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“For unto us was the gospel preached, as well asauthem: but the word preached
did not profit them, not being mixed with faith ithem that heard it.”
Hebrews 4:2.

THE people that came out of Egypt were an intangstbompany, if we think of what God had done
on their behalf and of what he proposed to dotient. They had been lifted up from a state of slaver
into one of freedom and they were on their way twoantry where they were to be settled, each one
upon his own portion of land, therein to becomeegis and kings unto Jehovah. What an unhappy
circumstance that the high ideal set before theseaer realized by any of them save two lone men—
Joshua and Caleb! You hear them singing at theJ®adl in exultant joy, and they are on their way to
Canaan, the land that flows with milk and honey—dl@re their songs and high are their hopes. But
mark those lines of graves—those innumerable hi#oehich were formed wherever the camp was
pitched in the desert! That is the end of the gatear which came out of Egypt—-“Their carcasses fell
in the wilderness.” Instead of reaching Canaansattiing, every man under his own vine and fig,tree
they lie in dishonored graves outside of the lahgromise. Ah me, so lofty a destiny before therd an
so sad a missing of it. Let us not follow in thiearcks. We are far too much inclined to do so. Theye
men and we are no better than they by nature.

Oh, for divine grace to walk after a higher ruledtla holy dread seize upon us at this time, such as
that which Paul expresses in the following words-et‘us therefore fear, lest a promise being lefdfus
entering into His rest, any of you should seemdme short of it.” Let us not find a tomb when we
might gain a throne. Let us not go down into thevphen before us lies the way to heaven and
multitudes are beckoning us there. May great gleceiven that we may win where a whole nation
failed! It will be divine grace, indeed, if Gensleshall excel the seed of Abraham. May heavenlygpow
create within our bosoms a holy caution, lest by ameans we come short of the grace of God! Let
rebellious Israel be our beacon; from the gravetheif lusting let us hear a voice of warning, lest
also tempt the Lord and constrain Him to shut usobtdis rest.

First, | shall invite you to consider Israel’s hegrof the gospel—*Unto us was the gospel preached
as well as unto them.” They heard good news fronsédpwhich was, at any rate, a gospel. But to me it
seems that they also heard the gospel which we Beaondly, let us notice Israel’s failure to ptrofi
thereby—"“The word preached did not profit them.’eytheard but heard in vain. Thirdly, let us put our
finger upon the fatal cause of failure, so plaimigicated here by the words, “not being mixed Viitith
in them that heard it.” The hearing was alone aitomt the mixture ofaith. It answered no practical
purpose. May the Spirit of God prepare our heaststhis meditation, and may we so consider the
lamentable failure of Israel that we may not féléathe same example of unbelief!

|. First, then, let us think of ISRAEL’'S HEARING OF BHGOSPEL. Whether you take it as our
translators have put it in the Authorized Versitidnto us was the gospel preached as well as unto
them,” or accept the Revised rendering, “Indeed haee had good tidings preached unto us, even as
also they,” it comes to much the same meaningh®message of Moses, and the reports of the diithf
spies were both typical of the gospel which wasight to us by our Lord and His apostles. Our gospel
is clearer than theirs; yet they also had the dospall the essential truths of it, and had theityf
believed it, it would have been a saving gosp¢hém.
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We shall notice, first, that the good news broughisrael was a gospel of rest for slaves, a premis
of deliverance for men who cried by reason of dmmedage. This was a fit emblem of that news which
comes to us in the gospel of Jesus Christ. Listethé words of Moses in the sixth of Exodus—
“Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, | ane ttord, and | will bring you out from under the
burdens of the Egyptians, and | will rid you outtloéir bondage, and | will redeem you with a stiett
out arm, and with great judgments. And | will taka to Me for a people, and | will be to you a God.
And you shall know that | am the Lord your God, @fhbrings you out from under the burdens of the
Egyptians. And | will bring you in unto the landyrerning which | did swear to give it to Abraham,
Isaac and to Jacob. And | will give it you for aaritage. | am the Lord.” This was exceedingly glad
news to the bond slaves in Egypt. These men wedert@labor to exhaustion. They had to work in
making bricks, and as you well remember, they vder@ed the straw so necessary to their manufacture.
And yet the count of their bricks was not diminidh&hey had no rest from toil by day or night. Ahd
they did not supply the full number of bricks, thegre cruelly beaten by their taskmasters. Trugy th
tribes of Israel were in a very evil case; theyagred by reason of their bitter bondage, and trahwe
was a wonderful gospel to them—*I will bring youtdtom under the burdens of the Egyptians.”

