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“As You have sent Me into the world, even so hawado sent them into the world.”
John 17:18.

HERE is a great fact mentioned, namely, that thiadfasent the Son into the world. Our Lord’s
disciples believed this. Jesus says Himself, “Thaye believed that You did send me.” It is onehef t
first essentials of saving faith to believe in Ghas the sent one of God. They had proved, im tven
experience that Jesus was sent of God, for theydwad Him to be sent tthem Especially they knew
this because they had found in Him eternal life.tA@m it had been eternal life “to know the onlyetr
God, and Jesus Christ, whom He had sent.” Theyehtated into the possession of a new and heavenly
life, and they rejoiced in it so that to them tleetfthat God had sent His Son into the world was
indisputable. It was a fact upon which they baseir tsalvation! It was their hope, their joy, thisieme
of thought, and subject of conversation. They dedd with the accent of assurance.

Our Lord based upon that fact another. He say#igd-ather, “As You have sent Me into the world,
even so have | also sent them into the world.” érely as Christ was sent into the world by the Egth
so surely are the saints sent into the world byisthNote well that | say “the saints”; | mean g
apostles only, buall believers. | dare not limit the reference to whed called ordained ministers or
apostles, for | believe it includes all the choséBod. Was the prayer, contained in thi€' thapter of
John, for the apostles only? | think not! Surely dord prayed forall whom the Father had given to
Him, and not for ministers only. Beyond questioat great Intercessor pleaded for all those whom the
Father gave to Him, and therefore it is of all thédsat He speaks in the words of our text. He roesti
not only the officers, but the rank and file of #lgosen host who have been called by divine grace t
know Him as sent of God. He says to them all withexception, “As the Father has sent Me, even so |
send you.” | do not for a moment dispute the nefeal special call to the office of pastor or eldethe
church of God, nor do | question that there arécef§ in the church of God upon whom peculiar
responsibility rests; but no class of men may balted into a caste of Brahmins who are, alone, sent
into the world by the great head of the church.Wte spend our lives in teaching are ysarvantsfor
Christ’s sake, and we rejoice that you, also, reggh calling of God in Christ Jesus. If we haveren
knowledge of Scripture, or larger gifts of utterapaccept us as your fellow servants whose tabaets
cheerfully employed for your sakes! But if you hangt these same talents, you have others, andrgou a
equally given to Christ, to be by Him sent into tierld.

This is no trifle, but a very solemn business.olio Lord it was a special matter of prayer. It &en
in that prayer which always seemed to me to bectie of the whole Bible. Our Lord pleads not only
about our being saved, but about our besegt There is something here which deserves our deepes
thought.

There are two petitions in our Lord 's Prayer whiear upon this. First comes the petition—*Holy
Father, keep them.” You cannot serve God unlesprdserves you. You will never keep the Lord’s
flock unless He first shepherds you. The Lord &f ¥ineyard must keep the keepers, or their vineyard
will not be kept. The other prayer immediately mees the text—"Sanctify them.” You cannot go out
into the world as the sent ones of Christ unless ai@ sanctified. God will use no unholy messenger;
you must be consecrated and cleansed; devotedeatichted to God, alone, or else you will not have
the first qualification for the divine mission. @tis prayer is, “Sanctify them through Your tritithe
more truth of God you believe, the more sanctiffed will be. The operation of the truth of God upon
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the mind is to separate a man from the world uméoservice of God. Just in proportion as truthiver

up, worldliness and frivolity are sure to prevailchurch which grows so enlightened as to negleet t
doctrines of grace also falls in love with the vamusements of the world. It has been so in all pas
ages, and it is sadly so today. But a church whitla, living way, holds fast the truth once and &dir
delivered to the saints will also separate itsedhf the ways of the world; in fact, the world arme t
worldly church will shun it, and push it into thiape of separation. The more separated we are aite
Master’s fashion, the more fit shall we be to de biidding!

