl.ord Jesus Christ has come, that we pooryguilt
ones may be restored to the favor of God, and w@fisciously in the light of His countenance, beeaus
sin is removed.

This pardon of sin, being of this full and swebai@acter, involving both the reversal of the pgnalt
of sin, and the ending of the distance that inteedebetween us and God, brings witth#& removal of
much distress and sorrow from the hedrtlo not think that there can be any grief outsiflbell that is
more terrible to bear than the wounds of conscieWse read that “David’s heart smote him,” and, be-
lieve me, the heart can smite as with an iron mad,smite where the bruise is felt intensely. Gnhee
into the power of a roaring lion, but never let owane under the power of an awakened, guilty con-
science. Yes, shut me up in a dark dungeon, amibngaaner of loathsome creatures—snakes and rep-
tiles of all kinds—but, oh, give me not over to wwywn thoughts when | am consciously guilty before
God! This, surely, is the worm that dies not, amelfire that is not quenched. | do not speak nowtwh
have merely heard of, though, if you will read Bunyan’s “Grace Abounding,” you will find a strik-
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ing account of it there, but | speak of what | h&iéin my own soul. No pains of body can rivair &
moment, the agonized feeling of the heart, wherhtitadrons of conviction burn their way through the
soul. When God sets up the conscience, and makesiiget for His arrows, they drink up the lifed

of our spirit, till we cry out, and wonder how suahguish can come to a creature so insignificaat. O
soul seems too small a cup to contain such an oafearisery—too narrow a field for so cruel a battle
It is not the Lord that is the author of the misdmyt He is giving us up for a while, that we may b
filled with our own ways, and learn the bitterne$®ur own sin. When the Lord comes to us withra fo
giving word, these sorrows are gone, like the nosthie morning when the sun arises. We grievétstil
think that we have sinned, but that gnawing remaifs&t vulture eating up the liver, is smitten with
death, and the man breathes hopefully again. Tholghpenitence remains, the torment is removed
from me, when God has forgiven me.

Let me say here, that full forgiveness of sin,smously enjoyed, will not only lift an enormous
weight from off the soul, but will breathe into the heart a great joyvhen you know that sin is forgiv-
en, you cannot be sad as before. The thought &qigrardon, if it does but fill the spirit, wilhtust out
gloom, and remove apathy. It will make the lame re@p as a hart; he may still be lame, but he will
leap as if he were not. And the tongue of the duewien though untrained to speech, shall be made to
sing concerning free grace and dying love. Whertllbeghts are concentrated upon the enjoyment of
complete forgiveness, full reception into the devilavor, and the blotting out of sin, then is tleaitt
lifted into the suburbs of heaven. My dear heardosyou know what | am talking about? Some of you
do, blessed be the name of the Lord, but | amdfret some of you do not, and you never can know
the sweetness of mercy until you have first tagedbitterness of sin. You will never know how grac
can heal until you have felt how sin can wound.réhs no clothing you till you are stripped; th&seo
making you alive till you are killed; there is ndifig you till you are empty. The Lord fills theuhgry
with good things, but the rich He sends away em@tyd Himself will never comfort you till you are
driven to self-despair, and if you have already edmthat, it is a great privilege to me to beaéid to
tell you that the fact of forgiveness of sin is naty a doctrine of the creed, but it is a pronoé&od’s
Word. “I believe in the forgiveness of sins,” thésno mere formula, but a realized fact with me: Re
moval of the penalty, removal of God’s offense aghaus, the clearing away of all the turbid waters
within the heart, and the creation of joy and paaceugh perfect reconciliation to God—this is ansu
mary account of the forgiveness of sin. It is ableg vast and rich.

