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“But upon Mount Zion shall be deliverance, and thershall be holiness;
and the house of Jacob shall possess their poseeassi
Obadiah 1:17.

THIS is a remarkable passage. Its wording is sargul begins with a, “but,” because the previous
verses have been denouncing judgments upon Edoren\8bd comes forth to punish His enemies He
also comes forth to bless His friends. When Pharmsaverthrown in the Red Sea, it is that Israelyma
pass onward to Canaan. When Amalek is overcome tltat Israel may be at peace. There is a black
cloud as well as the silvery rain. The acceptalelaryof the Lord is the day of vengeance of our God.
This combination so constantly occurs that themsslsaid, “I will sing of mercy and judgment.” The
sword of vengeance is displayed at the same tintleeascepter of divine grace. In that last gregt-da
that coming of the Lord which is the joy and expéion of His people—there will be confusion to His
adversaries. To the ungodly, “the day of the Loilll e darkness, and not light.” When He comeshfort
there will as surely be a curse to the left hana &essing to the right—and both will be everlagti
Hell is as deep as heaven is high, for God, whighiesl in mercy, also hates iniquity, and will pway
the wicked of the earth like dross. God grant ta,yand to me, that we may know on which side we
stand, and may be found in Christ, wearing His taghsness, and accepted in the Beloved so that
whenever the Lord comes forth with plagues for &tisersaries, He may have favor towards us. When,
in the words of verse 16, His foes, “shall be asutih they had not been,” may the full force of the
present text be revealed in our case: “But upon mildlion shall be deliverance, and there shall be
holiness; and the house of Jacob shall possesgtissessions.”

| have no doubt that this promise has been fatfithiready, and that there was a time when theehous
of Israel, restored from captivity, came back torZiand Edom was utterly consumed. “The house of
Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Josepdn#efland the house of Esau for stubble, and thedly sh
kindle in them, and devour them; and there shdlbeocany remaining of the house of Esau; for thelLo
has spoken it.” But the former fulfilment of a pnese does not make it useless like a cashed chduk—t
promise may be presented again, and it will agaimdnored. God’s rules of action amemutable,and
therefore what He did to one company of His pedfdewill do to others of them. God is sovereign, but
yet He acts according to His unchanging naturehab ftom one of His proceedings we may infer the
rest. The temporary restoration of the captivedetmsalem can only have fulfilled the promise upon
very small scale—it has a wider meaning than surcbwvent could exhaust. The Lord is prepared to do
the same on a larger scale, for all those who Ipeir trust in Him. Taking the text as containing a
general principle, | shall use it for our own en@gement, and edification, praying God the HolyiBpi
to make it truly useful.

| notice, in the text, firsta privilege to be desired“Fhe house of Jacob shall possess their
possessions.” Secondlg, favor to be remembereddpon Mount Zion shall be deliverance.” And,
thirdly, a character to be conspicuousAnd there shall be holiness.”

I. First of all, consider A PRIVILEGE TO BE DESIREDh@& land of Canaan had been granted to
Israel by the Lord of all. Each family had a lodgoortion which belonged to it forever, being eleii
upon it by a covenant of salt. Through their shestribes were carried into captivity; the land walsen
from them by their conquerors, and they could nér possess their possessions. Now, the promise
comes to them by the prophet Obadiah: “The housaadb shall possess their possessions.” A property
may be my lawful possession, and yet, for diffemeisons, | may not be able to get at it; it maynbe
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the hands of one who defrauded me of it, or | maydr away, and unable to reach it. The words are
singular, but their meaning is distinct—"They shadssess their possessions.”

