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“And | will make an everlasting covenant with therthat | will not turn away from them,
to do them good. But | will put my fear in their lagts, that they shall not depart from me”
Jeremiah 32:40.

LAST Sabbath morning we were called to deep seagobi heart. It was a very painful discourse to
the preacher and it was not less so to many didasers. Some of us will never forget that fig ,txee/-
ered with untimely leaves, which yielded no fruidavas condemned to stand a beacon to the unfruitfu
of all ages. | felt that | was in the surgery, gsthe knife—I felt great tenderness, and the opmravas
grievous to my soul. When the winnowing fan wasdugechase away the chaff, some of the wheat felt
that it was none too heavy—the wind stirred itt;place, so as to make it fear that it would beied
into the fire. Today, I trust we shall see thasmite all sifting, not one true grain shall be lost

May the King himself come near and feast His sdimiigay! May the Comforter who convicts of sin
now come to cheer us with the promise! We notiaaiterning the fig tree, that it was confirmed B it
barrenness—it had borne no fruit, though it madgelgrofessions of doing so, and it was made tdeabi
as it was. Let us consider another form of conftrame—not the curse of continuance in the rootedthab
of evil—but the blessing of perseverance in a egtivay of divine grace. May the Lord show us how
He establishes His saints in righteousness, aneésnidle works which He has begun in them to abide,
and remain, and even to go onward towards perfgctio that they shall not be ashamed in the day of
His appearing!

We will go to our text at once. In the world themr® men and women towards whom God stands in
covenant relationship. Mixed up with these myriadsGod-forgetting, or even God-defying people,
there are a number of covenanted ones who thirtkoof, know God, trust God, and are even in league
with God. God has made with them a covenant. & wgonder of mercy that Jehovah should enter into
covenant with men; but He has done so. God hageteHimself to His people and they have, in return,
through His grace, pledged themselves to God. Taesdeaven’s covenanters, in bonds of amity, alli-
ance, and even union with the Lord their God. Tugenant shall stand when the mountains shall de-
part and the hills shall be removed—it is not aghof passing time—but, like its Author, it is elast-
ing. Happy people who are joined unto the Lord byeternal bond!

These covenanted ones may be known by certain naakgvidences. It is most important that we
should know that we ourselves belong to them. Tdreya people, according to the text, to whom God is
doing good. Friend, do you perceive that He is d@nod to you? Has the Lord dealt graciously with
you? Has He appeared to you and said, “I have lgeedvith an everlasting love: therefore with layin
kindness have | drawn you”? Do all things work tbge for good for you? | mean, for your spiritual
good? Your lasting good? Have you received thetgstg@ood by the renewal of the Holy Spirit? Has
He given Christ to you? Has He made you hate and, cleave to that which is good? If these goots gif
have been bestowed on you, He has done you goothdse gifts are the outcome of the covenant and
are sure guarantees that it stands fast betweerm@bygour soul.

These people are known by having the fear of Gdtleir hearts. Judge you whether it is so in your
own case. This is the covenant promise—*“| will it fear in their hearts.” Do you fear the Lord? Do
you reverence Jehovah, our God? Do you desiressplthe Lord? Do you please Him? Do you desire
to be like He is? Are you like He is in some humidgree? Do you feel ashamed when you see how
sadly you come short? And does this make you huagdrthirst after righteousness? Is the gracious
presence of God your heaven below? Is it all ttevée you desire above? If so, this fear of Godomry
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heart is the seal of the covenant to you. Towamls @od has thoughts of love which shall never
change.

