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“Now once in the end of the world has He appearediut away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, bukeathis the judgment: so Christ
was once offered to bear the sins of many; and utitem that look for Him
shall He appear the second time without sin untdvsdion.”
Hebrews 9:26-28.

THE two great links between earth and heaven ardévib advents of our Lord, or, rather, He is the
great bond of union, by these two appearings. VWhenvorld had revolted, and God had been defied by
His own creatures, a great gulf was opened betWehand man. The first coming of Christ was like a
bridge which crossed the chasm and made a waycesadrom God to man, and then from man to God.
Our Lord’s second advent will make that bridgeldewader, until heaven shall come down to earth, and
ultimately earth shall go up to heaven. At these pwints a sinful world is drawn into closest catta
with a gracious God. Jesus herein is seen as gp#mendoor which none can shut, by means of which
the Lord is beheld as truly Emmanuel, God with us.

Here, too, is the place for us to build a gransipsasion bridge, by which, through faith, we our-
selves may cross from this side to the other ofstieemy river of time. The cross, at whose feet we
stand, is the massive column which supports thectstre on this side, and as we look forward to the
glory, the second advent of our Lord is the soligport on the other side of the deep gulf of tifBg.
faith we first lookto Jesus, and thedior Jesus, and herein is the life of our spirits. Glorsthe cross of
shame, and Christ on the throne of glory, we divetiveen these two boundaries; these are our Dan and
Beersheba, and all between is holy ground. As fwrLord’s first coming, there lies our rest; thecen
offered Sacrifice has put away our sin, and madeoeace with God. As for His second coming, there
lies our hope, our joy, for we know that when Halshppear, we shall be like Him, for we shall see
Him as He is. The glories of His sacred royaltyllsha repeated in all the saints, for He has magle u
unto our God kings and priests, and we shall re&igh Him forever and ever. At His first advent we
adore Him with gratitude, rejoicing in “God with,ugs making Himself to be our near kinsman. We
gather with grateful boldness around the infanthe manger, and behold our God. But in the Second
Advent we are struck with a solemn reverence, mliteg awe. We are not less grateful, but we are
more prostrate as we bow before the majesty ofrilmaphant Christ! Jesus in His glory is an overpow
ering vision. John, the beloved disciple, writég/ifen | saw Him, | fell at His feet as dead.” We Icbu
have kissed His feet till He left us on Olivet, faitthe sight of the returning Lord, when heaved an
earth shall flee away, we bow in lowliest adoratibims first appearing has given us that life andyho
confidence with which we press forward to His gbos appearing, which is the crown of all.

| want, at this time, to bring before you those ppearings of our Lord. The text says, “He has ap
peared,” and again, “He shall appear.” The twentihsverse speaks of His unique manifestation al-
ready accomplished, and the twenty-eighth versenjs@s the glorious second outshining, as it promis-
es, “He shall appear.” Between these two lights—tds appeared” and “He shall appear—we shall
sail safely, if the Holy Spirit will direct our way

My first head is thispnce, and no second; and my other division of discourse will make adiof
paradox, but not a contradictioryet a second.
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I. Our first theme is, ONCE, AND NO SECOND. Now oncethe end of the world has He ap-
peared to put away sin by the Sacrifice of Himsdlhis He has done once and He will never repeat it
Let us dwell on the subject in detail.

