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“Moreover by them is Your servant warned: and indq@ng of them there is great reward.”
Psalm 19:11.

THIS is the declaration of one of God’s servants; them isYour servantvarned.” Only for men
made obedient by divine grace is this passageenriffly hearer, are you God’s servant? Let us begin
with that question. Remember that if you are not’'&servant, you are the bond-slave of sin, and the
wages of sin is death.

The Psalmist, in this psalm, has compared the Vdbi@od to the sun. The sun in the heavens is
everything to the natural world; and the Word ofd3@o the heart is everything in the spiritual world
The world would be dark, dead, and fruitless withike sun; and what would the mind of the Christian
be without the illuminating influence of the Worél @od? If you despise Holy Scripture, you are like
one that despises the sun! It would seem that y@bland, and worse than blind, for even those auth
sight enjoy the warmth of the sun. How depravedyaxe if you can perceive no heavenly luster about
the Book of God! The Word of the Lord makes our!daynakes our spring! It makes our summer! It
prepares and ripens all our fruit! Without the WafdGod, we should be in the outer darkness of
spiritual death. | have not time, this morning,stam up the blessings which are showered upon us
through the sun’s light, heat, and other influen&s is it with the perfect law of the Lord; when i
comes in the power of the Spirit of God upon thel,sib brings unnumbered blessings; blessings more
than we, ourselves, are able to discern.

David, for a moment, dwelt upon the delights ofdGdNord. He said, “More to be desired are they
than gold, yes, than much fine gold: sweeter dism thoney and the honeycomb.” The revelation of
God enriches the mind with knowledge, the hearhwimfort, the life with holiness, and the whole
man with divine strength. He that studies, undedgaand appropriates the statutes of the Lortths r
in the truest sense; rich in holiness for thig Ahd rich in preparedness for the life to comeu Wave
mines of treasure if you have the Word of God dweltichly in your heart. But in the sacred Book we
find not only an enrichment of gold laid up, bytr@sent abundance of sweetness to be now enjoyged. H
that lives upon God’s Word tastes the honey of, l[desweetness far superior to honey; for honey
satiates, though it never satisfies. The more yauelof divine teaching, the more you will wish /b,
and the more will you be capable of enjoying. Hat foves the inspired Book shall have wealth f@r hi
mind, and sweetness for his heart.

But David is mainly aiming at the practical. Sayvimg introduced the sun as the symbol of God’s
Word because of its pleasurable influence, he dditisieover by them is Your servant warned: and in
keeping of them there is great reward.” On these tiwngs we will meditate under the following
heads:—Firsttheir keeping us~By them is Your servant warned”; secondbyr keeping them~And
in keeping of them there is great reward.”

l. First, THEIR KEEPING US; “By them is Your servanamed.”

We are in an enemy’s country. We are always ingdgnwe are most in peril when we think
ourselves most secure. You will find in the histeriof the Bible that the most crushing defeats have
fallen upon armiesuddenly when they were off their guard. The army of Chinias need always to set
its pickets, and appoint its sentinels lest theeeshry take us unawares. We can never tell whearge
likely to be assailed; we shall be wise to assuméwe are always surrounded by enemies. God’s Word
is our keeper, the watcher of our souls; and whearmer is approaching it rings the alarm and gisges
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warning. The different parts of Scripture; the @tes, the doctrines, the ordinances, the promtkes,
precepts—all of these act like pickets to the armnyd arouse the Lord’s soldiers to resist sudden
assaults. “By them is Your servant warned.”

In what way does God’s Word warn us? In many foitntisus operates. | would say, first of all, by
pointing out sin, and describing its nature and gan We have here the mind of the Lord as to moral
conduct, and so we are not left to guesswork; wankby unerring teaching what it is that the Lord
abhors. Those Ten Commandments are the lanters@etd an opening in the street that no traveler
may drive into danger. God only forbids that whiebuld injure us, and He only commands that which
will be for our lasting good. Spread out before yoe law of God, and you may say of it as you rgad
“By these commandments is Your servant warned.imig walks | see notices bearing the words,
“TRESPASSERS BEWARE!” And | am kept from wandering.

