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“And you shall make a plate of pure gold, and engewupon it, like the engravings of a signet,
HOLINESS TO THE LORD. And you shall put it on a blilace, that it may be upon the miter;
upon the forefront of the miter it shall be. And ghall be upon Aaron’s forehead that Aaron
may bear the iniquity of the holy things, which thehildren of Israel shall hallow in all their
holy gifts; and it shall be always upon his foreh, that they may be accepted before the Lord.”
Exodus 28:36-38.

DEAR friends, | must begin by reminding you that are not in this place dealing with unconverted
men in their sins but with God’s people Israel it holy things. | say this because we must never
forget that “without shedding of blood there is rnission of sin.” And when we are dealing with
certain types it must be understood that the bleasldone its essential work. Even a high priesh ali
his “glory and beauty,” could not put away sin a$obe God without reference to the shedding of tloo
The atonement is supposed to have been offered-e-fleple have been purified and brought near by
the appointed offerings.

But now, here comes the point with which this tygmncerns itself. They are God’s people and
therefore they come to Him with their gifts andrtkafferings—these alone can draw near to Him or
will even care to do so. But how shall they dravaméor even after being reconciled by the blocglyth
continue to sin? There is iniquity even in theidyhthings! How shall they come to God without
someone to stand between them who shall continlefr for them the iniquity of the “holy things
which they shall hallow in all their holy gifts"?h€re is need of one who is “able to save them o th
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He kves to make intercession for them.” That sacred
person is provided by God in Christ Jesus our laord thus the way to present acceptable sacrifise ha
been made clear for all the blood-washed peop{eaaf! Aaron in his glorious attire was thgeof the
living Christ who presented unto God the sacrificdsHis people. Their faults in worship and
fellowship he is made to bear and so their giftd prayers are accepted before a holy God. Remember
of what we are now speaking—not about the way wigimg the guilty sinner, at first, near to God, fo
that is by theéblood alone—but the way of rendering the pardoned am#inuallyacceptable to God in
his daily service of thanksgiving, prayer, praisé#or and consecrated substance which he gladig®ri
to the Most High.

Aaron, for this purpose, was set apart beyonataker priests. They wore their plain white raiment
of hallowed service, but he wore garments “for gland for beauty.” As | said in the reading of the
chapter, how glorious, how beautiful is the Lorduke in the eyes of God! Let me now add how
beautiful is He inour eyes! The unveiled sight of Him will be our heav@ur present view of Him is
our salvation, comfort, strength and sanctificatioh, the glory of Christ! Often have | cried to dGio
prayer, “| beseech You, look not on me, my God, Ibok upon the face of Your Anointed! Did You
ever see the like of Him? Is He not altogether Ilp¥e You? Even the poor, half-opened eyes of Your
servants have seen enough beauty in the Lord desawish their hearts and hold every affection in
glad captivity. Look You, O God, upon Him, for inrhlyou are always well-pleased—

‘Him and then the sinner see:
Look through Jesus’ wounds on me.”

Why was the high priest so adorned for glory analbg? We need such a high priest, but stop! Paul
does not so put it. He says, “Such an high pbesame us(Heb 7:26). It was becoming for us to have
this glorious high priest thus splendidly array&dhen | thought over that saying of the apostle, it
seemed to me that if the high priest had been edverthashes—if He had been dressed iags—He
might have seemed such a high priest as would bsfiBut God thinks not so—He has said, “Take
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away the filthy garments from Him. Let them seta miter upon His head.” He has covered us with a
robe of righteousness and we are comely with Hmatimess which He has put upon us. And we are
such in God'’s sight that it is becoming that we wtmot be represented by a high priest in sordid
garments, but by one who is dressed in “gold, dod,kand purple, and scarlet, and fine linen.” What
great things God thinks of His elect! What a higitgp He puts upon His redeemed! His delight isisa H
saints. He takes more solace in them that fear tHan in all creation besides. “Unto you that bediev
Christ is precious”™—but you that believe are alsecpus to Him! Does He not say, “Since you were
precious in My sight, you have been honorable”?rétoge none but an honorable and glorious person
shall represent the chosen. Let us humbly rejaictheé glory and beauty of Him who takes our place
before the infinite Jehovah—

“Jesus, in You our eyes behold

A thousand glories more

Than the rich gems, and polished gold,

The sons of Aaron wore.”
| thank God that though the meanest and vilestlloH& creatures because of my sin, yet He who
represents me to God is neither mean in persornvil®rin apparel but He is altogether perfect in
Himself and altogether beauteous in His array. Takafort from this thought to begin with. You will
needsuch consolation for | am going to remind you efywvuncomfortable truths.