Our Lord was evidently most careful as to our cassion which He bases upon His own
commission, and declares to be as certain andasellis own sending by the Father. He so values this
that He prays, “Father, keep them,” and, “Fathanctfy them.” May those two prayers be heardusy
and then we shall stand with our loins girt, ouoesh on our feet, our lamps trimmed, and our lights
burning, ready to go forth at the command of thestvgigh to the very ends of the earth! Our mission
by Jesus grows out of His mission by the Fathed; \@a@ may learn much about it by considering how
the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of thédwor

I. 1 would open up this subject by asking you, fitet CONSIDER WHAT OUR LORD’S BEING
SENT INVOLVED TO HIMSELF, for, to a large extenhere will be a parallel between His being sent
and ours. The parallel is drawn by wayaqfality, not ofequality Christ's commission is on a higher
scale than ours; for He was sent to be a promtiaiind covenant-head, and so came into positions
which it would be presumption for us to dream ofugmying. Still, there is a likeness, though it idyo
that of a drop in the sea.

Our Lord’s mission involvedomplete subjection to the Father’'s whe said, “My Father is greater
than 17; this did not relate to His essential natand dignity as God, but to tpesitionwhich He took
up in reference to the Father when He was seng toub Savior. He that sends is greater than Heighat
sent; the Savior took up that subordinate positi@at He might do the Father’s will. From that time
forth, so long as He remained under His commisditendid not speak His own words, nor do His own
deeds; but He listened to the Father’s will, anédtthe Father said to Him He both spoke and di@t Th
is exactly where you and | have to place ourseh@s, deliberately and unreservedly. Our Lord sends
us, and we are to be, in very deed, subordinatis@ommand in all things! We are no longer masters
we have become servants. Our will is lost in thi @fiour glorious Superior. If we are ambitiousida
our ambition is guided by wisdom, it will take uewveh to that basin, and the towel, and we shall be
willing to wash the disciples’ feet to show that ew@ sent by our condescending Lord. We shall, from
now on, have no respect unto our own dignity oenest, but shall lay ourselves out to serve Him to
whom we belong. Whatever He says to us, we shalltaido. Although we are sons of God, yet now
we are alsservants,and we would not do our own will, but the will bBfim that sent us. Oh, to be
sound on this point, so as to yield our membenseirfiect obedience, and even bring every thougbt int
subjection to Christ! Oh, to die to self, and limeChrist! Can you drink of this cup, and be bagtiz
with this baptism? | trust you can; and, if so, wtall fulfill the errand upon which He sends you.

This meant for our Lorthe quitting of His restHe reigned in heaven, all angels paid Him homage,;
but when the Father sent Him, He left His high abdde was laid in the manger, for there was no room
for Him in the inn. Where the horned oxen fed, ¢hetust the holy child be cradled. The royalties of
heaven are left behind; the rest which He enjoyettié bosom of the Father must be renounced fir toi
hunger, thirst, and weariness, and the death ofribes. Dear friends, you may serve the Lord, atd y
be as happy as your Lord was; but if Jesus hasyseninto the world, you are not to seek ease or
comfort; you are not even to make your aspiritual comfort the first object of your thought. How nice
that evening at home would be! But you are sent, #erefore must turn out to win souls. How
delightful it would be to read that book throughddo leave the class alone! But you must notyéor
are sent to instruct and save. From now on you@monsider nothing but how you can answer the
design of Him who has sent you. Your aim must beldothe utmost possible for your Lord. The
Christian who does much is still an idler if he kkbdo more. We have never reached the point of
diligence till we are doing all that lies in usdaare, even then, wishing to do far more. Bouglh \wis
precious blood, the vows of the Lord are upon nd,w@e renounce our natural love of ease, that we ma
please Him who has sent us.
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When sent of God, the Savior also lhadorego even heaven itsee was here on earth the God-
man, the Mediator, and He did not return to thermsgdbr of His Father’s court till He could say, ‘dve
finished the work which You gave me to do, and nGwsather, glorify You Me.” We must not sigh for
heaven while so much is to be done on earth! Téteofeglory will come soon; but just now we have to
do with the work of grace. Let us stick to our weérre below, and do it thoroughly, for our Lord has
gone above, and is preparing a place for us.rstitvonderful how God, even now, denies Himself for
the salvation of men? Why does not our Lord comerete in His glory? Why do we not see the
millennial reign begin? It is because of the londffexing of God; He waits and puts off the closing
scene because He is “not willing that any shouldspe but that all should come to repentance.” He
keeps back even the glorious advent to give mecesfoma salvation! That for which Jesus longs, drel t
Spirit longs, and the spouse longs, is kept baakency to the guilty! The Bridegroom postpones His
marriage day that men may be brought to Him bydikiene long-suffering. If Jesus can do this, surely
we may well wait out of compassion to our fellowrm&ven our hope of being forever with the Lord
may wait a while. So long as there is another siforeus to rescue, we will remain in this landoofr
exile. That is what our Lord means; the Fatherdead Me from heaven, and kept Me out of heaven for
the sake of men; and even so shall | degaimamong the tents of Kedar for a while, that you rbagg
in My redeemed through the gospel.

