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“O lIsrael, return unto the Lord your God; for you ave fallen by your iniquity. Take with you words,
and turn to the Lord: say unto Him, Take away afliquity, and receive us graciously:
so will we render the calves of our lips. Asshuradimot save us;
we will not ride upon horses: neither will we sapyamore to the work of our hands,
You are our gods: for in You the fatherless find nog.”
Hosea 14:1-3.

WE are in the last chapter of the book of the pebpgtiosea. Throughout the book there has been
thunder; sometimes a low rumbling, as of a distantpest, sometimes peal on peal, as of a storm im-
mediately overhead. And now the tempest has gathaléts force. Here it culminates. You expect the
bolt of heaven to destroy. Lo, instead thereofleesishower of mercy! The gentle drops come down
plenteously, and you hear their fall upon the teragb like music soft and low. God does not s&y, “
Israel, depart accursed!” But instead thereof, uicet tones He cries, “O Israel, return unto thedLo
your God.” In the midst of wrath He remembers mercy

“When God’s right arm is bared for war,

And thunders clothe His cloudy car,”
even then He stays His uplifted hand, reins insteeds of vengeance, and holds communion with grace
“for His mercy endures forever,” and “judgment iss dtrange work.”

To use another figure; the whole book of Hosdikésa great trial wherein witnesses have appeared
against the accused, and the arguments and exclfi®es guilty have been answered and baffled. All
has been heard for them, and much, very much dgaes, and the convicted stand at the bar to hear
their sentence. Behold the Judge, instead of uthim the black cap to pronounce doom of death,
stretches out His hands to the condemned, andnastof pity cries, “O Israel, return”!

This is a wonderful chapter to be at the end chsaubook. | had never expected from such a prickly
shrub to gather so fair a flower, so sweet a fhut, so it is; where sin abounded, grace does rmarie
abound. No chapter in the Bible can be more richméncy than this last of Hosea, and yet no chapter
the Bible might, in the natural order of thingsyédeen more terrible in judgement. Where we looked
for the blackness of darkness, behold a noontidigjluif

While | am preaching from such a text, | feel tfeed of special help from the Holy Spirit. | lifpu
my heart for it. Will you not, my brethren, pray fme, that my hearers may not only hear my voiag, b
may perceive the inward voice of God speaking &rthearts! The Lord Himself is the speaker of the
text; it is Jehovah who says, “O Israel, return.ayMmany of you hear the voice of God, and in that
voice perceive an over-powering omnipotence whitdllgurn your thoughts and souls into the right
way, making you willing in the day of His power!

| ask you to consider, firsthe call to come to GodQ Israel, return unto the Lord your God,” and,
secondlythe argument for comingkor you have fallen by your iniquity.” Thirdly, wehall dwell upon
the help in comingvhich the Lord gives to those who are willing toegbHe says, “Take with you
words, and turn to the Lord: say unto Him, Take yath iniquity, and receive us graciously.” In con-
clusion, we shall pray to see in mammg coming by this helfMay my unconverted hearers return unto
the Lord, and know the power of His restoring grace

|. First, notice THE CALL TO COME, “O Israel, returmto the Lord your God.” Oh, that the call
may be made effectual this day!
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It is a very instructive callfor it tells the sinner exactly what he has to Return; that is, reverse
your course. The course you have taken is the depafsthat which you ought to have taken; therefor
come back. You have gone from God; come back ta ®od have been prayerless; begin to pray! You
have been hardened; yield to the Word. You have lgéof quibbling; believe even as a little child
Bring forth fruits meet for repentance and not figts of obstinate persistence in evil. To mangréh
could be no better direction in spiritual moralartithis word, “Return.” Do what you have not done;
leave undone what you have been doing. Reversenfi@e. Take the other track! “Return!” is but a
single word, but that word is full of meaning. Tées to be a change, a total change, a coming teack
God.

