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“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Hirfar the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His
wife has made herself ready. And to her was grantteat she should be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and white: for the fine linen is the righte@mess of saints.”
Revelation 19:7, 8.

LAST LORD’S Day we saw clearly from God’s Word thair Lord is worshipped in heaven under
the character of a Lamb. Now, by a Lamb was meattifice, sacrifice for the putting away of sin—
according to the text, “Behold the Lamb of God, ethiakes away the sin of the world.” It is agaihst
great doctrine of atonement and substitutionaryiddeat the attacks of the present unbelievingaage
constantly being made; and therefore | set before the truth of God that substitution and sacrifice
were not a temporary expedient, but that they ooetiall through the whole history of salvation and
remain in the very highest place, even in heavsglifjtand will continue evermore. Do not forgetttha
whenever we read of Christ as a Lamb, it is to nehuis of His sufferings and death in our placetlier
putting away of our sin. Under that character wakém to Him, some of us, years ago and found peace
at the first. We are still looking to Him under treame character, and when we attain to heaven, we
shall not have to change our thought of Him, butsiall still see Him as a Lamb that has been slain.
our lowest place, when we came out of the Egymiusfbondage, He was the Lamb of God’s Passover,
and in our highest place, in the heavenly tempke shall still regard Him as “the Lamb slain frone th
foundation of the world.”

This morning my principal aim shall be to show ybat the blessed and glorious union, which is to
be celebrated between the church and her Lord,beithe marriage “of the Lamb.” The ever blessed
and eternal union of hearts with Christ will beréfierence to Hisacrifice, especially and emphatically,
and the perfected union of the entire church of @t her divine husband is here described by the b
loved apostle, who laid his head upon his Masteo'som and knew most about Him, and who was un-
der the immediate inspiration of the Holy Spirt,these words—*The marriage of the Lamb is come,
and His wife has made herself ready.”

Whatever else we think of at this time, my discewsll aim at this as the white of the target—
namely, that Jesus Christ as the Lamb, the sagrificnot only the beginning but the end; not dhly
foundation but the topstone of the whole sacretioedof the temple of grace. The consummation ef th
whole work of redemption is the marriage of therchuo Christ; and, according to “the true sayinfs
God,” this is “the marriage of the Lamb.”

| will set forth this marriage as best | am abtesIdivinely veiled as well as revealed in thisvBla-
tion. God forbid we should intrude where the Hopjir® shuts us out. But still, what we do know tf i
let us now think upon—and may the sacred Spiriteniaprofitable to us!

|. First, | invite your attention to THE ANTECEDENTSFO'HIS MARRIAGE. What will happen
before the public marriage is celebrated?

One great event will be the destruction of the dtachurch. | have just read, in your hearing, the
previous chapter, which declares the overwhelmiestrdction which will fall upon that evil system.
Any church which puts in the place of justificatibg faith in Christ another method of salvatiorais
harlot church. The doctrine of justification bytfain Christ is the article of a standing or aifajl
church. Where the blood is precious, there is lfbere atonement by the sacrifice is preached and
loved, there will the Spirit of God bear effecttedtimony. But where human priests are put in thee
of Jesus, where pardons can be purchased, wheeeishen unbloody sacrifice instead of the great pr
pitiation, and sacraments are exalted as the meansgeneration—there the church is no longer a
chaste virgin unto Christ—she has turned aside frenpurity.