This leads us to a close consideration of our M¥d.notice in it, first, the everlasting covenant—*
will make an everlasting covenant with them.” Saltgnwe reverently perceive the unchanging God of
the covenant—"| will not turn away from them, to tteem good.” Thirdly, we see with joy the perse-
vering people in that covenant—*1 will put My feiartheir hearts, that they shall not depart from’Me
am sure | shall not find language suitable to sma¢heme as this; but | am cheered with the refiacti
that, however poor and simple my words may bepnthter of which | speak, is, in itself, enough tioe
delight of all true believers. When you have anrafauince of solid food to make a meal, you need not
fret, even though you miss the tasteful adornmehtke table. Hungry men are not eager for a displa
of plate or of damask; or even for a show of flosvbedecking the table. They are best satisfied with
solid food. In my subject there is meat fit for ggr+—however badly | may carve it, you who have appe-
tites will not fail to feed on it. May the Holy Sgimake it so!

|. First, here is THE EVERLASTING COVENANT—*I will mak an everlasting covenant with
them.”

In the previous chapter, in the thirty-first vertieis covenant is called “a new covenant.” Andsit i
new in contrast with the former one which the Londde with Israel when He brought them out of
Egypt. It is new as to the principle upon whichsitbased. The Lord had said unto His people, fhat i
they would keep His laws and walk in His statutés,would bless them. He set before them a long line
of blessings rich and full—all these would be thmartion if they would hearken to the Lord and obey
His law. Truly, Jehovah was a husband to them,edndupplying all their needs, and upholding them
in all their journeying. He fed them with angelsofl. He sheltered them by day from the heat, and at
night He lit up their canvas city with a pillar 6fe. He Himself walked in the midst of them and re
vealed Himself to them as He had done to no othBom—they were a people near unto Him, a nation
beloved of the Lord. But under the exceedingly fabte circumstances in which they lived in the wil-
derness, where they had no temporal cares, anceigbbors to mislead them, they did not keep the
statutes of their God. No, they did not even renfaitiful to Him as their God; for they worshippad
molten image and likened the Lord of Glory to artlwat eats grass. They bowed down before the image
of a bullock that has horns and hoofs; and thegdgriThese be your gods, O Israel, which brought yo
up out of the land of Egypt.” Thus they broke tlogenant in a most wanton and wicked manner. Such a
covenant was easily violated by a rebellious peepleerefore the Lord, in His immeasurable grace, re-
solves to make with them a covenant of a new kivid¢ch cannot, thus, be broken. The Lord was faith-
ful to the old covenant—the breaking was on the pathe people, as we read in Jeremiah 31:32—
“Which My covenant they broke, although | was asltand unto them.” After long patience, He visited
them for their iniquities, and their carcassesifelhe wilderness, for they could not enter ints kest.
Later He gave them into the hands of their enemvb®s, were a scourge to them. He made them to be
carried away captive; and at last He allowed then&us to burn their holy city and scatter the people
throughout all lands. They would not keep the cavgrof God, and therefore their treachery wasedsit
upon them. But in these days the Lord has, in €ddsus, made with the true seed of Abraham, even
with all believers, a new covenant, not after #mot of the old, nor liable to be broken as it wereth-
ren, take care to distinguish between the old &aednew covenants; for they must never be mingled.
Many never catch the true idea of the covenantrate—they do not understand a compact of pure
promise. They talk about divine grace, but theyardgt as dependent upanerit They speak about
God’s mercy, and then combine withciinditionswhich make ijusticerather than grace. Distinguish
between things which differ. If salvation is of ohig grace, it is not of works—otherwise grace is no
more grace. And if it is of works, it is not of dme grace, otherwise work is no more work. The new
covenant is all of grace, from its first letterit® closing word; and we shall have to show yos #8 we
go on.

It is an “everlasting” covenant, however—that ig thoint upon which the text insists. The other
covenant was of very short duration; but this is‘@verlasting covenant.” Despite modern thought, |
hope | shall be allowed to believe that the wordeftasting” means lasting forever. While thereny a
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meaning in language, we shall be satisfied thatéwaerlasting covenant” means a covenant that will
never come to an end. Why is it so?