The words of our text are, “As you have sentikte the world and this impliesaffinity with men
Our Lord was not sent to the edge of the worldotaklover the fence and converse hopefully from a
distance. He was sent righto the world! He took on human nature, and became lbdrour bone. We
read, “Then drew near unto Him all the publicand amners for to hear Him.” He was a man among
men. In this way Jesus has sent you, my brothets sasters, into families, into offices, into
establishments, into places where you labor folydaiead among a company of ungodly men. Do not
cry out because you have thus to mingle with théour Lord was sent into the world, not, | say, lte t
outskirts of it, nor to some elevated mountain hadjove it from which He might look down; He was
sent into the world in an emphatic sense, and soyau sent, wisely sent, to tarry even among
unconverted, infidel, and impure men, that you rdayfor Christ His great work, and make known His
salvation!

He was sent into the world, and this invohadalding in humiliation “The world knew Him not”;
therefore the world knowss not, because it knew Him not. You are not send ihie world to be
honored and pampered; nor even to receive youteogis due. If God aimed gbur immediate
glorification, He would take you to heaven; but &lens at youthumiliation, that you may be like His
First-Born. You are to have fellowship with the @degotten in many ways, and among the rest you
are to be partakers of His suffering! Expect tarisunderstood, misrepresented, belied, ridiculed, a
so forth; for so was the Sent of the Father. Yautarexpect evil treatment; for as the Father sbsit
Son into a world which was sure to treat Him idl,l|as He sent you into the same world which wélatr
you in the same manner if you are like your Lord.rdt surprised at persecution, but expect it,take
it as part of the covenant consequences, for andshmocked Isaac, so will the seed after the flesh
persecute that which is born according to promise.

In a word, your being sent of Christ involvasreserved dedication to His wo/hen Christ came
into the world, He did nothing but what His Fatlsent Him to do. He had no secondary objective of
any sort. From the reservoir of His being no ligteeam trickled away in waste; the whole of it win
turn the great mill-wheel of His life. The wholercent and force of His nature went in one way,
working out one design. Now, as the Father senis)es has Jesus semiu, to be from now on by
occupation a Christian. You are to be consecrateallywand alone to the one objective for which Ghri
has set you apart. There may be other lawful olgst but these you render subsidiary to the one
objective of your life. You have but two eyes ahdge eyes look to your Lord. From now on you
belong to Christ—body, soul and spirit—from the miog light to the evening shade, and through the
night watches. There is not a hair of your headviét Jesus values; for He has put it down in the
inventory—-“the very hairs of your head are all nardd.” Give Him, then, every single power,
however feeble; give Him every part of your natdrewever insignificant. Let your whole being be the
Lord’s for, “you are not your own; you are bougttha price.” “This is a high standard,” says ok®.
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brothers and sisters, it is none too high, and gad that any should think it so. God help yokrtow
that you are sent, and clearly to perceive what yoission involves. We, too, are missioned from
above! We, too, are to have a hand in the savirigeoworld!