This is the kind of gospel which is preached teaggy. Does not Jesus say, “Come unto Me, all you
that labor and are heavy laden, and | will give yest. Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me, and
you shall find rest unto your souls™? Spiritualtres even more precious than bodily rest. The great
promise of the gospel is rest from the burden ok,gine pressure of fear, the bondage of hab#, th
slavery of sin, the scourging of conscience anddiiead of wrath to come. Jesus promises rest ér th
heart, the intellect, the desires, the fears, theh, and the conscience of the man. There isqedst
to be had, rest from all the burdens which the |dAlaraoh of hell has heaped upon you. It is ydurs
you will but have it. What a happy people we oughlbe to have Christ among us as Himself the rest o
our souls! We ought to leap toward this blessinthwmtensity of spirit and say, “Lord, allow me to
enter at once into Your rest! Deliver me from thevary of sin, and | will serve You all my days it
gladness and delight. Lay what burden of holy serviou shall please upon me, only ease me of my
guilt, and deliver me from the wrath which lies ¢haipon me.” The gospel of rest is preached to you,
my hearers, even as it was preached to Israel yptEblave you understood it? Have you received it i
your hearts? Have you so mixed faith with the giad/s that you have accepted it and made it true in
your own proper persons? Can you sing—

“My heart is resting, O my God,
I will give thanks and sing.

My heart is at the secret source
Of every precious thing"?

Note next, that the good tidings to Israel was spgbof redemption in order to their entering into
the promised rest. They were slaves to Pharaoh—dwid they become dwellers in Canaan? They
might truthfully say, “We cannot break our bond§tie power of Egypt would hold Israel as with an
iron hand. But with a high hand and an outstretcdmed, Jehovah, their God, determined to bring them
out; and bring them out He did! Connected with thaiver of arm there was the price of sacrifice, for
they were redeemed typically by the blood of thesBaer Lamb. That blood, sprinkled on the linted an
on the two side posts, preserved their houses wierdestroying angel passed through the land of
Egypt with his death sword. They stood about tfeinily tables and feasted joyfully while there was
wailing in every house of Egypt—from Pharaoh’s paldown to the lowly chamber of his maidservant.
This day | also preach to you rest through thendivomnipotence of the Holy Spirit and through the
sprinkling of the precious blood of the Lamb of Gdd full atonement has been made, a sufficient
ransom has been presented—Dby this are men set free.

Christ Jesus is the Lamb of God which takes awaysth of the world. He died in the believer's
place that he might rest lawfully and have no f#aoeing brought under bondage through the demands
of justice. By the death of our Lord Jesus Chii& law has been magnified and the requirements of
divine justice have been met. God is, in Christideszconciling the world unto Himself. Blessed e
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lips that tell you this good news! | never feelr@ppy as when | am talking of redemption through th
blood of the Lamb. | gladly proclaim perfect reddiop, efficacious redemption—I joy to testify that
every believer is justly set free and comes righsgofrom under the curse of God, since “He hasenad
Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin. That we niigh made the righteousness of God in Him.”
Beloved, the gospel preached to Israel is the dospieh is preached to us—only we have it more
plainly, and see it in substance rather than inlgiva You have heard the word of reconciliation god
know its meaning. Have you rested in it? Have yome to Jesus? Have His wounds become your
resting place? Is His blood your covering? Are gbealtered beneath the crimson canopy of His fimishe
sacrifice? That is the point, and in this respecité us was the gospel preached as well as umo.’the

