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“And the king commanded and they brought great sés costly stones,
and hewed stones, to lay the foundation of the beLi
1 Kings 5:17.

“THE king commanded”—that is the beginning of &lbly zeal waits for the king's orders. But as
soon as the command was given there was neitheepaur hesitation—"the king commanded and they
brought.” Oh, that it were always so in the chuo€lGod. That the King’s commands were at once fol-
lowed by His people’s obedience! That obedience iwasto every detaill—The king commanded and
they brought great stones, costly stones, and hetwe@s.” They did not omit one particular, or déwi
in the least degree. The advice of the BlessedivVigthe servants at the marriage feast is ouicado
all workers—“whatever He says unto you, do it.” \Wadone without the Lord’s command may be noth-
ing more than mere will-worship, unacceptable vitie Lord. Where the word of a king is, there is
power, and you may expect that power to go fortth wou when you go forth under the guidance and
authority of the divine command.

Solomon began to build the temple at the foundatf@u smile and wonder how he could have be-
gun anywhere else. Ah, dear friends! | wish commm@mse ruled people in religion as well as in bogdi
temples. For many brethren begin their buildinghattop. To baptize an unbeliever on the ground of
faith which does not yet exist is laying the topstdefore the foundation. To gather into churclovel
ship those who are not gathered to Christ is attexgppo pile on the roof before there are any wdbs
any of you to make a profession of religion withbeing born-again is building the third story befor
there is any basement. How much we have in thisdwairhanging up houses in the air'—I mean mak-
ing professions without having anything upon whiglbase them. Begin with the foundation. The foun-
dation, in this case, had to be carried to a gneaht, because the area upon which the templal stoo
was high above the valley. As there was not spacegh on the mount, it was necessary to build up
from the depth of the valley scores of feet in pagicular height, to form a foundation upon which
there would be sufficient space for the temple asdurroundings. Portions of the massive masonry
which formed the foundation of the enlarged areaaia, to be wondered at by all who gaze upon them.
Solomon paid special care to the foundation.

Very much of foundation work is out of sight an@ tflemptation is to pay but small attention to its
finish. It was not so with Solomon. Although it wasry much out of sight, the king took care tha th
underground portion of the temple should be woxhyhe rest of the edifice—it was to be made of
“great stones, costly stones and hewed stonesld@usiin these days would think it absurd to spend
time and labor in the hewing of stones which woudder be seen; foundations may call for something
firm and solid, but certainly for nothing costlycahewn with care. Out of sight, out of mind, andrés
fore none will spend time and trouble upon it. Notthe wise king engaged in the service of God! He
paid great attention to underground work. And “gre@mnes, costly stones and hewed stones,” were
brought at his command to form the foundation eftiample. He designed to make it all of a piece—it
was to be as truly “magnificent” in its foundatias in its roof. There was to be no poverty of maker
no skimping of any portion of the work. It was f8od, and it was to be built by the king of Israsid it
would neither honor God nor the king to have a foahdation.

| want, dear friends, to urge that all our work @wod should be done thoroughly, and especially that
part of it which lies lowest and is least obsernaédmen. | shall first say this is God’'s method—He
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builds all His works with good foundations. Secgndhis should be our method in all work for God.
And, thirdly, this is a wise method. Briefly upoaah, as the Holy Spirit shall help me.

l. First, THIS IS GOD’S METHOD. Wherever you turn yoeyes upon the work of God, it is per-
fect. It will bear the keenest inspection. You nh@gk at it from a distance with a telescope, or yoay
search it with a microscope. But you shall findimperfection. The Lord’s work is perfect, not mgrel
on the surface but to its center. If you cut deepf you pull it to pieces, dividing atom from ato you
shall see the wisdom of God in the minutest particl

Observe the work of creation. God took care tha&new the material universe there should be a
grand foundation for His noble edifice. We have stay of the fitting up of the world, during theven
days, for the habitation of man. But we have nethilstory of the creation of the earth before thmae.

