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“The Lord has appeared of old unto me, saying, Yekave loved you with an everlasting love:
therefore with lovingkindness have | drawn you.”
Jeremiah 31:3.

THUS speaks the Israel of God. She seems to wakasup she had long been asleep, and had
forgotten a grand fact; a fact which she ought awehtreasured up in her fondest memory. Suddenly
startling into recollection, she cries, “The Lordshappeared of old unto me.” How strange that she
should have forgotten it! Her spiritual lethargydhdimmed her memory, and caused her to feel and act
as if it were not true, as if her God had neveesaded Himself to her. Then she saw with amazement
that notwithstanding all the heavy chastisementtvithe Lord had sent her, and notwithstandingexl h
backslidings, there was still a hope of mercy, there was theertainty of it, for the unchanging God
had said, “Yes, | have loved you with an everlagtove.” Are any of you forgetful or unaware ofghi
sacred truth of God? Has it never occurred to yati God has spoken to His people? Though you are a
child of God, have you been taken up with so marigrior things that you have let go the blessed
memory of former appearances of the Lord to youlsdlay the Holy Spirit awake you at this time!
May there come a blessed awakening hour to yowsirapirits!

This startling remembrance came to Israel at & tivhen her sorrows were very great, and her sins
were greater, still. She had been wounded so thatwas sick and sore; and she found no healing
medicine, and none to bind up her wounds. In h&lres she remembered not only her faults, but also
the former lovingkindnesses of her Lord. She ga&tthdrom that ancient assurance of divine grace that
her God loved her, still, and would return to heigreat mercy. She dwelt with hope upon that divine
assurance of irrevocable favor: “I have loved yathwan everlasting love.” When earthly joys ebb, out
it is a blessed thing if they make room for menm®é heavenly visitations, and gracious assurances!
When you are at your lowest, it may happen thahthe God of all grace comes in and brings to your
remembrance the love of your espousals, and thefjigrmer days, when the candle of the Lord shone
round about you.

At the same time, it was not merely a time of idvaorrow, but a period of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord, for Jehovah was speakingnes of sovereign grace, and pouring forth great
rivers of promises and seas of mercy. See thevirste—"At the same time, says the Lord, will Ithe
God of all the families of Israel, and they shal My people.” Sometimes you pour water down a dry
pump, and that sets it working so that it pourshfetreams of its own, and so, when our gracioud Go
pours in His love into the soul, our own love begio flow, and with it memories awake, and a
thousand recollections cause us to bring to miedaticient love in which we before delighted, and we
cry, “The Lord has appeared of old unto me.” Ityoméeds a touch, this morning, of that pierced hand
make our hard hearts soft! If our divine Lord vatlly come by His Spirit, and visit us as we sithase
pews, the waters of love will flow within until theilderness shall become a pool, and the dry land
springs of water! Long may we have suffered a gileaty of spiritual life, but we shall, on a suddes
restored, and then our hearts will burn and glowhwioly attachment to Him whose love has not
changed, though we have so sadly fallen. God gramay be so! May a renewed appearing of the Lord
revive our joy in His appearing of old! While youeasitting there, listening to my words, may al stil
small voice be heard within your souls, melting iybaarts, and causing you to say, “Yes, | had aimos
forgotten it, but, ‘The Lord has appeared of oldoume, saying, Yes, | have loved you with an
everlasting love.™
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May the grand discovery of everlasting love be enlag many of you for the first time in your lives!
Oh, for the surprises of Almighty grace! As wheream plowing stumbles on treasure hid in a fielt] a
rejoices exceedingly, even so, may you rejoiceswlp discovered love! Or if you know it already, yna
you feel its drawings for the thousandth time, amay it be to you still fresh and new, as though you
had never felt it before. The visits of God’s gracel the discoveries of His love to our hearts neve
grow stale! We can go over this heavenly groundrnagad again, and always behold new glories in it!
May an overpowering memory of the Lord’s love coover us all at this time, by the power of the Holy
Spirit!

| shall handle the text, first, by calling youteattion tothe marvelous appearinghe Lord has
appeared of old unto me.” Secondlythe matchless declaratiort:Saying, Yes, | have loved you with
an everlasting love.” And thirdly, ttthe manifest evidence of this lov&herefore with lovingkindness
have | drawn you.” May the Holy Spirit be pouredtfp anointing every word | speak with divine
unction, and may this discourse be precious tgodaple!

|. First, consider THE MARVELOUS APPEARING—"The Lord$ appeared of old unto me.”