Our Lord Jesus Christ has once appeared, and though He will appear again, it will not be the
same purpose. On His first appearing, fix your gias, for the like of it will never be seen agdmthe
bosom of the Father He lay concealed as God, asettend person of the divine Trinity in Unity He
could not be seen, for “no man has seen God atimey” It is true that “without Him was not anytigin
made that was made,” and thus His hand was sedis iworks, but as to Himself, He was still hidden,
revealed in type and prophecy, but yet in fact eafed. Jesus was not manifest to the sons of méh, u
one midnight an angel hastened from the skiespadé the shepherds know that unto them was born in
Bethlehem a Savior, that is Christ the Lord. Thies itest of the angelic host, discovering that dne o
their number had gone before them on so wonderfidreand, were swift to overtake him, and in one
mass of glittering glory, they filled the midnigbkies with heavenly harmony as they sang, “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good avilatd men.” Well might they sing, for the Son ofdso
now appeared. In the manger He might be seen Witteyes, and looked upon, and handled, for there
the Word was made flesh, and God was incarnatewlitsm the ages could not contain, the glorious
One who dwelt with the Father forever unseen, nppeared within the bounds of time and space, and
humble shepherds saw Him and adored. By Gentilewaseseen, for wise men from the East beheld
and worshipped Him whose star had led them. Astde gip, the children of Nazareth beheld Him as a
child obedient to His parents, and by and by He made manifest to men by the witness of John and
the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Him at His lispt God bore Him witness as He went up and down
the hills of Palestine preaching the kingdom anoclaiming salvation to the sons of men. Men saw
Him, for He spoke among them openly, and walketh@ir midst. His was not the seclusion of dignity,
but the manifestation of sympathy. “He went abanihg good.” He was seen of angels, for they came
and ministered to Him, and He was seen of dewlsitey trembled at His word. He dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory; He was the revelation ol ® men, so that He could say, “He that has seen
Me has seen the Father.” He was made still morafesarby His death, for in His crucifixion He was
lifted up from the earth, that all might behold Hikhe was exalted upon the cross, even as Mosed lift
up the serpent in the wilderness on purpose thaswodver looked to it might live. There and then He
opened those four conspicuous founts of cleandmapbwhich were made to flow by the nails. See how
it flows from hands and feet! There, too, He laatébHis side, and set His heart open for dying men,
and forthwith there flowed forth blood and watehu§ we may look into His inmost heart. High on the
cross the Savior hung, without veil or curtain emeceal Him. “Once in the end of the world has He ap
peared.” | know of no appearance that could haws meore complete, more unreserved. He moved in
the midst of crowds, He spoke to men and womenbgnane. He was on the mountain, and by the sea,;
He was in the desert, and by the river; He was botlouse and in temple; He was everywhere accessi-
ble; in the fullest sense “once in the end of thwldvhas He appeared.” Oh, the glory of this grasio
epiphany! This is the greatest event in historg;itivisible God has appeared in human form.

The text tells us very precisely that in thistficeming of our LordHe appeared to put away sin.
Notice that fact. By His coming and sacrifice He@uoplished many things, but His first end and abjec
was “to put away sin.” You know what the modernlidals say; they declare that He appeared to reveal
to us the goodness and love of God. This is trugjths only the fringe of the whole truth. Thecfas
that He revealed God’s love in the provision ofaargice to put away sin. Then, they say that He ap
peared to exhibit perfect manhood, and to let esngd®at our nature ought to be. Here also is a,thuih
it is only part of the sacred design. He appeatex); say, to manifest self-sacrifice, and to sedmugx-
ample of love to others. By His self-denial He tpd@a on the selfish passions of man. We deny nbne o
these things, and yet we are indignant at the wayhiich the less is made to hide the greater. Tdhmu
secondary ends into the place of the grand obgdtivo turn the truth of God into a lie. It is ga&s dis-
tort truth, by exaggerating one portion of it andhidishing another; just as the drawing of the most
beautiful face may soon be made a caricature raltiaer a portrait by neglect of proportion. You must
observe proportion if you would take a truthfulwief things and in reference to the appearing of ou
Lord, His first and chief purpose is, “to put awagy by the sacrifice of Himself.” The great objgetiof
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our Lord’s coming here was not to live, but to die has appeared, not so much to subdue sin by His
teaching, as to put it away by the sacrifice of bifh The master purpose which dominated all thiat o
Lord did was not to manifest goodness, nor to peda example, but to put away sin by sacrificeatTh
which the moderns would thrust into the background, Lord placed in the forefront. He came to take
away our sins, even as the scapegoat typicallyeckaway the sin of Israel into the wilderness that
people might be clean before the living God. ThedLdesus has come here as a priest to remove sin
from His people, “You know that He was manifestedake away our sins.” Do not let us think of Jesus
without remembering the design of His coming. lypyau, brethren; know not Christ without His cross
as some pretend to know Him. We preach Christ;osa dreat many more; but, “we preach Chrisk
cified,” so do not many more. We preach concerning oud dis cross, His blood, His death, and upon
the blood of His cross we lay great stress, exiglinuch “the precious blood of Christ as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot.” We know no pappearing of God in human flesh except that ap-
pearing which ended with a sacrifice to put away Bior this our Savior came, even to save sinngrs b
putting away their sin. We will not deny, nor coalenor depreciate His master purpose, lest we be
found guilty of trampling upon His blood, and tregtit as an unholy thing. The putting away of sin
was a God-like purpose, and it is a wellspring gbénto us, that for this reason Jesus appearedgamon
men.

