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“Let Israel hope in the Lord: for with the Lord thee is mercy,
and with Him is plenteous redemption.”
Psalm 130:7.

WHEN he penned this psalm, the writer, David, wadeep distress, if not of circumstances, yet of
conscience. He constantly mentions iniquities, laegk forgiveness. He felt like a shipwrecked mayine
carried overboard into the raging sea. Thus heevevthe situation—"Out of the depths have | criad u
to You, O Lord.” Yet he lived to tell the tale oéldverance. His prayer from among the waves was a
memory worth preserving, and he preserves it. Teecynof God to him he weaves into a song for us,
and in this our text is found.

Two things the rescued sufferer tells us. Fitsatas God delivered him from the power of sin, so He
will deliver all His praying, wrestling, believingeople That is the last verse of the Psalm—“He shall
redeem lIsrael from all his iniquities.” The argumsa—He delivered me. What am | more than others?
The gracious Lord who saved me will save all thad® call upon Him in truth. He delivered me,
though laden with iniquities, and His pardoning ayes unfailing, and therefore He can and will kesc
others from their uttermost distresses. This is@ddine of reasoning, for the Lord’s ways are ¢ans
and He will do for all believers what He has dooedne of them.

The other thing which the Psalmist sets beforesuhkis; we are wise if we apply to God alone for
help. He says, “I wait for the Lord, my soul doesitwMy soul waits for the Lord more than they that
watch for the morning: | say, more than they thatcoh for the morning.” He incidentally tells us tta
is vain to wait upon man, and put our trust in aoynan support, for the way of deliverance lies alon
reliance upon God, immediately and alone. We atetmaepend upon outward means, but upon the
God who lends efficacy to all means. Why is it thvat need to be told of this? Why is faith in God so
rare? To go first to the Lord is to save time. igtiHorward always makes the best runner, and to go
straight to God is not only our duty, but it wike lour happiest course. The psalm encourages hssto t
by the assurance that the Lord can and will hdlghat seek Him, and it urges us to let that segkie
distinctly and directly turned to the Most High,Ham alone, and to none other. To join another gobu
of confidence with the Lord is a sort of practimilatry which is to the wounding of faith.

May we learn well the lesson of this psalm! Whenmeet with a man who has been in special trou-
ble, and he has escaped from it, we are anxioksde how it came to pass, in order that, if we Gast
into similar trial, we also may resort to the satoer of hope. You meet with a man that has longhbee
sorely afflicted, and to find him full of joy at$irelief is a pleasure and a personal comfort. Neard
him lamenting for years, and now you hear him g, and this excites your wonder and your hope. |
is as though a cripple saw another lame man leagmagrunning. He very naturally inquires, “How is
this?” The other day you saw a blind man, beggmdhe street, and now he has eyes bright as that
which sparkle on the face of a gazelle, and yourtgstonishment—"“Tell me who was the oculist that
operated on your eyes, for | may be in the same, @sl | would be glad to know where to go.” Here,
then, we have a gate of knowledge opened befor&hes Psalmist found salvation and deliverance in
going direct to God, and trusting in Him; let udlda his example, and in all times of distress, 3=l
by our own iniquity, or by anything else, let upae to the throne of grace, for the Most High wiidal
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with us also even as He dealt with His servantldftilme, to whose cries, out of the depths, He &t
attentive ear. This psalm is calldle Profundis” its teaching is not only profound but practical.

