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“When a strong man armed keeps his palace, his goace in peace.”
Luke 11:21.

“The Lord will give strength unto His people; thedrd will bless His people with peace.”
Psalm 29:11.

PEACE is a condition of things greatly to be desirTo dread no outward disturbance and to feel no
inward storm; who does not desire such a state@ePeas been called a pearl and rightly, for it is
precious and smiles with soft, mild radiance bedegkhe heart that wears it. It is, indeed, a peérl
great price; he that has it has more than riclidss Ipeace is, in very deed, the true pearl, he whars
it in his breast is one of the favored sons of Gldtere may be some few people in the world who do
not love peace, but we love not their spirit. Gerstormy natures delight in tempest and, like lsieds,
ride on the crests of raging billows. Men of the®@ytype are restless and an atmosphere of pedse su
them not. Their spirits, like thunderbolts, rushmand, finding pleasure in the crash with which they
force their willful way. | need not go out of my wéor such, for in vain we speak to those who wadt
hear. The most of us were cast in another mold.avéenot ravens and cannot remain forever on the
wing. But, like the dove of Noah, we seek resttfa soles of our feet and we fly here and therg wet
find the olive leaf of peace. How often, amid thstarbances of this troubled world, have we cri€ah
that | had wings like a dove! For then would | #iway and be at rest!” We were not reared like e¢gagle
on stern crags among the callow lightning; we fidte the turtle’s voice and love the brooks thatbia
music as they flow. | know that many of you sigi fest; you labor that you may enter into it. lfuyo
have found the rest which Jesus gives, your heaire to sing—

“Forever here my rest shall be
Close to Your bleeding side:

This all my hope, and all my plea;
For me the Savior died.”

Peace and rest are two names for a flower whicks bacearth, but only found full-blown in heaven!
Yet even the faint perfume of the unopened blossegnites our strong desire. Gently does the Savior
attract us to Himself by that sweet call; “Comeaukte, all you that labor and are heavy laden andl |
give you rest.”

Every precious thing in this world is sure to loeiaterfeited. If the government mint issues gold an
silver money, rogues will be found to make spuriocos. The more a thing is cried up, the more &¢h
need of caution that you are not taken in with basttions of it. Satan is the cunning ape of God
whatever God does, he tries to do the same witlemthantments. Therefore, while there is a peace
more precious than the gold of Ophir, there is lagopeace which is worse than worthless! When h sou
is borne up upon the waters of false peace, its isaBopeless till that peace is dried up and the is
stranded in self-despair. | thought this mornimgight do you some service if | tried to set fottle two
peaces, the peace of the devil and the peace of [@ayl God the Holy Spirit give discerning hearts to
all of you, that you may not be deceived by thespoous imitation of the waters of peace! May you
discern the counterfeit and reject it with indigaat And may you find the true peace at the feethef
Prince of Peace! Oh, for “the peace of God, whiabses all understanding”!

For my part, | should dread to give peace to aayopon any subject at the expense of the truth of
God. A temporary hope is ill purchased at the adstruel disappointment. A poor woman was the
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loving mother of an only son. He was very deardo ke fell sick, indeed, he was sick unto death bu
the mother could not bear to think so. She scrapgether the necessary fee for a physician andheh,
peace of heart she had when the trusted man camestirs and said to her, “Your son will recover.
There is no grave cause to fear. Nurse him cayefuid very soon he will be at his post again.” The
mother was restful of heart, for she believed thetar. Within a single day her son died and thasg$
of false peace were the wormwood and the gall offéction. It was a sad, sad pity to have raised
hopes for she cried, “Oh, if | had known that hes\gaing to die, | should not then so bitterly héslé
his loss! But | am grievously disappointed. How Idotlne doctor tell me he would live?” The physician
was either greatly mistaken, or else wished tolsotiie mother’'s manifest anguish. If the latter Wes
case, his untruthfulness was not wise. | canndbviokhe same course. It is a pity to create a peace
which is baseless. It is lamentable to me that aeyaf you should be slumbering in peace when a grea
danger is near which will cause that peace to faasa dream when one awakes. Avoid that peace
which will prove deceptive in the present and ruimdn the future; long for that which will keep you
heart and mind today and forever.