Furthermore, it was a gospel of separation. Whenrgad the words of the Lord to His chosen ones,
you are compelled to see that He means them to fimople set apart for His own purposes. He no
sooner began with them than the first summons w&haraoh, “Let My people go, that they may serve
Me.” Israel was in Egypt—but Israel was not a driEgypt. No Israelite could become an Egyptian. As
a distinct people they came into the land of Handl @s a distinct people they went out of the |arwh
much was Israel defiled by the customs of thatherahation—it was not absorbed in Egypt, nor did it
cease to be a peculiar race. The Lord has of gdraged to Himself, in His eternal purposes, a [geop
who are His, and His they shall still be, eventtitit day in which He shall make up His jewels. Sehe
chosen ones He gave to His Son, and Jesus claergiftiwhen He speaks of, “as many as You have
given Me.” These belong to the Lord Jesus in aigpa@y; these have a destiny before them, even in
this world, of separation from the rest of mankifat, Jesus says, “they are not of the world, eveh a
am not of the world.” “Lo, the people shall dwelbae and shall not be reckoned among the nations.”
“You are a peculiar people.” We are the Lord’s mort the lot of His inheritance. It is by meanstuk
separation that we find rest. There is no resuim Egypt, for it is polluted. Our rest lies wlaesod
has prepared it and He cries, “Arise you, and depar this is not your rest.” Here we have no aigd
city. Here we are “strangers and foreigners, asullfathers were.” So even here the church isndist
from the world and cannot be made one with it. €rnal choice has made a difference. And by a
heavenly calling and a divine life working in usg are set apart unto the Lord Himself.

The eternal decree of separation is fulfilled inaatual separation in the thoughts and habits and
ways and lives of the chosen. We are not now wleatwere, nor what others are, for John says, “You
are of God, little children, and the whole worlddiin the wicked one.” This is the gospel of sej@ma
which leads on to rest. Until separated there igasd for us. Thus is it written, “Come you outrfro
among them and be you separate. And | will be &dfatinto you and you shall be My sons and
daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” Thus you sex tlurs is a gospel of rest, a gospel of sacrdiue a
gospel of separation from the rest of mankind. Heaith more earnest heed than Israel gave to it—
“For unto us is the gospel preached, as well as tiltm.” Dear hearers, do you know what this
separation means? Have you been called out? Havejyd your former haunts and ways? Do you
cleave unto the Lord with purpose of heart thoutiters turn aside? Do you follow the footsteps ef th
Crucified? Judge yourselves, that you be not judged

Still further, the gospel preached to the Israsliteld them of a glorious heritage which was
provided for them. It was described as, “a land fleavs with milk and honey’—a land of wheat and
barley and figs and olive oil, a land which was magated by labor but was watered by the rain of
heaven. A land of rivers, a land which the Lordutjiat upon, a land out of whose heart they might dig
brass and iron. It was the fairest of all countraas epitome of the whole world. And it was to beits
as a freehold forever! Each tribe was to have adign, each family its lot. This was good news to
them, and all the more so because within the oatveaud temporal good news there waspiaitual
gospel. Even so are you told that there is a ly@jtaven a heavenly one, to which God brings His
believing people and of which He gives them an estreven now, in the possession of His Holy Spirit.
This heritage is, in a measure, ours even in tfes But into the fullness of its delight we shatliter
when the Lord shall come and receive us unto Hiim8alloved, our hearts ought to burn within us
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when we think of the good things of the covendr#,fat things full of marrow and the wines on thed
well-refined.