Let us go a step further with our tewhly once does the Lord appear for the purpose of putting
away sin. He came once to do it, and He has done it sotatlthere is no need for Him to offer any
further sacrifice. “This man, after that He hadeodfd one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down. ik
never appear a second time for the putting awasioflt was His purpose once, but He has so fetfill
it that it will never be His purpose again. Thethjgiest, as you know, came every year with blawd f
the putting away of sin. He has slain the victins tyear, but next year he must come in the same man
ner, and the next, and the next, and the nextusecthe sacrifice had not really removed the goilt,
our Lord has comence for this divine purpose, and He has so achievetdpingose that He could truly
cry, “It is finished,” for the work is done oncerfall. He has so perfectly put away sin by the ifaerof
Himself that He will never need to offer a secoadrgice. That our Lord should ever come a second
time as He came the first time is inconceivabléimse who love Him. He will come a second time, but
in a very different style, and for a very differgmirpose; not as a sacrifice for sins, but as Kind
Judge.

And here learn yet further, thatce only is sin put away. Jesus died to finish transgression and make
an end of sin. Our Lord made atonement for sin wHerlied the just for the unjust; He made peace for
us when the chastisement of our peace was upon\Wimen the Lord had laid upon Him the iniquity of
us all, divine wrath fell upon Him on account ofr@ins, until He cried, “My God, My God, why have
You forsaken Me?” Then sin was put away. There,riauer anywhere else, was full atonement pre-
sented, and iniquity was blotted out. There is tieoplace of expiation for sin but the place of ou
Lord’s sacrifice of Himself. Believing in Him thaied on the cross, our sins are put away, but witho
faith in Him there is no remission of sin. Beyond @ord’s, other sacrifice there is none; otheriiae
there will never be. If any of you here are eniang some “larger hope,” | would say to you—hope
what you please, but remember, that hope withaoih tat the bottom of it, is an anchor without adaol
fast. A groundless hope is a mere delusion. Wisatwhbu will, but wishes without promises from God
to back them, are vain imaginings. Why should ymagine or wish for another method of salvation?
Rest assured that the Lord God thinks so highiyhefone sacrifice for sin that for you to desirether
is evil in His sight. If you reject the one saad#iof the Son of God, there remains no hope for gou
ought there to be. Our Lord’s way of putting awayis so just to God, so honoring to the law, aad s
safe for you, that if you reject it your blood mb&t on your own head. By once offering up Himself t
God, our Lord has done what myriads of years oemégmnce and suffering could never have done.
Blessed be the name of the Lord, the sin of thddyarhich kept God from dealing with men at all,sva
put away by our Lord’s death! John the Baptist sé8&hold the Lamb of God, which takes away the
sin of the world.” God has been able to deal wit world of sinners in a way of grace, becauseslesu
died. I thank our Lord even more, because the hstns of His own chosen—even of all those who be-
lieve on Him in every age—have been put away. Tlsesewere laid on Him, and in Him God visited
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man for them. “He His own self bore our sins in Ewn body on the tree,” and so put them away for-
ever, and they are cast into the depths of theTdeaputting away of my guilt as a believer wadlyea
effectually, and eternally accomplished by the dedtour great Substitute upon the bloody treesTéi
the ground of our everlasting consolation and goge through grace. Jesus did it alone, He did not
only seem to do it, but He actually achieved thitipgi away of sin. He blotted out the handwritihgit
was against us. He finished transgression and raadad of sin, and brought in everlasting righteous
ness when once for all He died upon the cross.