Here are two persons, but how different in degktare we have, “me,” a good-for-nothing creature,
apt to forget my Lord and to live as if there waeGod; yet He has not ignored or neglected metelhe
is the High and Holy Onewhom the heaven of heavens cannot contain, anbadeappeared to me.
Between me and the great Jehovah there have b@emuwdcations; the solitary silences have been
broken, for “The Lord has appeared,” has appeanatb“me.” He has looked through the window. He
has shown Himself through the lattices; “The Loas lappeared.” Hundreds in this house of prayer can
each one say, without doubt or hesitation, “ThedLioas appeared unto me.” Perhaps of late the Lord
has manifested Himself to you as He does not ur@aviorld, but even if it has not been so just ngst,
there was a happy time, now in the old long agaemyou saw the Lord. This is a very wonderful thing
that Jehovah the eternal should reveal Himselh&dreature of an hour; that the thrice Holy should
speak to the greatly guilty! See here we have Liel” and “me”—and between these two, this is the
golden link, an appearance in infinite love: “Therdl has appeared unto me.” That the all-glorious
should put in an appearance among His angels, anelliHimself to Cherubim and Seraphim, | can
more easily understand; but it is incomprehengibé the Creator of the ends of the earth, of whose
understanding there is no searching, should wigifa sinful child of man! Yet this which surpasses
understanding is undoubtedly true. My brothers sisters, we have enjoyed the supernatural; we have
risen out of the region of materialism into thergpiealm where God dwells and condescends to
commune with mortal men! We can say, “The Lord dppeared unto me.” It was necessary that He
should do so, for nothing but His appearing cowddenscattered our darkness, removed our death, and
brought us salvation. It needed that He should @apger nothing but a vision of His love could have
won our hearts for Him, and delivered them from tascinations of this present evil world. Tell it
among the skeptics, and the earthworms. “The Lasddppeared unto me.” | care not who questions it,
for the results of His gracious visit are in myuratand my life! The event is recorded in the diafy
my memory in indelible ink! But it is also writtean my soul, and the experience of every day deepens
the inscription! Is not this even as the Lord preadi of old, “They shall all know Me, from the lea$t
them unto the greatest of them”?

Do | hear some asking, How is this? | understdnad God appeared to Israel, but how to me? Let
me picture the discovery of grace as it comes eoaillakening mind, when it learns to sit at the et
Jesus, saved by faith in the great sacrifice. Teddyy the Spirit of God, we find that the Lord apimel
to each one of us the promises of His worlEvery promise in God’s Word is a promise to every
believer, or to every character such as that tehvhiwas first given. When God said this or tlmathe
saints of old, my soul, He said it to you! | reh& word as first spoken to Abraham, Moses, or David
but in very deed each utterance is for me! Whaseodgtery! This Bible is God'’s letter of loue me!No
promise of the Word of God is for one individualyrThough the promise was whispered in one ear at
first, that one favored person was the represemstati all who have like faith. With what delight iyo
will now read your Bibles, when you can see thathem the Lord has appeared of old unto you, and
spoken words of love to yquersonally!Does the Word of God speak to believers? | amliave, and
therefore it speaks to me. Does the Word speakatyimg men and women? | pray; it speaks to me. The
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richest word in all that Book is as much the intaerce of the believer today as it was the heritafge
David, and we may find the words of the Lord antitkam as the bread of our souls, as Jeremiah did,
for, in this sacred Book, “The Lord has appearedldf to each one of His believing family.

