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“But | certify you, brethren that the gospel whictvas preached of me is not after man.”
Galatians 1:11.

TO me it is a pitiful sight to see Paul defendimg$elf as an apostle, and doing this, not agairest t
gainsaying world, but against cold-hearted membéthe church. They said that he was not truly an
apostle, for he had not seen the Lord, and theyadta great many other things derogatory to hion. T
maintain his claim to the apostleship, he was dritcecommence his epistles with, “Paul, an apastle
Jesus Christ,” though his work was a self-evidenbpof his call. If, after God has blessed ushe t
conversion of many, some of these should raiseeatoun as to our call to the ministry, we may caunt
a fiery trial, but we shall not conclude that astye thing has happened to us. There is much roore r
to question our call to the ministry than to castoabt upon Paul’s apostleship. This indignityit ifs
put upon us, we can cheerfully bear for our Masteeke. We need not wonder, dear brethren, if our
ministry should be the subject of attack, becabsehas been the lot of those who have gone befre
and we should lack one great seal of our acceptatbeGod if we did not receive the unconscious
homage of enmity which is always paid to the faitlify the ungodly world. When the devil is not trou
bled by us, he does not troubles If his kingdom is not shaken, he will not careabus or our work,
but will let us enjoy inglorious ease. Be comfortgdthe experience of the apostle of the Gentliess
peculiarly our apostle, and we may regard his égpee as a type of what we may expect while we la-
bor among the Gentiles of our own day.

The treatment which has been given to eminentwiele they have lived has been prophetic of the
treatment of their reputations after death. Thi$ werld is unchangeable in antagonism to true g¥in
ples, whether their advocates are dead or livitngyTsaid more than eighteen hundred years agol,“Pau
what of him?” They still say so. It is not unust@hear dubious persons profess to differ fromajhes-
tle, and they even dare to say, “There, | do noeagvith Paul.” | remember the first time that ahed
this expression | looked at the individual withasshment. | was amazed that such a pigmy as he
should say this of the great apostle. Altogethertafsfom Paul’s inspiration, it seemed like a cleees
mite differing from a cherub, or a handful of chdi$cussing the verdict of the fire. The individwals
so utterly beneath observation that | could notrbatvel that his conceit should have been so outspo
kenly shameless. Notwithstanding this objectiorerewhen supported by learned critics, we still agre
with the inspired servant of God. It is our firmneaction that, to differ from Paul’s epistles is ddfer
from the Holy Spirit, and to differ from the Lorésus Christ, whose mind Paul has fully expressasl. |
remarkable that Paul's writings should be so asdalbut this warns us that when we have gone to our
reward, our names will not be free from aspersimar,our teaching from opposition. The noblest & th
departed are still slandered. Be not careful dsutoan judgment of yourself in death or in life, feinat
does it matter? Your real character no man camarfpuit yourself, and if you are enabled to keepryou
garments clean, all else is not worth a thought.

To come more closely to our text. We do not cltonbe able to use Paul’'s words exactly in the full
sense which he could throw into them, but thei@ sgnse in which, | trust, we can each one sayer“l
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tify you, brethren, that the gospel which was phealcof me is not after man.” We may not only say
this, but we ought to be able to say it with th@lodruthfulness. The form of expression goes as$ar
Paul was known to go towards an oath when he shgsrtify you, brethren.” He means, | assure you,
most certainly—I would have you to be certain efithat the gospel which was preached of me is not
after man.” On this point he would have all thetbren certified past all doubt.

From the context we are sure that he meant,dfratl, thathis gospel was not received by him from
men His reception of it in his own mind was not afteen. And next, he meant, ththe gospel itself
was not invented by meli | can hammer out these two statements, weth@hdraw practical conclu-
sions from them

|. First, TO US THE GOSPEL IS NOT AFTER MEN AS TO THUODE BY WHICH WE HAVE
RECEIVED IT. In a certain sense we received it froran as to the outward part of the reception, for
we were called by the grace of God through parentiience, or through a Sabbath school teacher, or
by the ministry of the Word, or by the reading oj@dlly book, or by other agency. But in Paul's case
none of these things were used. He was distinetligd by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself speaking to
him from heaven, and revealing Himself in His owght. It was necessary that Paul should not be in-
debted to Peter, or James, or John, even in thenwaigich many of us are indebted to instrumentalit
so that he might truly say, “I neither receivedfitman, neither was | taught it, but by the revelabf
Jesus Christ.” Yet we also can say this in anatkese. We also have received the gospel in a way be
yond the power of man to convey it to us; men bhbugto our ear, but the Lord Himself appliedat t
our heart. The best of the saints could not hawvedit it home to our hearts, so as to regenerate, c
vert, and sanctify us by it. There was a distirattad God the Holy Spirit by which the instrumential
was made effectual, and the truth was renderechtiperupon our souls.