Let me freely speak with you as concerning thaafgsalvation which, as fallen creatures, we all
need. In that matter our sole resort must be to &ode, for “salvation is of the Lord.” God has bee
pleased, in these last days, to reveal Himselfglodous manner, suitable to our salvation. He alas
ways to be seen in creation by those whose sightnwadarkened by moral evil, and doubtless angelic
eyes always beheld Jehovah in all the works offtdisds. He was to be seen under the old law in types
and shadows, and believing men and women were eshdiy the illumination of the Holy Spirit, to be-
hold the Lord in His temple. But in these last dHys Lord has spoken to us by His Son, whom He has
made heir of all things, and in whom dwells all fb#ness of the Godhead bodily. There is the Rathe
most clearly to be seen, and now, if we read thraiel is to hope in the Lord, and if we see thatvitay
of salvation lies in relying upon “the Lord,” we stuead between the lines, and understand thaidhe
rious Lord must ever be the object of faith acaogdas He at this time reveals Himself. It is wnite
“They that know Your name will put their trust iroM”; that is to say, they trust, as they know how H
reveals Himself. At this moment the manifestatidiisod stands thus; His dear Son has descended from
the highest heavens, and taken upon Himself ouahumature, so that He is God and man in one sacred
and mysterious Person. In that complex form, thed\foade flesh dwelt among men on earth some
thirty years and more, and then He took upon Hifrtbel weight of human sin, and bore it upon His
shoulders up to the cross. He was arrested byahd bf divine justice, and treated by justice adef
had been a sinner, though sinner He could neved®avas numbered with the transgressors, and given
over to wicked men, who, in their willful malicegaurged Him, spit upon Him, crowned Him with
thorns, and condemned Him to a felon’s death. Hel,dnot for any iniquity of His own, but for the
transgression of His people was He smitten. Thetidement of our peace was upon Him; yes, “He was
made a curse for us,” and even more, “He was miadersus, that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him.” “He died, the Just for the unjuitat He might bring us to God.” If, then, we would
trust God for our personal salvation, we must amfn Him as He manifests Himself for that purpose,
and as we perceive that God sets forth Christ ttheeropitiation for our sin, we must accept that
dained way of putting away our sin. This is the vimyvhich “with the Lord there is mercy, and with
Him is plenteous redemption,” and thus it is thide“shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.” We
trust in the Lord God as He reveals Himself in peeson of His Son Christ Jesus, who has displayed i
His own self the love and the justice of God, aad shown how these were equally glorified by thg wa
of redemption through the substitution, and samifof One who is the fellow of the Highest, and yet
next-of-kin to man. Our Lord has buried our sirHis sepulcher, and has gone up into heaven to plead
there with God for transgressors, and at the sametb prepare a place for as many as believe i, Hi
and so are saved by His plenteous redemption. Staahet, then, that if we read in the text, “Let édra
hope in the Lord: for with the Lord there is merapd with Him is plenteous redemption,” we now, to-
day, in the light of the gospel, read it thus—"ltkeé seeking sinner, who would be redeemed from all
his iniquities, trust in God as He is seen in dndugh Jesus Christ, for there forgiveness is yrgalen
through plenteous redemption, and sin is no longanked or imputed to the believer, because the-sacr
fice of Jesus has blotted it out, and removedré\er.”

This is the introduction of our discourse. May tHely Spirit now grant His anointing both to
preacher and hearers!

|. The chief point to which | desire you to give eatleed is this; in obtaining gospel blessings
THE FIRST EXERCISES OF FAITH MUST BE TOWARDS GOD IGHRIST JESUS, and not to-
wards the blessings themselves. “Let Israel hopienLord.” We do not read, “Let Israel hope” for
mercy, but we read, “Let Israel hope in the Lot With the Lord there is mercy.” Neither doesays
“Let Israel hope for plenteous redemption,” busitvorded thus, “Let Israel hope in the Lord: fathw
the Lord there is plenteous redemption.” To me tfas the look of a very encouraging truth; the ainn
is not to hasten with his first thoughts to the oyethat he wants, nor even to the promise of God to
which he may look, but he is to go the Lord Jesus Christ Himse#s the Lord of mercy and fountain
of redemption. The first exercise of our faithosdeal immediately with the Lord God as He meetsus
the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Here let me say th#tis is the most natural order which faith can ée¥l Look first to the Giver, and
then to the gift. Look for the Helper, and then floe help. Do not be saying, “I long to be forgivén
labor to believe that | am forgiven. | desire todaged. | want to know that | am saved.” This =kiag
for the fruit, when you have need first to find thee. Your first business, as a seeker of pardansal-
vation, is to believe in Jesus Christ, that istrist yourself with the divine savior. The natuvadler is,
believe in the Promiser, and then you will beli¢tve promise. You never say to yourself, “I shouite |
to be able to take that man’s word. | will sit doand try to make my mind confident of the truth of
what he says.” This would be a foolish and futilethod of procedure. You follow a much more reason-
able course, you inquire about the individual’'sreloter and standing, you find out who he is, andtwh
he is, and what he has done, and thus you gatbemants for confidence and faith. You cannot help
believing the promise when once you believe inRhamiser. If you find a merchant to be an eminently
upright and substantial man, you do not hesitatiake his checks, in fact, you would be glad toenav
your purse full of them. Faith prizes the promisgker faithful God, and calls them precious.