Beloved, there is a further note here; observe dhee only has He made a sacrifice of Himself.
“Now once in the end of the world has He appeacepgut away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” The
very best way to describe the death of our Lortbisall it, “the sacrifice of Himself.” It may beefl
rightly to divide the sacrifice, as the priest aptthe bullock or the ram. You may speak of ourdor
bodily sufferings, His mental griefs, and His dpial anguish, but for the most part we are not &blgpo
far in this detailed appreciation of the wondroasrgice. We are such poor folk in spiritual thintst
instead of bringing a bullock which could be anaimed and its vital organs all laid bare, we aretenon
to bring a pair of turtle doves, or two young pigepand these were not carefully divided asundsr, b
burned upon the altar. The most of us have to ¢akd.ord Jesus Christ as a whole, since, from t#ck
understanding, we cannot go into detail. What dedoffer to God? He made a sacrificeHhmself. Tru-
ly He sacrificed His crown, His rest, His honorsHeputation, and His life, but the essence oktui-
fice wasHimself. Himself took our iniquity, and bore our sorrowsi€’ His own self bore our sins in
His own body on the tree.” Your sacrifice, O Christnot to be measured unless we could compute the
infinity of Your Godhead. It was not only Your labh&/our pain, Your shame, Your death; Your sacri-
fice was Yourself; what more could even You offétere, on the altar, the Son of God did place Him-
self, and there He bled and died that He mighthieevictim of punitive justice, the substitute farilty
men. There was He unto God a sweet-smelling sémemguse He vindicated the law and made it possi-
ble for the Lawgiver to be justly merciful. Thiss@rding to our text, was done once, and only once,
and it never will be repeated, so that the wholgirmss of our Lord’s appearing to put away sinHgy t
sacrifice of Himself, is confined to one appearargl one offering. | want that word “ONE” to ring in
your ears. “By one offering He has perfected fordgliem that are sanctified.” | would have the ativer
“once” go through every ear, and abide in everythéBy His own blood He entered ionce into the
holy place, having obtained eternal redemptionu®i’ Peter says, “Christ also hasce suffered for
sins.”

Once it is, and not more often. To suppose thérapnwould be, first, to break away from the anal-
ogy of human things. Read the twenty-seventh véAseit is appointed unto men once to die, butrafte
this the judgment.” A man dies once, and after gwarything is fixed and settled, and He answers fo
His doings at the judgment. One life, one death-rtleerything is weighed, and the result declared,
“after this the judgment.” So Christ comes, andsdiace, and after this, for Him also the resulvbat
He has done, namely, the salvation of those whk fobo Him. He dies once, and then reaps the fixed
result, according to the analogy of the human ratevhich He became a member and representative.
Men come not back here to die twice, men die oaed,then the matter is decided, and there comes the
judgment. So Christ dies; He does not come back& teedie again, but He receives the result of His
death—that is, the salvation of His own people. $Hall see of the travail of His soul, and shalshe
isfied.” “You were slain, and have redeemed us twl ®y Your blood.” The Christ is so completely
man that He follows the analogies of manhood, asajpostle here observes, and we must not break
away from them.

To suppose a second death for our Lord would Berget what He came to do. The punishment of
sin was, “In the day that you eat thereof you skately die.” One death was the sentence. It & tinat
we have to speak of that one death as dividedtigdirst and the second death, but it is judigiaihe
sentence of death which is pronounced on man. VWeist comes, therefore, He bears the one sen-
tence of death. He laid down His life for us. Thenalty due to sin was death, “In the day that yatu e
thereof you shall surely die”; Christ, thereforajsndie, and die He did, “By the grace of God Hzdd
death for every man.” But it was not said, “You Islize twice.” No, and Christ does not die twice.
“Christ, being raised from the dead dies no moegtld has no more dominion over Him. For in that He
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died, He died unto sin once: but in that He livids, lives unto God.” He has borne the full sentence
which was pronounced on sin, and thus He has pay &we sin which involved us under the penalty.

