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“I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, yo Savior:
| gave Egypt for your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba fyou.”
Isaiah 43:3.

IN this chapter the Lord comforts His people. By Hiivine foresight He perceives that there are
great and varied trials a little way ahead andefoge He prepares them for the ordeal. They agoto
through rushing waters and flaming fires and Helkirbids them not to be afraid. How often in God’s
word do we read those tender, gracious words, “Reti? Should not the trembling ones listen to the
voice of their God and obey it when He says to théaar not™? It is not right for you who fear Goul
fear anything else. Once brought to know the Lerdat can harm you? Abiding under the shadow of
the Almighty, what danger need you dread? No, rathe of good comfort and press forward with
peaceful confidence though floods and flames ayait

To encourage His people to rise superior to tiegirs, the gracious God goes on to issue matchless
promises; “When you pass through the waters, | béllwith you and through the rivers, they shall not
overflow you.” present good; “I will be with youAbsent danger; “they shall not overflow you.” God
stays His people’s hearts by His own promisesrapgrtion to their faith those promises lift theim uf
you do not believe the promise, you shall not lal#ished by it. But if, with childlike confidencgou
accept every word of God as true, then His wordl sleato you the joy of your heart and the delight
your spirit; and you shall be a stranger to fear.

The Lord proceeds, after giving those promisesetdbefore them what He Himself is and what He
has done for them and what they are to Him. H@éaking, of course, to Israel; and He says of Israe
His chosen nation; “I gave Egypt for your ransorthi@pia and Seba for you.” What cause for fear now
remains? All believers are of the true Israel. Alara was the father of the faithful. The faithful,tbe
believing, are, therefore, Abraham’s seed accortbrihe promise. The seed was not after the fielske,
would the children of Ishmael have been the hdith@ covenant. But the true seed was born accgrdin
to promise and in the power of God, for Isaac was livhen his parents were old, by faith in the powe
of God. Isaac was not the child of the flesh, beitwas born according to promise, so that we who are
not born of the flesh, nor of the will of man, kaft God, by His Spirit and according to the divine
promise, are the true children of Abraham. We hesspiritual Israel.

Though after the flesh Abraham is ignorant ofarg] Sarah acknowledge us not, yet we are the true
seed of him who was the father of believers. Ttezdl Israel was the type of those chosen and &avor
ones who by faith are born-again according to psemio these heirs according to promise the Lord
says, “l gave Egypt for your ransom, Ethiopia aretb&for you.” | am sure | shall not be straining th
passage if | now apply it wholly to the chosen @fdGBut if any of you feel staggered at my usehet t
term, | would remind you that the chosen of Godraesle known by their believing in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Faith is the sure evidence of electiontigrefore, you are a believer in Christ, you ar¢he
true Israel. “Whoever believes that Jesus is thesCis born of God.” And being born of God, yowear
of the family of His love; you are heirs of Godinpheirs with Jesus Christ. If you are not belisvia
Him, what can | preach to you that can comfort ydh@ unbelieving, living and dying such, have no
portion in the covenant of grace. If you believe, you must perish. The promise is given to obedien
faith only; “He that believes and is baptized shallsaved; but he that believes not shall be darhifed
this day you become believers, you have, in thi#t,feghe token and mark of the divine choice and yo
assuredly belong to the Israel of God! Every hebvblessing which God promises to Israel belongs to
you who are in Christ Jesus and so are in unioh thg promised seed.
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Coming to our text, | shall ask you, first,listen to the Lord’s declaration of His own nanieam
Jehovah your God, the Holy One of Israel, your &aViwhen you have carefully listened to that
solemn name and learned something from it, thenlllask you tonote the Lord’s estimate of His
people What does He think of them? What price does Heupen them? “I gave Egypt for your
ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for you.” When we havedsced a while at this, we shall briefignsider
the outcome of this very wonderful statement of’&wedlue of His peopleThey are precious in His
sight, and He loves them, and therefore He wilhivld no good thing from them.

