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“Men shall be blessed in Him: all nations shall daHim blessed.”
Psalm 72:17.

THERE are many famous names in human history, anynof them are connected with deeds
which have brought no blessing upon mankind. Tedland to be blessed, is the noblest sort of fame,
and yet how few have thought it worth the seekifgll many a name in the roll of fame has been writ-
ten there with a finger dipped in blood. It woukes as if men loved those most that have killed the
most of them. They call those greatest who have liee greatest cutthroats. They make their greatest
illuminations over massacres of their fellows, icglthem victories. To be set aloft upon a coluimmn,
represented by a public statue, or to have poegsng out your name, it seems necessary to grasp th
sword, and to hack and slay your fellow men. Isoit too sadly true that when men have been curged b
one of their leaders they henceforth call lgneat? O, misery, that wholesale murder should be the
shortest method of becoming illustrious!

There is one name that will last when all othérallshave died out, and that name is connected with
blessing,and only with blessing. Jesus Christ came intovthdd on purpose to bless men. Men, as a
race, find in Him a blessing wide as the world. WHile was here, He blessed and cursed not. All
around Him, both by speech, and act, and glana tlesught, He was an incarnate blessing. All that
came to Him, unless they willfully rejected Him,taimed blessings at His hands. The home of His in-
fancy, the friends of His youth, the comrades o hianhood, He blessed unsparingly. To bless men,
He labored. To bless men, He parted with everythamgl became poor. To bless men, at last He died.
Those outstretched hands upon the cross are sprdadn benediction, and they are fastened therke as
they would remain outstretched till the whole woldblessed. Our Lord’s resurrection from the dead
brings blessings to mankind. Redemption from tlagyrand life eternal, He has won for us. He waited
on earth a while, until He ascended, blessing nseHeawent up. His last attitude below the skies was
that of pronouncing a blessing upon His discipkés.is gone into glory, but He has not ceased tssble
our race. The Holy Spirit came among us soon #fierascension, because Jesus had received gifts for
men; yes, for the rebellious also. The wonderfekbings which are comprised in the work, persod, an
offices of the Holy Spirit—all these come to usatiigh Jesus Christ, the ever-blessed and everdbessi
One. Still He loves to bless. Standing at the heldrall affairs, He guides the tiller of Provideneéh a
view to the blessing of His chosen. He spends iHis still in making intercession for transgressiiest
the blessing of God may rest upon them; while Hi&i$ who is His Vicegerent here below, is ever
more occupied with blessing the sons of men. Oud esus will soon come a second time, and in that
glorious hour, though His left hand must deal astige, His right hand will lavish blessing. Hisiath
end and bent in His coming will be that He may édydless those loving hearts that watch for His ap
pearing. Christ is all blessing. When you have temitdown His name, you have pointed to the fountain
from which all blessings flow; you have named t8ah of Righteousness to whose beams we owe eve-
ry good and perfect gift. From the beginning, tlgloout all eternity, the Lord Jesus blesses men—

“Over every foe victorious,

He on His throne shall rest;
From age to age more glorious,
All blessing and all blessed.
The tide of time shall never

His covenant remove;
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His name shall stand forever,
That name to us is—Love.”

| purpose, at this time, if the Lord shall help rmespeak very simply about the fullness of blegsin
which comes from our Master and Lord. First sayoegr friends, thate ourselves are living proofs of
the statement that men shall be blessed in Him; then, desiring to say, in the second place, \ireghhave
seen it to be true in others also. And, thirdly, expressing our conviction thashall be true, on the larg-
est scale, with the nations, “All nations shall be blessed in Him,” and therefahey shall call Him
blessed.

|. First, then, WE OURSELVES ARE LIVING WITNESSES THAWIEN ARE BLESSED IN
CHRIST. You and I do not pretend to be great salg@spus philosophers, or learned divines, but we
feel when a pin pricks us, or when a dog biteswis.have sense enough to know when a thing tastes
well or ill in the eating. We know chalk from cheess the proverb has it. We know something about
our own needs, and we also know when we get thesdssupplied. We have not mastered the extraor-
dinary, but in the commonplace we feel at home. @& s none the worse witness in court because he
does not know all the technical terms used in ®&eA judge is never better pleased than when é se
in the witness box some plain, blunt, honest felleao will blunder out the truth. We will speak the
truth at this time, so far as we know it, whether effend or please. Every man is to speak as lus,fin
and we will speak concerning Jesus Christ as we fawnd Him. | will try, if | can, to be spokesman
for all present who are believers in Christ, agdk a patient hearing.