Furthermore, “The Lord has appeared of old untg’ mmethe person of His Sotsod came to each
believer in Christ Jesus. God came in boundless toveach one of us as “Immanuel, God with us.”
Towards each one of us He “took upon Him the fofra servant, and humbled Himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the crasstén, my heart! In His manhood and humiliatioe th
Lord God appeared to you! On the cross your Losdiseshowed Himself to you in love. Now you have
found it out, is it not a glorious discovery? Itsmaot only for the innumerable multitude that Jadied,
but for you, my soul, for YOU! | wish, beloved, weuld always look upon Jesus as God’s embodied
love to us; to us in particular. Will you take atliaview of Jesus at this time as dying for sinnensd
for youas a sinner in particular? Say, “Yes, 1,800 yagwsand more, the Lord in the person of His dear
Son appeared unto me in Gethsemane, and on Calsarny Lord and my God, and yet my substitute
and Savior.”

Since then, the Lord has constantly appeared ustin the power of His Holy SpititDo you
remember when first your sin was set in order leefaur tearful eyes, and you trembled for fearhef t
justice that you had provoked? Do you remember wloenheard the story of the Crucified Redeemer?
When you saw the atoning sacrifice? When you lodkedesus, and were lightened? It was the Holy
Spirit who was leading you out of yourself; and Gondthe Holy Spirit was appearing unto you. How
long has it been? | hope | speak to some who hetedy/Ibeen renewed by the Holy Spirit, and to you
this appearing is fresh as morning dew! But | speaiany more whose call by divine grace was long
ago. It was “of old” that the Holy Spirit came irgaving contact with your spirit, and drew you wiitle
cords of love, and with the bands of a man. Thest gppearances have been eclipsed by others still
more clear and full but, at the same time, as Isemembered the first Passover as the beginning of
things with the nation, so do you remember thosst eippearances of the Lord, for then you began to
livel Some of us can remember where the Lord JBsignet with us. Though it had been in the desert
as with Moses, or by the brook as with Jacob, otheycity as with Joshua, or in the furnace as with
Shadrach, we have forever reckoned the place towohbeess unto the Lord. Call it Jehovah-Shammah
for the Lord was there!

Now, dear friends, we hold this appearaimmcprecious memory;The Lord has appeared of old unto
me.” Many things are preserved in the treasure édafisnemory, but this is the choicest of our jewels
How gracious, how glorious was the appearance af @&hrist Jesus to our soul! God full of mercy,
God mighty to save, God the salvation of His peopleat a sight is this! There was nothing liketit a
first! There is nothing like it now! Nothing thatak ever been discovered by us since has borne
comparison in preciousness to that marvelous nms&tatien of the ever-loving God! Time may
obliterate a thousand memories, but it can never\aeay the recollection of the Lord’s appearances
unto us!

This appearance canite private assurancelo me it was as personal as it was sure. | usdokar
the preacher, but then | heard my God! | used &the congregation, but then | saw Him who is
invisible. | used to feel the power of words, butwnl have felt the immeasurable energy of their
substanceGod Himself filled and thrilled my soul! Througimd through, His almighty love pierced my
heart. | know that some of you think that if Godrevéo show Himself to you, as He did to Moses or
Elijah, it would be a vast blessing to you; but therd’'s presentappearances are not a whit less
comforting and establishing. Manifestations by Wisrd and Spirit are by no means second in value to
those of a miraculous sort. In no case can God, whaure Spirit, be seen by the eye—He is only
known by ourspirit, and therefore His spiritual appearing is all wewdd desire. Oh, the encompassing
of divine love, when it wraps us about as a clonfbleed the disciples upon Tabor! When the sacred
hand of love grasps our very heart, we feel thevénag grip and every part and power of our being is
moved! God has an indescribable way of putting Hifnsito communication with His people through
Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, and when thiswsg they say, “The Lord has appeatedo me’
There is, then, no hearing and seeing for othepleedThe Lord has appearathto me’ Come, my
brothers and sisters, shall we go back to that tifMeve when first the Lord said to us, “Live”? &th