Let us use the words as applicablestwils who shall be led to take what is promisetdievers
“The house of Jacob shall possess their possessWiesset before many of you, every Lord’s-Day, the
great possessions of eternal life, of pardon, sfifjaation, of the new birth, sanctification, aat the
other treasures of the covenant of grace. But thdbgy are set before you, and you long after them,
many of you feel unable to grasp them as your ovau know that the tenure of these possessions is
faith, but either you do not understand what faith isyar, for some other reason, fail to exercisent a
S0 you do not appropriate what the gospel freelggito you. You are either confused by ignorance,
dazed by fear as to your sin, or held back byehgptations of the devil. | pray that you may bentgd
divine grace speedily to take what Jesus freelggigo that you may come to possess your possgssion
If you have the power given you today, by faithtake the Lord Jesus Christ as yours; and if yau no
trust in His most precious blood; you need not foaichthat you will be taking possession of whaeslo
not belong to you, for every believing soul may knihat what he takes by faith was bestowed upon
him in the covenant of grace from before the fouiodaof the world! If you believe in Christ, you vee
chosen of God before the world began!

For believers, redemption was specially offereadbiyLord upon the cross—He bought for them the
covenant heritage, and He has made it over to s$eethat it shall be theirs forever. You cannot know
this before you believe! But faith reveals the devsichoice and gift. You who now believe were once
strangers to such an extraordinary joy as that hvbames by faith. You wandered up and down in sin,
knowing nothing of what free grace and dying loael lllone for you—but now you have come to God,
and you have ventured by faith to take possesdiavhat the Lord so freely offers in the gospel; and
behold, it is revealed to you that these thingseweurs in the purpose of God, even from everlgstin
Now is it fulfilled to you: “The house of Jacob #hpossess their possessions.” God gave you all
covenant blessings in Christ Jesus according ashblge you, in Him, from before the foundation & th
world. God saw you in Christ as His elect, His belh His redeemed, and therefore for you He
prepared a kingdom which you inherit through Hiaogr. If you have now the confidence to believe in
Christ Jesus, and to say, “My Beloved is mine, hagh His,” then you shall know that in grasping
gracious blessings, you do but come to your ownl Jgossess your possessions! Let it be the prayer of
everyone here who by faith has entered into rhat, dthers may now be brought in that so the number
of the elect may be accomplished, and that all mareprovisions may be received by those for whom
they are prepared. Oh, for the bringing home tar tGed, and to their own possessions those who are
now prodigals, starving in the far-off country!

Let us go a step further. Beloved friends, manyfayh have laid hold upon the covenant
possessions, but yet they do faity possess them. The text leads me to praylbktvers may enjoy
fully what they have grasped by faitbhrist is mine, but, beloved, who among us knaWhat is ours
in Christ? He is a case which is all ours, but wendt open its doors, and take out all its treasueir
possessions in Christ are very wide, but we nedxtoid, like Abraham, to lift up our eyes to theth
and to the south, and to the east and to the westwe may form a clearer idea of the goodly land
which the Lord our God has given us! \Beethe blessings of the covenant, but dofeedon them as
we might! Do we drink deep into them, and is owlsatisfied as with marrow and fatness by them? |
fear we do not by enjoyment possess our possessidas, with many believers, times of actual
realization and enjoyment are rare—they can tatkuakhe blessing, but they do not habitually regoic
in it themselves. “Oh, yes,” they say, “it is a yefelightful thing to be washed in the blood of the
Lamb.” But do they enjoy the peace which flows froleansing? Have they “received the atonement,”
and with it that peace with God which follows ugastification by faith? Do they delight in “the pma
of God which passes all understanding” You knoeardorothers and sisters, that it is your high
privilege to have access to the mercy seat; butodiausethat access, and come often and boldly to the
throne of grace? Do you avail yourselves of yoysasfunities? Do you make the utmost use of prayer?
In other holy matters do you really stand where @malld have you stand? Are you as rich as Christ
has made you? A man may have large possessionyetbeé practically poor because he is miserly in
his expenditure. Is it not so with many a childGdd? All things are ours, and yet we live as iffvirog
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were ours! Like a horse shut out of the pasturesnivble round the hedges—nbetter far for us takee |
sheep which enter in and lie down in green pastiés for grace to appropriate by enjoyment those
treasures of the covenant which make the souljéeceewith joy unspeakable and full of glory!