We bear witness that we have been blessed in How. much, how deeply, how long, and in how
many ways we have been blessed in Him, | will nudartake to say, but this | will say most emphati-
cally, for many of you now present, whose lives arsories | know almost as | know my own, we have
in verity, beyond all question, been blessed iuges the highest degree, and of this we are S\ee.
believe—and faith grasps the first blessing—thathave received a great blessing in Christ by the re-
moval of a curse which otherwise must have rested upon us. That curse did overshadow us once, for it is
written, “Cursed is everyone that continues nadlirthings which are written in the Book of the Laov
do them.” We could not keep the law; we did notgkeégwe gave up all hope of keeping it. Therefore,
the dark thunder-cloud of that tremendous senténeey over us, and we heard the voice of justice
speaking out of it, like a volley of the dread lgety of God in the day of tempest. The thundethef
curse rolled heavily over our heads and hearts. Bome of us cowered down and trembled! We can
never forget the horror of our soul under the reggrehension of divine wrath. To be cursed of God
meant all woes in one. Some of us were brought kewyindeed by the frown of a guilty conscience.
We gave up even the dream of hope. We thought lvesseffectually, finally, and everlastingly con-
demned, and so indeed we should have found itthex@ not been a divine Interposer. But now that
curse is taken from us, and we do not dread itgmefor He was made a curse for us, of whose name
we are speaking now—even He “who knew no sin, lag made sin for us, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him.” No curse now remagmdy blessing abides. Hallelujah! If our Lord had
done nothing else for us but the rolling away & tirse, He would have blessed us infinitely, aed w
would have blessed Him forever. If He had accorhplisnothing but the bearing away of our sin into
the wilderness—as the scapegoat of old bore awayniguity of Israel—He would have done enough
to set our tongues forever praising Him. He hasdiffrom the world the weight of the eternal curse,
therefore, let all the bells of our cities ring ¢iis honor, and all the voices of the villages dioigh His
praise. O, you stars of light, shine to His gldior, He is blessed beyond all earthly measure! Let o
grateful hearts in silence mean and muse His praise

The negative being removedge have had a positive actual experience of blessing, for God has
blessed us in Christ Jesus, and we know that naneare blessed than we are. We are now not at all
the men that we used to be as to our inward feeliBgme years ago, under the apprehension of divine
wrath, we were so unhappy and troubled, that wéddmd no rest, but now we are blessed in Chist s
greatly that we are at perfect peace, and ourtsmsidropped its anchor in the haven of content.j@ur
is usually as great as formerly our sorrow useoetoWe feared our sorrow would kill us; we sometime
think that our joy is more likely to do so, foriecomes so intense that at times we can scarcatyitbe
much less speak of it. As we could get no restrgef®o now, by faith, we feel as if we never Idsttt
rest, for we are so quiet of heart, so calm, sitesgtthat we sing, “My heart is fixed, O God; mgant is
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fixed!” Not because temporal circumstances areeqag we would wish them, but because we have
learned to leave off wishing, we are now more thatisfied. Getting God’s blessing upon everything,
we have learned to be content, and something mmargoy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We
used to fret before we knew Him, but His love hadesl that. We thought we could do things better
than God could, and we did not like His way of nging, but He has taught us to be like children,
pleased with whatever our Father provides, andefoer we joyfully declare, “My soul is even as a
weaned child; | have nothing to wish for. | wanthing but what my Father pleases to give me.” Hav-
ing God’s sweet love, we would not give a snagheffinger for all that princes call their treasweall