To suppose that our Lord should be made a saz@gain is a supposition full of horror. When you
study deeply the death of your Lord, unless youwarthis like an adamant stone, you must be bowed
down with grief. The visage of Him who was heavegis'y was more marred than that of any man, and
His form more than the sons of men. He whose brew fnom the beginning surrounded with majesty,
had His forehead and temples torn with a coronghoifns. Those blessed cheeks that are as beds of
spices were distained with spit from the lips ofhmaés. His face, which is the joy of heaven, waHdiu
ed and bruised by mockers. His blessed shoulddrishvibear up the world, they scourged with knotted
whips until the blood ran down in crimson riverstas plowers made deep furrows. How could they
flout Him so? Was it possible that my Beloved skobé scorned and slandered, spit upon and con-
demned as a felon? Did they lay the shameful cupss His blessed back, and lead Him through the
streets amid the ribald mob? He who knew no sinnuasbered with the transgressors. Found guilty of
nothing save excess of love to man, He was led awag crucified. They hurried Him off to die aeth
common place of the gallows. The rough soldiersedatim to the cross, and lifted up the rough tree
for all to gaze upon. | wonder the angels borédt iseems extraordinary that they could look on ehil
men were taking their Lord and Master, and drivmodfs through His hands and feet, and lifting His s
cred body upon the cruel tree. But they did barant the Christ hung on the tree of doom in aibgrn
heat, through the fierce sun, and the inflammatibHis wounds, and inward fever. He was so parched
that His tongue was dried up like a potsherd, aad made to cleave to the roof of His mouth. Theze H
hung amid derision, His bones all dislocated, amsl uéry flesh dissolved with faintness as though it
were turning back to its native dust. Meanwhile btisil was “exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death,”
and the Father’s face, which has sustained thogsahchartyrs, was turned away from Him until He
cried, “Lama Sabachthani.” And is there heart agdiras to suggest a repetition of this divine a§on
Repeat this! Repeat this! O sirs, we rise at oas@ne man, in mutiny against an idea so revol@mge
Calvary is glorious, for it has accomplished thangt deed of our redemption, but two Calvarys would
mean double shame, and no glory. Shall the Sorodf &fter all that He has done, come down on earth
to be a second time “despised and rejected of m8h&l He a second time be dragged through mire
and blood? It must not, cannot be. God forbid! lde trod the winepress once for all. No more shall H
stain His garments with His own blood.

To suppose a repetition of the sacrifice is td saspicion upon the work and efficacy of the great
offering of Himself. Was not that sacrifice infiaitn value? It must have been, for it was the 8aerof
God Himself. Why, then, present it again? Unlegsfitst was altogether or measurably a failure, why
repeat it? The repetition of the cross would dgsthe cross. O man, you have taken away from the
death of the Lord all its virtue if you would dreashHis dying yet again. As to that invention oeth
Church of Rome—the continual offering of the unldg®acrifice of the Mass—it is a dead thing, for
the “blood is the life thereof” and it is as graas insult to the one great sacrifice as could \waite
been devised by His cruelest enemies. He has fopaiteaway the sin of His people by His one offer-
ing, and now there remains no more sacrifice for si

My brethren, the idea that our Lord Jesus dideftdctually perform the work of taking away sin
removes the foundation of our faith. If by one dfig He did not put away sin, shall it be repeated?
Suppose for a moment that He died twice; why nog¢ehimes? Why not four times? Why not fifty
times? Why not forever the rehearsal of Calvarggver the doleful cry, forever the tomb of Josepiy
the dead body wrapped in linen? And yet, even aft®lousand repetitions, how could we know that we
were saved? How could we be sure that the sacsfifiiced, and that sin was really put away? If the
one offering of Himself did not satisfy justice, athwould or could do it? Then are we without hope,
and of all men most miserable, for a golden dre&the putting away of sin has come to us, anditlo!
has melted away. Once yonder tree, once yonder;tomde the broken seal and the frightened watch;
on that one sacrifice and justification we restusely, and we need no repetition of the work. Iswa
enough, for Jesus said, “It is finished.” It wa®egh, for God has raised Him from the dead.