So | note thahot one among us has received the gospel by lhthrivVe may be the children of
holy parents, but we are not therefore the childe@od. To us it is clear that “that which is bafthe
flesh is flesh,” and nothing more. Only “that whishborn of the Spirit is spirit.” Yet we hear oéngons
whose children do not need conversion. They ar&epof as being free from natural corruption, and
born children of God, having a grace within whictlyoneeds to be developed. | am sorry to say that m
father did not find me such a child. He found oalyein my life that | was born in sin, and shaped
iniquity, and that folly was bound up in my hedttiends and teachers soon perceived in me a natural
depravity, and assuredly | have found it in mys@i& sad discovery needed no minute researchhéor t
effect of the evil stared me in the face in my eleger. This tradition as to our being born withadyh
nature is gaining foothold in the professing chutblough contrary to Scripture, and even to thdesn
sions of faith which are still avowedly maintain€tertain preachers hardly dare formulate it as@ do
trine, but it is with them a kind of chaotic beligfat there may be productions of the flesh whiah a
very superior, and will serve well enough withdu hew birth of the Spirit. This tacit belief wilad
up to birthright membership, and that is fatal by &hristian community, wherever it comes to be the
rule. Without conversion, in certain fellowshipguyng people may drift into the church as a matter o
course, and the church becomes only a part of triywith the Christian name affixed to it. May we
never in our churches sink into that condition! fliledigion which is a mere family appendage isitliel
worth. The true seed are “born, not of blood, nothe will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, bof
God.” We have not received our faith by traditisani our parents, and yet some of us, if true faith
could be so received, would certainly have thugiwed it, for if we are not Hebrews of the Hebrews,
yet according to our family tree we are Puritanghef Puritans, descended throughout many genesation
of believers. Of this we make small account beféosl, though we are not ashamed of it before men.
We have no father in our spiritual life but the dddimself, and we have not received that life, heg t
gospel, by any carnal parentage, but of the Lavdal

Brethren, we have not received the gospel, navelmow receive itbecause of the teaching of any
man, or set of merDo you receive anything because Calvin taughlf i, you had need look to your
foundations. Do you believe a doctrine because Ydbsley preached it? If so, you have reason to mind
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what you are doing. God’s way, by which we areetceive the truth, is to receive it by the Holy &pir

It is helpful to me to know what such and such aister believed. The judgment of a holy, godlyacie
sighted, gifted divine is not to be despised; gatees to have due weight with us. He is as likelge
right as we are, and we should differ from a gracgght man with some hesitancy. But it is a vefy di
ferent thing to say, “I believe it on this good rigauthority.” In our raw state as young Christians
may not be injurious to receive the truth from pestand parents, and so on, but if we are to become
menin Christ Jesus, and teachers of others, we nuisthee childish habit of dependence on others, and
search for ourselves. We may now leave the egggandd of the pieces of shell as quickly as may b

It is our duty to search the Scriptures to see drethese things are so, and more, it is our wistibom
cry for grace to appropriate each truth, and leiell in our inmost nature. It is time that we slibbe
able to say, “This truth is now as personally myn@g if | had never heard it from lips of man.dewe

it because it has been written on my own hearhbyLbrd Himself. Its coming to me is not after nien.

There is an opinion current in certain circlest @ must not receive anything unless it is taught
you of men; the word “men” being swallowed up amdtlen away, but being there, after all, under the
term “the church.” The church is set up as the great authority. éf shs sanctioned it, you dare not
guestion it; if she decrees, it is yours to obeyt Bis is to receive a gospel “after man” withenge-
ance. And the process involved is a strange ona.nfiast trace a dogma as coming through a continu-
ous visible church, and this will lead you throutjle Cloaca Maximaof old Rome. Though truth is
manifestly clear and pure, and proves itself tah@gewater of life to you, yet you must not acceépbut
you must go yourself to the mudded stream whichlmatraced through the foul channel of a continu-
ous church, which for ages has apostatized. My biesthren, a doctrine’s being believed by what may
in courtesy be called “the church,” is no vouclarif, the most of us would almost regard it angea
guestion to be raised whether teaching can bewthieh has been vouched for by those great worldly
corporations which have usurped the name of charoh€hrist. Several sects claim apostolic succes-
sion, and if any possess it, the Baptists are tbst nikely, since they practice the ordinanceshesy t
were delivered, but we do not even care to tragepedigree through the long line of martyrs, and of
men abhorred by ecclesiastics. If we could dowlhiikout a break, the result would be of no valueun
eyes, for the rag of “apostolic succession” iswotth warehouse-room. Those who contend for the fic
tion may monopolize it if they will. We do not rece the revelation of God because it has been re-
ceived by a succession of fathers, monks, abbotspbashops. We are right glad when we perceive that
certain of them saw the truth of God, and taughtut that fact does not make it truth to us. Weuldo
each one say, “I certify you, brethren that, thepgb which was preached of me is not after man.” We
never think of quoting the community of men calléite church” as the ultimate authority with con-
science. “We have not so learned Christ.”