that great men reckon to be their honor. Unto us bdlieve, Christ is precious—both treasure and hon
or in one, in fact, Christ is all. It is a delighiticalm of mind which the believer enjoys when Heetls

in Christ. Humble faith puts the soul into the glian hand of the Redeemer, and leaves it therken t
restfulness of entire trust. Grace baptizes us ladgsedness. It plunges us into that sea of etieda
rest in which we hope forever to bathe our weanylssoyes, blessed be His name, the Lord Jesus has
made life worth living! It is no longer “somethirgptter not to be.” We must speak well of the caadit
into which He has introduced us, since we have knélis name. “Well, Jack, old fellow,” said one
who met a man who had lately joined the churcthéar you have given up all your pleasures.” “No,
no,” said Jack, “the fact lies the other way. | égust found all my pleasures, and | have only giup

my follies.” Every Christian man can confirm thaayvof putting it. We who have believed in Jesus
have lost no real pleasures, but we have gainedeimsely in that direction. If anything sinful was a
pleasure to us once, it is not so now; when weodisied it to be evil, it ceased to be pleasure,vead
thrust it away without regret. We have lost nothilygconversion that was worth the keeping, but what
we gained by coming to Christ has been an incoabévrecompense to us. Is it not so, brethren? Are
we not blessed in Christ?

Now, there are some of us who, if we were asketklfowhat blessings we have received from
Christ, would scarcely know where to begin, and nvive had once begun, we would never leave off
unless it were from sheer lack of time or strengitethren certain of us owe all that we have to the in-
fluence of the Lord Jesus. From our birth and childhood we were indebtedh® Lord Jesus Christ.
Some of us now present had the great happinegsitmg ©f godly parents, before we knew the meaning
of language, that softly sweet name of Jesus Chastsung in our ears. The kindness that we regeive
in our earliest days was very much of it due toritBeJesus,” of whom our mothers taught us to sing.
He found for us the first swaddling bands of logad watched over our first sleep. Ah! Those poor
children of the back streets—children who are #dim infamy and blasphemy, how sad their start in
life! But some of us had great advantages, whicfeweanted us of sovereign grace by His dear pierce
hand. We bless the Lord who saved our parents,tarajgh saving them, sent to our trembling infancy
a mine and a mint of blessing. In our opening ¢tolmd we began to understand for ourselves thedovin
influence of an affectionate and anxious mothed ten golden showers of grace fell on us from the
love of Jesus. We recollect, some of us, thoseshonrthe Sabbath, when mother would talk with us of
heavenly things, with tears in her eyes persualdergooy to give his heart to Jesus early, and ottt
his first days be spent in sin. We remember a argkprudent father, whose example and instruction a
went the same way. The comforts of our home—ang Were many—we owed them all to Jesus, for
His love made our parents what they were, and edeatholy, happy atmosphere around us. He might
have left our father to frequent the drunkard’sritaand might have suffered our mother to be what
many mothers are, unworthy of the name, and therclildhood would have been utter wretchedness,
and our home the nursery of vice. Education in erimght have been ours; we might have been tutored
for the gallows. Since that, we have had to shiftdurselves, and have left the parental roof, pidr
one, have been casting my thoughts back, to demiild remember any good thing that | have which |
do not owe to the Lord Jesus Christ. | do not kilbat | have anything that | cannot distinctly trace
Him and His influence. | have many Christian frisremost valuable friends | find them, but my asso-
ciation with them commenced in the house of God, tae friendship between us has been cemented by
common service yielded to our blessed Master. Mainyou would hardly have had a friend in the
world if it had not been that Jesus introduced totlis disciples, and they have been the bestddgen
you have ever had, or ever will have. You usedniovk certain fine fellows who called themselves your
friends, and as long as you had a shilling to byessself with, they stuck to you to have sixpentd.
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You know the style of their friendship, and you misw have serious doubts as to its value. Wetly th
left you when you became Christians, and their dapahas been a very gainful loss to you. Wheg the
cleared out altogether, you found that their rerhovas for your good, if not for their own. But tleos
friends you have made in Christ have been reallgfhleto you. They have deeply sympathized with
you, and as far as they could they have helped Maumy have been carried through sharp trials by the
help of Christian hands. But, whatew®u may have to say on the point, | am personallyl@ate over
head and ears, to my Savior. What is there—I reff@aguestion—that | do not owe to Jesus? | am
again and again thinking, and thinking, and thigkibut if anything which | call my own is worth hav
ing, | must trace it to Him. And are you not, dé@ends, many of you, compelled to say the same?
Among the best things you have are your Sabbathghby are His days—His resurrection days. Your
Bible, too, is a priceless treasure, but that is THestament—His legacy of love. The mercy seat is a
storehouse of wealth, but He is that mercy seat,Hia own blood is sprinkled on it. You have nothin
dear friend that you do not owe to Jesus, the toardf salvation. You are blessed in Him.