Volume 36 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 3




4 Everlasting Love Revealed Sermon #2149

was a word, indeed! Then every word in the Biblensed forus.When we went up to the house of God
every hymn and Scripture lesson was for us. Andnwve heard the sermon the Lord manifested
Himself in it to us. “He loved me, and gave Himdelf me” was our daily song, for He had, personally
and of a surety, drawn near unto our soul and abeghd His love there by the Holy Spirit.

| cannot help calling your attention to the fawttthe Lord cama positive certaintyThe text does
not say, “l hoped so,” or, “I thought so,” but, “@lh.ord has appeared of old unto me, saying.” She wh
spoke thus saw the appearance and heard the sjBretiiren, be sure about your spiritual experience!
It would be a horrible thing to leave spiritualrtgs a matter of question, or to regard them aswasly
and uncertain. To me it is bliss to say, “I knowonh| have believed.” My soul cannot content herself
with less than certainty. | desire never to talstep upon an, “if,” or a, “perhaps.” | have ofteaited as
to spiritual movements till | could find beneath oot one of God’s shalls and wills upon which |
could securely stand. | can never be content wghbtare hope thathhaybe a child of God; | must have
the Spirit bearing witness with my spirit that | &orn of God. Give me infallible truth. | want fachot
fancies. O beloved, let your experience be madefdgacts,and not of notions and ideas! Seek to use
the plain, straightforward utterance of my text—&Thord appeared of old unto me, saying.” If that is
your case, you are happy. If it is not so, youiaran evil plight, for you are evidently without Gand
therefore without hope.

II. My second head is THE MATCHLESS DECLARATION: “Theoid has appeared of old unto
me, saying, Yes, | have loved you with an everaskbve.” | do not want you, at this moment, so muc
to heamrmeand to considemy statement, as toeholdthe appearance of the Lord and enjoy for yourself
personally and at once, the gracious assuranceavenly grace.

Here is a word from Godf amazing loveJehovah says, “I have loved you.” Think it overli®e
it. Stagger not at it. If the husband should salyisowife, “I have loved you,” she would believeri-it
would seem only natural that he should do so. AmmérwJehovah says to you, a feeble woman, an
unknown man, “I have loved you,” He means it. Tikigo fiction. God means by love what we mean by
it, only His love is higher, deeper, fuller, andibothan ours can ever be. Looking from His thraine
insufferable light of which your eye could not englulehovah speaks in accents of fervent affeetnoh
He says to you, “I have loved you.” Get hold ofstiiuth that God really loves you; that you are the
object of the intense delight of the Host High; avitht more would you have? God’s heart to you is
Love! Be amazed. Be enraptured with this!

Note, next, it is a declaratiaf unalloyed loveThe Lord had been bruising, wounding and crushing
His people and yet He says, “I have loved you.” Seheruel wounds were all in love. What? When He
struck, did He love? “Yes, | have loved you.” Wh&¥hen she was past human help and foul with sin?
“Yes,” says He, “I have loved you.” “But, Lord, blie never been worthy of it.” “No,” He says, “but |
have loved you all the same.” But, Lord, | have heen conscious of it. “I have loved you all the
same.” But, Lord, | have run away from Your loviggidance. “I have loved you all the same.” God’s
heart to His people is love, love, love, love, ombye! Without beginning, without end, without
measure, without change is the love of Jehovahigeeléct. “I have loved you.” Oh, when | sat at leom
and tried to eat this roll, as the prophet didsatiated my soul with fatness! | ardently wishedtth
might have voice and strength to tell out this §éektruth to you. And then | thought, Well, whaedat
matter if | should be faint and feeble, if theylvahly think of the text believingly; and get ittontheir
hearts by present enjoyment, it may even be b#ttdrthe preacher should be nowhere and the truth
should be all in all. When we drink from the wekk\do not want the water to taste of the pitcheyolf
have nothing from me | hope you will have the mivoen my Master. You will have no taste of me this
morning, but only of this precious declaration loé tLord. “Yes, | have loved you with an everlasting
love.” It is love, love only, love always, love pect, and love to the uttermost.