Follow me, | pray you, while | speak of the twarfes of peace set forth in my two texts.

|. First, there is THE DEVIL'S PEACE. The foul spikieeps things quiet in the heart over which he
rules; “When a strong man armed keeps his paldasegdods are in peace.” The heart of man is not
lawfully Satan’s palace, but he has made it sodpture. In his pride he loves to dwell in the midfst
this captured stronghold so that he may vaunt Hinoser the Most High from whom he has taken the
heart of His creature. Satan values a conqueredahuheart as a palace; he takes pleasure in
domineering over the soul which he has forciblyntaway from God. That he may dwell securely, he
covers himself with armor and he keeps constantiwahd ward. Hence the house is quiet, for his
watchful power puts down every token of mutiny agaihis tyranny. The Psalmist describes the
dreadful peace of the wicked in Psalm seventy-thf€kere are no bands in their death: but their
strength is firm. They are not in trouble as othezn; neither are they plagued like other men.”
Everything goes smoothly with the man who is leftthis fatal condition; “Their eyes stand out with
fatness: they have more than heart could wish.ughat would seem that they are really prospenng,
is not so; they are set in slippery places and thidlybe cast down unto destruction. There is reall
nothing enviable in the condition of the godlesst bverything pitiable. They cry, “Peace, peace,”
where there is no peace. What peace can there thede whose rebellions are so many? Satan makes
conscience lie still that his power may be confidnoeer the heart of the ungodly. | may be speaking
some here who are in good health, have a fair taadeenjoy credit with their neighbors and therefor
they have arearthly peace and care nothing about being at peace wath @y design shall be to
disturb that peace, for if it is the peace of teeild The sooner it is broken the better for thelso

This peace is often merely outward. Men put on the air of peace when they do not iteel their
hearts. You will often meet with irreligious men evtell you that they are perfectly happy and theiy a
What do they want with Christ? They feel themselakgsight; what need have they of a new birth?
They are getting on so well without God’s blessihgt they do not care to seek it. Their laughter is
loud, their jests are endless, and their cardggbily upon them. They appear to have no anxietytiie
faults of the past, the temptations of the presanthe recompenses of the future; and yet this@éa
all external. The crust of ice is hardly strong @gio to bear a fly. Follow them to their beds and se
their fear! Listen to them in a thunderstorm; desnt at sea in a tempest and you will find that ey
the victims of an awful dread. Some display a pezfcgheer bravado. They want $eem happy and
therefore they put on the mask of the merry Andrée plowboy, when he goes through the
churchyard, is afraid of ghosts and therefore Wéssto keep his courage up; and many who are loaded
with apprehension try to conceal it by those flipppaongs in which they boast of “driving dull care
away.” In the secret of their soul that same daliecsits on the throne of their hearts and is odiet
driven away by the ballad, the fiddle or the dafidese are often the slaves of misery who figurthas
children of mirth. Is it not so with many? When yrepeak of pleasure, it is from the teeth outwéod,
there is no Artesian well of joy springing from tlepths of their soul. They hold themselves uphas t
mirror of pleasure while their heart is breakinghamnutterable pain.
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In all who have not come to Christ and found pahoeugh His precious blootheir peaceis false.
Let them say what they will of it, it has no foutida or justification. They have no peace with God
it is written, “There is no peace, says my Godth® wicked.” The great God is the high contracting
party with whom peace must be made and if He disoiynn vain will a man pretend to possess it! A
sinner may say, “l am at peace as to God” butif tomes of forgetting or ignoring Him, it is a sor
sham. If a man has to forget God before he hasepdhat fact betrays a fatal secret. If the man, on
remembering God, is troubled, then his peace iegemwriting on the sand. Such peace is false peace
and what true man will solace himself with that @bhis false? Better know that we are at war, i g0,
than dote upon a peace which is a fool's paradisé,only exists in fancy. | had rather be woundahed i
thousand spiritual conflicts than be soothed irttoreal destruction by a false peace! Let my hopes b
slain by the sword of the truth of God rather tmmurished on the bread of lies. God forgive that we
should prophesy smooth things for ourselves wihiéegen of justice is signing our death warrant! One
prayer | often pray; “Lord, let me know the wor$tnoy case.” And though there is no great pleasure i
such a petition, | would suggest that all of yowwdd offer it. It can do you no harm. Pray with the
Psalmist, “Search me, O God, and know my heartmiey and know my thoughts: and see if there are
any wicked ways in me, and lead me in the way agérig.” See to it that you are not liars unto your
own souls.