I might single out another class of persons, wamn quite another point of view, would be com-
pelled to say that they, also, have been blesséhiist. They started in another way, and were wgpon
road which led to death, bthey have been rescued. Some of you started life in the midst of an eyir
worldly family. There was kindness—parental kindjaa the home, but it was unwise. Abundance of
temporal enjoyment was always supplied, but theas avvery scanty recognition of anything like reli-
gion, and, indeed, no knowledge whatever of pelspiesy. It is little wonder that young persons,avh
are trained in a godless manner, and allowed teetp much as they like, should plunge into this sin
and into that. That some young men are saved eeia miracle, for their circumstances make their
ruin almost inevitable. | am addressing some ofQ@hyistian brethren, who remember what liberty to
sin was, and how they availed themselves of ityTibek large license to destroy themselves under th
pretence of seeing the world, and they were newstetit except when they were gratifying their pas-
sions, and obeying the commands of the devil. éir thalvation they have been blessed indeed.

But you also who have gone to no great extentpencsin, you also have been signally blessed in
Christ by gracious and unmistakable conversion. In receiving the Lord Jesus into your soul, what
change has been made! From what a bondage havbegmurescued! Into what a new life have you
been brought! What new scenes now open up befare\Wat new hopes, what new joys, what new
prospects, are all your own! Do | speak to some plbiaged into the very grossest sin, and yet cgn sa
“But we are washed, but we are sanctified"? Bleds=dur dear Master's name for grace to such indi-
viduals! Such indeed are blessed in Him. | know tham addressing those who had in their earliest
days the very worst examples; who have been branghthe house of God from the place where Sa-
tan’s seat is; who cannot, after years of godlingss out of their memory the recollection of thedb
depraved old times of their youth. In your salvatl®sus has worked a blessed deed. You could asink
others drank. You could fall into sins of uncleassas others did. Let us say very little aboutdtozen
evils. | do not like to hear men talk about thdd sins as if they were adventures; they are a sheam
a sorrow to all right-minded persons. We humblyt hinthem to the praise of the glory of His grdoe,
great grace it was in the case of some of us. Otthie day in which you first knew that dear nafied,
repentance melting your hard heart, felt hope gprmup in your formerly insensible spirit, began t
see that there was something nobler and betteveddr than merely to gratify sensual passionat th
you were an immortal spirit, and not meant to falike the swine, but were created to be a brotiier
the angels, and to be akin to God Himself—that wé&sppy day—a day written in heaven, and made
bright with the light of seven days! When Jesushgeal your nature, and forgave your sins, and made
you to be like Himself, you were indeed blesseHim.

| want you now to look back again. | ought nottite you, even if my talk should seem dull and
commonplace, because to recollect what God has gind to be grateful concerning it ought to be a
sweet pastime to each one of us. It is not onlytg,dut a recreation to be grateful. | do not kremy
emotion which can give greater joy than that ohitialness to the Most High. Dear friends, the Lord
has greatly blessed us in the name of Jastises of very special trouble. | may not be able to describe
your personal trial, but | will take one as a spea. Depression of spirits comes upon the man. He
scarcely knows how or why, but his soul melts beeaaf heaviness. There is, at the back of his sadne
probably, some real trial; this he is very apt tagmify, and make more of than need be, and alsa-to
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pect a dark and terrible calamity to come whicH nat come, but yet the foreboding is as reala &6