The first reason why it is an everlasting covenarthat it was made with us in Christ Jesus. The
covenant of works was made with the race in thet #wWdam; but the first Adam was faulty and failed
full soon. He could not bear the stress of his @aspbility, and so that covenant was broken. Bt th
surety of the new covenant is our Lord Jesus Gharsd He is not faulty but perfect. The Lord Jesus
the federal head of His chosen, and He standhém+-they are regarded as members of His body and
He is their head, their mouthpiece, their represterd. The Lord Jesus, as the second Adam, entered
into covenant with God on the behalf of His peopled because He cannot fail—for in Him there is no
infirmity or sin—therefore the covenant of which kethe surety must stand. He abides forever in His
Melchizedek priesthood and in the power of an esglle. He is, both in His nature and in His work,
eternally qualified to stand before the living Géte stands in absolute perfectness under everin stra
and therefore the covenant stands in Him. Whes wtritten, “I have given Him for a covenant to My
people,” we see that the covenant cannot falil, ie&le cannot fail who is the sum and substande of
Because the Lord Jesus represents all His beligpgongle in the covenant, therefore the covenaew-s
erlasting.

Next, the covenant cannot fail because the hundenddiit has been fulfilled. The human side might
be regarded as the weak side of it; but when Jescsme the representative of man, that side was sur
He has at this hour fulfilled to the letter evetypslation upon that side of which He was the surete
has magnified the law and made it honorable bydwa obedience to it. He has met the demands of
moral government, and made amends to holiness &orsroffenses. The law is more glorified by His
atoning death than it was dishonored by man’s®iis man has offered one sacrifice for sins forgver
and that is so effectual for the fulfillment of thevenant, that He sits down at the right hand of.G
Since then, that side of the covenant has beeillddlfwhich appertains to man, there remains only
God'’s side of it to be fulfilled, which consists pfomises—unconditional promises, full of grace and
truth, such as these—"Then will | sprinkle cleantevaupon you, and you shall be clean: from all your
filthiness and from all your idols, will | cleang®u. A new heart also will | give you and a newrispi
will I put within you: and | will take away the sig heart out of your flesh and | will give you aalneof
flesh. “And | will put My Spirit within you, and asse you to walk in My statutes, and you shall keep
My judgments and do them.” Will not God be trueHis engagements? Yes, verily! When He makes a
covenant, and on man’s part the compact has bdfreél) depend upon it, on the Lord’s side no word
will fall to the ground. Even to the jots and ®&#l all shall be carried out.

Furthermore, the covenant must be everlastingt feffounded upon the free grace of God. The first
covenant was conditioned upon the obedience of mheéney kept the law, God would bless them; but
they failed through disobedience and inheritedctirse. The divine sovereignty determined to deti wi
men, not according to merit but according to mermt; according to the personal character of men but
according to the personal character of God; nobralieg to what men might do, but according to what
the Lord Jesus would perform. Sovereign grace dexlthat He will have mercy upon whom He will
have mercy, and will have compassion on whom Hé lvave compassion. This basis of sovereignty
cannot be shaken. The covenant which saves mendaugdo God'’s will and good pleasure is founded
upon a rock; for God’s free grace is always theesaand God’s sovereignty is linked to immutability,
even as it is written, “I am the Lord, | change.nidterefore you sons of Jacob are not consumed” Th
slightest touch of merit puts perishable maten#&b ithe covenant; but if it is of pure divine gratieen
the covenant is everlasting.

Again, in the everlasting covenasterythingthat can be supposed to be a conditigoravidedby
God’s grace. It is necessary that a man, to baveng should repent; but the Lord Jesus is exaited
high to give repentance and remission of sins. It is necedbatya man, in order to be saved, should
have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; but faith fish@ operation of God, and the Holy Spirit worksuis
this fruit of the Spirit. It is necessary, before enter heaven that we should be holy; but the kartt-
tifies us through the word, and works in us to waitid to do of His own good pleasure. All that is re
quired is also supplied. If there is anywhere m Wiord of God, any act or grace mentioned as thaugh
were a condition of salvation, it is in anotherifitre described as a covengift which will be be-
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stowed upon the heirs of salvation by Christ JeSasthat a condition, which might seem to put the
covenant in danger, is so surely provided for thate arises no flaw or fracture.