|. First, | pray you, LISTEN TO THE LORD’S DECLARATIONDF HIS OWN NAME. May the
Holy Spirit open our ears to hear to profit! He sa{f am Jehovah your God, the Holy One of Israel,
your Savior.” He gives His name thus at large stidguish Himself from the false gods. Other things
there were, which men called gods and these hagés)ahough, indeed, they had no being, but were the
creatures of man’s imagination and fear. God, ithad God, the Creator of the heavens and the garth
sets forth His own name and title that there maydenistake as to who He is. “I am the LORD,” He
says, “and My glory will | not give to another, tier My praise to engraved images.” He also seth fo
His name at large, for the comfort of His peopteit Inot written, “They that know Your name welltpu
their trust in You™ There is something in everyngaof God which may breed faith in our souls.
Whether we know Him as Jehovah, Elohim, Shaddali,ood, or by whatever other name He has been
pleased to manifest Himself, that title becomes dheund of our confidence and is the means of
fostering faith in His people’s minds, when theyrmsoto understand its meaning. To a trembling people
the Lord enlarges on His wonderful names. | think &lso does it to excite our wonder and our
gratitude. He that loves us so much is Jehovahthde can create and destroy; He that is the self-
existent God! He, even He, has set His heart upsrpebple and loves them and counts them precious
in His sight! It is a marvelous thing! The more dahaks of it, the more shall we be overwhelmedhwit
astonishment that He who is everything should losevho are less than nothing! It is the Holy One
who has deigned to choose and to love unholy meah;t@ look upon them in divine grace; and save
them from their sins. That you may bow low in layigratitude, God lets you see who He is. That you
may see how great a stoop of condescension He &ds when He loves His unworthy people and takes
them into union with Himself, you are made to sew lgreat and glorious is the divine name.

Let us devoutly think of each of these names seéplyr First, the Lord speaks of Himself as
“Jehovah, your Gatll need not tell you that where you see LORD apitals, it should be Jehovah.

Jehovah; “the God of the whole earth shall He &ked.” His kingdom rules over all; there is
universality But He calls Himself, “Your God”; there g&pecialty The goodness of God surrounds all
the creatures He has made, but there is a lovehwhipeculiar to His own. To all the nations of the
earth He was the one only LORD and God, but yes&ié of Israel, “You only have | known, of all the
families of the earth.” Limit not the benevolendeGod but, at the same time, do not deny the sfigcia
of His love to His people. Wide is the circumfereraf mercy, but the chosen dwell in the innermost
center of His love. Thus, the one ever-gloriouso¥ah, while He is God unto the ends of the easgth, i
Israel’s God in a sense in which He is not the @GbAssyria, or Persia, or Egypt, or Ethiopia. Hes ha
made Himself over to His own chosen people, sayingill be their God.”

Jehovah, the glorious | AM, signifies self-existenHe borrows nothing from others. Indeed, in a
sense, there are no others apart from Him sinckvallby His permit and power. He is as complete
without His creatures as with them. When there werdeavens, no earth, no twinkling star nor flying
seraph, He was as truly God and as complete withimself as He is now that He has made
innumerable creatures. Yet, though He is thus uflesent, self-sufficient and self-existent, Hallst
deigns to link Himself with our nothingness and ¢éimself, “Jehovah, your God.” The Self-existent
gives His people existence and they exist that g bless them and magnify the glory of His own
existence in them! The Lord lives and we live intHand by Him. In Jesus we hear God saying to us,
“Because | live, you shall live, also.” Oh, blessgdon to God in Christ Jesus by which we are sedpl
with every good from the self-existent fountairlitéd and being!

Jehovah, again, is a name which means immutaldiligM THAT | AM” was His name to Moses.
God always is in the present. To Him there is n&t pafuture—

“He fills His own eternal NOW,
And sees our ages past.”
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This unchanging One here declares Himself to bé&sibek of beings who are but of yesterday and full of
change. Yes, great Lord, You were my God when firgtpulse began to beat. You did care for me
when | lay upon my mother’'s lap. You have watchegrome when, in youthful days, | foolishly
wandered. You have called me back and taught nteytmy finger in the print of my Savior's wounds
and say, “My Lord, and my God.” Yes, Jehovah hasnbeur God; “The same yesterday, today and
forever.” He never changes nor ceases as to Hesttmus. He cannot love us more; He will not loge u
less. Without “variableness or shadow of turning”Jehovah in His relation to those whom He has
called into His favor.