The word is also instructive, because it saystUReunto the Lord.”Do not onlylookto God, but
returnto Him. Arise, and go unto your Father. Do not khabout it, but do it. Do not return part of the
way to this and to that good custom and salutabythlaut come right back to the Lord, and rest tilbt
you feel that you are in His arms. It is of no é@ethe prodigal to say, “I will arise,” unless hadds,
“and go to my father.” It is of no use his quittinge far-off country for another, but it must bélsaf
him, “And he arose and came to his father.” Thet log®ction we can give to many a sinner is—
Reverse your course of life, and let your reversearse of life lead you to God Himself. How surely
will he need the abounding grace of God for sualog as this! For Virgil's lines are true—

“The gates of hell are open night and day;
Smooth the descent, and easy is the way.
But to return, and seek the upper skies,
In this the task and mighty labor lies.”

The call is very practicalt does not ask for sentiment, but for action;I8tael, return unto the Lord
your God.” Do not, as | have said before, thinktaherely, but resolutely and thoughtfully retudo
not speculate about when you will do it; let itdene now. Procrastinate no longer; quit halting laes+
itating once for all. Cease to count the loss erghin of it, but take the decisive step, “O Israstiurn.”

| cannot help reminding you that this instructared practical exhortation is alsovery pathetic call
The “O” with which it commences is not used as eatarical embellishment. Loving entreaty breathes
in it. He who speaks is in earnest, and pleads alltRis heart. It is God Himself who says, “O kska
return unto the Lord your God.” It is not a chidlramand—cold and sharp, like the sword of the Lard i
the day of doom, but albeit it has all the forceaafommand, it is a warm and tender entreaty fioen t
lips of love, “O Israel, return.” In that “O” | seeto hear at once the weeping of the Lord Jesuas, th
sounding of the heart of the great Father, andjtlexing of the Holy Spirit, “O Israel, return”! & sor-
rowful, tender, gentle, wooing voice, which | besegou to regard. Possibly some of you may have had
to plead with one of your own children, who hasrbeery willful, and has threatened to do that which
would have been exceedingly injurious to him. Yavé said, “Oh, do not so, my son! Oh, do not so,
my daughter!” and you have thrown your soul intaiypleading. Even thus does God, with sacred pa-
thos, with love welling up from the depth of Hisalng plead with every sinner before me, and He word
the pleading thus—“O Israel, return unto the LoodilyGod.”

| would remind you, also, that, pathetic as itiigs a divine call “O Israel, return!” Who says it?
The prophet? Yes, but more than the prophet; He pibads is the prophet's God. The first motion to-
wards reconciliation is never from the sinner, always from God. The sinner does not cry, “O Lord,
my God, permit me to return”; but the Lord Hims&f)o watches the wandering one, and sees him fall-
ing to his ruin, cries out, in the freeness of Hiace, “O Israel, return!” What matters it to therd,
though a man should even plunge down to hell? Tdrd Will be glorious, though the rebel perish. The
Lord has no need of men. Yet the Lord thinks muclvandering men, and longs for their return. Out of
the freeness and riches of His love He calls thehitself. He swears by His own life that He witigt
the death of the sinner, but that he turn to Hing Bve. Because of His spontaneous love and pigy,
cries, plaintively, “O lIsrael, return unto the Loydur God.” Listen, then, my hearers. If it weng call,
you might refuse it with small blame, but it is Godall; shall your Maker call in vain? Will you ddo
all your sin the turning of your back upon the Gxddove? Shall Jehovah cry in pity to your soulsd a
cry in vain? God grant it be not so! Here from tt@st, which, once written, remains, there sounats o
of the eternal deep of boundless mercy this cryrate; “O Israel, return unto the Lord your God!”
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And so | will say no more about this call excdytit is evidently a very gracious onde puts it so,
“Return unto the Lorggour God.” If you, O sinner, will return to the Lord, He wile your God; He will
enter into covenant with you, He will give Himselfer to you to be yours. Henceforth you shall have
property in Jehovah, and all the wealth of Hisnité nature shall be yours. You shall be able t9 sa
“This God is our God forever and ever: He will b& guide even unto death.” That man has made a
great speech who has truly said, “God is mine.”réhge more in calling God our God than if we could
hold the title-deeds of both the Indies, or claiosgession of the stars. God, in the infinity of gliace,
declares, “I will be their God.”

