Sermon #2078 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

THE BELIEVING THIEF
NO. 2078

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON LORD’S DAY MORNING, APRIL 7, 1889,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when Yame into Your kingdom. And Jesus
said unto him, Verily | say unto you, Today shalby be with Me in Paradise.”
Luke 23:42, 43.

SOME time ago | preached upon the whole story efdying thief. | do not propose to do the same
today but only to look at it from one particularimtoof view. The story of the salvation of the dyin
thief is a standing instance of the power of Chiossave, and of His abundant willingness to rexeail
that come to Him in whatever plight they may beahnot regard this act of divine grace as a sglitar
instance any more than the salvation of Zacchéestdstoration of Peter, or the call of Saul, teese-
cutor. Every conversion is, in a sense, singular-twware exactly alike and yet any one converssoa i
type of others. The case of the dying thief is mondre similar to our conversion than it is dissanilin
point of fact his case may be regarded as typathler than as an extraordinary incident. So | shsslit
at this time. May the Holy Spirit speak throughatthe encouragement of those who are ready to des-
pair!

Remember, beloved friends that our Lord Jesusestitiie He saved this malefactor was at His low-
est. His glory had been ebbing out in Gethsemadébafore Caiaphas and Herod and Pilate. But it had
now reached the utmost low water mark. StrippeHiefgarments and nailed to the cross, our Lord was
mocked by a ribald crowd and was dying in agony-rthvas He “numbered with the transgressors,”
and made as the offscouring of all things. Yet @/l that condition He achieved this marvelous deed
of divine grace. Behold the wonder worked by thei@avhen emptied of all His glory and a spectacle
of shame upon the brink of death! How certain ihat He can do great wonders of memoyw—seeing
that He has returned unto His glory and sits upentthirone of light! “He is able to save them to tite
termost that come unto God by Him, seeing He evesl|to make intercession for them.” If a dying
Savior saved the thief, my argument is that He dareven more, now that He lives and reigns. All
power is given unto Him in heaven and in earth—aaything at this present time surpass the power of
His grace?

It is not only the weakness of our Lord which mattessalvation of the penitent thief memorable. It
is the fact that the dying malefactor saw it befoievery eyes. Can you put yourself into his pland
suppose yourself to be looking upon one who hangggony upon a cross? Could you readily believe
Him to be the Lord of Glory who would soon comeHis kingdom? That was no mean faith which, at
such a moment, could believe in Jesus as Lord amgl K the apostle Paul were here and wanted tb ad
a New Testament chapter to the eleventh of Hebreasyight certainly commence his instances of re-
markable faith with this thief. He believed in aicified, derided, and dying Christ and cried to Him
to one whose kingdom would surely come. The thiifith was the more remarkable because he was,
himself, in great pain and bound to die. It is easy to exercise confidence when you are tortuidd w
deadly anguish. Our own rest of mind has at timesnlgreatly hindered by pain of body. When we are
the subjects of acute suffering it is not easyxbilat that faith which we fancy we possess at othe
times. This man, suffering as he did, and seeiegSwvior in so sad a state, nevertheless belientd u
life eternal. Herein was such faith as is seldoenke

Remember also, that he was surrounded by scoftasseasy to swim with the current and hard to
go against the stream. This man heard the priestiseir pride, ridicule the Lord. The great multie of
the common people consented and joined in the s@preven his comrade caught the spirit of the
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hour and also mocked Jesus. And perhaps he dishthe for a while. But through the grace of God he
was changed and believed in the Lord Jesus iretita of all the scorn. His faith was not affectgchls
surroundings, but he, dying thief as he was, pnodd his confidence. Like a jutting rock standing o

in the midst of a torrent, he declared the innoeewicthe Christ whom others blasphemed. His fath i
worthy of our imitation in its fruits. He had no mber that was free except his tongue, and he séd t
member wisely to rebuke his brother malefactor—def&ndhis Lord. His faith brought forth a brave
testimony and a bold confession.