Volume 35 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 1




2 “The Marriage of the Lamb” Sermon #2096

The Antichristian system is to be utterly extirghtend burnt with fire, for you will perceive, indgh
fourteenth verse of the seventeenth chapter, tlogetwho were associated with this false churdigll's
make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcdineen—for He is Lord of lords and King of
kings.” And there has been no more wicked, nor na@termined war with the Lamb than that which
has been waged by superstition supported by urib&he harlot church and the beast of infidelitg ar
in real league against the simple faith of Chilisyou point men, no matter where; if you pointthe
away from Christ, you point them to Antichristlyibu teach them what you may, no matter how philo-
sophical it may seem—if in any way it takes therfiidm building upon the one foundation of Christ’s
glorious and finished work, you have laid an Antistian foundation, and all that is built thereoitl w
bedestroyed! Everything which sets up itself in opposition e tsacrifice of Christ is to be hurled down
and made to sink like a millstone in the flood.duld God the hour were come! Oh, that the Lord’s1ow
right arm were bare, and that we heard the crybyBm the great is fallen, is fallen.” It is ourséxpect
the speedy coming of our Lord; yet, if He tarriemmay be many a day before “her plagues come in one
day.” But, wait as we may, so it shall be! The dayst come when the true church shall be honored and
the harlot church shall be abhorred. The Bride lofisT is a sort of Cinderella now, sitting among th
ashes; she is like her Lord, “despised and rejecteden.” The watchmen smite her and take away her
veil from her, for they know her not, even as ttkegw not her Lord. But when He shall appear, then
shall she appear, also—and in His glorious marafest, she also shall shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of the Father!

Furthermore, in the immediate connection, we nad before the marriage of the Lamb, there was a
peculiar voice. Read the fifth verse—"And a voia@ame.” Where from? “A voice came out of the
throne.” Whose voice was that? It was not the voicthe Eternal God, for it said, “Praise our Gall,
you His servants.” Whose voice, then, could it bie?one but God could be upon the throne ghee
Lamb, who is God! Surely, it was He who said, “Praise God.” The Mediator, God and man in one
person, was on the throne as a Lamb and He annddneelay of His own marriage! Who should do it
but He? “A voice came out of the throne, sayingis$& our God, all you His servants, and you thet fe
Him, both small and great.” He speaks the word tlualls on all the servants of God to praise Him,
because His complete victory had come! Longinge®d the travail of His soul, earnest to gatheaalin
His elect, He speaks; for the fullness of time t@me—when His joy shall be full, and He shall regoi
over the whole company of His redeemed as foremendth Himself.

The voice from the throne is a very remarkable a@nghows how near akin the exalted Christ is to
His people. He says to all the redeemed, “PraiseGad, all you His servants.” It reminds me of His
memorable words, “I ascend unto My Father and yeather; and to My God and your God.” He was
not then ashamed to associate His people with iHithe high possession of His Father and His God.
And up there upon the throne, He says, “PraiseGod.” | do not know how this language strikes you,
but to me it forcibly sets forth His love, His castension, His fraternization, His union with Heop
ple. Since | know not how to set it out to you, ishleave you to think over it. He who has gonentri
phantly up to the throne, the Savior whose corsflare all over, who has gained the everlasting nétwa
of sitting with the Father upon His throne, stilijs with us in praise, and says, “Praise our Gdid,ou
His servants.” He is not even ashamed to havewsh@ with the least of His people, for He adds,
“And you that fear Him, both small and great.” Trtthe man is near of kin to us, He is our nextskin
man’—

“In ties of blood, with sinners one,

Our Jesus has to glory gone.”
In that glory He still acknowledges His dear relaship, and in the midst of the church He singsspra
unto God (Heb 2:11, 12).

Next, notice the response to this voice; for théo grecedes the marriage. No sooner did that one
august voice summon them to praise, than immeglidteheard as it were the voice of a great multi-
tude.” He heard the mingled sound as of an innubbetaost all joining in the song, for the redeeméd
the Lord are not a few; no man can count them. “@wvery kindred and tongue and people and na-
tion,” they respond in that day to the voice of Lizenb, saying, “Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipate
reigns.” So loud was the sound of all those comiemhgoices that it sounded like “many waters.” Like
cataracts in their roar, or like oceans in thelingss. It was as though all the billows of theastic, the
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Pacific, and the Northern and Southern oceandgllife their voices, and deep answered unto deep. Nor
was the figure too strong, for John heaps uponatteer comparison and says, “As the voice of mighty
thunderings.” We have lately heard the thunder abitne deafening din of our streets, and we have
trembled at the dread artillery of heaven! Such tssound of the mingled voices of the redeemed
when they all united to give honor to God, becahsemarriage of the Lamb had come! Who can imag-
ine the acclamations of that glorious day? We nogagh the gospel, as it were, in a corner and few
there are that will applaud the King of kings. IStihe Christ wends His way through the world as an
unknown or forgotten man; and His church, followibghind Him, seems as a forlorn and forsaken
woman—few there are that care for her. But in theat when her Lord is seen as the King of kings and
she is openly acknowledged as His spouse, whatowas will be heard, what bursts of adoring praise
unto the Lord God omnipotent!