Il. Secondly, having thus shown you the parallel splfaow ask you to CONSIDER WHY OUR
LORD WAS SENT INTO THE WORLD.

Our Lord came here with one desighrist was not sent to teach a correct systephibddsophy. He
was not Plato, but Jesus; not a sage, but a S#leocould have solved the problems of the univdrse,
He did not even allude to them. He was not an éilist ruling the world of human thought, althouga H
could have done so easily had He chosen. Blessétisbeame, He came to save fr@m, and this no
Plato or Aristotle could have done! All the saged ahilosophers put together are not worth as naisch
the little finger of Christ! Christ entered into mealry with the academy; He came on a very défer
errand. Neither was our Lord sent to be an inveata discoverer. All the discoveries that havenbee
made in modern times could have been at once evd&gl Him, but that was not His objective, and He
kept scrupulously to His one design. He could halek us the secret of the Dark Continent, but He wa
not sent for that end. He could have anticipatéthat we have slowly learned, and saved the wibwdd
long processes of experiment and observation;Hisittas not the objective of His mission.

He did not come to be a conqueror. God gave udinm neither Alexander nor Caesar; of such
slaughterers the world has always had enough aspai@! He conquers evil, but not by the sword. Our
Lord did not come even to be a politician, a referraf governments, a rectifier of social economics.
There came one to Him who said, “Master, speakydrather, that he divide the inheritance with me.”
You might have supposed that the Lord would habérated in that case, but He did not do so, for He
said, “Who made Me a judge or a divider over yod@”kept to His one business, and we shall be wise
to do the same. Point me to a single instance iolwiHe interfered with the government of Pilatepbr
Herod! Had He anything to say about the tyrannyCagsar? When He takes Caesar’s penny in His
hand, He simply says, “Render unto Caesar the shivigch are Caesar’s, and unto God the things that
are God’s.” He was none of Caesar’s, for He beldrigeGod, and to God alone! Should not Christian
people take heed that they follow Christ in thigyof aim and purpose? This | know, | am not sent
preach to you any new philosophical system, odimeate any political party, or to meddle with afy
those social matters which can be better managexdheys. It is mine to preach the gospel of thegra
of God, and this one thing | do! If you can sent&i€t, and your fellow man in any way, do it; betver
get away from your one aim and purpose. If we arabked to save men’s souls by the Holy Spirit
resting upon our teaching we may die content, é@heugh we have left 50 other excellent things
undone. There are enough of the dead to bury thé! drying the dead is a good work; but this \él
a labor more congenial to the dead around us thamuitselves: let us leave it to them. We cannot do
everything: let us do that which we are sent to@lo. that every Christian would feel that whatesise
he would like to be, his first business is to beeavant of Christ! Your first concern is to serverist,
and it ought to be your second concern to servéstCHhen | would claim that it should be your thir
and | shall get far on in numbers before | shoulowaany other character to take a leading position
May no possible objective bear any comparison ur gtesires and endeavors in comparison with your
resolve to glorify God your Savior!

