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“The centurion answered and said, Lord, | am not vy that You should come
under my roof: but speak the word only, and mgngant shall be healed.”
Matthew 8:8.

THIS centurion was a worthy man from the human poinview, but he called himself unworthy
when he turned towards our Lord. He was so exdeHlanan that the elders of the Jews, who were by
no means partial to Roman soldiers, pleaded witlusl¢hat he was worthy. Had he been personally
there, he would have repudiated their plea andidheaby the second party of friends whom he sent t
our Lord. As one set of friends had said, “He igtiwp,” another set of friends was bid to say, is hi
name, “Lord, | am not worthy.” The worthiest mentire world do not think themselves worthy; while
the most unworthy people are generally those wtastof their own worthiness and, possibly, of their
own perfection. We should not have wondered had than been proud, for he was one of the
conquering race, and the representative of a tygahpower. If he were not a very great officert bu
only the captain of a hundred men, yet it is notiswal for petty officers to be haughtier than their
superiors. If a man is placed in a very high argpoasible position, he is frequently sobered by his
responsibilities; but a mere jack-in-office is udyareater than the emperor himself! However, this
centurion was a man of gentle mold and said of €ifnd am not worthy.” He might have been proud
of his popularity among the Jews. Few can beaetsurrounded with an atmosphere of esteem without
beginning to esteem themselves much too highly.

He had built a synagogue for the Jews. That isa dhing to do, but it is very possible to build a
synagogue and to become a great man in one’s omoopand stand several courses of bricks higher
in pride. Not so, however, this good man who hait lBusynagogue, but did not presume upon the
greatness of his own generosity. He never mentiohdalt said, “I am not worthy that You should
come under my roof.”

He was a man used to command. He says to this‘‘@anand he goes. And to another, come, and
he comes.” They that are known to be obeyed areoapbld themselves at a high valuation; but this
centurion had not fallen into the very common fawle watched carefully over the sickness of his
young servant and was earnest that he might bedheble was a tender master as well as a liberal
neighbor. If we wished to pick out a truly worthyam we need not go further than this Roman soldier,
or we might fare worse and yet he said, “Lord, I@shworthy.”

Further, note that he did not say, “Lord, the raamwvhich my servant sleeps is not worthy of You;
and it is not right that You should climb to thé@atvhere the boy lies sick.” He said, “I am notniny
that You should come undewy roof”; not even into the best parlor, or the dnagvroom. It is my house
and being such, it is the abode of one who haslamd to seek a personal interview with You and |
judge it to be altogether unfit for Your entertaemh He was fearful of troubling the Lord and fiblat
to bring Him through the streets to his door wasertban he could think of for a moment, when a word
would suffice to work the miracle he sought.

Beloved friends, my point this morning is thisybuld call your attention to the happy blending of
this beautiful humbleness with an extraordinaryrdegf faith. In his confession of sin he is unspggr
“Lord | am not worthy that You should come under ragf.” But in his confession of faith he is eqyall
clear. “Speak the word only, and my servant shalhbaled.” It is a kind of vulgar error that a lgwl
esteem of ourselves must be connected with a vexgt gliffidence towards Christ. | call it a vulgar
error, for it is an error both common and baseless. fabeis that high thoughts of self go with low
thoughts of Christ; and well they may, for they bmgls of a feather. But low thoughts of self shbul
always be associated with high thoughts of Chf@tthey areboth products of the Spirit of God and
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they help each other. Our unworthiness is a fotht brightness of our Lord’s infinite grace. Waksi
deep in humility, but soar high in assurance. Aieerease, Christ increases.