Observe that this tremendous volume of sound weilfldl of rejoicing and of devout homage. “Let
us be glad and rejoice and give honor to Him.” Deyby will be there, and its expression will benvo
age to the Lord God. The joy of joys will be theiglet of Christ in His perfectly gathered churchere
is joy in heaven in the presence of the angelsaxf @ver one sinner that repents; but when all these
penting sinners are gathered into one perfecteg,l@a married to the Lamb, what will be the intini
gladness? Heaven is always heaven, and unspedklily blessedness—but even heaven has its holi-
days, even bliss has its overflowing; and on tret @hen the springtide of the infinite ocean of joy
shall have come, what a measureless flood of desigall overflow the souls of all glorified spirits
they perceive that the consummation of love’s gaEstign is come—“The marriage of the Lamb is
come, and His wife has made herself ready”! We dioknow yet, beloved, of what happiness we are
capable. We have sometimes wished that we could—

“Sit and sing ourselves away

To everlasting bliss.”
But then we were only feeling the spray of the ocefablessedness. What must it bédathe in it? Here
we drink from cups of consolation, but what dragght shall have when we lie down at the wellhead
and drink in our joy immediately from God! If yowmé | enter glory soon without our bodies, we shall
not even then know to the utmost degree what velkthe bliss of our perfected manhood—when the
body shall be raised incorruptible from among tkadland joined to the sinless soul. Nor would this
give us more than a bare idea of the infinite lddagss of myriads of such perfected manhood umited
a perfected church—from which no one single mensbatl be missing, nor one member maimed, or
sick, or stained. Praise the Lord Jesus as you-sing

“You the whole body shall present

Before Your Father’s face.

Nor shall a wrinkle, or a spot,

The beauteous form deface.”
Oh, what joy! | feel as if | could not preach touyel want to get away to think it over, and chew the
cud of meditation for myself. You must just sit wdegou are and muse; here we have the essence of
heavenly music in a few plain words. “The marriaféhe Lamb is come.” Oh, may | be there! May |
be a part of the perfected body of the church ad!@2h, that | might be but part of the soles of fesit,
or the least hair of her head! If | may but seeKingy in His beauty, in the fullness of His joy—whe
He shall take by the right hand her for whom HedsHes precious blood, and shall know the joy which
was set before Him, for which He endured the crdespising the shame—I shall be blest indeed!

Thus, | have given you a hint of what will precdatie marriage of the Lamb, in all of which you
may observe that Jesus wears His character ofah L The harlot church has fought against the Lamb,
and the Lamb has overcome her forces. He it is tiathe throne, speaks to His people as His l@pthr
It is to Him that the response is given, for the gmd the delight all spring from the fact that thar-
riage is that of the Lamb whom the Father glorifeasd who glorifies the Father. The voice said,t‘li®
rejoice and give honor to Him.” Was not that Hisysr of old, “Father, glorify Your Son, that Your
Son also may glorify You”? To glorify the Fatheesiis died as a sacrifice; and to glorify JesusF#ie
ther gives Him His church, which is redeemed byitloed of the Lamb.

Il. Now may | be helped by the Spirit of God, whileesatl you on to THE MARRIAGE ITSELF.
“The marriage of the Lamb is come.” Often as yoartabout this marriage of the Lamb, | greatly ques-
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tion whether any here have any precise idea wime&ns. Dean Alford says, “This figure of a mareiag
between the Lord and His people is too frequentfamdliar to need explanation.” With all deferertoe
the excellent divine, that was a very sufficierasen why he should have carefully explained itcesin
that which is often noted in Holy Scripture mustdbdirst importance, and should be well understdod
do not wonder that many are shy of such a themmet i®a difficult one. Alas, how little do I, psonal-
ly, know of such a matter!