if the catastrophe had actually occurred. The plespondent creature cannot endure himself, butstimo
grows weary of life. Like the king of Israel, whad all that heart could wish—gardens, and palaces,
and singing men and singing women—who had all ffugenances, both of folly and of wisdom, to
make him happy, yet he cries, “Vanity of vanitiai;is vanity.” Nothing will cheer this child of gaf;

he is downcast and desolate. If you have ever gmoeigh that experience, it has been a very great d
light to you when you have got alone, and thoughyaur Lord Jesus, whose everlasting love cannot
cease towards you, whose fullness of grace carmekbausted, whose power and faithfulness will al-
ways stand you in good stead. If, by a sort of deslp resolve, you have cast yourself upon Him, to
sink or swim, to find everything in Him, or elsehave nothing, you have risen up a new man altegeth
er. You have felt, “I can face the adversary, | oaet the trial, for Jesus is mine.” Despair ofispias

fled when you have leaned hard on the Cross-beddnexe been one of the cave dwellers, and the dark
has shut me in, but Jesus has been my heaven Hetoay have a degree of heaviness about me, but
still I trust in the Lord, and | am not afraid, fibre name of Jesus has caused me to be strong.nYes,
shall be blessed in Him” by the strength which Heegin the hour of need. You remember the loss of
that dear little child. How blessed you were inu¥esthen He came and solaced you! You remember
your father’s death, or the loss of your husbamahe death of the dearest earthly friend. Yes) ihe
such times you knew how precious Christ could Inel, lrow blessed you were in Him! Some of you
have passed through the desert of poverty. You frageently been very hard pressed, but still, ¢iou
you cannot tell how, you have had just enough. ¥oai yet alive though death seemed certain. You
have been “blessed in Him,” and so you have sudvexery storm. Some of you have had little enough
of earthly comfort, and yet you have not been uplgaphave sometimes admired a dog for his econom-
ical use of comforts. When it has been a long,yrdey, the sun has just peeped out, and theredes b

a gleam of sunlight on the floor; | have seen hehgp and wag his tail, and shift his quarters stoa

lie down where the bit of sunshine was. It is & fihing to have just that state of mind—never t®ge
lenly into the shadow, but always cheerfully toggche square yard of sunshine, and make the ahost
it. There is something, after all, to be thankfut#something for which to praise the name of Goad A

if the Lord Jesus Christ had taught us nothing lelgdg¢hat—the practice of lying down wherever thisre

a trace of sunshine, and, better still, of alwagslihg sunshine in His dear name—I am sure we are
bound to say that we have been “blessed in Him.”

Well, every year will teach us more and more fllbw blessed we are in Jesus, and there will come
a day,the last of our earthly days, when we shall know on a higher scale how blessednen Him.
One of the most pleasant scenes that ever | gbe dying bed of a fine old Christian. | saw oné &u
few days ago, who, since | was at his bedsideghteyed into rest. It was very pleasant to tallkavaim
about what the Lord had done. He was ready to spedikof the dear name. There was much self-
depreciation, but much more honoring of Christ &stimony concerning support given in the hour of
affliction and succor in the time of need. Brothgyu think it will be hard to die? You may not fid
so. One, when he was dying, said, “Is this dying®W is worthwhile going through all the troublek
life, even for death’s own sake, if it is like thi®r | have such heavenly enjoyment as | neveidcou
have imagined.” Some of God’s saints are very resstlf anxious about dying. | knew one to whom it
was always a burden, and he went to bed one ragldthe never woke any more—thus answering his
own fears, for he did not even know when he passety, but died in his sleep. He was gone, gone,
gone to heaven without a pang. When you see howviees pass away to be with their Lord in glory,
you have a commentary upon the words of my text—iIdeall be blessed in Him.”