Let us consider first sad subject=Fhe iniquity of the holy things which the childref Israel shall
hallow in all their holy gifts.” And then, secondlye shall dwell upoma glad subject=HOLINESS TO
THE LORD shall be upon Aaron’s forehead, that Aamwaty bear the iniquity of the holy things. It shall
always be upon his forehead, that they may be seddpefore the Lord.” May God, the Holy Spirit,
open up the type before us and also open our hiearseive its teaching!

l. First, consider A SAD SUBJECT—"The iniquity of thely things which the children of Israel
shall hallow.”

They weré‘holy things: Despite the iniquity, their offerings were hallowadd holy! This is a
precioussaving clause. Our prayers, our praises, our service dd—&hese are holy things—albeit
iniquity attaches to them. They are holy as to Gamdinance, for He has ordained them for His glory
He has bid us serve Him. He has bid us draw neprayer. He has also said—*‘Whoever offers praise
glorifies Me.” When we do what God bids us, the iacholy because it is done in obedience to the
divine ordinance.

Such deeds are holy as to the divine design,Hersiacrifices which the Israelites brought were
meant to set forth Christ and His glorious work—#fere they were holy. They were meant to be
tokens of our gratitude, love, dedication, homadeerdfore they are holy. The great Father teaches us
much precious truth by every institution of the eaitacle, the temple and the gospel church—and
therefore obedience to each ordinance is holy.

These deeds were often holy in the intent of theshipper. When he brought his turtle doves, or his
lamb, or his bullock he intended, if he was nobgdther outside of spiritual worship, to exercieal r
reverence, true allegiance and sincere gratitud&dd—and thisintent was holy. Our God is so
gracious as to call His people’s love, His peopfaith, His people’s labor, His people’s patientely
things” because He sees how truly their heartsrel¢lat they should be! He knows what is holy and
what is not holy—and though there is defilementubaur holy things, yet holy things they are if
sincerely presented, for the Lord God calls thelrBsessed be His name!

But although “holy things,there was iniquity upon all of theamnd | shall not confine myself to the
case of the Israelites, but shall speak of our case. Did we ever do anything yet that had not some
spot of iniquity upon it? Is not our repentancedeméll, but poor stuff compared with what it ougbt
be? Is not unbelief mixed with our faith? Has not tove a measure of lukewarmness in it? Did you
ever sing unto the Lord with pure, reverent praised-without there being some forgetfulness of the
God to whom you sang? | have never prayed a prggerwith which | have felt content. From my first
prayer till now | have need of grace to cover mgrgtomings at the mercy seat. No act of consearatio
no act of self-sacrifice, no rapture of fellowshipp height of spirituality has been without its
imperfection! If even the apostles on the mountrahsfiguration feared as they entered into thedlo
and wandered in their speech, not knowing what Haag, it is no strange thing that we are like tHéy
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we ourselves see much to regret, what must thee@od behold? Sadly do | say, in the language of
the hymn—

“If I sing, or hear, or pray,

Sin is mixed with all | do.”

Furthermoresome of these sins are appareimtdeed, many of them are painfully before our own
eyes. Brothers and sisters, | need not enlarge appomissions—how we omit to pray. How we forget
to study the Word with intelligent care. How we aeeniss in keeping up daily fellowship with God.
How slow we are in serving. How impatient in suffigr How backward in alms-giving. How apt to
compromise with the world! If the Lord should mankquity, who among us could stand? When you
think of what you haveot done, who among you can talk about perfection® ttot so much sins of
commission that trouble some of us—for by God’'scgrave are, for the most part, kept from such
transgressions—»but sins omissionbear terrible withess against us. Who can nuntn® Who can
escape their accusing voice? You have done well-eymit to have done much better. You have done
much—you might have done far more. You have givegly, but have you ever given all that you have
like the poor woman with her two mites, which watkher living? O brothers and sisters, if we have
any idea of what the height of the standard ofriess is we shall be far more inclined to lament our
failures before God than to vaunt our holiness teefoen!