Furthermore, Jehovah means sovereignty. “Jehaighg, let the people tremble.” His is a name of
lofty royalty, for, “Jehovah is a great God andraaj King above all gods.” He exercises the absolut
prerogative and “does according to His will in #weny of heaven and among the inhabitants of the
earth.” He gives no account of His matters. Aspbter, He disposes of the clay at His own pleasure
Yet, stooping from His boundless sovereignty amedom, our Lord binds Himself to His own people
by bonds of covenant pledge and promise. He sawsn“Jehovah, your God.” He is our God, ready to
hear our prayers, prompt to help our needs, heldlisyown oath and promise to be the guardian and
helper of His people. | do not know how to admarough these words of title, so glorious and so
gracious; so high above us and yet so near toJ&1OVAH, your God!” Here is matter of thought and
motive for love.

Now comes a second combination of titleEhé Holy One of Israel, your Savibdit may not have
struck you before, but what a New Testament contioinahis is; “The Holy One, your Savior”! It
reminds us of the words; “Just, and the justifiehion that believes.” Here we have one so holyoalset
separate from sinners and yet the Savior of sihfididy, Holy, Holy,” is the ascription which is gily
due to Him and yet He passes by iniquity, transgoesand sin. “The Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

It is a commingling of attributes which only theoss can explain. Herein is a world of comfort! God’
holiness appears to look dark and black upon aesirsut when he believes in Jesus this attribute of
holiness smiles upon him! Is God holy? Then He mélVer break His promise! If He declares men to be
justified through faith in Christ, then depend upgrthey are justified! He will not run back frothe
compact of His grace. Having exacted at the hanauofgreat Surety that which vindicates His justice
He makes that justice the guarantee that He withonoe be angry with His people. There is a substiant
truth in those lines of our hymn—

“Payment God cannot twice demand,

First at my bleeding Surety’s hand,

And then again at mine.”
We can now appeal to the holiness of God and expathaving accepted a sacrifice on our behalf, He
will graciously pass by our sins. His holiness fdgbthat He should declare the death of His Only-
Begotten to be a failure by punishing those for mhi#esus was an accepted sacrifice. The Lord has
made to meet on His beloved Son the iniquity oallishow, then, shall it be laid at our door? “HesH
own self bore our sins in His own body on the treeid to what end did He bear them if we, alsoll sha
endure their penalty? If by faith the substitutminChrist is made ours; and God declares that $bis
then how shall we be condemned who have acceptedddrifice? Am | not forgiven if | have died in
Christ and am raised in Him to newness of life? Vhegy holiness of God makes us rejoice, for it is
enlisted on our side and assures us of salvatiehgbtful title! “The Holy One of Israel, your Sai.”

No doctrine has more often filled my mind with aatoon than this; that God is as holy in the pardon
of sin as He is in the punishment of it; that if kd sent the whole race of guilty men to hell wéild
not have been more just than He is now in the paafahose who, by faith, are in Christ Jesus and
who, in Him, were made to die unto sin. “The Holgelof Israel, your Savior.” The holiness of divine
grace makes salvation 10,000 times more precioars thit had been an arbitrary act of the divine
sovereignty. Had it been possible for God to sateathe claims of His justice and simply to forgive
without making satisfaction to His law, we shoulavé felt our standing to be questionable. Unjustly
saved! Poor position for one who has a conscieBaelinstead of that, the Lord is supremely just and
not even to be gracious will He abdicate the judgntierone. His justice shines out as clear andhbrig
as the fair light of His mercy. When | behold then®f God at Calvary, what do | see? Which is most
conspicuous, at the cross; justice or grace? Tiubge grace in the gift of Jesus, but | see aslpla
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justice that made Jehovah bruise His Son and putthigrief! It is a blessing to feel that our sdiva
rests upon the rock of divine holiness, quite aslglas upon the basis of divine love. Treasur¢éhoge
names, “The Holy One of Israel, your Savior.”