It is well to be acquainted, not only with thetdetof the law of the Lord, but with thepirit of it.
Numberless sins are condemned by the Ten Commartsinterty we may say of the law of God, “Your
commandment is exceedingly broad.” All of thesefaghorns warning us of dangers which may cause
shipwreck to our souls.

Studying the Word of God, we are made to seedinas exceedingly sinful, since it dishonors God,
makes us enemies to our best friend, yes, andgdugemadly to destroy our own souls. Sin, according
to God’'s Word, is murderous; it slew the Savionwn. Wherever sin comes, death follows it. Sin may
bear pleasure in its face, but it has ruin atéslé 1 Eternal destruction is the finishing of tharkvof sin.
God’'s Word is very plain, and explicit about thegave facts. It forbids our trifing even with the
appearanceof evil; it warns us against sins of thought, aexhper as well as against transgressions of
speech, and act. He that is graciously familiahvhits Bible will be preserved from those pitfaligd
which so many have rushed in their careless cortterhod’'s Word, and holy commandments. A
precept of Scripture is like a lighthouse upon &kgand or rock. It quietly bids the wise helmsman
steer his vessel another way. The whole coasfeidiguarded by these protecting lights, and la¢ th
will take note of them may make safe navigationt EBmember, it is one thing for the Scripture teegi
warning, and another for us to take it! And if we bt take warning, we cannot say, “By them is Your
servant warned.” Oh, that our hearts may be in sustate that a hint from the Word may set us on ou
watch against evil!

Next, the Word of God warns ly reminding us of our dutie$Ve are not only taught negatively
what we should not do, but positively what we outghdo; and thus we are warned against sins of
omission. | wish that professors who are negleafuhany points in the Savior's example would study
His character more, marking down the points whieeg tome short of it. If we were to read the lioés
holy men recorded in Scripture, and notice wherefaileto be like they, it might do us much service.
Truly, Lord, Your servants would be profitably wathif we more often inquired, “Lord, what would
You have me do?” Turning over these sacred pagegmark a choice blessing coming upon a man of
God in connection with a certain virtue. Then we wamarned to cultivate that virtue if we would have
that blessing. The Lord does not pay us for ourkwas though we were hirelings, and our labor
meritorious; but still, according to His grace, Hewards His faithful servants, and so diligently
encourages them to obey. Every Bible precept shioelldn arrow aimed at the heart of our carelessness
and forgetfulness. Then should we often say withi@d'By them is Your servant warned.” Like our
Lord in His youth, we must be about our Father’'sibess, and we must continue there till, like He, w
can say, “l have finished the work which You gave tm do.”

The Word of God alsawvarns us of our weakness in those duties whiclentreands, and of our
tendency to fall into those sins which it forbids sets before us a noble example, but it bids us
remember that only by divine power can we followltispreads before us a program of perfect hatines
but it does not flatter us with the notion thatday own strength we can carry it out! It humblesoys
showing that we cannot evgmay as we ought without the Spirit's teaching, nornsach asthink a
good thought without His aid. Scripture is contityavarning us of the deceitfulness of our heaaisq
of the tendency of sin to advance from one stag&vibto another. Holy Scripture shows us our $pai
inability, apart from the divine Spirit; and greato we need warnings in this way, for we are gite@n
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be self-sufficient. Pride will shoot forth with theery least encouragement. We buckle on our harness
and begin at once to shout as if the battle wera. wtow soon we think ourselves near perfection,
when, indeed, we are near a fall! We are apt td@itn and imagine that we have won the race when we
have not yet traversed one half the way! The Wéi@ad continually checks our carnal confidence, and
disturbs our self-satisfaction; it bears constarttgst against our imagining that we have already
attained when we are as yet only babes in diviaeggrHow plainly it tells us, “He that trusts irs lawn
heart is a fool!” It shows us where our great sjthries, but it calls us off from all trust in oawn past
experience, or firmness of character, or strendgtdetermination, or depth of sanctification. tordea
solely and alone upon heavenly grace which we magcgtive hour by hour. If we give way to pridesit i
against the admonitions of the divine statutesirfahis matter, “By them is Your servant warned.”