But do you see thenirheir spirits have ascended unto God, their Father. How full of bliss they are!
Disembodied they are, but they are not destroyadirpoor earthly frames are still in the grave; e
their liberated spirits supremely blessed, for they “forever with the Lord,” and they are blessed
Him. Wait you but a very little while, and the trpet shall ring out from the angel’'s mouth, “Awake,
you dead, and come to judgement,” and then shaillmeblessed in Him, if indeed “in Him.” When the
righteous, restored to their bodies, shall, inrtipeirfect manhood, behold Him face to face, andlidwe
with Him world without end, “men shall be blessadHim.”

I do not feel satisfied with the style of my speet this time, but we who speak the Word are by no
means masters of ourselves. | cannot rise to tighhef this great argument, and | do not thinkt tlifal
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were to try a hundred times, | could ever satisfigetf when speaking upon this most divine theme. My
Lord is the most blessed Master that ever a seihvahtand He has blessed me personally so unspeaka-
bly that, if | were to bear my witness with the goles of orators and angels by the space of a gentur
yet must | cease from the task, and humbly confés$ave not told you the half—nor can | tell you
even the tenth of how good my Well-beloved is ta”mhsuspect that you are most of you of my mind,
and say, “Neither can we tell either.” | sometinbel§ you the story of what happened to me when-1 de
clared, in a sermon, that, in the heaven of théefira | would sing the loudest of them all, becauis
owed more to the grace of God than anybody elsednt it not out of any sense of superiority, ladt r
ther of inferiority. One good old soul, when | cad@vn the pulpit stairs, remarked to me, “You have
made a great mistake in your sermon.” | answendd,doubt | made a dozen.” “No, but,” she said, “the
great mistake was this; you said that you owed rwf@od than anybody else, but you do not owe any-
thing like so much as | do. | have had more graoen fHim than you have. | have been a bigger sinner
than you ever were. | shall sing the loudest!” “WWedell,” | thought, “I will not quarrel with herit shall
make me the more glad to find myself outdone.”urf@ that all the Christians were much of the same
mind. Brethren, we will have it out when we getygnder. But you shall praise God, indeed, if you
praise Him more than | will and you must be dowut#étors to my Lord if you owe Him more than | do.
If you are more unworthy and more undeserving them, you mustndeed be unworthy and undeserv-
ing, and if His rich, free, sovereign grace hasilasdd itself more fully in you than it has in unviloy

me, it has indeed overflowed all its banks. We iedlve the loving contest for the present, but wdién
the birds of Paradise reach their nests aboveg stwall be a competition of adoring praise, andfalls

will do our best to bless the name of the Lord.

II. Our second head was to be a practical one; we cngove a few minutes to it. WE HAVE
SEEN OTHER MEN BLESSED IN CHRIST. Our observatiammfirms our experience. If this were the
proper time, | could narrate many instances—whicauld also confirm by producing the individuals—
in which men have been remarkably blessed in ChAfdiatsocial changes we have seen in those who
have believed in Him! They have not been the sasregnms; in many respects they are new. | have
known persons at whose houses | have visited—wel, could not have believed that the man who
lodged in the house, where he was first found,&@wker have risen to occupy a room in a housd at al
like that in which he came to reside. The room ol | conversed with him was a palace compared to
the dog-hole in which he once existed. There weakaage in his dwelling. There was a change in his
wife. You would hardly know the woman; she is sffedent from the wretched slut and slave who
called him “husband” with a sigh and a sneer. Sheere now, sitting with him, and they are as haggy
angels. | shall not point them out, but they arg@sd as any of you. We have known the case intwhic
from rags—absolute rags—the coming of Christ ihi® $oul has lifted a man into competence, and re-
spectability, and position. Godliness has a gawuaii—an honest, worthy gain for the life whichwo
is. It teaches men habits of thrift, and prudemece temperance, and delivers them from the thnalldo
of drunkenness, and other vices, by which the m@gor of poverty is occasioned. It is worth mention
ing even such blessings as these, as the poerdhildren know. They used to run away when Father
came in, for they were afraid of him, but now, @t of that, they are watching for the time when hi
work is done, to go toddling down the street to nuar father, for the luxury of being brought hoime
his arms. Our Lord Jesus Christ has blessed someam# some women at such a rate that the devil
himself would not have the impudence to say it weryea blessing. Liar as Satan is, he could noyden
that godliness has brought sunshine where therenwass; the blessing has been too distinct and mani-
fest for any to deny it.