Apply this rule, and deal with heavenly thingglure order. You seek pardon. Do not look continual-
ly at this priceless mercy at first, but look t@ ghardoning God. You will soon believe in forgiveaef
you cause the first exercise of your faith to rdétethe Forgiver, even Christ Jesus Himself. Whea y
have believedn Him, as able to say, “Your sins are forgiven you,” tlyen will believe in sins being
forgiven. This is the natural order of things. 830, if you desire to believe for salvation, aode as-
sured that you have it, or may have it at oncesiimple course—the natural course—is to believhen
Savior. To be healed, you believe first in the ldealVhen you have believed in the Savior, then you
will believe in the salvation. If you know that descan save you, if you desire to be saved, yolu wil
trust Him to save you. You will be readily ableltelieve that you can be saved when you trust insles
as able to save to the uttermost. Poor tremblimgthdo not look at the blessing, and say, “Alas {00
great!” Look at the Savior Himself! Is anything tgoeat for Him to give who gave His heart’s blood t
redeem? Do not say, “My heart is so hard, it calmeothanged.” Look at the Savior; is anything impos
sible to Him to whom the Father has committed alver? Is He not mighty to save? Fix your eye, first
and foremost, upon Him who is both God and man,hasdtherefore power and sympathy, majesty and
mercy, omnipotence and brotherliness. | pray yaunak consider so much the greatness of the edfect
the unlimited power of the Cause. | may doubt mghirag, but not when | believe in the cleansing vir-
tue of the precious blood. It may be difficult telieve in my salvation, but not to believe in myisa
It may be hard to hope for heaven, but the te)d set an easier task—"Let Israel hapethe Lord.”
When | open my window God-wards, and look towahd#sltord Jesus, | see glorious things in the light
of the rising sun, even things which | could notdngeen if | had not first turned towards the light
the beginning God”; this, according to the firstapter of Genesis, is the natural order of all ddvin
work; do not attempt to alter it.

To this | would addthis is the necessary orddt must be so; the Savior first, and then theatain.
Suppose for a moment that it were possible fortgoobtain pardon without Christ, what good would it
do you? | would remind you that no blessing is wec@nt blessing, or a blessing at all, except &s it
connected with Christ Jesus, and so with the Lood.®o comfort is worth having if Jesus does not
comfort us. No forgiveness is worth the words whitter it if Jesus does not forgive. There is nmeo
ing to the Father except by Christ. If, therefdrenagine that | have come to the Father withoutisth
it is clear that | have not come. If | fancy thdtdve saving blessings apart from the appointeib§adv
am a deceived man. Beloved, do not seek after mperglon, holiness, heaven, except through Christ
Jesus our Lord, for you will be seeking countestethadows, delusions. Begin at the cross. See how
Jesus puts it—"Comento Me,all you that labor and are heavy laden, and | gile you rest.” He does
not first say, “Take My yoke upon you,” but first€bmeunto Me.” He first gives us rest, and then af-
terwards we find it, but we begin with coming tonHiFirst Christ, and then His yoke. First Christda
then rest. Do not ask for rest first, and then Sawjll come to Christ afterwards.” This is an irogsible
order. Do not even say, “I must get a broken heend, then come to Christ.” No, come to Christ for a
broken heart. | preach tonight to you a Savior wamts nothing of you, but who is ready to begirhwit
you at the beginning, just where you are, in aliryonworthiness and ill desert—in all your depravit
and vileness. He is ready to take you up from tlive wf the pit wherein you lie, and to look on you
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with love in all the pollution with which you aresdraced. Come you, then, and begin with Jesus. It
the necessary order of your coming; first to Chasd then to His yoke, and to His peace. Let yaitin
exercise itself, not so much on what you oughtepds on what you hope to be, as on what Christ is,
and on His ability to make you all that your heairtes after. Hear the good word of my text, ancegiv
good heed to it. Note well the permission of heavive—-“Let Israel hopen the Lord.”