Furthermore, | hope | shall speak for all of yarenwhen | say thate have received the truth of
God personally by the revelation of it to our ovails by the Spirit of the Lord\lbeit that in so large a
company as this | fear there may be a Judas, antlLdnd, is it I?” may well be passed round withiyho
self-suspicion, yet we can all say, unless fearfdéceived, that we have received the truth whieh w
preach by the inward teaching of the Holy Spirgt us turn to our diaries, though the dates are faow
away in the long-ago. We remember when the ligbkéiin, and revealed our lost estate, and thus be-
gan the groundwork of our teaching. Ah, friendskeTdarker doctrines which make up the foil of the
priceless jewels of the gospel, do you not rememaden you received them with power? That | was
guilty, I believed, for | was so taught, but themdahere lknewin my soul that it was so. Oh, how |
knew it! Guilty before God, “condemned already,tdging under the present curse of a broken law, |
was sorely dismayed. | had heard the law of Godgired, and | had trembled as | heard it, but now |
felt an inward conviction of personal guilt of theost piercing character. | saw myself a sinner, and
what a sight is that! Fearfulness took hold upon amel shame and dread. Then | saw how true was the
doctrine of the sinfulness of sin, and what a pgumient it must involve. That doctrine | no longer re
ceived of men.
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The precious doctrine of peace through the precdmood of Jesus, we also know by inward person-
al teaching. We used to hear and sing of the @eaatifice, and of the love of Him who bore our sims
His own body on the tree, but now we stood at twe of the cross, for ourselves we beheld that dear
face, and gazed into the eyes so full of pity, sae the hands and feet that were fastened to tlod wo
for our sakes. Oh, when we saw the Lord Jesusuas$uarety, smarting for our offense, then we re-
ceived the truth of redemption and atonement irag thiat was “not after man”!

Yes, those gracious men who have gone to heawkprdach the gospel to us fully and earnestly,
and they labored to make known Christ to us, buetal the Son of God in us was beyond their pow-
er. They could as easily have created a world &e hede these truths vital to us. We say, thergfore
each one from his inmost soul, “I certify you, lrein, that the gospel which was preached of metis n
after man,” so far as the way by which we have ctreow and feel it within our own souls.

Since our first days we have experienced a graop@hing up of the gospel to our understanding,
but in all that process, our real progress has bé&od, and not of men. Brethren, you read comment
tors—that is to say, if your own comments are wiwaring, you read the books of godly men—that is
to say, if you yourselves ever say anything woetding, yet your spiritual learning, if it is traaed re-
al, is of the Lord’s imparting. Do we learn anytipinn the most emphatic sense of learning, unless w
are taught of the Lord? Is it not essential thatd @ee Spirit should lay home the truth which hasrbe
spoken to you even by the ablest instructor? Yo ltntinued to be students ever since you left Col
lege, but your Tutor has been the Holy Spirit. Byather method can our spirits learn the truth ol G
but by the teaching of the Spirit of God. We careree the shell and the outer form of theology, thet
real Word of the Lord itself comes by the Holy 8piwvho leads us into all truth.

How sweetly the Spirit has taughtinsmeditation!Have you not often been surprised and overcome
with delight as Holy Scripture has opened up, d@sdfgates of the golden city had been set backdor
to enter? | am sure that you did not then gather koowledge from men, because it was all fresh to
you as you sat alone with no book before you beiBile, and yourself receptive, scarcely thinking
matters, but drinking them in as the Lord brougjen to you. A few minutes’ silent openness of soul
before the Lord has brought us in more treasurgudh than hours of learned research. The truth is
something like those stalactite caverns and grsttdevhich we have heard, which you must enter and
see for yourself if you would really know their waers. If you should venture there without light or
guide, you would run great risks, but with blaztogch, and an instructed leader, your entranceli®f
interest. See! Your guide has taken you throughreow winding passage, where you have to creep, or
go on bended knees! At last he has brought yountota magnificent hall, and when the torches are
held aloft, the far-off roof sparkles and flashaskthe light as from countless jewels of every! Mmu
now behold nature’s architecture, and cathedrashanceforth toys to you. As you stand in that vast
pillared and jeweled palace, you feel how much gae to your guide, and to his flaming torch. Thus
the Holy Spirit leads us into all truth, and shiégit on the eternal and the mysterious. This Hesdo
certain cases very personally. Then He fills ushveibmplete forgetfulness of all our immediate sur-
roundings, and we commune only with the truth.n well understand how philosophers, while working
out an absorbing problem, have seemed lost, andals to all the world besides. Have you never fel
a holy absorption in the truth while the Spirit H#led you with its glorious vision? It has beem with
many of the saints while taught of God. They arelikely to give up to popular clamor what they bav
thus received.