| pray that we may not look in at the windows loé tbanqueting hall, but may sit at the table, and
possess our possessions. Why should we be hundrthasty when Christ has given us His flesh to be
meat, indeed, and His blood to be drink, indeed? \&tould we be hanging down our heads like
bulrushes when the Lord loves us, and would haggdyi to be in us that our joy may be full? Why are
we so dispirited by our infirmities when we knovathlehovah is our strength, and our song—He also
has become our salvation? | tell you, brothers sistérs, we do not possess our possessions! We are
like an Israelite who should say, “Yes, those w#saof land are mine. Those vineyards, olives, agsl
pomegranates are mine. Those fields of wheat, arldybare mine, yet | am starving.” Why do you not
drink the blood of the grapes? He answers, “I cancely tell you why, but so it is—I walk througet
vineyards, and | admire the clusters, but | neastet them. | gather the harvest, and | thrash then
barn floor, but | never grind it into corn, nor cfart my heart with a morsel of bread.” Surely trgs
wretched work! Is it not folly carried to an extrefthl trust the children of God will not copy this
madness! Let our prayer be that we may use and ¢omjthe utmost all that the Lord has given us by
His grace, and so possess our possessions!

Go a step further. We possess our possessibien we hold firmly what we enjoyoo many
Christians hold their blessings with a feeble harigey-expectwhere they ought tenjoy—and think
where they ought tenow! They are never sure, and thus they do not “pogkesspossessions.” They
are not sufficiently at home with spiritual things be said to possess them. At times they rise into
rapturous joy—I think | heard one of them sing titleer day—

“My willing soul would stay

In such a frame as this

And sit and sing herself away

To everlasting bliss.”
But the brother very soon came down from that maanthe sister soon quit Tabor, and made her way
to the place of wailing. Why this fickleness? Samoenot stay long enough in the garden of assuremce
see a single fruit ripen—they do not possess ftwssessions! It is a grand thing when the gracgoaf
enables a man to say, “I know whom | have beliewed am persuaded that He is able to keep that
which | have committed unto Him.” When happy fegbrvanish, faith abides the same. Be it night or be
it day, our soul waits only upon God, for our expéion is from Him! When you have such a grip & th
everlasting covenant, that if all the devils inliveére to try to drag it from you, you would detyeir
efforts; for it is well with you! We knowthen that we have passed from death unto life! We kitoat
Christ is ours, and that we are His. We are regtingim, and are saved in Him with an everlasting
salvation. Who shall separate us from the love ofl @hich is in Jesus Christ our Lord? When we are
thus assured, we theeally possess our possessions—our title deeds are hefoaad the inheritance is
within sight of our faith. If a man is living in lmouse which does not belong to him, he can hardly b
said to possess it. He may be at any moment dexduiib not ejected altogether. If one who can prove
his claim comes that way, out he must go! Beloved, God has given us a covenant right in Christ
Jesus to the blessings of His grace—we cannotdmteei! Justice is on our side as well as graceesinc
Jesus died. Our tenure is not uncertain; becawsses Jges we shall live, also. Blessed is he wiawjrig
believed in the Lord Jesus, is able to sing—

“Now | can read my title clear

To mansions in the skies,

| bid farewell to every fear,

And wipe my weeping eyes.”
May this be the lot of all the memberstbis church, and of all my Lord’s servantsaueryplace!