On these Sabbath days, especially, we should loadnjoy a foretaste of that heavenly feast to
which there will be no end. We enter into the mstady in a measure—we shall come into the fulines
of it very soon. The snows upon the heads of mdrypo prophesy that the year of your wilderness lif
is drawing to a close and the endless years of glmuy life are hastening on. O my hearers, youehav
all heard this gospel of glory—have you all accdpt® Are you anticipating the world to come,
whereof this gospel speaks? Have you already ehtete the life eternal? Is there within you a wal
water springing up unto everlasting life? If souyare thrice happy. But whether or not, to you thés
gospel been preached, even as unto Israel of blely ad also preached to them the gospel of aalivin
calling. For they were informed that they were twoénter into this land to be idlers in it, butyheere
to be a nation of priests. In that holy land thegrevto be a holy people. There would they present
sacrifices to God, while others worshipped Baal Asttaroth. There would the sacred oracle speak to
them, while the rest of the world followed lyingnitees. There would the glory of the Lord shine otit
the midst of His temple and Israel would rejoiceha light thereof. They were to preserve the larhp
truth until the day should come when it would shameall mankind. Truly, the Israelites who came out
of Egypt had a splendid heritage before them iy theuld but have believed God, and so have grasped
it. To them it would have been true—"strangers Isk@nd and feed your flocks, and the sons of the
alien shall be your plowmen and your vinedresdgus.you shall be named the priests of the Lord: men
shall call you the ministers of our God.” Happy pled

This, even this, is the gospel that is preached ymi! We are called to believe in Jesus, and then, in
Him, to become priests and kings unto our God, iandis holy service to spend our happy days. God
grant that we may receive this gospel indeed araltaith! Count not yourselves unworthy of thisthig
honor. Put it not from you, lest the Lord shouldeswin His wrath, “They shall not enter into Mytrés

Once more—they had a gospel which promised themtbebbtain all this. It is a poor gospel which
sets heaven before us but does not help us to @&nt€o these Israelites, journeying mercies and
conquering aids were promised. The Lord said to{léwill send My fear before you and will destroy
all the people to whom you shall come and | willkeall your enemies turn their backs unto you. And
will send hornets before you, which shall drive the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite fronfiobe
you.” The like help for the attainment of heaveblgssedness is provided in the gospel which we
preach. All helps for the winning of the fadelesswn are waiting for them that believe. “The Spirit
helps our infirmities.” The Lord “will subdue ouniquities.” “God shall bruise Satan under your feet
shortly.” “Thanks be unto God, who gives us theang through our Lord Jesus Christ.” When we are
weak then are we strong; we can do all things tjindDhrist that strengthens us. This gospel is jexhc
to us.

The Lord, all-sufficient, will be the help of Hiepple. He says, “My grace is sufficient for you.”
Therefore | may gladly sing, “The Lord is my stréngnd my song, He also has become my salvation.”
We are encouraged to go forward and take possesktbe promises, for the Lord has said, “Certainly
will be with you.” My dear hearer, do you embratéstgospel? Do you find in it strength for the
journey of life? See to it that you miss not thessing.

Enough of this! You will find it an interesting enxcése to observe in how many ways the gospel
preached to Israel runs parallel with the gospe&gpined to us. The true gospel is no new gospeb—it i
that old wine which is better than the new with itdl fermentation and froth—it is the gospel of the
Eternal God, which changes not.

II. But now, secondly, | have the painful businessettirsg briefly before you ISRAEL’S FAILURE
TO PROFIT BY THE GOSPEL WHICH THEY HEARD. Thoughethheard it from many, they clung
to Egypt. One would think they would have abhortteslland of the iron furnace and the brick kilnt bu
no! At the beginning they said, “Let us alone, thatmay serve the Egyptians.” The signs and wonders
that God worked in the field of Zoan were almostragch needed to separate Israel from Egypt as to
loosen the cruel grasp of Pharaoh. The nation batbng been quit of the land before they criedtout
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Moses, “Why have you dealt thus with us, to casyfarth out of Egypt? It had been better for us to
serve the Egyptians than that we should die imilgerness.” Again and again they sighed for thekée
and the garlic, and the onions of Egypt, whiningtfee coarse food of their bondage, and despisiag t
bread from heaven. They talked as if the Lord hadedthem a great injury by setting them free from
their taskmasters. Ah me, the gospel which theychdal not profit them, for in their hearts theylst
tarried in the house of bondage. Worse still, theyvoked the Lord. By their murmurings, but chiefly
by their idolatry, they vexed His Holy Spirit. Couyou have believed it? After all the gods of Egypt
had been smitten in detail by the plagues of Jdhoyet the people remembered the idol god, thefox o
Egypt, and they set up for their own worship winat Lord derisively called a “calf.” They said, “Tdee