To prepare for the seven days’ rapid furnishinghefearth for man, millions of years may have adps
The foundation was laid with great care. No lindahde set to the period preceding the making of, man
if you only follow the Word of God in Genesis. “the beginning”—that was a long, long while ago—
“God created the heaven and the earth.” And dutiiag process of creation it went through a great
many stages, for God was determined that the hiouagdich man should dwell should be thoroughly
furnished for him. | cannot conduct you to the fdations of the earth. But | do ask you to go down
with me into the cellar. Consider that vast deposisalt for our comfort and health, and the minés
iron and other metals which lay the cornerstonesanfe and commerce. Look at the store of coal laid
up in the deep places for us. God would not seadid here in winter time and put no coal in te¢

lar for him. But He took long ages to provide therld with that fuel which is necessary for a thaubsa
useful purposes. Those metals which are the besm$ures of the soil are usually placed lowest bg. Go
“In His hand are the deep places of the earthstrength of the hills is His, also.” If ever scienghall

be able to investigate below the crust of the giobe its fiery caldron, they will discover frestowders

of God’s power and wisdom. What benefit may bedest upon us even by the secret fires which burn
and rage within the world’s innermost heart, or ivmay be the blessing derived by us from these un-
derlying fountains of water gathered in the deggscannot estimate. Suffice it to say that Godéaer
tion is not only full of glory in its loftiest piracles but also in its utmost depths. God is thetétas
Builder and He lays the foundation well.

The same is true of God’s work called providence.eNent happens but He has planned it and or-
dained that a multitude of other events shouldguae®r follow it. The doings of providence are #ure
ed together, like pearls upon a string. Therernslation of this to that and of that to anotherdGmes
not allow events to blow about like scattered Isameautumn—neither are they the inventions ofya tr
ing moment—when He is driven to fresh expedienés His end may not be frustrated. Events dovetail
the one into the other. Every fact is fitted anddd to take its place in the design of the gheahi-
tect. Certain great principles underlie all histo®ne who had but little spiritual knowledge, yene
fessed that “there is a power abroad which makesigbteousness”—he could not help seeing that.
And he might have seen more had he opened his €gese is, in the affairs of man, many a touch of
God’s own hand. History looks like tangled yarnt Binen you and | shall see it disentangled, wel shal
wonder at the infinite wisdom, kindness, and gosdnaf God. Behold, in all things everything is of
Him, and by Him, and through Him, to the praiseHig glory. In God’s government of the universe He
makes sure of His foundation.

But we come into clearer light when we look at tleed’s greatest work of redemption. You and |
are not saved haphazardly. It is not as though l@amdsaved us on the spur of the moment, as an after
thought which was not in His first intent. No, reg&ion plays an essential part in the purposes®f t
Lord. | delight to look back upon the Lord’s redeegithoughts before all time and say of them, “Ehes
are ancient things.” Long before the stars fleve ldparks from the anvil of omnipotence, God had con
trived the way for the redemption of His own. Ire tbovenant council chamber, the divine Persons of
the sacred Unity arranged the procedure of alliglsrgrace. And today all things are worked aceaydi
to the purpose of His eternal will. The foundatminredemption was securely laid in the covenant of
grace, of which the Lord Jesus is the foundatiofinite love, infallible wisdom, immutable faithful
ness—all these combined to lay a foundation wharhreever be moved.
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Go a little further, dear friends, and come to dag in which the Lord provided atonement for us
and thus laid an immovable foundation. It has megjgested that He might have saved us, if He willed
without a sacrifice, letting law and justice staomdone side. This is after the manner of the methef
day—the jerry-building of the hour scorns so medhiag as a foundation. But God does not build in
this vile fashion. God will have no flaw in the &ation of His people, and that there never migtseaa
guestion as to the justice of the divine act bychhtheir iniquity is passed over, He has exactpdral-
ty at the hand of their Surety. Now the Lord judtlygives their transgression. Justice, vindicdigd
glorious sacrifice, brings for a foundation “gre&dnes, costly stones, and hewed stones.” All tigela
of God might search all heaven in vain to findtadundation stone for the temple of grace. But vhe
the Only-Begotten of the Father offered Himselfheitt spot unto God, it was seen that He was in all
respects fit to be the foundation of man’s redearptHe is a chief Cornerstone, elect, precious &bl
bear all that can be laid upon Him. What a wontlerais that God would yield Him up to die, to be the
basis of our hope! Talk of the great stones antlycenes of Solomon’s temple—they are not worthy
to be mentioned in the same day as this chief Cstoe, on which all the hopes of His elect ard, lai
for they behold in Him the sacrifice for sin, thesttoyer of evil, and the reconciler of the losibr§ be
to God! In resting upon Jesus we do not build engand, but on a rock. He is the foundation of God,
which stands sure. The whole temple of the chuisdustained by Him!