| cannot preach as | would. Who can compass sticerae as this? Oh, that you were wise, that you
knew what was good for you! Then would you answethts call. O sinner, how | wish that you were
delivered from your madness! For then you wouldamger turn your back upon your own blessedness,
nor would you any longer reject the Lord your Godybur own confusion. Your present course will
lead you down to destruction utter and entire destyn, therefore, pause, | pray you! No, | say enor
do not stay where you are, but return, return aeb&ee you not what a welcome God will give you?
He says not, “Return unto your Judge,” but “Retumio your God.” It is not written, “Return like an
escaped prisoner to your jailer, return to the wdm to the stocks,” but, “Return unto the Lord ryou
God.” This God shall be your exceeding joy. Alble@annot put my soul into such words as | could
wish, | am sure that men who are wise and pruddhthink upon these things, and will be led to lsee
after the Lord, from whom all blessings flow. | rember how, when | perceived the freeness and pre-
ciousness of the gospel, | ran towards it, beirsyvdrthat way by a strong desire for that which prom
ised such great things to me. May many a man andamcout of the present company say, “I will an-
swer to the divine entreaty. Jehovah bids me reaachreturn | will™!

Il. Secondly, | beg you to notice THE ARGUMENT FOR COWH. “Return unto the Lord your
God;for you have fallen by your iniquityWhat a wonderful argument is this! You are in gih glight
through sin; therefore return to the Lord your Gtglt,” says one, “l was afraid | might not come-be
cause | had fallen.” See how your fear is anti@dafThe case is reversed, and your having fallen is
made by the Lord into an argument why you shouldrreto Him. “I am broken-kneed,” says one, “I
have fallen so badly that | shall never be worffeany for any good work.” Yet the Lord cries, “Retu
for you have fallen.” | hear one moaning, “I am ken to pieces by sin; | am like an old pot that has
fallen on the stones. | am useless henceforth. tlratr very reason the Lord of mercy bids you return
“Return unto the Lord your God; for you have fallewhat ingenuity of mercy there is in the heart of
God! See, He takes away the reason for despainnahkeés out of it an argument for hope. Because you
are thus fallen, you have need to return, and Godiders your need, not your merit. Because you are
fallen, God’s pity invites you to return. Use therd “fallen” literally. If you are a fallen man, ttgn; if
you are a fallen woman, return. Why is it that weed “fallen” has a force in reference to woman ethi
it has not in regard to man; surely a fallen maasisad a sight as a fallen woman. But whether orale
female, here is the argument for your returningtm, “You have fallen; therefore return.” | prayuyo
yield to so gracious a plea.

Dear friends, the argument is also thiee cause of your evil plight is sifiYou have fallenby your
iniquity.” Sin is the root of the mischief. Do not say, “IsMated to be so.” “You have fallen by your
iniquity.” It is true that you have fallen in Adarbut you have also fallen by your own actual simj a
you have enough to do to confess your own act aed.dYour own willful omissions and commissions
have ruined you. You are wounded, but your own Heaslgiven the injurious stab. “You have fallen by
your iniquity”; blame no one else. That you areuaubeliever is your own fault; you will not come to
Christ that you might have life. The way you folleswhe way of your own choice, in which you follow
the imaginations and devices of your own heart.tidd misery of your present estate is due to ydiurse
alone “O lIsrael, you have destroyed yourself’! Feel thas so, and confess it before God, taking to
yourself shame and confusion of face.

The only remedy for your evil case is to come hadkod If you have fallen by your iniquity, you
must be set free from this iniquity, but you canfieé yourself. “Can the Ethiopian change his skin,
the leopard his spots?” You have lain in the lyewf till you are dyed ingrain with the scarletiofqui-
ty, and the color cannot be taken out except byiraahe of grace. Only God can take away the spots
from the leopard, and the blackness from the Etamgpand the crimson from the deep-dyed wool. The
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Lord and only the Lord can work these marvels. leyou are called upon to “return unto the Lord
your God,” for your only hope of restoration liesGod Himself.