| am not going to praise the thief or his faith—ah @oing to extol the glory of that divine grace
which gave the thief such faith and then freelyesbliim by its means. | am anxious to show how glori
ous is the Savior—that Savior to the uttermost, whsuch a time could save such a man and give him
so great a faith and so perfectly and speedilygreepim for eternal bliss. Behold the power of ttiat
vine Spirit who could produce such faith on soilusdikely and in a climate so unfavorable. Let ngee
at once into the center of our sermon. Note finstman who was our Lord’s last companion on earth.
Note secondly that this same man was our Lord& fiompanion at the gate of Paradise. And then,
thirdly, let us note the sermon which our Lord piess to us from this act of divine grace. Oh, for a
blessing from the Holy Spirit throughout the sermon

|. Carefully NOTE THAT THE CRUCIFIED THIEF WAS OUR LARS LAST COMPANION
ON EARTH. What sorry company our Lord selected whienwas here. He did not consort with the re-
ligious Pharisees or the philosophic Sadducees—#&tekmown as “the friend of publicans and sinners.”
How I rejoice at this! It gives me assurance thatviill not refuse to associate with me. When thedLo
Jesus made a friend of me He certainly did not naakboice which brought Him credit. Do you think
He gained any honor when He made a friend of yoa® it ever gained anything by befriending us?

No, my brethren, if Jesus had not stooped veryHawvould not have come to me. And if He did
not seek the most unworthy He might not have cam@ut. You feel it so and you are thankful that He
came “not to call the righteous, but sinners, fergance.” As the great Physician, our Lord washmuc
with the sick—He went where there was room for Harexercise His healing art. The whole have no
need of a Physician—they cannot appreciate Him—tharkfore He did not frequent their abodes. But
after all, our Lord did make a good choice whensideed you and me. For in us He has found abundant
room for His mercy and grace. There has been plant{bow room for His love to work within the aw-
ful emptiness of our necessities and sins. Andethdde has done great things for us, and we ak gla
Lest any here should be despairing and say, “Hensiler look on me,” | want you to notice that the
last companion of Christ on earth was a sinnerramdrdinary sinner. He had broken even the laws of
man, for he was a robber. One calls him “a brigaandd | suppose it is likely to have been the case
brigands of those days mixed murder with their solgs—he was probably a freebooter in arms against
the Roman government—making this a pretext for gdmimg as he had opportunity. At last he was ar-
rested and was condemned by a Roman tribunal, waickhe whole, was usually just, and in this case
was certainly just.

He himself confessed the justice of his condemnafldve malefactor who believed upon the cross
was a convict who had lain in the condemned call\aas then undergoing execution for his crimes. A
convicted felon was the person with whom our L@st consorted upon earth. What a lover of the souls
of guilty men is Jesus! How He stoops to the verydst of mankind! To this most unworthy of men the
Lord of Glory, before He gave up His life, spokdtwmnatchless grace! He spoke to him such wondrous
words as never can be excelled if you search thipt8res through—"Today shall you be with Me in
Paradise”!

| do not suppose that anywhere in this Tabern&aeetwill be found a man who has been convicted
before the Law or who is even chargeable with meragainst common honesty. But if there should be
such a person among my hearers, | would invitethifind pardon and change of heart though our Lord
Jesus Christ. You may come to Him whoever you mayHor this man did. Here is a specimen of one
who had gone to the extremes of guilt and who askeaged that he had done so. He made no excuse
and sought no cloak for his sin. He was in the bBasfdustice, confronted with execution—and yet he
believed in Jesus and breathed a humble prayeins—+dnd he was saved upon the spot! As is the
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sample, such is the bulk. Jesus saves othersekiild. Let me, therefore, put it very plainly he@
that no one may misunderstand me—none of you are@ed from the infinite mercy of Christ! How-
ever great your iniquity—if you believe in Jesug, Will save you!