But | will dwell upon the iniquity of those holhings which wedo attend to. The phrase used in my
text troubles me—I felt laid in the dust before Gaxll thought of it—"“The iniquity of the holy thisg
is a terrible phrase to me. If the Lord sees irtiqun ourholy things, what iniquities there must be in our
unholythings! If even that which God calls holy stillshmiquity about it—how vile must that be which
even divine condescension coutet call holy—which even our own conscience could tiois
describe! Let us look into this sad matter. Do ypewer feel great dullness and deadness in holg$Rin
One of my brothers behind me said to me one Sabbathing, “We come here from business dull and
dead, but you seem always to be full of holy lifedropped a tear when | got away from him, to khin
that he should have an opinion of me which | cowdtipretend to deserve. Alas, beloved, we know what
it is to kneel down and feel as if we could notypthough we had then most need to wrestle at the
throne of God! We know what it is to read our Bjlddet we might as well have read a newspaper for al
the desire of our heart to the truth of God. Hawa gver felt almost unwilling to worship God? | am
sure some of you do when you so readily stay away fpublic worship because of a little rain, or a
slight headache, or some other excuse of the Kodr willing absence is an outward and visible sign
of the lack of inward and spiritual grace. Whendeecome to the house of God, do we always find our
heart in the Lord’s ways? At the hour of prayer ame eager and earnest? Do not our spirits need
whipping to devotion? Toward the business of theldvave can fly like eagles—but in coming to God
we creep like snails—

“Our souls, how heavily they go
To reach eternal joys!”
This is one of the common sins of our holy thingaekl of life, lack of energy, lack of joy in the lcor

When you get over this, have you not full oftenctinfess a lack of reverence? We pray, my
brethren, and we address God as “Holy! Holy! Hollgtit do we veil our faces with awe in His sacred
presence? If we had a true sense of His holinegglany, would not our sense of imperfection humble
us in the dust? Alas, we draw near to God withliggr but in our spirit we are flippant, impertineand
comparatively careless! Are we ever as fully comssiof the divine Majesty as we ought to be? We
sing His praises and think rather of the music tb&arthe worship. We use the language of prayer
without an adequate sense of what we are saying.nis so? The Lord God is in heaven and we are
upon earth—He is perfect and we are full of sin—Howly should be our behavior! Is it so? We would
prize the Savior far more as our Mediator if we hatkeper feeling of reverence for the thrice ltadbyl
to whom we approach by Him. Do you not too muchifathis respect in your holy things? When you
come to the Lord’s table tonight, may you come it holy thoughtfulness by which you may discern
the Lord’s body—but you have not always done so-#gou have, you are far in advance of your
pastor! It is true we pay no superstitious reveeettcthe material substances of bread and wine, but
before Him whom they symbolize we bow in lowliestrahip and with subdued spirits we eat of this
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bread and drink of this cup. | fear in this holynth we may not always have been so spiritual, so
concentrated, so withdrawn from the world or sediwith holy affection as we ought to have been.

| have to complain—and | suppose you do, also—thamndering thoughts will intrude in my
prayers, my study of the Word, my sacred song, hoyoe meditation—indeed, even in ministering the
Word among you | find my mind roaming. | cannot \denif you have wandering thoughts in hearing
my poor words, for | cannot even hold my own miadhitem as | would! Yet, as far as it is my Lord’s
Word which | proclaim, it is an unholy thing for i be making room in our minds for other things
while the truth of God is being spoken. Oh, thatosald tie our thoughts to the cross and nevemallo
them to go further than where they can constardlyehHim in view! Sabbath worship, how holy and
how precious it is when the soul is at home withd@ors shut and none within but God! But when our
minds are all over the place, climbing the hillsvahity, or diving into the abysses of care, theis ill
with us! If you bring your children on your backianyour pew, or if you keep on jingling the keys of
your cupboards, or if all your ledgers and your-dapks seem spread out before you and all youddiel
and your spoiling hay are on your minds—surely scmimmon care will spoil your holy exercises and
prevent you from enjoying the repose of the daythedsanctity of the holy assembly!