The marriage of the Lamb is the result of the etlegift of the Father. Our Lord says, “Yours they
were, and you gave them to Me.” His prayer wasttli€q | will that they also, whom You have given
Me, be with Me where | am. That they may behold giyry, which You have given Me, for You loved
Me before the foundation of the world.” The Fathwade a choice, and the chosen He gave to His Son
to be His portion; for them He entered into a cardrof redemption, whereby He was pledged in due
time to take upon Himself their nature, pay theghgnof their offenses, and set them free to be His
own. Beloved, that which was arranged in the cdsraf eternity, and settled there between the high
contracting parties, is brought to its ultimate emt¢hat day when the Lamb takes unto Himself iarev
lasting union the whole of those whom His Fatheregdim from of old!

Next—this is the completion of the betrothal, whiobk place with each of them in time. | shall not
attempt elaborate distinctions, but as far as yallavere concerned, the Lord Jesus betrothed @aeh
of us unto Himself in righteousness when first veédved on Him. Then He took us to be His and gave
Himself to be ours, so that we could sing—"My Beddvis mine, and | am His.” This was the essence of
the marriage. Paul, in the Epistle to the Ephesigmsesents our Lord as already married to thecthu
This may be illustrated by the Oriental customwiych when the bride is betrothed; all the saregitf
marriage are involved in those espousals. Butheetmay be a considerable interval before theehsid
taken to her husband’s house. She dwells with drendr household, and has not yet forgotten her kin-
dred and her father’s house, though still she esed in truth and righteousness. Afterwards,ishe
brought home on an appointed day, the day whiclsheeild call the actual marriage. But yet the be-
trothal is, to Orientals, of the very essence ef itiarriage. Well, then, you and | are betrotheduo
Lord today, and He is joined to us by inseparableds. He does not wish to part with us, nor coutdd w
part from Him; He is the delight of our souls, afie rejoices over us with singing. Rejoice that s h
chosen you and called you, and through the betrédbk forward to the marriage. Feel even now that
though in the world, you are not of it—your destidges not lie here among these frivolous sons of
men. Our home is from now on high—

“My heart is with Him on His throne,
And ill can bear delay.

Each moment listening for the voice,
‘Rise up and come away.”

The marriage day indicates the perfecting of theybaf the church. | have already told you that the
church will then be completed and it is not so n8dam lay asleep, and the Lord took out of his side
rib and fashioned thereof a helpmeet for him. Adsaw her not when she was in the forming, but he
opened his eyes and before him was the perfect ébims helpmeet. Beloved, the true church is now i
the forming and is therefore not visible; there @y churches, but as to the one church of Chvist,
see it neither here nor there. We speak of théleishurch. But the term is not correct. The thiwgch
we see is a mixture of believers and meretenders to faith. The church which is affianced unto the
heavenly Bridegroom is not visible as yet, for ghm the process of formation. The Lord will ndibev
such simpletons as we are to see His half-finishetk; but the day will come when He shall have
completed His new creation, and then will He brreg forth whom He has made for the second Adam
to be His delight to all eternity. The church ig perfected as yet. We read of that part of it Whgin
heaven, that, “They without us should not be maeléept.” Unless you and | get there, if we are true
believers, there cannot be a perfect church inyglbhe music of the heavenly harmonies as yet lacks

certain voices; some of itsecessary notes are too bass for those already, and othersa high for

them. It will not be complete till the singers comko are ordained to give the choir its fullestganAt

the Crystal Palace you have seen the singers aomgirig in. The conductor is all anxiety if theyese

to linger; still, some are away. The time is neanty and you see seats up there on the right, aad a
cant block down there on the left; even so withlitkavenly choir—they are streaming in—the orchestra
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is filling up, but yet there is room, and yet thésedemand for other voices to complete the hegvenl
harmony. Beloved, in the day of the marriage ofltaeb, the chosen shalll be there—the great and

the small—even all the believers who are wresthiagd this day with sins, and doubts, and fearshfEve

living member of the living church shall be theoebe married to the Lamb!