Your guilt should not make you hesitate, for thewd_knows all about it, and His invitation shows
that He does so. He says, “Return; for you haverfdl O my hearer, have you tried to hide that#all
Are you sitting here and trying to forget your raiifhe Lord does not forget it, and does not wisi tgo
forget it. He sets it before your mind, and bidsiyamme to Him as a fallen person. The Lord Jesus
Christ receives sinners as sinners. He does nat tvam to change their character and then come, but
they are to come to Him for a change. Come simgplgianers; not as awakened sinners, or sensible sin
ners, or sinners with some other good qualificatis sinners, come to Him who has come to save sin-
ners. The Lord Jesus gave Himself for our sinspeler gave Himself for our righteousness, and there
fore He would have us come to Him in all our defient. Come in your evil habits, your guilt, your
condemnation, your spiritual death, and your cdromp Come just as you are. He delights in mercy;
leave space for mercy to work. “Return,” He sayst you have fallen by your iniquity.”

If you are in the worst case that any mortal wayou have the best possible helpemwhom you
are to return. If you go to Gilead for balm for yowound, you would turn that way in vain, for teeth
guestion, “Is there no balm in Gilead; is therephgsician there?” the answer is, of course, thereei-
ther balm nor physician there, or else the huthefdaughter of My people would long ago have been
healed. You have long enough gone to Gilead, nowog8od. Human sources of help must fail you,
and for that very reason we would persuade youroto God. There is no physician in Gilead, there-
fore, come along with you to Him whose touch igdrethan balm, who is Himself the health of souls.
The very hem of His garment overflows with powaer tlsat a touch is effectual. Jesus has but toarast
eye on the most guilty and forlorn, and they lives, if they do but cast an eye on Him, they rezeiv
eternal life. A legion of devils will flee at Hisard. Oh, what a blessing it is that there is suahighty
Savior! If anybody here perishes, it is not becaihgeSavior is not able to save him. If any mareher
shall die in his sin, it can only be accountedifgithe Savior’s declaration, “If you believe noath am
He, you shall die in your sins.” “He is able to sdtiem to the uttermost that come unto God by Him.”
“The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us fahrsin.” How intensely do | pray that you may re-
turn to God, urged by these reasons, namely, thataye helplessly, hopelessly lost, and Christ is a
mighty Savior, on whom your help is laid! | wouldat for this reason you would come to Him, even
this very day! He will receive you even now, for Has said it, “He that comes to Me | will in no wis
cast out.”

lIl. Now let us see how our gracious God meets us, anuildes for us THE HELP IN COMING.

The Lord helps our ignorance and our féde. gives us direction as to what to bririgead the sec-
ond verse. “Ah!” says the sinner, “I do not knowawho take with me in approaching the Most High. |
have no bullocks, no lambs, no incense. In my hhatk is no price of money or merit.” The answer is
“Take with you words.” Your heart is right; you donging for salvation; you need not say, “How s$hal
| come before the Lord, and bow myself before tigh iGod?” “Take with you words”; you have plenty
of them. The heart must be there first, and thething more is asked than “words.” Cheap enough is
this offering. Leaves of the forest are not so éasyome at. This is simple enough; He that hasgue
can bring words. O man and woman, whatever elsecgonot bring, you can bring words, for indeed
you have multiplied words to sin. The Lord helpyau to return, you need not hesitate for want of an
offering, since He says, “Take with you words.” 38 but another version of our grand hymn—

“Nothing in my hand | bring:
Simply to Your cross | cling;
Naked, come to You for dress;
Helpless, look to You for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;

Wash me, Savior, or | die.”