Notice, further, thabur Lord was not sent to be ministered unto, buntoister | fear that many of
His professed servants think they have been sdy# tninistered unto. Their religion consists in aagn
to places of worship to be ministered unto. Throtlgh week they would like to have very particular
attention from the pastor and the church officensd you hear them grumbling that they are not
sufficiently looked after. Surely they must haveebesent, not to minister, but to be ministered unto
Brethren, let us give them as much as we can ofsetvices, for they evidently need them, but Jesus
was not sent to be visited and waited on, and deide came to minister to others, and He did shé¢o
fullest! He could truly say, “I am among you as that serves.” Beloved friend, you know that it is
more blessed to give than to receive; thereforkeitfée be your joy to live as one who is sent legus to
be the servant of the church, and the winner olssou

Let us inquire what Christ’'s work was upon ealthvas, first,to teach Wherever He went, He was
an instructor of the ignorant. He preached of timgdom, and of faith, and of divine grace. We are t
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teach. “I do not know anything,” says one. Thenndo tell it; but first go to the Lord and ask Him t
teachyou something; and as soon as ever you know the A Bf@ise gospel, go and teach somebody
that A B C. You need not teach him D E F, and Gt {ou have advanced so far yourself; but teach
all you are taught. Learn first, but when you héwarned, then let others learn from you! As your
Master, be teaching the gospel everywhere.

Forget not thaHe lived,and His living wageaching His actions were so many heads of His life-
sermon. His every movement was instructive. He vabout doing good; make your life tally with your
teaching, and make your life to be a part of y@aaching—no, make it the best part of your discaurse
The most solid and most emphatic teaching that sdnoen you should be what yalo rather than what
you say; and Christ has sent you into the worldHat end.

Our Lord came, alsdp suffer for the cause of truth and righteousndisgou follow Him closely,
you must expect to suffer, also. Do not cry outuhty as though some strange thing had happened to
you. Take joyfully the spoiling of your good nanieChrist has sent you forth like sheep in the rmifs
wolves, wonder not that the wolf gives you a bitévao; is it not his nature? Let the wolf howl, lild
not trouble yourself about it, for what else shoallolf do? When pain, weakness, and bodily infiymi
seize on you, and you lie for days and weeks togsdpain all through the sleepless nights, tdlali
patiently, and say, “I am sent to show patiencat, then may see what grace can do.”

You are sento save menlt is true that you have not tedeemthem by bloodthat the Lord has
done most effectually! You have not to suffer asibstitute; for His one sacrifice has sufficed. Bo
are sent to seek and to save that which was logtrdaglaiming salvation by Christ Jesus. Every man
who is saved, himself, should feel that he is dadé once to labor for the salvation of others! i¥ou
election is not only election to personal salvatibat to personadervice You are chosen that, through
your being saved; others may be called into the hiippiness. View this very clearly, and get iedixn
your minds, and then carry it out in your dailyelé/

“Ah,” you say, “our Lord might very well give Hineff up to His work; for if He had not done so,
the whole world must have perished.” Listgour work is also indispensablélow is the work of
Christ to be made effectual among the sons of methkir salvation? Must they nbear it, that they
may believe it? How shall they hear without a phesi@ | venture to say that as the salvation of man
depended upon Christ, so, in another sense, thatwal of men at this hour depends upon the chafch
God. If believers do not go and preach Christ, wiilg? If you that love Him do not commend Him,
who will? Do you think that the Houses of Parliamerill ever meet together to consider the
evangelization of the heathen? If the governmedittakke such work in hand, it could do nothing, ifor
is not a fit agent, and it would hinder rather tlnetp the good design. Do you think the worldlinips
skeptics, the critics will ever unite to spread Kmgdom of Christ and save the souls of men? Do no
dream it! If the church of God does not go forthham holy errand, nothing will be done. “But it rhig
be done by angels,” says one. | know it might, bumto the angels has He not put in subjection the
world to come, whereof we speak.” He has commitietb us the word of reconciliation, even to us
who are men; and we must attend to it, or gredt guil lie upon us. | should like every Christidan
feel that he has to be the instrument of salvatorertain persons. It is all allotted; the whodietry is
measured and divided, and we have each our partiach we must conquer for our Lord! If | belong to
the tribe of Judah, | have to help my brothers siatérs to drive out the Canaanites from our portib
you belong to the tribe of Issachar, or Benjamoy ynust look to your own allotment, and clear ithod
enemy. Joshua is the leader, but every Israelite Kis army. Christ has power over all flesh, las t
head of the body, and He has given to each of Hisibers a portion of His power so that each member
of His body has power over some portion of the flabh,” and that power must be used in the givhg
eternal life to as many as the Father has givelesos! God grant that you may feel this, and matpgo
your work as Christ went to His!