Too often, | am afraid; the best of God’'s peodiyphe hypocrite in a measure. Have we not in
public prayer spoken beyond our experience? Havaovseemed very earnest, when, in truth we were
working ourselves up to fervency rather than spegkiecause our hearts were on fire? It is an awful
thing to be more glib than gracious! Our own brethsoon discern the imitation of fervency. | can, a
the prayer meetings, readily tell when the brothgraying and when he is onperforming or playing
at prayer! You know how it is with some prayers—tlae like an invoice, “as per usual,” or a list of
goods with “ditto, ditto” every here and there. @dr, a living groan! One sigh from the soul has enor
power in it than half an hour’s recitation of pyeftious words! Oh, for a sob from the soul or a tea
from the heart—a dewdrop of heaven’s own life! Miag Lord help us to get rid of all seeming—this it
is which, to a degree, defiles our sacrifices.

| have to complain also—and | fear many here walde to complain even more than | do—of lack
of faith in prayer. We plead with God an exceedingteat and precious promise and we think we
believe it when we do not more than half trustttdfiGod wanted to surprise His people, all He \dou
have to do would be to answer certain of their erey-for these are offered as a matter of courde wit
no idea of their being heard! | think | have sew@g sort of thing in many good brethren in anofioem.
They say, “Here is a wonderful thing! | prayed guch-and-such a thing and the Lord has given it to
me.” Is that wonderful? You are on strange termth vdod when it becomes a marvel to you that He
keeps His promise! | like better the utterance & good woman, who, when her friend said, “It is
wonderfull” replied, “Yes, in one sense it is worfdé but not as you mean it. It is not wonderfat f
God to fulfill His promises—it is just like Him.tlis just like the Lord to hear His people’s prated
friends, our lack of faith has done more mischeetis than all the devils in hell and all the heen
earth! Some cry out against the Pope and otheiasagegnostics—but it is our own unbelief which is
our worst enemy! If we could kill Old incredulitye could soon rout all the rest of the devil's ar@f
for more faith that our unbelief might not mar twaly things!

Suppose we do not fail in any of these respectsyeadoknow what often happens? Well, after the
private prayer is done, or the public worship ismwr the preaching, or the visiting of the siéls lbeen
performed, we sit down and inwardly say, “Yes, dl dnat uncommonly well, | know | did. | was
wonderfully helpful’—which, being interpreted, oftaneans, “I am a fine fellow.” Then we rub our
hands and say to ourselves, “And the wonder is hatrat all proud! Thank God | am never tempted in
that direction. | have too much common sense. ikwhat a poor creature | am”—and so on and so on.
Thus we do our utmost to coat over our good deetls the slime of self-conceit. This is to pour
filthiness upon our sacrifice and make it an abatam in the sight of the Lord!

Beside this, there generally mingles with the @@dcontempt of others. Our endeavors to go up lead
us to push others down. We have brought a bullockvee patronizingly say, “I like to see those poor
people over yonder bring their pigeons and theiredol am glad that they do something, though sbis
much less than I.” This often means, “It makes mwjldeck look bigger when the turtle doves and
pigeons are seen by way of contrast. No doubt thosd people are doing their best—but yet, | think
they tried, they might have done better. At ang, rathave far exceeded them.” O foolish one! What
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have you to do with your brother’s sacrifice? Whght have you to compare yourself with another?
What have you that you have not received? And uf lyave received it, why do you boast as though you
had not received it? But enough of this!

These are only a few of the iniquities of our htilings which we can see. Beside thekere are
many imperfections of our service which we do mbice because we are not spiritual enough to discern
them. But God sees them. Bring me a needle. The hgghly polished needle. What an instance of
human skill to make so small an implement so brightabsolutely smooth! Bring me that microscope! |
have just now put the wing of a butterfly undefTihat is God’s work and, as | enlarge it, | disaone
imperfection—but more and more of marvelous beattyat butterfly’'s wing under the microscope
becomes most wonderful and | worship God as | ggeen His handiwork. Take the butterfly away,
now, and put your needle in its place. What? Why itk a rough bar of iron which has never been
smoothed or polished! This is wretched workmanshigloes not seem fit for delicate work. Such is
man’s manufacture—the best of it. When God puts yoayers and my sermons under His microscopic
eye, they are not at all what we thought they wieug quite the reverse! This ought to humble us/@s
come before the presence of the All-Seeing One.

These imperfections in our holy things are so gnevthat they should prevent any one of our
works, or offerings, or prayers being accepted ketbe thrice-holy GodHe is so pure that He cannot
endure that which is defiled! He is so perfect tHatcannot enter into fellowship with that whiclsrea
blemish! We must bring that which erfectfor it to be accepted in itself—and we hanahingof our
own that is perfect. And therefore, were it nottfog great high priest, of whom | am about to spesak
should be cut off from every kind of acceptance@nmunion with God. We have nothing which God
can accept—

“Our best is all defiled with sin:
Our all is worth nothing.”