By this marriage is meant more than | have told. yidnere is the home-bringing. You are not to live
here forever in these tents of Kedar, among a peoph strange tongue. But the blessed Bridegroom
comes to take you to the happy country where yail b longer say, “My soul is among lions.” Alleh
faithful shall soon be away to Your land, O EmmdhWée shall dwell in the land that flows with milk
and honey; the land of the unclouded and unsesimy the home of the blessed of the Lord! Happy,
indeed, will be the home-bringing of the perfeatircn!

The marriage is the coronal-avowal. The churcthésliride of the great King, and He will set the
crown upon her head, and make her to be known agrt spouse forever. Oh, what a day that will be,
when every member of Christ shall be crowned in Hand with Him; and every member of the mysti-
cal body shall be glorified in the glory of the @egroom! Oh, may | be there in that day! Brethrea,
must be with our Lord in the fight if we would batlvHim in the victory; we must be with Him in
wearing the crown of thorns, if we are to be witimHn wearing the crown of glory; we must be faith-
ful, by His grace, even unto death, if we are tarstthe glory of His endless life.

| cannot tell you all it means but certainly thismage signifies that all who have believed in Him
shall then enter into a bliss which shall never-eadliss which no fear approaches or doubt beclouds
They shall be forever with the Lord, forever gl@d with Him. Expect not lips of clay to speakyfitin
such a theme! Tongues of fire are needed; and wbatdgall like fire-flakes on the soul.

A day will come, the day of days, time’s crown agldry—when all conflict, risk and judgment is
ended forever—the saints, arrayed in the righteegsmof Christ shall be eternally one with Him in a
living, loving, lasting union, partaking togethefr the same glory, the glory of the Most High! What
must it be to be there! My dear hearers, will yauthere? Make your calling and election sure; ii yo
are not trusting in the Lamb on earth, you will neign with the Lamb in His glory! He that does not
love the Lamb, as the atoning sacrifice, shall néethe bride of the Lamb. How can you hope to be
glorified with Him if you neglect Him in the day éfis scorning? O Lamb of God, my sacrifice, | must
be one with You, for this is my very life! | coultbt live apart from You. If, my hearer, you canghu
speak, there is good hope that you shall be acjgeator in the marriage of the Lamb!

lll. But we pass on now to dwell emphatically upon taet that THE CHARACTER UNDER
WHICH THE BRIDEGROOM APPEARS IS THAT OF THE LAMB.The marriage of the Lamb is
come.”

It must be so, because first of all, our Savior Wes Lamb in the everlasting covenant, when this
whole matter was planned, arranged, and settlétdeébforesight and decree of eternity! He is “thenba
slain from the foundation of the world,” and thezenant was with Him, as one who was to be the sure-
ty, the substitute, the sacrifice for guilty men.&d not otherwise, was it of old.

It was next as the Lamb that He loved us and prélisdove. Beloved, He did not give us words of
love merely when He came from heaven to earth,davelt among us “a lowly man before His foes”;
but He proceeded to deeds of truest affection. Stpeeme proof of His love was that He was led as a
lamb to the slaughter. When He poured out His bla®a@ sacrifice, it might have been said, “Behold,
how He loved them!” If you would prove the love I#sus, you would not mention the transfiguration,
but the crucifixion. Gethsemane and Golgotha waigle to your lips; here to demonstration, beyord al
possibility of doubt by any true heart, the Welll®e&d proved His love to us. See how it runs—“He
loved me and gave Himself for me,” as if that giviof Himself for me was the clear proof that He
loved me. Read again—"Christ loved the church asmdedgHimself for it.” The proof of His love to the
church was the giving up of Himself for it. “Beifigund in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself and
became obedient to death, even the death of tlss.trtderein is love, not that we loved God, budtth
He loved us.” So, you see, as a Lamb He proveddiis; and as a Lamb He celebrated His marriage
with us.