When you are rejoicing in your sonship, your unioerChrist, your high privileges, your eternal glo-
ry—do not forget the less visible but equally esis¢fioundation blessings of eternal personal éect
the everlasting covenant, the unchanging purpodettaminfallible oath of God. Sing evermore of the
love which from eternity was fixed upon you andlué purpose settled and established concerning you,
for these lie at the foundation of all the favoamiyenjoy. Solomon’s foundations astonish beholders
earth, but those of God will fill angels with ama®nt throughout eternity.

Once more—while illustrating the truth that God'sthod is to lay a good foundation, | must beg
you to think of the application of redemption te teart of everyone of the redeemed in personehsal
tion. Beloved, when God saved us, it was no supatfivork—the building of His grace in our souls is
no wooden shanty but a building which has founaatid.ook back at the early dealings of God with
you before you knew Him—He says, “I girded you,ubb you have not known Me.” Your experiences
in your ungodly state were made to lay a foundatosrthe higher work of divine grace in your hearts
This was more fully seen in the operations of graben God began to deal with yeffiectually. When
He worked in you conviction of sin, what an outglitg there was! With some of us, the throwing out
of the foundation lasted for years. And for myskeliegan to think there never would be a tracengf a
thing built up in my heart. What a trench was dagny soul! Out went my supposed merits! What a
heap of rubbish! Out went my knowledge, my goodlkess, and my self-sufficiency! By-and-by, out
went all my strength. When this out-digging was pteted, the ditch was so deep that, when | went
down into it, it seemed like my grave. Such a giefas for me to know my own sinfulness, thatid d
not seem possible that this could help my buildipgin comfort and salvation. Yet so it is thathet
Lord means to build high, He always digs deep. Knide means to give great grace, He gives deep
consciousness of need of it. Our convictions of $iaugh painful and humbling, are a necessarygiart
edification in righteousness. Since then we hawnlibe subjects of a great deal of secret, unsgen,
derground work. The Lord has spent upon us a wairtzhre.

My brothers and sisters, you would not like to uhtigose great searching of heart of which you
have been the subject. You have been honored ilicpAnd, if so, you have had many a whipping be-
hind the door lest you should glory in your fleStihenever God has filled your boat with fish and you
have been more than ordinarily successful, that basbegun to sink. Great mercies are great humble
of sincere souls. You have gone down in proporésrGod has gone up with you. All those chastening,
humbling and searching of heart have been a prlagiieg of foundations for higher things. Yes ahd t
Lord has done much more than this in His own ungegreffectual way. He has given instruction and
revelation and sanctified fellowship and these Hasen your own and not another’'s. No one has seen
what the Lord has worked in you. But if it had been for this, you could not have been built upan
liness and usefulness. Thank God He works the ggr@ainders of His love in the dark, out of sight.
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Yet, as the foundation is the most important parthe building, so the secret, humbling procesdes o
divine grace have a value second to none. Yes, nethten, for the building up of a temple for His in
dwelling, the Lord “brings great stones, costlyn&® and hewed stones to lay the foundation of the
house.”