To make this point clear, | shall say, first of #&hata sense of unworthiness is very desirable and
commendable. But secondly, thaa sense of unworthiness can be very wrongly used, and can even be
made the occasion of grave sin. Then, thirdly, dlishdd thata sense of unworthiness finds a fit
companion in a strong faith in Christ. Of this the text supplies us with an instanceyNe Holy Spirit
help our meditations and make them truly profitable

l. First, then, A SENSE OF UNWORTHINESS IS VERY DESIRAE AND COMMENDABLE.
Some of you are destitute of it. | dare say yookhi a mean and miserable thing. You suppose itldvo
injure your manliness, lower your self-respect aadhpen your courage. Dear friends, the manliness
which feeds on sin is a poisonous fungus which grout of the rottenness of a corrupt heart. Mdgeit
taken away from us! Any condition of mind whichfeginded on a falsehood must be an evil one; itis a
bubble blown by ignorant conceit. Let us not desi@e self-respect, manliness, or courage thanbwill
consistent with the truth of things.

| commend a sense of our unworthiness becausea sense of what is true. When a man thinks
himself unworthy before the Lord, his thoughts aght. When he feels that he could not be saved by
the merit of his own works, for his works are fgu#tnd defiled, then he judges according to fact.
Whatever result a thought may have upon us, whethaakes us happy or makes us sad, this is a
secondary matter; the main point with an honestdnmiust always be; is it true? If it is a truthful
thought, | ought at once to entertain it, cost ni@tnt may. Should the truth create devastatiomiwit
my soul and destroy all my fair hopes and promisargies, it must be so, for the most painful dffefc
truth is better for me than the most flatteringuitssof falsehood. Better the suffering of trutlanhthe
kisses of deceit. The arrow which pierces the hafagelf-conceit is a blessing! If you take a veywly
view of yourself, some may call you morbid but thayow not of what spirit you are. Humility is
healthy; lowliness is no disease. When we thinkse@nd worse of ourselves, we are getting neater an
nearer to the truth. We are by nature depravedaded, guilty and worthy of the wrath of God. Ifyan
hard thing can be imagined against fallen marg @ssuredly true of him. What worse character @n b
given to human nature than that which is drawn H®/ pen of inspiration in the third chapter of the
Epistle to the Romans? Oh, that God would makewsylin spirit and fill us with a deep feeling ofio
own unworthiness; for this will only be revealing @is the truth and delivering us from the way of
falsehood.

In the next place, note thatdeep sense of unworthinessis no proof that a man has grossly sinned. It
may be viewed in quite the opposite light; if tharmhad been heinously wicked his conscience would
have lost its sensitiveness; and he would notll iprabability, have felt his unworthiness so keertie
that has high thoughts of himself is not necessarihan of clean life and, on the other hand, hehhas
very depreciatory thoughts of himself is not thgrglsoven to be worse than others. He that feels
himself unworthy has something about him that Gstgems. We are sure of this, for when the Lord
seeks a lodging among men, though He might havelttise of palaces, He nevertheless deigns to say,
“I dwell in the high and holy place, with him al$lmat is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revihe
spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart @& tontrite ones.” Do not judge men by their estenaif
themselves, or if you do, take this as your guikdat he that humbles himself is to be exalted anthht
exalts himself is to be abased. He that is grebittls, let him that is little to himself be alhé greater
with you. God loves not those who boast; He h#adfithe hungry with good things, but the rich Hs ha
sent away empty.

I commend this sense of unworthiness becausas a tendency to make a man kind to others. He
who thinks highly of himself, another man may thankobody. Pride has no heart and will rather gurn
sick servant out of doors than seek a physiciamifor If a man is proud he will say, “I am a mardan
authority, having soldiers under me. | am not tovbaried by having sick boys to look after.”
Sympathy, tenderness and the valuation of otherstaangers in the house of the proud; but theg tak
up their abode with those who think themselves uttwo Beloved, it is well to think little of
yourselves, for then you will have more thoughspare for the sorrows of others. If you know yolirse
to be unworthy, you will cheerfully recognize tHaims of others and will feel that it is not berfegbu
to care for the poorest and most obscure. Thesense trace of a work of divine grace in your heart
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when you have a love to your neighbor because geltiat you are no better than he. This is irdlgit
better than to be so great that you can tramplenddw crowd in your imperial and imperious dignity
and look down with contempt upon the many who haeeattained to that eminent degree of honor
which you suppose yourself to be enjoying. The tgnean, the very great man, the highly-deserving
man, the person who is a right honorable and wpfshpersonage rides roughshod over his fellows,
and crushes them without compunction if they liehis way, and may hinder his design. But the
consciously unworthy man, the man who feels thab\wes everything to the mercy of God and must
still depend upon that mercy and that mercy oniy, lve tender and gentle towards his fellow sinners
and speak comfortably unto them.