| do not need, | hope, to linger here to warn tlwat it is of no use to expect that God will putagw
sin in any other way than that which at so greedst He has provided. If sin could have been remhove
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in any other way than by the death of His dear Sesus would not have died. If there had been mvithi
the range of supposition any method of pardon exogphe sacrifice of Himself, depend upon it Jesus
would never have bowed His head to death. The giaéer would never have inflicted death upon the
perfect One if it had been possible that the cuquishpass from Him. He could never have inflictgd u
on His Beloved a superfluous pain. His death wasifug, but, blessed be God, having been once en-
dured, it has once and for all put away sin, anttlet will never be endured again.

Il. We come now to look at the rest of the text. Oreel no second; AND YET A SECOND. “He
shall appear a second time.” Yes, Christ Jesu$ appéar a second time, but not a second timehfor t
same purpose as before.

He will appear. The appearing will be of the most open charadter will not be visible in some
quiet place where two or three are met, but Heapjtiear as the lightning is seen in the heavens. At His
first appearing He was truly seen; wherever He wintould be looked at and gazed upon, and touched
and handled. He will appear quite as plainly by Bpdamong the sons of men. The observation of Him
will be far more general than at His first adveot, “every eye shall see Him.” Every eye did no¢ se
Him here when He came the first time, for He did tnavel out of Palestine, save only when, as an in
fant all unknown, He was carried down into Egypat Bhen He comes a second time all the nations of
the world shall behold Him. They that are dead|sis¢ to see Him, both saints and sinners, ang the
that are alive and remain when He shall come $tgalibsorbed in this greatest of spectacles. Then Ba
laam shall find it true, “I shall see Him, but madw: | shall behold Him, but not near.” Though tlozy,
“Hide us from the face of Him that sits on the theg they shall cry in vain, for before His judgeame
seat they must all appear.

His second appearing will be without sin. That is to say, He will bring no sin-offering wiHim, and
will not Himself be a sacrifice for sin. What ne#tt it should be so? We have seen that He once of-
fered Himself without spot to God, and thereforbew He comes a second time, His relation to human
guilt will finally cease. He will then have nothirigrther to do with that sin which was laid upormHii
Our sin, which He took to Himself by imputation, Has borne and discharged. Not only is the sinner
free, but the sinner’s Surety is free also, forltds paid our debt to the utmost farthing. Jesuns isng-
er under obligation on our account. When He comsscand time, He will have no connection of any
sort with the sin which once He bore. He will commgreover, without those sicknesses and infirmities
which arise out of sin. At His first advent, He eam suffering flesh, and then He came to hungdr an
to thirst, to be without a place where to lay Heatl; He came to have His heart broken with reproach
and His soul grieved with the hardness of men’steeble was compassed with infirmity; He came unto
His God with strong crying and tears; He agonizeeneunto bloody sweat, and so He journeyed on
with all the insignia of sin hanging about Him. Buten He comes a second time it will be without the
weakness, pain, poverty, and shame which accompemyThere will then be no marred visage or
bleeding brow. He will have re-assumed His ancggorty. It will be His glorious appearing.

When our Lord comes to the fullest in His glottyerte will remain no sin upon His people. He will
present His bride unto Himself a glorious churab, lmaving spot or wrinkle or any such thing. Thg da
of His appearing will be the manifestation of afper body as well as a perfect Head. Then shall the
righteous shine forth as the sun, when their Locd'gntenance, is as the sun shining in his stredgh
He will be “without sin,” so will they be “withousin.” Oh, what a glorious appearing is this! A tape
pearing, and yet the very opposite of the firsteMkhe text adds, “He shall appear withoutusito sal-
vation.” What does that mean? It means that He will thisplay the perfect salvation of all those who
put their trust in Him. He will come to celebratetgreat victory of mercy over sin. At His coming H
will set His foot upon the dragon’s head, and leustan under our feet. He will come to have ail Hi
enemies put under His feet. Today we fight, andiglgs in us; we groan and He groans in us, for the
dread conflict is raging. When He comes again titdeowill be ended; He shall divide the spoil aiv
quished evil and celebrate the victory of rightetmss.