How often has the Lord taught His servants His amth in the school of tribulationWe speak
well of meditation; it is as silver, but tribulatids as much fine gold. Tribulation not only wona-
tience, but patience brings experience, and in rexpee there is a deep and intimate knowledge @f th
things of God which comes by no other means. Dokymw what it is to be in such pain that you could
not bear one more turn of the screw, and have thamn, in faintness fallen back upon your pillowdan
felt that even then you could not be more happgssilyou were caught up to the third heaven? Then
has it been verified to some of us that we canlidihiags through Christ who strengthens us. Whjle
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ing in passive peace, it may be you have seenipt@@ come forth like a star between the clouda of
tempest, and it has shone with such luster astbelyLord God could have given to it. Depression of
spirit and torture of body have been forgotten,levthie bright promise has made your soul full ghti
There is a place in the far-back desert which yarumever forget. There grows a bush. A very unprom-
ising object is a bush, but it is sacred to you,tfeere the Lord revealed Himself to you and thehbu
burned with fire, but was not consumed. You wilveeunlearn the lesson of the burning bush. Do we
know any till the Holy Spirit burns it into us, amagraves it on our soul as with an iron pen, anld w
the point of a diamond? There are ways of learfongvhich we are very grateful, but the surest way
learning divine truth is by having the word of “eafied” so as to take living hold upon the souleith
we do not believe it only; we give our life toiitjives in us, and at the same time we live ugosuch
truth throbs in every pulse, for it lives in usdarolors our being. The devil insinuates questibas we

are not accountable for what he pleases to doywanchre the less, because he now whispers intafa de
ear. When once the soul itself has received thé,tand it has come to permeate the entire beieg, w
are not accessible to those doubts which beforegueus like poisoned arrows.

| may add, concerning many of the truths of Gaoul #he whole gospel system, that we have learned
the truth thereoin the field of sacrifice and service with our Lps that to us it is “not after man.” If
you do not believe in human depravity, accept agoate in this wicked London, and if you are trae t
your commission, you will doubt no more! If you dot believe in the necessity of the Holy Spirit to
regenerate, take charge over a cultured and pdlisbegregation, that will hear all your rhetoriada
will remain as worldly and as frivolous as it wasfdre. If you do not believe in the power of therat
ing blood, never go and see believers die, forwiiufind that they trust in nothing else. A dyir@hrist
is the last resort of the believer—

“When every earthly prop gives way,

He then is all my strength and stay.”
If you do not believe in the election of graceelwhere multitudes of men come under your notiod, a
persons most unlikely are called out from amongntie surprising ways and it will grow upon you.
Here comes one who says, “I have neither fathethempbrother, sister, nor friend, who ever enters
place of worship.” “How came you to believe?” “ldrd a word in the street, sir, quite by accideat th
brought me to tremble before God.” Here is the tedacof grace. Here comes another, dark in mind,
troubled in soul, and she is a member of a fanilpfahem members of your church, all happy and re
joicing in the Lord, and yet this poor creature mainlay hold upon Christ by faith. To your greay,jo
you set before her Christ in all His fullness ohgg, and she becomes the brightest of the whalke cir
for they never knew the darkness as she did, aaddhn never rejoice in the light as she delights. i
To find a greatly-loving saint you must find oneaviias had much forgiven. The woman that was a sin-
ner is the only one that will wash Christ’s feehefe is raw material in a Publican which you seldom
find in a Pharisee. A Pharisee may polish up im@uinary Christian, but somehow there is a charm-
ing touch about the pardoned sinner which is lagkmnthe other. There is an election of grace, ynd
cannot help noticing, as you go about, how celiv@ilrevers enter into the inner circle, while othkans
ger in the outer courts. The Lord is sovereign is ¢ifts, and does as He wills, and we are calbelolow
before His scepter within the church as well assgbortal. The longer | live the more sure | arattbal-
vation is all of grace, and that the Lord gived tirace according to His own will and purpose.