We commend again this sense of unworthiness bectinskes man lowly towards the Savior. Of
all things that are contemptible, a proud bearowgatrds the Lord Jesus is the most hateful; yes Iiyi
no means unusual. Some seem to fancy that Jeawservant at their beck and call. They talk abast H
salvation as though Haught to give it and they could claim it for themsehassd all mankind. If we
speak about the sovereign choice of some unto atéfe, they begin chattering about injustice and
partiality; as if any guilty man had a right to #mpng from the Lord of glory; except the dreadfight
to be punished for his sins! | think | hear the Masay, “May | not do as | will with My own?” Many
of those who pretend to be the advocates of digiaee are the betrayers of it and snatch fromatsih
the silver scepter of its sovereignty. Belovedsitvell in prayer to come to our Lord, not as cred
seeking a debt but as condemned criminals, bedgima free pardon. We have no claim on God. If He
chooses to save us, it must be of His own freeegraet us come humbly, saying, “Lord, | am not
worthy that You should come under my roof. That Yahould die for me remains the greatest of all
miracles in my esteem. That You should choose rdecath me; and pardon me and save me; is a world
of wonders at which my soul stands gratefully ardax®hy me? How could You look on such a dead
dog as | am!” Our right state of heart, when deglwth our Lord Jesus, is that of the penitent vimgh
His feet with tears, or of the leper who fell atsHeet and worshipped Him. If we would come to the
Savior of sinners, we must coragsinners. We must come as humble petitioners ahdsithose who
proudly fancy that they have a claim upon the gadd@od.

A sense of unworthiness is exceedingly useful b&ed puts a man where God can bless him.
“Oh,” you ask, “where is that?” The Lord will ongct in conformity with His own attributes. God will
always be God and as He will be God alone in asaaso He will certainly be God alone in thewv
creation. Our only right position before God ikteow that we are undeserving and unworthy while He
is holy and glorious. We must hear Him say, “I amd@nd beside Me there is none else,” or we shall
never look unto Him to be saved. If | am somebaady bstand up with my rights and my claims, God
cannot bless me without conceding to me that widehnever will concede! How dareclaim that
which He calls a free gift! How often have | matiestplace ring with that voice of the Lord, “I will
have mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | wilveacompassion on whom | will have compassion”!
Depend upon it, God will be God! And if you will hbe saved without His leaving the throne of His
sovereignty, then you will perish without hope! W#l be King and Lord in the work of salvation; you
must take it as His free gift or die without it!itfis of divine grace it cannot be ofht; the things are
contradictory! Unutterably great is His pity! Imnsemable is His mercy; but He will have no pity for
those whose proud self-will stands out againstddigereign grace! O sinner, if you would be pardoned
you must confess that the Lord is King! Your towthlesus Himself must be like that of Thomas when
he put his finger in the wound, and cried, “My Lpathd my God™! You must have Jesus to be Lord and
God to you or He will be nothing to you. Belovedy man will yield to this till he has a thorough
conviction of his own unworthiness. We are not \Wgiio be saved; if we were, it would bedabt and
not of grace. We are not worthy to receive any giwooh the hand of an offended God; if we were, we
should make our appeal to justice, and mercy wowldbe needed! Come, dear hearers, let us bow
before the Lord and admit that He alone is Kingt lie confess that we deserve nothing but His wrath—