But the resurrection is the salvation principaftyended here. Alas, what evil sin has done! How
many of our best beloved lie rotting beneath tlay!clThe worms are feeding on those whose voices
were the music of our lives. The scythe of death dwd them down like grass; they lie together nwgo
in yonder cemetery. Who slew all these? The stirdpath is sin. But when our Lord comes, who is the
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resurrection and the life, from beds of dust atehsiclay our dead men shall rise; they shall leapnto
immortality. “Your brother shall rise again.” Yoghildren shall come again from the land of thep-ca
tivity. Not a bone or a piece of a bone, of a sahdll be left as a trophy in the hand of the enéiiyen
our Lord brought forth Peter from the prison, Hd dot let him leave his old shoes behind him, bat t
angel said, “Gird yourself, and bind on your sasdahd follow me,” and when the Lord Jesus shall
come and open wide the door of the sepulcher, Hebwli us come forth in the entirety of our nature,
and leave nothing behind. Salvation shall meanstthe perfection of our manhood in the likeness of
our Lord. No aching hands and weary brows thenwaushall be raised in power. Our vile body shall
be changed, and made like His glorious body. Thamkn in corruption, our body shall be raised in
incorruption, and this mortal shall put on immattalWhat a glorious prospect lies before us inrem:
tion with the day of His appearing a second time salvation!