I have not come to the end of my tether yet. | filanother meaning upon these words, and apply
them tosouls realizing things to comBrothers and sisters, we have possessions wiedmnawe not yet
seen, and cannot as yet enter upon—

“I have a heritage of joy
Which yet | must not see.
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The hand that bled to make it mine

Is keeping it for me.”
We believe in the Second Coming of our Lord fronaven, and in the glory that shall follow. We
believe in the resurrection of the dead, and tkenat bliss of the godly in heaven. We believe that
shall dwell with Christ forever and ever. Can wesgess these possessions even now? We cannot now
rise from the dead, for we are not yet buried. \@enot yet walk the golden streets, for we have not
passed through the gate of pearl. Yet, by the zat@dins offaith, we may make these things to be so
near that we may measurably enjoy them even now-saralready possess our possessions! “He has
raised us up together, and made us sit togethleeanenly places in Christ Jesus.” Though we are not
actually in heaven, yet in union with our Lord we airtually there. We have been buried and risen
with Him in baptism. We have been raised from spali death into newness of life, and we have gone
up above all earthly things into the heavenliesemghwe dwell. Yes, Beloved, faith has a strange
realizing faculty—imagination can do much in thisedtion—but faith can do far more. By imagination
a man can make fiction appear fact; faith has ngtho do with fiction, but it makes the sure hopés
the future to be the pleasures of the presenthkart become the vestibule of heaven! Life here beay
the rehearsal of the glory-life above. Even herawag possess our possessions by enjoying a pefriod o
rest, “as the days of heaven upon the earth.” Aiyeae have the earnest of the inheritance in the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and we have obtairtbdt inheritance in Christ—

“The men and women of grace

Have found glory begun below

Celestial fruits on earthly ground

From faith and hope do grow.”
More and more may we enjoy the peace, the respuhty, the victory of heaven—and thus possess our
possessions!

One other meaning and upon this | am going tcelaphasis—we long to seeuls winning others
for Jesus | think when it says, “The house of Jacob shaligess their possessions,” it may also mean
the possessions of their enemies, for, in th® a8d 28 verses, we read—They of the south shall
possess the Mount of Esau, and they of the planPthilistines: and they shall possess the fields of
Ephraim, and the fields of Samaria: and Benjamall gfossess Gilead. And the captivity of this hafst
the children of Israel shall possess that of thea@aites, even unto Zarephath; and the captivity of
Jerusalem, which is in Zarephath, shall possessitiee of the south.” The saints annex the tenigof
their enemies which are theirs in Christ Jesus. whele world belongs to Christ, and in His name we
are to possess it for Him. As yet we see not ahlgé put under Him—the enemy abides in His
strongholds. Ah, how terribly does the enemy keigghbld on London! Beloved, we long that this text
may prove true to us, by our achieving the captdirthis great city! “There is very much land yetde
possessed,” and we must press on our conquese inatme of Jesus! We must carry the war into the
enemy'’s country, and storm fort after fort for Jasthis land is a part of Christ's own kingdom; lest
take it! Is this to be done?rtustbe done! We must not be satisfied till millionsabat our Lord’s feet;
until Jesus, by the grace of God, possesses thamashe west, the north and the south. | redasdas
a promise to us—“The house of Jacob shall postessgossessions.” Drunkenness must come down
like Jericho before the trumpets of Israel! Sin &whery, like the iron chariots of the Canaaniteast
be broken in pieces before our holy faith! Unbelefl superstition, like the hosts of Jabin, muse gi
way before the everlasting gospel whiaolistandshall conquer! Oh that the whole church would be up
and doing for the Lord our King! Oh, for a daundldaith to go up and possess the gates of our esémi
This is one of God’s great designs. He has chosemand brought us to Zion that there we may find
deliverance for ourselves, and then may lead otfwetse Deliverer! Is it not written in the 2Verse,
“And saviors shall come up on Mount Zion to judge Mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the
Lord’s”? If we have been chosen of God, we havenl@®wsen with this objective—that we gather out
from the world the rest of the Lord’s redeemed—uaiml for our King the nations now in revolt against
Him. Many of us are, just now, praying day and hiat this may be our best year—that we may have
a larger increase than ever before. | invite ybtiogloin with me in this continual supplicatiomamay
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it come to pass before our own eyes, that, in Tlaisernacle, “the house of Jacob shall possess their
possessions.”