Il. 1 want now to see that THIS MUST BE OUR METHOD. \Weist build after this fashion and
make sure of our foundations.

First, let it be so in the building up of our owfel Every man and woman here, but especially those
who are young have a life to build up; it is a grdéng to begin by believing good solid doctrisame
people have believed twenty different gospels imagsy years—how many more they will believe be-
fore they get to their journey’s end it would bdfidult to predict. | thank God | never knew buteon
gospel. And | have been so perfectly satisfied witthat | do not want to know any other. Constant
change of creed is sure loss. If a tree has takentup two or three times a year, you will notchee
build a very large loft in which to store the aplévhen people are always shifting their doctrprat-
ciples, they are not likely to bring forth muchifrto the glory of God. It is good to begin withfiem
hold upon those great fundamental doctrines whiehltord has taught in His word. Draw into their
places in your belief and in your experience, thiggeat stones, costly stones, and hewed stones” of
sure revelation which lay the doctrinal foundatadrihe temple of faith.

It is a great blessing to have a deep, solid, idwexperience. Beloved, never think that you have
taken hold of a truth of God till it has taken holdyou. We do a great deal of flimsy work in rébig,
to our cost and injury. If much of our supposedezignce were laid on the wall of our confidence, th
first real stone that pressed on it would crumbleisand. We want things solid, vital, real—“great
stones, costly stones and hewed stones, to ldpdnelation of the house.”

Beloved, how much is done in private by every Glamswho is really sanctified, in the matter of the
mastering of sin? It is not fit, in cases of inwaanhflict, to open the door or the window and bienry-
body come and see. If you have the wild beastrotestackle, shut the door and have it out alored G
helping you, you will never attain to a holy lifalass there are secret conflicts with sin. Therstralso
be hidden times of communion with God. That gradach is artesian, is grace, indeed; when you have
tapped the deep that lies under, up leaps thenstnathh an irresistible force, fresh from the vemsalnt of
truth. | pray God to deliver us from the preseresticialities of religion. Xavier is said to haveade
innumerable converts in India by going about witlittee pot of water and a brush and sprinklingrthe
as he went along. If men do not in that way makeveds now, | am afraid the work is not much deeper
or more effectual. Unless men have new hearts ightl spirits, it is all in vain that they make ngwno-
fessions. We need to be baptized into the graceaaf till every part of our old nature is buried hwit
Christ and the whole of our new nature is dyedendolor of almighty love. God grant it may be Be!
thorough. Be real, be intense, and in your buildipgf character, look well to the foundation.

So it must be, next, in the building up of a chyrtiat a church of God needs be founded on the ev-
erlasting truth of God. There are numbers of hasijders with wood, hay and stubble. But these nei-
ther attend to the foundation nor to material kidreon. Splendid stuff for rapid construction @od,
well-trussed hay! Bring a truss at a time. Whaila @f building we will show in a day! You wanted a
house and we have built you one in an instant. Walé is three feet thick and wonderfully warm. We
have built a house in a day. In this way new saotsparties have been invented and called chuathes
Christ. Is this worth while? “Thus says the Lorfals it prosper?” For my part, although | would be
zealous in the service of my Lord, | had ratherthm/grace of God, “lay great stones, costly stoaed
hewed stones” upon the solid, rocky old doctrinethe gospel, than gather the greatest crowd, witho
faith and life. The stones of the temple were smased and polished that you could not get a kmife i
between them when they were placed side by side.stdnes thus adjusted were like a solid, united
mass. So let us build. “Slow work,” you say. Yest i will be equally slow in coming down and that
the thing we must care about—we build for eternity.