Il. And now, secondly, THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS IS BOUNBP WITH REDEMPTION BY
BLOOD. Take the text, “In whom we havedemption through His bloodhe forgiveness of sins.” Re-
demption and forgiveness are so put together, &sotoas if they were the same thing. Assuredly the
are so interlaced and intertwisted that there ieanong the one without the other. Do you ask—"“Hew
it that there should always need to be redemptipoblbod, in order to the forgiveness of sin?” llcal
your attention to the expression, “Redemption thhoHlis blood.” Observe, it is not redemption throug
His power, it ishrough His bloodlt is not redemption through His love, it is thgh His blood. This is
insisted upon emphatically, since in order to thgiiveness of sins it is redemption through Hisoblo
as you have it over and over again in Scriptureitidut shedding of blood is no remission.” But they
say—they say—that substitution is not just. Onel,sthie other day, that to lay sin upon Christ, t;md
treat Him as guilty, and let Him die for the unjusts not just. Yet the objector went on to say Gad
forgave men freely without any atonement at alltt® wise critic | would ask—Is that just? Isuts} to
pass by breaches of the law without a penalty? Whylaw at all? And why should men care whether
they keep it or break it? It was stated by thicthat God, out of His boundless love, treatezl ghilty
man as if he were innocent. | would ask—if thatight, where is the wrong of God’s treating usmas i
nocent because of the righteousness of Christftuxeto affirm that pardon is needless, if not asg-
ble, upon the theory that the man, though guittyreated as if he were not guilty. If all are teghalike,
whether guilty or not guilty, why should anyone idepardon? It is easy to answer quibblers, buy the
really are not worth the answering. It is to meajw sufficient if | find a truth taught in Scrip&yrl ask
no more. If | do not understand it, | am not paraely anxious to understand it; if it be in theriftures,
| believe it. | like those grand, rocky truths bdktBible which | cannot break with the hammer of my
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understanding, for on these | lay the foundatidnsp soul’s confidence. Redemption by blood is here
linked with forgiveness of sins, and, in many otBeriptures we find it plainly statett.is sa Let that
stand for a sufficient answer to all objectors.

And it is so,if we come to think of itbecause this reflects great honor upon Goley say, “Let
God simply forgive the sin, and have done with But where, then, is His justice? “Shall not the gk
of the earth do right?” He threatened sin with ghment. If He does not execute His threats, wleat2h
Can we be sure that He will fulfill His promise?He breaks His word one way, might He not break it
another? If the Lord should not execute the pemealiteh He has threatened for sin, would it not lask
if He made a mistake in threatening a penalty l&t\Mould it not seem as if He had been too severe a
the first, and then had to catch Himself up, andseeHis own judgment afterwards? And shall th& be
Might it not be supposed that, after all, God madeh ado about nothing, and that He was really jest
ing with men when He threatened them with fearfuhiphment on account of sin? Shall God say,
“Yes,” and “No”? Shall He speak and unspeak? Téiagdcording to the folly of man. Sometimes it may
even be wisdom in a fallible man to reverse hisdyand retract his declaration, but with God tlas-c
not be. It is needful for the vindication of His oyustice, His wisdom, and His holiness, that Hallsh
not forego one of His threats, any more than ondisfpromises, and, since it is just that sin stidag
punished, and that, though the sinner should indnmrs mercy be permitted to go free, it is wise and
just that Another should step in—God’s own Selfiddstep in—and bear for the sinner what is due to
the justice of the Most High. The substitution af &ord in our room and stead is the central doetof
the gospel, and it greatly glorifies the name otiGo

Besides that, belovethat sin should not be pardoned without an atongmeffior the welfare of the
universe This world is but a speck compared with the ursgeof God. We cannot even imagine the
multitudes of beings over which the great Lawgikas rule, and if it could be whispered anywhere in
that universe that, on this planet, God tamperdd law, set aside justice, or did anything, in fdot
save His own chosen, so that He threw His own threahind His back, and disregarded His own sol-
emn ordinance; why, this report would strike at finendations of the eternal throne! Is God unjust i
any case? Then how can He judge the universe? Waiures, then, would fear God, when they knew
that He could play fast and loose with justice® & calamity even greater than hell itself thatshiould
go unpunished. The very reins of moral order wdaddsnatched from the hand of the great Charioteer,
and | know not what of mischief would happen. Bvduld then have mounted to the high throne of
God, and would have become supreme throughout éfigsaahs. It is for the welfare of the universe,
throughout the ages, that in the forgiveness of #iere should be redemption by blood. Let lovédrs o
anarchy cavil at it, but let good men accept theiee of the Son of God with joy as the greatabst
lishment of law and justice.