II. Secondly, we have now to consider a glad subjectrd-belp me to speak of it aright! The glad
subject is that a high priest was provided througgom the iniquity of Israel’s holy things could be
purged and the holy things themselves could besplgaunto God. What was donetypehas also been
done inreality.

Consider, then, th&od provided the high priesit was ordained that he should be a man penfect i
his person. Any defect that could be seen of eydjamd, or foot disqualified him from being high
priest—and secret faults which could not be obskbxehis fellow men equally disqualified him. Inrou
Lord Jesus there is no defect, open or secret.vEhdict of Pilate was true—"I find no fault in this
Man.” He was tempted in all points but He nevensithin any point. The piercing eyes of the printe o
this world found nothing in Him. He is perfect asmlHe can be high priest unto God.

The man had to be chosen of God. Aaron was so.gBmted him to that high office and even so
our Lord is God’s elect in whom His soul delightéie Lord says, “I have exalted one chosen out@f th
people.” Christ is ordained of God and by divinghauty He stands as high priest for us.

This man had to be anointed for his work. Aarors waointed with oil, but our Lord was anointed
with the Holy Spirit. We could not have a betteghipriest, nor could His anointing be more
complete—He was anointed with the oil of gladndssva His fellows. If we had to choose and we had
the wisdom of God granted us to make the choicesaudd only say, “LetHim stand for us, for there is
none like He.” blessed be God, we have precisaytbh priest that we need!

This high priest was altogether given up to hisgleoOnly a word here. He has a heart—his
people’s names are on the breast-plate which catvetde has shoulders—his people’s names are
written on his shoulder-pieces and thus he lenesithis power. He has feet—there were no sandals for
the priest—he ministered barefooted before God. YBgcause it is the only way in which the Lord
can be worshipped according to His repeated comwdRdt off your shoes from off your feet, for the
place whereon you stand is holy ground.” Christ ¢i@en to us the heart of His love, the shoulddrs o
His strength, and the feet of His humiliation. “lé®ed me and gave Himself for me.” But, you observe
that his head is left. Ah, well, he must give us head. The power to think is supposed to dwethén
temples and the forehead. The golden plate covkaeon’s forehead from temple to temple and it was
always conspicuous there. Thus Christ has giveilispthought, His judgment, His mind, His every
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faculty to His people. He is all ours! The highgsti reserved nothing of himself—he gave all of leiins
to all his people. Christ is ours. From head td tde serves us personally and constantly.

The point | want to bring out most prominentlythss—the high priest boréthe iniquity of the holy
things” You and | have been guilty of iniquity in our halyings—we have said enough upon that
humbling subject. But here is our joy—that Jesum$dd all! Putting on His heavenly miter, markexd a
“HOLINESS TO JEHOVAH,” He bears for us the iniquityrhe Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us
all.” “He was made sin for us, who knew no sin.islta wonderful mystery, the transference of sid an
of merit—it staggers human reason—faith alone apmds it! How can the guilty be accounted
righteous? How can the perfectly righteous one bdarsin? Mysterious these things are, but they are
true and the Word of God is full of declarationghes effect. In this truth of God lies the one bay
sinners! All the iniquity of our holy things our ke Jesus has borne and it is no longer imputed wsito

As He stood before God, though He bore the inygaftthe people, yeHe exhibited to God no
iniquity! And on His forehead was writte“"HOLINESS TO JEHOVAH.”

Notice that He bore before God holiness most pteei-in token whereof, in type, the engraving
was inscribed upon a plate of pure gold. The rigid@ess of Christ is more precious to God thathall
mines of gold in the whole world! His righteousnesas absolutely perfect—therefore there was
nothing on that plate of gold but “HOLINESS TO JEYA&H.” There was no iniquity inHis holy
things—His holiness was conspicuous and undeniabllehene on the forefront of His miter. That
holiness of His was permanent. It was not paintedthmt sheet of gold—it was engraved like the
engraving of a signet. Christ's righteousness wdlither wash out nor wear out. Engraved in
incorruptible gold, His righteousness shines glaslg and never loses its virtue. It retains itshpement
perfection before the Lord. And as it was preciquesfect, permanent, so it was peculiar—for it was
merely holiness, but “HOLINESS TO JEHOVAH.” Chrisas wholly dedicated to Jehovah! It was His
meat and His drink to do the will of Him that séfim. His one thought was to glorify the Father. And
that holiness of His was prominent—although it waslis secret heart, it was also on His brow where
even His enemies were forced to see it and honbr éverything He thought, said, did, or sufferele,
was evermoreHoliness to Jehovah