lIl. This leads me a little further, and | now inviteuyio CONSIDER HOW OUR LORD CAME;
for this will show us how we ought to go forwardevhwe are sent.

First, our Lord camwvith alacrity. The work of our Redeemer was no forced work. ks sent; but
He willingly came—

“Down from the shining seats above
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With joyful haste He fled.”
“Lo, | come to do Your will, O God,” He said. Hera cheerfully among the sons of men. You that are
sent of Christ must always go gladly to your sezyigever look as if you were driven to the fiekkli
oxen which love not the plow. God does not deligha slavish spirit. If we serve Christ becausé¢hef
yoke of duty, we shall serve badly; but when ouvise is our pleasure; when we thank God that to us
is this grace given that we should “preach amomrgQGlentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,” then
we shall labor wisely, zealously, and acceptably.

Next, our Lord camevith authority The Lord God had sent Him. He had the FatherigbEck. Be
sure that when Jesus sends you, you are investhcauthority, and they that despise you do it atrth
peril. Your blunders and mistakes are not authdribait so far as you speak His Word with a desire f
His glory, he that receives you receives Chriseneas our Lord said, “He that receives Me receives
Him that sent Me.” God is with you, be not afragdur Lord will not let your words fall to the grodn

Our Lord camewith ability, too. What did His ability consist in? Mainly ihis—“The Spirit of the
Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me.” iBh&so where your sufficiency must be found, and
you can have as much as you please of it. You ¢agetoevery faculty of the brain, but you can have
every influence of the Spirit. It may be you canredch the highest form of education or of utteeanc
but these things are not vital; God can speak loy gtammering tongue, even as in the case of Moses.
You shall do the Lord’s work, and do it well, if yaare anointed of the Holy Spirit. He who does
Christ’s work in Christ's power works an abiding neavhich will eternally glorify God. He who sends
us out into the world to carry the gospel to evasature will give us divine grace to obey His londyp

Our Lord camevith absorption Jesus came, as | have said before, to do whatadesent to do, and
nothing else. He meddled with nothing beyond Hisatmn; every thought of His manhood, every
power of His Godhead, He devoted to fulfilling taeand on which He came. His zeal had eaten Him
up. He was covered with it as with a cloak. The radmist was all on fire, and all on fire with one
desire, that He might finish the work which His lr@thad given Him to do; for this joy He endured th
cross, despising the shame.

Our Lord camewith abiding resolvéo go through with His mission to the end. He naheught of
going back. He steadfastly set His face to go taskem. He pressed through shame and through death
to accomplish our redemption. In these days wel ghatl do much unless we have a desperate
determination to persevere in the teeth of diftiesl Those who can go back will go back. Remember
how Gideon proclaimed throughout the host, thany man was faint-hearted he might go home? So do
we proclaim today—go home if you are wavering! éuydo not love Christ enough to be resolved to
serve Him to the last, what is the good of you? Yioli break down, and lose us the victory at some
important crisis. He that has been bought with lileod of Christ, and knows it, feels that he must
endure to the end; for only he that endures tcetiteshall be saved. We go because our Lord’s sgndin
compels us. “Woe is unto me if | preach not thepgts Woe is unto you if you do not teach the
children, or speak to individuals, or write lettevs in some way fulfill your mission!

I\VV. Bear with me a little, while | bid you CONSIDER HOWUR LORD BEHAVED AS THE
SENT ONE. Oh, that we may learn from Him how tdiflubur own mission!