And then, the Lord helps the coming sinneréylirection as to where to turriTake with you
words, and turn to the Lord.” “I wanted to see thmister,” says one. Turn to the Lord! “I desire to
converse with a man of God.” Turn to the Lord! Vad in the book of Job, “To which of the saintd wil
you turn?” My answer would be—Sinner, turn to tivener’s friend, and leave the saints alone. If you
would be saved, turn not to Peter, nor James, atan, but turn to Him whom all these call “Mastedan
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Lord.” “Take with you words, and tutio the Lord.” Have you been in the habit of turning to a man who
is called a priest? | pray you, do so no longer tii@re is now but one sin-atoning priest, and $ithe
Lord Jesus. Have you turned to ceremonies? Do goki flor rest in sacraments? You look that way in
vain, for they are not the way of salvation. Tuather to the Lord as He is revealed in the Lordides
Take with you words, and turn to the Lord Hims&lgainst Him you have sinned; to Him make confes-
sion. You need that His anger should be turned ag&sk, then, a free forgiveness from Him. It is Hi
love that you need; go to Him for it, and He wdkteive you graciously, and love you freely.

A further help is this. The Lord helps us to rattw Him by givinga direction how to prayA minis-
ter said to me last Thursday evening what | havenofelt to be true, “We had need make coming to
Christ very plain, for many people are so ignotthiat they almost need to have the words of cordassi
and faith put into their mouths. They need someliodgneel down side by side with them, and utter th
very words that they should speak unto the Lordh&r€ is much more truth in this statement than-inex
perienced persons may think. So here the Lord drseg, were, put the words into the sinner’s mouth.
“Take with you words, and say unto Him.” He says words, that the sinner may make them His own,
and say them after Him. In this condescending s$tidd¢eaches the returning sinner how to pray. Véhat
gracious God He is! Suppose a case. A great kisgpban grievously offended by a rebellious subject,
but in kindness of heart he wills to be reconcildd. invites the rebel to sue for pardon. He repli€s
King, | would gladly be forgiven, but how can | perly approach your offended majesty? | am anxious
to present such a petition as you can accept, kabw not how to draw it up.” Suppose this greaigki
was to say, “I will draw up the petition for yowhat confidence the supplicant would feel in préisgn
the petition! He brings to the king his own wortle prays the prayer he is bidden to pray. By thrg ve
fact of drawing up the petition, the monarch pletigenself to grant it. O my hearer, the Lord puts i
into your mouth to say this morning, “Take awayiaituity.” May you find it in your heart to prayi
that fashion! That prayer is best which is offemedsod’s own way, and is of God’s own prompting.
May you present such a prayer at once!

Here | findtwo sentences of petitiofihe first is—"Take away all iniquity.” Follow me&nd try to
pray this prayer, “O You that take away the siring world, take away all my iniquity. It is greéut
pardon it, | pray You, for You did bear our sinsYiour own body on the tree. By Your precious blood,
wash away all my iniquity! Let me know that You leagarried my transgression away, even as the
scapegoat carried the sins of Israel into the wildes of forgetfulness. Take away all iniquity loyaect
of pardon, | beseech You. Take it away, also, otlaer sense—Lord, take it out of my heart; takmuit
of my life.”

Dear seekers, | pray you, do not look on oneasiid, say, “Lord, spare it!” Do not wish to have one
sin left, but cry “Take it away! Take it away! Takevayall iniquity. However sweet, or fascinating, or
deeply seated, Lord, take away all iniquity. IfaMe been given to the intoxicating cup, take it\dviial
have been the slave of greed, take it away! Iiviehaeen subject to passion, or pride, or lustfidntke
it away! Whatever is my besetting sin, ‘take awhyraquity’!” Do you wish to have one fair sin spad
to you? It will be your ruin. Hew in pieces thata@gsin that comes so delicately. Let your cry Gake
it away!” The taking of it away may cost you a figtand or a right eye; still, shrink not, but cfyake
away all iniquity.” Have done with #ll. It will be of no use to give up one poison; ifuytake another
poison, it will kill you. All sin must go, or elsall hope is gone! Return to God, but it must behvait
prayer which shows that you and your sins havetiadlut, never to be reconciled.