II. So much upon the main part of our discourse. Tasrdwo other things to be handled, and, first,
comes this—A FAVOR TO BE REMEMBERED—*Upon Mount Ashall be deliverance.” This fact
should help us to possess our possessions! SeeGuathhas done for us! What can He not do? Is
anything too hard for the Lord? That you may sesftince of the passage, let me work out its meaning

We have been saveiy, “Upon Mount Zion shall be deliverance” and teeve found it so. In Christ
Jesus we have been saved! The Revised Versiom, HeisMount Zion there shall be those that escape.
We have escaped from sin, death, and hell. Onleeofiteatest expositors of the Minor prophets réads
“Upon Mount Zion there shall be an escaped remhavitich indicates a people small and weak, but
effectually rescued—and such are we! This renderamginds us of that other prophet who said, “In
Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem shall be deliveraaog, in the remnant whom the Lord shall call” (Joel
2:32). Glory be to God! We are saved! Delitzschdsed, “Upon Mount Zion will be that which has
been saved.” Yes, we have been saved—saved froituapdeath, saved from punishment, saved from
sin itself, saved unto the glory of our God! We haeeib saved, not on Mount Sinai, for there the law
thunders terribly—but on Mount Zion where the blaafdsprinkling speaks better things than that of
Abel! Because of this deliverance, let us go up pudlish salvation, and proclaim the name of our
Deliverer! Listen to His voice, you captives, thaiu, also, may be delivered! Look to Him, you
perishing, that you also may be saved! Now may eedully possess our possessions, since we are
saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation!

We are daily savedpr the text says, “Upon Mount Zion shall be deflance.” Salvation abides
there atall times. Not only have wbeensaved, but ware saved continually from all evil. If we fall
into trouble at any time, we fly to Jesus. If werddourly temptations, we look to Jesus for hourly
succor. We have present salvation. Let us not tbfrdur salvation as a matter which was finishedsn
on a certain day, and then and there ended. Coamers the beginning of sanctification, and
sanctification is the life-long working out of sation. Grace will always be needed from day to day
until we enter into glory. In Mount Zion, in Chridésus, in the Word, and in the church of God tleese
fountain of salvation which never dries up. Ifstso, let us enjoy it, without stint, now and alglalyet
us be rich in abiding treasure. Let us be happpewer-failing safety, and let us seek to bring this
deliverance to others.

We are few, comparatively reminded you of that reading of the text—"Upidiount Zion shall be
an escaped remnant.” | will not make guesses ash&b the number of God’s chosen will be in the end.
But at present, taking the most charitable viewhaigs, the saved ones are as a handful of cothen
top of the mountains, or as the gleanings of théage. The world lies in the wicked one, and theke
are in Christ Jesus are a small remnant; that cigegrord, “Fear not, little flock, it is your Fathe
good pleasure to give you the kingdom,” is stilplgable to the church! When we accept the most
enlarged notion of the numbers making up the chwfcbod at the present day, and compare that
slender company with the population of the globés like comparing a drop in a bucket to the fawbr
the temple. Ah, me! Let us not despair—if God heagesd us, though we are but few, He will accomplish
His purposes by us. He saves not by many, nor Wy lf8s own right arm gets unto Him the victory!
You are able to possess the land, few as you ar! g forth in the same spirit as the 12 did wkiga
Holy Spirit rested upon them at Pentecost—and fewaa may be, you can yet subdue the nations for
Christ.