“If sudden vengeance seize my breath,
I must pronounce You just in death.
And if my soul were sent to hell,
Your righteous law approves it well.”
It is assuredly so, and therefore we put in nawjdaut simply cry, “O God, be merciful to me.”
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This state of mind, once momakes a man in love with the simple Word of God. This man, because
he was not worthy, did not ask of Christ any mystards or imposing ceremonies, or even so much as
a visit to his house. No, he was content that tbed Llshould speak the word! It is our proud human
nature that so much sighs for finery and pomp; veelld/ gladly go to heaven by some royal road or
glittering way; we want to be saved to music andgoted by paraphernalia! We would like to be
forgiven, but we must have a visible priest in ftdhonicals; and we must have a decorated altanand
show of candles in the daylight! Gewgaws are neé¢dednceal the humiliation of being saved by pure
grace! But a soul that feels its own unworthinegsssg “Lord, save me in Your own way. Your Word is
enough for me. Speak the word of command and ficesf me.” We read, “He sent His word, and
healed them” (Psa 107:20), and a sense of unweshiwill make us content to be saved in that most
simple manner. Humble souls love a plain gosp&indw what some are; they read a book which
contains the gospel and because it is very sinipdy, say, “This will do for my servant girl, or fdne
laborer in my field.” But for themselves they sesé&mething more difficult to understand and
consequently more flattering to their pride. Mampple like a preacher who can confuse the gospel fo
them; plain speech offends them. We are overdotie suich folk in this generation. Certain people,
when they hear what they cannot comprehend, sagritly, “What a wonderful discourse! | delight in a
man of culture who raises the tone of preachingalhat the lower classes can understand.” They are
fools that talk so! The more plain the word, therenlikely it is to be the Word of God. Did not Paul
say, “Seeing we have received this ministry, we great plainness of speech”? The gospel is not sent
into the world for thedlite, for the few choice souls that read the reviewse gospel is sent into the
world for “every creature” and if it is meant foevery creature,” it must be made so plain that even
non-readers may be able to comprehend it and pemsith the least education, or none at all, may be
able to grasp it. You, learned Sir, may like a higinished gospel which only a half-dozen gentleme
like yourself can comprehend, but I like the commsaltvation, the good news for the crowd, the wgitin
which he that runs can read. Does not your canddrbamanity admit that it is well that the gospel
should be simple enough for the poor and the idlies since they need salvation as well as the
educated? | would to God that a sense of unworkibeought us all down from those pinnacles of the
temple of vanity where we stand in mutual admirgtibut in awful danger of a fall. Oh, that the
heavenly Wisdom would make us willing to be savkd tommonplace sinners; willing for Christ not
to come to our house, but to give the word of comanay which the miracle of grace would be worked!

Now, beloved friends, | leave that point, onlytmg it thus—Do you know your own unworthiness?
| do not ask you whether you have been racked teitiors, nor whether you have been tormented with
doubts, nor whether you have been drowned in degpat may be, or may not be. But are you willing
to subscribe to this; that you are not worthy? Tehaentence of condemnation may fitly be passed upo
you and if you are saved it must be of free grdocee?

II. But now, secondly, | have to show you that THIS SIENOF UNWORTHINESS CAN BE
WRONGLY USED and is often perverted to ruinous ends

Yonder is a person who cries, “I hear the gosipet,] cannot believe that it is intended for me. |
cannot think I am aimed at in the proclamationreéfforgiveness and gracious acceptance.” friehg, w
not? “Well, | am unworthy.” Listen! Is there a man earth who is not unworthy? Hear the words of
Jesus; “Go you into all the world and preach thepgb to every creature. He that believes and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believes mall e damned.” We are not sent to evenrthy
creature, but to “every creature,” worthy or unwgttAre you not a creature? Well, then, the gospel
to be preached tgou. And do you think God means it to be preachedow &s a mere form or a grim
farce? Has it no relation tgou? Do you believe after believing and being baptizaedording to the
divine command, God will say, “I never meant thaetrpise for you”? It is atrocious that you should
think so! It is a new and grievous sin to imagihattthe Lord would run back from His word! You are
unworthy. We grant it; but does that make God fal¥®u are unworthy, more unworthy than you
know; but does that prove the Lord to be untruef? Mé tantalize men by sending them a gospel which
is not intended for them? Will He put salvationdrefthem and bid them believe in Jesus for salwatio
when He never means to give it to them even if @heyomply with the conditions He has laid down?
Come, come! | will go with you as far as you likeyour confession of your own unworthiness, but |
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cannot tolerate your making God unworthy becawseare unworthy! He will keep His word, however
falseyou may be! Every soul that believes in Christ Jesassdverlasting life.