The next petition is, “Receive us graciously.” @mss that a kind reception of you by God must be
of grace alone. Nothing but grace can open a dwoodr returning. Sinners cannot be received of the
Lord on any other terms but those of mercy. We wawlt ask to be dealt with according to our merits,
but we thank the Lord that He has not dealt witlaftisr our sins, nor rewarded us according to oy i
uities. As to our sins, we cannot answer Him ona tifousand. The Lord must receive us graciously or
reject us righteously. Are we not glad that sinreans be received in the name of grace, and finéla w
come in the tender mercy of our God? Offer, thiis, petition, “Receive us graciously.” | am not eon
tent merely to talk to you about these graciousdapt want every soul here to use them in personal
prayer. Oh, that the Lord would touch all lips big igrace, and lead them to say from the heart—"Lord
receive me, | return to You. Take away all iniquiéyd take me to Yourself! Receive me as a subject
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Your kingdom. Receive me of Your grace into Yountgof love. Receive me into the family of Your
redeemed on earth, and then receive me into Yousioiain heaven. ‘Receive us graciously.”

These are two sweet petitions, and they areffillned together. May the Holy Spirit constrain eve-
ry heart to present them! May these be the wordshmévery one of you shall take with him in return-
ing to the Lord!

One sentence of promisallows these two of petition, “So will we renddret calves of our lips.”
What are the “calves of our lips™? They are sapeti of praise and thanksgiving. Yonder are theesalv
of the stall which men bring in sacrifice; they ateuck down, and they die at the altar. God da®s n
ask us for bullocks which have horns and hoofstakes no pleasure in the blood of calves, or ofgyjoa
He desires a broken heart, true faith, and hunave; lthese live at the altar. “Whoso offers prajkei-
fles God.” Let us bring Him our best thoughts, best expressions, our best testimonies, our hsartie
praises; these are not calves of our stalls, kaltés of our lips.” Let our gratitude be a livinacsifice,
and our conduct a constant testimony to the goadoe&od. | think we can say this morning—at least,
| can—“Lord, if You will spare me, | will speak fofou.” | must do so during the rest of my life,alse
| shall have to change my ways and habits. | waxkiting, as | came along this morning, that it isnes
where about forty years since | first opened my tinda preach for Christ, and | can still say what |
have often said—

“Ever since by faith | saw the stream

His flowing wounds supply,

Redeeming love has been my theme,

And shall be till | die.”
Is there not some young man here who will begionae to take up this service for the next fortyrg@a
| wonder what young man it is that | may lay hangen for Jesus? And some Christian woman—no,
she is not a Christian, yet, but | call her sudh,she is going to be, | am only anticipating gelitwill
she not now become a Christian, and straightawagereunto the Lord Jesus the calves of her lips, by
bearing her testimony to her family and among leguaintances? Who will consecrate himself this day
unto the Lord? While you cry to God for mercy ashte past, resolve that if you are saved you waifi-c
fess His name, and so offer Him the calves of yipgt The Lord claims your hearts first, and yapsl|
next. You must confess Christ before men. Salvas@romised to a confessed faith; always remember
that, “He that with his heart believes, and with mouth makes confession of Him, shall be savdde’ “
that believes and is baptized shall be saved. hFibuld be confessed in God’s own way, by baptism,
and to that faith the promise is specially givehotdgh | doubt not that some may be saved who do not
make an open avowal of their faith, yet the promiges as | have quoted it, and | would not have you
willfully forget the command implied in it. “He th@onfesses Me before men, him will | confess kefor
My Father which is in heaven”; so says the Lordude#t is no more than His due, that we should take
up our cross and follow Him. It is but a small tpirthat if we trust in His name, we should bear His
name. So you see the Lord puts into our mouthsntieisiing this resolve, that we will praise Him. “So
will we render the calves of our lips.”