Moreover, the covenant must be everlasting, beciusanot be superseded by anything more glo-
rious. In the order of God’s working, He always adees from the good to the better. The old law was
put away because He found fault with it, and treneetthe new covenant must last till a fault can be
found with it—which will never be! This is the glpowhich excels—no brightness can exceed the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. There can leimgp more gracious, nothing more righteous, na@hin
more just to God—or safer to man—than the planabfagion set forth in the covenant of grace. The
moon gives way to the sun, and the sun gives wayltister which shall exceed the light of seversday
but what is to supersede the light of free grackdying love, the glory of the love which gave tbe-
ly-Begotten that we might live through Him? The eoant of grace made with us in Christ Jesus is the
masterpiece of divine wisdom and love, and it tal@shed on such sure principles that it mustfiast
ever.

Beloved, rest in the everlasting covenant, asfard$ you eternal security and boundless comfort. |
may well be everlasting, since it was divine inctgception. Surely the counsel of the Lord shailhd.
Who else could have thought of a covenant, “ordénedll things and sure,” to be made with guilty
man? It was also divine in its carrying out, andréifiore it shall endure. Who could have provided a
Savior like the Only-Begotten of the Father? Whalddave given Him for a covenant, but the Father?
The covenant is divine in its maintenance. Notd & word of the Lord—*I will make an everlasting
covenant with them.” He does not say, “They shakena covenant with Me.” Butl will make a cov-
enant withthem” That God is the maker of the covenant is a reémoits certainty and everlastingness.
The faithful God has given guarantees which fitagit, even His promise and His oath—those two im-
mutable things, in which it is impossible for Gadlie. Through these we have strong consolatiorg wh
have fled for refuge to Christ Jesus. Thus muchmupe first head; and very little it is, compareihw
the grandeur of the subject.

Il. Secondly, we have now devoutly to think upon THEGHRNGING GOD OF THE COVE-
NANT—*1 will not turn away from them, to do them gd.”

Please notice the terms here—the Lord does notlyneag, “I will not turn away from them,” but,

“I will not turn away from them, to do them goodH& will not cease to worgoodfor His chosen. The
Lord is always doing His people good; and here Henises that He will never leave off blessing them.
Not only will He always love them, but He will aly&prove His love by active kindness and blessing.
He is pledged to continue the gifts and work of gli®dness. In effect He says, “l will not ceasesdle
ing them; | will continually, everlastingly be dgrthem good.” Now, why is this, that God is thus un
changing in His doings towards His covenanted ones?

He will not turn away from doing them good, firegcause He has said so. That is enough. Jehovah
speaks and in His voice lies the end of all cordrsy. He says, “I will not turn away from them,do
them good’—and we are sure that He will not forfeis word. | do not need to bring forth more rea-
sons—this suffices, the Lord has said it. Has Hie aad will He not do it?

Still, let us remember that there is no valid reasdy He should turn away from them to do them
good. You remind me of their unworthiness. Yes,dhgerve that when He began to do them good, they
were as unworthy as they could possibly be. He meégalo them good when they were “dead in tres-
passes and sins.” He began to do them good whgnithiee enemies, rebels and under condemnation.
When first the sinner feels the movement of divmes upon his heart, he is in no commendable state.
In some cases the man is a drunkard, a sweairiar, a1l a profane person. In certain cases the maan
been a persecutor like Manasseh or Saul. If Gadfeblessing us because He could see no good,in u
why did He begin to do us good when we were witliasdire towards Him? We were a mass of misery,
a pit of wants, and a dunghill of sins when He lpetgado us good. Whatever we mayrmv, we are
not otherwise than we were when first He revealésl leve towards us. The same motive which led
Him to begin leads Him to continue; and that mots/aothing but His grace.