This man was not only a sinner, he was a sinnelynawakened. | do not suppose that he had seri-
ously thought of the Lord Jesus before. Accordimghie other evangelists he appears to have joined
with his fellow thief in scoffing at Jesus. If haldot actually himself use opprobrious words he sa
far consenting that the evangelist did him no itifgeswhen he said, “The thieves also, which wete cr
cified with Him, cast the same in His teeth.” Babw, suddenly, he wakes up to the conviction that t
man who is dying at his side is something more #haman. He reads the title over His head and lediev
it to be true—"This is Jesus the King of the Jewidhus believing, he makes his appeal to the Messiah
whom he had so newly found, and commits himseHi® hands. My hearer, do you see this truth of
God—that thanoment a man knows Jesus to be the Christ of God he rhagce put his trust in Him
and be saved? A certain preacher, whose gospetergsioubtful, said, “Do you, who have been living
in sin for fifty years, believe that you can in ament be made clean through the blood of Jesusf” |
swer, “Yes, we do believe that in one moment, tgtothe precious blood of Jesus, the blackest soul ¢
be made white. We believe that in a single insthatsins of sixty or seventy years can be absglutel
forgiven, and that the old nature which has gonegmwing worse and worse can receive its death
wound, and eternal life may be implanted in thd sbonce.”

It was so with this man. He had reached the erdsfether, but all of a sudden he woke up to the
assured conviction that the Messiah was at his—saiel believing—he looked to Him and lived! So
now, my brothers and sisters, if you have neveoinr life before been the subject of any religicos-
viction—if you have lived up till now an utterly godly life—if now you will believe that God’s dear
Son has come into the world to save men from sihvéh sincerely confess your sin and trust in Him—
you shall be immediately saved. Yes, while | spekword, the deed of divine grace may be accom-
plished by that glorious One who has gone up ie@vien with omnipotent power to save. | desire to pu
this case very plainly—this man who was the lashganion of Christ upon earth was a sinner in mis-
ery. His sins had found him out—he was now endutiregreward of his deeds. | constantly meet with
persons in this condition—they have lived a lifen@ntonness, excess, and carelessness and thay begi
to feel the fire-flakes of the tempest of wratHifeg upon their flesh. They dwell in an earthly lreh
prelude of eternal woe! Remorse, like an asp, hasggsghem, and set their blood on fire—they cannot
rest, they are troubled day and night. “Be sureryou will find you out.” It has found them out aad
rested them, and they feel the strong grip of adromi. This man was in that horrible condition—what
is more, he was in the absolutely extreme. He caotdive long—the crucifixion was sure to be fatal
In a short time his legs would be broken to endwnristched existence. He, poor soul, had but a short
time to live—only the space between noon and sund®ut it was long enough for the Savior, who is
mighty to save! Some are very much afraid that feewil put off coming to Christ if we state this.

| cannot help what wicked men do with the truthGafd, but | shall state it all the same. If you are
now within an hour of death, believe in the LordukeChrist and you shall be saved. If you nevestrea
your homes again, but drop dead on the road, ifwilunow believe in the Lord Jesus you shall be
saved—saved now—on the spot. Looking and trusbnigsus, He will give you a new heart and a right
spirit, and blot out your sins; this is the glofyGhrist’'s grace. How | wish | could extol it ingper lan-
guage! He was last seen on earth before His deatbmpany with a convicted felon to whom He spoke
most lovingly. Come, O you guilty, and He will rége you graciously!