This statement is a declaratiohlove in contraswith certain other things. Did you notice in thé"14
verse of the 30 chapter, “all your lovers have forgotten you; tremek you not"? Let me sound those
two notes in sharp contrast—"all your lovers haweegbtten you,” but, “I have loved you with an
everlasting love.” What a difference between thksefafriendship of the world and sin, and the
changeless love of God! You, being earth-bounceiarty have been going after your idols and theghav
all deceived you. You have been trusting here aedetand your trusts have all betrayed you! But the
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Lord Jehovah says, “I have loved you with an ewstirig love.” You have provoked Him to jealousy by
gods which were no gods, but He has never ceasedoiA. O friends, how sadly have we erred by
spiritual idolatry! How often have we hewed out keo cisterns which hold no water and yet our God
loves us the same as always! What a miracle oegsathis!

As for our love to Him, how fickle! We have beeot lhoday and cold tomorrow. Our love has been
an April day; warm sunshine and cold showers; batltord has loved us with infinite constancy, even
with an everlasting love! He has never changedcétgd not love us more; He would not love us less.
“I have loved you with an everlasting love.” Thentast is very beautiful if we place over agairst i
either the world’s love to us, or our own love tods Jehovah, when He came to His people in Egypt,
made Himself known as, “I Am that | Am"—the immutalisod who abides forever the same. As such
He has revealed Himself to us, for He is withoutialdleness or shadow of turning. How sweetly does
immutability smile on us as we hear it say, “Yebale loved you with an everlasting love”!

Thus, dear friends, our text is a wardlove in the past|l haveloved you.” We were rebels and He
loved us. We were dead in trespasses and in sohd$danoved us. We rejected His divine grace and
defied His warnings, but He loved us. We came ®feet all trembling and afraid, and He loved ug an
washed us and robed us. He loved us and theresated us. Since then we have been earthly, sinful
changeful, unbelieving, proud, and foolish; but ks loved us without pause. We have been ill and
racked with pain, but He has loved us. We havedastdearest relatives by the Lord’s hand, but emen
this He loved us. Everything has been in a whidna about us, but He has loved us with fixed
affection. Our life has been a strange labyrintht, Be has loved us and that love has been theatlue
the maze. How sweet it is, beloved, to roll up years gone by and put them away with this label—
“Days of the lovingkindness of the Lord!”

The matchless declaration of the text is a voicéove in the preseniThe Lord loves the believer
now. Whatever discomfort you are in, the Lord lovesi.ym this house, perhaps, your heart is failing
you with fear, but the Lord still says to you, “Yeshave loved you with an everlasting love.”
“Everlasting” includestoday Things present are provided for as well as thitgsome. External
circumstances do not change the love of God, nbbiyaur internal condition do so. Has He not séld,
am God, | change not"? Everlasting love makes apdeand jumps so as to leave out this day of teoubl
and that hour of temptation. Even at this dark hawr name is on the heart of your God.

The text is a voicef love in the futurelt means, “I will love you forever.” God has noted us
with a love which will die out after a certain lehgf time; His love is like Himself, “from everlasg
to everlasting.” If you will read the chapter thgbuto the end, you will see how God was about & de
with His chosen. He says, “I will build you, anduyshall be built.” “He that scattered Israel widther
him.” “I will turn their mourning into joy.” “I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” Thase
outpourings of a love which goes on forever—

“Father, ‘twas Your love that knew us

Earth’s foundations long before:

That same love to Jesus drew us

By its sweet constraining power,

And will keep us

Safely now, and evermore.”
It is a joy worth 10,000 worlds to have this assaeasealed in the heart by the Holy Spirit! “I have
loved you with an everlasting love.”