To manythis peace comes through ignorance. They do not know those terrible truths which webul
make peace impossible. They know not that sindsaally viper and therefore they toy with it as wath
bird. They are scarcely conscious that they havensitted any sin worth mentioning, but if the ligsft
God'’s law were turned upon them they would seettiay are guilty before God and exceedingly vile.
They are not innocent, as they suppose, but goéfgre the living God! Let the Holy Spirit work &n
man a sense of sin and an expectation of judgnoecbrne and | guarantee you he will have no more
peace till he has fled for refuge to the hope sébie him in the gospel! If any of you are wrappgdn
a peace woven in the loom of ignorance, | pray Goday be torn to shreds! “But,” cries one, “Where
ignorance is peace, ‘tis folly to be wise.” No, r&t where peace is founded on ignorance, it iy fol
begetting folly! Oh, be wise, and drink not thelfs@ordial! Know your true condition even thoudtat
knowledge may cost you present loss of rest. T keen ignorant is one of Satan’s devices because
they are then easier to govern; he dreads thaslyould go where the gospel is preached! If anyoof y
are under Satan’s dominion, you are here this mgragainst your tyrant’s wishes. If he could haige h
way you would never come within earshot of God'sriNdEven now he will try to make you feel
drowsy and inattentive lest the arousing gospelikshawaken you. O my hearers, shun the ignorance
which fosters false peace and the false peace winehd make you content without the knowledge of
God! The devil greatly rejoices because in thegs da many ministers do not preach the gospelnSata
is glad if he can poison the stream at the fouhtand! He rejoices if he can make the preacheref th
gospel a mere moral essayist, or a talker of his iowentions, for then those who go to hear hini bel
in no danger of being driven by trouble of mindflpto Christ. | pray you, if you are wrapped in a
peace that will not bear the light of day, bestiugselves and escape from your perilous condition!

With many, however, it is not so much ignorancéhasghtlessness. Multitudes of persons know, if
they would know, but they make no use of their kisalge for they nevethink. What a pity to perish
forever from lack of consideration! A man has &degiven to him. He puts it in his pocket and doet
open it. He goes out tomorrow for his day’s pleasamd he promises himself that he will open thedet
on Tuesday, when the Bank Holiday is over. Suppogbat letter there should be a warning of some
plot against his life, or information of his motHeing at the point of death, or of the sudderegkof a
favorite child? What will he say to himself if h@ens that letter too late? The Bible is to manyaa m
God’s unopened letter. Alas, how little do men sleahe Scriptures! If they do read them, they do it
mechanically and do not think over their warningéy will not men think? Thoughtlessness is one of
Satan’s great nets in which he entangles manfelfievil can keep you from thinking, he will keeguy
from believing! If he can keep you in the giddy wiaf vicious pleasure, or even of idle levity, ban
make sure of you. Possibly he can effect his pwpdms getting you absorbed in politics, or parish
matters, or science, or business. Little does hewhich, so long as he can draw you off from tingk
of God and of your soul and of eternal things. Oh, thabuld draw a mighty bow and shoot some
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piercing shaft which would go over the wall andrgadleath to that traitor, False-Peace! How gladly
would I blow a blast most loud and break the spklihe Father of Lies and bring you from under his
fatal fascination!