So does the Word continuallyarn us against the temptations which are in theldvm which we
live. Read its story from the first day of Adam’s fallthe last chapter of its record, and you shadl it
continually representing the world as a place ial for the heir of heaven. It is, indeed, as a/si:
which the true corn has no rest, but much tossoingnt fro. Christ seems praying over us every day a
we read the Scripture, “I pray not that You shaualke them out of the world, but that You shouldkee
them from the evil one.” If you fancy that your gas in life puts you beyond temptation, you are
sadly deluded. Poverty has its evil side, and sdre full of snares. Even in a Christian family may
be seduced into great sin as well as among thediywgdhere is no place under heaven where the
arrows of temptation cannot reach us! With thio alemes persecution, for because we are not of the
world, the world hates us. “In the world you shalve tribulation,” is a sure prophecy. If you megh
no persecution, you should remember that the sroflebe world are even more dangerous than its
frowns. Beware of prosperity! Thank God if you hakre world’s wealth, but hold it tenderly, and watc
over your heart carefully lest you bow before tloéddgn calf. Adversity has less power to harm than
prosperity. Of the evils peculiar to various pasis, the Holy Spirit tells us in these sacred pati®g
them is Your servant warned.” We are continuallyrvea to put on the whole armor of God, and not to
lay aside the shield of faith for a moment. We arged to watch at all times, and to pray without
ceasing; for in the most quiet life, in the mosbys company, and in the regular work of the day,
dangers are lurking. Where we think we may be weugh at ease, lying down as on a bank of flowers,
we are most likely to be stung by the deadly sdrpéfe are like the first settlers in America; the
cunning Red Indians of temptation may be upon ub wie deadly tomahawk of lust while we are
dreaming of peace and safety.

Here, let me addye are warned over and over again against the tatigrts of SatanCertain
theologians, nowadays, do not believe in the extsteof Satan. It is singular when children do not
believe in the existence of their own father; s iso that those who are most deluded by hintlrere
loudest in repudiating all faith in his existendenzy man who has had experience of his temptations
knows that there is a certain mysterious personegy&sible, but almost invincible; who goes about
seeking whom he may devour. He has a power fardaettwat which is human; and a cunning that is
equal to that of a thousand of the most clever ef.ngatan will endeavor to influence our minds in a
way which is contrary to their true intent; to twar thoughts in directions which we abhor; to sgig
guestions about truths of God of which we are agrand even blasphemies against Him who, in our
heart of hearts, we worship lovingly! But, belovélde power of Satan in a Christian’s life is a #rc
with which he must reckon, or he may fail throughdrance. Some especially have had sore conflicts
with this evil one, and certain tried ones are cglgra day without being tormented either by the
howling of this dog, or else by his snapping atrtheels. He cannot possess us as he possesse®fnany
the ungodly, but hevorries whom he can’t devour with a malicious joy. Whatetrmodern thought”
ministers may have to say about Satan, the insj@oegbture does not leave us ignorant of his deyice
but sets us on our guard against his terrible ppbidding us pray, “Lead us not into temptationt bu
deliver us from the Evil One.” The temptations lbé tworld and of the flesh are more upon our level
than the assaults of Satan—he is the prince ofethieforces, and his attacks are so mysterious, so
cunningly adapted to our infirmities, and so ingersly adjusted to our circumstances, that unless th
Lord, the Holy Spirit, shall daily cover us with $4broad shield of divine grace, we shall be in the
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utmost jeopardy. O Lord, by these words of Yours‘aur servant warned to resist the enemy and
escape his wiles! Glory be to Your loving care!