Once more, some of us have received the gospalibbemthe wonderful unction that has gone with
it at times to our sould hope that none of us will ever fall into theasm of following the guidance of
impressions made upon us by texts which happerontecprominently before our minds. You have
judgements, and you must not lay them aside toun#ed by impressions. But for all that, and at the
back of all that, there is not a man here thatlb@asn eventful, useful life, but must confess t&tain
of those acts of his life, upon which his wholettig has hinged, are connected with influences upon
his mind which were produced, as he believes, Ipesatural agency. A passage of Holy Writ, which
we have read a hundred times before, took us egpdind became the master of every thought. We
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steered by it as men trust the polestar, and wedfdbat our voyage was made easy thereby. Certain
texts are, to our memory, sweet as wafers madehwitiey, for we know what they once did for us, and
the recollection is refreshing. We have been ralvivem a fainting fit, nerved for a desperate dffor
fired for a sacrifice by a Scripture which becaneselanger a word in a book, but the very voice ofdGo
to our soul—even that voice of the Lord, whichu#f bf majesty. Have you not noticed how a turraof
word in a text has made it seem all the more fittedyou? It looked a very small point, but it wes-
sential to its effect, just as a small notch ireg knay be the exact form which makes it fit theklddow
much may hang on what seems, to the unspiritudde toothing more than a slight verbal distinction,

an unimportant turn of expression! A thought ofpary importance may turn upon the singular or plu-
ral of a word. If it is the Greek word itself, timaportance cannot be overestimated, but in an Emgli
word, in the translation, there may be well-nearaédorce according as the word is true to theinaly

The many, who can only read our marvelous EngligiieBcome to prize its words because the Lord
has blessed them to their souls. A simple Welgnéfribelieved that our Lord must have been a Welsh-
man, “because,” he said, “He always spdaksiein Welsh.” To me it has often seemed as if the Well
beloved of my soul had been born in my native gélahad gone to my school, and had passed through
all my personal experiences, for He knows me bditian | know myself. Although | know He was of
Bethlehem, and Judea, yet He seems like one ofdmgrat of Surrey. No, more; | see in Him more than
manhood could have made Him, | discern in Him airgatmore than that of man, for He enters the in-
most recesses of my soul, He reads me like an page, He comforts me as one brought up with me,
He dives into my deepest griefs, and attends nmeyitighest joys. | have secrets in my heart which o

ly He knows. Would God His secret were with me a@senis with Him up to the measure of my capaci-
ty! It is because of that wonderful power which tteed Jesus has over us through His sacred Wotd tha
we receive that Word from Him, and receive it ast“of man.”

What is unction, my brethren? | fear that no oae lkselp me by a definition. Who can define it? But
yet we know where it is, and we certainly feel whiris not. When that unction perfumes the Waord, i
is its own interpreter, it is its own apologistjdtit own confirmation and proof, to the regeneratind.
Then the Word of God deals with us as no word oh re@er did or could. We have not received it,
therefore, of men. Constantly receiving the diwNerd as we do, it comes to us with an energy ever
fresh and forcible. It comes to us especially vaitbanctifying power, which is the very best probit®
coming from the thrice-holy God. Philosophers’ worday teach us what holiness is, but God’s Word
makes us holy. We hear our brethren exhort usfoeato high degrees of grace, but God’s Word lifts
us up to them. The Word is not merely an instruneérgfood, but the Holy Spirit makes it an active en
ergy within the soul to purge the heart from smtlgat it can be said, “You are clean through thardV
which | have spoken unto you.” When thus cleanged,know that the Word is true. You are sure of it,
and you no longer need even the most powerful lmddkvidences.” You have the witness in yourself,
the evidence of things not seen, the seal of dteandy.

| have taken all this time upon how we receivedbspel, and therefore | must be brief upon a fur-
ther point.

[I. TO US THE TRUTH ITSELF IS NOT AFTER MEN. | desire &ssert this plainly. If any man
thinks that the gospel is only one of many religiolet him candidly compare the Scripture of Gothwi
other pretended revelations. Have you ever doné lsa?e made it a College exercise with our brethre
| have said—We will read a chapter of the KoranisTit the Muslim’s holy book. A man must have a
strange mind who should mistake that rubbish fer ulterances of inspiration. If he is at all faanili
with the Old and New Testaments, when he hearscamot from the Koran, he feels that he has met
with a foreign author; the God who gave us the &enth could have had no hand in many portions of
the Koran. One of the most modern pretenders fairgison is the Book of Mormon. | could not blame
you should you laugh outright while | read alougage from that conglomeration. Perhaps you know
the Protevangelion, and other apocryphal New Test@tnooks. It would be an insult to the judgement
of the least in the kingdom of heaven to suppoaelike could mistake the language of these forgeries
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for the language of the Holy Spirit. | have hadesal pretended revelations submitted to me by their
several authors, for we have more of the propladdic about than most people know of, but not one of
them has ever left on my mind the slightest suspi@f his sharing the inspiration of John, or Paul.
There is no mistaking the inspired Books if you dawy spiritual discernment. Once let the divigéatli
dawn in the soul, and you perceive a coloring amfashion in the product of inspiration which arg no
possible to mere men. Would one who doubts thisewrs a fifth Gospel? Would anyone among our
poets attempt to write a new Psalm, which couldniaken for a Psalm of David? | do not sde/he
could not, but | am sure he cannot. You can giveaws psalmody, for it is an instinct of the Chasti

life to sing the praises of God, but you cannotahdhe glory of divinely-inspired song. Therefore w
receive the Scripture, and consequently the goapéehot after man.”