Go a step further. Love in marriage must be on bBatbs, and it is as the Lamb that we first came to
love Him. | had no love to Christ—how could | haveiH4 saw His wounds and blood? “We love Him,
because He first loved us.” His perfect life wasoademnation to me, much as | was compelled to ad-
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mire it, but the love that drew me to Him was showiiis substitutionary character, when He bore my
sins in His own body on the tree. Is it not so withu, beloved? | have heard a great deal aboutetenv
sions through admiration of the character of Chhst | have never met with one—all | have ever met
with have been conversions through a sense of aksdlvation, and a consciousness of guilt—which
could never be satisfied except by His agony aradhdinrough which sin is justly pardoned, and evil
subdued. This is the great heart-winning doctr{Dtist loves us as the Lamb, and we love Him as the
Lamb.

Further, marriage is the most perfect union. Suielg as the Lamb that Jesus is most closelyejbin
to His people. Our Lord came very close to us wHertook our nature, for thus He became bone of our
bone, and flesh of our flesh. He came very nearstwhen, for this cause, He left His Father and be-
came one flesh with His church. He could not béusias she was, but He did take her sins upon Him-
self and bear them all away, as it is written, “Tloed has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” WhéHe
was numbered with the transgressors,” and wheswloed of vengeance smote Him in our place, then
He came nearer to us than ever He could do in énegiion of His Incarnation. | cannot conceive of
closer union than that of Christ and souls redeebyeolood. As | look at Him in death, | feel forceal
cry, “Surely a husband by blood are You to me, SudkYou are joined to me by something closer than
the one fact that You are of my nature; for thatireof Yours has borne my sin and suffered thaben
ty of wrath on my behalf. Now are You one with meall things, by a union like that which links You
with the Father.” A wonderful union is thus effetttiey our Lord’s wearing the character of the Lamb.

Once more—we never feel so one with Jesus as wkesee Him as the Lamb. | shall again appeal
to your experience. When have you had the swetthsivship with Christ in all your lives? | answer
on my own account—it has been when | have sung—

“Oh, how sweet to view the flowing

Of His soul-redeeming blood,

With divine assurance knowing

He has made my peace with God!”
If 1 had my choice today, while abiding in this peat state, to see my Lord in His glory, or on His
cross, | should choose the latter. Of course, lldvpuefer to see His glory, and be away with Himt b
while dwelling here, surrounded with sin and sorravsight of His griefs has the most effect upon me
“O sacred head once wounded,” | long to behold Ymever feel so close to my Lord as when | survey
His wondrous cross, and see Him pouring out Hisdlor me. | have been melted down when we have
sung together those sweet lines—

“See from His head, His hands, His feet,

Sorrow and love flow mingled down!

Did ever such love and sorrow meet?

Or thorns compose so rich a crown?”
| have almost felt myself in His arms, and like ddtnave leaned on His bosom when | have beheld His
passion. | do not wonder, therefore, that sincecélaes closest to us as the Lamb, and since we come
closest to Him when we behold Him in that charadtés is pleased to call His highest eternal union
with His church, “the marriage of the Lamb.”

And O, beloved, when you come to think of it, torbarried to Him, to be one with Him, to have no
thought, no object, no desire, no glory but thatolwldwells in Him that lives and was dead—will not
this be heaven, indeed, where the Lamb is the tigdreof? Forever to contemplate and adore Him who
offered up Himself without spot unto God as ouriae and propitiation! This shall be an endlesadt
of grateful love. We shall never weary of this &) If you see the Lord coming from Edom, with dye
garments from Bozrah, from the winepress whereinhBe trampled on His foes—you are overawed
and overcome by the terror of that dread displayusfice. But when you see Him clad in a vesture
dipped in no blood but His own, you will sing aloadermore, “You were slain and have redeemed us
to God by Your blood; to You be glory forever angte” | could go on singing, “Worthy is the Lamb
that was slain” throughout all eternity. The thehas an inexhaustible interest about it—there isyeve
thing in it—justice, mercy, power, patience, loeendescension, grace, and glory! All over gloriis
my Lord when | behold Him as a Lamb. And this simadlke heaven seven times heaven to me to think
that even then | shall be joined to Him in everfagsbonds as the Lamb. [Here a voice from the galle
cried, “Praise the Lord!"] Yes, my friend, we wglaise the Lord. “Praise you the Lord” is the comtha
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which was heard coming out of the throne—"Praise ®ad, all you His servants, and you that fear
Him, both small and great: for the marriage ofltaenb is come, and His wife has made herself ready.”