This peace, in many cases, is dals®result of carnal security. Men say, “Well, well. We have not
been much troubled yet and why should we care? &Ve hved in sin and we have not suffered for it.
In fact, we have prospered through our contemscaiiples.” Of old, men said, “Since the fathers fel
asleep, all things continue as they were.” And yati@y cry, “No deluge of fire has broken out upmn
These Christians say that the earth and all thé&swairmen will be burned up and the very elemerilis w
melt with fervent heat! But we see no likelihooditbin the heavens there is no sign of the Somah;
no cloud, no great white throne; no token of thadgjuent! Everything goes on calmly enough; why need
we disturb ourselves?” Thus, like the sluggardhim Proverbs, they ask for a little more slumbereyrh
are willingly ignorant that once upon a time, iretblden days, it was so upon this earth and men
married and were given in marriage. And they atd dnank and were drunken; and as it was told them,
so it happened; for the flood came and swept thikmway! “When they shall say, Peace and safety,
then sudden destruction comes upon them.” Bewarse@of this generation, lest this happen unto you,
also, and the deluge of fire be upon you beforehmte escaped to Christ who alone is the ark dEsou
Will things always be as they have been? Can yosube of it? Are you not warned that it will not be
S0? Your eyes are not so clear as once they weret Mnbs are not so vigorous as once they were. If
there is no change in the world, there is a gréainge inyou during the last few years! Before
tomorrow’s sun has risen you may lie upon the Hedkeath! Therefore, | pray you, set it not to yseal
that you have much goods laid up for many yeansthis night your soul may be required of you. In a
moment shall you be troubled; the avenger shajl tkeough the window, though you think you have
made fast the door; and you shall not escape.Qs$iall not my voice disturb your wicked slumbers,
must you sleep on till the trumpet shall awaken, ymat to hope, but to condemnation? Soon shall He
come who now would save you, but then must condgmonto the place of everlasting banishment! O
Lord, have mercy upon those who are bewitched bgatasecurity! Break the enchantments of the
deceiver.

Some, again, have peace that comes of superstition. “Well,” they say, “we know that this is true
which has been spoken, but it does not bear upowe are all right; we were made members of Christ,
children of God and heirs of the kingdom of heaweaur infant baptism! We have been confirmed and
we have partaken of the holy communion. We havendtd our church, or we have gone to our
meeting-house with much regularity. Therefore wed that for us there is a sure hope.” O souls, bewa
of saying, “The temple of the Lord, the temple lo¢ t_ord, are these.” Joab, in the day when Solomon
executed the vengeance of God against him, insteeahfessing his fault and seeking mercy, hoped fo
safety in the sanctuary and therefore stood wihhlainds upon the horns of the altar. The tidingseca
to the king, “He is by the altar.” But the stermsnce was given, “Fall upon him, and bury him."dAn
so he perished in the holy place where God’s seenfias known to be offered. So will you die if you
do not trust in the Lord Jesus; even though yomdbkahould lie upon your baptism and your Lord’s
supper. No outward performance can enable youdpedse with inward repentance and faith. If your
heart is not right with God you shall perish wilte tsacramental bread in your mouth and go from the
baptismal waters to the fires of helll Beware of fpeace which is drawn from the stagnant pool of
superstition; it will carry death into your soul.

Alas, there is a peace which does not lie in blgetoo much, but in believing too littléInbelief
brings false peace to thousands. If Satan can persuade you that, after all, thlesgs are not so; if he
can lead you to disbelieve your Bible; if he camdlgou to think that there is no God, or thathdre is
a God, He takes no account of men, and will neaéirthem to judgment; then the arch-deceiver will
make sure of you, and keep his goods in peaceaigehyou, beware of that peace which is founded
upon the denial of those truths of God which yownaonscience teaches you. Sin must be punished
and if your peace is built upon the suppositiort thavill not be so, your foundation is even lessbie
depended upon than the sand. Hazard not your poul a lie!