Observe, also, that, as it is the natural orded, the necessary order, so it is evidefily easiest
order. Sometimes it seems to a burdened heart to be tharedifficult to believe in the pardon of in-
numerable sins; it appears impossible. Guilty alwenot try to believe in pardon in the abstract, e+
lieve in Jesus the Sacrifice and Savior, who ha dor all appeared to put away sin. Believe indhe
vine Substitute, and then you will believe that thegiveness of your sins is a thing provided fgr b
Him. Do not even say, “I can never be sanctifiatshsa wretched sinner as | am could never be made
into a saint.” Do not try to believe in sanctifiicat, but rely upon the boundless power of Jestimtke
you perfect in every good work to do His will, warg in you that which is well pleasing in His sight
For all parts of salvation, hope in the Lord, anoki to His hand for the working thereof. Forget rgmlf
now, and only think of Him who works all things acding to the good pleasure of His will. Cease
looking for the water, and look for the well. Youllvmore readily see the Savior than see salvation,
He is lifted up, even He who is God, and beside khere is none else. You will more easily fix your
eye on Jesus than upon justification, sanctificator any other separate blessing. When the wainse
hard, look toHis hand, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?” You miay your eye upon a covenant
promise till it dazzles you, but if you see Jegshs,sight will strengthen your eyes, and you wek she
promise in Him, and perceive it to be yes and atoethe glory of God. It is easier to believe inex-p
sonal Christ than in impersonal promises. That pemman who was sick, in Jesus Christ’'s day, might
have said to herself, “It is impossible that | dldolbe healed,” but then she thought not so mudef
healing as of the Healer, and when she saw Jedusg/about among the crowds, healing all manner
of diseases, and when she believed that God wHsmnwhy, then she inferred that He could heal her
disease, and she came behind Him, and touchecthehHis garment. She sougdtiim, and so sought
healing. Do keep in this line, let not the devikdayou off it—that the first object of your faithauld be
the Lord Jesus, for by Him, as the ladder which @asd set up, you can climb to the highest place of
privilege, and lay hold upon the choicest gift chge. This is the way even to God Himself, andaive
ly way which our human feet can tread. Considett whb Christ was, and what He has done, and then
you will conclude that He can save even you. Bkiogto Him you will be saved, and what is easier
than to look? To hope in God is a far more simpédten than to search for signs and evidences in-you
self, or to labor to force yourself up into certatates of mind. Answer the question, “Will He save
me?” by looking to see what kind of a Savior Jasuand when you perceive the glory of His person,
the perfection of His obedience, and the merit o Iblood, you will be convinced that you may safely
trust in Him according to His command, for He comuai& you to believe. Jesus declares, “Him that
comes to Me | will in no wise cast out.” Let us a@iat once, for it is the nearest and best roagdsce

To come first of all to God in Christ Jesusthe wisest courseYou are too bewildered to know
which blessing to seek, therefore seek Jesus Hinesal He will be unto you wisdom. It is easier to
come to the cross than to the separate blessinigs wbme of it. Take the straight road, which jé&in
before your face.

In faintness and trembling of heart we dare n@rajpriate a mercy; our palsied hand cannot grasp a
favor, and therefore it is our wisdom to fall asJ€ feet, and let Him give us what seems goodito. H
Through our ignorance we know not what to ask, tndugh our doubt we are afraid to ask, therefore,
let us leave all with our Lord. We need the wind ail, but we are sorely wounded, and shall do weell
lie still, and let Him pour them in. When the Gaddmaritan is come, all is come. Let us, therefoee,
ther cry for wine nor oil, but for HIM—we know Hisame. The wisdom of the prayer is seen in its
completeness. At first sinners, conscious of thledlesert, cry to be saved from hell and thishis tnost
of their prayer; but suppose the Lord should ghat this, and not change their natures, would beey
one whit the better? If there were no fires of Teiplso long as a man has sin within him, he crdates
own hell. In seeking the Lord Jesus, a man finds@s from punishment, and much more. No man
knows enough to be able to ask for an all-roundagi@in; he will only seek this or that which seetms
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him most pressingly needful. We are too ignoramb, much the creatures of feeling, too partial, too
childish, to make a catalog of what we need, butarm ask for Jesus, and He is all in one. How excel
lent is that hymn of ours with the refrain—