| have seen this same evil come up in the forrdoobt as to the mercy of God. When a man’s sin
appears very great, he is apt to say, “God canae¢ mercy upome.” Now, sir, you shall be allowed
to be the chief of sinners if you feel yourself hte so; but you cannot be allowed to deny the
omnipotence of God! You are sadly unworthy; bus in the unworthy that divine grace finds its sghe
of operation; and you must not limit the power lzdittgrace which comes to men through Christ Jesus.
The Lord delights in mercy and do you doubt it?yoo dare say that He cannot have mercy on whom
He will have mercy? Why, that denies the whole bofi$cripture throughout which He declares to us
that, “All manner of sin and blasphemy shall begfeen unto men.” He testifies that, “The blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.’yBw deny this? He puts it expressly, “Though your
sins are as scarlet, they shall be as white as;stmugh they are red like crimson, they shall be a
wool.” You know these promises! Will you call thdires and so mak&od a liar? Your unworthiness
must not be allowed to be used as an argumenihéodénial of God’s glorious attribute of mercy. Boe
He not say; “Let the wicked forsake his way, anel eimrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return
unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; @aadur God, for He will abundantly pardon”?
Which is true, you or God? Depend upon it thedi@at with Him! Oh, let it not be with you; but npw
even now, believe that His mercy endures forever taat where sin abounded grace did much more
abound.

Poor creatures have even gone the lengttoabting the power of the blood of Jesus to cleanse
them. If you talk so, | must put my hand on your mouthy must not say another word of that sort! Is it
not enough that you have bespattered yourself siwtB Must you now asperse your Savior? Will you
trample on the blood of Christ? Will you deny iteansing power? As He is God as well as man, our
Lord’s sacrifice has an infinite virtue in it andewannot endure that you, guilty as you are, shadt
to all your former crimes this highest and mostemggous iniquity of charging the blood of Christiwi
a lack of cleansing power! Will you call God a liarregard to his own Son? O sirs, if you perishilt
not be because the blood has too little efficacwili be because you have not believed on the naime
the Son of God; and will not come unto Him that yoight have life!

We have known persons, under deep distidmdt the promise of God. A great and sure promise,
which obviously belonged to them, they have selegssaying, “It is too good to be true. | cannot
believe it because | am so unworthy.” Again | fellthe same mode of replyou may be a liar, but do
not make God oneYou may have made many promises which you have brdkérgo not charge God
with doing so! You have vowed that you would dosthind that and you have forgotten your pledges
and thrown your promises into forgetfulness; betadn not that God will do so! He is not a man that H
should lie! O man, | pray you, if you feel as ifwaere on the brink of hell, yet do not doubt God’s
faithfulness to His promise! Do not cast a doubbruplis truthfulness; that would be a superfluity of
naughtiness! | feel, sometimes, that even if | west, | must still believe God to be true. “Thougke
slay me, yet will | trust in Him.” Here, put thellkng sword to my bare neck and let me die the liéat
deserve; but | will still believe that God is goadd true! O Jehovah, You do keep Your word! Such
faith is not one jot greater than the Lord desenpfass, for He has never deceived us and He neiler w
Dear heart, do take the promise of God to mean wisatys and believe it. Suppose somebody were to
trust himself with Christ for salvation and wereltelieve God would, therefore, save him and yet he
should not be saved; what then? | will not supmessh a case! But | will wait till you find me antaal
instance, and then | will consider how to answar. yWhy, if a soul that trusted in the promise ofdGo
and fled to Christ for refuge could be sent dowhed, the legions of the infernal pit would exhihim
as a trophy of their victory over God! They woularry him on their shoulders and shout, “Here is a
proof that God can lie! Here is a proof that Cksisiood has failed to save a believer! Here ishaex
that trusted God and, after all, was lost in tlehef God’s covenant and Oath!” Do you think thath
a thing will ever happen? Let not such a blasphesmdea be tolerated in your mind for a moment! Take
the promise as coming from God and, thereforesagradly true. Simply believe it, and be happy.