To maintain solid truth you need solid people. Vgadliness is therefore to be aimed at. Twenty
thousand people, all merely professing faith butidga no energetic life, may not have divine grace
enough among them to make twenty solid believeysr,Bickly believers turn the church into an hespi
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tal, rather than a camp. Weak believers are paif feir building a church with. Alas, much has been
done of late to promote the production of dwarfGhristians. The endeavor has been to increase
breadth at the expense of depth. What would ymktbf those who should break the dams of our reser-
voirs to let the water spread over the country? dt@dent which did this in America has spread ruin
throughout a great district. | fear that nothing bnischief can come of the present liberal reginimgctv
talks of universal fatherhood and virtually breaksvn the separating wall which is meant to guasd th
church of God. If, in order to spread our sea, vakenit very shallow and it spreads a noxious atmos-
phere and death over the plain, it will be a sexghange for life eternal. Oh, to have a churcli o
with the deep godliness of men who know the Lorthair very hearts and will seek to follow the Lamb
wherever He goes! | look with great delight, altbuvith much sorrow, upon our Society’s church
building in the Congo. When we think of the manynmého have died there, it has indeed been true al-
ready that “great stones, costly stones and hewsets’ have been laid for a foundation. If God will
enable His church to make such sacrifices, He miabasild a fair palace for His glory. When the ajre
demands of a work call for unusual consecrationwardown donors drop large sums into the treasury
of the church, then there is hope of a grand ugjdip. When Christian men, for the truth of Godikes
can part with friends, lose popularity and invotilemselves in loss, then are “great stones, cegihes
and hewed stones” being built into the foundatibthe temple of the Lord.

This morning a large number of friends are presémb have been attending the Sunday school
Convention. | welcome them heartily and | wish tont my subject towards them, by saying—Dear
friends, in the building up of character in othesg must mind that we do the foundation work well.
Sunday school teachers are those who do the faondabrk, for they begin first with young hearts,
while they are tender and susceptible. It is a nmopbrtant thing that we have our children and ypun
people well instructed in the divine truth of Gaddasoundly converted. If we tone down the gospel
which we teach, under the notion of making it msuéable to children, we shall greatly err—we may
make it more childish but we shall not make it miréor children—nor a more effective instrument f
their salvation. The same gospel which is preachatlis great Tabernacle to this crowd is preached
downstairs in our Sunday school to the young. Anddhought it were not so, | should despair ofisge
any conversions. The lads and lasses want jussahmee truths of God as the adults; only it should be
stated in simpler language, with more of parabkkifinstration. Fundamental truths of God are asimu
connected with the salvation of a child as with $hés/ation of a full-grown man. Christ receives légju
but He also suffers little children to come to Hipbet us always take good heed that our Sunday $choo
teaching is as solidly truthful as our instructafrthe church.

But be it never forgotten that the major part afcte@ng will lie in example! And, therefore, thedlif
of the teacher must be of the very best. It is veofull how children copy the conduct of a beloved
teacher—for good or for evil—the force of exampiesiothe imitative faculty of youth is very great.
When their hearts are tender they are molded fat &l good things as much by what they see in our
character as by what they hear from our lips. Mdgtou have seen in the British Museum the Egyptian
brick which bears the mark of a dog’s foot uponAten it was as yet soft mud, a dog, who was wan-
dering through the brickfield, set his signaturemit and there it stands—Dog of Nile—his mark. Any
casual word or foolish act may make a mark on &'shcharacter as indelible as the dog’s signature.
This may be done when we are not intending it. Hhauch more when with our heart’s intent we write
upon a loving mind! An unhallowed remark, or aradlvised act, may start a soul upon the line of de-
struction. As the Japanese copyist was very catefuhitate the crack in the plate, and the flaviha
design, so shall we find young people peculiarly tapfollow our faults and infirmities! Oh, for hpl
teachers and preachers! Let us be such that wedarayto bid our disciples mark us and have usxer e
amples.