Moreover,this also is arranged for our comfort and as asswe of heart! declare before you all
that, if | had been anywhere assured, when | wdgreconviction of sin, that God could forgive me-ou
right without any atonement, it would have yieldexsort of satisfaction to me, for my conscience wa
sitting in judgment upon myself, and | felt that ikere on the throne of God, | must condemn myteelf
hell. Even if | could have derived a temporary corhfrom the notion of forgiveness apart from atone
ment, the question would afterwards have come upa-Bahis just? If God does not punish me, He
ought to do so; how can He do otherwise? He mugidieor He is not God. It must be that such sin a
mine should bring punishment upon itself. Nevetjlurunderstood the great truth of the substitoéioy
death of Christ, could my conscience get a momgm&e. If an atonement was not necessary for God,
it certainly was necessary for me, and it seemséonecessary to every conscience that is fairly in-
structed as to the absolute certainty that sinluesodeserved sorrow, and that every transgressidn
every iniquity must have its just recompense ofaelvIt was necessary for the perpetual peaceasfyev
enlightened conscience that the glorious atonestenild have been provided.

Besides that, the Lord meant to save us in awafgor the promotion of our future reverence for
the law Now, if sin had been blotted out so readily, anthing more said of it, what effect would that
have had on us in the future? | think that everywhe has felt the burden of sin, and has stootiaat t
foot of the cross, and heard the cries of the dseatifice, and read God’s wrath against sin wriite
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crimson lines upon the blessed and perfect pertimeannocent Savior—every such person feels that
sin is an awful thing. You cannot trifle with tragmession after a vision of Gethsemane. You cannot
laugh at it, and talk about the littleness of isnerit, if you have once stood on Golgotha, anddctee

cry, “Eli, Eli, lama Sabachthani?” The death of 8@n of God upon the cross is the grandest of aft m

al lessons, because it is a lesson that affectedityesoul of the man, and changes his whole ides#no
The cross straightens him from the desperate whsth sin gave him at the first. The cure of thstfi
Adam’s fall is the second Adam’s death—the secoddm's grace, which comes to us through His
great sacrifice. We love sin till we see that Ited our best Friend, and then we loathe it forewane. |
say, again, that if the great Father did forgiva,yand said, “There is nothing in it; go your ways all
over,” you would have lacked that grandest soufcganctified life which now you find in the wounds
of Him who has made sin detestable to you, andrede perfect obedience, even unto death, the sub-
ject of your soul’s admiration. Now you long to beto the great Father, in your measure, what your
great Redeemer was to Him when He magnified thealadvmade it honorable. This is no mean benefit.

O beloved friends, | do bless the Lord, at thsetj for the forgiveness of sins through redempiipn
blood. There is something worth preaching in thisht You can live on it; you can die on it. | awne
stantly—almost every week—at the deathbeds of @mbers here; we are so large a church that one or
two every week are going home. When we begin toahbut the precious blood of Jesus—the blood of
the everlasting covenant, you should see the bragist of dying eyes! | mark the quiet of the depgrti
spirit, and as my dear friends grip my hand, thestimony is unvaryingly, “Jesus is the Rock of our
confidence, and all is well.”

O Lord Jesus, hold Your cross before my closingse¥) blessed Redeemer, what will a man do in
death who has not Your death to be the death odihs How can a man live who has never seen You
lay down Your life in His stead, “the Just for thejust, to bring us to God"? Whatever others may sa
let us repeat our text, with solemn assurancewhom we have redemption through His blood, the for-
giveness of sins.”

lIl. But now, thirdly—and the text is very clear uponsthas upon the other two points—THE
FORGIVENESS OF SIN IS STILL A MATTER OF GRACE, ANDF RICH GRACE. “We have re-
demption through His blood, the forgiveness of siasording to the riches of His grate

| admit that the forgiveness of sins, on God’'d,para matter of justice, now that the redempbgn
blood has been completed. The man believes; thecardiesses his sin; and it is written, “If we cade
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us @ims.” The sacrifice is so great that it justlygpaway
the sin, and it is righteously forgiven. But obsethis; the act of God in forgiving is not one attite
less gracious, because, in His infinite wisdom,hde so contrived that it is unquestionably jusany
make this assertion, they will be called upon tvprit, and they can prove it.