be your gods, O Israel.” Yes, the chosen peoplédebbvah ate and drank in honor of the image of a
bullock which has horns and hoofs, and afterwahgy trose up to play the lascivious games which
attended such idolatrous worship. They thus maeskelves naked to their shame, and the anger of the
Lord was kindled against them. Truly the word phesthad not profited them.

Moreover, they were always mistrustful. They conéd endure a little thirst without fear that they
would die of it. Whatever trial happened to theraythvere frightened and began to complain and were
ready to rebel. The days of their provoking Godemeiany. Their lusting after the flesh greatly geev
the Lord—when He had prepared them the best of diet “men did eat angels’ food,” they declared
that the soul abhorred this light bread. When thay flesh they ate till they were sick of it. Thegre
ever full of distrust and carnality. A stiff-neckgéneration they were; they went so far as to degpbie
Promised Land—they said, “It is a land that eatshgpinhabitants thereof.” They would gladly go lbac
to Egypt rather than advance upon a scene of seeh danger. They dared to speak as if death iptEgy
had been preferable to the wilderness, for theyldvoaver be able to conquer the land. Ten of thessp
whom they sent to spy out the land flattered themor and defamed the country; they could not deny
that it flowed with milk and honey, for the fruitgere before them, and the clusters of Eshcol were
convincing evidence of its fertility; but they satdate up its inhabitants, implying that it wasl@adly
place to dwell in. Thus they set at nothing heasénghest gift.

When the time came when they might have advancathsigthe foe, they were afraid to go up.
When for this the Lord withdrew from them, then ytheesolved that they would go up and in
consequence they were smitten by the Canaanitey. fEared lest the giants would destroy them—they
felt like grasshoppers in their sight. They dared Imope to win the country—they turned back in the
day of battle. The end of it was they died in thé&l@rness. Ah me, the whole generation died in the
wilderness—these very men that stood by the RedaSdasaid, “I will sing unto the Lord, for He has
triumphed gloriously. You shall bring them in anmd them in the mountain of Your inheritance.”
They sang, “Sorrow shall take hold on the inhaligarf Palestine. All the inhabitants of Canaan Ishal
melt away.” But, on the borders of the land, threyntbled, turned back into the wilderness, and died!
them the inspiring gospel of the promised rest altyether unprofitable.

O my hearers, fear and tremble lest it be the saitteyou! Let me go over this story once more
with a personal application. Do you still clinggm? Do you still love it? Would you be willing go to
heaven but are you unwilling to part with sin?He flavor of the onion of sinful pleasure still agant
to your palate? Are you provoking the Lord to jeslyp? Are you setting up idols? Are you loving self,
and sin, and error, and the world? Do you disttlustLord? Am | speaking to any gospel hearers who
are still doubters, still refusing to believe thkgsus Christ can save? Are any still refusing tsttr
yourselves with Him who died upon the cross? Kad that it should be so. Do you despise the goodly
land? Do you say in your heart, “Heaven and heavibihgs are too visionary for me; | have too much
to do to earn my daily bread”? Are you sighing aftiesh, after worldly wealth, and honor, and
pleasure? Do you loathe the manna of holy joypweghip, bliss and life in Christ? Is it so? Andydnu
fear today that you never can do what you should atml that you can never conquer your evil
propensities? Do you sit down supinely, judging rypassions to be too strong to be subdued, your
habits too firmly fixed to be changed? Are the tgao strong for you to slay them? Have you nettru
in God and in His boundless grace? If so, O sifsat your carcasses will fall in the wildernessury
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dying hour will come, and you will have no hope!elowling wilderness will be all around you in the
hour of your departure out of this life, and yodl\yass from it to a state still worse, and findttlyou
have missed glory, and honor, and immortality!