Some, because they are unwortivpuld deny the Lord Jesus the pleasure of saving them. When
Cato committed suicide, Caesar was sad that Catddlenvy him the glory of saving his life. Perhaps
if Cato had known what Caesar would have said,dterfot been so swift with his sword. Beloved, will

Volume 36 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 5




6 Self Low, But Christ High Sermon #2161

you deny Christ the pleasure of forgiving you? Wdlu go to hell that you may spite the Savior by no
suffering Him to save you? Will you look the etdrRather in the face and express a hate so malignan
that you venture to say, “| would rather be condedhforever than be saved by the grace of God?” |
cannot believe it! Surely you are not such a madr@ame, come, man! | will let you use the blackest
language about yourself; you may paint yourselalasost a fiend and little better than the devihifs

will please you! You shall sweep up hell, itsetr £pithets, if you will, to set forth your own samd
misery! But, | pray you, touch not God! Deny noshiercy! Doubt not His faithfulness! Refuse not His
love but submit yourself to His saving grace! Rerhemhow the Syrian messengers diligently observed
whether anything would come from the King of Isra@ld when Ahab said, “He is my brother,” they
did, “hastily catch at it,” and they said, “Yourdtner Benhadad.” Oh, that you would hastily catth a
the word of grace, for one word may be enough itagbyou consolation! Remember how the Ninevites,
when Jonah preached to them, repented on the baeedf, “Who can tell?” They had not a word of
promise to back them up in their confidence, betythentured upon, “Who can tell but God may turn
from His fierce anger, that we perish not?” Comegrcheart, catch at the smallest hopeful thing.eHav
trap for sunbeams as well as for hailstones. TakeHold upon the sweet words which God has said.
Believe them to be true, and risk all upon themu ¥iall never believe better of God than you shiatlf
Him to be.

Alas, there are some whose sense of unworthinessto sullen rebellion. | will not speak harshly
of them, but | do know some few who frequent theserts, of whom | must say that they are their own
jailors and tormenters. Like one of old, they memtfess, “My soul refused to be comforted.” Thexe i
another passage in the psalms which says, “Their aghors all manner of meat.” Who were these?
David says they were fools. | do not say so mucthats dear friends, of any of you; but | am solgmn
afraid it would be true if | did say it. He thafuses all manner of meat is likely to starve ana wghto
be blamed for it? If you refuse the bread of lismave pity you if you die of hunger? To put fronuyo
the one and only salvation out of sullen hopelessige as suicidal as if you stabbed yourself. Wl
do so? Will you cry out, “I shall be lost. | knowshall! It is of no use preaching to me! It is @f nse
praying for me!"? My dear friend, are you reallyiggp to give yourself up in such an absurd way while
you are yet in the land of hope? Here you sit exdlingeon and | stand before you with a free pardon
will you not take it? It is to be had for the agkinwvill you not ask for it? It is to be had by thaling
receiver; will you not receive it? Then | solemtdyl you that if you remain obstinate there wilbsobe
the rope about your neck and you will reap themweard of your sin and folly. What? You still crgy
are so unworthy? Wiknow you are; yet a free pardon is granted you if yaduagcept it! “Oh, but | feel
my unworthiness so terribly!”