This is a declarationf love secured to ussecured in many ways. Did you observe in this drapt
how the Lord secures His love to His people, fibst,a covenant? Read the first verse—"I will be the
God of all the families of Israel, and they shal My people.” See further on from verse 31 to yhirt
four. The covenant is summed up in these wordsyiltibe their God, and they shall be My people.”
And if it is so, the Lord’s love must, indeed, besdasting. God has pledged Himself to His saiyptaib
covenant of salt, “an everlasting covenant, ordamnedll things, and sure.” The tenor of the covenan
“I will, and they shall.” How my heart delights this! God loves me with an everlasting love and He
embodies that love in an everlasting covenant.

Further, this love is secured by relationship.I\Wtilu dart your eye on to thé"&erse and read the
last part of it? “| am a Father to Israel, and Eainris My firstborn.” A man cannot get rid of fatheod
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by any possible means. Yes, though my boy shoaltsgress and dishonor his father's name, yet | am
still his father. There is no getting out of thédationship by any conceivable method and sondeed,

the Lord is unto you a Father, He will always gl a father’s love. In your adoption and regenenat
the Lord has avowed Himself to be your Father aad Virtually said, “I have loved you with an
everlasting love.” “The son abides always.” “If kclien, then heirs.”

His love is pledged again by redemption. Readlttfeverse—“For the Lord has redeemed Jacob,
and ransomed him from the hand of him that washgego than he.” Would you see the indenture of
God'’s covenant love? Behold it in the indented Isaadd feet of the Crucified Redeemer! How shall
Christ leave off loving His people when He has theames engraved on the palms of His hands?
Redemption has sealed everlasting love. That spleiah found His heart and set flowing its blood and
its water has killed all doubts as to the etermmlueance of our Lord’s love! From now on let no man
qguestion our Well-Beloved, for He bears in His balg marks of His everlasting love! Jesus Christ is
the same yesterday, today and forever; and Histlowés chosen is at this time what it was befarest
began!

Once more, in this passage of the book of thelmbperemiah, the Lord certifies His love to His
people in a very solemn way by calling heaven atheto witness it. Let me read from theé"3gerse.
“Thus says the Lord, which gives the sun for atligi day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the
stars for a light by night, which divides the selaew the waves thereof roar; the Lord of hosts s Hi
name: if those ordinances depart from before Mgs sae Lord, then the seed of Israel also shakbeea
from being a nation before Me forever. Thus sagsltbrd; if heaven above can be measured, and the
foundations of the earth searched out beneathll bisb cast off all the seed of Israel for alltthiaey
have done, says the Lord.” Thus are the laws afreanade to seal the Law of love! God, that cannot
lie, thus makes the whole creation to be a guaeanitélis abiding love to His own. | pray you, beke
Him and be joyful in His house of prayer.

This is a declarationf love divinely confessedhe Lord has not sent this assurance to us by a
prophet, but He has madeHimsel+—“The Lord has appeared.” This declaration doescoate through
another tongue or lips, but the divine Lover Himhgeeathes His own love words to His chosen—“The
Lord has appeared of old unto me, saying, Yesy¢ haved you with an everlasting love.”

Notice, that it idove sealed with dyes” God would have us go no further in our ordinapgach
than to say, “yes, yes’—and surely we may be cdamntéth so much from Himself. His “yes” amounts
to a sacred declaration—"Yes, | have loved you \aitheverlasting love.” He lifts His hand to heaven
and He swears—swears by Himself, because He caar dweno greater—“That by two immutable
things, in which it was impossible for God to Mg might have a strong consolation, who have fted f
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before usléveel, feast upon this! | am very conscious of the
feebleness of my exposition, but | am equally canscof the great strength of the precious docsrine
which | have set before you.

lll. We finish, thirdly, with THE MANIFEST EVIDENCE. “have loved you with an everlasting
love; therefore with lovingkindness have | drawmydere aredrawings mentionedHave you not felt
them? We have not seen God, beloved, but we fedtidim drawing us. Oh, what tugs He gave to some
of us when we were children! Do you remember wheua were boys and girls, when you could not
sleep at nights for heavenly drawings towards @timngs? Do you remember, when you were alone in
the country, how you would sit down under a hedge ery—you scarcely knew why—Ilonging for
something better than you had as yet reached? Dagroember when the Lord Jesus drew you out of
the horrible pit? Out of the midnight of despair@ {fou remember how He drew you till He set your
feet upon a rock? He drew you from spiritual de&tim the corruption of sin, from the dominion bét
devil! He drew you into life, love and liberty. HiFew you to the foot of the cross, to the throne of
grace, to the church of Christ! How well do | ré¢hk hour when | was drawn to the place whereM sa
One hanging on a tree in agonies and blood—thentlar@ | looked—and as | looked | lived! Since
then the Lord has drawn me along the paths of dntydelight, of faith and peace, of love and jdy, o
hope and rapture.