Since “The Holy One of Israel” is our Savior, we @onfident that He will save us from all sin! He
has saved us from the penalty and the defilemesinpHe will also save us from the disease of that
is to say, our tendency to evil. “They shall cals Hame Jesus: for He shall save His people fram th
sins.” The Lord will save believers from all inciition to evil. We shall be saved not only from sins
committed, but from indwelling sin, from originahs from the corrupt tendencies of our nature. “The
Holy One of Israel, your Savior,” will save us untie become holy as God is holy; or, as our Lord
Jesus worded it; “Perfect, even as your Fatherlwtgdn heaven is perfect.” My brothers and sisters
aspire to this salvation! Let this blessed nam&aod, “the Holy One of Israel, your Savior,” encayga
you to believe that you shall yet be without sotwrinkle, or any evil thing. Into heaven therakin
no way enter anything that defiles and you shajple as God Himself—

“O glorious hour! O blest abode!
| shall be near and like my God;
And flesh and sin no more control
The sacred pleasures of my soul.”

| beg you to reflect upon the fact that the glosd.ord; who here styles Himself, “Jehovah, your
God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior,” the Goeaof all things and their Preserver; is come very
near to you. In the next verse He says, “Sincewere precious in My sight you have been honorable,
and | have loved you.” Mark, “I have loved you.”i# not enough that He thinks kindly and deals
tenderly; He loves! He loves! This is an exceediragvel.

You know, dear fathers, what it is to love youidten. You know, dear women, what it is to love
your husbands. These loves are faint shadows dbtieeof God to His chosen! Sweet is the love which
unites us to each other, but it is wonderful thad@®limself should say, “I have loved you.” It makes
my heart beat quick to think that | am the objdcle&hovah’s love!

Remember, also, that this Holy Lord is working mpmu still, that you may reflect His glory. He
says in the seventh verse, “I have created hinMipglory, | have formed him; yes, | have made him.”
He has begun our new creation. He is carrying iaod He is completing it. There is a new character
forming in believers by God’s own hand; a charaatkich will be the image of the Lord Jesus! We are
the handiwork of God, His higher creation, the picidof His eternal power. No, we are more; it is
written, “Of His own will He begat us with the wodd truth, that we should be a kind of first fruas
His creatures.” We are begotten again unto a lihelye and the life will never die, neither will thepe
be frustrated, for the Lord has fixed His strongotees to perfect His work in us. What does Heiray
the 13" verse? “There is none that can deliver out of Mpd | will work, and who shall reverse it?”
Jehovah is fashioning us in the image of His Sad,&ho shall hinder Him? Who shall stand in God’s
way? If | am a believer, despite depravities ofumat temptations from the world, and assaults from
Satan, | must be,dhall be perfectly transformed into the image of thed_desus, and in me shall the
promise of verse 21 be absolutely fulfilled; “Tipsople have | formed for Myself; they shall showttio
My praise.”

Il. Secondly, LET US NOTE THE LORD’S ESTIMATE OF HIS BBLE. Whatevewe may think
of the Israel of God, the Lord thinks more of iathwords can express. He says, “| gave Egypt far yo
ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for you.” Let us turn giver in our minds. When the Lord chose a natoon t
be the depository of His sacred oracles, He mightlselected Egypt if He had willed to do so. Egypt
was in the known world the oldest nation. It wasnyowith antiquity. Egypt contained the wisest and
most civilized people of early times. Its very rasiiare the wonder of the ages. Its records show an
extraordinary progress in literature, architectarsl the arts and sciences. Egypt was also the most
powerful of empires in the olden times. Before lla@ners of Assyria, Babylon and Medo-Persia came
to the front, the dragon of Egypt was a mighty gnsiet the Lord did not choose the sons of Ham, bu
passed by Egypt, Ethiopia and Seba. The Lord ctimseeed of Abraham and the family of Jacob; He
multiplied them and instructed them; and made therbe His own peculiar people. In this sense He
could say, “I gave Egypt for your ransom, Ethioprna Seba for you.”