“Give me Christ, or else | die!”
We have asked all when we have asked for the Sawainted of the Lord. When our hope is in God,
through the Mediator whom He has appointed, we hogdim in a way which renders our hope sure
and steadfast, and this is the highest wisdomaymd) hold upon Jesus, you have obtained not only
something, but everything. In looking first to Jesyou have sought for the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and you know the promise that hérahings shall be added. If you need strengtim-co
fort, guidance, fruitfulness, and anything elset tm@kes up eternal salvation, behold, you have it i
your Lord. Nothing that is needed for a soul betw#gs present state of trial and the perfection of
heaven is omitted from Christ, “you are completédim.” If, therefore, you make Him the first object
of your faith, and lay hold upon Him, rather thgpon any or all blessings, you are delivered fromi-an
ety as to whether your ignorant prayers have cohgorged all you need, and this must be a wise course
to follow.

It is thereforethe most profitable courder needy souls like ourselves. By grasping ourd,.@nd
hoping in Him, we fill our hands, not with brasssiiver, but with gold of Ophir. Let others hopeeava
they may, but let Israel, the prince, hope in tbed, from whom he has already won such royal faviors
see at times, in the newspaper, “Principals onli/lvei dealt with,” and in our heavenly businesshae
better keep to this rule. Go not to the servantakemall your applications to the Master, and inryou
dealings with Him seek not so much His gifts as s8ify for the Giver is ever greater than what He
gives. The bottle of water which Hagar carried ldlrmael is a poor thing compared with that well of
God beside which Isaac abode. Fruit from a chogeis well, but apples of gold in baskets of gilwe
not to be despised, but, if one can have the tiegqa in his own garden, he is far richer. Ourd.&
the apple tree among the trees of the forest, aqmb$sess HIM is to have the best of the best,ales,
things that can be desired. Covenant blessingstegams, but our Lord Jesus is the wellhead. Believ
for the infinite, immutable, inexhaustible “deepialhlies under,” and you may sink as many wells as
you please.

| believe that, in every case wherein the soudipeace, this ithe actual orderWe may go about
after pardon, renewal, and holiness, but we findesb unto our souls while hunting for these. Asat-
ter of fact, we look unto HIM and are lighteneddarot by any other means. If, by aiming even at re-
pentance, we are taken off from the Lord, we akertaoff the right road. It is possible even to Idok
faith in such a manner as to forget the objectaghf It is not my hand, but what my hand grasg th
saves me when | lay hold on Christ. It is not mg,dyut what my eye sees which saves me when | look
to Jesus. In very deed no heart can find salvatiaat which comes forth from itself; its hopeslie
alone in the Lord, to whom it must trust for eveamgg. Beware of trusting to an anchor which lies on
your own deck, or to a confidence which dependsénleast degree on yourself. “Let Israel hopéan t
Lord.” Now the Lord is not self, nor will He be jad with self. The Lord is beyond and outside 6f al
that the creation can find within, or hope to progldrom itself. Mercy and redemption are with the
Lord, not with self. Why, then, should we look wéem the very nature of things, these are not, and
cannot be? Why not look to the Lord, in whom alalideavenly treasures abide?