What amoral change have we seen in some! They could not speak withouiath, but the habit of
profane swearing ended in a minute, and they haverrbeen tempted to it since. Rash, bad-tempered
men, who would break up the furniture of the howstheir passion, have become as gentle as lambs.
Such furies usually become quiet, peaceable, amgidaffering; grace has a marvelous influence upon
the temper. Men of hot passions, that used to giweord and a blow—but generally the blow first—
now watch themselves, and guard against theimmitf They take a little time to think before theyp
let fly a hard word or give a sharp look. The clatigat we have seen in some men has been as com-
plete as that which could have been worked byftidaed mill, into which the legend says that they p
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old men, turned the handle, and ground them yogagnaTruly a far greater renovation is worked in
mind and heart where Jesus comes. Men are “blé@ss¢ich.”

Then, as torental blessing. What have we seen? This have | seen; here igageeout of many. A
young man, who had fallen into sin, came to megepddespair of mind. He was so desponding that his
very face bore witness to his misery. He wore thigeat of one who could not live much longer as he
then was. | had tried to set the gospel clearlpteehim on the previous Sabbath, but he told mehba
could not grasp it, for that by his sin he had pelihis mind to such a state that he felt himselie
little better than an idiot. He was not speakingsense either, for there are vices which destreyrth
tellect. | told him that Jesus Christ could savets&—that even if his mind was in measure impaaed
the result of sin, yet there was quite enough nhéfidto be made glad with a sense of pardon, seeing
there was more than enough to make him heavy wgange of guilt. | cheered that brother as best |
could, but I could effect nothing by my own effor&oon the Lord Jesus Christ came to him, and he is
now a happy, earnest, joyful Christian. Not long &g sent an offering of thanksgiving to God fov-ha
ing lifted him up from the deeps into which he Halllen. | hope there is a long life of real usetds
before him.

We cannot mention one tenth of what we persorkalbw. Eternity will open a great book of record.
| call upon the spirits of the just made perfectvitness what the grace of God did for them; | calbn
parents here to tell the pleasing story of the eosion of their sons and daughters, and | call upose
who watch for their fellow men to say whether theywe not met with many cases in which men have
been blessed in Jesus, by being snatched from éetiie jaws of madness itself, by the sweet, cgmin
influence of the ever dear and blessed name oRedeemer. Yes, indeed and of a truth, men are, and
shall be blessed in Him.

The practical point is, brothers and sisters,esiwe want to do good, let us preach up our Lordsles
Christ as the sovereign balm for every sinner’s mgbuf you want to be philanthropists, be Chrissian
If you would bless your fellow men with the bestalif blessings, convey to them the knowledge of Je-
sus Christ. Do not believe that there is anythiag gan do for your children which will be more effe
tual than teaching them about Jesus. Do not thiakanything in the workshop can soften the vuigari
ties, silence the blasphemies, and end the pradarof your fellow workmen, like setting Jesus Ghri
before them. When the Moravian missionaries firshinto Greenland, they tried to tell the Greenlande
about the existence of a God, they spent some mamtiuch preliminary subjects before they came to
the gospel, but they never gained the attentidhepeople. Discourses upon such necessary subgcts
the Godhead, and the immortality of the soul, drellike were flavorless to the Greenlanders. It-hap
pened one day that one of the missionaries, tamgléhe gospel according to John, read out these
words, “God so loved the world, that He gave Hidychegotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” “Wisathat?” said the Greenlanders. “What is tha®& W
never heard the likes tifiat. Why have you not told us that before?” Nothindg baen done till the mis-
sionaries came to the gospel itself. Then theyhe@dthe Greenlander’'s heart—awakened his dormant
intellect, and led him to Jesus. Oh, let us keepvitin the subject of Christ crucified! Whatever thes
not in our shop window, let us always have Chrssthee chief article of our heavenly commerce. What-
ever there may lack of grace and beauty in ourdpesnd our outward appearance, may there be no
lack of Jesus Christ, set forth among the sonsef,rfor “men shall be blessed in Him,” and not with
out Him. Great schemes of socialism have been ametifound lacking; let us look to regeneration by
the Son of God, and we shall not look in vain. Najrhas come of newfangled preaching, from the firs
day till now; but never has the old faith of Jefaited. Men have been blessed in Jesus, and tradly sh
be blessed in Him as long as the race shall exist.