You say, perhaps, “You are comparing books, angetting that your theme is the gospel.” But this
is only in appearance. | do not care to waste yimoe by asking you to compare the gospels of men.
There is not another gospel that | know of thav@sth the comparison for a single minute. “Oh, but,
they say, “There is a gospel that is much widentyaurs.” Yes, | know that it is much wider thannmj
but to what does it lead? They say that what iknamed Calvinism has a very narrow door. There is a
word in Scripture about a strait gate and a nam@y, and therefore | am not alarmed by the accusa-
tion. But then there are rich pastures when yoarasithin, and this renders it worth while to enteby
the strait gate. Certain other systems have vedg wbors, but they lead you into small privilegesd
those of a precarious tenure. | hear certain itigita which might run as follows—*Come you discon-
solate, but if you come, you will be disconsoldik, $or there will be noeternallife made sure to you,
and you must preserve your own souls, or perigdr aft.” But | shall not enter into any comparispns
for they are odious in this case.

The gospelpur gospel, is beyond the strain and reach of huthanght When men have exercised
themselves to the very highest in original conaasj they have never yet thought out the true doEpe
it is such a commonplace thing as the critics wdwtlde us believe, why did it not arise in the mioéls
the Egyptians or Chinese? Great minds often ruhersame grooves; why did not other great minds run
in the same grooves as those of Moses, or Isardbaw? | think it is a fair thing to say thatjtifs such
a commonplace form of teaching, it might have ariaenong the Persians or Hindus, or, surely, we
might have found something like it among the gteathers of Greece. Did any of these think out the
doctrine of free and sovereign grace? Did they ga¢she Incarnation and Sacrifice of the Son ad%Go
No, even with the aid of our inspired Book, no Manslto my knowledge, has taught a system of grace
in which God is glorified as to His justice, Hissgy and His sovereignty. That sect has graspedtairte
sort of predestination which it has defaced intadfate, but even with that to help them, anduhgy
of the Godhead as a powerful light to aid themy th@ve never thought out a plan of salvation sbtjus
God and so pacifying to the troubled consciencth@snethod of redemption by the substitution of our
Lord Jesus.

I will give you another proof, which, to my ming, conclusive that our gospel is not after men, and
it is this—thatit is immutable, and nothing that man produces banso calledIf man makes a gos-
pel—and he is very fond of doing it, like childremaking toys—what does he do? He is very pleased
with it for a few moments, and then he pulls ipteces, and makes it up in another way and thisrcon
ually. The religions of “modern thought” are as mp@able as the mists on the mountains. See how ofte
science has altered its very basis! Science isrioot® for being most scientific in destruction difthe
science that has gone before it. | have sometimiigged myself, in leisure moments, in reading an-
cient natural history, and nothing can be more comvet this is by no means an abstruse science. In
twenty years’ time, some of us may probably findagramusement in the serious scientific teaching of
the present hour, even as we do now in the systértige last century. It may happen that, in adittl
time, the doctrine of evolution will be the stanglijest of schoolboys. The same is true of the nmroder
divinity which bows its knee in blind idolatry obscalled science. Now we say, and do so with all ou
heart, that the gospel which we preached fortys/ago, we will still preach in forty years’ timevife
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are alive. And, what is more, that the gospel wmes taught of our Lord and His apostles is theg onl
gospel now on the face of the earth. Ecclesiabtie® altered the gospel, and if it had not bee@af it
would have been stifled by falsehood long ago,daaause the Lord has made it, it abides foreves: Ev
rything human is before long moon-struck, so thathifts with every phase of the lunar orb, but the
Word of the Lord is not after men, for it is thersayesterday, today, and forever.

It cannot be after men, again, becaitiseso opposed to human pridether systems flatter men, but
this speaks the truth. Hear the dreamers of today the dignity of human nature! How sublime is
man! But point me to a single syllable in which ¥herd of God sets itself to the extolling of mam O
the contrary, it lays him in the very dust, ande@&e¢ his condemnation. Where is boasting thers?dki
cluded; the door is shut in its face. The selfjilcation of human nature is foreign to Scriptunehich
has for its grand object the glory of God. Godvsrgthing in the gospel which | preach, and | badie
that He is all in all in your ministry also. Theegea gospel, in which the work and the glory arad#d
between God and man, and salvation is not altogethgrace, but in our gospel “salvation is of the
Lord.” Man never could nor would have invented alevised a gospel which would lay him low and
secure to the Lord God all the honor and praisés $&ems to me to be clear beyond all question, and
hence our gospel is not after men.