Pardon is the more gracious to us that it doesowte to us in an unrighteous way. We see God’s
great prudence and wisdom in planning the methodlMigh He may “be just, and the Justifier of him
that believes.” Those thoughts and plans on Godis gre all tokens of great love to us. Belovedks it
only by grace that we are justified, yet that tiace is exercised in a way of justice causes itheegto
be not less, but even manifestly more gracious.

The death of Christ, the redemption by blood,aadtof veiling the grace of God, only manifests it.
Put the thing before your own minds. Suppose thiatebody has offended you, and you say, “Think no
more of it; it is all forgiven™? Very well; that ikind of you, and commendable. It shows the gragiou
ness of your character. But suppose, on the otlait,hyou were in office as a judge, and felt coteplel
to say, “I am willing to forgive you, but your ofise has resulted in such and such great mischieds,
all these things have to be cleared away. | willyigu what | will do; | will clear them away mydel
will bear the result of your sin in order that mgrgon may be seen to be most sure and full. Ipaijl
the debt in which you have involved yourself. 1lvgb to the prison to which you ought to go, as the
consequence of what you have done. | will sufferdffect of your wrongdoing instead of condemning
you to suffer it.” Well, now, the forgiveness thaists you so much would manifest your graciousness
much more than that which costs you nothing beyohkohd will, and a tender heart. Oh, if it be dutt
God, the Divine Ruler, the Judge of all the eastty;s to guilty man, “I will pardon you, but it impera-
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tive that My law be carried out, and this cannotibaee except by the death of My dear Son, who & on

with Me, who is very God of very God, who Himselilla/to stand in your stead, and vindicate My jus-

tice, by suffering the penalty due to you™—thenal ghat the grace of God is a thousand-fold more
clearly shown than by the free forgiveness whicloern thought” pleads for! Pardon which has cost
God more than it cost Him to make all worlds—whl@s cost Him more than to manage all the em-
pires of His providence—which has cost Him His Gbggotten Son, and has cost that Only-begotten
Son a life of sorrow and a death of unutterableiamdeasurable anguish—I say that this pardon is pre
eminently gracious. Love is more displayed in tménitely more, than by a mere word and a wave of

the hand, which would dismiss the sinner, withaut attempt at an atoning sacrifice.

Besides, beloved, be this always be rememberatjttls in the application of redemption, and the
personal pardon of any sinner, through the bloodlesiis, that the grace of God is best seen bgitiat
ner. To each one pardon through the Lord Jesuss;amee only according to grace, but “according to
the riches of His grace.” | can understand that Goould forgiveyou, all of you. | could hear it with
full belief, and it would not astonish me. But thd¢ should pardome—that | should have the for-
giveness of sins, and redemption by blood—that ds&sish me. And | believe that any person under a
sense of sin sees more of the grace of God in Wissalvation than in the salvation of anybody el$e.
may be quite conscious that he has never beeefa dhia drunk, or a murderer, and yet, when heesom
to look at it, he may see reasons why the pardainoi his case should be more remarkable than eve
in the case of a drunk, or a thief, or a murdeFaere may be elements in his own case which mayemak
him seem to have sinned even more grievously tipan transgressors, because he transgressed against
greater light, with less temptation thereto, anthva direr presumption of rebellion against the Mos
High. That Jesus died, is unutterable grace, laitile loved me, and gave Himself for rtias is over-
whelming grace, and makes the heir of heaven sthyamphasis, “Blessed be God that, in Jesus, | have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness n$saccording to the riches of His grace!”

Do you not feel at this time, you that have beardpned, that nothing but the riches of God’s grace
could ever have pardoned you? No scanty grace ¢@myd provided an atonement equal to your iniqui-
ties. Poverty of grace would have left you ruingdybur debt of sin. Riches of grace were needed, an
riches of grace were forthcoming in redemption lbyod, and in the full, perfect, irreversible for-
giveness which God gave you in the day when yoiewsll on Jesus Christ your Savior. Oh, that the
Holy Spirit would help you to sing of the grace@dd today and every day!

I\V. Thus far have | brought you, then, in three remaksdly follow me in the fourth one, upon
which | will not be long.