How surely are the impressions of our early dayaimed when later learning is forgotten! How
easily may you who work upon the precious mataia young mind leave on it an undying record! |
remember a man of God, who has now gone to hisrcewdno was the means of producing, under God,
a library of useful lives. | do not mean books appr but books in boots. Many young men were decid-
ed for the Lord by his means and became preacteatshers, deacons and other workers. And no one
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would wonder that it was so, if he knew the man wrilamed them. He was ready for every good word
and work. But he gave special attention to his@iass, in which he set forth the gospel withrrieas
and zeal. Whenever any of his young men left theaty town in which he lived, he would be sure to
have a parting interview. There was a wide-sprepadak down in the fields. And there he was likely t
keep an early morning appointment with John, orriiaés, or William—and that appointment very much
consisted of earnest pleadings with the Lord, ith@oing up to the great city the young man might b
kept from sin and made useful. Under that tree re¢wkecided for the Savior. It was an impressivie ac
and left its influence, for many men came, aftenyngears, to see the spot made sacred by theh-teac
er's prayers. We ought to be ingenious in our methend spare no pains to influence young people for
their good. “Great stones, costly stones, and hest@tes” may be fitly used in such building as.tHis
the Lord, by our means, prepares but one soultésnal bliss, we shall not have lived in vain.

But, beloved friends, one of the most importanhgisi about dealing with children is that we teach
them what we havevell prepared. Their mental food must be carefully cooked. Iéewa teacher goes to
the class without preparing the lesson, the tegcisisure to be very poor work. Nobody sees younwhe
you are preparing your lesson—nobody commends goydur diligent research. It is the public ad-
dress which is noted. But the secret study istthathich the commendation really belongs. If this p
vate preparation is neglected, it is a very seriomsssion. Indeed, bad work in places which are not
looked at is a wretched order of things. Some tage it fell to me, as executor, to arrange forgake
of the goods and effects in a house most eleganthyshed. Certain fine pictures were to go to Styri
and Manson’s. The drawing room was expensively rastbrand the wall decorations were elaborate
with a pattern in which gold stars were somewhantiiul. When the paintings were taken down, | was
not a little surprised to see that behind themwila#f was bare of ornament, so that at no time could
those pictures have been shifted without showing tiee decoration had been stinted. The owner was
rich. Yet his tradesman must have practiced sucbhong economy of a little gilding. | am afraidwie
were to take down the pictures in some Sunday $¢bkaohers and Christian ministers, there would be
seen ugly patches of neglect. It should not bébegthren, in the work of the Lord. mtust not be so!
Our power under God will lie very much in the heasss of our private work.

Years ago, when | was suffering from gouty rheusmatia gentleman sought an interview—he was
confident that he could cure me almost immediatdly.was a marvelously positive quack, and before
long he had informed me that he had in his exchupilwssession a most astounding medicine. | do not
know whether a smell of it would not have curedtad ills of humanity. No, he could not even hint
what the medicine was. And | did not press the fpdam | could not expect to be favored with thddyo
en secret. But | was indulged with some insight ithie preparation of the miraculous drug. The @rofe
sor said, “These pills are infallible in their effebecause they are so powerful. Their power doese
in the mere ingredients, which are extremely simpig their efficacy is the result of the carefudpa-
ration of the material by myself.” Being a very hiep man and full of vigor, the professor professed
work up these pills in such a way that he transfémo them the electric or biological energies isf h
own personality! And thus he infused health inte ick. | have never taken the aforesaid pills. But
have used their author’s assertion as a lessalieMe that if preachers and teachers work into the-
sons the life of their souls and the whole powetheir minds, their teaching will be far more etiesd
for good than if they merely repeat good things patno heart into them. See to it that your haad
soul is worked into your teaching. Next time we siedying the Scripture lessons, let us think to ou
selves, “This is foundation work. No one will kndvow | have worked at it. But the Lord, whom |
serve, will take note of all that | do, and He vii# pleased with conscientious foundation work §tBf
ers and sisters, we must put “good stones, cogihes, and hewed stones” into the unseen partrof ou
edifice, that, as a whole, our work may be meetHerthrice-holy Lord.

[Il. My time fails me. But under my third head | mustefally, though briefly, set forth the reasons
why this should be done. IT IS A WISE METHOD.