We are chosen by divine grada Mount Zion the escaped remnant are men chbgegrace, and
ordained unto this deliverance. If you believe Bat has chosen you, nothing should daunt you. More
courage comes into the heart through a grip ofdthatrine of election, than by any other truth ofdGo
Let a man believe that God has ordained him to dnishat, and he goes forward with irresistible
resolve! The man impressed with his election crasheugh every difficulty as though he were a bolt
of iron shot from some tremendous cannon by a masaeksman. Who shall hinder my accomplishing
that to which God has appointed me? | shall fuifiy destiny! Who shall hinder me? In this therais
mighty motive for pressing on to possess our pesses, and win for Christ the purchase of His blood
“The remnant has obtained it.” The victory remainth the people whom the Lord has chosen!
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Notice this, that we arset for the deliverance of otherBhe Lord’s purpose of grace to any man
does not end with that one man. He chooses onewithna view to others. When God chooses a
company of men to eternal life, it is that they nimeythe salt of the earth, and the light of thelaor
Jehovah chose Israel that the favored nation meglgive the oracles of God, and preserve themhéor t
ages to come. If He has chosen us, and brouglt HsstMount Zion, it is that, finding deliverancer f
ourselves, we may go forth and bear the tidings tf the ends of the earth! Is it not written, “Qof
Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of thed.érom Jerusalem”? Brothers and sisters, we otayht
go in and possess the land, and win the peopléekus, for that is why we are we chosen! Has Hedsav
you? Has He taken you out from among the fallensnm@smankind? Has He chosen you by His
discriminating grace? Oh, then you are not your-ewou are His forever, and you are not to live for
yourselves, but for His glory, and for the makingokwn of His salvation among your fellow men!
Beloved, take heart and courage, and let your dmilsig with high enterprise and noble purpose! Say
to yourselves, “It shall be true, ‘the house ofalashall possess their possessions,’ for we knowa of
truth that there is deliverance upon Mount Zion.”

lIl. Our final word is perhaps the most important of altall your attention to a third matter,
namely, THE CHARACTER TO BE CONSPICUOUS. “Upon Mowion shall be deliverance, and
there shall be holiness It is throughholinessthat the house of Jacob shall enter into thatgssssn of
which | have spoken at so great length. If themeoidoliness, then there has been no deliverancd—an
there shall be no possessing of possessions. ldslisea link which is essential to the golden cldin
blessings. If we are without holiness, we shallses the Lord on our side.

To give you the bearing of the words before usnhark, first, that it might be translated, “Upon
Mount Zion shall be deliverance, atidere shall be a sanctuary,dr, “a holy place”™—an inviolate
sanctuary of God. The people of God are the teropl&od. The church of God should be God’s
peculiar dwelling place where He walks as King is Bwn palace. The temple of the Godhead, is, first
of all, the person of Christ, and next the churtthe living God. “This is My rest; here will | dWefor
| have desired it.” With what dignity is the churclvested, when it is, in very deed, the templ&otl!
When we come together in our solemn gatherings,empecially when we surround the communion
table, and are visibly seen as a church, let ulled with solemn awe and holy trembling—for the
Lord is among us as He was in Sinai; or, bettdlr a8 He was in the holy of holies in the Tabelaaxf
old. True saints are living stones of the livinghf#e where the Lord Jehovah deigns to make Himself
known! Unless we can realize this, we shall nospes our possessions. If your church membership is
mere trifle to you; if you think that a church isnply a community of people who meet together for
religious purposes, you miss the mark. The churaktroe the sanctuary of God—the place where God
reveals Himself—and if it is not so, the men andnea who make up that church have never tasted the
divine deliverance, and neither will they possdmsrtpossessions! Without the presence of Goden th
church, it has no power to subdue the world tdfaité.