Again, it is not after men, becauseloes not give sin any quartdrhave heard that an Englishman
has professed himself a Muslim because he is clthlimehe polygamy which the Arabian prophet al-
lows his followers. No doubt the prospect of fouves would win converts who would not be attracted
by spiritual considerations. If you preach a gospleich makes allowances for human nature, andstreat
sin as if it were a mistake rather than a crimey wall find willing hearers. If you can provide atis-
tion at small cost, and can ease conscience lifteadelf-denial, it will not be a wonder if yougligion
becomes fashionable. But our gospel declares lieatvaiges of sin is death, and that we can only have
eternal life as the gift of God, and that this gifivays brings with it sorrow for sin, a hatred s it,
and an avoidance of it. Our gospel tells a manhkanust be born again, and that without the nethl bi
he will be lost eternally, while with it he will ¢din everlasting salvation. Our gospel offers nouse or
cloak for sin, but condemns it utterly. It presemtéspardon except through the great Atonement,itand
will give that man no security who tries to harlaory sin in his bosom. Christ died for sin, and wesm
die to sin, or die eternally. If we preach the gddpithfully, we must preach the law. You cannaityf
preach salvation by Christ without setting Sinaihat back of the picture and Calvary in the frovién
must be made to feel the evil of sin before thely pvize the great Sacrifice which is the head &odt
of our gospel. This is not to the taste of thisny other age, and therefore | am sure man dichrent
it.

We know that the gospel of our Lord Jesus Chsisiot of men, becauseir gospel is so suitable for
the poor and illiterateThe poor, according to the usual fashion of naea,overlooked. Parliament has
enclosed all the commons, so that a poor man cadwmeqt a goose; | doubt not that, if it were likady
be effectual, we should soon hear of a bill fotrthsiting freeholds of the stars among certain kskgs.

It is evident that a fine property in the celestadions is, at the present time, unregisterednad our
courts. Well, they may sooner enclose and assigrsaim, moon, and stars than the gospel of our Lord
Jesus. This is the poor man’s common. “The pooe hlag gospel preached to them.” Yet there are not a
few nowadays who despise a gospel which the conprople can hear and understand, and we may be
sure that a plain gospel never came from themthieir taste does not lie in that direction. Theyntva
something abstruse, or, as they say, “thoughtidd”we not hear this sort of remark, “We are anlinte
lectual people, and need a cultured ministry. Thesmngelistic preachers are all very well for papul
assemblies, but we have always been select, andtredhat preaching which is abreast of the times™?
Yes, yes, and their man will be one who will natgeh the gospel unless it is in a clouded manoer, f

if he does declare the gospel of Jesus, the pdbbevisure to intrude themselves, and shock myslord
and ladies. Brethren, our gospel does not knowhamytabout high and low, rich and poor, black and
white, cultured and uncultured. If it makes anyfetiénce, it prefers the poor and down-trodden. The
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great Founder of it says, “I thank You, O Fatherd.of heaven and earth, because You have hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and have revehieah unto babes.” We praise God that He has cho-
sen the base things, and things that are despikedr it boasted of a man’s ministry, althougbradu-

ally diminishes the congregation, that it is doangreat work among “thoughtful young men.” | cosfes
that | am not a believer in the existence of thseightful young men; those who mistake themselves
for such | have generally found to be rather caedeihan thoughtful. Young men are all very wetida

so are young women, and old women also, but | amhtsepreach the gospel to every creature, and |
cannot limit myself to thoughtful young men. | d¢grtto you that the gospel which | have preached is
not after men, for it knows nothing of selectiordaxclusiveness, but it values the soul of a sveeep
dustman at the same price as that of the Lord Maydrer Majesty.

Lastly, we are sure that the gospel we have pezhishnot after men, becausen do not take to.it
It is opposed even to this day. If anything is Habéterly, it is the out-and-out gospel of the ggaof
God, especially if that hateful word, “sovereigntg’mentioned with it. Dare to say, “He will havem
cy on whom He will have mercy, and He will have gassion on whom He will have compassion,”
and furious critics will revile you without stinThe modern religionist not only hates the doctrirfe
sovereign grace, but he raves and rages at theaneoitit. He would sooner hear you blaspheme than
preach election by the Father, atonement by the @oregeneration by the Spirit. If you want to see
man worked up till the Satanic is clearly uppermtettsome of the new divines hear you preachex fre
grace sermon. A gospel which is after men will bdoemed by men, but it needs a divine operation
upon the heart and mind to make a man willing teeee into his inmost soul this distasteful gospiel
the grace of God.