God grant it be not so. Yet | fear it will be sotlhvimany of you who abide in unbelief. A whole
nation missed the rest of God—it will not be a wend you and | miss it, who are but one or two,
unless we take earnest heed and are filled with-fdast, a promise being left us of entering ints H
rest, any of us should seem to come short of it.”

lll. So now, thirdly, | am going to put my finger uporlE FATAL CAUSE OF THIS DIREFUL
CALAMITY. Why was it the gospel that they heard didt profit them?

Assuredly it was not the fault of the gospel whibby heard! In itself it is calculated to profit al
who receive it. It promised liberty and this shobulalve made them gratefully obedient; it promised an
inheritance and added to it a high and holy callargd this should have aroused their loftiest asipm!

It promised every help to the getting of the pradislessings, and what could they have more?
Concerning the gospel which | have preached to yean truly say that if you miss blessednesss it i
not because you are straitened in the gospeleadiacouraged by the narrowness of the Lord’s grace
“What more can He say,
Than to you He has said?”
What larger provision, what greater promise can Gigd to guilty man than this—*He that believes in
Him has everlasting life”? Pardon of sin, justifica of your persons, salvation of your souls, and
everlasting bliss—what more can be set before yioilts does not touch you, what will?

In their case it was not the fault of the preackmrMoses spoke God’s word with great meekness
and gentleness. He set before them the truth ofv@tdall fidelity. With all my imperfection, | hopl
can say, also, that if you die in the wilderneasl clear of your blood, for | have warned you tocage,
and | have bid you seek, first, the kingdom of God His righteousness. Neither was it the faulh of
lack of confirming signs from God. No default ofvgie working hindered Israel’s faith. God worked
with His gospel in those days very mightily. Thelglananna and the water leaping from the rock, with
other signs and wonders, went to prove the worth@i_ord. If men do not believe the gospel of Ghris
it is not because it does not work wonders. Youehseen others converted; you have seen othera die i
perfect peace! You have seen what the Lord cammdBlis believing people, and if you believe notuyo
will die in your sins. | have heard much of “hondsubt.” But | honestly believe that much of dougt
the most dishonest thing out of perdition; takedhébat you are not hardened by the deceitfulnesisi®f
sin. It will ruin you if you indulge in it. “Belieg and live,” is the gospel. “Doubt and die,” is the
alternative. Neither was it for lack of the Holyifpthat these people made the gospel a failutheém,
for we read that the Holy Spirit spoke to them, #mely rebelled and vexed the Holy Spirit. It was th
Holy Spirit who spoke to them and said, “Todayyalu will hear His voice, harden not your hearts.”
That same Holy Spirit is still with the gospel! &ftimes He stirs your hearts, and moves you even to
tears—He makes deep impressions, and causes joandafter better things. Quench not the Spirit!
Grieve not the Spirit of God! If He leaves you, yane lost forever. And He may do so. God grant this
may not be the case!

Well, then, what was the cause? We put our fingeit @t once—"“Not being mixed witfaith in
them that heard it.” Where there is no faith in gfospel, no good consequence can possibly conte of i
If it were preached to you by angels—yes, if or@sarfrom the dead and proclaimed it to you—if you
believed it not, what could be the beneficial effeichearing it? Men, why do you hear it, if you dot
mean to believe it? If you will be damned, why amythrong this place to hear about salvation? if yo
are resolved that you will not have the promisesotd, why come and listen to His servant who has
nothing else to tell you? Are we set up to be asanattes, or dancing dolls, for you to stare atitiG
forbid that we should ever accept the calling dbexin a play. If we do not win your hearts forriSh
and so save you, we have labored in vain and spergtrength for nothing!