The teachings of the Lord als@rn us to expect trialThe Bible never promises the true believer an
easy life. Rather it assures him that he is bornnaioble as the sparks fly upward. There is noiagan
heaven on the wings of luxurious ease; for we mastfully plod along the pilgrim way. We see on the
pages of inspiration that we cannot be crownedomittwarfare, nor honored without suffering. Jesus
went to heaven by a rough road, and we must foliow. Every believer in the cross must bear a cross.
If things go easily with you for a long time, dotntherefore, say, “My mountain stands firm, | $hal
never be moved,” for God has only to hide His fao®] you will be troubled. Those happiest of mén, o
whom it could be said that God had set a hedgetabem and all that they had—these, in due course—
had to take their turn at the whipping post, andrsmnder the scourge. Even Job, that perfect and
upright man, was not without his troubles. Belovexpect to be tried! And when the trial comes, ¢oun
it not a strange thing. Your sea will be rough likat which tossed your Lord; your way will be laoid
weary like that which your Master trod; the wortda wilderness to you as it was to Him. “Thorng als
and thistles shall it bring forth to you.” Seek motuild your mansiohere for a voice cries to you out
of the Word, “This is not your rest, for it is patéd.” Think of that verse of our favorite hymn—

“Why should | complain of want or distress,

Temptation, or pain? He told me no less.

The heirs of salvation, | know from His Word.

Through much tribulation must follow their Lord.”
Therefore, beloved, you are forewarned that you b&afporearmed!

God’s Word also warns us by prophesying to usiofythto comel cannot enter, just now, into what
is a very interesting point of experience, namtig, singular fact that the Bible is used of Godvarn
individuals of events about to occur to them. TlwwBis full of prophecies for nations, but at times
becomes prophetic to individual believers. Have geuer had impressed upon your mind a passage of
Scripture which has followed you for hours, andredays, and you could not tell why, till an eveash
happened which has so exactly tallied with thaipBare, that you could not but remark it as having
prepared you for the circumstance? Will not yourmhay reading sometimes forestall the sorrow or the
duty of the day? Have you not often found thatatiyead the Bible consecutively, somehow or other,
the passage which comes in due course will provgetas truly a lesson for the day as if it had been
written on purpose to meet your case? | am far foe@ing superstitious or wishful to encourage faith
mereimpressions-but | cannot shut my eyes to facts which have bapd to myself. | know that |
have received, through this Book of God, messagesyt heart which have come with peculiar power,
and suitability, so that | have been compelledayy svith emphasis, “Moreover by them is Your setvan
warned.”

But the Bible warns us all of certain great everispecially of the Second Advent of the Lord, and
the coming judgment. It does not clearly tell usewlour Lord will appear, but it warns us that te th
unprepared He will come as a thief in the nightwétrns us of the general judgment, and of the day
when all men shall live again, and stand beforeggtleat white throne. It warns us of the day wheergv
secret shall be revealed, and when every man sda@lve for the things that he has done in his body
according to what he has done, whether it is gagoelvd. “By them is Your servant warned.” If | live
like one of yonder cattle, in the immediate presenif | have no eye for the future that is hungyion;
if my soul never places herself in vision before jiidgment seat of Christ, or if | never foresee day
when heaven and earth, before the presence oféla¢ $udge, shall flee away—why then | cannot be a
diligent reader of the Word of God! If | search tBeriptures | shall be called to walk in the ligitthe
last day, and shall be made to gird up my loingat® the dread account. Oh, that we might all be
warned to be ready, that we may give our accoutit joy! Oh, that we may so take the warnings of
Holy Writ as to be ready for death, ready for judgty and ready for that final sentence which can
never be reversed! If we were truly wise, thesewmgs would put salt into our lives, and presehent
from the corruption which is in the world througtst.