In the course of history the claims of various rdoes came into collision with those of Israel.
Especially Egypt proudly oppressed Israel. What@atl do? Did He hesitate as to which of the two
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peoples should be preserved? No. The Lord brougihiscael and turned His artillery upon Egypt. That
His people might be free, He hurled plagues upoar&ih until at last He killed all the first-born of
Egypt, the chief of all their strength. In this wile gave Egypt for the ransom of His people. He
brought Israel forth and when the proud Egyptiamsped them and overtook them by the Red Sea, the
Lord destroyed the chariot and the horse; the antd/the power; and again gave Egypt as the ransom
of His elect nation. In the days of King Asa thdiBpians came up against Judah to the number of a
million of men; but “they were destroyed before tloed and before His host”; thus was Ethiopia given
for Israel. Nebuchadnezzar came up against the dawdstruck Egypt sorely, as it was foretold by
Ezekiel the prophet. “Son of man, Nebuchadnezzaag &f Babylon caused his army to serve a great
service against Tyrus: every head was made balceeeiy shoulder was peeled: yet had he no wages,
nor his army for Tyrus, for the service that he Badved against it: therefore thus says the Lord;Go
behold, | will give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadzar, king of Babylon; and he shall take her
multitude, and take her spoil, and take her pray; iashall be the wages for his army. | have gikian

the land of Egypt for his labor wherewith he seregginst it, because they worked for Me, says the
Lord God.”

Then was the crocodile broken by the river andpitsver was never restored. Probably the full
meaning of the text must be found in the conquédtgypt by Cambyses, the son of Cyrus. It was
written of Cyrus, “I have raised him up in rightsmess, and | will direct all his ways: he shalllddly
city, and he shall let go My captives, not for pricor reward, says the Lord of hosts.” Accordingly,
Cyrus did cause the people to return to their lamd then the Lord promised him Egypt as his reward.
See Isaiah 45:14: “Thus says the Lord, the laboE@ypt, and merchandise of Ethiopia and of the
Sabeans, men of stature, shall come over untoayalithey shall be yours: they shall come after you;
chains they shall come over, and they shall faltmanto you, they shall make supplication unto you,
saying, Surely God is in you; and there is none,dlsse is no other God,” Cambyses conquered Egypt
and destroyed many of its cities, and never siasetihere been a native prince sitting upon thenthod
Pharaoh. God gave to the king of Persia, Egyptthadeighboring regions as the ransom price of His
people.

Thus the Lord did of old on the behalf of His fgklsrael. And what does this fact say to us? It
means this; God’s chosen are immeasurably prediodt$is sight! He chose them to be His people
before all worlds out of mere love; and in this iant love He will abide world without end. Long
before we were born we were thought of by the Loxd; names were in His book and our persons lay
on His heart from before the foundations of the ldiofWhom He did foreknow, He also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of His."Sde ordained the chosen ones to be what they
were, not in themselves. They were not holy, butoktiained them that they should be holy. He chose
them that He might make them like His dear Son, iHeamight be the first-born among many brethren.
These chosen men are the center of God’s planesidrd If | understand God’s great project, it was
this wise; He had formed matter into a thousandvelaus shapes and He had then created vegetable
life in infinite variety and beauty. To this He hadlded animal life in its differing degrees of
intelligence and then He made angels, who are ppinét. These several creations He would link
together, blending matter and mind, the animal #wedspiritual; therefore He resolved that He would
make a being that should be nearer to Him thamatigels and yet should be akin to the rest of the
universe; down even to the mere materialism of Wit body should be composed. His Son was in His
thought! Immanuel, God-With-Man. He resolved ttreg eternal Son should be incarnate, should be the
Adam of a chosen race, “the first-born among marethben,” and that these brethren should be His
Son’s joy and crown and delight forever. The wordde flesh was to be the model and pattern for a
generation of beloved ones who should be “a kinfirsff fruits of His creatures.” These favored lgsn
would be of earth and yet of heaven; brothers ¢ovtbrm and yet partakers of the divine natureedift
up into alliance with the Godhead through Jesuss€hiheir Representative, who is both God and Man.