See the effect of absence of faith and lament lel¥ there is no faith, men remain slaves to the
present. If they did not believe in the milk anchg of Canaan, you see why they hankered for the
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cucumbers of Egypt. An onion is nothing comparablan estate beyond Jordan. Yet as they think they
cannot get the estate, they pine for the onionseMimen do not believe in eternal life, they natural
enough cry, “Give me bread and cheese; let me baf@tune here.” They keep their nose to the
grindstone, always thinking about this passing liklecause they do not heartily believe in heavehitan
glories. They are as “dumb driven cattle” that seeinto another state—this life seems real to ttvesn

the next life they suspect to be a dream. As Iathare is no faith, this world is all, and the idaio
come is nothing at all. If a man hears and hasaiib,fhe learns nothing. What would be the useoofy
listening to lectures upon science if you disbadiwhat the professor set forth? You are no pypil,

are a critic, and you cannot learn. Many profesbtarge no faith, and consequently whoever may teach
them, they will never come to knowledge of the hrof God. Israel never saw through the almost
transparent veil of the types because they did batieve; if they had believed, they would have
discovered under every symbol a world of wondrowammng, instructing them in the things of God.
Lack of faith means lack of eye and lack of pericept

The truth of God’s word did not affect the heart¢soael, as it does not affect any man’s hedrhél
has believed it. If there is a goodly heritage, bhdlieve it, then | long for it, and then | stiYor it. But
if it is to me as an idle tale, it does not affew one whit. If there is liberty for the captiveddsire it
and | cry to God to give it to me. But if | do nibelieve that escape is possible, | shall sit down i
despair. If | believe the gospel, it affects m it changes my character—it takes me down frdsefa
hope, and it lifts me up to a surer confidencelyQhht which is believed can operate upon our taiti
nature. As light is of no use if we cannot seeissiiie gospel of no service if we have no eye ihfa
The gospel plays on a man like some mighty minsipeln his harp; it touches every string of our soul
The Master sometimes stays His hand to tune eadlg,sthat it may yield the right note, and thiscen
done, what angel voices sing amid those stringsiai’s soul touched by the finger of the gospel $ove
the music of God!

If the gospel is not believed, those fingers toaulte strings, and no response is heard. A man that
has no faith in what he hears does not appropitia@ne cries, “There is gold! Let me go and gét it
Unbelief restrains him, as it whispers, “There asgold, or it is beyond reach.” He does not godbity
for he does not believe. A hungry man passes byreviteere is entertainment for needy travelers.
Believing that there is food for his hunger, heita at the door, but if unbelief mutters, “Thesaibare
table within, you might as soon break your neckbesak your fast in that place,” then the traveler
hurries on. Unbelief palsies the hand and it apmaitgs nothing. That which is not appropriated ban
of no use to you. Look at your food. How is it thtabuilds up your body? Because you take it i t
mouth and it descends into the stomach, and thaesemixed with certain fluids and is digested, and
ultimately is taken up into the system, and becoméfe-sustaining force. Being properly mixedjsit
taken up and assimilated. And so it is with theviealy truth of God—if it is taken into the heartdan
then mixed withaith, it is digested and becomes food to every pamefspiritual nature. Without faith
the gospel passes through the soul undigestedatimel feeds disease than promotes life. O my hearer
what a dreadful lack is the lack of faith!

Lastly, these people could not enter in becausglihd no faith. They could go to the border of the
land but they must die even there. They could dkant spies into the country, but they could nat se
the fertile valleys themselves. Without faith treuld not enter Canaan. Shall it be so with ud, ftha
lack of faith, we shall hear the gospel, know sdnmgt about its power, and yet miss its glories and
never enter into possession of the life eternatviti reveals? Here is the point—“They could ndieen
in because of unbelief.”