Moreover, there can be no reason in the faultioéske believer why the Lord should cease to do
him good, seeing that He foresaw all the evil thauld be in us. No wandering child of God surprises
His heavenly Father. He foreknew every sin we wadthmit—He proposed to do us good notwith-
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standing all this foreknown iniquity. If, then, H@tered into a covenant with us, and began to higss
with all our sin before His mind, nothing new carisg up which can alter the covenant once made
with all these drawbacks known and taken into astolhere is no scarlet sin which has been omitted;
for the Lord has said, “Come now, and let us redsgether: though your sins are as scarlet.” He en-
tered into a covenant that He would not turn awaynfus, to do us good; and no circumstance has aris
en, or can arise, which was unknown to Him wherthds pledged His word of grace.

Moreover, | would have you remember that we aré&by, at this day, viewed in the same light as
ever. He saw us at the first as under sin, fallmhdepraved and yet He promised to do us good—

“He saw me ruined in the fall,

Yet loved me notwithstanding all.”
And if today | am sinful, if today | have to grody reason of my evil nature—I am but where | was
when He chose me, and called me, and redeemed the Ijood of His Son. “When we were yet with-
out strength, in due time Christ died for the urlgddVe were undeserving objects upon whom He be-
stowed His mercy, out of no motive but that whiohk dtew from His own nature; and if we are still un-
deserving, His grace is still the same. If it is that He still deals with us in the way of graites evi-
dent that He still views us as undeserving. And whguld He not do good towards us now as He did at
the first? Assuredly, the fountain being the satine stream will continue to flow!

Moreover, remember that He sees us mowhrist Behold, He has put His people into the hands of
His dear Son. He has even put us into Christ’'s betlgr we are members of His body, of His flesh,
and of His bones.” He sees us in Christ to havd,dreHim to have been buried, and in Him to have
risen again. As the Lord Jesus Christ is well-ptepso the Father, so in Him are we well-pleasiog t
the Father. Our being in Him identifies us with Hiify then, our acceptance with God stands on the
footing of Christ’'s acceptance with God, it stafidslly, and is an unchanging argument with the Lord
God for doing us good. If we stood before God in own individual righteousness, our ruin would be
sure and speedy; but in Jesus our life is hid beyweril. Firmly believe that until the Lord rejects
Christ, He cannot reject His people—until He repies the atonement and the resurrection—He cannot
cast away any of those with whom He has enteredcovenant in the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Lord will not turn away from His people, froroidg them good, because He has shown them so
much kindness already; and all that He has donddntmel lost if He did not go through with it. When
He gave His Son, He gave us a sure pledge thatddéatto finish His work of love. They say of a man
that does not finish his work, “This man began widdy and was not able to finish.” But that shadvier
be said of the Lord Jehovah. The Lord God hasdatdHis whole Deity to save His people and has giv-
en His whole self in the person of the Well-Beloyed our redemption; and can you believe that He
will fail in it? Surely, the idea is blasphemousre of us have known too much love already to telie
that it will ever cease to flow towards us. We haeen so favored that we dare not fear that Hierfav
toward us will cease. So heavenly, so divine, esgbnse of the love of God, when it is revealeth¢o
soul, that we cannot believe that it has been giganock us. We have been carried away with such to
rents of love that we will never believe that theeyn be dried up. The Lord has communed with us so
closely that the secret of the Lord is with us, &tedwill forever recognize that mystic token by wkhi
our union has been sealed. Like Paul, each one afay say, “I know whom | have believed, and am
persuaded that He is able to keep that which | ltavemitted unto Him against that day.” The cost to
which our Lord has gone assures us that He willgieta His designs of grace.