lll. Lastly, this whole matter is to extend till THE ENRE WORLD SHALL BE BLESSED IN
CHRIST. Even at this moment the whole world islteé&er for Christ. But where He is best known and
loved, there is He the greatest blessing. Whatkedtmany an island of the southern sea from barba-
rism and cannibalism? What, but Jesus Christ pegshemong them? Men have been blessed in Him in
Europe, America, Asia, and everywhere. Africa, atiter lands still plunged in barbarism, shall reeei
light from no other source but that from which dathers received it centuries ago—from the great Su
of righteousness.
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Men shall be blessed in Christ because where Heesmppression cannot live. You may tell me
that the governor of such an empire is a despaotyes) but despots cannot long flourish where tigere
an open Bible. Tyrannies may last a generatiorwor but all the world knows that their time is ghor
They will go down; they must go down where Chrsstifted up. That inspired Book is a testimony for
human liberty, louder than all others. It is a deation of the rights of men under King Jesus; désm
must fall before it sooner or later. We, in thisuotry, owe our liberties, beyond everything, to the
Christianity which is the outflow of a present Gitramong us. Slavery? What a plague it was upon the
fair hands of our sister nation across the Atldnfice spot is washed away, and it was true religion
which forced the washing. There would have beefrewing of the slaves from fetters if it had noebe
for the Christianity which, after long silence,last spoke out, and when it spoke, it was as whieamna
roars. The Christianity of England is always pleadfor the slave, for the aborigine, for the down-
trodden. Leave our politicians alone, and we st@tin have all the infamies alive again. Slaveryldiou
be tolerated, if not encouraged, if there were @otistian souls upon the watch. What saves us from
war at this moment? What influence is it that wafs contrary to war, and always cries for peace?
Why, it is the Christian element among us whichrtewanything better than bloodshed! Let the Chris-
tian element spread and it will be a power to blesskind. It shall, in proportion as it spreadst pu
down evil, and foster good. Already, many a monggus been ended, and many a liberty has been
gained. Much religious intolerance has been subbydtie power of Jesus Christ over His people,land
do pray, dear friends, that we may live to se@aiions more manifestly affected by the gospelesiid
Christ. May every nation be ruled by just and rgghts laws! May every nation be willing to submit ex
terior disputes to the arbitration of justice! litiMoe so one day. The nations shall be friends, @hmen
shall feel that they are members of one great farfiilo you unto others as you would that they sHoul
do to you,” is the sum of the moral teaching of diwine Lord, and if that is followed, it will brg
about a halcyon era, the likes of which the woréd Imever seen. If His Spirit will come and renew
men’s hearts, and teach them to love and to obeyéind their God, then shall all nations call the- R
deemer blessed, and from every corner of the whalth, the song shall go up, “Blessing, and honor,
and glory, and power, be unto Him that sits upaa tthrone, and unto the Lamb forever and ever!”
Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 72.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—72 (SONG 1), 343, 386.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON
The Preacher feels himself restored, and wouldkttnds friends for their prayers for his recoverye How en-
treats their intercession that he may, on his netbe clothed with new power from above. Errorsicwhare at
once ludicrous and horrible, are rising up amorugéhwho would be leaders of religious thought: thelsheed
divine strength to be faithful to the one and ogbspel of our Lord Jesus. Wisdom and power can coige
from the Lord of Hosts, who is wonderful in workingnd in answer to prayer He can supply all thateisded.
“Brethren, pray for us!”

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org

8 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 37