Beloved, | trust that every one of us who knows tlord will use His holy Book as the constant
guard of his life. Let it be like a fog signal toy, going off in warning when the road is hiddenaby
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cloud. Let it be like the red lamp on the railwayggesting to you to come to a stop for the road is
dangerous. Let it be like a dog at night, waking yiom sleep because a robber is breaking in, tineas
watch on board a ship who shouts aloud, “Breakbead!” Let the Word of God be like one who,
during the great flood in America, rode on a wintese down the valley, crying out, as he rode glong
“To the hills! To the hills! To the hills!” The wats were following fast behind him, and he wouldéa
the people escape to the mountains lest they sleuttbstroyed. O precious Book, thus bid me seek th
hills! Ring the alarm bell in my ears, and comped to flee from the wrath to come! Day and night,
wherever | may be, may a word from the oracle ofl Gound in my ears, and keep me from sleeping on
the brink of the abyss! May no enemy be able talsipon us when sleeping in false security, fas it
high time that we awake out of sleep! And this Baells us so.

So far have we spoken upon the Word as keeping us.

Il. And now, secondly, | have to speak to you upon EEPING THE WORD OF GOD.

“In keeping of them there is great reward.” Whatmeant bykeepingthe testimonies of God’s
Word? You know right well that it will not sufficews have the holy Book in your houses to lie upon a
table so that visitors may see that you have alyaible! Nor is it enough to place it on the bobk#
where the dust may thickly cover it because itagan used. That is not keeping the Bible, but mgyi
it! It does not warn you, for you smother it; yoa dot keep it, for you dishonor it by neglect. Youst
have a reverent esteem for it, and a growing famiyi with it if you would keep it. “Let the Wordfo
God dwell in you richly.”

To keep the Word of God is, first of alarnestly to study o as to become acquainted with its
contents. Know your Bible from beginning to endarh afraid there is but little Bible searching
nowadays. If the Word of God had been diligentlydstd, there would not have been so general a
departure from its teachings. Bible-reading peagielom go off to modern theology. Those who feed
upon the Word of God enjoy it too much to give pt omparing spiritual things with spiritual, they
learn to prize all the revealed truths of God, el hold fast the faith once and for all delivetedhe
saints. Dear young people, if you never read aeibngok of romance, you will lose nothing; but dwy
do not read your Bibles you will lose everythingtid is the age of fiction, and therefore the age of
speculation and error—leave fiction and give yolfiradolly to the truth of God! Eat that which is
good, and spend not your money on that which isbmead. The Bible is the thesaurus of heavenly
knowledge, the encyclopedia of divine science—raaatk, learn, and inwardly digest the same, and
then you will be keeping the sayings of God!

But we cannot keep them without going further ttidis—we must be zealous in their defergay
it be said of each one of us, “You have kept My WowWhen you find others denying God’s truth, hold
the faster to it! When they argue against it, lEppred to give a reason for the hope that is inwitiu
meekness and fear. It is not an easy task to destdn the faith, today, for the current which sun
towards unbelief is strong as a torrent, and maaehbeen taken off their feet by it, and are being
carried down to the cataracts of error. May Go@ hyelu to say with the pilgrims in Vanity Fair, “We
buy the truth” Buy it at any price, and sell itrad price! It ought to be dearer than life, fowss so to
the martyrs of our own country, and to the Covesanbdbf Scotland in whose steps we would tread.
They cared little whether their heads were struitkoonot, but they caredverythingfor King Jesus,
and the statutes of His Word. Beloved, happy inahé will that man be who for a while has suffered
contempt, and misrepresentation, and separation fris brethren because of fidelity to the truth of
God! Come what may, he that sides with truth wil o loser in the end. Oh, for more Luthers
nowadays—we need them! Those who buckle to ereeaerywhere; even those in whom we trusted
have betrayed their Lord.