This, then, is my message to every man who desa@sation, “Let Israel hope in the Lord: for with
the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is plentecedemption.” Do not let him begin by hoping in mer-
cy and redemption, for these are not to be fouradtdpom the Lord—but go at once to that divine-Per
son with whom there is mercy and plenteous redempthen both of those will be granted him. | wish
knew how to put this so plainly that every bewikttand cast-down spirit would catch my meaning,
and accept its counsel. | would also have preadbara a lesson from the point | have been driahg
Let them not so much preach sinners to Christ @agbr Christ to sinners. | am persuaded that afall
clear declaration of what Jesus is, as to His perstiices, character, work, and authority, woutd d
more to produce faith than all our exhortations.ntWoever believes in Him has everlasting life,” but
how shall they believe unless they hear of Him?
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The very best topic for the immediate conversibmen is Christ crucified—the doctrine that God
was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himselgtnmputing their trespasses unto them. | know one
that came in here full of evil, living an unchabte, and the text was, “He that believes in Hins lewer-
lasting life.” There would not seem to be anythaigput the sermon to convince of sin, but the chagmi
mercy of God won that heart, and that heart, beiag by love, learned at once to hate evil, ancctoes
the Lord Jesus in all that is pure, and lovely, ahdood report. There sat in this very house,loog
ago, side by side with one who is still in the ss\of Satan, a woman, who had not attended theehou
of God for years. Nothing was heard but the singpéeclamation of the grace of God in Christ Jesus to
the guilty, but she was shot down by the side ofdeenpanion; the thought of the amazing mercy and
infinite love of God, in giving His Son to die, tohed her heart, and she began to weep, whereat her
companion upbraided her, but she answered, “| fawed mercy.” That was enough for her; she made
no other excuse for her emotion. | pray that thmesaffects may follow this sermon. | bid you hope i
the Lord. Look not to abstract mercy; look not ity &eelings or resolves in yourselves; look notretee
the hearing of the word, or to promises alone,lboi to Jesus, who still lives, and who is in thiglsh
of His people at this time, waiting to receivewato are willing to come to Him. While | tell youifh |
am praying the Holy Spirit to bless the Word to iysauls, so that, at once, without delay, you noak |
only to the Lord, and may trust in Him, and be shwou are allowed to do so, for the text says,t“Le
Israel hope in the Lord.” If the Scripture permitd)o shall forbid?

Il. Another form of the same truth now invites our mtittn—ALL EXERCISES OF FAITH IN
REFERENCE TO OTHER THINGS MUST BE IN CONNECTION WHTTHE LORD. | began with
our first exercise of faith, but | would not eneth. As the stars called “the Pointers” always pwirthe
polestar, so must our faith always look to God hri& Jesus. Having begun with Jesus, our faithtmus
not look elsewhere. Let Israel always hope in thedl-for with Him is what she still requires. W
you need tonight, dear friend? Ask, and you stedeive, but ask only of the Lord. Knock, but knock
still at the same door. Plead, but when you araditay, still plead the name of Jesus. Wheneverayeu
expecting a heavenly favor, expect it from the Egtthrough His dear Son, by the Holy Spirit. When-
ever you are longing, long for nothing more thaer¢his in Christ, and whenever you obtain a mercy,
remember that you have received it only becausehgwe by faith received Jesus, and so have become
a child of God. Whenever you rejoice in a mercketaare that you do not so much glorytias in the
Lord from whom it came. Hope still in the Lord, anelver have any hope in yourself, for that would be
a fruitless, groundless, rootless, sapless hopa. & still to find mercy and plenteous redempiion
the Lord alone.

| am afraid that sometimes we semkrciesapart from God the Giver, or apart from Christ, the
channel of their bestowal, and this is always filus. Avoid such dangerous error. | read in theepsp
frequently, allusions to “Providence.” | know wHantend by Providence, but | do not know what the
newspapers mean by it. | fear it is only a conveinphirase, a conventional expression, which istmot
be too carefully examined. They do not mean a djvioreseeing, providing, and working Personality;
that would be too much like religion. They admiteatain something, “a power which makes for right-
eousness,” a nonentity called “Providence.” | hageoften heard Christian people talk about thagkin
Providence. What is that? Do you mean, “thank Gdtl¥p, say it boldly! It is God that provides. God
arranges, God overrules, God works out His gractmssgns. Again, how often do we hear of “Nature”
doing this, and “Nature” being that, and “Naturebdgucing the other! What do you mean? An infidel,
some time ago, was speaking in the open air, anordted very eloquently about the elevating influ-
ences of nature, and what a blessing it was toystature. A friend in the crowd said to him, “Thsit
very pretty, but would you have the goodness tantel what Nature is, which does all this?” The orat
answered tartly, “Every fool knows what Nature &Vell,” said the questioner, “then it will be ealy
tell us.” “Nature,” said the speaker, “Well, NatuseNature.” Just so. That is where it ended. Andt &
with very many people when they talk about Provageor Nature. Let us not speak without knowing
what we mean, or without declaring our meaning. #denot erect an altar, and inscribe it TO THE
UNKNOWN GOD. We know the Lord, and are known of Hiamd therefore we would speak of Him as
our hope, our trust, our joy. We know no provideapart from Jehovah-Jireh, the God who foresees
and provides. To us there is no fickleance but the Lord reigns. Equally to us is there nadbliinexo-
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rablefate, but the Most High decrees and works out His wiseé sovereign will. Therefore do not let
God’s Israel talk as if they hoped in luck or fabet let them “hope in the Lord,” and avow theili-re
ance upon a personal God, who is working for theermaore, “for with Him is mercy, and with Him is
plenteous redemption.”