Once more, this thief whom Christ saved at last avagan who could do no good works. If salvation
had been by good works he could not have been séwelde was fastened hand and foot to the tree of
doom. It was all over with him as to any act oradleérighteousness. He could say a good word or two
but that was all. He could perform no acts. Andi& salvation had depended on an active life ofulise
ness, certainly he never could have been savedvddealso a sinner who could not exhibit a long-
enduring repentance for sin for he had so shdame to live. He could not have experienced bittan-c
victions lasting over months and years, for hisetiwas measured by moments and he was on the bor-
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ders of the grave. His end was very near, andngegavior could save him and did save him so perfec
ly that the sun went not down till he was in Pasadvith Christ! This sinner, whom | have painted to
you in colors none too black, was one who beliewedesus and confessed his faith. He did trust the
Lord. Jesus was a man and he called Him so. Buhbe that He was also Lord and he called Him so,
and said, “Lord, remember me.” He had such confiden Jesus that he knew if He would but only
think of him, if Jesus would only remember him whés came into His kingdom; that would be all that
he would ask of Him.

Alas, my dear hearers! The trouble with some of igathat you know all about my Lord and yet you
do not trust Him. Trust is the saving act. Years ggu were on the verge of really trusting Jesus bu
you are just as far off from it now as you werenthehis man did not hesitate—he grasped the one hop
for himself. He did not keep his persuasion of boird’s Messiahship in his mind as a dry, dead belie
No, he turned it into trust and prayer, “Lord, renteer me when You come into Your kingdom.” Oh,
that in His infinite mercy many of you would trusty Lord this morning! You shall be saved, | am sure
you shall; if you are not saved when you trust—Ikstmyself also renounce all hope. This is all that
have done—we looked and we lived and we contindeséobecause we look to the living Savior. Oh,
that this morning, feeling your sin, you would lotik Jesus, trust Him and confess that trust! Owning
that He is Lord to the glory of God the Father, youst and shall be saved! In consequence of having
this faith which saved him, this poor man breattiedhumble, but fitting prayer, “Lord, remember tne.
This does not seem too much to ask. But as he stoder it, it meant all that an anxious heart caidd
sire. As he thought of the kingdom he had suchradtizas of the glory of the Savior that he feltttiia
the Lord wouldthink of him, his eternal state would be safe.

Joseph, in prison, asked the chief butler to renggrhbm when he was restored to power. But he
forgot him. Our Joseph never forgets a sinner wiexldo Him in the low dungeon. In His kingdom He
remembers the moans and groans of poor sinnersavéhburdened with a sense of sin. Can you not
pray this morning and thus secure a place in thmang of the Lord Jesus?

Thus | have tried to describe the thief. And afftaving done my best | shall fail of my objective un
less | make you see that whatever this thief wasis-laepicture of whayou are. Especially if you have
been a great offender and if you have been livamg Iwithout caring for eternal things! And yet you,
even you, may do as that thief did. You may beliéhat Jesus is the Christ and commit your souts int
His hands and He will save you as surely as Heds#we condemned brigand. Jesus graciously says,
“Him that comes to Me | will in no wise cast ouThis means that if you come and trust Him, whoever
you may be, He will for no reason and on no groand under no circumstances ever cast you out. Do
you catch that thought? Do you feel that it belotggyou and that if you come to Him you shall find
eternal life? | rejoice if you so far perceive theth. Few persons have so much contact with despgn
and despairing souls as | have. Poor, cast dows, ami#te to me continually. | scarcely know why. |
have no especial gift of consolation but | gladly myself out to comfort the distressed and theyrse
to know it. What joy | have when | see a despaiomg find peace! | have had this joy several times
during the week just ended. How much | desire #mt of you who are breaking your hearts because
you cannot find forgiveness, would come to my Landl trust Him and enter into rest! Has He not said,
“Come unto Me, all you that labor and are heavyihadnd | will give you rest”? Come and try Him and
that rest shall be yours.