With two practical points I will conclude. One llid—see the great value lodaring the gospel. Do
hear it as often as you can. Do not get into thggkh habit of those who are content with oneitsiair
meal for the whole week. Once on the Sabbath isgiméor many nowadays. Hear as often as you can.
On the weeknights come out to hear the word. | matylong be able to preach it, nor you to hear it.
Hear it often, for one of these days it may be $#dsto your soul, if it has not been so as yet. Vdha
mercy to have your hearing! Dear friends who usetidar me preach, and are now very old, come to
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me in the vestry with sad faces, and say, “I camven hear you now.” When the eyesight also begins
to fail, as it does in some cases, and thus theyeprived of reading as well as of hearing, & double
trial. You will miss the gospel if ever it comesttmat with you, as it may in old age. Be sure yi
hear and read while you can, and thus store up<Geadrd in your mind.

Also, pray our Lord to raise up more preachershefdospel—they are few enough. “Pray you the
Lord of the harvest that He will send forth labgrerto His harvest.” Pray much for those who preach
the gospel faithfully, that they may be kept troethie Bible and honest to souls. The gospel isnggett
more and more adulterated. One of these days ylbanead a microscope to find a grain of evangelical
doctrine in a dozen sermons! Indeed, the smallgtam of gospel to a sea of words is often like on
homeopathic globule in the Atlantic Ocean, thereaidittle of it. God grant that we may have thems
preserved to us, and be enabled to hear it!

But still, the great necessityfigith. Instead of speaking upon that subject, let meyloegto try and
do a little mixing at once. Don’t mix philosophytwithe gospel—by the help of God’s Spirit niiakth
with it. Before us is the glorious Word made flestthe eternal Son of God in our nature! He lives f
men. He dies to make atonement for sin. Even Heatasave you unless you now mix faith with all
those truths about Him which the Scriptures teamh Wow mix faith with what you know concerning
the Savior, and say, “Lord, | believe that You dre Son of God; | believe that You did live a petfe
life, which is our righteousness; | believe thatuYdid die a painful death which brings us pardon; |
believe that You always live to intercede; andustrmy soul in Your hands.” That is mixing faithtkwi
the gospel, and you will in this fashion richly ptdy the gospel; you will go your way a saved man

There is proclaimed in the gospel the pardon of $he Lord blots out the sins of His believing
people like a cloud. Mix faith with that doctriremd say, “Lord, | believe that You can put awaynayl
sins through Jesus Christ; You can wash away nmysom stains and scarlet spots, and make me whiter
than snow; Lord, | trust You to do this; | rely up¥ou for the forgiveness of my transgressions!” By
this act of faith you will be profited by the progei and pardon, for you are pardoned the moment you
believe in Him who is exalted on high to give rej@erce and remission of sins!

Try what you can do with eternal life itself. Sdyprd, | believe that there is a spiritual life vehi
You do breathe into believers; | believe that tinews from divine grace to glory; You give to bekes
eternal life even here—death cannot kill it, andtlsey live on and on and on, throughout eternity,
forever blessed in Christ! Lord, | believe in th@ancreation, and | appropriate it. | trust in Jefust.
This heritage is mine! By faith | take it to mysélGod will never take away what you can grasp by
faith! Accept it and the acceptance makes it yous—the Lord Himself made it yours long ago in His
eternal purpose, and therefore He has given ydlu é&i a token that He ordained heaven and penfectio
to be yours. Mix faith with every promise. Hencéifiocontinue to practice the holy art of mixing ffait
with the revelations of Scripture. Compound thenthas dispensers do! Here is a choice drug but it
needs mixing with its proper affinity. The promiseist be mixed with faith if it is to be life-givinigp
the soul. Mix it, then, with faith and be profitedmediately and eternally! Be united to the trutiGod
and it will save you! Let it come into union witloy and you will never perish! The Lord help yolbt®
joined unto His truth by faith, for Christ's sak&men.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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