This wonderful conception | can but dimly set wefyou. Man was so surely to be made in the
imago of God that he should never again lose thage. The chosen were to be placed beyond further
danger of falling because they would know sin aatlit intensely because of their experience ahd
salvation from it. By His gracious redemption, therd purposed to produce beings that would be
forever loyal to their great King, not through ferdut through their new nature and the constmaint
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love to Him who redeemed them from evil. Perhapgatild not have been possible, by a mere fiat, to
have created free agents who would be safe inuhgassing elevation of sons of God. Before they
could be able to stand near to the eternal thnah&ted to the eternal God, they must be knit sugdy
eternal bonds of love. They must be so bound biefyralove that there shall be no possibility oéith
imitating Satan in proud rebellion. By the operati®f His grace, the Lord has prepared a creatuce w
is able humbly to enjoy the favor of heaven anelgab occupy a rank to which angels cannot aspire.
creature, however wisely made, might become sdlicsent and disobedient; but a creature that has
fallen, that has been condemned; and then has reeleemed by God Himself assuming its nature,
redeemed by blood, lifted up by a supernatural vadrthe Holy Spirit into newness of life and so read
akin to God; that creature, | say, is thus prepé&wdile near the eternal throne and to bear thait of

a child of God and a joint-heir with Jesus Christ!

God'’s intent was to produce a race that shoulthdrerable in His sight and well-beloved of His
soul. That being His eternal purpose, He firmlyetixHis soul upon the accomplishment of it. He would
glorify Himself in these people. “This people havéormed for Myself: they shall show forth My
praise.” Did not the world show forth His praise®sy in a measure the spacious earth and swelling
flood proclaim the wise and powerful God. But Heamieto make men far clearer mirrors of His glory.
In them He would be seen through all the ages! rTihais should show forth His longsuffering, His
grace, His love, His wisdom, His holiness and Hisolg character. In redeeming them with His own
blood, He would set forth in them His justice and grace. These were to be repetitions of the insdge
the Only-Begotten in whom God is well-pleased. Godoved His Son that He would see His beauties
reflected in others; He, the Son of God, shouladtsurrounded with brothers and sisters who would
rejoice to honor Him! It was a God-like idea! Goetermined that in saving men He would show forth
all the glory of His nature.

This design would be costly, even to Jehovah Hiim$e carry out this purpose, men, having fallen,
must be redeemed by blood. The Lord gave EthiapiaSeba for His people, but this was little. Would
He give His only-begotten Son? The ever-blessed @aime Father was more precious than Egypt
multiplied beyond all count; and Ethiopia and Selse as nothing to His value. Would the Lord give
His own Son? Yes, to carry out His divine resolenagnifying Himself in the salvation of guilty men
He spared not His own Son, but freely delivered Hiprfor us all! O miracle of miracles! Love beyond
degreel!

But even then men could not be saved unless the $farit, another blessed person of the divine
Three, should condescend to come and live in thalies! It was great for Jesus to come and live in
human flesh for 30 years, but for the Holy Spwitabide in our human nature filvousand<f years is
an equal marvel' Yes, the indwelling of the HolyirBgs true. This further miracle of love has been
perfected in us in whom the Spirit abides. Thiarsmore than giving Egypt for our ransom. God give
Himself to save unworthy man!

And now, beloved, shall He not, with the Lord Jesalso give us all things? Is anything, now, too
dear for God to make a sacrifice of it? Is thengtlaing in heaven or earth, or even within the sphar
imagination that God would not give for the accomplishmenpwifposes of divine grace to His people?
Believers, do you know how great you are? Do yoomknO men and women saved by gragkatyou
are and where you are? If you did, | think you vdobkgin to shout, “Hallelujah!” and would never
come to an end. You are blood-redeemed and boygholr Lord with a price. You are the jewels of
Jesus’ crown, the gems within His breastplate. Yo& molded by His hands to be likenesses of
Himself. You are set over the works of God’s haadd made princes of the royal blood of the universe
Do you know what it means to be called sons of GBdRold, what manner of love the Father has
bestowed upon us that we should be called theremildf God! You are joint heirs with Christ; do you
comprehend that? The Lord Jesus has made us kidgsrigsts unto our God and we shall reign forever
and ever! Oh, the splendors, the infinite splenddithie love of God to His believing people!