Our Lordbegan early While He was yet a youth, He said, “Know you tta@t | must be about My
Father’'s business?” As soon as ever a man is cavdre should inquire, “Lord, what will You have
me do?” Young believer, do not let many weeks passx your head before you have attempted
something for your Lord! | will correct that exhation; | wish you would not let singleday pass away
without your bearing testimony for your Master.

But, next,our Lord waited very patientlyHe was 30 years old before He preached openlyduVe
not know all that He did in the workshop at Nazarés it not possible that He supported His widowed
mother by His labor? We do not know, but of this ave sure, that it is the first duty of many young
men to look after their parents. It is the dutyathfto “show piety at home.” Many Christian womeiilw
have done well if they have carried out home dutidse was a holy woman upon whose grave they
placed this epitaph, “She made home happy.” Thighiat Jesus did for the first 30 years of His |He
was doing the Father’s will when He was a young matamome. Though He did not preach, yet while He
was working and learning, He was carrying out thgppse for which He was sent.
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When the time came for Him to commence His motdipwservice He sought proper entrangeto
it. He did not blunder into God’s work by a rushdamleap; He went to John to be baptized, and to be
publicly recognized as the Messiah. John was tiepand he opened the gate to the Good Shepherd
who came in by the door, and did not climb up sather way. He came to John who represented the
prophetic chair of the Jewish church, and so Heredtinto His work as minister in a lawful and peop
way. | like our young friends, when they feel theme has come for public service, to begin in tigh
style and due order, carrying out the Lord’s mimdhie Lord’s way. Willfulness in beginning may tiaro
a man out of gear as to his future work; and iiasga spirit ill-prepared for acceptable service.

That being passedee how He labored at His workle was always doing the Father’s will. He
worked all day, and every day, and everywhere, esmérybody. Some Christian people can only render
occasional service. They are very good at a Comuenthey save up their holiness for meetings. At a
religious gathering they are in fine form, but treeg not everyday saints. The kind of person theath
needs most is the maid-of-all-work; the worker wdam turn his hand to anything which providence
allots him, and is glad to do so, however humbitmgay be. My venerated grandmother owned a set of
choice china, which, | believe, is, part of it,@ristence today. Why does it exist now? It has it
service! It only came out on high-days and holidayaybe once in six months when ministers and
friends came to tea. It was a very nice set ofoblitha; too good for children to break. Some Clarsi
are like that fine old ware; it would not do to ukem too often. They are too good for everydayeyrh
do not teach their servants, and never try to nengoor people in their own neighborhood to Chhst;
they talk well at a Conference. Oh, you fine biteegg-shell china, | know you! Don’t fear! | am not
going to break you! Yet | would somewhat troublaiywy the remark that in the case of such ware as
you are, more pieces get broken in the cupboaiddhahe table! You will last all the longer if yget
to work for Christ in everyday work! Jesus was st out for particular occasions, and neitheyate
We use our Lord for a thousand hallowed purposes.eaen so will He use us from time to time if we
are but ready and willing.

Notice about our Lord’s service, thiis prayers always kept pace with His woilkis is where
most of us fail. When our Lord had a long day’s kyave find Him taking a long night’s prayer. “I hav
so much to do,” says one, “that | could not be lamgrayer.” That is putting the case upwards the
wrong way! When you have most to do, you have nmestd to pray, and unless you keep up the
proportion, your offering will fail in quality. Théoly incense was sweet before God, because in that
sacred compound there was a proportion of eacle;said so in our lives there must be a due measure
of Word, work, prayer, and praise. | may say ofyprawhat one said of salt in the Scripture, “Salt
without prescribing how much.” Prayer can nevernrbexcess. You can salt meat too much, but you
cannot salt your service too much with prayer!dtiyare accustomed to pray in your walk and works, a
all hours and seasons, you do not err. There ngiebe in any of us a superfluity of devotion. God
help you to be like His Son, who, though He wad,semd had the Father with Him, yet could not live
without prayer! May you not only feel your needpoéyer, but fill up that need abundantly!