IV. Now we come to the last point, THE PREPAREDNESSTBIE BRIDE—"His wife has made
herself ready.” Up till now the church has alwagei spoken of as Hizide; now she is “His wife"™—
that is a deeper, dearer, more matured word thade's—"His wife has made herself ready.” The
church has now come to the fullness of her joy, lzasitaken possession of her status and powerigs “H
wife.” What does it mean—"Has made herself ready”?

It signifies, first, that she willingly and of hemwn accord comes to her Lord, to be His and to be
with Him forever. This she does with all her heatthe has made herself ready.” She does not enter
into this engagement with reluctance; some unwiselgak of the grace of God as though it were a
physical force which sets a constraint upon the efithe quickened man. Beloved, | never preach to
you in that fashion. Free will is an unknown thiegcept it is worked in us by divine grace. Gracthe
great liberating force; the will is a slave to el divine grace comes and makes it free to cleotbst
which is good. No action of the soul is freer thlaat by which it quits sin and closes with Chrighen
the man comes to himself. The heart is free frompmdsion, when its love goes forth towards the Lord
Jesus. | ask you that love Him; do you feel that goe going against your will in so doing? Far from
it—you wish to love Him more! In the ultimate unianf all the chosen with Christ, will you want any
forcing to take your part in the marriage of therlb® Did not the words | used just now state yongio
ings—"My heart is with Him on His throne”? Are yowt panting to behold His face? Compulsion to a
hungry man to eat would seem more likely than cdeipu to be joined unto Christ. His wife has gladly
made herself ready—free grace has made her frhelyse Him.

Does it not mean that she has put away from heafledvil, and all connection with the corruptions
of the harlot church have been destroyed? Shethaggked against error, she has fought againsdeii
ity, and both have been put down by her holy waliclelss and earnest testimony. And so she is ready
for her Lord.

Does it not also mean that in the great day ottmesummation the church will be one? Alas, for the
divisions among us! You do not know what denomoratiny friend belonged to who prayed just now.
Well, 1 shall not tell you. You could not judge frohis prayer. “The saints in prayer appear as dbe-”
nomination? A plague upon denominationalism! Trereuld be but one denomination—we should be
denominated by the name of Christ, as the wifearmed by her husband’s name. As long as the church
of Christ has to say, “My right arm is Episcopali@md my left arm is Wesleyan, and my right foot is
Baptist, and my left foot is Presbyterian or Coggiteonal,” she is not ready for the marriage! Shié w
be ready when she has washed out these stains, allheer members have “one Lord, one faith, one
Baptism.” Unity is a main part of the readinessehgwoken of.

| beg you to notice what the preparation was. ttascribed in the eighth verse—*To her was grant-
ed.” | will go no further. Whatever preparationwtis that she made, in whatever apparel she was ar-
rayed, it wagranted to her. Observe that the harlot church wore finer, also, but then she had with it
purple and silk, and scarlet and precious stones,pearls. | do not know from where the harlot ob-
tained her apparel, but | know where the true dhdiocind her wedding dress, for it is written, “terh
was granted.” This was gift of sovereign grace, the free gift of her own bebbv“To her was grant-
ed.” She had a grant from the throne, a royal gr@amindisputable right; we also go to heaven lygalro
grant. We have nothing of our own to carry us thereight, nothing of boasted merit. But to us akso
granted acceptance in the Beloved. Oh, it is aalsrthing to hold your own by letters patent, uritie
Great Seal of heaven! When we shall be united $os]eéhe ever blessed Lamb, in endless wedlock, all
our fitness to be there will be ours by free grant!