The great thing that makes God’s people a holypleeds the presence of God with therde
sanctifies both the place of His abode, and thleasedome near to Him. It is holy ground where Jathov
reveals Himself, though it is but in a bush. Godusrywhere, but He is not everywhere as He isign H
church. There is a special, gracious presence dfithe midst of His chosen people, and this tha
makes them “holiness unto the Lord.” Have you éxesn forced to cry with Jacob, “How dreadful is
this place!” and that because you had also crigdirély God was in this place!"? In a gathering of
saints, when you have drawn near in solemn pray&oad, and have laid hold upon the covenant angel
and prevailed, have you not felt that you wereltbed’s? We are never as holy as when we are near to
God! God’s overshadowing presence sanctifies the wigom it covers! Beloved, wausthave this or
we cannot conquer the nations! If God is not wish and the shout of a King is not in the camp,eher
will be no brave deeds done in the battle! The dhureeds reviving at home. We hear men talk of
“getting up a revival.” What idle talk is this! the church of God becomes spiritually quickened, th
revival will come—but no way else. Lets carefully see to ouholiness,and God will see to our
success

Next to thisthere must be holy teachingthere shall be holiness.” All the teaching thaegdorth
from us must be God’s holy truth, and not the dredrhuman wisdom. If | hear of a ministry under
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which there are no conversions, | usually find tihas not a holy ministry. If in the teaching tleeis
nothing which is calculated to convert sinners,caanot wonder that it is not used to that end.gb|
fishing with a torn net, is it any wonder that fkaano fish? God will not convert souls by unholy
sermons, for it would not be to His glory to do Bwtrumentality must be fitted for what it aims and
soul-saving sermons must deal wsih, salvation,and with theblood of Jesus! What have we to do with
themes which are foreign to our design? If | weredame here and talk to you about strikes, or Home
Rule, or Socialism, and should you pray to Goddovert souls by my discourse—would it not be a
mockery or worse? | think so. Zion must have hotgaghing if she is to have conquering power.
Whatever our ministry lacks, it must be said ofThere shall be holiness,” or there will be de@thhe

pot. Oh that the preacher might always be holy'edslwe preach a holy God, a holy doctrine, a holy
gospel, and holy practice, we sow the wind!

Beloved, we must maintaimoly ordinancesGod forbid that we should put a slight upon bapti
and the Supper of the Lord! Some have rejectecetbasred institutions—and how they will answer for
it in the day when Christ shall come! If the Lomkds has ordained these institutions, how dareetve s
them aside? Surely this is presumptuously mourttnifpe throne of Christ, pushing Him from the seat
of legislation, and daring to make laws for ourselvNo—there shall bboliness,andthen we shall
possess our possessions, and find in the ordinaneass of instruction and usefulness.

There must be holiness in the formhafly pleadigy. If every member of this church, which has
enjoyed so much of divine favor, could be arousechighty intercession for the souls of men, should
we not see great things? If every member were iinesa in praying for the visitations of God, and if
everyone pleaded day and night for the displayivhd power—and added to his pleading that which
would prove it to be sincere, namely, his own imndiinal effort—what a day would break upon us! It
would be a morning without clouds! | see no reasty it should not be so. | pray it may be realiz¢d
once. May our ideal become a fact! May God Himédlill the promise, “There shall be holiness”!
Holiness will breed prayer, and prayer will bringwer—and that power will work mightily for the
glory of the Lord.

One thing more-there must be holy livingPrayer meetings—what are they if they are heldaby
number of people who do not serve the Lord at hoRreaching—what is that if the preacher preaches
what he has never experienced, and is not pregarptactice? Teaching in Sunday schools—what is
that if the children are taught by frivolous persavhose lives are destitute of piety? God will biess
us to the effecting of His purposes of salvatiofess we are clothed with holiness as with a garment
Zion’s priests must put on their snow-white garrsewit holy living if they are to offer an acceptable
sacrifice before Jehovah! If | might plead on myeé&s with tears in my eyes, | would beseech every
brother and sister here to be holy! Hear how thedlsays, “Be you holy, for I am holy.” “Be you
imitators of God as dear children.” “Put you on theed Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the
flesh.” “Let your conversation be as it becomes fuspel of Christ.” You cannot possess your
possessions to your own joy unless your lives avinéss unto the Lord! You cannot have full
assurance; you cannot rise to close communion @fithst; you cannot anticipate the joys of heaven—
you cannot be useful to men unless you carefulgyabe Lord, and walk in holiness before Him. Our
hearts can truly pray—

“Yet one thing we need,

More holiness grant,

For more of Your mind

And Your Spirit we pant.”
If this panting is fulfilled, all things will go wewith us.