Now, dear brother, do you wamiercy?In your prayers for pardoning mercy, quote thei@&vsac-
rifice. Do you want sparing mercy? Mention Him wh@nod did not spare in the great atoning day. Do
you want restoring mercy? Plead Him whom God broagfain from the dead. Do you want to behold
the light of Jehovah’s countenance? Plead Him vetid, §Why have You forsaken Me?” In hoping for
mercy, set the eye of your hope upon the Lord Jesu$let no mercy be hoped for by you apart from
Him. Recollect what happened to Uzziah. He was a ofaGod, and a king, but when he had grown
very great, he thought that he would act as pfashimself, and go into the sanctuary of the Ladd
burn incense on his own account, without the Loappointed priest; but he was struck with leprosy,
and not only was he thrust out, but he, himselétdr@ed to go out of the temple. | tremble for thiose
whom | see any sign of going before God in righthedir own character. | fear that among God’s own
professing people there are some who are so carssoiotheir own knowledge, and growth, that they
pray without Christ, praise without Christ, andktaf being no longer in need of confessing sin.yThe
dare to act without humbly depending upon the presef the great high priest, and then they fdt in
sin, and thus they are struck with leprosy, andhayes, to their dying day they can never enter suoich
fellowship with God as once they knew. | would dwiing without Jesus. | would not even wish to re-
pent except my eye was upon the cross. | wouldhape to think a holy thought except as my soul stil
gazed upon Jesus my all. Away, away with every mfe@ercy except it is mercy received through Je-
sus, for He alone is full of grace and of His fells must we receive. | would bind you, brethren, if
could, to the cross as your one hope. | pray thel bind me forever to the cross; the wounds my only
fountains of hope, the blood and water my only mé&dg. Go you who have a righteousness of your
own, and hope elsewhere, but the lone hope of mlisthe bleeding, dying, buried, risen, coming-Sa
ior. “Let Israel hope in the Lord: for with the Ldthere is mercy,” and with Him alone; all the exses
of faith about mercy must always be tethered tactbes. Mercy flows through Christ alone.

So is it with“plenteous redemption."What a grand utterance that is—"plenteous redemtil
would like to dwell upon it. Is there not rare nw# the sound? It means plenteous forgiveness for
plenteous sin, through a price paid, a ransom gile@hrist only can you find thiswWith Him is plen-
teous redemption.” Do not dream of finding redempin ordinances, in prayers, in tears, or in aimgh
but the life and death and person of the Son of. G&th Him is plenteous redemption.” A great price
He has paid, and therefore a great debt is blaitedGreat offenses are forgiven, but only throtigg
precious blood of our adorable Redeemer.

“Plenteous redemption.” Why, that means deliveeaftom the bondage of many lusts, freedom
from the thralldom of strong passions, a ransoroaptives from fierce taskmasters. My God, | long to
be so delivered, and redeemed, and there is with aflograce and power, and provision for plenteous
deliverance by redemption, but this is found ini€thalone. | charge you, my hearers, do not logk fo
escape from the slavery of sin apart from the rgdem of Christ. Do not expect to overcome the
smallest sin except by the blood of the Lamb. Thereothing, | believe, more deceiving than thaorot
of the unregenerate heart that it is seeking &fbdiness, though it is destitute of the power & Huoly
Spirit, and takes no thought of the merit of JeShsist. We need grace plenteously, and plenteous re
demption, in fact; but all of all that we receiveishcome to us from the Lord, by Jesus Christ tleeiM
ator.