Would a man be hanged out of spite to the clemehoyur gracious Queen? Would he choose to be
executed because he felt unworthy to be pardonetd?M be lost because you do not feel worthy to
be saved? Man alive, if | were you, | would sayhiag against the grace which would save me, but |
would gratefully accept the loving pardon and tieder mercy of my Lord! | feel that it is no busiee
of mine to plead for my own damnation! The deviddnhave had many a skirmish and if there is
anything to be said against my being saved, | mavdoubt whatever that he will be particularly store
say it. Therefore | do not go into that line of iness; there is no room for me; Satan will do fadittcan
be done in that direction. | find it far more ptafile to be picking up all the crumbs of comfodah
find in the form of reasons why | should be saveadieading the Word of God | find these reasons are
as plentiful as blackberries in autumn! God had gaiand | believe it; “He that believes on Himsha
everlasting life.” | believe in Jesus and | haveertasting life! [Here came a shout of “Hallelujah!”
“Bless the Lord!"] Yes, we can all of us join inathshout and bless God for His free love which has
abounded towards us; which love we have seen aodrkmnand tasted and handled. Well might we all
join in one long hallelujah and make the streatg with; “blessed be the name of the Lord.” But the
poor folk | am thinking of sit down and bite theiails and chew their lips and weep their eyes away;
and never move an inch towards the one blessinghathey need above all things! Let me warn such.
Remember, a man may commit suicide as truly bysrefuto eat as by taking poison; and you may
destroy your own souls by refusing Christ quitesasely and guiltily as if you plunged into open
rebellion against the Lord God and ran to an exoésst. Think of this, | pray you.
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[ll. But now, thirdly; and | am glad to proceed to thisch more pleasing subject; A SENSE OF
UNWORTHINESS FINDS A FIT COMPANION IN STRONG FAITHN CHRIST.

For, remember firstwhen you have no faith in yourself there is more room in the soul for faith in
Jesus. If you have confidence in yourself, that bit @fsis filled. But if you have no confidence in
yourself, your soul is one great vacuum and youladd more of Christ. The greater the emptiness, th
more room for that which is to be the fullnessydu have no reason whatever why you should be saved
except the free grace of God in Christ, then take free grace here and now! God help you to dansio
may nothing hinder you! Believe the more in Chhsicause you cannot, in any degree, believe in
yourself.

Again, he that has low thoughts of himgeslbn a vantage ground as to receiving saving truth. He
who has true views of himself is likely also toatiser the truth with regard to the Lord Jesus dmad t
covenant blessings which come to us in Him. Evengtldepends, you know, upon the measure with
which we calculate. If your yard is too short, 0o fong, everything will be inaccurate in propontitm
the faultiness of your standard of measurement.n\\jloel have the right measure as to your own lost,
ruined and undone condition, you will soon recdive right measure as to the grace and ability ef th
Son of God who is able to save unto the uttermiosintthat come unto God by Him! Jesus is an
almighty Savior; there is no horrible crime, no w@entionable offense; no damnable sin which He
cannot forgive. There is no criminality or basenafssharacter which He cannot overcome and remove.
“All power is given unto Him,” and in the salvatioealm He is King of kings and Lord of lords; and
nothing can resist His sway. Do you believe thissol| trust yourself to Him, now, and the moment yo
do you will pass from death unto life!

This man, again, through his being so loviiggl not the conceit to question and doubt. Doubt is, in
most cases, the daughter of pride. Think of a nréitizing God! Job might possibly have done that
while he heard of God by the hearing of the earyhen his eyes saw Him he abhorred himself in dust
and ashes. How dare we quibble at God’s way ohgatvie guilty! It is impertinence! It is insaniti/et
us have none of it.

This lowly estimate of himself brought the cendaraway from dictating to Jesus how the blessing
should come. A great many persons we meet with are always mgpput courses for the Holy Spirit.
They are willing to be saved if they can be sawed lzertain mode. They will believe if they seensig
and wonders, but no way else. Their peace must ¢orttee way they have selected and in no other;
their mind is made up as to how it ought to be. Talturion might have said, “Lord, come under my
roof and then | will believe. The token of Your peace shall make me sure.” He did not ask for signs
or wonders, or comforts. Lots of you here are wgitiill you feel some singular feeling, msee some
strange vision, or undergo a speatgperience. You cannot believe Christ’'s bare word; you are too
proud to be saved by that, only. O my hearerdefliord shows you your utter unworthiness you will
be willing to be saved in the simplest manner! Yolithen ask nothing but this one thing, “Lordyvea
or | perish.” If Christ had come to the centurioriisuse, he would have had a very remarkable
experience. It would be strange for a Roman soldientertain the Savior of the world! But he dmt n
ask for that remarkable experience and peculiamhoviou read biographies, or you hear Christian
people tell how they were saved, and you put ymgek on certain memorable points, and you say, “If
ever | feelthat, or seethat, | will believe in Christ; but no way else.” Thusseems that the Lord must
bow to your will and not do as He thinks fit. Truly, the wirdows where it will and none of our
dictation will have weight with the free Spirit with the sovereign Savior.