Fourthly, THIS FORGIVENESS OF SINS IS ENJOYED BYSUWOW. “In whom we have’-we
have—redemption through His blood, the forgiveness ioEsaccording to the riches of His grace.” |
remember the astonishment with which | felt astlisa ministers’ meeting, and heard one, who pro-
fessed to be a preacher of the gospel, assetehdid not think that any of us could be sure Heatvas
forgiven. | ventured at once to say that | was sangl | was pleased, but by no means surprisdthdo
that others dared to say the same. | hope | hawdrbds before me who enjoy the same assurance.

Brethren, if there be no consciousness of thevergess of sins possiblepw can there be any rest
for the conscienceYet Jesus says, “Come unto Me, all you that labat are heavy laden, and | will
give you rest.” What rest is possible to the conded? Can you go to bed tonight with your sins unfor
given? Some of you may have the foolhardiness tthat but | would not dare to do it. See where you
are. Within a moment you may be dead. Within thatmant you will be in hell, past all hope. In a sin-
gle instant you may be eternally lost; can you eadhe thought? Our breath has but to stop, or the
heart to cease beating, and instantly life is oM@w can you be at peace, while sin is unforgiven?
less sin had made men mad, they would never testey were cleared from their sins. There carbet
any true rest without a consciousness of forgiven¥st that rest is promised; therefore the presant
joyment of an assurance of forgiveness must belgess

And, nextwhere could there ever be that great love in thartseof men and women which we read
of in Scripture?She that washed the Savior’s feet with her teadsveiped them with the hairs of her
head—would she have done so if she had not knoainstie was forgiven? She loved much, because
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she had had much forgiven her. And the stimulus zéal, the fervor that spurs on a man in his servi
and suffering for the Lord Jesus, must arise ouhefconsciousness that the Lord has done grewegsthi
for him, and the conclusion that therefore he naasgreat things for his Lord. Surely, you have mibb
Christianity of its highest moral force, if you ledenied the possibility of knowing that you are-pa
doned.

Moreover,where is there any testimony of the power of gradke that come and preach to you may
be liars unto you, if we ourselves have never thatel handled pardoning grace. We do, at anylvate,
re-tell to you a second-hand gospel, which we heaeer tested and proved for ourselves. If | did not
know, in my very soul, that the blood of Jesus §thtis Son cleanses us from all sin, how couldréda
to face you with the gospel message? | have noud@pce enough to tell you of what might be, or
might not be, about which | am uncertain myselfd@oant me grace to break stones, or sweep chim-
neys, sooner than come and tell you a cunninglysdevfable, or a tale about which | have no assured
certainty, derived from personal knowledge! CoukhyY to you, “I dare say there is bread, but | rfiyse
am hungry, and | have never eaten a mouthful optbgision which | offer you”? Think of my saying
to one perishing of thirst, “There is living wateowing from the rock; but personally | am thirsty.ou
might say to me at once, “Then go home to your Bpasd next time you appear, be sure of the triuth o
what you tell us. Ifyoudo not believe it, how should we believe it?” Beddythere are thousands, there
are tens of thousands, on earth still who know thatSon of God has power on earth to forgive sins,
and there are myriads in heaven who passed to ihppiness confident that they had been forgiven,
and they sang on earth the same song that theyirsingaven, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.”
They have washed their robes and made them whiteeiblood of the Lamb. They know it; they have
no doubt about it. Many of us know it here, anaicg therein at this moment.

Dear friend, what would you give to have this aasae? You may have it—“Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.” “He thatbwet and is baptized shall be saved.” “Whoso be-
lieves in Him is justified from all sin.” “He thdielieves in Him has everlasting life.” Oh, that God
grace may lead you to cast away all other confidenand to lay your guilty spirit down at Jesugtfe
Then shall you go your way rejoicing that you alsith us, can say, “In whom we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”