“Plenteous redemption” includes in its range ofameg great growth in grace, abounding useful-
ness, high spirituality, and perfect preparednes$iéaven; for all these we must hope in the Ltod,
they are with Him. Never think to have redemptiorihie least or in the highest degree apart front you
hope in the Lord—your trusting in Christ Jesus.

The pith and marrow of what | have said is thispe distinctly in the LordThere are many stars,
but let one alone of all the train be the objecyaiir believing eye. Lay the foundation of your bap
the Lord; go on building up your comfort in the Halesus, and in Him bring forth the top stone. Begi
with Christ, and end with Christ. As Christ growsna to you, take care that self grows less and less
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your Christianity puffs you up, it is not ChristGhristianity. | spoke just now of King Uzziah, lete
refer to him once more. Read in the Second of Gbles) chapter twenty-six, at the fifteenth verse—
“He was marvelously helped, till he was strong.” &ithe became strong, he went off the lines, and we
read, “When he was strong, his heart was liftedoulpis destruction.” Mindhat God will always help

us while we are weak. When we are strong; what $isaly? Then are we weak, and have need to fear,
for we are being lifted up already, or we should cmunt ourselves strong—poor, puny creatures that
we are! God will always bless us as long as weeassbur dependence upon His blessing. He will al-
ways fill us as long as we are empty. He will ale/dged us as long as we are hungry. He will be your
all in all so long as you are nothing. But the matmgou boast in yourself, and say, “I am rich, amd
creased in goods, and have need of nothing,” ydiubileft to learn that you are naked, and pood a
miserable. Woe becomes the day in which dust ahdsaset up somebody! Nebuchadnezzar is proud,
and soon finds a rapid descent from the throneto@ grass like cattle. Worms, in the presencthef
Lord, do all they may do when théyppe,they do all they can do when they hapeHim. They have
nothing but sin, and He hasercyupon them. They are slaves to evil, but He flaateous redemption
with which to set them free. The poorest, weaksmtidest among us may hope in the Lord, for He can
do all things; therefore, let us end our meetinthwiach one of us hoping in the Lord, and let ugine

ue in our faith in “the God of hope,” till we regeithe heaven we hope for through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 130,JOHN 3.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—551, 560, 538.

A LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON
London, April 13, 1891.

DEAR FRIENDS—This sermon is issued this week iadtef the discourse of last Lord’s-day morning, be-
cause | am spending a few days in retirement do &g rested, and ready for t@®llege Conferenceyhich
commences April 20. This Conference is a great enugtministers, and my very soul is on fire witkdesire for
a special blessing from the Lord when | am addngsiem, and, indeed, through all the meetingsould en-
treat every reader to pray that this Conference beagreatly influential in establishing the brethie the faith,
and in arousing in them a great passion for sdjysthis means their churches and congregationshgitiome
partakers of the benefit. We need not merely ‘teliteviving,” but a second Pentecost. What we needwill
seek, and what we seek we will expect. God hag grems in reserve, which he will give in answeiptayer.

In the midst of the week, which some lovingly ¢dak Feast of Tabernaclespe evening is given up to the
College Annual Supper; and on that occasion gitssant in for the support of THE COLLEGE. It wougjckatly
cheer me if many of my readers, who cannot be ptésgerson, would nevertheless have fellowshighawork
by sending in their help by April 22. The funds éogqin for different parts of the Lord’s work undety care
have been rather smaller of late. This causes nmangiety; for the Lord can soon fill the cofferath think His
people ought to be informed of it, lest any shalppose that their aid is not wanted. | would el gif help
from all the members of my “larger congregationté®iren,| suggestl do no more. And yet | do beg your pray-
ers for the Lord’s work.

Yours heartily, for Jesus’ sake,
C. H. SPURGEON.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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