My dear brethren, do not try to make it tastetucarnal minds. Hide not the offense of the cross,
lest you make it of none effect. The angles ande&arof the gospel are its strength; to pare thiéns o
to deprive it of power. Toning down is not the e&se of strength, but the death of it. Why, eveargm
the sects, you must have noticed that their diatstang points are the horns of their power, ane@nvh
these are practically omitted, the sect is effetarn, then, that if you take Christ out of Chasity,
Christianity is dead. If you remove grace out @ ospel, the gospel is gone. If the people ddiket
the doctrine of grace, give them all the more ofWhenever its enemies rail at a certain kind af,qu
wise military power will provide more of such aily. A great general going in before his king,nstu
bled over his own sword. “I see,” said the kingptly sword in is the way.” The warrior answered,
“Your Majesty’s enemies have often felt the sankhat our gospel offends the King’'s enemies is no
regret to us.

Dear friends, if it is so that we have not recditlee gospel from man, but from Gadel, us continue
to receive the truth by the divinely-appointed atelrof faith Are you sure that you ever will to the full
understandhe truth of God? With most of us the understandsniike a narrow rear gate to the city of
Mansoul, and the great things of God cannot beus@own as to be brought in by that entrance. The
door is not wide enough. But our city has a gredé galled faith, through which even the infiniteda
eternal may be admitted. Give over the hopelesstedf dragging into the mind by efforts of reason
that which can so readily dwell in you by the H8pirit through faith. We that speak against rationa
ism are ourselves apt to reason too much, and therathing so unreasonable as to hope to rechee t
things of God by reasoning them out. Let us beliéen upon the divine testimony, and when they try
us, and even when they seem to grate upon thebddéres of humanity, let us receive them none the
less for that. We are not to be judges of what &aaith ought to be; we are to accept it as thel lker
veals it.

Next, let us, each one, expect opposition if he recdivedruth from the Lordand especially oppo-
sition from one person who is both near and de&ine—namely, himself. There is a certain “old man”
who is yet alive, and he is no lover of the trdttht, on the contrary, he is a partisan of falsehbbeard
a gracious policeman say that, when he stood ifalba Square, and fellows of the baser sort kicked
him and the other police, he felt a bone of therakth stirring within him. Ah, we have felt that leon
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too often! The carnal nature opposes the truthitisrnot reconciled to God, neither, indeed, banlLet
us pray the Lord to conquer our pride, that théhtrnay dominate us, despite our evil hearts. Athéo
outside world opposing, we are not at all alarmgdhat fact, for it is exactly what we were taugit
expect. We are now unmoved by opposition. The aaptiaa ship minds not if a little spray breaks ove
him.

Remember that, if you did not receive the truthepkt¢hrough the power of the Spirit of God, you
cannot expect others to do.Sdhey will not believe your report unless the ahthe Lord is revealed to
them. But then, if faith is the Holy Spirit's worlye need not fear that men can destroy it. Those wh
attempt to change our belief may well be a littldidus as to their success in the task they haderun
taken. If faith is a divine work within our soulse may defy all sophistries, flatteries, temptasioand
threats. We shall be divinely obstinate; those wiowld pervert us will have to give us up. Possibly
they will call us bigots, or hard-shells, or evdiots, but this also signifies little if our nama® written
in heaven.

Let us also conclude from our subject tlidhese things come to us from God, we can saésly
our all upon themlf they came to us of men, they would probabiyda in a crisis. Did you ever trust
men, and not rue the day before the sun was dowah9d ever rely on an arm of flesh without discov-
ering that the best of men are men at the best? Bhese things come of God, they are eternalahd
sufficient. We can both live and die upon the eastrhg gospel. Let us deal more and more with God
and with Him only. If we have obtained light fromini there is more of blessing to be had. Let usogo
that same Teacher, that we may learn more of thp thengs of God. Let us bravely believe in the-suc
cess of the gospel which we have received. We \eireit; let us believe foit. We will not despair
though the whole visible church should apostati¥&en invaders had surrounded Rome, and all the
country lay at their mercy, a piece of land wabécsold, and a Roman bought it at a fair value. 8rire
emy was there, but he would not be dislodged. Tieeng might destroy the Roman State. Let him try
it! Be you of the same mind. The God of Jacob is Refuge, and none can stand against His eternal
power and Godhead. The everlasting gospel is aundraand with Jehovah to maintain it, our standard
never shall be lowered. In the power of the HolyiSfruth is invincible. Come on, you hosts of hel
and armies of the aliens! Let craft and criticisatjonalism and priestcraft do their best! The Wofd
the Lord endures forever—even that Word which leygbspel is preached unto men.
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