From now on everything shall be sacrificed for@sed will give all that He has to save His beloved
ones! He will make the whole of nature and providesubservient to the complete salvation of His
chosen. Kings shall be born and buried. Empire#l ska and fall. Republics and systems shall come
and go; and all shall be the scaffold for the bogdof the house of God which is His church! Alleens
shall work for the good of the chosen! It is Gogfandest, highest purpose to gather together irttane
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whole company of His redeemed in Christ Jesus tleel and to make them like their head! O beloved,
| know not how to preach! | want to sit and in stlevonder offer to the Lord the praise of my heart.
Glorify God, | pray you, for He has glorifigabul

lll. And now we shall close with a brief meditation. LEF6E CONSIDER THE OUTCOME OF
THIS.

If it is so, that the glorious God has really afda truth loved us, His people, and valued us at a
mighty price, then seleow secure His people aréwill not say anything upon this topic, but therto
Himself shall speak. “Fear not: for | have redeemead, | have called you by your name, you are Mine.
When you pass through the waters, | will be witlu;yand through the rivers, they shall not overflow
you: when you walk through the fire, you shall betburned; neither shall the flame kindle upon you.
For | am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israghur Savior: | gave Egypt for your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba for you.” He has given so muchusahat He will not, now, lose us! He valuesass t
highly to let His enemy carry us away! eloved, kees secure they must be who are priceless in the
esteem of God!

Note, nextthe honor which God puts upon thelnfollows upon the text, “I gave Egypt for your
ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for you. Since you weeeigus in My sight, you have been honorable.”
God has put us poor sinners among His honorable. dtk@ow one, who, in her unconverted state, had
fallen into sad sin and the remembrance of it waiafpl. But the Lord removed the shame by laying
home to her soul these gracious words, “Since yanewprecious in My sight, you have been
honorable.” Oh, yes, the woman, who was a sinnkg washed our Savior’s feet with tears and wiped
them with her hair, was honorable to her Lord! Thief on the cross, hanging though he was, was
honorable before Him who is the fountain of hortde was a peer of the realm and went in with Jesus
into the Palace, for his Lord said, “Today shalliyae with Me in paradise.” Our ascending Lord esder
paradise with this thief as His attendant! The Lbes$ a way of transforming dishonorable ones into
honorable ones. He lifts us from the dunghill aats s1s among princes, even the princes of His peopl
His own dear word says to us, “Since you were precin My sight you have been honorable, and |
have loved you; therefore will | give men for yaund people for your life.”