Beloved, we feel sure that He will not cease tedhes, because we have proved that even when He
has hidden His face He has not turned away fromgdas good. The Lord has withdrawn the light of
His countenance, but never the love of His heattelVthe Lord has turned away His face from His
people, it has been to do them good by making tkieknof self, and eager for His love. How often He
has brought us back from wandering by making us tfee evil of the sin which grieves His Spirit!
When we have cried, “Oh, that | knew where | mifithtt Him!” we have been greatly blessed by the
anguish of our search. Bear me witness, you treapje of God—the Lord’s chastening has always
been for our good. When the Lord has bruised ughel wound has been blue, our heart has been bet-
tered. When the Lord has taken away our comforeshbls done us good by driving us closer to the
highest good. The Lord has enriched us by our §9smed made us healthy by our sicknesses. If, then,
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the Lord our God, when He is seen in dark colaas, ot turned away from doing us good—we are per-
suaded that He will never cease daily to load uk tenefits.

Moreover, | close with this argument—that He hasimed His honor in the salvation of His peo-
ple. If the Lord’s chosen and redeemed are casy,amtzere is the glory of His redemption? Will nbet
enemy say of the Lord, “He had not the power toycaut His covenant, nor the constancy to continue
blessing them”? Shall that ever be said of God? Mélthus lose the glory of His omnipotence and im-
mutability? | cannot believe that any purpose @& tord can fail—neither can | conceive that He can
withdraw His declarations of love to those with whéle is in covenant. The God whom we adore and
reverence; the God of Abraham, the God and FatheuroLord and Savior Jesus Christ faints not, nei-
ther is weary. “He is in one mind and who can tdim?” “He will ever be mindful of His covenant.”
Of our Lord Jesus we truly sing —

“His honor is engaged to save
The meanest of His sheep;

All that His heavenly Father gave,
His hands securely keep.”

Whether my arguments seem good to you or not, snadll consequence—for the text is the in-
spired Word of God—and it cannot be misunderstaoguestioned. Thus says the Lord, “I will not turn
away from them, to do them good.”

lll. The third part of our subject leads us to see THHREEVERING PEOPLE IN THE COVE-
NANT—"1 will put My fear in their hearts, that theshall not depart from Me.”

Let me read very distinctly these words—“They simait depart from Me.” If there were only that
text in the Bible, it would suffice to prove th@dl perseverance of the saints—*They SHALL NOT de-
part from Me.” The salvation of those who are iveant with God is herein provided for by an abso-
lute promise of the omnipotent God which must beied out. It is plain, clear, unconditional, posi-
tive—"They shall not depart from Me.”

It is not carried out by altering the effect of atasy. If they did depart from God, it would beafat
Suppose a child of God should utterly depart frév@ tord, and wholly lose the life of God—what
then? Would he nevertheless be saved? | answegahiation lies in the fact that he will never dite
lose the life of God. Why are we to ask what wodgbpen in a case which can never occur? But if we
must suppose it, we are not slow to say that ifibleever were wholly separated from Christ, he thus
without doubt, perish everlastingly. If a man alsidet in Christ, he is cast forth as a branch and i
withered. The Scripture is very positive about it-divine grace were gone, safety would be gonelt“Sa
is good: but if the salt has lost its savor, whetlewhall it be seasoned?” “If these shall fall sy is
impossible to renew them again unto repentancelidfwork of grace could wholly and totally fail in
any man, the case would be beyond all remedy, shecbest means has, on that supposition, beeh trie
and has failed. If the Holy Spirit has, indeed,emgrated a soul, and yet that regeneration doesanet
it from total apostasy, what can be done? Thesudch a thing as being “born-again.” But there is no
such thing as being born-agaemd again Regeneration is once and for all—it cannot besaggd.
Scripture has no word or hint that it could bemkén have been washed in the blood of Jesus and re-
newed by the Holy Spirit, and this sacred processfhiled, there remains no more. When old things
have passed away, and all things have become mewif be imagined that these will grow old again?
No man may therefore say, “Though | go back to maysin and cease to pray, or repent, or believe, or
have any life of God in me, yet | shall be saveddose | was once a believer.” No! No, profane talke
The text says not, “They shall be saved though tfepart from Me.” But, “They shatiot departfrom
Me”—which is a very different matter. Woe unto thénat depart from the living God; for they must
perish, and with them no covenant of peace hashmear made.