V. Fifthly—and this is only a brief head, but it ispaint that must not be left out—THE FOR-
GIVENESS OF SINS BINDS US TO OUR LORD JESUS CHRI®E&t us read the text agaitin
whomwe have redemption throudtis blood.” We have nothing apart from Jesus. Evergditgy of the
covenant binds us to Christ. Covenant gifts arenaay golden chains to fasten the soul of the betiev
to his Lord. Our wealth of mercy is all in Chritere is nothing good outside of Christ. When aee w
pardoned, brethren? When have we forgiveness? Wisn we are in Hinfin whom we have redemp-
tion through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”s@n of Adam, living without Jesus, hear and take
warning! So long as you are out of Christ, you mhesir your own burden till it crushes you to thstdu
but as soon as you have touched the hem of Hisegdrrthere is a link of connection, and if you can
rise from that to holding Him by the feet, the umis closer; and if you can, from that become -
eon, who took Him up in his arms, then may you &ty eyes have seen Your salvation.” When you
have Christ to the full, you have grace to the.filis as you are in Christ—in connection and camm
ion with Christ—that you receive the pardon of $am,all the pardon is in Him. Do you see that?

“In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiwsnaf sins.” The forgiveness is not so
much in His office, and in His work, as in Himsahen you get Christ, you have redemption, for $le i
redemption. When you get Christ, you have forgigsnef sins, for He is the propitiation for our sins
He has put the sin away by the sacrifice of HimggHt Christ, and you have the proof, the evidence,
the sum, the substance of perfect pardon. If yoe@tcthe Beloved, you are “accepted in the Beldved.
When you are in Him, then you are forgiven, butryfmugiveness is alone in Him. In Him you have re-
demption; out of Him you are in bondage.

Beloved, every day, as we go afresh to God farse of pardon, let us know that we can never get
it except as we come still viewing Jesus. | noticdg some believers, when they get rather dullcotd,
begin the work of self-examination. This may appesy proper, but it is dreary work. | do not beée
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dear friends, if you are very poor, that you wilee get rich by looking through all your empty cup-
boards. If it is very cold, and you have no coalshe cellar, you will not become warm by goingoint
the cellar, and seeing that there is nothing bddatvan empty coal hole. No, no; if our graces arbd
revived, we must begin with a renewed consciousagpardon through the precious blood, and the on-
ly way to get that sense of pardon is to go toctlss again, even as we went at first. | sometiwas
der that you do not get tired of my preaching, lssed do nothing but hammer away on this one hail.
have driven it in up to the head, and | have ganmd to the other side to clinch it, but still leieat it.
With me it is, year after year, “None but JesushBldut Jesus!” Oh, you great saints, if you have ou
grown the need of a sinner’s trust in the Lord §esou have outgrown your sins, but you have also
outgrown your grace, and your saintship has ruywed He that has the mind of Christ within him must
still come to his Lord, just as he came at thd.firs
| frankly confess that still | cry to my Lord Jesd

“Nothing in my hand | bring,

Simply to Your cross | cling.”
Still, to this day, | have no redemption in mysélit only in Jesus. | am not an inch forwardercathée
ground of my trust. Is it not so with you? Do we stll say of Jesus—"In whom we have redemption
through His blood™? To this day we find no reasonfbrgiveness in ourselves. The precious blood is
still our one plea. Lost and condemned are we dpart the one offering of our Great High PriesttBu
cleansed and justified are we in Him—

“Oh! how sweet to view the flowing

Of His sin-atoning blood,

With divine assurance knowing,

He has made my peace with God!”
You know the story of the poor bricklayer, who fiehm a scaffold, and when they took him up, he was
so much injured that they fetched a minister to,hirho, stooping over him, said, “My dear man, you
have a very short time to live. | entreat you tdkengour peace with God.” To the surprise of theigin
ter, the man opened his eyes, and said, “Make ragewith God, sir? It was made for me nearly nine-
teen hundred years ago, upon the cross of Calbgryjim that loved me, and gave Himself for me.”
Oh, the joy which this creates in the heart! Yess in Jesus that the peace is made—effectuallyema
made for me, made for you, made for all believerslesus is perfect redemption. In Jesus pardon is
provided, proclaimed, presented, and sealed uppedhscience. Go and live on Jesus; live with Jesus
live in Jesus; never go away from Jesus; and malpgeHeearer to you every day of your lives! Blessed
be His adorable name! Amen, and Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—EPHESIANS 1.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—289, 293, 296.

Mr. Spurgeon is recovering from the great weakiefssipon him by an attack of influenza, and he
hopes to preach at the Tabernacle next Lord’s{day. this sickness be sanctified to the glory of God
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PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
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