First, because it is suitable for God; you buildiytemple for God and not for men—you should,
therefore, make that part of the building good Wwhigll be seen by Him. And as He sees it all, itstnu
be all of the best. The Lord sees the foundatishgs much as He does the topstone—all thingsaare n
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ked and open to the eyes of Him with whom we havda. Even heathens recognized this. A Grecian
sculptor had to prepare an image of a god for dnibeotemples. He was working away with all his
might at the back of the head and at the hindeangats of the figure. One said to him, “Your work is
needless, for that part of the figure is to bethato the wall.” “But,” said the sculptor, “the ds can
see in the wall. This is for the gods, and notf@n.” Let us catch the spirit of the heathen aaist do
work for God in a manner fit for the Omniscientidtmeet that the foundation which is invisible glio

be perfect, if we expect the Invisible God to a¢eedor otherwise, if we spend our strength onaivis
seen bymen, it will be pretty evident that we, after all, am@rking for the praise of man, and not for the
glory of God.

Next, look well to the foundation that is out ofisi, for your own sake. No builder can afford to be
negligent over the unseen part of a building. Eevduld involve a serious injury to his characfEhne
very act of skimping is mean and degrading and fevaeman’s tone. | do not care who he is, if he ha-
bitually trifles over that which is not seen, thabht will defile his sincerity in other respectsdalead
him to practical hypocrisy in religious concernselbare idea that we need not do our best if waatre
seen is debasing to the soul. Today many aim aigdihings cheaply, getting through work as fast as
possible and making a great show for the moneyuketvoid this popular form of lying! Let us do eve
ry part of our work as becomes men who are eleGaxf, redeemed by precious blood and called into
fellowship with Christ by the Holy Spirit. What & sham might pass acceptable with other men, yet it
must not be adopted by those who are of the hebwenrace and have a quickened conscience within
their bosom. “Why,” says one, “nobody would respemi any the less if you did such work slightingly,
for everybody else would do so.” Listet-should respect myself less if | skimped my worid &set a
great value upon my own respect of myself. Whainibther esteems me? | am still wretched if | know
that he is mistaken and | have not the approbationy own conscience. A conscience void of offense,
both towards God and towards men, is of more witvdh the applause of nations.

Further, lay the foundation well and look to thattpwhich is out of sight, because in this way you
will secure the superstructure. There was a b fdw in the foundation but nobody saw it—the Her
covered it up very quickly and ran up the wholeasn as quickly as possible. The walls were buitt a
built well. It seemed clear that the fault downdvelwas of no consequence whatever. And as it had a
little cheapened the underground construction, ivast so much the better? How long was this the
case? Well, the next year nothing happened—a lotiger passed away and then an ugly crack came
down the wall. Had there been an earthquake? Mog tlhas no earthquake. Perhaps a cyclone had beat-
en upon the work? No, there was no cyclone—thelveeatas the same as usual. What was the cause of
that gaping space which marred the beauty of thidibg and threatened to bring it down? It was that
blunder long ago—that underground neglect produbedterrible mischief above—which to correct
would involve a great expense and perhaps renderciéssary to take the whole building down. That
which was out of sight did not always remain outohd. It only needed time to produce a dangerous
settlement. If certain men of our acquaintance leeh soundly converted at the first, backslidind an
apostasy would not have followed, to our shamegref. If certain preachers had done their work in
the church of God better in years now past, thasedepartures from the truth of God, which now vex
the saints, would not have occurred. If today yowndt teach your children the gospel fully and diga
the evil may not be seen in your present classeppssibly even in thigeneration—but children’s
children will bear the impression of the slight Walone at this hour. Years may be needed for the de
velopment of the full result of a false doctrine.