Neither does this perseverance of the saints canbg the removal of temptation. It is not said, “I
will put them where they shall not be tempted. Il wive them such a sufficient livelihood that they
shall not be tried by poverty, and at the same timeg shall never be so rich as to know the tengrtat
of wealth.” No, the Lord does not take His peopl¢ af the world; but He allows them to fight thet-ba
tle of life in the same field as others. He doesramove us from the conflict; but, “He gives us thc-
tory.” We are tempted as was our Lord; but we haweay of escape provided. Our heart is prone to
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wander, and we are not kept from the scene of plesgiandering; but what is said is this—"They shall
not depart from Me.” What a blessed assurance! Tiney be tempted—but they shall not be overcome!
Though they sin in measure, yet shall they notisas to depart from God; they shall still hold ton
Him and live in Christ by the indwelling of the Hobpirit.

How, then, are they preserved? Well, not as somselfatalk, as though we preached, “that the man
who is converted may live as he likes.” We haveenesaid so! We have never evéroughtso! The
man who is converted cannot live as he likes. &haer, he is so changed by the Holy Spirit, thaueif
couldlive as he likes, he would never sin but live Bedautely perfect life. Oh, how deeply do we long
to be kept clear of every sin! We preach not thahmmay depart from God and yet live—but that they
shall not depart from Him!

This is effected by putting a divine principle witltheir hearts. The Lord says, “I will put My fear
in their hearts.” It would never be found therélg did not put it there. It will never spring uptmaally
in any heart. “I will put My fear in their heartsThat is, regeneration and conversion. He makes us
tremble before His law. He makes us feel the s@adtbitterness of sin. He causes us to remember the
God we once forgot, and to obey the Lord whom omealefied. “I will put My fear in their hearts” is
the first great act of conversion—and it is conéiduthroughout life by the perpetual working of the
Spirit upon the heart. The work which commencesaatversion is duly carried on in the converted
ones; for the Lord still puts His fear into thegdnts. How the Spirit of God works we cannot telle-H
has ways of acting directly upon our minds which alt His own, and cannot be understood by us; but
without violating the freedom of our nature, leayus men as we were before, He knows how to make
us continue in the fear of God. This is God’s gteatifast upon His people, “I will put My fear iheir
hearts.”

What is thisfear of God?t is, first, a holy awe and reverence of the g@ad. Taught of God, we
come to see His infinite greatness and the fadtHeais everywhere present with us. And then,dille
with a devout sense of His Godhead, we dare notSsiite God is near, we cannot offend. The words,
“My fear,” also intend filial fear. God is our Fahand we feel the spirit of adoption, whereby we ¢
“Abba, Father.” This child-like love kindles in asfear togrieve Him whom we love, and therefore we
have no desire to depart from Him. There moves ialsmur hearts a deep sense of grateful obligation.
God is so good to me, how can | sin? He loves méao can | vex Him? He favors me so greatly from
day to day that | cannot do that which is contitarydis will. Did you ever receive a choice and spkc
mercy? It has often fallen to my lot; and when tit@rs have been in my eyes at the sight of so great
favor, | have felt that if a temptation came to mi@yould come at a time when | had neither haaot,
eye, nor ear for it. Gratitude bars the door agasims Great love received overthrows great tenytat
to wander. Our cry is, “The Lord bathes me in Higd, He indulges me with the nearest and dearkst fe
lowship with Himsel—how can | do this great wicke$s and sin against God?” Loved of Him so es-
pecially and united to Him by an everlasting covenhow can we fly in the face of love so wondezful
Surely, we can find no pleasure in offending sacignags a God! But it is our joy to do His command-
ments, hearkening unto the voice of His word.