Again, from the high estimate which the Lord pup®n His people we concludee certainty of the
Lord’s gathering together all His peopl&his is set forth from the fifth to the seventtrses, “I will
bring your seed from the east, and gather them fimenwest,” and so forth. This encourages me to
preach with all my might, for the Lord has a peopleom Hemustandwill gather to Himself! He bids
the nations act as His servants in this mattewiltisay to the north, Give up; and to the soutlkegld not
back: bring My sons from far, and My daughters fribra ends of the earth.” Why, they may be up to
their necks in the bogs of sin! But they are tdobaught home, for the Lord will not lose His somsla
daughters! Perhaps they have wandered far inteayrgevices; but if they are called by His namegve
one of them must come. Yes, it is written, “everrgvone.” Our almighty Savior can draw a sinner
back from the shelving brink of hell. While thesgelife there is hope! God will bring back His redesl
in spite of whatever iniquity they may have fall&fictorious grace shall set free the captives of 8is
to free will, the Lord will make His people willinigy the day of His power. On the cross, accordng t
Psalm 22, our Lord said, “A seed shall serve Hinshiall be accounted to the Lord for a generation.
They shall come.” “Shall come”; shall make them eprmand the Lord Jesus shall not shed His blood in
vain. The Lord gave Egypt for Israel’s ransom, &piit and Seba for her and He will not lose what He
has purchased at such a price. Whether the exdldodan carried west, or east, or north, or sobth, t
Lord will devise means that he is not left to pens the far-off land. When | come to preach insthi
great house, | say within my heart, “Lord, You hawvany people in this city. | will look for them. iBh
people You have bought for Yourself at an excedgiggeat price and | desire to find them for YoA.”
controversialist once said, “If | thought God hadh@sen people, | should not preach.” That is #my v
reason why to preach. What would makem inactive is the mainspring ofiy earnestness! If the Lord
had not a people to be saved, | should have tdtiEheer me in my ministry. Other sheep He has whom
He must bring in and my hope is that He will bregme of them in by me! Beloved, God has a people
everywhere and we are sent to draw them to Him thighpowerful magnet of the cross. This finds them
out amid the ashes, even as Jesus said; “I, if lifeed up from the earth, will draw all men untoeM
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We preach Christ crucified and, “to Him shall tregtgering of the people be.” The Lord calls to Hithse
His own sheep and these follow Him and are saved.

Here is another little bit for meditation. If Gbds determined to glorify Himself by us and inles,
us be in one accord with HinAlready | have quoted the 2Verse; “This people have | formed for
Myself; they shall show forth My praise.” belovddt us labor to show forth His praise, for He has
formed us for that purpose! Oh, that we could in®lly to His glory! Not only let us speaometimes
to His praise, but let uslwaysbe making known the exceeding riches of His di\gnece! Do you not
feel, beloved, that if God has chosen you for saiclend as this, your whole being cries, “I must and
will show forth His praise. My soul does magnifyethord”? If we knew how much God loved us, we
should love Him much more in return and we shoue gnuch more to His cause and to His poor than
we do. Just now | have need of large help in mdoeyepairs at the Tabernacle; and this need would
not arise if we were all consecrated as we ouglietoAs it has arisen, we shall soon meet the rfeed
we all used our substance for the Lord. It is ngtwork any more than it is yours, but | have the
responsibility for it and | would be glad to be petl. We are stewards and not owners; the least hint
should set us inquiring as to what is needed inMaster’'s house. We should not need exhorting, much
less to be begged of; we should always be cryintpeolLord, “Show me what You would have me to
do.” He is Jehovah our God, the Holy One of Ismakb has redeemed us at a measureless price; the
very least we can do is, by holy loving, cheerfudrking, patient suffering and spontaneous giving;
show what we think of our Lord. Ah, if we live near God, we shall not long for the silly amusements
which are beguiling the base-born professors o &vil age. Think of a joint heir with Christ ateth
theater! The very thought of consorting with theridas degradation! We are born of a nobler bintid a
lifted to a higher level than to grovel in childjgtupid play. If we are the sons of Jehovah, oyr gur
hope, our recreation, our object in life will ak lamong high and eternal things! Our affectionssate
upon things above, not on things on the earth.t@twe up to your destiny, you heirs of God! Mapds
the Holy Spirit help you!

What love we ought to bear to Gddbes God give up Egypt for us and shall we not gipethe
riches of Egypt for Him? Shall we go down to Egfgithelp when God has already given up Egypt that
He might help us? If we could have all the wealtlEthiopia and Seba, what would it be in comparison
with our Lord? Therefore, let us love Him supremahd count all things but loss for the excellente o
His knowledge. Beloved, we must love Him; we dodd¥im. How can it be otherwise? “The love of
Christ constrains us.” Madame Guyon wrote of “totse’ Divine love, if truly felt, is a torrent swemg
all before it, like that ancient river Kishon. Ghbr those torrents now!

May God the Holy Spirit bless these feeble wordsiime to all His people and may many long to be
joined with His people by faith in Jesus Christ bard! Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Isaiah 43.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—192, 730, 733.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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