Look at the apparel of the wife, “To her was grdntieat she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean
and white.” How simple her raiment! Only fine linerlean and white! The more simple our worship,
the better; the true church of Christ is conterthwthite linen and no more. She asked not for tHiose
things we read about in connection with the ha@bie envied not the unchaste one her harpers and mu
sicians and pipers and trumpeters—she was contiémther simple harp and joyful song. She did not
need all manner of vessels of ivory and preciousdytrass and iron, and marble. She did not seek fo
cinnamon, and odors, and ointments, or anything elghat finery with which people nowadays try to
adorn their worship. The simpler the better! Whenvbrship you cannot hear the voices of the people
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beyond the noise which might be made by the twdtdralf-a-dozen sparrows, because a flood of noise
from a huge organ is drowning all the praise—I khive have lost our way. The simpler the worship the
better; whether in prayer or praise, or anythirsgelhe harlot church bedecks herself with herigech
ture, and her millinery, and her perfumery, and dratory, and her music; but those who would follow
the Lamb wherever He goes will keep their worsthgjr practice, and their doctrine pure and simple,
avoiding all the blandishments of carnal policy dmmnan wisdom—content with the truth of God as it
is in Jesus. What more beautiful than pure whiteril?

In the Greek, our text runs thus—“Fine linen, clea white, for fine linen is the righteousnesdes o
the saints.” Our Revised Version has, in this casegiven us a translation but an explanation, taad
explanation is a contraction of the sense. Theseggiword it, “Fine linen is the righteous actsahts.”
That word “acts” is of their own insertion. The wlolrighteousnesses” has a fuller meaning—it is ex-
ceedingly broad, and they have narrowed it and ppigad it. We shall have a complete array of right-
eousnesses in Christ’s righteousness, active asgivea—a garment for the head, and a garment for the
feet, and for the loins. What righteousnesses we'Haighteousness imparted by the power of the-Spir
it; righteousness imputed by the decree of GodrfEf@m of righteousness will go to make up the be-
liever's outfit—but remember, all of it igranted, and none of it is of our own purchasing. We shatl
have Christ’s righteousness to cover up our sisoase blasphemously say—for we shall havain to
cover! We shall not need Christ’s righteousnessiaie an evil headeem pure—we shall be as perfect
as our Father in heaven is perfect! Washed in kbedbof the Lamb, we shall have no spot upon us or
within us. We shall have a complete righteousnésd.thus arrayed, we shall be covered with the beau
ty of holiness. This garment is most befitting, fors, “The righteousness of saints.” Saints ouight
have righteousness; they are themselves made &udlytherefore they ought to be adorned in visible
holiness. And so they shall be.

Best of all, we shall be arrayed in that day witattwhich pleases the Bridegroom. Do | not remem-
ber how He said, “I counsel you to buy of Me whiéément”? Yes, she has remembered His bidding.
She has nothing else but that “fine linen” whichlthe “The righteousness of saints.” And this He de-
lights in. She comes to the Lamb bearing aboutheeresult of His own passion, and of His own $piri
and she is well-pleasing in His eyes. The Lord seéer of the travail of His soul and He is satidf

| have done when | have again put this question—y@otrust the Lamb? | warn you, if you have a
religion which has no blood of Christ in it, itn®t worth a thought! You had better be rid oftityill be
of no use to you. | warn you, also, that unless lpme the Lamb, you cannot be married to the Lamb,
for He will never be married to those who have owelto Him. You must take Jesus as a sacrifice, or
not at all. It is useless to say, “I will follow @st's example.” You will not do anything of therldt is
idle to say, “He shall be my teacher.” He will retknowledge you for a disciple unless you will
acknowledge Him as a sacrifice. You must take Hinthee Lamb, or have done with Him; if you des-
pise the blood of Christ, you despise the wholesqerof Christ. Christ is nothing to you if He istno
your atonement. As many of you as hope to be shydtle works of the law, or by anything else apart
from His blood and righteousness, you have un-@aniged yourselves! You have no part in Jesus
here, and you shall have no part in Him hereaftdé®en He shall take to Himself His own redeemed
church, to be His spouse forever and ever. Gog hyles, for Christ’'s sake. Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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