Once more, in all that Jesus die¢ remained in constant fellowship with the Fathde said, “He
that sent Me is with Me.” That is a beautiful seme Let me repeat it—"He that sent Me is with Me.”
The great Father had never to call to Jesus andGayne nearer. You are departing from Me. You are
too busy with Mary and Lazarus, and Peter and Jahd,so You are forgetting Me.” No, no. He did
always the things that pleased God, and He wasyalira communion with the great Father in
everything that He did. “Ah!” says one, “it is hamwlcommune with God, and be very busy.” Yes, but i
will prove harder, still, to have been very busydaot to have dwelt with God. It is easy to do much
when you walk with God; and easier still to makgr@at fuss, and do nothing because the Lord is away
To get near omnipotence will not magkeu omnipotent, but it will make yoteel omnipotence working
with you. Oh, that we might thus dwell with God Besus did; for He has sent us for this, even as the
Father sent Him!

| would leave with you four words. We are senerdéfore whenever we try to press Christ upon men
we are not guilty of intrusiariWe have sometimes known strangers asked in lte @bout their souls,
by certain of our friends, and they have grown gragrsuch a question. This is very silly of themiti
not? But | hope the friend who meets with an aragrgwer will not be at all hurt. You are not intuesi
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though the angry person says you are. You are aedtywhere Jesus sends you, you have a right to go!
The postman frequently knocks at the door as latema o’clock. | suppose you need to be asleep. Do
you cry out—“How dare you make that noise?” Nojshthepostmanan officer of Her Majesty, and he

is sent out with the last mail, and must deliver létters. You cannot blame him for doing thatvidiich

he is sent! Go and knock at the doors of the cesedad the sleepy! Give them a startling word. Db n
let them perish for lack of a warning or an inutgat Go on without fear; your commission is your
warrant; if Jesus has sent you, you have a righp&ak even to princes and kings!

Next, we are sent, therefone dare not run awayf Jesus bids us go forward, we must not retreat.
If what we have preached and taught is of Godeifare ridiculed for it, let us take no notice, bigam
ahead. Put more coals in the furnace! Get the stggrand go faster than ever in the same course. We
defy the devil to stop us for we are sent!

Next, we are sent, therefone are sure to be helpe@ur King never sends a servant on an errand at
his own chargeQur own power fails us, but He never allowss power to fail us when engaged in His
service. Those who are sent shall be sustained!

But, if we are sent, remember, lastiye have to give an accour®ur Lord does not call for the
timesheet every night; but a timesheet is keptthalsame, and there will be a day for passindnén t
checks, and we shall have to answer for what we ltlpne. | speak not now to you ungodly ones,
whose account will be terrible at that last great.d50d save you! May you believe on Him whom God
has sent! But now | speak to Christian people: walhave to render in your account, and may God
grant you may not have to make a lamentable retutinis fashion: “On such a day so much wood, and
on such a day so much hay, and on such a day sb stubble.” Let there be down in your book
nothing but gold, silver, and precious stones;ifanust all be tried with fire, and if you yourselfe
saved, if your work is burned up you will sufferséo What pain to find your lifework to be a lot of
wood, hay, and stubble which will blaze furiousiyd die out in ashes! You know what | mean; so
much time spent in planning frivolous amusementgte people, so much talent expended in teaching
what is not the gospel, and so much zeal consumped mnatters which do not concern eternal thingds; al
this will burn. Beloved, do your Master’'s work! Wgouls! Preach Christ! Expound your Bibles! Pray
men to be reconciled to God! Plead with men to céan€hrist! This kind of work will stand the fire,
and when the last great day shall dawn, this withain to glory and honor! God bless you, brethfen,
Christ’s sake!
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