| fear that many are kept in peace throegmpanionship. Hand joins in hand; the man would be
troubled, but he meets his old friend who is a skepnd he laughs his fears out of him. The woman
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gets home and talks with what she calls, “her tt&ghwho are as godless as herself; and she ikdiy t
tattle confirmed in her carelessness. O sirs, ydands cannot deliver you if you lose your souls
through their means! Choose rather as friends thwseroughly tell you solemn truths than those who
with excess of sweetness would flatter you to yewarlasting undoing. Once more, dear friends, | say
this; and may God make it come with power to sopeace caused by the devil is often the awful
prelude of the last tremendous storm. One who described to me the earthquake in thth smfuFrance
said, “That morning when we rose, | never saw mowely weather. Everything smiled deliciously
across the blue Mediterranean and the azure skywitheut a cloud. Suddenly, without a moment’s
warning, a tremor seized the earth and there wgeeat cry of men and women in their fright.” It
usually happens, before tremendous convulsionsatfre, that there is an ominous calm. You must
have noticed, a few minutes before a storm, howbyvétill everything becomes. The air is motiordes
the birds sit mute upon the bough; not a leafirsirsg, all is silent expectation. Deceive not yseif;
with wings of flame the tempest is hurrying on avidle you speak it bursts upon you; casting algjsi
into confusion and amazement. Before the last dresdcane of doom a soul may be asleep and all
around it there may be a deep calm. Beware of reertherous peace! Beware of insensibility! Your
unfeeling state should warn you that you are giwesr to destruction. In the higher and colder lals,
when men feel a sleepiness stealing over thenr, ¢beapanions stir them up and rub them and will not
let them slumber; for to sleep is to wake no mdilee man pleads, “Let me sleep a half-an-hour and |
shall be so refreshed.” Alas, if he sleeps he gtallll, for he will grow rigid in the death whicost
brings to one! Go on, wise friends, and compasseyahake him! Hurry him to and fro, or rub him
vigorously till he grows sore! | cannot get holdyaiu at this present hour with my hands, nor wduld
wish to give you a bodily shaking, but oh, thatould do thisspiritually and wake you up! | cannot
leave you to sleep your soul into perdition! Comveman, you must bestir yourself, you must quit this
fatal stupor, this deadly peace or else you wispaway from the world of hope, and wake up in the
dungeon of despair! | have now spoken as muchtask wise upon this terrible subject; may the Holy
Spirit bless it to you all! It is not mgpeaking; it is yourthinking which is now needed. The Lord move
you to holy thought!

II. Now we come to the second part of our discourse wgluich we hope to speak with far greater
pleasure. The Psalmist says, “The Lord will bless people with peace.” Here we have THE LORD’S
PEACE. | trust numbers of you are now enjoyingAtman of God lay dying, but he was very calm;
more; he was supremely happy! He filled the housh wheerfulness. All who came to see him,
knowing that he was about to die, as he well knawshlf, went away edified and comforted by the
interview with this thrice-happy man. One said tm *Friend, how is it that you have such peace®@’ H
answered, “l can see no ground or cause for it saige it is written, “You will keep him in perfect
peace whose mind is stayed on You, because he trugbu.”” Was not that a satisfactory reply? Ter
is a weight of argument in it. If your mind is stalyon God He will keep you in perfect peace. You
could not keep yourself in perfect peace in thertaduribulation, or faintness, or decay; but therd.
can keep you. When heart and flesh fail, God wellybur joy! Then shall you receive Christ’s legacy;
“Peace | leave with you, My peace | give unto ydudve that text because of the double view itegiv
of the Peacemaker. Here is a dying Savior makirsgwili and saying, “Peace | leave with you.” Hese i
the living Savior stretching out His hands and 8gyfMy peace | give unto you.” He has not onlyt lef
in His will, but He has given it with His hands.