Il. In the second place, NOTE THAT THIS MAN WAS OUR LOFS COMPANION AT THE
GATE OF PARADISE. | am not going into any specwas as to where our Lord went when He quit
the Body which hung on the cross. It would seermfsmme Scriptures that He descended into the low-
er parts of the earth—that He might fulfill all tigs. But He very rapidly traversed the regionshef t
dead. Remember that He died perhaps an hour obéfaye the thief, and during that time the eternal
glory flamed through the underworld, and was flaghthrough the gates of Paradise just when the par-
doned thief was entering the eternal world. Whihiis that enters the pearly gate at the same moasent
the King of Glory? Who is this favored companiontloé Redeemer? Is it some honored martyr? Is it a
faithful apostle? Is it a patriarch like AbrahamP @prince like David? It is none of these. Behadi
be amazed at sovereign grace! He that goes ireagdte of Paradise with the King of Glory isheef
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who was saved in the article of death. He is sanat inferior way and received into bliss in n@se
ondary style. Verily there are last which shallfipgt!

Here | would have you notice the condescensionuofLord’s choice. The comrade of the Lord of
Glory for whom the cherub turns aside his swordirefis no great one, but a newly-converted malefac
tor. And why? | think the Savior took him with Hias a specimen of what He meant to do. He seemed
to say to all the heavenly powers, “I bring a sirwéh Me; he is a sample of the rest.” Have yoerev
heard of him who dreamed that he stood outsidgdte of heaven and while there he heard sweet mu-
sic from a band of venerable persons who were em tay to Glory? Inquiring “What are these?” he
was told that they were the goodly fellowship & irophets. He sighed and said, “Alas, | am notajne
those.” He waited a while and another band of sigimnes drew near, who also entered heaven with
hallelujahs and when he inquired, “Who are thesk faom where have they come?” the answer was,
“These are the glorious company of the apostlegdiA he sighed and said, “I cannot enter with them.
Then came another body of men, white-robed andrigepalms in their hands who marched amid great
acclamation into the golden city. These he leammeck the noble army of martyrs. And again he wept
and said, “I cannot enter with these.” In the eedhkard the voices of much people and saw a greater
multitude advancing among whom he perceived RahdoMary Magdalene, David and Peter, Manas-
seh and Saul of Tarsus, and he espied especiallthif who died at the right hand of Jesus. Tladise
entered in a strange company. Then he eagerlyremjuiwho are these?” and they answered, “This is
the host of sinners saved by divine grace.” Thers & exceedingly glad, and said, “I can go in with
these.” But he thought there would be no shouttrtheapproach of this company, and that they would
enter heaven without song; instead of which thesm®d to rise a seven-fold hallelujah of praise unt
the Lord of love, for there is joy in the presentéhe angels of God over sinners that repent!

| invite any poor soul here that can neither asgrserve Christ, nor to suffer for Him as yet, elev
theless to come in with other believing sinners-thea company of Jesus who now sets before us an
open door.

While we are handling this text, note well the bliness of the place to which the Lord called this
penitent. Jesus saidTdday shall you be with Me in Paradise.” Paradise meamg@arden—a garden
filled with delights. The Garden of Eden is thedypf heaven. We know that Paradise means heaven,
for the apostle speaks of such a man caught ugPiatadise, and he calls it the third heaven. Ouioga
took this dying thief into the Paradise of infindelight, and this is where He will take all of sianers
who believe in Him! If we trust Him, we shall ultately be with Him in Paradise!

The next word is better still. Note the glory oétbociety to which this sinner is introduced—"“Today
shall you be with Me in Paradise.” If the Lord sdifloday shall you be with Me,” we should not need
Him to add another word. Where He is, is heaveustdHe added the word, “Paradise,” because other-
wise none could have guessed where He was goingk Bifi it, you uncomely soul. You are to dwell
with the altogether lovely One forever! You poodareedy ones—you are to be with Him in His glory,
in His bliss, in His perfection; where He is andHsis, you shall be! The Lord looks into those pree
ing eyes of yours this morning, and He says, “Boomer, you shall one day be with Me.” | think lane
you say, “Lord, that is bliss too great for suckiraner as | am.” But He replies—I have loved yothwi
an everlasting love—therefore with lovingkindnesti iwdraw you, till you shall be with Me where |
am. The stress of the text lies in the speedinésdl this. “Verily | say unto youtoday shall you be
with Me in Paradise.” “Today.” You shall not lie purgatory for ages, nor sleep in limbo for so many
years, but you shall be ready for bliss at oncd,aronce you shall enjoy it!