Obey the word of exhortation. As we so eagerlyirdethat we may have a great increase to this
church through numerous conversions, let us lag/tthiour hearts, that we must laly—for if we are
not holy, we shall not be fit to blelessedThe unholy worker is not really in earnebte may have a
factitious or fictitious earnestness, but heartsgasfor souls is not found in unholy men. Unlees are
thoroughly consecrated to God, and then sanctifiethe Spirit, you will not speak with that acceift
conviction which carries the truth of God home he tearer. Do you not know yourselves that when
you have listened to a clever preacher who hagpmibuslity—but is a mere actor, and known to be of
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worldly habits—his preaching has no power in it ymu? What he said was all very well, but it fell
flat—he was a clever and eloquent man, but he didouch you. When | heard George Muller some
years ago, there was nothing of oratory in whasdid; but then there was George Muller behind it—
and every syllable had weight! That blessed make@s one who had experienced what he said. His
long life of faith in God made every word powerfuith the heart and conscience. Teachers of Bible
classes and schools; a holy life must be your paweyour classes, or your words will be to your
children as idle tales!

If they see your lives to be unholjpe ungodly will reject your testimongnd it will be no wonder
that they do so! Thegeedto reject it. They are looking for excuses to e¢eje and they will gladly find
an argument in your unhallowed conversation. Thalysay, “The man does not believe it, himself, or
else he would not live as he does.” | heard of ai® was asked by her minister whether she
remembered last Sunday’s sermon. “No,” she sdids ‘all gone.” “But you ought to remember it,” dai
the minister. “No,” she replied, “I am not to bepexted to do so, for you did not remember it
yourself—you read it all from a paper.” The arguminif the preacher does not remember his own
preaching to put it into practice, how can he expticers to do so? Shall the taught excel the &x&ch
Brother, you lose your leverage of power if yod flaiholiness!

What is moresaints cannot pray for a blessing on a work whilnat holy If you work for God in
an unholy way, or work for God rightly, yet, nevetess, are inconsistent in your ordinary life, the
people of God will be grieved, and will find it iragsible to pray for you. “Ah!” said one to me, iali
of his minister of whom | was sorry that he sholée so to speakY'dbumay well have a blessing, for
God’s people love to pray forou, but as for our minister, he is a fine preacher, thete is nothing
gracious about him, and none of the Lord’s peopkd tirawn to him.” This is a grievous loss to a
man—a leak which will sink his ship. Can any goane of a ministry for which saints cannot pray?
Unless the people of God see in a man downrighsexmation to God, and holiness of spirit and life,
they cannot feel that union of heart which produné=rcession.

Lastly, God Himself will not honor a ministry which is ramtcompanied by holy charactédow can
God set His seal to an unholy life? Ah, brothefsté can go into the world, and sin as others dthal
days of the week, it will be in vain to pull oves the garb of sanctity on Sunday, and say, “l am a
witness for Christ.” What does God think of sucmawoct? Does He call on evil men to be His
witnesses? He hates hypocrisy, and therefore Haotappend the “signs following” to a ministry
which is impure! O my brothers, we desire hononfrthe Lord in conversions. We would not be as
Saul, when he laid hold on Samuel, and cried, “Hane before the people!” All the honor which
rhetoric and oratory could bring would be nothiogus if we did not see souls saved!

O you that are not yet believers in Jesus, howhmueish that you were so! May you be led to
believe at once in Him whose death must be yoer Wfho must Himself be your salvation! Look to
Him and live! And you that are Christ’s, | beg ytmuremember the remarkable expression of the text,
and may you “possess your possessions”! Amen.
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