Now, beloved, the peace that we should desir@$3gss is, first of alf peace which is a blessing;
“The Lord will bless His people with peace.” Fafssace is a curse, but to be soundly at peace vath G
is an unalloyed blessing and it brings no sorrothwti To fall back upon the Father’s bosom and shy
know that He Himself loves me and | know that Idddim”; to look up to Jesus and to say, “He loved
me and gave Himself for me”; to feel the movingtleé Holy Spirit and to yield ourselves up to His
influences; this is peace unspeakable! To haveuaorel with God; no, to have no difference between
His will and your own; this is a delightful expenze! Men may hate me, but if my God loves me, what
does it matter? | may feel the cut of sharp, ungareewords, but if my God speaks peace unto me, who
can make trouble? “He will speak peace unto Hipfegeand to His saints.” This is joy, indeed! Do you
know it?
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It is not only a blessing in itself, but it is &essing in its consequences. There is no man sdleum
as the man that is at perfect peace with God; hweisaat the blessing he enjoys! There is no man so
grateful. There is no man so courageous. There rmam so little affected by the world. There isnman
who bears suffering so patiently. There is no médo ws so ready for heaven as the man who is at
perfect peace with God and knows it! The peace a@d,Gvhich passes all understanding, is a sacred
guard to the soul; it shall keep our hearts anddsiioy Jesus Christ. The value of peace as keepeg t
heart and mind is exceedingly great. It wards @fsarts of evils and preserves us unto the dathef
Lord’s appearing. The more you enjoy peace with @uwal better. False peace is as stupefying and
deadly as opium. Even the smallest drop of thigpiey mixture may be mischievous to the spirit, and
you may soon imbibe so much of this false configetimat it may deaden the conscience and create a
fatal hardness of heart. But of God’s own peaceryay drink to the full and no harm will come of it!
You may be as happy in the Lord as possible anallldbe better for it. Get strong faith and eveh fu
assurance and it will never make you idle; it Wil a blessing and only a blessing to you all yaysd
“The Lord will bless His people with peace.”

Note, next, thathis peace only comes from God. “The lord will bless His people with peace.” You
cannot get that peace apart from the Lord him#al; of no use to try to work it out yourself. Ysay,

“I will get better. | will keep the law, | will dehis and do that”; you will never dig peace outlod soil

of your own works. You cannot spin peace out ofryown heart, as a spider spins her web. You must
go to the Lord for peace and there is only one imayhich you can go to Him; Jesus says, “I am the
way.” Go to the Father through Jesus Christ, bypitwer of the Holy Spirit! Trust the Father, rest i
Christ, yield to the Holy Spirit and you shall hate peace that God gives! O dear hearers, if poldc
come and talk with me and | could comfort you, ight be of no use to you. If you could go to some
full-fledged priest and he could absolve you, ightionly be one of the darkest of delusions. Bybii

go to God and get His peace, that peace is sokidading; it is founded on eternal truth! It is
guaranteed by the God of holiness! It is judgetidcsound by the judge of all the earth! Here weehav
peace from lips that cannot lie, peace from a hehrth cannot change, peace through the blood which
has made a full atonement! | pray you, seek thexc@eand make sure of it. You see how spiritua, it i
for you must come to God for it and you can onlyneao Him in spirit and in truth. You see how #éttl

it depends upon externals, upon chapel-going, orathgoing; it is only by apiritual approach to God
that this blessing can be obtained. Come to thel laod Giver of peace. Come to Jesus who is our
peace! Oh, may the divine Spirit lead you to coméddsus now, at this moment, for in coming to Him
you shall receive rest! Plead now this promise;&Tlord will bless His people with peace.”

This peace comes only to His own people; “The Lord will bless His people with peace.” He il
never bless those with peace who remain in releligainst Him. “The wicked are like the troubled
sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast upanualirt.” Say, are you one of His people? Are you
loyal to the Prince Emmanuel? If so, the Lord hasdint you with His precious blood and you are His.
The Lord will bless His blood-bought people andssathem to be His by power as well as by price. Do
you rest in Christ alone? Is the atoning sacrifioar soul’s great hope? If so, you have been begott
again unto that lively hope by the resurrectionJe$us Christ from the dead, and the Lord will bless
with peace His people who have risen with His owardSon. If you have the faith of God’s elect, you
are one of His elect! If you have done with sdif tvorld and sin as the main desire of your hean,
are among His people. If you yield yourself to Godive unto Him, then you are one of His peopld an
the Lord will bless you with peace. The more clgsgu cling to the Lord Jesus, the clearer and full
will your peace be.