But this is not all, we must go much furthethere must be a careful observance of the law ef th
Lord. We cannot be said to keep God’s Word if we neagry it out in our own lives. If we know the
commandments, but do not obey them, we increassioulf we understand the truth of God, and talk
about it, but are slow to live according to it, wkall become of us? This is not to keep God’s Word
but to hold the truth of God in unrighteousnessisThay, in some cases, be a presumptuous sin. When
your knowledge far exceeds your practice, take Hestdyou are guilty of sinning willfully. We must
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keep the Word of God in the sense in which our Lusdd the word when He said, “If you love Me,
keep My commandments.”

Once more, even this is not enough—we are to eepruth of God not only by reverent study of it,
by zealous propagation of it, by careful observasfag but also byan inward cleaving to it in lovegnd
a cherishing of it in our heart of hearts. What yalieve, you must also love if you are to keejf iit
comes to you in the power of God, it may humble,yibuay chasten you, it may refine you as with
fire; but you will love it as your life. It will b@as music to your ears, as honey to your palatgpkisto
your purse, as heaven to your soul! Let your vetf Ise knit to the faithful Word. As new-born babes
desire the unadulterated milk, so desire the tegshof the Spirit that you may grow thereby. Every
word of God must be bread to us after which we kungnd with which we are satisfied. We must love
it even more than our necessary food; for that Wwiod has spoken we must have an ever-burning,
fervent love which no floods of destructive crisici can quench or even damp.

But now the text says, “In keeping of them thergreat reward’—and here you must have patience
with me while | set outhe great reward which comes to obedient believeh&ere are many rewards,
and the first iggreat peace of mind“Great peace have they which love Your law: anthimg shall
offend them.” When a man has done what God bids domhis conscience is at peace, and this is a
choice gift. | can bear anybody to be my foe rath@n my conscience. We read of David, “David’s
heart smote him.” That was an awkward knock! Whemaa's own conscience is his foe, where can he
run for shelter? Conscience smites home, and thenevés deep; but when a man can conscientiously
say, “I did the right thing. | held the truth. Ilared my God,” then the censures of other men go fo
little. In such a case you have no trouble aboet ¢bnsequences of your action, for if any bad
consequence should follow, the responsibility wontd lie with you—you did what you were told.
Having done what God Himself commanded you, thesequences are with your Lord, and not with
you. If the heavens were likely to fall, it wouldtrbe our duty to shore them up witliea If the whole
church of God threatened to go to pieces, it wianaglcho business of ours to bind it up by an unhatbw
compromisellf you should fail to achieve success in life—winaén call success—that is no fault of
yours if you cannot succeed without being dishariestill be a greater success to be honest, arzkto
poor, than to grow rich through trickery. If, thghudivine grace, you have done the will of God, ryou
peace shall be like a river, and your righteoustikeshe waves of the sea. Can you think of a tgrea
reward than this? | cannot. A quiet consciencelila heaven.

A martyr was fastened to the stake, and the $hvehid was to execute him expressed his sorrow that
he should persevere in his opinions, and compeltbiget fire to the pile. The martyr answered, ‘iz
trouble yourself, for | am not troubling myself. @e and lay your hand upon my heart, and see if it
does not beat quietly.” His request was compliethyand he was found to be quite calm. “Now,” he
said, “lay your hand on your own heart, and se@if are not more troubled than | am! And then go
your way and, instead of pitying me, pity yourséiithen we have done right, we need no man’s pity,
however painful the immediate consequence. To gltt is better than to prosper; a heart sound in the
truth of God is greater riches than a housefulleésand gold; there is more honor in being deddanh
truth than in a thousand victories gained by tnigkend falsehood. Though fame should give you the
monopoly of her bronze trumpet for the next 10 gaas, she could not honor you so much as you will
be honored by following right and the truths of Geden though your integrity is unknown to men! In
keeping the Word of the Lord there is great rewaxen if it bring no reward; the approbation of Ged
more than the admiration of nations. Verily thigisat reward!