See, beloved, this perseverance of the saintsrgeyerance in holiness—“They shall not depart
from Me.” If the grace of God has really changed,ypou are radically and lastingly changed. If you
have come to Christ, He has not placed in you a&roep of the water of life but He has said it—*The
water that | shall give him shall be in him a wallwater springing up into everlasting life.” Theork
that is done in regeneration is not a temporarykway which a man is, for a time, reformed. It rsev-
erlasting work, by which the man is born for heavEhnere is a life implanted at the new birth which
cannot die—for it is a living and incorruptible geavhich lives and abides forever. Grace will go on
working in a man until it leads him to glory.

If any disagree with what | have said, | cannophgl but | would beg them not to differ from the
text; for the Scripture cannot be broken. Read itwitl put My fear in their hearts, that they shalbt
depart from Me” (Jer 32:40). There it stands, “Tiségll not depart from Me.” But if you ask, By what
instrumentality does God maintain this fear in biearts of His people? | answer, it is the workha t
Spirit of God—and the Holy Spirit usually works Imeans The fear of God is kept alive in our hearts
by the hearing of the word; for faith comes by Irggrand holy fear comes through faith. Be diligent
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then, in hearing the word. That fear is kept aliveur hearts by reading the Scriptures; for adeeel
on the word, it breathes within us that fear of @duch is the beginning of wisdom. This fear of Gsed
maintained in us by the belief of revealed trutd ameditation thereon. Study the doctrines of g
be instructed in the analogy of the faith. Know ¢jospel well and thoroughly, and this will bringefio
the fire of the fear of God in your hearts. Be muchrivate prayer; for that stirs up the fire andkes it
burn more brilliantly. Seek to live near to Godatmde in Him; for as you abide in Him, and His d®r
abide in you, you shall bring forth much fruit, aswlshall you be His disciples.

| find this precious doctrine of the perseverantthe saints to be a very fruitful one. One Thuysda
night, not long ago, | preached this doctrine vailhmy might, and many were comforted by it. Bugf-b
ter still, many were set thinking and were led umttheir faces Christ-ward. Some preach a doctrine
which has a very wide door, but it is all door, amuen you get in, there is nothing to be had. Y a
no safer than you were outside. Sheep are nothurry to enter where there is no pasture. Some have
thought my doctrine narrow, though | am sure mas; but if a door should seem strait, yet, if they
something worth the having when you get in, manly seek admission. There are such wonderful
blessings provided in the covenant of grace thasghwvho are wise are anxious to obtain them. “Oh,”
says one, “if salvation is an everlasting thinghié regeneration means a change of nature sucanas
never be undone, let me have it! If salvation reexre plated article which will wear out, | do noanty
it; but if it is pure silver all through, let mevait. Does the gift of divine grace make us pagtalof the
divine nature and cause us to escape the corruptitch is in the world through lust? Then let usda
it.” | pray that some here may desire salvatiorcaose it secures a life of holiness. The sweet meat
which tempted me to Christ was this—I believed that/ation was an insurance of character. In what
better way can a young man cleanse his life thaputying himself into the holy hands of the Lord Je
sus, to be kept from falling? | said—If | give mif¢e Christ, He will save me from my sins. Thenefp
| came to Him and He keeps me. Oh, how musicakthesds, “They shall not depart from Me!”

To use an old figure; be sure that you take a tiakehe way through. Many people have only be-
lieved in God to save them for a time—so long &y tare faithful, or so long as they are earnest. Be
loved, believe in God to keep you faithful and estrall your life—take a ticket all the way through
Get a salvation which covers all risks. There isotfwer ticket issued from the authorized office aut
through-ticket. Other tickets are forgeries. He ttannot keep you forever cannot keep you a daielf
power of regeneration will not last through lifemay not last an hour. Faith in the everlastingec@ant
stirs my heart’s blood, fills me with grateful japspires me with confidence, fires me with enthasi!
| can never give up my belief in what the Lord kagl, “And | will make an everlasting covenant with
them, that | will not turn away from them, to deeth good; but | will put My fear in their heartsath
they shall not depart from Me.” God bless you,@bwist’'s sake! Amen.
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