Besides dear friends, to lay a good foundation @ler8on’s part, was the way to save himself from
future fears. Buildings which have to hold a crogmbure seasons of test and trial. Years ago, | was
preaching in a building which was exceedingly cred@nd, to my apprehension, there was a continu-
ous tremor. | grew so anxious that | said to anftievho understood such matters, “Go downstairs and
see whether this building is really safe, for g®s hardly able to bear the weight of this crowdtien
he returned he looked anxious but gave me no an3werservice ended quietly and then he said, “I am
so glad that everything has gone off safely. | dothink you should ever preach here again, fos &
very frail affair. But | thought that if | frightezd you there would be more risk in a panic thaletiting
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the service go on.” Solomon had built with “gretines, costly stones, and hewed stones.” And there-
fore, when the vast multitudes came together ardn@demple, it never occurred to him to fear that
great weight of people might cause a subsidendieeofoundation. Oh, no! He stood there and praged t
God with collected mind, altogether undisturbedaby apprehension of possible disaster. He thati$uil
well for eternity will escape a thousand fears. Btswand fears are often born of a knowledge thaeso
thing has been left undone, or has been done paorlge process of building upon Christ. Beloved
members of this church, you that are often sulipedbubts and fears, do you not think that thesghini
be cured by a more real faith and truer dealingh Wiod? Are you lax as to your private study of the
word, or negligent in your secret prayers? If sdp Inot wonder that you have doubts. Here is aestgg
tion as to the way of curing and preventing thenak®lyour religiorsolid work—have no more of it in
appearance than you have in reality. Get downedadbkk every time. Do nothing with careless superfi
ciality. If you pray, plead with your whole healt.you hear the Word, put your very soul into ietL
your Motto be, “Sure work for eternity!” Speciallgok well to the underground and unseen parts of
Godliness and so shall your comfort be constanj@yfdl.

Beloved, lastly, do look well to the foundation aodhe secret parts of your dealings with God, be-
cause there is a fire coming which will try allrigs. “Every man’s work shall be made manifest:tifier
day shall declare it, because it shall be revelajefire. And the fire shall try every man’s work what
sort it is.” No matter where we build, or how walbduthe fire will come upon all the works of marhe
wood, hay and stubble builders cry, “Do not brimy &ire here! The proposal is horrible!” But in wai
do they protest, for God has determined that tigesthall be. Now, even should you build the upmer a
visible part of your life with stone, it will notvail if the under portion is of hay. The fire widking it all
down. What a blaze! What a blaze! Stand far off aed the smoke go up like that of Sodom and Go-
morrah. What is left? Only a handful of black agheghis the whole remaining result of an entife?

Is this the substance of a life of notoriety andlmity and honor? How terrible! Yet if the founda

part of your life is of consumable material thatshbe the bitter end. God be thanked, the man that
builds on the rock, Christ Jesus, and builds on Hlatd, silver and precious stones, has no cautsato
the last conflagration. Today he weeps, becaudabduilt so little. “O Lord,” says he, “I wish buald
have done a thousand times as much for You!” Bugr @he fire has gone through it, and what is built
remains, how thankful he will be! See how it shiaesd the fire! The flames give it a glow and bgi
never seen before. The rust and the tarnish are got the whole fabric shines like the pure golittvh

it really is. Its precious stones are even morbidot than before, and in nothing has the struetsuf-
fered loss. The Lord be praised!

A life well-grounded in Christ Jesus, made sourrdufhout by the power of the Spirit, will bear to
be inspected of God, and even to be inspecteddegrhious eyes of men, who would gladly find fault
with it. And at last it will bear the trial of thitudgment Day, and will be found to the praise dondygf
God forever and ever. Therefore, see to it that lgguthe foundation of all your religion with “grea
stones, costly stones, and hewed stones,” thatnsayi last forever.

To those of you who are not converted, let thigheefinal word of my sermon—build on God’s
foundation, build on Christ—the sacrifice appointédhe Lord for the putting away of sin. And see t
it that with sincere repentance, childlike faithdagospel holiness you build thereon “great stooest-
ly stones, and hewed stones,” which shall lie fyroh the One Foundation and never be removed, world
without end. Amen.

Adapted fronmiThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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