Now notice that this appearing and this salvatuih chiefly belong to those who look for Him. Will
you bear with me patiently a minute or two here®ohder how many there are in the Tabernacle who
are looking for Him? The text says, “Unto them tloatk for Him shall He appear a second time without
sin unto salvation.” Beloved, | will put the questiagain; How many here are looking for our Lord’s
second coming? | am afraid if conscience has hdegevork many will have to say, “I am afraid | am
not among the number.” | will tell you what it i3 look for that second appearing. It is to love lthed
Jesus, to love Him so that you long for Him asideébtongs for her husband. Why are His chariots so
long in coming? Come quickly, Lord Jesus! Strongeldates separation, it pines for union. It cries,
“Come, Lord! Come, Lord!” Longing follows on the é¢le of loving. To look for His coming is to pre-
pare for Him. If | were asked to visit you tomorr@wvening, | am sure you would make some prepara-
tions for my call—even for one as commonplace asatiyYou would prepare, because you would
welcome me. If you expected the Queen to call, leaxaited you would be! What preparation good
housewives would make for a royal visitor! Wheneaxgect our Lord to come, we shall be concerned to
have everything ready for Him. | sometimes seegtfeat gates open in front of the larger houseken t
suburbs, and it means that they are expecting coympaeep the great gates of your soul always open,
expecting your Lord to come. It is idle to talk abéooking for His coming if we never set our house
order, and never put ourselves in readiness forétigption. Looking for Him means that you stand in
waiting attitude, as a servant who expects his endstsoon be at the door presently. Do not sale“T
Lord will not yet come, and therefore | shall makg plans irrespective of Him for the next twenty or
thirty years.” You may not be here in the next ttyeor thirty minutes, or, if you are, your Lord mbhg
here also. He comes; He is on the road; He stéoteplago, and He sent on a herald before Him tp cry
“Behold, | come quickly.” He has been coming quycklver the mountains of division ever since, and
He must be here soon. If you look for His appeasiog will be found in an attitude of one who waits
and watches, that when his Lord comes he may mmetwith joy. Christ is coming, | must not sin;
Christ is coming, | must not be rooted to the woAde you thus expecting Him? | am afraid | shailyo
be speaking the truth, if | say that very few Cimaiiss are in the highest sensaiting for the appearing
of the Lord. My friend Mr. Govett, in his Commentasn my text, reminds us of the story of Moses,
when God told him to take seventy men up the hilhwim. We read of these honored men, that “they
saw God, and did eat and drink.” What a privilegkéy were all the Lord’s guests. As Moses went up
to God into the thick darkness, he said to thenrr{fgou here until we come again unto you.” Moses
was gone for forty days, and how many waited fonhil do not know when they began to slip down
from the hill, or whether they went one by one,rogroups, but when Moses returned not a soul of
them was left, save Joshua, whom Moses had takevitbihim to still higher ground. The seventy had
gone down among the people, and probably spreaditibelief among them which led to the making of
the golden calf. None can do so much mischief aselwho have been with God, but cannot wait for
the glorious appearing. You tell me Moses was gofang time—well-near six weeks! Yes, and that is
why many cannot wait for the Lord now, becausedbkiy is so long; it is nearly nineteen hundred
years since He went away. Trdieyr thousand years rolled away before He came thetiing, but two
thousand quite wear out the watchers for His seconting. Men cannot wait, and therefore go down to
the world and help to fashion its idols. Only harel there do we see a Joshua who will abide in his
place till his leader appears.
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As towatching, this is rarer than waiting. The fact is, even ble¢ter sort of believers who wait for
His coming, as all the ten virgins did, neverthglde not watch. Even the best sort of the waiters-s
bered and slept. You are waiting, but you are stggd his is a mournful business. A man who is egle
cannot be said took, and yet it is “unto them that look for Him” thdtet Lord comes with salvation.
We must be wide-awake to look. We ought to go ughéowatch-tower every morning, and look toward
the sun rising, to see whether He is coming. Sweahjlast act at night should be to look out fos Kiar,
and say, “Is He coming?” It ought to be a dailyaghgointment when our Lord does not come; instead of
being as | fear it is, a kind of foregone concluasibat He will not come just yet. How pleased we i&r
some daring fellow will tell us when He will confey then we can get ready near the time, and need n
perpetually watch! We would not go to a gypsy ired cloak, and let her tell our fortune, but wel Vet
a man in a black coat tell us the fortune of ourd_&hat folly! Of that day and of that hour knows
man, nor even the angels of God. This time of theeat is a secret, and purposely so, that we may al
ways be on tiptoe of expectation, always lookinyy because our Lord is surely coming, but we ate no
sure when He comes. “And unto them that look fantshall He appear the second time without sin un-
to salvation.” Many professing Christians forgetriSt's second coming altogether; others drop aemil
when we speak about it, as though it belonged tmfanatics and dreamers. But you, Beloved, | trust
are not of that kind. As you really believe in firat coming and the one great sacrifice, so belimal-
ly in the second coming without a sin-offering utite climax of your salvation. Standing between the
cross and the crown, between the cloud that reddt\n out of our sight, and the clouds with whick H
will come with ten thousands of His saints to judige quick and the dead, let us live as men who are
not of this world, strangers in this age which diatles between two bright appearings, happy beings
saved by a mystery accomplished, and soon to bdigibby another mystery which is hastening on.
Let us, like her in the Revelation, have the moader our feet, keeping all sublunary things in rthei
proper place. May we even now be made to sit t@getiith Christ in the heavenlies!

Now all this must be strange talk to some of yawish it would alarm those of you who once made
a profession of true religion, and have gone badké¢ world’s falsehood. How will you face Him, you
backsliders, in that day when He shall appear,ainelse shall vanish in the blaze of His light,séars
when the sun shines out? What will you do when ymachery shall be made clear to your consciences
by His appearing? What will you do, who have saddryMaster, and given up your Lord, who was and
is your only hope for the putting away of your §ir@h, | pray you, as you love yourselves, go to Him
as He appears in His first coming, and then, waghétis blood, go forward to meet Him in His second
coming for salvation. God bless you, and by His &od Spirit make you ready for that great day which
comes on apace!
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