The sinner was hard by the gates of hell, but dityignercy lifted him up, and the Lord said, “To-
day shall you be with Me in Paradise.” What a cleafigm the cross to the crown, from the anguish of
Calvary to the glory of the New Jerusalem! In théme hours the beggar was lifted from the dunghill
and set among princes! “Today shall you be with iM®&aradise.” Can you measure the change from
that sinner—loathsome in his iniquity when the swas at high noon—to that same sinner clothed in
pure white, and accepted in the Beloved, in thedtse of God, when the sun went down? O glorious
Savior, what marvels You can work! How rapidly céaou work them! Please notice, also, the majesty
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of the Lord’s grace in this text. The Savior sachtm, “Verily | say unto you, today shall you bethv
Me in Paradise.” Our Lord gives His own will as tleason for saving this marl.say.” He says it, who
claims the right thus to speak! It is He who waie mercy on whom He will have mercy, and will have
compassion on whom He will have compassion! He lspeayally, “Verily | say unto you.” Are they
not imperial words? The Lord is a King in whose @vtitere is power. What He says none can deny. He
that has the keys of hell and of death says, “lgap you, today shall you be with Me in Paradise.”
Who shall prevent the fulfillment of His word? Nw#ithe certainty of it. He says, “Verily.” Our béesl
Lord on the cross returned to His old majestic nearas He painfully turned His head and looked on
His convert. He was likely to begin His preachinghyw Verily, verily, |1 say unto you.” And now that
He is dying, He uses His favorite manner, and safeyily.” Our Lord took no oath—His strongest as-
severation was, “Verily, verily.” To give the pesilt the plainest assurance, He says, “Verily [.gap
you, today shall you be with Me in Paradise.” Iisttihe thief had an absolutely indisputable assigan
that though he must die, yet he would live and fimdself in Paradise with his Lord!

| have thus shown you that our Lord passed withéngearly gate in company with one to whom He
had pledged Himself. Why should not you and | ghesugh that pearly gate in due time, clothed ia Hi
merit, washed in His blood and resting on His p@v@ne of these days angels will say of you and of
me, “Who is this that comes up from the wilderndsaning upon her beloved?” The shining ones will
be amazed to see some of us coming. If you haee lavlife of sin until now, and yet shall repent an
enter heaven—what amazement there will be in egelgen street to think that you have come there!
In the early Christian church, Marcus Caius Viatas was converted, but he had reached so great an
age, and had been so gross a sinner that the @astochurch doubted him. He gave, however, clear
proof of having undergone the divine change, amd tihhere were great acclamations and many shouts
of, “Victorinus has become a Christian!” Oh, thatre of you big sinners might be saved! How gladly
would we rejoice over you! Why not? Would it nobgfy God? The salvation of this convicted high-
wayman has made our Lord illustrious for mercy ewsto this day—would not your case do the same?
Would not saints cry, “Hallelujah! Hallelujah!” they heard that some of you had been turned from
darkness to marvelous light? Why should it not Belfeve in Jesus and it is so!

lIl. Now | come to my third and most practical point—N®THE LORD’'S SERMON TO US
FROM ALL THIS.

The devil wants to preach this morning a bit. Y&stan asks to come to the front and preach to you.
But he cannot be allowed. Out of here, you decekivet | should not wonder if he gets at some of you
when the sermon is over, and whispers, “You see,cgm be saved at the very last. Put off repentance
and faith; you may be forgiven on your deathbedrs,Sou know who it is that would ruin you by this
suggestion; abhor his deceitful teaching! Do notibgrateful because God is kind; do not provoke the
Lord because He is patient. Such conduct wouldrnveotthy and ungrateful. Do not run an awful risk
because one escaped the tremendous peril. Thewilbraccept all who repent. But how do you know
that you will repent? It is true that one thief weved—but the other thief was lost. One is saved a
we may not despair. The other is lost and we mayresume. Dear friends, | trust you are not mdde o
such diabolical stuff as to fetch from the mercyGafd an argument for continuing in sin. If you do,
can only say of you, that your damnation will bstjiyyou will have brought it upon yourselves.