Now comethree sentences of renunciatidAsshur shall not save us; we will not ride upondes:
neither will we say any more to the work of our i&nYou are our gods.” First, the natural, legasty
so much esteemed among men, must go. Israel usagsato fall back upon Assyria. If Egypt threat-
ened the people, or if any other nation oppresbetht they sent a present to the King of Assyria to
come and deliver them. But now they cry, “Asshualishot save us.” The popular trust of the world is
in self-righteousness in its various forms. You evgoing to be saved by your own repentance, refor-
mation, and future well-doing, but of this you maay, “Asshur shall not save us.” Are you trustimg
sacraments? Give up so vain a confidence. Theyatreneant to save, but to instruct those who are
saved already. Are you trusting in your hereditgoglliness, your birthright religion? Away with so
poor a foundation! Are you trusting in your prayeysur giving to the poor, your attendance on ser-
mons, your honesty, your good nature? Set thesnerside, and cry, “Asshur shall not save us.” All
confidences must go except Jesus Christ, whom @eddnd in Zion for a foundation stone. On Him
must we build, and on none other, for “Asshur shatlsave us.”

But, next, they gave up all carnal confidencehe&iirt own, “neither will we ride upon horses.” The
kings of Israel were forbidden to multiply horsbecause they were not used in commerce, but only fo
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military purposes, and Jehovah would not have ldgpfe rely upon these creatures. Egypt might glory
in horse and chariot, but Israel must not do saddeve find pious Hezekiah keeping this law satri

ly that Rabshakeh reviled him by offering to sewd thousand horses if he could set riders upon them
When we come to God we must quit all trust in onese of every sort; in our tears, our prayers, our
moral life, our excellent instincts, or anythingelwe must place no trust. “Some trust in horsed, a
some in chariots, but we will remember the namthefLord our God.” It may be you have fine horses
of morality and religiousness; you have many vistugpon which you think you might fairly depend,;
give up these trusts. Have you been lately trottiagyour horses before your own family, and sayog
your wife, “I am not like many men. | never drirdotmuch, neither do | treat my household unkindly”?
Put away these horses. You cannot come to Godgridinpride. Say, “We will not ride upon horses.”
Put away every confidence in yourself, in whatedashion it appears.

One more stroke of renunciation remains. Down ngasthe gods of our former estate. He that
would come to the true God must have done withfalee gods. If we have been living for any objec-
tives save the glory of God, we must do away whibse objectives. If we have been paying religious
reverence to anything but God Himself, we mustdayawith it. “Neither will we say any more to the
work of our hands, You are our gods.” It seemsngfeathat men should ever have said such a thintg, bu
since they have said it, they must say it no mG@d help everyone here to now make a complete re-
nunciation of everything which usurps the placé&ofl! Whether it is an object of trust, reverence, d
sire, fear, or love, we must cast it down, and Wigr$&sod alone. He says to us, “Look unto Me, and be
you saved, all the ends of the earth: for | am Godl there is none else.” In the work of salvatios
work of our hands is out of court, and God alonesinine glorified.

The words close witlhne sentence of faittMy time fails me, and | cannot dwell upon it anhgjth.

“In You the fatherless find mercy.” Dear orphan ddyelow me, here is a word for you. Remember it,
and love God because it is true, “In You the fdtss find mercy.” God is the Father of the fathesle
Now, if God receives the fatherless, who have rtorteke care of them, and He becomes their God, we
may be encouraged to come to Him, even in the fodsirn condition. Does God keep open house for
those who have no home? Then | will go to Him. DGesl take up those whom father and mother have
forsaken? Then will | put my trust in Him. | saw arboard this morning words announcing that an asy-
lum was to be built on a plot of ground, for a slag persons who are described in three terrible
words—"HELPLESS, HOMELESS, HOPELESS.” These arekimel of people that God receives; to
them He gives His mercy. Are you helpless? He gl you. Are you homeless? He will house you.
Are you hopeless? He is the hope of those who hawaher confidence. Come, then, to Him at once!

I\V. This last word should induce sinners to return twGand then we shall see before our eyes
THE COMING BY THIS HELP. You that are great, andodpand full, and inwardly strong, you will
not return to God. You that are nothing, and less thothing, you that are fallen in your own sigtat
that cannot help yourselves, you are likely to cohpray that you may come at once. | have setrikefo
you an open door that no man can shut; will youamer? Come to my Lord this day. Come now and
say, “Take away all iniquity, and receive us grasig.” May God help us to be doing this, rathemtha
talking and hearing about it!