One thing more | want you to notice and that &t the high priest always wore it“And it shall
always be upon his forehead.” He is always “Holin&s God” on our behalf. Our Lord Jesus Christ
never shifted His character, never ceased to benast of the Host High and never ceased to be
perfectly obedient to Him whom He came to serve.eDwpon these things. If that plate were once
taken off, the high priest could no longer offietlatand if Christ were once to lay aside His
righteousness on your behalf you would not be a@ecepyour holiness is not always on your brow, but
His holiness is always on the forefront of His mitnd therefore you are always accepted in the
beloved! How | delight to speak of this truth! Thas a flood of infidelity in the church of God diay,
and it often rushes against the doctrine of impanatin fact, imputed righteousness has been kicked
down the aisles of most of our places of worshipeaitnot be endured! Yet we believe in it all theeno
for this! Listen to my text, “It shall always be aiphis forehead, thatheymay be accepted before the
Lord.” Weare accepted because of somethinglim. It is not what is upowur forehead, but what is
upon His forehead that makes us and our offeringlset accepted! We are accepted in the beloved,
justified by His righteousness.

| cannot preach about this matter as | would,lgg you to think it over. The Lord Jesus by His
holiness secures our personal acceptance and likeacteptance of our holy things. Our prayers are
accepted, our tears are accepted, our zeal istadcapd our patience is accepted—to God therevis no
sweet music in our praises. In very deed God asamjgt sermons, our Sunday school teaching, our trac
distribution, our almsgivings to the poor, our adnitions to His cause.

Our holy work is now viewed with divine favor. Wifou not offer more and more of these holy
things since they are, in very deed, accepted ins€ChThrough His glorious righteousness we are
favorably regarded of the Lord—there is no quesébaut it. First God accepts and then He accepts
our holy things The Lord is pleased with all we do for Him becatte is pleased with His Son. When
He sees our iniquity He turns His eyes away an#tdam that perfect holiness which shines upon the
forehead of the Well-Beloved! Our Lord is that akghich sanctifies both the giver and the gift. God
grant us to know the comfort of this truth!
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Now that | have taught you the main doctrine eftitpe | desire to bring forth one or two lessons.

The first is, see hera lesson of humilityWe always want to be growing in this divine grace
brothers and sisters, take each of us—we are lwyehas proud as Lucifer—and if we do not happen to
be flaming with pride just now, there is enoughindler in the tinderbox of our heart to get up azkel of
pride within five minutes! We do not need the devrilour friends to flatter us—we can do that bussne
better than any of them. We have a very fine opiibourselves. But what have we to flatter oursglv
about? Nothing! Bring out here this morning all ydwly things and enlarge upon their excellence.
Bring out your diaries from the time of your consien until now and read the record of your good
deeds. There is iniquity in them all! | have heafda good man who lay dying. He thought he would
examine his life and sort out his actions—Ilaying d¢@od deeds on his right hand and his sins olettis
hand. He went on with the sorting for a little tifnet very soon he perceived that they were so much
alike—the good and the bad—that he felt sick ofrtfal. He then determined to bind them all up ie on
bundle and throw them overboard—and trust to eh&aven by free grace alone! This was a very
sensible decision! O friends, our good works, if lewe them up in store and value them as jeweld, wil
like the manna in the wilderness, very soon breedng and stink! There is enough rottenness in our
best performances to make them offensive to amgleelned conscience! Oh, that this fact—that even
our holy things are tainted—may be the death wawhaur pride!