Consider now the teaching of our Lord—see the gdrZhrist in salvation. He is ready to save at
the last moment. He was just passing away—His foag on the doorstep of the Father’'s house. Up
comes this poor sinner, the last thing at nightthateleventh hour—and the Savior smiles and dexlare
that He Himself will not enter except with this &dd wanderer. At the very gate He declares thst th
seeking soul shall enter with Him. There was plesftyime for him to have come before—you know
how apt we are to say, “You have waited to the hasinent. | am just going off, and | cannot attemd t
you now.” Our Lord had His dying pangs upon Himd amt He attends to the perishing criminal and
permits him to pass through the heavenly portélisicompany. Jesus easily saves the sinners fomwho
He painfully died. Jesus loves to rescue sinnenms fgoing down into the pit. You will be very hapipy
you are saved but you will not be one half as hagpye will be when He saves you. See how gentle
He is—
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“His hand no thunder bears,

No terror clothes His brow;

No bolts to drive our guilty souls

To fiercer flames below.”
He comes to us full of tenderness with tears indyss, mercy in His hands and love in His heart. Be
lieve Him to be a great Savior of great sinnefisave heard of one who had received great mercy who
went about saying, “He is a great forgiver.” Anavduld have you say the same. You shall find your
transgressions put away and your sins pardonedanttéor all if you trust Him now.

The next doctrine Christ preaches from this wondestory is faith in its permitted attachment. This
man believed that Jesus was the Christ. The néxg the did was to appropriate that Christ. He said,
“Lord, remember me.” Jesus might have said, “Wkhatehl to do with you, and what have you to do
with Me? What has a thief to do with the perfece®@nhMany of you good people try to get as far away
as you can from the erring and fallen. They migiféct your innocence! Society claims that we should
not be familiar with people who have offended aggits laws. We must not be seen associating with
them, for it might discredit us. Infamous bosh! Garything discredit sinners such as we are by eatur
and by practice? If we know ourselves before Goelwe not degraded enough in and of ourselves? Is
there anybody, after all, who is worse than wevanen we see ourselves in the faithful glass of the
Word of God? As soon as ever a man believes tlsaisJe the Christ, let him hook himself on to Him.
The moment you believe Jesus to be the Saviore sgipn Him agour Savior. If | remember rightly,
Augustine called this man, “Latro laudabilis et atilis,” a thief to be praised and wondered at—who
dared, as it were—to seize the Savior for his awnhis he is to be imitated. Take the Lord to loerng
and you have Him! Jesus is the common propertyl sfraners who are bold enough to take Him! Every
sinner who has the will to do so may take the Uwoche with Him. He came into the world to save the
sinful. Take Him by force as robbers take theirypiiehe kingdom of heaven suffers the violence of da
ing faith. Get Him and He will never get Himself ayfrom you. If you trust Him, He must save you.

Next, notice the doctrine of faith in its immedip@ver—

“The moment a sinner believes,

And trusts in his crucified God,

His pardon at once he receives,

Redemption in full through His blood.”
“Today shall you be with Me in Paradise.” He hassooner believed than Christ gives him the seal of
his believing in the full assurance that he shalmbth Him forever in His glory. O dear heartsydu
believe this morning, you shall be saved this maghiGod grant that you, by His rich grace, may be
brought into salvation here on the spot and at'once

The next thing is the nearness of eternal thingsmklof that a minute. Heaven and hell are notplac
es far away. You may be in heaven before the dickk again. Could we but rend that veil which part
us from the unseen! It is all there and all ne&nday,” said the Lord. Within three or four houtslze
longest, “shall you be with Me in Paradise.” Itsis near! A statesman has given us the expression of
being “within measurable distance.” We are all witteasurable distance of heaven or hell. If there
any difficulty in measuring the distance, it liesits brevity rather than in its length—