If Christ had come to the man’s house there wdwalde been great joy in it; but he did not ask for
that joy. Some will not believe in the Lord Jesuatess they feel great joy. But, dear friend, isght to
resolve that if you feel no joy you will not beligvn Him? No, rather, if you walk in darkness aeé s
no light, trust in the Lord! If all within seems tme contrary to the fact of your salvation, beliewe
Christ and you are saved; and if every power arssipa of your nature should vote you lost, you are
not lost if you are simply hanging to the bare Wordraef Lord Jesus Christ.

This man was so brought down tlhatwas content with just a word. “Speak the word only, and my
servant shall be healed.” This is the point to come\re you content to believe God’s bare word and
be saved by God’'s word alone? You would believerate if | could work you a miracle, would you
not? What would you believe? You would believe ie!rAnd as | do not want you to believe in me, but
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in Christ, | will not work any miracle! Oh, but yiou could feel some very singular emotion you would
believe. What would you believe in? Why, in thegsilar emotion, that is all' You would not believe i
God’s Word. He that cannot believe God’'s Word withewonders really fixes his belief in the wonders
and not in God’s Word! Take the naked word of GeHich is this; “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and you shall be saved.” What though you neithgh sior sing, though you neither have dreams nor
doubt, though you have neither great comfort nariconviction, believe in Jesus! Sinful, unworésy
you are, say, “This is all my salvation, and all desire. | accept the Lord Jesus as my all in all”
And after all,such faith is the greatest of faith, for the Lord Jesus said, “I have not found swthf
no not in Israel.” One man stands up and tells y@wuground of his confidence and you learn that at
such a time he heard a voice, or in such a nigldreamed such a dream, or during certain months he
had an awful experience of fear of hell, or at Aeotperiod he felt such joy that he was carriedrtle
away. Do not think less of the believer who say ‘experience is only this;
‘I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all,
But Jesus Christ is my all in all.”
This last man’s experience has the least of drbsstat. | find written in the infallible Book that |
trust the Lord Jesus He will perform His office ®vior upon me. | have trusted Him and He has
saved me! “Is that all the witness you have?” astks. What more witness do | need? | may be able
to mention certain incidents which attended my evswn, butthese are not my hope! | place no
reliance upon what | have thought, or seen, o¥ lfiedtnybody could prove that | never saw and never
felt and never heard anything of the kind, | showdd be troubled about it, for one thing I know; I
know that | heard that text, “Look unto Me, andymel saved, all the ends of the earth,” and | did
look and | was saved! What is more, if | did nagrifook and was not then saved, | do not care two
pence to contest the point, for | am lookimyv and therefore | am saved! That is the comfort; we
have not to rely on a past faith, but still to golmelieving! Looking unto Jesus always! Coming to
Him always; that is the true position for peacd.rést in Christ every day, the fruit of that lesiing
will be seen every day. | must not only believe@sus, but keep right on believing. God help you to
do so! Set side by side with a deep sense of uhieds, a high appreciation of the power of Christ
to cleanse you from sin and to make you holy, eagrGod is holy! Make progress in these two
things. They will not be like the legs of the lamyich are not equal, but they will be much alike i
their happy effect upon your life. Down with sedfid up with Christ;
“Thus while | sink my joys shall rise
Immeasurably high.”

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Matthew 8:1-13; Luke 7:1-10.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—100 (VERS. II), 597, 556.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !
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