Let us come to God, for He will help us to comeuYsee He helps us by giving us words, but as He
never helps men to be hypocrites, He will also hedpo feel the words. He, who gives us words to
speak, will give us grace to speak them sincer@tg. not these words the true desires of your hearts
On your knees, when you get home, pour them owatré&sod. In your pews while you are here, present
these petitions in silence. Say, “Take away atjuity, receive me graciously: so will | render ttadves
of my lips.” The Lord’s help will suffice, not onlio teach us the manner of praying, but to givéhes
desire, the faith, the love, the resolve which magehis prayer.

Let your coming to the Lord be decisive and actMalu have meant it for years, and yet nothing has
been done. Some of you have been hearing me preachor a quarter of a century. Think of that! |
met, the other day, with one who heard me at Nexk Baeet, and at last he has come out to coniess h
Lord after more than thirty years. Slow work thBgtter late than never. Come, my friends, are you g
ing to stick in the mud forever? Will you lie oudsithe wicket-gate throughout another year? Godtgra
you may cry right now, “Take away all iniquity: \dee us graciously!”
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Oh, that this might be the universal cry of all mydience at this hour! The text is not writterfas
one, but for many. “Take with you words.” The fivarse is in the singular, and speaks of “you,”thet
second is in the plural, and speaks of “us.” as, “Take away all iniquity; receiv@egraciously”; but,
“receiveus graciously: so willwe render the calves afur lips. Asshur shall not saues.” Come along
with you, then, the whole company of you who desakation. | call upon you who are sitting in this
first gallery all around me! | call upon the demsass in the area below! | call upon you who sithie
upper gallery! Oh, that we might all join in onenmmon return unto the Lord! Let us call this dayhe
day of the joyous return.”"Come, and let us return unto the Lord: for He taag, and He will heal us;
He has smitten, and He will bind us up.” Who sdig”? What? Will you choose your own destruc-
tion, and persevere in the way of sin? | hope ydual say, “Yes,” and that the Holy Spirit wilebd
you to carry out the resolve.

The special call is to the fallen, “Return; foruyoave fallen.” Come, you fallen ones, come and wel
come. It is to the wandering for to such is the o@nd appropriate which says, “Return.”—

“Return, O wanderer, to your home

Your Father calls for you;

No longer now an exile roam

In guilt and misery;

Return! Return!”
The call is to the forlorn and destitute, “In Ydetfatherless find mercy.” You that are fallen, oéf;
fatherless, and forlorn, come at once to God imsl&hrist. Come now! Come! Come! Come! See how
the Lord meets you! Read the fourth verse; | caliidost kiss the lines as | gaze on them, “I wilalhe
their backsliding”; come, sick one, here is healiagyou. “I will love them freely”; come, unlovely
one, here is love for you. “My anger is turned avrayn him”; though you have felt His wrath burning
in your souls, it is gone forever. “I will be astdew unto Israel”; before this service is quiterpwome
drops of dew shall have fallen upon your parchedtspand shall sparkle in your bosoms like diam®n
glittering in the sun.

These later verses speak as if the gracious werk done; they describe a scene most bright, full o
color, and rich with perfume, as a fact accomplishiéhe chapter begins with an exhortation, butintsr
into description, as if the people really had coare] God had met them, and had blessed them exceed-
ingly. Lord, make it so at this very moment! Mayniit be merely that | have preached, and that these
people have listened most encouragingly, but may beereally saved through grace! The Lord’s peo-
ple have been praying all the while, “God bless tyservant”; and now | shall look for fruit from #hi
first of March. The Lord grant that this March mayme in like a lamb to many of you! May the lion go
out of you! May a heavenly wind spring up and blagvoss this city, and bring soul-healing with it! |
this hope, | bid you again, “Come to Jesus.” Jesys, “If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and
drink.” “The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And kem that hears say, Come. And let him that is
athirst, come. And whoever will, let him take ottlvater of life freely.” The Lord gather you alitan
the arms of His grace, for His Son’s sake! Amen.
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