Do you belong to Him so that He can call you ohelis people? “Well,” says one, “I belong to the
church.” That is a secondary matter. Many are @wiible church who do not belong to God. “Oh, but
| belong to such-and-such a place of worship wetiikn for spiritual life.” So you may, and yet na b
one of the Lord’s people, for tares grow amongltést of the wheat. Say, O heart, do you trust alone
Jesus the Savior? Have you given yourself overeo liord, to be your own no longer? Are you
affianced unto Christ, your all to be His and yalirto be His bride? Then the Lord will bless yoithw
abundance of peace. Here is a practical statesemif it is not true.
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Notice, again, that this igeace in the time of tempest and peace after storm. Read over again this
29" Psalm; it is the Psalm of the thunderstorm. Heav the voice of God thunders through it from end
to end. The great cedars of Lebanon are splitpthantains are moved, the wilderness of Kadesh is
shaken and the trembling hinds drop their younghsir fright! The whole earth rocks beneath the
tremendous Voice and is lit up with flames of tlghining of the Lord. Yet the Psalm ends with those
gracious words; “The Lord will bless His peoplehlwieace.” Some of us enjoy our greatest peace when
the Lord is abroad and the thunders roll like drumthe march of the God of armies. We feel a nagptu
as we perceive that our Father is very near asgaaking so that we hear His voice. In spirituaires
that voice is our comfort and after the tempestsaaer the Lord speaks a sweet hush to the hefarts o
His children. He allays our fears while He whispéltsis I, be not afraid.” Brothers and sistersuywill
have many a tempest between here and heaven,fow bige tempest, through the tempest and after the
tempest, “The Lord will bless His people with peace

As | turned my text over last night, it seemedrte to be a very wonderful passage. It is a sort of
revolving text, like a gun which is always loadatamay be perpetually discharged. It is a flowing
fountain, ever beginning with fresh streams. “Tlwed_will bless His people with peace.” We have had
peace with God those 40 years, yes, but we haveraige of peace faioday. Suppose we should live
another 40 years? We shall still have the same ismrfiThe Lord will bless His people with peace.” |
should like an everlasting check from some milliomaunning thus; “So often as this check is présgn
at the bank, pay the bearer what he asks.” Fewopgnsossessed of such a document would fail to put
in an appearance at the bank! We should be regidaors! O you children of God, you have such a
promissory note in the text before you! The Lord badless, boundless peace within Himself and when
you have long enjoyed peace with Him you may gblita again and say, “Lord, renew my peace. | am
troubled, but You are unmoved; bless me with Yoeage.” When you are rich and find that riches
bring cares, bring these to your God who will bless people with peace. When you are poor, do the
same. When children are born to you and with themecfamily cares, take the new burden to the Lord,
for He gives peace. And if the children die and yaep as your young shoots are cut off, still tiarn
the Lord and believe that He will bless you witlape. If you grow sick, yourself, and the tokensof
deadly disease appear upon you, still be calmH®mwill bless you with peace. When you must go
upstairs and lie down upon your last bed to risenaoe, then, even then, the Lord will bless yolthwit
His ever-living peace! And when you wake up atgband of the last trump the Lord will still keepuyo
in perfect peace. “There remained a rest for thepleeof God.” This is always the heritage of His
believing ones; “Being justified by faith, we hapeace with God.” Whatever shall befall our race
according to the dark page of prophecy. Whateveerodr shall break forth throughout the endlesssag
of the yet-to-be, the Lord will bless His peoplewpeace! Take this truth of God home to your heart
and live upon it and you may dwell perpetuallyhe presence of the King.