The next great reward iscrease of divine knowledgtf any man will know the will of Christ, let
him do that will. When a young man is put to learn aédee does so by working at it; and we learn the
truth which our Lord teaches by obeying His comnsari® reach the shores of heavenly wisdom, every
man must work his passage. Holiness is the royal to scriptural knowledge. We know as much as we
do. “If any man will do His will, he shall know dfie doctrine.” It may be you sit down and consither
doctrine, but you cannot understand it. You turver, and consult a learned divine—but still you
cannot understand it. Be obedient, pray for a mgllheart to do the will of God, and you have alyead
received enlarged capacity; and with it a new liigintyour eyes! You will learn more by hopractice
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than by wearisomstudy The Lord help us to follow on to know the Lordy then shall we know!
Practice makes perfect. Obedience is the besthofods, and love is the ablest of teachers. To ktiwav
love of Christ which passes knowledge is the difjrace to the faithful—is not this a great reward?

Moreover, in keeping the commandmewts increase in conformity to Christ and, conseqyeir
communion with GadHe that does as Christ did is like Christ, for bkeness is moral and spiritual. In
measure we receive His image as we work His demdbthen, as Christ lived in constant fellowship
with God because He always did the things thatsglé&sod, so do we walk in the light as God is & th
light—when we yield obedience to the divine wiflybu walk in sin, you cannot walk with God. If you
will be obedient, then shall all clouds be chasedya and your light shall shine brighter and breght
unto the perfect day. Sinning will make you leavecommunion with God, or else communion with
God will make you leave off sinning—one of the tthongs must occur. If you are kept from sin, and
made to be obedient, you shall bear the image eht#avenly, and with the heavenly you shall have
daily communion.

This will be followed by the fourth great rewarthmelypower inprayer. Jesus says, “If you abide
in Me, and My words abide in you, you shall ask tWu will, and it shall be done unto you.” If you
will read in the Gospel of John, you will frequgndee how success in prayer is, in the case of the
believer, made to depend upon his compddtediencelf you will not listen to God’s Word, neither wil
He listen to your word! Some people complain ttegtythave no power with God—but has God any
power with them? Look to the faultiness of youreBy and cease to wonder at the failure of your
prayers! Inconsistent life downstairs means unpable prayer upstairs—if, indeed, there is any eray
at all! You cannot have God’s ear in the closetl& never has your ear in the shop. If you live as
worldlings live, the Lord will treat you as He dhin, to whose offering He had no respect. Wonadér n
at your leanness in private devotions if theraderise in your public life! O Lord God the Holy 8pi
sanctify us in our daily lives, and so shall weaibtaccess to God through Jesus Christ, and our
pleading shall be accepted in Him!

One great reward isabitual holinessThe man who has, by divine grace, long kept thg of the
Lord, finds it more easy to do so because he haqsiracl the habit of obedience. All things are diift
at the beginning, but all things grow easy as vee@ed. | do not say that holiness is ever easg-teitu
must always be a labor, and we must always be tiddgehe Holy Spirit; but at the same time it is fa
easier for a man to obey winas obeyed, than for one to obey who has lived in @msebellion. If
you have faith, you will have more faith almostaasecessary consequence. If you pray much, you will
pray more; it is all but inevitable that you shodld so. There are believers whom the Lord has put o
therails of life; they do not run on the road like commahicles; they are placed on tram lines of habit,
and so they keep the ways of the Lord. Sometinstsree gets on the track, and there is an unhapipy jo
but still they do no iniquity, but keep on in orteagyht line even to their journey’s end. This igraat
reward of divine grace. If you are obedient, yoalsbhe rewarded by being madereobedient. As the
diligent workman becomes expert in his art, solgfal grow skillful in holiness. What a joy it ishen
holiness becomes our second nature; when prayensesc habitual as breathing, and praise is as
continual as our heart-beats! May hatred to sisgmntaneous, and may desire for the best thingsebe
habit of our soul! | scarcely know of a greater aesvthan this habitual holiness which the Lord is H
grace bestows on us.