These wererawings resulting from loveHe drew us because He loved us with an evertpiive.
Other drawings of divine goodness are resisted-stei in some cases, to the bitter end; and men
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justly perish. But the drawings of everlasting l@féect their purpose. If you have been drawn tosth

it is because God loved you before the world be@anhot think the Lord began to love you when you

began to love Him. Oh, no! If God loves you now, Ieieed you before He created the earth. If this day
He loves you, He loved you when there were no daysthe Ancient of days. He saw you through the
glass of His prescience and He loved you and ptedésd you to be conformed unto the image of His
Son—and from this purpose of love He will neventaside. “The gifts and calling of God are without

repentance [change].” He will not alter the thinigiehh has gone out of His lips.

Here are drawings mentioned—these warawings from GodHow sweetly, how omnipotently
God can draw! When He begins to draw a man, thaopemay pull back and perhaps, even for years,
may stand out against divine grace—but when thel lpoits forth His omnipotence the man is bound to
yield. Without violating the will of man or makingim less a free agent than he used to be, the
lovingkindness of the Lord can act as a charm uponand win him completely with his full consent.
“Draw me; we will run after You.” He draws, and wen. When Jehovah would have Israel come to
Zion, it soon comes to pass that Isdaelgsto go there. See in the sixth verse: “For thegdl ¢ie a day,
that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall &rnge you, and let us go up to Zion unto the Lord
our God.” We yield to the drawings because theyedmm the Lord’s own hand and their power lies
in His love.

As the drawings come from God, so are tdegwings to GodBlessed is he whose heart is being
drawn nearer and nearer to the Most High. Naturaley struggle back to carnal things; we get taken u
with business, with family, and with a thousandvgiong cares; but when the Holy Spirit draws, it is
upward and heavenward! He draws us to repentandaith, to love, to holiness and to continuance in
well-doing. Oh, that we may now feel divine drawsrtgwards Him who is our all in all!

The Lord assures us that these dnawvings of His lovingkindnesslowever He draws, it is in love
and whenever He draws, it is in love. Observe tihatchurch does not here say, “The Lord drew me,”
but the Lord Himself says, “With lovingkindness bal drawn you.” God knows better about His
drawings than we do. We think that He pulls anddres in anger, but He knows that He has always
drawn in lovingkindness! Because the horse is wijllit thinks the driver stern—our waywardness
makes us think our Lord austere. The forces whielptts forth to work upon us are tender, gentiag ki
and loving. He has drawn you and me “with lovingkiess.” | am sure He has thus dealt with me. Will
you think of your own case and bless His name? L6odi have drawn me when | did not know it. You
have drawn me when | thought | was willingly movioigmy own accord. | see it now and | bless Your
name for it. Draw me, still, that | may still s&Y,our gentleness has made me great.” What a woalderf
word is that—“lovingkindness”™—*"loving,” “kindness™two of the choicest jewels set side by side!
Kindness is “kin-nedness,” and the Lord Jesusdraatas His kin—and He does this in the most loving
manner. “With lovingkindness have | drawn you.” kiéght have whipped me to Himself. He might
have dragged me to the city of refuge. He mightehiareatened me into repentance. He might have
thundered me into submission. But no, “with lovimglness have | drawn you.” | spoke to a brother in
Christ, yesterday, who called himself—and | thirkdpoke the truth—"a specially favored one.” | take
that title, also. Take it, my sister! Take it, myother! Does it not fit you well? Has not the Ldrden
especially good to you? “With lovingkindness hawrawn you.” “Alas,” cries one, “but | have been
whipped.” “You have chastised me and | was chastiséery true, but how few have been the strokes
compared with what you deserved! “Oh, but God remiked me sharply,” says another. | answer,
again, how few have been His chidings compared whhat we might have expected considering our
evil ways! Prevailingly His cords have been corfitoge and His bands have been the bands of a man.
Bless the Lord, O my soul! He leads me beside tihevaters.