| have done when | have said the following wofkisst, let us inquire whether we are resting on a
false or a true foundation. Am | addressing a sgearto this Tabernacle, here today for the firsiet? |
would not wish to do you anything but real good satll should like to search you to the foundatisn.
your hope built on a false peace? Then | would tkeverthrow it and leave no stone upon another.
Refuges of lies must be swept away before refujeivine grace will be sought. If you take shelter
behind “a bowing wall and a tottering fence,” | idwdlesire to find a hand towards sending it over, f
it will go before long, and it had better go whyleu can seek another shelter. You will never beaon
right foundation until you are off the wrong ones ldng as your happiness and peace are false and ye
are fair to look upon, you will not seek true péatikeerefore, | would break the idols to shivers!li\Wi
you look to this? Will you give over being too sex2i May | ask you to accept nothing as a ground of
comfort which is not true? Do not believe in a sggwhich is only of temporary value. Believe atal
truth and seek eternal life. Do not wrap yoursbii with a comfort which you dare not prove arst.te
If you dare not examine it to the very bottom, awath it! If it will not bear the closest searclealve it
to those who can afford to run great risks, for gannot. If you dare not think about your statej gan
be sure that there is something wrong with it. Wialkhe light of God and have no fellowship with
unfruitful hopes which are works of darkness.
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May | entreat you, when you have laid these thimgkeart, to seek at once to have close dealings
with God? Do not say, “I will begin searching theriftures.” That is a good thing in itself, butyibu
rest in Scripture reading and do not gddod Himself, your Bible may be made a stumbling stone for
your soul! Do not say, “I shall attend more religgoservices.” This, also, may be well, but religiou
services will ruin you if you put them in the plaskepersonal dealings with God! Your living soulsha
personally to do with the living God. Come to HIMg morning if you have never been before. Come at
once. Delay no more! Do you shrink? Do you wanirdroduction? Do you need a friend to go with
you to heaven’s high court? Behold, the Son of @ads to be your Mediator and Intercessor! Come to
the Father through the Son and you will in no vidisecast out!
Get a hope, O my hearer, which will last you te ldst! Get a hope which you can die with! | charge
you by the living God and by Christ Jesus, who willely come to judge the quick and dead, get a
confidence which will endure the test of death,gment, and eternity! Seek to have “boldness in the
Day of Judgment.” No small matténis. Make sure work for the day of trial. How can yoel sure
unless your trust is built upon the foundation wh@®od Himself has laid? Behold the all-sufficient
sacrifice! Rest in the divine expiation, the Lanidrsfrom the foundation of the world.
But can we be sure?” cries one. There are thogsaihds who possess the assurance of a child-like
faith. We could not rest a minute if we were notesin such a matter! | could not be content with a
salvation which did not give me certainty in my lsdar sin is real and | must have real pardon; my
trouble of heart is real and | must have real awrice in a Savior! My inward sinfulness is real and
must have a real new birth unto holiness. In thewdaen | took hold of Christ Jesus my Lord, | found
Him such real peace that | knew and was persuddede is able to save. If any call me a dogmaditist,
plead guilty to the charge. | must dogmatize whamlsure! | cannot live without being certain! Doub
in this matter is death! | accept my Lord’s atonathérest on it and | find peace to my soul. “Ifjut,”
“perhaps”; those are daggers in my heart! Whetbeascomfort to any soul in what he does not know to
be true? The sap and substance of consolatiom libei certainty of the truth believed. If you a n
sure, never rest till you are! Once know assuréaly God is good to Israel and that He will bless H
people with peace and then go on to enjoy as mitttabpeace as your soul can hold! Sing both yy da
and by night. “Rejoice in the Lord always and agasay, Rejoice.” As for me, | know whom | have
believed and the resolve of my soul is to magnifylrard, world without end;
“Down from above the blessed Dove
Is come into my breast
To witness Your eternal love,
And give my spirit rest.
My God, I'll praise You while | live,
And praise You when | die,
And praise You when | rise again,
And to eternity.”

Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON; Psalm 73,29.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK?”; 734, 715, 726.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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