This will generally be followed by another greatvard, namelyusefulness to othersie that keeps
the commandments of the Lord will become an exarttph¢ others may copy, and he will wield an
influence which shall compel them to copy him. Ooyou think that many Christians are spiritually
childless because they are disobedient? How canaBod me to bring others to Himself if | myself
backslide from Him? The power to bless others niiustt be a power within ourselves; it is useless to
pump yourself up into a pretended earnestnessregesing, and then to think that this sort of thivig
work a real work of grace in others—the seedprdtensewill yield a harvest ofpretenders-and
nothing more. Nothing can come out of a man untasdirstin him, and if it is in him it will be seen in
his life as well as in his teaching. If | do notdias | preach, my preaching is not living preaghin
could mention men of great talent who see no camwes; and one does not wonder; for evetheir
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lives there is no holiness, no spirituality, no eoumion with God! | could mention Christian people
with very considerable gifts who have no correspogdneasure of divine grace, and therefore their
labor comes to nothing. Oh, for more holiness! Whieat is manifest, there will be more usefulness.

Lastly, we shall have the great rewardbahging glory to the grace of Godf we are made holy,
men seeing our good works will glorify our Fathdrons in heaven—and is not this the very end of our
existence? Is not this the flower and fruit of Afepray you, therefore, walk humbly and carefuiigh
God, that He may be honored in you.

There are two things | want to say before | sitvdoThe first is,let us hold fast, tenaciously,
doggedly, with a death grip, the truth of the imapon of God’s WordlIf it is not inspired and infallible,
it cannot be of use in warning us. | see little isbeing warned when the warning may be like the i
cry of, “Wolf!” when there is no wolf. Everythingnithe railway service depends upon the accuracy of
the signals; when these are wrong, lives will beriBeed. On the road to heaven we need unerring
signals, or the catastrophes will be far more légrilt is difficult enough to set myself right, can
carefully drive the train of conduct, but if, indition to this, | am to set the Bible right, andush
manage the signals along the permanent way, | an evil plight, indeed! If the red light or theegn
light may deceive me, | am as well without signassto trust to such faulty guides. We must have
something fixed and certain, or where is the fotod& Where is the fulcrum for our lever if nothiigg
certain? If | may not implicitly trust my Bible, yvomay burn it, for it is of no more use to me.tlisinot
inspired, it ceases to be a power either to wario aommand obedience. Beloved, others may say what
they will, but here | stand bearing this withess-h&€Ttestimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the
simple.”

While you hold fast its inspiratiopray God to prove its inspiration to yolis gentle but effectual
warning will prove its inspiratioto you This precious Book has pulled me up many timed, @t me
to a pause, when otherwise | had gone on to simnAther time | should have sat still had it notlma
me leap to my feet to flee from evil, or seek gobd.me it is a monitor whose voice | prize! Thesai
power about this Book which is not in any othedol not care whether it is the highest poetry, er th
freshest science; each must yield to the powene#¥ord of God! Nothing ever plays on the corda of
man’s soul like the finger of God’s Spirit. This @ocan touch the deep springs of my being, and make
the life floods flow forth. The Word of God is tlggeat power of God, and it is well that you should
know it to be so by its power over you. One sald;annot believe the Bible.” Another answered, “I
cannot disbelieve it.” When the question was rais8¥hy do you believe?” the believer answered, “I
know the Author, and | am sure of His truthfuln&éSshere is the point—if we know the Author, we
know that His witness is true; and knowing it to toee, we take His warnings, and follow His
commands. May the Lord work in us to will and toafaHis own good pleasure—then shall the Book
be more and more precious in our eyes—and thiseseigs preciousness will be one of the rewards
which come to us in keeping the statutes of thelL8po be it unto you through Christ Jesus! Amen.
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