Only one thing moreThese drawings are to be continuotWith lovingkindness have | drawn you”
and He means to do the same forevermore. If youleak the chapter through, you will see that God
promises to keep on drawing.

See verse 8: “Behold, | will bring them from therth country, and gather them from the coasts of
the earth.” Verse nine: “They shall come. | wilusa them to walk by the rivers of waters in a gtrai
way.” Read verse 10: “He that scattered Israel gather him.” See verse 12: “Therefore they shall
come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall fkmgether to the goodness of the Lord.” He that has
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begun to draw will go on drawing us till He hasetaianded us where His everlasting love shall lne o
endless theme of song; even in heaven where wedskeall in eternal fellowship with the eternal God!
The everlastingness of divine Love is the crowit afl!

| would not care to preach to you a gospel whiak ho final perseverance in it. Spiritual life whic
can die is not theeternal life promised in the gospel, and heavenly love which fzl is not the
everlasting love of our text! Whenever | find thiktctrine left out, | feel as if they had taken avilag
wheat from the barn and the grapes from the wirsspié the salvation which you set forth to be thiat
Christ is atemporaryone, you may have it that like it—I will have noaktit! | believe ineverlasting
love and | can do with nothing less! My hope to tgeheaven lies in this—as far as | have come en th
road, the Lord has drawn me and He will draw merdéisé of the way. | have had no strength of my own
until now—I have had no might but what He has aféar me—and | look to the Lord, still, for all the
grace | shall need between this spot and the dateaol!

Such a magnificent text as ours ought to makeomsider two things. The first is, Is it sé&® |
drawn?If God loves you with an everlasting love, He daswn you by His lovingkindness—is it so or
not? Has He drawn you by His Holy Spirit so that yave followed? Are you a believer? Do you carry
Christ’s cross? You have been drawn to this. Th&e home these gracious words—"I have loved you

with an everlasting love.” If you have not beendsawn, do you not wish you were? Ohwibuld be

worth dying a thousand deaths to be a Christiagr d@ftat fashion of Christianity which is based on
everlasting love! Here is a glorious foundationvdowithout beginning, love without end; free,
sovereign, unchangeable love! Not love bought byitnmeus, nor produced by our efforts or entreaties;
but love which comes to us because God will lové laas chosen in His divine sovereignty to loxge
“Everlasting love!” Why, the syllables are musi€lybu can climb that height, you have climbed where
it is worth while to abide forever! O friends, iby cannot claim this, at any rate desire it, antigobly
on your knees to Christ Jesus, and look to Himleved
But, child of God, if you know these drawings ahl is true that God loves you with an everlagtin

love, thenare you resting?| have a feeble hope,” says one. What? How cantgtk so? He who is
loved with an everlasting love and knows it, shosidm in an ocean of joy! Not a wave of trouble
should disturb the glassy sea of his delight! Whab make a man happy if this will not? Come, cbme
We must have no more hanging heads. Hallelujahleldgdh! If the Lord has loved me with an
everlasting love, | will not be cast down thougk #arth is removed! His love is better than weditis!
love is better than health (great blessing asif)aHis love is better than honor, better thanfuisess!
Everlasting love—and you have it! Man alive, wie ttears out of your eyes and lift up your head!
“Oh, rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Himfgr if He has loved you so, what have you to fear?
What is to be done but to love Him in return whs teved us so much? One thing | know—

“All that remains for me

Is but to love and sing,

And wait until the angels come

To bear me to my King.”

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Jeremiah 3:12-17; 31:1-14.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—220, 229, 748.
Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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