In the next placdearn the awful hazard of going unto God without bigh priest Our forehead
will be leprous if we dare offer sacrifice withatlme high priest who wears the golden plate of lesn
to the Lord upon His forehead. | am not going tpaxd the passage, but | will simply read to you 2
Chronicles 26:15-20. Uzziah was a commendable &mthhe did that which was right in the sight of the
Lord—"His name spread far abroad; for he was manaly helped, till he was strong. But when he was
strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction:he transgressed against the Lord his God waard
into the temple of the Lord to burn incense upamititense altar. “And Azariah the priest went ieaf
him, and with him fourscore priests of the Lordattlvere valiant men: and they withstood Uzziah the
king, and said unto him, It appertains not unto,ydmaziah, to burn incense unto the Lord, but to the
priests, the sons of Aaron, that are consecratdalitio incense: go out of the sanctuary; for youehav
trespassed; neither shall it be for your honor fritw@ Lord God. Then Uzziah was angry, and had a
censer in his hand to burn incense: and while heamgry with the priests, the leprosy even roserup
his forehead before the priests in the house oL trd, from beside the altar of incense. And Azaria
the chief priest, and all the priests, looked upon, and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead, a
they thrust him out from there; yes, himself hastealso to go out, because the Lord had smitteri him
Whenever you get to think that you can stand befdoe and present your own offering without the
Lord Jesus, the leprosy of fatal pride is whiterugour forehead! | tremble for some people wheadrh
them parading their own perfection. One said, “Mil 18 so in accord with God that | do not need to
pray.” The leprosy was on his forehead when he $pade! This has polluted many who seemed to be
among the most excellent servants of God. They h@e@ to do without the great high priest and His
representative holiness and, like Uzziah, they Hmaen cut off from the house of the Lord and made t
dwell alone and bemoan their folly.

But, dear friends, we may here find another lessl@arn how you must be dressed as a royal
priesthood unto the Lord thought | would copy out what George Herbesissabout the dress of the
Lord’s Aarons. You will not understand it all aselad it, but if you have George Herbert's poemadre
the piece entitled, “Aaron,” and chew at it tilllybave masticated its meaning. He speaks of tmgycle
but we will understand him as speaking of all badrs who are as assuredly priests and clergy as any
ordained ministers can be. We are made kings amdtprunto our God. We want to know how we
ought to be dressed. One cries, “Wear a surplidetther says, “No, keep to the black gown.” We are
not thinking of such trivialities agarments black or white. We belong tospiritual kingdom, and our
robes arespiritual. “Then,” says one, “it is clear that we must béyHdGranted; but it is nobur beauty
and our glorious dress before the Lord. If youguyour ownholiness, to be dressed in it, you will only
display your iniquity. “All our righteousnesses a<filthy rags.”

The Lord Jesus Himself is our dress—we put onsfihret Herbert speak—

“Holiness on the head,
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Light and perfections on the breast,

Harmonious bells below, raising the dead,

To lead them unto life and rest.

Thus are true Aarons dressed.

Profaneness in my head,

Defects and darkness in my breast,

A noise of passions ringing me for dead

Unto a place where is no rest.

Poor priest, thus am | dressed.

Only another head | have, another heart and breast,

Another music, making live, not dead,

Without whom I could have no rest:

In Him | am well dressed.

Christ is my only head,

My alone only heart and breast

My only music, striking me even dead;

That to the old man | may rest

And be in Him new dressed.

So holy in my head

Perfect and light in my dear breast,

My doctrine tuned by Christ (who is not dead,

But lives in me while | do rest)

Come, people: Aaron’s dressed.”
When you have Christ’s head and breast, and decttitren you are ready for service and may say,
“Come, people: Aaron’s dressed.” This is how | de$d preach to you, putting off self, and puttorg
Christ as all. C.H.S. [Charles Haddon Spurgeon]?ayawith him! JESUS! Lethat dear name be
glorified forever! When you go to Sunday schoolrdid go as pious Mary or thoughtful Thomas—you
will make a mess of it if you do. But go as the smgjer of the Lord, preaching peace by Jesus Ehrist
He is Lord of all' Be clothed with the Lord Jesu$ide yourself away in His glory and beauty—and
then you will be a true Aaron—dressed for your hetrk.

Lastly, let sinners gain a store of comfort helé God’s own people have iniquity in their holy
things, and yet they have Christ to bear it fonthaow patient must He be who is our high priesillY
poor sinner, you need a Savior very much. Lo! Heeise, ready to be a go-between for you and put His
righteousness in front of your iniquity, and Hinisel the place of your poor guilty and condemned
person! Come, now, and hide away in Christ! Conway,rand trust my Lord with all His beauteous
garments. He wears them, still, and wears thempdor ragged sinners. Come and look up to Jesus, and
He will stand for you, and you shall become théntegusness of God in Him, because He is made a
curse for you! God bless you, beloved, for JesakésAmen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Exodus 281-38.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—912, 382, 325.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574_Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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