One gentle sigh the fetter breaks,

We scarce can say, ‘He’s gone,’

Before the ransomed spirit takes

Its mansion near the throne.”
Oh, that we, instead of trifling about such thihggause they seem so far away, would solemnlyzeeali
them—since they are really so very near! This \aay, before the sun goes down, some hearer now
sitting in this place may see in his own spirit thalities of heaven or hell. It has frequently peped in
this large congregation—someone in our audiencaliggsbefore the next Sabbath has come round—it
may happen this week. Think of that, and let eteimiags impress you all the more because thegdie
near.
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Furthermore, know that if you have believed in 3egu are prepared for heaven. It may be that you
will have to live on earth twenty, or thirty, orrfg years to glorify Christ. And if so, be thankfolr the
privilege. But if you do not live another hour, yanstantaneous death would not alter the fact hieat
that believes in the Son of God is meet for hea%emely, if anything beyond faith is needed to mage
fit to enter Paradise, the thief would have beept kelittle longer here. But no, he is in the magin
the state of nature—at noon he enters the stadevioke grace—and by sunset he is in the stateai/gl
The question never is, whether deathbed repentanaecepted if it is sincere—the question is+
sincere? If it is—if the man dies five minutes after hissti act of faith—he is as safe as if he had served
the Lord for fifty years! If your faith is true, ifou die one moment after you have believed in <lyou
will be admitted into Paradise—even if you shaNéa@njoyed no time in which to produce good works
and other evidences of divine grace. He that réasieart will read your faith written on its flgstab-
lets and He will accept you through Jesus Christenrefiough no act of divine grace has been visible t
the eye of man.

| conclude by again saying that this is not an ptoeal case. | began with that and | want to finis
with it. So many demi-semi-gospelers are so teyrddtaid of preaching free grace too fully. | read
somewhere and | think it is true, that some minssfgreach the gospel in the same way as donkeys eat
thistles—namely, very, very cautiously. On the camny, | will preach it boldly. | have not the sligst
alarm about the matter. If any of you misuse freeg teaching, | cannot help it. He that will bend@d
can as well ruin himself by perverting the gosgebg anything else. | cannot help what base hezatis
invent. But mine it is to set forth the gospel ihita fullness of grace and | will do it. If thaief was an
exceptional case—and our Lord does not usuallynastich a way—there would have been a hint given
of so important a fact. A hedge would have beerabetit this exception to all rules. Would not tleer-S
ior have whispered quietly to the dying man, “Yae ¢he only one | am going to treat in this way”?
Whenever | have to do an exceptional favor to aqrel have to say, “Do not mention this, or | shall
have so many besieging me.” If the Savior had m#astto be a solitary case, He would have faintly
said to him, “Do not let anybody know. But you shatlay be in the kingdom with Me.” No! Our Lord
spoke openly and those about Him heard what He B&deover, the inspired penman has recorded it.
If it had been an exceptional case it would notehlagen written in the Word of God. Men will not pub
lish their actions in the newspapers if they féslttthe record might lead others to expect fronmthe
what they cannot give. The Savior had this wondelivane grace reported in the daily news of the-go
pel because He means to repeat the marvel every day

The bulk shall be equal to the sample, and thezdfter sets the sample before you all. He is able to
save to the uttermost—for He saved the dying tAibé case would not have been put there to encour-
age hopes which He cannot fulfill. Whatever thimgse written aforetime were written for our leagnin
and not for our disappointing. | pray you, therefaf any of you have not yet trusted in my Lorduke
come and trust in Him now. Trust Him wholly. Trddiim only. Trust Him at once. Then will you sing
with me—

“The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day,

And there have I, though vile as he,
Washed all my sins away.”

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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